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as her friends come along to join her in the Old City 
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We have an exciting opportunity to meet and listen to 
Israeli author, TV presenter, chef and great-grandson 
of the man who almost single-handedly revived the 
Hebrew language.

Gil Hovav will deliver a fascinating talk about a one-off 
phenomenon in the history of Languages, entitled, My 
Great-Great Grandfather, Eliezer Ben Yehuda, and the 
Revival of the Hebrew Language.

Hebrew was practically dead for 2000 years. The man 
who revived it almost single-handedly was Eliezer 
Ben Yehuda, one of the founding fathers of Zionism. 
Gil Hovav, his great-grandson, tells the story of this 
unprecedented miracle through the little secrets that 
were kept by his family for more than a hundred years.

When?  Tuesday 2nd July 2019

Where?  A venue in Hove, details given upon  
  registration

What time? 7.30 - 9 PM (the talk lasts an hour and  
  there will be time for Q&A)

How much? This is a free event, but please register  
  in advance so we know for how many  
  people to cater.

And if that’s not good enough - Israeli refreshments will 
be served.
The event is organised by WZO and is supported locally 
by BNJC, Ralli Hall and SFI.
To register and for more details – please email Ashley at 
ashley.woolfe@bnjc.co.uk 

Ivrit and the History of Languages
by Yael Breuer
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
•    are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers are 

not necessarily those of SJN;
•     accept advertisements and announcements in good faith but do not endorse 

any products or services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any   
advertisements or announcements; 

       and
•   welcome readers’ contributions but reserve the right to edit, cut, decline or submit 

the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your submissions by 
email, please send them ONLY to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews. com, otherwise we 
cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To assist the Editorial Board, 
submissions should be in Word format using Times New Roman font, size 12. 
Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, unless specifically requested. 
As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of volunteers, any response may be 
subject to delay. 

Sussex Jewish News
PO Box 2178 • Hove BN3 3SZ
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Sussex and the City

Your News
Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Anna Becker, Barbara Curtis and Shani 
Corb on their special birthdays. 

Wedding
Mazel tov to Juliette and Bryan Huberman and Gary 
Kenton on the marriage of Zac Kenton to Roxana 
Jebreel.

Wedding Anniversaries  
Mazel tov to:
•  Irit and Roger Abrahams on their Golden (50) 

Wedding Anniversary 
•  Michael and Wendy Lovegrove on their Ruby (40) 

Wedding Anniversary
•  Pat and Roland Moss on their Diamond (60) Wedding 

Anniversary

Achievements  
Mazel tov to:
•  Sally Becker on her new position as Executive 

Director at Save a Child
•  Fiona Sharpe on her position as Spokesperson for 
Labour Against Antisemitism.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to all who are unwell or in 
hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to Francine Miskin and family on 
the sad death of her son Stuart z’l, after a long illness 
bravely borne.

Tombstone Consecrations
•  The stonesetting in loving memory of Rene Arlen z’l 

will take place on Sunday 7th July 2019 at 3.30pm at 
Old Shoreham Road, Hove

•  The stonesetting in loving memory of Jasmine 
Edelman z’l will take place on Sunday 28 July at 2.30 
pm at the Jewish Cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton

Thank You
Rita Mitchell and family thank Rabbi Efune, everyone 
at Holland Road Synagogue, and all their family and 
many friends for the wonderful support, letters, cards 
and warm wishes of condolence received on the sad 
passing of Ronnie z’l.

Our June meeting at Copthorne Golf Club near Crawley 
was thoroughly enjoyed by a large number of our 
members. The course is renowned as one of the most 
difficult in Sussex and presented quite a challenge.

Our June match at the Dyke Golf Club against the 
Dyke’s Early Birds Golf Society is an annual fixture 
which we always look forward to, as many of our 
opponents have become good friends over the years. 
As usual, the match was keenly fought.

We sent our strongest team to the prestigious 
Metropolitan golf competition at Sandy Lodge Golf 
Club in Hertfordshire, organised by and under the 
auspices of the Association of Jewish Golf Clubs and 
Societies. In very demanding course conditions, with 
particularly deep bunkers, we acquitted ourselves very 
well against strong teams from the London Jewish golf 
clubs and golf societies.

This will be good practice for the equally prestigious 
Glancy competition on 6 and 7 July, when, over 
two days, we compete against Jewish golf clubs 
and golf societies from all over the UK and Ireland, 
at Edmondstown Golf Club in Dublin. Also, for the 
Southern Provincial competition at Abridge Golf and 

Country Club on 22 July when we will compete against 
teams from the London Jewish golf clubs and societies.

Our meeting on 17 July will be at the Dyke Golf Club 
when we will be playing for the Sugarman Trophy, one 
of our major annual trophies, and Lucy Sugarman will 
be joining us for the evening meal to present the trophy 
to the winner.

We are looking for new members to join us, both 
male and female, accomplished golfers or beginners, 
young or not so young. For more information please 
contact our Hon Secretary Ashley Woolfe at ashley@
sportscastnet.com

Sussex Jewish Golfing Society
by Richard Simmons

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 
into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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JACS continues to have well-attended, varied and 
successful meetings monthly (the first Thursday in 
the month, subject to Jewish holidays) at Ralli Hall. 
Do come along and try us.

This month we had a “Your Time” meeting, dealing 
with a choice of speakers. Shirley then led a 
reminiscence session where the senior members of 
the group told stories of their memories of D-Day, 
including a lovely tale of a 17-year old girl being 
recruited to drive a bread delivery van. Another 
told of fire-fighting and of a ten-year old in hospital 
sent as surrogate family to visit D-Day Canadian 
casualties in the ward downstairs.

On July 4th journalist and fund-raiser Bev Cohen 
will give a talk with the intriguing title “What’s a Nice 
Jewish girl doing working for a Moslem charity?” Do 
come along and listen.

Future meetings will include a show of short films 
made locally (September) and What Makes a Spy(!) 
in October. August’s speaker is not yet confirmed. 
For more details please ring Shirley on 01273 775461

Arrangements for the Sussex Jewish Arts Festival are 
well under way with artists, designers, photographers, 
craftspeople and artistic creatives attending from every 
quarter of the community and from across the county. An 
initiative organised by Ralli Hall, the Sussex Jewish Arts 
Festival, is already promising to be a prominent event in the 
summer community calendar. We are already discovering 
what a diverse and talented community we are, waiting for 
you to discover and applaud on the day.

The Jewish Art Society (JAS) has been based at Ralli Hall 
Jewish Community Centre for over 35 years. Dedicated to 
teaching and encouraging art, painting, drawing in the local 
community, the JAS will be headlining the Arts Festival by 
presenting a wonderful array of art from their creative and 
enthusiastic members. 

Still producing their talented work and still impressing us with 
their creativity, Festival visitors will see the amazing work from 
much loved community notables such as Norman Perl, Martin 
Gould, Kitty Arscott, Josie Dousek and many others. You 
simply cannot miss the amazing creative talent and work on 
show from Orna Schneerson Pascal, Amanda Davidson and 
Dany Louise. The Festival will also feature the creative talent 
from other community quarters such as Hyman Fine House.

Essentially a showcase of local art, the Festival also aims 
to feature local photography, design, crafts, jewellery, 
metalwork, writing, poetry, pottery and sculpture. There 
will be a special slideshow of photos and art from the Ralli 
Hall and Jewish Art Society archives. Visitors will have an 
opportunity to meet the artists, discuss their work and 
hopefully become inspired and to get involved.

There will be a delightful array of refreshments, snacks and 
cakes. Visitors to the Festival will be able to vote for their 
favourite work on show. At the end of the day there will be a 
charity auction of unique art and crafts donated from artists 
for you to bid for and take home. A highlight of the day will be 
the Sussex Arts Festival Community Award for recognition of 
artistic work in the community.  Who will it be?

Art, creativity, ingenuity and innovation are traditionally in our 
Jewish genes. The Sussex Jewish Arts Festival celebrates 
and showcases the many artists and creative people in our 
local community so we hope you will join us. 

We hope you will bring your work for others to enjoy and 
inspire. We ask you, what better way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon than at a summer arts festival?

Above all, the Sussex Jewish Arts Festival at Ralli Hall will be 
a wonderful opportunity and the perfect venue for visitors, 
friends, colleagues and families to meet up, network and 
come together for what promises to be a unique community 
occasion. 

The Sussex Jewish Arts Festival opens on Sunday July 28th 
from 2pm to 5pm. Entry is free for visitors and exhibitors. For 
more information about the event or displaying your work, 
simply call 01273 202254 or email us at rallihallcentre@gmail.
com

The Sussex Jewish Arts Festival 2019 Update

JACS News
by Shirley Jaffe

01273 202254  
rallihallcentre@gmail.com
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May has been a very enjoyable time for the members 
of The Lunch & Social Club. We had an amazing time 
in Eastbourne. The weather was great, the food was 
wonderful and the company was fantastic. We had 
Phil, a great entertainer, for two nights and we joined in 
dancing or singing to his great music. We had games 
evenings and of course we never stopped talking. 
The weekends away to Eastbourne are always a great 
success, but this time was better than ever (we do say 
this each time but it just seems to get better and better) 
so we are planning another one at the end of the year.

We have volunteers who have been with us for many 
years and we 
decided to give 
them awards for 
their dedication 
and fantastic 
volunteer work. 
Unfortunately 
we do not have 
photos of all the 
Volunteers as 
some were on 
holiday. 

On 30 May, Doris 
Levinson gave a 
talk to the Lunch 
Club about her 
life, which was 
very interesting, 
and all our 
members  

Vivienne Stockman                                            and friends 
enjoyed this so 
much that we are 
hoping she will 
come back at a 
later date and 
talk to us again. 
Doris has many 
friends and we 
were delighted to 
welcome them for 
Lunch. 

We have a few 
members who 
are unwell and 
we wish them a 
speedy recovery 
and we hope they 
will come back 
soon as we miss 
them a lot.

Laura Sharpe

Shirley Burke, Marilyn Fisher, Sheila Harte, Miriam Flexer, Linden 
Barnet, Beverley Barnet 

Forthcoming Attractions
Tuesday 2 July
Silver String Orchestra are coming to play for us at 2pm 

Wednesday 10 July
BBQ at Hyman Fine House

Sunday 15 September
 Card afternoon Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club - £10 a 
ticket.
We would love to hear from you so please contact me 
on 01273 739999 or ralliday@tiscali.co.uk for further 
details.

Doris Levinson

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer
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We invited Gill Yentis from Jewish Care to 
come and run a workshop to help volunteers 
open up conversations around the table at 
the teas, or when visiting members in their 

homes, and to trigger memories by using postcards, pictures 
and books. One of our volunteers very kindly wrote a short 
piece about this.
On Thursday 15 May, I was invited to a lunch by Helping 
Hands, together with 17 other volunteers, held in the AJEX 
Hall, Eaton Road, Hove. I had only recently joined Helping 
Hands, having moved to Brighton a couple of years ago to be 
close to my eldest daughter and granddaughter. I assumed 
the lunch they had arranged was as a thank you to the 
volunteers who help at the bi-monthly teas.
Surprisingly, it was something else completely. Yes, there 
was a deli lunch, but the theme was not as expected. We 
sat round a big table and met Gill Yentis from Jewish Care. 
She chaired the entire session and opened a whole new 
world of caring and talking, primarily featuring dementia. She 
made us fully aware of how it affects people, their lives, their 
depression and the effects this has on their own lives, their 
families and their futures. Postcards were spread over the 
tables from which we selected one and we each explained 
why we had made that choice. The response from each of us 
was most revealing. Gill talked about people diagnosed with 
dementia attending Day Centres, loneliness, helping ways 
of coping with their ups and downs and understanding the 
problems they may be experiencing. 
She had brought with her a box of her own memorabilia and 
explained their importance in her life. I realized how important 
a box like this could be in helping keep these memories alive 
in people’s minds. Since then I have started my own box with 
items reminding me 
of happy memories. 
Should I ever be in 
a position when my 
memory fades as I 
get older, I can open 
my box and retrieve 
my life again.
Thanks to having Gill 
with us, the whole 
experience was a 
delight. There will 
hopefully be more 
sessions like this 
one in the future 
and I look forward 
to them with great 
anticipation.
Thank you, Helping 
Hands, for opening 
my eyes and heart to 
the possible effects 
of dementia and I 
hope in future to be 
more understanding 
of the problems 
people may have.

Helping Hands and Talking
by Sylvia Cohen

01273 747722
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As you may be aware, many older people are living with 
dementia, including some in the Home. They are still able to 
enjoy life and participate in creative projects. So, this year it 
was very special for us to be part of Dementia Action Week 
in displaying silk paintings created at the home in Brighton’s 
Jubilee library. The multi-sensory art sessions that produced 
this work are called Creationlace. The project founders, Paul 
Chi and Miranda Ryder, developed the idea as a way of 
uniting communities of all abilities and coming together in fun 
and enjoyment. It is their first public display and we were very 
proud to see the art work hanging in the Library.

Creationlace exhibit at the Library
Mark Pady, Activities Coordinator, explained, “The group 
paint together onto flowing fabrics accompanied by a guitarist 
and singer. We see people of all abilities painting, sometimes 
in rhythm to the music. You don’t need experience in art and 
it’s great for all abilities, including people living with dementia, 
and of all ages. We have invited visitors to come and join us 
including residents’ grandchildren and families of our carers 
as well as the children from local nurseries who come and 
visit the home regularly. We are very proud of the artwork of 
our residents, especially people with dementia. Seeing their 
work on display brings a great sense of achievement. One of 
our residents living with dementia, said, “At first painting on 
fabric made me nervous to do it but after a while I began to 
relax and I enjoy it.”
Natasha Carson noted that, “We hope the local community 
will pop in to the library to have a look at the display. We 
have an ongoing creative and stimulating participatory arts 
programme and always welcome the local community to take 
part”.  
We held our Brighton Fringe Festival event Flourish at the 
Yellow Wave on the 30th of May. It’s our 3rd year of Flourish 
and now a regular annual event for us. The weather was kind 
and we had lots of young visitors and families making it a 
wonderful inter-generational community day of art, gardening, 
cookery, photography, music and play. We were even visited 
by our MP who popped by to wish us luck in the morning. 
Sally Manley, resident at the home said, “How wonderful to 
be so close to the beach, what a great venue. I particularly 
enjoyed watching the children having fun and look forward to 
next year’s event”. 

Are you 
or is 
someone 
you know 
a Bridge 
player? 
At the 
moment 
we have 
3 bridge 
players in 
the home 
and they 
are looking 
for a 4th 
to get 
the game 
going!

If you would like to learn more about volunteering in the 
home, please contact Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226.  
Did you know - volunteering doesn’t have to be every week? 
– we have some lovely volunteers who come only on high 
holy days and others just in the school holidays. There’s a role 
for everyone! 

 

Hyman Fine House 
by Natasha Carson and Mark Pady

Zena Culter 
and Clare 
Leigh with 
Rona and 
Lauren 
planting 
up hanging 
baskets

Alan Bass with Hannah creating some art

Lilian Brandle with cakes
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Chabad and me
by Seth Marks

It’s a Friday afternoon in late November. The sky, after an 
early 5pm sunset, acts as a blank canvas for the street-lit 
path from every student home and accommodation towards 
the Chabad on Campus home of Rabbi Zalman and Shterna 
Lewis. Whatever time you are reading this, wherever you 
are, they are at that moment creating another opportunity for 
Jewish students to engage with their Judaism, each at their 
own level.
Graduating from the University of Sussex this year, I can 
easily write a post about how for three years I gave my 
parents Nachas by joining the Lewis Kosher Shabbat dinner 
each week, and by engaging with Zalman’s Torah-inspired 
anecdotes at the weekly ‘Lunch and Learn’ at the Sussex 
campus.
I could simply tell you about how the Lewis family open up 
their lives and their home to each and every student. But 
then, I would not be giving you the full picture on how this 
family has made such an astonishing impact on my university 
experience, whilst also not taking up too much of your time to 
read this.
When the ‘flu prevented me from walking to Shabbat dinner, 
Shterna drove to my student house to deliver a homemade 
challah and a meal. In mid-November, I took ill, and Zalman 
schlepped out of his way on his return from University of 
Kent, in Canterbury, to visit me in a London hospital. And all, 
really just to tell me a joke and discuss the mess of Brexit (or 

take my mind off the reason I was in the hospital), because for 
them, the status quo is never good enough!
When students feel worried, they are there to listen and, if 
able, to pass on advice. When I felt uncertain of myself after 
a relationship had ended, they were there to heat up a bowl 
of soup and not only hear what I had to say, but really listen 
and give me the push to search for, not just how to make 
someone else okay, but to make myself feel great again.
They are not only members of the student community; they 
are the glue that keeps it strongly held together. It’s very 
easy, after graduating, to forget the hundreds of people you 
meet at university. With the Lewises, they won’t be forgotten, 
because each month my bank statement will show the 
regular donation to Chabad to ensure they can continue the 
wonderful work to which they are dedicated.
Please consider being a partner in the amazing work of 
Chabad at South East Coast Universities. Right now, they 
are in the middle of their yearly fundraising challenge to sell 
1000 raffle tickets. The Grand Prize is £7,700, while other 
prizes include a return trip to Israel for two people and 
other cash prizes. Tickets are ONLY £27 each. Please visit 
ChabadSussex.org/Raffle to find out more.
On behalf of all the Jewish students who benefit from 
the work of Chabad on Campus, we thank you for your 
generosity.

Sussex and the City
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Since the beginning of this year’s Brighton Fringe, 
we have welcomed over 1,900 visitors to Brighton’s 
Grade II* listed Synagogue. Many remarked that they 
had no idea what lay behind the unassuming façade. 
In their words, “I have never been to such a beautiful 
synagogue”, “It’s an amazing piece of history that 
should be preserved,” and, “This has to be one of the 
most stunning buildings I’ve ever had the pleasure of 
seeing. Thank you for opening your doors for us.” 

We hosted hugely successful open Sunday afternoons 
and Wednesday lunchtimes during the Fringe and 
a private tour for an international family group from 
France, Hungary, Israel and America, that visited as 
part of their Bar Mitzvah celebrations. The Fringe 
Sunday afternoons were so popular that visitors were 
queuing down Middle Street as they waited to sign in. 
The synagogue was full, creating quite a buzz amidst 
the melting-pot of volunteers from all the local Jewish 
congregations.

Walking in through the doors of the synagogue, you are 
transported back in time to a bygone age of elegance 
and gently uplifted by the inherent sacredness of the 
building. Suffused by golden light from the stained-
glass windows, it is an oasis of calm and tranquillity 
in the centre of the busy city. A unique place, which is 
such an important part of our Jewish heritage, standing 
testament to the story and achievements of the first 
Jewish residents of Brighton, who rose to prominence 
in all areas of British life. Also, to the Jewish talent for 
arriving destitute and often dispossessed in a new 
land and working against prejudice, poverty and all 
odds to survive, thrive, endure and create something 
exceptional. One visitor commented that it was a 
“Great honour to finally be inside this beautiful place. 
As a Jew I’m so pleased to have had this opportunity.”

The enjoyable talks by local historians Godfrey Gould, 
Michael Crook and Gordon Franks as well as board 
members Susan Conway and Martin Gilmore were all 
well received. Godfrey took the opportunity to finish his 
talks by amazing visitors with his talent for blowing the 
shofar and in the words of one happy visitor, “The talk 
was the highlight of a very spontaneous and rewarding 
visit”. 

Rabbi Rader 
gave talks on 
the Mystical 
Synagogue 
and the 
Jewish 
Triumph of 
Survival. 
Two people 
commented, 
“The Rabbi’s 
talk was 
wonderful 
– a triumph 
of survival 
indeed!” 
and “really 
fascinating 
and moving.” 
Operatically trained, Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer 
delighted us with an emotive, impromptu liturgical 
performance. 

With today’s attitudes, there is a very real need for more 
openness, information and education. The general 
public has a thirst for knowledge about Jewish culture 
and heritage which has been evidenced by the fact that 
around 80% of the visitors last month were non-Jewish 
and came with a genuine, humble desire to learn more. 
One person felt so inspired she said it made her “think 

Middle Street Synagogue opens its doors  
by Vicky Bhogal

Features
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about learning more about the religion”. A second 
hoped, “That it will forever be a jewel in the crown, not 
a relic but an eternal testament to G-d and a symbol 
of an inclusive family for all, no matter what label”. 
Another from Colombia thanked us, “For opening 
this beautiful building and … traditions to the public”. 
Adding, “Let all people live side by side in peace.”

Located in the epicentre of Brighton, by the beach and 
a stroll from the Pavilion, the Synagogue is the perfect 
place to evolve into an important and renowned Jewish 
Heritage, Learning and Cultural Centre. An inclusive 
space where anyone can come to learn more, from the 
casual tourist to the specialist PhD student. We have 
received help and support from The Royal Pavilion and 
Museums, English Heritage, the Brighton and Hove 
Heritage Commission and the Council, although they 
are not able to offer financial support. 

Our initial objective is to make the synagogue self-
sufficient, through raising the money needed to cover 
the running costs and restoration. We are putting 
together a programme of talks and events for the next 
few months, in conjunction with the Heritage Open 
Days and 20th Anniversary of the European Day of 
Jewish Heritage and Culture. This includes ‘Open 
Sunday Afternoons’ on July 7th, August 4th and 
September 15th and 22nd 2019.

We are also working on ‘Wednesdays At Middle 
Street,’ a programme open to both the Jewish and 

wider communities including talks, musical events and 
Jewish and Israeli films. Many Jewish and non-Jewish 
comedians, speakers and musicians have generously 
offered to perform for free, so they can help to raise the 
money needed to secure the future of the synagogue. 
The film evenings, ‘Kolnoa’, will commence in the 
synagogue with an introduction to the film, followed by 
a short stroll across the road to the Werks Central for 
the screening with drinks and nibbles in the bar and 
beautiful garden area. 

If you’d like to hire the synagogue for a private tour 
or event, please let us know. Weddings, Bar and Bat 
Mitzvahs and other appropriate events can be held 
within the synagogue whilst other events can take 
place in conjunction with the synagogue and the Werks 
Central.

We would welcome copies of family photos and stories 
of weddings, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, and other notable 
occasions, which have been held at the synagogue. 

We always need volunteers, fundraisers and 
benefactors and would be delighted to hear from 
you if you’d like to get involved. Email Vicky at 
vickybhogal007@gmail.com or call the office on 01273 
888855. See Facebook: Middle Street Synagogue and 
Twitter: @street_middle for updates on events.

Features

A Guided Tour of Middle Street Synagogue 
by Godfrey Gould

The first Jewish worshippers in Brighton, in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, used rooms in 
houses in Jew Street and Poune’s Court, an entry off the 
lower end of West Street. But by 1838 they had their first 
purpose-built Synagogue in Devonshire Place, designed by 
David Mocatta. Although now flats, the facade of this building 
is still to be seen, as is at least one of the interior features.

But later in that century, as the community moved further 
west and the Synagogue became too small, a site was 
acquired at 66 Middle Street. By 1874 the foundation stone 
was laid and a year later, to much celebration, Chief Rabbi 
Nathan Marcus Adler consecrated the new Synagogue. 
The building was designed by Thomas Lainson, the non-
Jewish architect to the Wick Estate, owned by eminent local 
Jewish property developer and entrepreneur Sir Isaac Lyon 
Goldsmid, Bart. The interior was not as it is now. But between 
its opening and the beginning of the First World War that 
simple interior was transformed into the glory we now have. 
It was not designed to be thus, so the unity of the result has 
been quite accidental. The remarkable donations and the 
wonderful execution that has thus been created, provide a 
spectacle that has to be seen in reality to be fully appreciated.

The beautiful windows along both sides of the building both 
upstairs and down were largely designed by Lainson himself. 
Note the rose window above the entry doors, a Sassoon 
donation, depicting, not the signs of the Zodiac, but the signs 
of the Jewish months. Various members of the Sassoon 
family donated other windows, two sets near the western 

end being dedicated to Arthur Sassoon, whose friend, King 
Edward VII, would stay at his home in Hove. The Ark gates 
and delightful surrounds are also a Sassoon gift, as is the 
pulpit. It was given as a remembrance of the marriage of 
his son, Edward to Aline Caroline de Rothschild, of Paris, 
by Sir Albert Sassoon, Bart. who lived at 1 Eastern Terrace, 
Brighton. The windows to the left of the Ark are Edward’s 
commemoration of his father.

Of the English Rothschilds, the Baron Mayer Amschel de 
Rothschild MP is remembered by the donation of the two 
brass Menorah which stand on either side of the Ark. His 
widow, the Baroness Juliana, and his daughter, Hannah, 
gave these. Hannah married the Earl of Rosebery (to be 
Prime Minister and three times Derby winner!), and is herself 
remembered by two sets of windows upstairs donated by 
her maiden aunts, Juliana’s sisters, Anna Louisa and Lucy 
Cohen. They also gave the balustrade in front of the Ark 
and the windows to the right of the Ark in memory of their 
parents. And in 1904 Lucy gave a further set of two windows 
in memory of her sister who had died in 1902.

Also note the tops of the columns where there are brass 
representations of plants mentioned in the Bible. The 
columns are, in fact, continuous, and are iron, not stone. This 
was, furthermore, the first Synagogue in Britain to be lit by 
electricity, again through the generosity of members of the 
Sassoon family. All these factors and more make this, “After 
the Royal Pavilion, the most spectacular interior in Brighton” 
(Anthony Dale, 1989).
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Zeh Rak Da’ati 9 
by Godfrey R Gould

Here I am again. But it’s summer time, and summer 
time is travel time So, travel time is here.

I didn’t go abroad until I was 22, but after a very 
slow start I’ve made up for that and I have now 
been to about 60 countries so far. But in 2008 I had 
a bilateral knee replacement, a heart attack, and 
increasing problems with my lower spine. I have 
had physiotherapy, acupuncture, manipulation, and 
spinal steroid and epidural injections. And now I’m 
taking massive doses of paracetamol, codeine and 
gabapentin. But nothing has done any good, and my 
lower back pain has just got steadily worse. So, from 
2008 to 2013 I didn’t go abroad at all. 

By 2013 my consultant and I decided that we’d come 
to the end of the road. But at his suggestion I went on a 
seven-week Pain Management Programme at the Hove 
Polyclinic and it totally changed my mental attitude and 
physical behaviour to my back pain. I started travelling 
again. So, between 2013 and 2017 I travelled between 
Lisbon and Tel Aviv, and between Valetta and Helsinki, 
and many of the places in between. I even managed 
to add several countries to my list of those to which I 
have been - Albania, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Montenegro, Serbia, Slovakia and Turkey!  But in 2018 
I slowed down and only went to Kranyska Gora, a 
mountain resort in Slovenia, a country which previously 
I had only passed through travelling between Italy and 
Croatia.

But now in 2019 I’ve picked up again. In May I went 
on a culinary holiday to Crete, and have already 
returned from a cruise to Norway. In Crete we stayed 
at Kissamos, a small town on the north coast near 
Chania. There were just 11 of us, and we cooked and 
we ate and we visited. The visits included producers of 
wine and honey and olive oil and soap - from olive oil, 
Crete, the fifth largest island in the Mediterranean Sea, 
is an island of olive trees. Cooking is dominated by the 
liberal use of olive oil. It is used with gay abandon on 
everything. Mostly we did prep work, but ate our efforts 
later when they had been cooked. Tsatsiki requires no 

cooking, but dolmades, stuffed aubergines, stuffed 
peppers and roasted vegetables do. The latter involves 
a base of thinly sliced potatoes topped with roughly 
chopped tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, onions and 
courgettes, together with garlic and sundry herbs. The 
deep tray is half filled with water, liberally covered with 
olive oil and sea salt, and then put in the oven - yum 
yum. An easy starter is wilted greens served with a 
generous dose of olive oil, sea salt and a squeeze 
of lemon, and, of course, some crusty artisan Greek 
bread. We also made some apple pies which were 
actually turnovers, but delicious anyway. Vegetables 
feature large in the diet and there is always a plentiful 
supply of fish.

All well worth the effort, although the help I was 
supposed to get at Gatwick North coming home from 
the terminal to Passport Control did not appear. But I 
noted all the free loaders managing quite capably whilst 
I struggled, and I was in a state of collapse by the time 
I got to Passport Control. There, staff were very helpful, 
as they were at Baggage Collection. Mine was by then 
the sole case on the belt - it took me an hour from the 
plane to where my patient driver waited for me, but he 
then swiftly delivered me back to Hove (many thanks, 
Steve!). But I still find aggravating the number of 
seemingly reasonably fit people who take advantage of 
the facilities provided especially for the truly disabled, 
to the utter detriment of those who really cannot 
manage themselves. However, my complaints to 
Gatwick have been acknowledged, and I’ve just heard 
that they’re sending me a hamper in compensation!

So, this month (actually June) I’m off to Norway, 
and then in September, to Italy. Enjoy your summer, 
wherever you’re going.

The other countries I’d been to between 2013 and 2017 
were Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, 
Greece, France, Holland, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Malta, 
Monaco, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Spain and 
Sweden, all of which I’ve been to before.

Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare 
Board provides affordable 

accommodation in Central Hove
It currently has a vacancy for a one bedroom unfurnished flat, 
suitable for single occupancy and a one bedroom unfurnished 

flat suitable for a couple.
The rent includes central heating; constant hot water; use of 

garden; television and telephone points.

For further information or to request an application form 
please telephone 07716 114012 or email  

bahjha@googlemail.com
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kindertransport Information Board Unveiled 
by Lesley Urbach

Readers may recall an article 
that featured in SJN last January 
regarding the use of a convalescent 
home in Burgess Hill as a home for 
Kindertransport girls. An information 
board has now been erected near 
the site of that home, thanks to the 
efforts of Lesley Urbach.

A sunny Sunday afternoon in 
June saw the unveiling, at Marle 
Place Recreation Ground in 
Burgess Hill, of an information 
board commemorating the role 
of Wyberley Ladies Convalescent 
Home in caring for 50 Jewish 
girls who had found refuge in this 
Country from Nazi persecution. 
The girls, whose ages ranged 
from 8 to 17, arrived in Britain 
from Germany, Austria, Poland 
and Czechoslovakia, between 
December 1938 and the outbreak of 
war, on the Kindertransport.  

A Jewish Friendly Society called 
the Grand Order Sons of Jacob, 
which owned the Wyberley 
Ladies Convalescent Home, took 
responsibility for 50 of the refugee 
children; they supported and cared 
for them in Wyberley for some 
two years from January 1939. By 
all accounts the girls were well 
looked after by the matron of the 
Home, Hilda Joseph, and her sister, 
Margaret.

Wyberley 
stood in 
Leylands 
Road, next 
to what 
is now 
the Marle 
Place Adult 
Education 
Institute. The 
house was 
demolished 
in 1956.

The unveiling 
was 
attended 
by 8 of the 
children, 
nieces and 
nephews of six of the refugee girls 
who lived at Wyberley, as well as by 
local residents, staff and children 
from Burgess Hill Girls School, 
Burgess Hill Academy, and the Girl 
Guides Association; members of 
Burgess Hill History and Heritage 
Society; a librarian and three local 
Councillors.

Councillor Roger Cartwright, the 
recently elected Mayor of Burgess 
Hill District Council, unveiled the 
board together with organiser 
Lesley Urbach, whose mother and 
aunt, refugees from Germany, were 
among the young residents of 
Wyberley. 

The unveiling was followed by a 
reception at the Town Hall hosted 
by the Mayor and generously laid 
on by the Council. Lesley gave a 
short presentation about the girls’ 
experiences at the Home. In this 
she was assisted by three Girl 
Guides and one pupil from Burgess 
Hill Girls school, who read quotes 
from the recollections of some of 
the women who lived in Wyberley 
as girls.

Lesley thanked councillors and 
Council officers from Burgess Hill 
District Council for their enthusiastic 
support and for helping to ensure 
that this significant period of 
Burgess Hill’s history is better 
known in the Town.

Drawing on her own family’s story 
and using testimony given by her 
mother and aunt, Lesley has talked 
to a number of school groups, Girl 
Guides associations and adult 
groups, including in Burgess Hill, 
about why the children came to 
England.  

For more information, please 
contact Lesley Urbach by email at 
lcurbach@aol.com or by ringing 
07976 608786. 

Features
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This year to mark the 75th anniversary of the D Day landings, 
I went with my Dad to Bayeux where a special service took 
place in the British and Commonwealth War Graves cemetery. 
Also attending the service were veterans who fought at D Day 
and their families along with serving members of the Army, 
Navy and Airforce. Sitting with the veterans were the Prime 
Minister Theresa May, Prince Charles and the Duchess of 
Cornwall. 

The anniversary had particular significance for me because 
my grandfather (Opi) Julius Carlebach fought on D Day in the 
Royal Navy. I had the honour of wearing his campaign medals 
for the service. 

We met lots of interesting people, including some D Day 
veterans, some officers from the Guards Regiments and other 
families of service men who had fought on D Day and the 
following campaign to liberate Normandy. 

The service was very moving and included readings from 
veterans and the Prime Minister. In the middle of the service 

there was a pause for a fly 
past by a Spitfire. After the 
service my Dad and I walked 
amongst the servicemen’s 
graves, paying our tribute to 
them. I was surprised at how 
young many of them were 
and at the number of Jewish 
graves. 

On our way back into town, we 
stopped to pay our respects 
at the Shoah (Holocaust) 
memorial to the Jewish 
citizens of Bayeux who were 
deported and murdered by the Nazis.   

Despite the fact it was a long journey I’m very glad I was able 
to go with my Dad to take part in what is probably the last 
ceremony with the D Day veterans taking an active role.

International speaker and Sharing Economy expert Benita 
Matofska and photographer Sophie Sheinwald are marking 
the culmination of three years of research and documentation 
with the publication of a book about the subject of Sharing 
worldwide.

The book, 
Generation 
Share, 
demonstrates 
the positive 
impact that 
sharing has 
on the world 
economy and 
individuals’ 
physical 
and mental 
wellbeing. It 
captures some 
200 stories 
and case 

studies, evidencing how the Sharing Economy is saving and 
transforming the lives of millions across the world, and its 
publication coincides with Global Sharing Week, the largest 
annual international celebration of sharing. 

Benita, who is the founder of the organisation The People 
Who Share and is involved with promoting the importance 
of sharing around the world, has recently initiated a ‘Share 
for Shabbat’ event which is due to take place at the Brighton 
and Hove Progressive Synagogue and, she hopes, would 
be adopted by other congregations as well. “The idea is 
to encourage congregants to share food and products 
with people in need in their localities as well as having the 
opportunity to discuss the importance of sharing,” she says. 
“The book takes readers on a journey around the globe to 
meet the people at the forefront of change. For me, the three-

year journey to produce Generation Share is the culmination 
of a decade of work and confirms the power of sharing and 
the Sharing Economy to transform lives and the planet at 
large. I wanted to bring much needed hope to the world and 
show that if we share, we can achieve anything.”

Among the various case studies that the book documents 
from around the world are some positive examples of sharing 
and collaboration in Israel, which include the Jerusalem Food 
Cooperative; The Sur Baher Composting project, run by 
Palestinian women in East Jerusalem; Urban Kibbutz Reshit 
in a deprived neighbourhood in Jerusalem; ‘Arabian Nights’ 
dinners cooked and shared by a Muslim woman in Jaffa, 
which is part of the Israeli initiative EatWith, and the Israeli 
organisation WEconomize which helps organisations and 
municipalities design, plan and operate Sharing platforms. 
Benita and Sophie also interviewed Amos Davidowitz, a 
leader and activist of the Kibbutz movement, about his 
optimistic vision of the future of the Kibbutz in Israel, despite 
the changes of Kibbutzim over the years.

Sophie, who describes her work as Photography with 
Purpose, adds “Throughout the Generation Share 
photography I found that inner sparkle in people. I take 
that approach into all my work now and photograph from 
the inside out. The idea is to get the positive motivational 
intention of each person and let that spark shine through the 
book to inspire others”.

Generation Share is being published by non-profit publishers 
Policy Press, who bring books of social impact to readers 
worldwide and is printed sustainably from waste materials. 
“Each copy sold”, says Benita, “will plant a tree and educate 
a slum-based girl in India, helping to share the love with every 
purchase.”

Generation Share is available on Amazon and at bookstores. 
For information about the Generation Share world tour and 
dates visit benitamatofska.com 

D Day in Bayeux 6th June 2019 
by Charlotte Carlebach (age 11)

The Importance of Sharing 
by Yael Breuer



14 15

issue 298 | july 2019

Culture / Feature

Herman Wouk 
by Jeremy Rosen

Herman 
Wouk, who 
died a few 
weeks ago 
at the age of 
103, was one 
of the most 
successful 
American 
novelists. 
Surprisingly, 
he was also 
a practising, 
orthodox 
Jew. Unlike 

the current crop of American Jewish 
novelists (who just love to demean 
and diminish their Jewish heritage and 
distance themselves) Herman Wouk 
was proud of his Jewish religious 
identity and supportive of traditional 
Jewish values and an Orthodox life 
style.

During the Second World War he had 
a distinguished career in the Navy. His 
experiences there were the background 
to his first novel Aurora Dawn and then 
the roaring success, The Caine Munity, 
written in 1951. It won the Pulitzer prize 
and was on the best-seller lists for over 
two years. It was turned into a very 
successful movie.

Then came another best-seller Marjorie 
Morningstar in 1955, also turned into 
a successful movie. It was the love 
story of a beautiful naïve New York 
Jewish girl from a wealthy, traditional 
family. Scenes from Jewish religious 
life introduced Judaism to the wider 
American public. It too became a very 
successful movie with Natalie Wood in 
the lead.

Marjorie Morningstar was the first 
overtly Jewish movie of the post-war 
era, that dealt openly with questions 
of Jewish identity in America. It 
established Wouk as the leading pro-
Jewish writer in the English language 
but soon to be overshadowed by 
Chaim Potok (author of The Chosen) 
who wrote about life in the Hassidic 
community and the tensions between 
modernity and tradition.

Saul Bellow, Bernard Malamud and 
Philip Roth were great writers and 
magisterial figures on the world literary 
scene. Much more acclaimed by the 
literati and critics. But they had all 
rejected their Jewish religious identity 

and were heroes of the radical left. 
Now of course they are unfashionable 
because they are white males and 
Jewish to boot. One can argue whether 
they contributed anything to Jewish life 
whatsoever. Not so Wouk.

His significance for me lay in a small 
book he wrote ‘This is my God’ in 1959. 
In it he explained Orthodox Judaism to 
the wider Jewish and non-Jewish world. 
In simple prose and without preaching, 
he describes beautifully what living as 
an orthodox Jew meant to him and how 
it contributed in a meaningful way to 
his life. He describes the richness of 
traditional ritual and practice in ways 
that make them accessible to those on 
the outside. Fifty years on it is still in 
print and highly readable and relevant. 

Time Magazine wrote a profile on him 
which said, “He is a devout Orthodox 
Jew who had achieved worldly success 
in worldly-wise Manhattan while 
adhering to dietary prohibitions and 
traditional rituals which many of his 
fellow Jews find embarrassing”.

Throughout my career in the Rabbinate 
and Education I have always 
recommended This is my God. And I 
still do, whether to Jew or non-Jew, 
as the easy first step along the way 
to learning more about Judaism. His 
death has made me feel that I have lost 
a close friend even though I never met 
him. 

The American world that Wouk grew up 
in was one was still heavily antisemitic. 
Preachers and politicians openly railed 
against the Jews and their supposedly 
hidden and venal influence on American 
life. The old Western European Jews 
who came to America in the early 1800s 
and had made their fortunes, were well 
on their way to complete assimilation. 
Many of the new Eastern European 
arrivals at the end of the century were 
strongly socialist. They were less 
inclined to be religiously committed. 
Intent on escaping poverty and so hard-
working, they had little time for religion 
and threw themselves totally into the 
dominant American society. Even so, 
hard work and success could overcome 
a lot of prejudice, as Wouk experienced 
in the Navy.

When Wouk wrote, Reform and 
Conservative Judaism were completely 
dominant in the USA. Orthodoxy was 
a very minor unimportant sliver of 

the Jewish population. There were 
still limits on Jews at Ivy League 
Universities, in the major professions 
and in government. Most golf and 
private clubs excluded Jews too. Which 
explains why so many Americans feared 
drawing attention to themselves and 
tried to hide their Jewish identity. It also 
explains why so many were anti-Zionist 
too. That was why Wouk was, in his 
day, so remarkable.

Now, fifty years later, much has 
changed. Orthodoxy has grown 
exponentially. It is the only sector of 
American Jewry that is expanding in 
size and influence. You can now see 
Orthodox men and women in all the 
major professions proudly displaying 
their symbols of Jewish identity in 
public. Not to mention the large number 
of Hassidim in the ranks of commerce 
and industry (as well, of course, within 
their secure ghettos).

Sadly, the old Jew haters remain, 
Farrakhan and Duke. In Europe and 
Britain (assuming it leaves the EU) the 
threat comes from the Fascist Right, the 
Radical Left, who are now joined by the 
Labour Party. And new younger voices 
are gaining traction to replace the old 
sickos.

Whereas Jews are doing well and 
thriving through their own efforts, and 
most doors are open, the other side 
of the coin is all too obvious. Now, on 
campuses many young Jews are scared 
to speak up against faculties and 
student bodies determined to attack 
and silence them. They often feel they 
need to hide their Jewish identity in 
the way they used to in Wouk’s early 
days. Antipathy towards Jews is rising 
amongst may communities, to such a 
crescendo that leading Democrats are 
now too scared to condemn prejudice 
and lies for fear of losing votes.

Just as, “The poor will never cease from 
the land,” as the Torah says, so hatred 
of Jews wherever it comes from and 
whatever the cause will never cease. 
But proud spokesmen like Herman 
Wouk, who can reach a wider audience, 
not just preach to the converted, are 
worth their weight in gold. We have lost 
a great one. Let us hope that a new 
generation will emerge.

Reproduced with kind permission of the 
author.
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In Pursuit of Peace        
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

The Sidra of Chukat, read on 13 July, tells us of the 
passing of Aharon, brother of Moshe and High Priest of 
the Jewish people for nearly forty years. It states that 
‘all the House of Israel wept for Aharon thirty days.’ The 
Rabbis comment that the words ‘all the house of Israel’ 
indicate both the men and women. Aharon’s passing 
was mourned by all because he sought to bring peace 
between those who argued and, particularly, between 
husband and wife. Indeed, in the first chapter of the Ethics 
of the Fathers we are taught, ‘Be amongst the disciples of 
Aharon - loving peace, pursuing peace, loving people and 
bringing them near to Torah.’  

Aharon devoted himself to carrying out the command ‘love 
your fellow as yourself’ to the highest degree. The Midrash 
relates how he attracted people to the teachings of the 
Torah. He never became angry if people failed to meet the 
expectations of Jewish law. He would greet everyone with 
warmth and a smile. People he encountered would think, 
‘If Aharon the High Priest greets me so warmly he must 
think I am a very worthy person. I must improve myself!’

In this way, simply through pleasantness and warmth, 
Aaron encouraged the Jews of his generation to feel closer 
to the ideals of the Torah.

Rabbi Moshe Feller relates that he once wrote an article 
which he sent to the Lubavitcher Rebbe for his comments. 
One of the points Rabbi Feller made in the article was 
that if a person is in a state of unconsciousness they say 
that one should shout his name into his ear in order to 
awaken him. Similarly, if a Jew appears far from Judaism 
one should shout his ‘name’ to him; shout that he is a Jew 
to remind him of his true identity. The Rebbe crossed out 

the word ‘shout’ and wrote above it ‘whisper’. Shouting 
at people and pointing out their shortcomings will not 
awaken them from their spiritual slumber. Whispering, a 
kind and gentle approach, is so much more effective.

The word used in Ethics of the Fathers for ‘people’ is 
Beriot, which has the literal meaning ‘creations’. Aaron’s 
example was to love everyone; including those that 
could be described as ‘creations’ - people whose only 
redeeming feature seems to be that they are G-d’s 
creations! Yet the path of Aharon was to find the hidden 
good that exists within everyone. Through his teachings 
and personal example he taught a path of recognising the 
incredible potential for good in each person.

The Sages tell us that it is through love of one’s fellow that 
the redemption of the Jewish people will take place. By 
striving to emulate Aharon we can play our part in making 
this a reality.

BHHC Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

For your calendar
Shabbat Dinner
The Dinner for Friday Night 6th July is SOLD OUT
Bookings are now being taken for Friday 3 August at 8.00 pm.
Just £10.00 for a fully catered, three course meal.

Catered Lunch & Learn 
Wednesday 11 July, 12.15 - 1.30 pm.
Just £7.50 for a fully catered, three course meal.
Places are limited.  All welcome. Bookings should be made via 
the Shul Office by ringing 01273 888 855 or emailing office@
bhhc-shul.org 

Our Annual Summer Barbeque will take place this year on Sunday 1 September 
in the Shul grounds from 12.30 pm. Great food and atmosphere. 

Adults - £17.50, children - £7.50. 
Book your place by contacting the Shul office on 01273 888 855 or  

office@bhhc-shul.org. Bookings must be made by Thursday 22 August.
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I wrote this article on the 75th Anniversary of D-Day, when 
I had an interesting conversation with a friend, an ex-
Immigration Law judge. As he is extremely familiar with 
the workings of the British military, we began to speak 
of several subjects including conflict strategy, military 
psychology, well-being for soldiers and the role of an 
army within Jewish ideology and theology. Each of these 
themes would be deserving of a Ph.D., but what emerged 
above all else was a discussion on the imperative for 
communal and societal enhancement and preservation. 
After all, a civilised nation usually goes to war either to 
remove a potential threat or to improve an already bad 
situation.
In an age when we are, hopefully, ever increasingly being 
made aware of our collective responsibilities to preserve 
and protect our environment, whether it be issues 
surrounding global-warming and climate change; toxic 
pollution of our seas, plastic waste, animal poaching, 
the destruction of vast areas of forestry (which has a 
directly detrimental effect on our eco-system), the huge 
reduction in global accessibility to fresh water supplies for 
human consumption and numerous other highly urgent 
and concerning issues, I ask myself why vast segments 
of society have chosen to either ignore these issues 
completely or they do not  promote awareness and care 
sufficiently in each of these domains. In the same vein, 
we are constantly bombarded with discussions in the 
media on issues of human rights, equality and human 
dignity etc. As if to say that these subjects have come 
to light all of ten minutes ago! If anybody were to read 
and delve into the Hebrew Bible (Torah) he/she will most 
readily recognise the cry for human rights and dignity that 
permeates throughout.
Outside of the frum (religious) camp, in the United 
Synagogue alone, the number of congregants and the 
Synagogue membership are dwindling. There are several 
factors for this phenomenon, one of which I believe is 
a growing sense of irrelevance. In this era of blatant 
irreverence for institutions as well as people in position, 
ritual alone simply will not suffice. There needs to be a 
massive re-focus. With that I do not mean the removal of 
traditional ritual, but the addition of heightened awareness 
and urgency on matters pertaining to our environment 
as well as societal concerns. These are actually our 
concerns and in my humble opinion, active campaigning 
should be an integral part of Jewish life. I believe that 
sometimes, because the keeping of practical Mitzvot 
and praying thrice a day can be rather all-encompassing 
and time consuming, there is a danger that one may 
turn inwards and closet oneself within the walls of that 
which is comfortably familiar. The way of life set out 
for us for millennia within Halacha can become a form 
of incarceration if not checked regularly. Ethics are 
fundamental to the very core of what it means to be a Jew 
and not merely an extra-curricular activity.
Which is why true leadership calls for acting correctly 
and justly when needs must. In fact, this is the only litmus 
test for moral integrity. The Rabbi who remains silent in 

the face of injustice just does not cut the mustard I’m 
afraid. The politician who turns a blind eye to criminality 
does not deserve the office, however nice or charismatic 
their personality. In an age of predominantly electronic 
correspondence, it is all too easy to simply ‘tweet’ or 
go on ‘Facebook’, but that does not necessarily call for 
reflective evaluation of a situation before putting pen to 
paper. Which brings me full circle to the subject of the 
military and D-Day, because a just nation requires an army 
to act as a deterrent. This, therefore, necessitates true 
leadership and the moral courage and clarity about when 
to wage war in the face of evil. 
On the eve of Shavuot, the Festival of Pentecost, which 
screams of Divine revelation here on earth for the only time 
in human history, we gave sincere thanks to those men of 
all the Allied Forces and of such tender age who fell and 
fought seventy-five years ago so that Nazi tyranny would 
not prevail. It is indeed a Memorial Day, but it should also 
shed light and impetus on our own lives so that we ask the 
cogent questions that transform this deceptively mundane 
human existence into a much higher calling. If we do not, 
then we do so at our own peril and passively perpetuate 
the individualistic philosophy pervading this generation 
over and above community and communal responsibility.

HHC Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN    Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com   www.hollandroadshul.com

Be the change for the better, for we are the future
by Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer 

RALLI HALL LUNCH & SOCIAL CLUB
(Registered Charity No.1142922)

PRESENTS
A BRIDGE & KALOOKI AFTERNOON

AT RALLI HALL DENMARK VILLAS HOVE
(£2.15 Parking Fee at Hove Railway Station)

FRIENDLY COMPETITION – WITH PRIZES
ON SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 15th 2019 AT 2.00PM

DONATION £10.00 INCLUDING TEA
TICKETS FROM ALAN BURKE - 01273 416335   

AND
RALLI HALL 01273 739999

Brighton and Hove Jewish Housing 
Association provides sheltered 

accommodation in Central Hove
It currently has a vacancy for a one bedroom  

unfurnished flat, suitable for single occupancy.
The affordable rent includes central heating; constant hot 

water; use of garden; television and telephone points.

For further information 
 or to request an application form 
please telephone 07716 114012 or

email bahjha@googlemail.com
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Fifty years ago, on 21 July 1969 at 02:56:15 UTC (Co-
ordinated Universal Time), American astronaut, Commander 
Neil Armstrong stepped out of the Apollo 11 Lunar Module 
Eagle and walked on the moon. 19 minutes later, he was 
joined by Lunar Module pilot, Buzz Aldrin. Meanwhile, 
Command Module pilot, Michael Collins flew the Command 
Module Columbia alone in lunar orbit. Armstrong and Aldrin 
collected 47.5 pounds of lunar material to bring back to earth. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_11)
Aged 14, I remember sitting with my family watching the TV 
pictures on a clear night in London. As I marvelled at the 
flickering images, I kept glancing at the slender crescent of 
the new moon with a sense of wonder. Suddenly, the moon 
had become another world and I never looked at it in the 
same way again.
So, an unforgettable moment and a date to remember. I doubt 
few people remember the Hebrew date. Interestingly, lift-off 
from the Kennedy Space Centre took place on the new moon, 
Rosh Chodesh Av 5729 – corresponding to 16 July 1969 – 
which explains why six days later when that iconic space walk 
took place, the moon appeared as a crescent in the night sky.
It was only when I embarked on rabbinic training at the 
Leo Baeck College in the autumn of 1984, that I became 
conscious of the waxing and waning moon cycle as I followed 
the Hebrew months that follow the moon. Most of us are not 
aware of the Hebrew date each day but the arrival of a special 
day in the calendar prompts remembrance. Rosh Ha-Shanah, 
falling as it does on the 1 day of the 7th month of Tishri, 

dawns so to speak in darkness. Appropriately, Chanukkah 
falls in the dark final days of Kislev and first dark days of 
Tevet. Meanwhile, four festivals commence at the full moon: 
Pesach on 15 Nisan, Sukkot on 15 Tishri, Tu Bishvat – the 
New Year for Trees – on 15 Sh’vat and Purim on 14 Adar. By 
contrast, Shavuot falls on 6 Sivan, when the moon appears as 
a crescent, and at Yom Kippur on 10 Tishri and Tishah B’Av 
on the 9 Av, the moon is becoming a two-thirds disc in the 
sky.
Of course, the moon has a tremendous impact on planet 
Earth, causing a huge gravitational pull that makes the 
oceans rise and fall – what we call the tides. The earth lives, 
quite literally, by the moon as well as by the sun. So, maybe 
we should pay it more attention. As it happens, awareness 
of the moon is incorporated into Jewish practice. Each new 
moon is announced on the Shabbat beforehand and Rosh 
Chodesh (first of the month) is celebrated with the insertion of 
the Ya’aleh v’yavo prayer into the first of the three concluding 
blessings of the Amidah, the recital of half-Hallel – half the 
celebratory psalms recited on the pilgrim festivals – and 
a special Torah reading. During the past forty years, Rosh 
Chodesh has also been reclaimed as a women’s festival by 
Jewish women meeting in Rosh Chodesh groups at the start 
of each month to celebrate and study together. 
Perhaps, as we mark the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 
moon landing, clear skies permitting, we might consider 
following the changing moon from day-to-day. Happy moon-
watching!

Moon-Watching   
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Events@BHPS 
Exploring Judaism with Rabbi Elli
For those who wish to broaden and deepen their Jewish 
knowledge.

Classes on Shabbat 2.15 - 3.45pm, after the Access to Hebrew 
class. 

Unit 6: Jewish History and Geography

• 6 July: Jewish History & Geography I

• 13 July:  Jewish History & Geography II

• 20 July:  Tishah B’Av & Jewish Memory 

No classes during the summer. Classes resume in the autumn. 

Access to Classical Hebrew
With Rabbi Elli, Shabbat afternoons, 1.00 to 2.00 pm

Open to students of all levels. To join, please contact the 
synagogue.

Open Wednesdays  
BHPS is open on Wednesday from 11am to 4pm for social 
activities.  Please bring a packed lunch (vegetarian or permitted 
fish). Hot drinks are available. Ring the office for further details if 
you would like to join us.  

All are very welcome to our events, but if you are not a member 
or friend of our synagogue please let us know you are coming on 
info@bhps-online.org or 01273-737223. 

Annual General Meeting  
The Synagogue AGM will take place on Wednesday 3 July at 
6.30 pm. On this occasion we will also be celebrating the 30th 
Anniversary of Rabbi Elli Sarah and Rabbi Danny Rich’s ordinations. 

voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association. bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim project  

01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform.  (Sue Rosenfield)  

01273 735343
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Community Foundation at Ralli Hall.  

Tel: 01273 202254 or rallihallcentre@gmail.com
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BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org   https://www.facebook.com/BrightonReform

BrightonReform

Lessons from Rome and Jerusalem 
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo 

These are worrisome times for us British Jews. If, God forbid, 
Jeremy Corbyn and his acolytes come into power, the British 
Jewish community as it currently is, will most likely be under 
attack for a number of reasons. These people are not happy that 
young Jews spend their gap years in Israel. They question our 
rights to produce and eat kosher meat. 
And don’t expect them to understand our need of security! Last 
month a registered member of the Labour Party, was caught 
writing Internet messages organising, literally, an assault on “the 
Synagogue in Hove”. 
These are serious reasons to be fearful of the future. But I 
must say that, despite everything, I feel a sense of calm and 
tranquillity. True, I sometimes wonder whether my children will 
move to Israel one day, but I do not see my own future outside 
of this country. I am not scared and if you want to know where 
such confidence comes from, I should tell you about my last trip 
to Rome. 
While I was strolling in the alleyways of the old Jewish 
neighbourhood, the Ghetto, I thought of what the same alleyways 
used to look like twenty or thirty years ago. 
At that time Italy had a strong Communist Party, which was 
the biggest in Western Europe. It dissolved in 1989, but its 
officials moved to other parties and brought with them the 
same antisemitic ideology that is the core belief of the current 
leadership of the Labour Party. 
Massimo D’Alema, former director of the Communist newspaper, 
was Prime Minister in 2006. The photo of him hand in hand, 
literally, with the leader of Hezbollah is one of the most fearful 
pictures you can see. Later he had the cheek to explain that, 
“Hezbollah is a perfectly legitimate Party”. 

The whole former Communist Party, which came into power in 
the 90s, was a threat for us Jews. Even less pleasant was the 
amount of antisemitic messages that Synagogues received, 
whenever the situation in the Middle East became tense.
Then, over time, things changed. This generation of politicians, 
all more or less relics of the Cold War and whose CVs are so 
familiar (they generally include holidays in East Germany and 
support for the IRA), retired, grew old, or were defeated by 
internal opponents. Now, the Italian Left has more reasonable, 
younger, and more intelligent leaders (some of them Jewish, 
I must say). Left wing antisemitism is now, in Italy, a fringe 
phenomenon. There are other threats from the Far Right and 
Muslim fundamentalism, but the Far Left is now a caricature of 
what it used to be.
Hence, probably, the sense of calm and lack of anxiety by which 
I face my future as a British Jew. I am not afraid because I know 
we are stronger. 
It may well be that, much as the Israelites in these weeks’ 
Torah portions, we are at the beginning of a journey through the 
wilderness, and we will have to face serious attacks. 
But we can take inspiration from Israel. There, a Jewish 
Community, or if you like many Jewish communities, not 
only survives but blossoms despite everything, despite being 
surrounded by enemies far worse than Massimo D’Alema or 
Jeremy Corbyn. The passion for Israel, and the strength of 
Zionist feeling, have given to the Rome Jewish community strong 
motivation to resist in the face of a hostile atmosphere.
We also may be facing difficult times in the future, but we have 
seen worse and we have survived.

Kuddle Up Toddler Group, 10.30 am
Erev Shabbat service, 6.30 pm

Shabbat morning service, 10.30 am

Cheder, 9.50 am

Shabbat Kolot – Creative & Traditional Service, 6.30 pm 

Shabbat Doroteinu & Shabbaton, 10.30 am

 Last day of Cheder Term, 9.50 am 
Stone setting of Rene Arlen z’l, 3.30 pm

BHRS AGM, 6.30 pm

Bulletin Board – July 
Regular Events 

Fridays 

Saturdays

Sundays

July Events
Friday 5 

Saturday 6

Sunday 7 

 
Sunday 21 

Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
Cheder Teacher
You will need: • a teaching or youth work qualification • teaching 
experience • to be a Hebrew speaker
Individual Needs Assistant
You will need: • previous experience supporting children with SEN
For both roles you will need:
• to share Reform Judaism values • to be available on term time 
Sunday mornings
For a Role description please contact:
Liz Shaw, Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeria Avenue, 
Hove BN3 3GE. Tel: 01273 735343
Application by CV to: Sara Bucciarelli at chederbhrs@bh-rs.org
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SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In  Light candles Out   Havdalah
Fri 5   8.58 pm  Sat 6  10.25 pm
Fri 12 8.53 pm  Sat 13   10.18 pm
Fri 19 8.46 pm  Sat 20  10.08 pm
Fri 26  8.37 pm   Sat 27   9.56 pm

SPECIAL DATES
Sunday 21    Fast of Tammuz – Fast ends 9.44 pm

What’s on: July 2019
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EvENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events.  
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com

EvENTS IN JULY    
      Tuesday 2 
 � Gil Hovav guest speaker on ‘My Great, Great Grandfather, Eliezer 

Ben Yehuda, and the Revival of the Hebrew Language’ at Ralli Hall, 
Denmark Villas, Hove 7.30 pm FREE event. Contact: ashley.woolfe@
bnjc.co.uk 
 
Thursday 4  

 � JACS with speaker Bev Cohen on ‘What’s a nice Jewish girl doing 
working for a Muslim charity?’. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove

 � Public Lecture organised by the Centre for German-Jewish Studies at 
the University of Sussex with speaker Professor Shirli Gilbert ‘South 
African Jews, the Holocaust, and Apartheid’ at 4.00 pm Conference 
Centre, Terrace Room, Bramber House, University of Sussex.  Contact 
d.franklin@sussex.ac.uk 
 
Friday 5  

 � Shabbat Dinner at Heene Road Community Centre, Heene. Entrance 
in Winchester Road, Worthing, 6.30 for 7.00 pm. Members £10/non-
members £12. Contact: westsussexjc@jmail.com or phone 01273 
728178 
 
Sunday 7  

 � Middle Street Synagogue Open Afternoon 
 
Monday 8  

 � Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the August 2019 issue 
Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to sjneditor@
sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk 
 
Sunday 14 

 � Garden PiqueNique à la Française in the garden of Worthing Quaker 
House. Games, bring and buy for charity. Doors open 2.00 for 2.30 pm. 
Members £7/non-members £10. Contact: westsussexjc@jmail.com or 
phone 01273 728178 
 
Wednesday 17     

 � Sussex Jewish Golfing Society meeting at the Dyke Golf Club when it will 
be playing for the Sugarman Trophy, Contact ashley@sportscastnet.
com 
 
Friday 26 

 � Helping Hands Saba and Safta Friday Night Supper 5.30 – 7.30 pm at 
Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove. Donation £7.00  
 
Sunday 28     

 � Annual Arts Exhibition at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 2.00 – 5.00 pm 
 
Wednesday 31 

 � AJEX Annual Members & Families Tea at Middle Farm, nr. Firle BN8 
6LJ. £10.50 Per person. Tickets & Membership available from Moss 
01273 777351  
 
Ending Saturday 21 September     

 � Worthing Museum & Art Gallery Chapel Road, Worthing.  Internationally 
known artist Robert Koenig exhibition ‘Memorial Structures’ Reliefs 
and sculptural carvings remember war and concentration camp victims

Mondays
 � Shiur for the Actively Retired with Rabbi Efune 4.00 pm – 5.00 pm at 

11 Hove Manor, Hove Street, Hove. Tel: 07885 538 681 
 � Talmud for the Thinking Man with Rabbi Efune. 8.15 pm – 9.15 pm at 

Chabad House, Upper Drive, Hove 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Weekly Discovery and Discussion Group 
based on Jewish texts focusing on the personal meaning and relevance to 
our lives. 8.00 pm at Chabad House, Upper Drive, Hove. Tel or Text 07834 
669181

Tuesdays
 � Something to Say? - Discussion Group with Rabbi Samuel, every 

other Tuesday, Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove 10.30 
am Tel: 01273 732035

 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 
01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall 

 � Mummy and ME Music with Penina Efune at Montessori Nursery from 
11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating environment with your baby/
toddler, some meaningful discussion, music and movement

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. Tel: 
07811 601106

 � Chutzpah Choir Yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 
am – 1.00 pm weekly. For Hove venue contact chutzpahchoir@gmail.com 
or tel. Betty on 01273 474795

 � Israeli Dancing 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Ralli Hall. Email: nicolahyman@
talktalk.net or miriambook1@gmail.com  

Wednesdays
 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism) 

Coffee morning, 11.00 am, 1st Wednesday of each month, Hydro Hotel, 
Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650 

Thursdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly. 

 Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to the 
RHL&SC. Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 
8.15- 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her 

guitar (during term time)

 � Free Happy Hour at Montessori Nursery 12 noon – 1.00 pm ALL 
WELCOME. Come and celebrate, see, taste, hear and feel the joy of 
Shabbat. Tel: 01273 328675

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism).  
Service at 6.30 pm, 4th Friday of each month, at CTK Hall, Eastbourne, 
BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans 

Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am. Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 
Judaism). Service at 12.30 pm, 2nd Saturday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650

REGULAR ACTIvITIES

Please note that our next issue will be August 2019. The 
deadline for your announcements, news, views, articles, 

photos, adverts, etc., is 8th July 2019

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their 

vehicle.
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON 

The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE
JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM RD, 

HOVE. The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.


