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Pause for thought

When Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s father 
passed away in 2000, there was a retrospective of Pierre 
Trudeau’s political career printed in newspapers around 
the world. In one Canadian newspaper, The Globe and 
Mail, a photograph from the mid-1960s was included. In 
the photo were then-Prime Minister Lester Pearson with 
four of his senior Cabinet Ministers, all of whom would 
lead the country later – Pierre Trudeau, John Turner, Jean 
Chretien, Paul Martin.

Pearson was Prime Minister from 
1963 to 1968. Aside from a nine-
month interval in 1979, Pierre 
Trudeau was PM from 1968 to 
1984. John Turner lead the country 
in 1984 after Trudeau resigned. 
Jean Chretien was Prime Minister 
from 1993 to 2003 and was followed by Paul Martin who 
held office until 2006. Just imagine, with the exception of 
one decade since Pearson’s election, that one photograph 
encapsulates a 43-year reign of leadership of a country.

Yet it was also a decades’ long exercise in succession 
planning. Each one of these Prime Ministers had their 
strengths and weaknesses. Each one represented a 
change in focus, attitude or priorities. Was every change 

good? Some were better than others. Was any change 
bad? Perhaps. Only history will tell for sure. 

Perhaps, this is where our community is failing. We no 
longer get involved in succession planning and instead, 
when any new volunteer comes along, we do our best to 
ensure that the person has been given a life sentence with 
an organisation. In this regard Sussex Jewish News is no 
different.

And it is wrong. We have just 
come from the Yomim Noraim 
where we pray to be renewed 
as in days of old. This means 
getting new blood in, changing 
and adapting to our times. No-
one has a monopoly on ideas, 
which highlights why we need 

to find new ideas and new ways of making out community 
organisations appealing to the next generations.

Some may say that there aren’t any younger people. We 
disagree. We have to find them and find a way to make 
them volunteer in the hope they will lead us in a new 
direction.  

Succession planning should be our top priority for 5779.

Succession planning should be 
our top priority for 5779.
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
•	 are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
•	 accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•							welcome	readers’	contributions	but	reserve	the	right	to	edit,	cut,	decline	
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.

Sussex Jewish News
PO Box 2178 • Hove BN3 3SZ
Telephone:  07906 955 404
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk 
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Sussex Jewish Golfing Society
by Richard Simmons 

Our victorious team at the annual Tri-Nations tournament in 
August 
With our golfing season drawing to a close, September was a 
less busy month for us with the number of golfing days restricted 
by the Yom Tovim. However, our meeting at Kingswood Golf Club 
in Surrey had another large turnout from our members who faced 
a stern challenge on a course that hosts several professional and 
top amateur tournaments.
Our meeting in October was at the downland course at Seaford. 
This is a popular annual venue with stunning views over the 
Sussex countryside and the English Channel, which our members 
always enjoy.
Our final meeting of the year will be on 8 November. This will be 
our traditional “Chanukah” meeting at The Dyke Golf Club which, 
hopefully, will be played in calm weather conditions.

The next meeting will be arranged in April when Malcolm Sharpe 
will hand over the captaincy to Laurence Alexander.
We are looking for new members to join us, both male and 
female, accomplished golfers or beginners, young or not so 
young. For more information please contact our Hon Secretary 
Ashley Woolfe at: ashley@sportscastnet.com

Can You Help the Sussex  
Jewish Welfare Board?
The Sussex Jewish Welfare Board provides financial 
assistance for people in the local area who need it. It is 
generally in the form of a quarterly payment but can be one-off 
help for a specific reason or assistance to replace ‘big ticket’ 
household appliances. Jewish people who live in Sussex and 
are in financial need are welcome to contact the Board. Over 
the years we have helped hundreds of people and have made 
a real difference to their lives.
All Board members are volunteers from within the community 
and while we have some funds that are available to us, we also 
rely upon donations from the community. One such donation 
can be easily and painlessly done by as many members of the 
community who wish to help. 
If you are over 65 years old and feel that you could manage 
to heat your household without utilising the Winter Heating 
Allowance offered by the government, would you consider 
donating that amount to the Jewish Welfare Board? It would 
help us continue our work and offer real and direct help to our 
clients. We would love to hear from you!
People may call and leave a message on our answer machine 
on 07952 479111 or send an email to sussexjwb@googlemail.
com or info@bhjwb.org. You will then be contacted by one 
of our Board members and interviewed and assessed for 
eligibility.

Sussex and the City

Your News
Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Thomas Dollow, Morris Jones, Michael Koffman, 
Esther Lowenthal, Jessica Rosenthal, Laurel Woolfe and all 
who have special birthdays this month. 

Bar Mitzvahs
•  Mazel tov to Louie Mileberg on the celebration of his bar 

mitzvah at Holland Road Synagogue.
•  Mazel tov to Stuart Panto on the celebration of his second 

bar mitzvah.

Engagement  
Mazel tov to Rosa and Stuart Panto on the engagement of 
their granddaughter Daniella, daughter of Sharon and Howard 
Freeman, to Jacob, son of Asher and Dawn Moses.

Get Well  
Refuah sheleimah to Jackie Fuller and all who are unwell or in 
hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to:
•  Sidney Lipman on the death of his wife Evelyn z’l
• the family of Renee Arlen z’l

Achievements
Mazel tov to Dovid Efune, Editor-in-Chief of the Algemeiner, 
who had an article published in the Wall Street Journal on 6 
September 2018 entitled British Jews Have Reason to Fear 
Corbyn’s Labour Party. To read the article, go to https://www.
wsj.com/europe

RABBI JEREMY COLLICK
Rabbi Collick will be attending the Shabbat Service and 
Kiddush on 10 November at Brighton and Hove Reform 

Synagogue prior to making Aliyah in January.
We are sure that many of his local friends will want to 

attend and to wish him well.

IMpORTANT ANNOuNCEMENT
On 18 October Brighton and Hove City Council 

adopted the full working definition on antisemitism 
including all the examples. We are very grateful to the 
Council and its leader, Daniel Yates, for their support 

of and solidarity with the Jewish community.
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Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer 

I hope you have had a good Yom Tov and are ready to get 
back to your normal routine: we are certainly looking forward 
to seeing you all and being open twice a week again.
Our Tuesday afternoons have been very exciting. We were 
fortunate to have Alyson Sopel, an amazing Jazz singer, 
entertain us. Our members thoroughly enjoyed her singing so 
we are hoping she will join us again very soon. Margaret (our 
faithful Thursday volunteer) and her lovely husband Mark gave 
us a talk about their holiday in Israel this year. Once again, 
they showed us a lovely film about their trip and they talked 
us through the interesting places they visited and the people 
they met.
We have a new programme planned for our afternoons. We 
have a planned visit from a chiropractor who will explain how 
important our posture is. JACs join us the first Thursday of the 
month and always organise a great speaker. We are hoping 
Doris Levinson will come and give us a talk about her very 
interesting life.
With help from Laura Sharpe, we have changed from our 
summer menu to more warming winter food such as lentil 
soup, meat pies and chicken and mushroom pie, not 
forgetting lokshen pudding - Yummmmy!
We are delighted that some of the ladies who play bridge 
are now coming to the Lunch Club to help make up games 
for our members. We really appreciate their participation. 

Tickets are going very quickly for our Card Afternoon on the 
18th November. If you would like to attend this popular event, 
please call Alan on 01273 416335 or me on 01273 739999. 
Please keep the 2nd December free for our Chanukah party - 
it is going to be GREAT. Last year we had over 100 people…
We send our condolences to Sydney Lipman on the sad 
passing of Evelyn, his beloved wife and also to the family of 
Renee Arlen. Both these lovely ladies were members of the 
Lunch Club and will be sadly missed. We wish their families 
Long Life.
Looking forward to seeing you all.

Reflecting on Ralli Hall…
by Maxine J Gordon 

This fabulous photo is the ‘1st Mothers Meeting’ of the 
New Hove Parish Hall in 1913, now known as Ralli Hall. The 
building was lovingly built by Stephen Ralli, a prominent 
Greek philanthropist, to be used solely as a community hall 
for the All Saints Church in Eaton Road. It’s an incredible 
achievement to our Foundation that this beautiful Grade II 
listed building remains the same. It has been lovingly cared 
for by us since we purchased it in 1976 - your only non-
denominational Community Centre in Brighton & Hove.   
Contrary to popular belief, Ralli Hall is still totally self-
sufficient and does not receive any external funding or grants 
whatsoever. It’s hard to believe, but in order to survive, our 
only form of independent income is to rent out rooms. Sadly, 
our annual membership of £27.00 per person only brings in 
an average of £3,500 per year, which hardly even covers a 
month’s winter heating!  

So, over many years we have worked diligently and have 
recently managed to upgrade our facilities to meet the 21st 
century and beyond. We are pleased that through our hard 
work and endeavours, we are in the fortunate position of still 
being able to support our local Jewish community, which 
includes:
•  Complimentary rooms and resources for the Jewish Welfare 

Board, Helping Hands, Sussex Friends of Israel, Jewish 
Representative Council and CST Security, to name but a 
few.

•  Providing rehearsal space, Main Hall and Stage and 
assistance with props and costumes for Top Hat 
Productions – a locally home-grown musical group with 
yearly shows held over a weekend.

•  Being home to the RH Lunch & Social Club for two full 
days a week, providing kosher three-course lunches and 
entertainment for our older congregation.

•  The ability to supply community meetings and 
representation from all shuls thereby enjoying visits from the 
Chief Rabbi and Israeli Ambassador to the UK.

•  The provision of rooms for in-house groups including 
Sussex Jewish Film Club, Israeli Dancing and Jewish Art 
Society. Also, regularly present here are Jewish Historical 
Society and Sussex Jewish Genealogy.

Where else in the town can you bring together every Rabbi 
and congregation from each of our respective shuls? Only at 
Ralli Hall.
So, when our membership forms hit your floors in December, 
reflect on what we have already delivered to Brighton & Hove, 
reflect on what we still intend to deliver to Brighton & Hove, 
and reflect on what Ralli Hall has achieved, independently, 
since 1976.

Sussex and the City

RALLI HALL LuNCH & SOCIAL CLuB
pRESENTS

A BRIDGE & KALOOKI AFTERNOON
AT RALLI HALL, DENMARK VILLAS, HOVE

(£2.15 pARKING FEE AT HOVE RAILwAY STATION 
ON SuNDAY)

FRIENDLY COMpETITION – wITH pRIZES

ON SuNDAY NOVEMBER 18TH 2018 AT 2.00pM
DONATION £10.00 INCLuDING TEA

TICKETS FROM RALLI HALL OFFICE  
01273 739999 OR ALAN  BuRKE - 01273  416335
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A Crown Jewel in our Midst 
by Penina Efune

If Jewish Continuity is the key to our survival, then surely it 
is evident that the most important institution we have in our 
midst is the provision of full time Jewish Education for our 
children. Our Torah Montessori Nursery is the only full time 
Jewish educational establishment in the whole of Sussex. 
Interesting to note that, apart from Brighton and Hove, current 
parents travel from Woodingdean, Lancing and as far as 
Haywards Heath (sometimes 
taking more than an hour on 
the train).

Anyone involved in education 
will know that there is an 
enormous amount of work that 
goes in to continually maintain 
high standards and we are very 
proud indeed of our recognition 
from Ofsted, as Outstanding. 
However, it is not just about 
this, but more than anything 
else the parents’ love and 
devotion, as they are genuinely 
appreciative and inspired.

Below is a recent email I 
received from Dafne, an Israeli 
mother who came to Hove with 
her family on a three month 
exchange:-

“I am a mother of 4 girls and 
the Torah Montessori Nursery 
is by far the best nursery I 
have encountered. My younger 
two girls, aged four and two, 
attended four days a week and 
as far as they were concerned 
they would have gone every 
day. I can’t start to describe 
how happy the girls were 
to come in every morning, 
knowing they were going to 
have interesting challenging 
and fun activities, lots of 
guidance, attention and love 
from the staff and of course lots 
of kind and meaningful friendships.

I too was impressed with all they were taught and given and 
was so happy to send them to a place that felt like home 
but provided so much more. Although my girls are very 
independent I saw a big leap forward in that aspect as well. 
Getting pictures and a written report on what they did and 
said throughout the week was wonderful.

I highly recommend the nursery and all the staff working 
there.”

Our gorgeous quilt that you see on the front cover of this SJN, 
was originally suggested by Caren Fisher (one of our mums) 
who thought it would be a lovely way to have a memento to 
capture the past in the present that can be taken with us to a 
future purpose-built nursery.

Prior to our Farewell Summer Fair, we invited all members of 
the community to join us in producing their own quilt square 
that we could combine together to make the piece. A number 
of people came forward, including Margaret Wood, who was 
able to copy an old photo of the first day of Torah Academy 
(1988) onto a piece of fabric. At the Fair and for a few weeks 
after, children, parents and teachers contributed their pieces 

and then the whole thing was 
put together by another one 
of our talented mums, Simone 
Rodrigues. 

Simone, a mother of two young 
children, told me that she spent 
many nights working on the 
piece till 2.00 am and that she 
was doing this as a work of love 
and appreciation for everything 
the nursery had done for her 
children. When she presented 
this magnificent quilt at our End 
of Year Shabbos Graduation 
Party my breath was taken 
away. It was really much more 
beautiful than I had imagined.

Even more than the joyful 
colours and professional finish 
of the quilt, is the portrayal 
of vibrancy of the younger 
elements in our community. 
There is an exuberant spirit of 
hope, that throughout all the 
changes and challenges we 
may be experiencing, we are 
there in full force and the new 
nursery will be better than ever.

We are currently looking 
for new temporary 
accommodation. Any leads or 
suggestions would be most 
welcome. We would also very 
much welcome all members of 
the community, of any age, to 
join us for our weekly Shabbat 

parties, where you can experience a taste of Shabbat, see 
some of the wonderful work the children are doing and enjoy 
their singing and dancing.

If anybody is interested to come and volunteer to be with the 
children, we would be very happy to hear from you too.

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 
into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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Want to Learn Ivrit? 
by Yael Breuer
Did you know that there is a Hebrew Ulpan in Brighton and Hove, 
with a beginner and an intermediate level? This is your chance to 
learn Ivrit from scratch or to brush up your existing Hebrew skills. Be 
able to order a meal in a restaurant in Jerusalem, ask for directions 
in Jaffa’s alleyways, chat up someone on Tel Aviv beach... all these 
exciting possibilities are awaiting you!

The intermediate classes have recently started the third year and are 
running on Tuesdays. I have taught Ivrit for many years and this class 
has been one of the most fun, funny and satisfying to teach. Although 
there are varying levels of intermediate Hebrew abilities within the 
group, everyone has made tremendous progress. In addition, we 
have started a complete beginners’ class on Thursdays.

Classes run at the Reform synagogue, from 7.00 to 9.00 pm. More 
details on the adverts and feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions.

Helping Hands - ‘A support network, for the Community, by the Community’ 
by Jason Lever 

Helping Hands provides emotional and practical support to all 
members of the community.

Our maxim is ‘a support network, for the Community, by the 
Community’, and this can be found on our new fridge magnet cards 
that we’ve just sent out to all our volunteers and supporters.

It is a shame, though, that some people don’t call us even though 
they could do with our help and benefit from the wide range 
of support that our volunteers give day-in, day-out across the 
community.

We believe there are two main reasons why we are not reaching more 
people but could be. 

Firstly, we think there may be a misconception that our support is not 
confidential and that members of the community could find out that 
they’ve asked for support. It’s very important to us that we respect 
people’s sense of independence, dignity and privacy at all times. We 
can give definite reassurance here: the support of Helping Hands is 
completely confidential and nobody will ever know. 

Secondly, and more basically, we think that many people just don’t 
know about the Helping Hands support that is available and how their 
needs can be supported as individuals. In my work devising projects 
and programmes to support vulnerable children and their families, 
we’ve always referred to the problem of ‘hard to reach’ clients. 

More recently, we’ve realised that this phrase can be an excuse 
for not really finding out what their situation is, putting ourselves in 
their shoes and being empathetic about making it easier for them 
to come forward to receive help. Essentially, it’s about investing in 
learning what works best in ‘reaching out’ (actively), than bemoaning 
(passively) how they can be ‘hard to reach’. 

So, in this vein, can we ask you please to stick the magnets you’ve 
received to your fridge as an easy and helpful way to support fellow 
members of our community. We hope you will be our ambassadors 
by playing a key part in spreading the word and myth busting 
about Helping Hands’ support. Perhaps the magnet could start a 
conversation with your family, friends or acquaintances visiting you...

If you have not been sent a magnet but would like to receive one and 
help publicise Helping Hands, then please contact us.

We wish all our clients, volunteers and supporters a very happy New 
Year, and please help us spread the word in 5779.

Helping Hands email is helping-hands@helping-hands.org.  Our 
phone number is 01273 747722 and our web site is www.helping-
hands.org

01273 747722
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A Jewish School for Brighton & Hove – A Viable Proposition?  
by David Shinegold

A range of government-funded Jewish schools exists in 
this country. These include Charedi schools which teach 
children solely from the ultra-orthodox communities, and 
Free schools which offer faith places for Jewish children 
and invite applications from children of other faiths and 
beliefs. On the whole, children who attend Jewish schools 
value the education that is provided and enjoy sharing 
their schooling with other Jewish children.

In today’s educational climate, the government’s policy 
is to provide the funding necessary to build and run faith 
schools. Recently, a new Jewish Primary School, Mosaic, 
was opened in Roehampton, South West London, using 
the government funding that was available. In the short 
time it has been open, the school’s success has attracted 
increasing numbers of pupils, including non-Jewish 
children, from the locality and surrounding areas, and it 
continues to thrive, having grown steadily from its initial 
intake of around twenty pupils.

Whilst the Brighton & Hove Jewish communities are 
viewed as largely ageing communities, it is true to say that 
there is a substantial core of younger families with children 
living in the area who bring an enthusiastic vibrancy to our 
communities. In a recent survey, a considerable number 
of these families indicated that they would welcome the 
opportunity to send their children to a Jewish school if one 
existed in Brighton & Hove.

Given the positive indications of interest that have been 
forthcoming and the potential benefits that a Jewish 
school would bring to our communities, such as building 
confidence in being Jewish in Brighton & Hove and 
promoting greater understanding and acceptance, this 
could be the catalyst that encourages families to move to 
Brighton & Hove and ensure a sustainable future for our 
Jewish Community. 

We have heard from the developers of the New Church 
Road site that they anticipate that some of the facilities 
to be incorporated into the new development will attract 
Jewish families to Brighton & Hove. Enquiries have already 
been received from outside this area about the possibility 
of opening a Jewish school here. At a recent meeting 
with officers from the education department in Brighton 
& Hove, surprise was expressed that there isn’t currently 
a Jewish school here and indicated that the department 
could be interested in supporting such a proposal.

Given the positive indications of interest that have been 
forthcoming and the potential benefits that a Jewish 
school would bring to our communities, it is important to 
seek the opinions of all of those in our community who 
have a view about such a project. We seek the views of 
both younger members together with those who have had 
a longer experience of the community with the wealth of 
knowledge that they have accumulated over the years.

In order to facilitate an open discussion and to decide 
whether or not to proceed with what will prove to be 
a time-consuming, complex but ultimately rewarding 

and beneficial development, an open meeting has been 
arranged to which everyone will be welcome. The main 
speaker will be Shirley Lee, who played a major role 
in establishing the Mosaic Jewish Primary School in 
Roehampton and who will be able to explain the process 
of accessing government funding and establishing a 
Jewish school. She will also answer any questions we 
have about the tasks and challenges of creating a Jewish 
school in Brighton & Hove.

The meeting will take place at 8.15pm on Tuesday 13th 
November and the venue will be confirmed by email when 
you register your intention to attend by sending an email 
with the names and telephone numbers of those wishing 
to attend to info@bhjewishschool.org.

We do feel that there is a role for all the Jewish 
Communities in Brighton & Hove in deciding the viability of 
developing a Jewish school here and we would very much 
welcome your involvement in reaching a collaborative 
decision.

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021

• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226

•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  helping-hands@helping-hands.org

•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 
info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association. bahjha@googlemail.com

•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim project  
01273 737223

•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform.  (Sue Rosenfield)  
01273 735343

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Community Foundation at Ralli Hall.  
Tel: 01273 202254 or rallihallcentre@gmail.com

Brighton and Hove Jewish Housing 
Association provides sheltered 

accommodation in Central Hove
It currently has a vacancy for a one bedroom  

unfurnished flat, suitable for single occupancy.
The affordable rent includes central heating; constant hot 

water; use of garden; television and telephone points.

For further information 
 or to request an application form 
please telephone 07716 114012 or

email bahjha@googlemail.com
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A Tribute to Jill Richards 
by her daughter, Judy

There are many words that you may associate with Mum 
such as: efficient, organized, stoical, practical, logical, 
hands-on, resourceful and so on. This is what I call stage 
1 Mum – the growing up phase. At the time, it was hard 
for me to understand where I came from, as most of these 
are not words that would have been associated to me 
back then. But as I grew up, I realized that she was simply 
giving me the life skills that I would need later on and for 
that I will be forever grateful.

As the years went on, our relationship changed and we 
started to have more of a ‘friendship’ – this is phase 2 
Mum. Here, I learnt more words to describe her: discreet, 
supportive, hard-working, elegant, innovative, creative, 
mentor and fiercely loyal. 

I went to live in Israel in 1992, and although I know 
now that it broke her heart a little, she did not show me 
anything other than 100% support. 

But Mum really found her forte as a grandmother and has 
had the most immense pleasure from each and every one 
of her 10 unique grandchildren. I remember telling her that 
I was pregnant with Gal over 22 years ago, by asking her 
what she would like to be called: Granny, Grandma, Nanna 
etc. We both knew straight from the outset that she would 
be Grandy – the name of the main character from one of 
our favourite books – A Woman of Substance. Looking 
back now – we could not have found a more suitable 
name - for Mum was nothing, if not a woman of the most 
incredible substance.

Mum has been with me every step of the way, so it was 
completely natural, that I would be with her every step of 
the way in the final stage of our relationship – I call this 
inseparable Mum as, by this point, we were inextricably 
intertwined.

Here are some stage 3 words to describe this incredible 
woman: appreciative, emotional, warm, dignified, 
determined, loving, devoted, funny, humble, strong and 
unbelievably brave.

If there is a tagline that I can think of to best describe her 
attitude over the last 4 years it would be this: don’t make a 
drama out of a crisis. She would say, it is what it is so now, 
let’s make the best of it, and we certainly did that.

You, Dad and Mum gave the 4 of us, and our 10 children, 
a shining example of what a marriage can be – what a true 
partnership looks like and your love, care and attention 
(and dare I say patience!) during this trying time have been 
nothing short of awe-inspiring. You have been more than a 
rock and I know you know no matter how hard Mum found 
some days, her respect, love and admiration for you knew 
no bounds. 

And finally, to Mum – it has been my honour and privilege 
to stand by your side and be a part of your incredible life. 
In the words of Bette Midler:

Did you know that you’re my hero,

And everything I would like to be?

I can fly higher than an eagle,

For you are the wind beneath my wings

From Joan and David Melcher
The poet Kahil Gibran wrote of friendship: “Your friend is 
your needs answered” and how true this is of our enduring 
friendship with both Jill and Ivor.

Over time we became a close foursome, enjoying many 
happy moments, at the theatre, concerts or holidays, 
mainly cruising. Although we did not share Jill’s interest 
in bridge or golf (in both of which she excelled), we were 
happy to be together, eating out, laughing and discussing 
world affairs.

Jill had a wonderful smile which lit up a room. She never 
liked to be the centre of attention. Behind her quiet mien 
was a heart of gold, generous to a fault in her friendships 
and the community to which she contributed a great deal, 
always unobtrusively.

Friendships like Jill’s are few and far between, we will miss 
her terribly...

Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare 
Board provides affordable 

accommodation in Central Hove
It currently has a vacancy for a one bedroom unfurnished flat, 
suitable for single occupancy and a one bedroom unfurnished 

flat suitable for a couple.
The rent includes central heating; constant hot water; use of 

garden; television and telephone points.

For further information or to request an application form 
please telephone 07716 114012 or email  

bahjha@googlemail.com

If you would like to save money on 
your home/business expenses 
with a Which? recommended 
supplier, please contact David 

Schaverien tel: 01273 779001 
email: Theschav@uwclub.net
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Historical Synagogues

Your readers may wish to know that Middle Street is the 
fourth Synagogue in Brighton, not the third as stated on 
page 6 of the September issue of SJN.

The first was rooms in a house in Jew Street in about 
1792, although there is no documentary evidence as 
to its exact location. However, a map of 1808 does 
give the exact location of the second Synagogue, also 
rooms in a house, in Poune’s Court, off West Street. 
The third is therefore Devonshire Place, initially in 1825 
in two houses, but by 1838 was our first purpose-built 
Synagogue, and designed by David Mocatta. Thus, 
Middle Street (of 1875) is the fourth in this City.

Some years ago, I researched all the places in Brighton 
& Hove in which have been held regular Jewish 
Services. There were then some 16, plus many other 
places in which occasional Services had been held. 
These lists were published in SJN at that time.

Yours sincerely,

Godfrey R Gould

On Holland Road

Just a thought concerning the ongoing Holland Road/
New Church Road saga.

Kalman Fausner and Rabbi Wilner worked extremely 
hard to build up the membership of this lovely 
Orthodox Synagogue in Holland Road. Spreading good 
cheer with a bottle of scotch for porters in blocks of 
flats to inform them when Jewish families moved in. 
They probably invented ‘cold calling’!

I’m sure you’ll say this is ancient history, but isn’t that 
what Judaism is - wonderfully historic? Rabbi Samuel 
is providing spiritual guidance with his inspirational 
sermons and splendid voice.

I do think it would be tragic for this beautiful building to 
be pulled down.

Anne Fausner

Talk instead of walk

Regarding the feature on whether Jews should start 
packing their bags (JC, August 10), are people really 
going to give up on 350 years of tolerance of Jews 
in the UK and the incredibly rich Jewish cultural and 
economic life here, just because some old Marxist at 
war with his own party happens to be Leader of the 
Opposition?

Is Israel really a better and safer place to live, with real 
antisemites on two of its borders wanting to destroy 
the country, which is why Israelis have to serve in the 
army?

Say what you like about Her Majesty’s Opposition, they 
are not likely to create an environment that Israelis have 
to deal with on a daily basis.

Also, Labour are not yet near power. Mr Corbyn needs 
to win about 40 marginal seats in places that currently 
vote Conservative, like Dudley, Swindon and Milton 
Keynes. The most likely result will be another no-score 
draw, disappointment for both parties and the eventual 
change of both leaders.

We need to fight against extreme and over-the-top 
discussion. What we need is some calm moderation to 
return, not just to public discourse, but also to politics 
in general; calm reflection and consideration rather than 
ranting or shock-filled editorials. Our sages said much 
of following “the middle path”, we should certainly 
reflect on that in relation to our future in this country.

Gordon Kay
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Dr Davis 
by Yael Breuer

In the year in which the NHS is 
celebrating its 70th anniversary, a 
doctor from Hove who qualified just 
weeks before the birth of the NHS, 
has not hung up his white coat yet.

Dr Neville Davis MBE, 93, who lives 
in Hove, is thought to be the UK’s 
oldest working doctor. Originally 
from London, Dr Neville attended 
Whittingham College, a Jewish 
boarding school originally in Hove, 
Brighton and then Handcross. He 
subsequently lived and practised in 
London, but moved back to Hove 
eleven years ago with his wife, 
Kathryn.

“I qualified in 1948 and started 
my own practice in 1950 in New 
Southgate. While most family 
doctors in those days practised 
from home, I turned an old 
barber’s shop into a surgery, and 
subsequently, having taken a 
partner, moved into a custom-built 
medical practice where we saw 
patients and trained other GPs,” 
says Dr Davis.

Even in those days, according to 
Dr Davis, many GPs were feeling 
unsupported and dissatisfied with 
the NHS for similar reasons to those 
of today. “Funds were lacking, 

there were 
long working 
hours and many 
threatened to 
walk out. I liked 
working for the 
NHS but felt the 
need to expand 
into other health 
professional 
areas as well,” 
he explains. 
“I turned to 
Occupational 
Medicine and 
became involved 
in the health 
of workers in 

their workplaces, which included 
British Gas, the National Institute 
for Medical Research and local 
authorities. Then I became 
interested in Clinical Forensic 
Medicine and worked for the 
Metropolitan Police from 1966 
until 2009. I am still active as an 
independent expert witness in 
cases involving sexual and other 
assaults. I was instrumental in 
establishing the Section of Clinical 
Forensic Medicine at the Royal 
Society of Medicine and became its 
first President.”

Over the years, Dr Davis has held 
numerous prestigious positions, 
including Vice-President of the 
Royal Society of Medicine. He 
is also a past-president of the 
Medico-Legal Society.

“One big difference between the 
NHS then and now”, he says, “is 
that today, with so many rules 
and regulations, the doctor’s 
individuality has been somewhat 
taken away. Today’s structured 
guidelines are largely a good thing, 
but I used to like the fact that my 
colleagues and I could use our own 
judgement, individual experience 

and intuition in a way that GPs 
today may not be able to exercise.”

Dr Davis recalls that, in times of 
big epidemics like ‘flu, measles, 
mumps and polio, he and his 
partners would cope with up 
to 30 home visits a day. Rotas 
were arranged with neighbouring 
practices to cover half-days and 
week-ends. “Later on, call-services 
became available, but we had to 
fund them. Today’s centralised 
services, particularly with the use of 
paramedics, are appreciably more 
efficient.”

In 2000 Dr Davis was appointed 
MBE for his services to medicine. 
He regards himself as “a secular, 
non-practising Jew, but I feel very 
Jewish emotionally and in my 
attitude to life.” His parents came 
to the UK from Minsk at the turn of 
the 20th century, but he is aware 
that many family members who 
remained in Russia perished in the 
Holocaust.

He remembers a traditional, 
kosher home and that his father 
was Senior Warden in the North 
London Synagogue in Lofting Road, 
Islington. There were often thirty or 
more family members at Passover 
Seders.

Dr Davis, fit and active in spite of a 
recent heart attack, still contributes 
to local activities. He has been 
treasurer of the local Macmillan 
Cancer Support Committee and 
president of the Hove Probus Club 
for retired professional and business 
men, where he has just taken on the 
job as treasurer. He says charities 
and similar organisations need as 
much voluntary help as they can 
get, and age should be no bar.
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Yuval Harari and Religion 
by Jeremy Rosen 

I have always enjoyed reading 
books that challenge my 
preconceptions. Whether it was 
Dawkins, Dennett, Harris, Hitchens, 
Pinker, or all the other atheists who 
rubbished religion, I read them 
with interest, to see if they could 
challenge my faith or get me to 
reassess my arguments. They rarely 
did, because the straw man of 
religion that they set up to destroy 
just wasn’t my religious position at 
all. Mine was not based on myths 
or fear of being struck down by 
heaven or going to hell. It was 
neither exceptionalist nor exclusive. 
It was not a fundamentalist or 
genocidal. All things that they 
accused religion of. If it was 
true that awful crimes had been 
committed in the name of religion, 
so had they been in the names of 
Marxism, atheism, and any other 
ism. Even in the name of football! 
All humans were and are imperfect 
to one degree or another.

My religion was not a perfect 
answer to all of life’s problems or 
in a belief that a Divine Superman 
would come down from heaven to 
save me from my indiscretions or 
those of others. It was based on 
experience, feeling, study, and a 
framework for living that maintained 
a connection with my history and 
community and got me to think 
about my behaviour and try my best 
to improve it. I certainly accepted 
that humans could be good people 
without religion; it was just that I 
thought they would be missing out 
on an important spiritual dimension 
that adds something more to the 
complexity and tapestry of life. One 
can live without music, too.

Yuval Harari is the latest champion 
of this secularist cause. I enjoyed 
reading his book Sapiens. Its 
broad sweep of human evolution 
was fascinating. He offered a 
range of possibilities on many 
issues before coming down on 
the side of one or the other. And 
he stimulated me to read more, 
so that I soon discovered that 

many experts greater than him 
completely disagreed on a range of 
fundamentals. 

I was disappointed with his next 
book Homo Deus. Not for the 
analysis or description of how 
machines, artificial intelligence, 
would radically change us and our 
world. But rather with his confident 
assertion that there was neither 
need nor room for spirituality, or 
what different people mean by God. 
When someone can confidently 
assert that something that makes 
no sense to them cannot make 
sense to anyone else, this seems 
hubristic and illogical. I agree I 
cannot prove to a sceptic that 
God exists. But I don’t understand 
how anyone can assert with utter 
confidence that God does not. All 
one can say is that it makes no 
sense to them.

In his latest book, 21 Lessons for 
the 21st Century, Harari returns to 
discuss the challenges of the future 
and once again misrepresents 
religion when it suits him. For 
example, he confidently asserts that 
“mainstream Judaism…maintains 
that the entire cosmos exists just 
so that…rabbis can study their 
holy scriptures, and that if Jews 
cease this practice, the universe will 
come to an end” (p.186). Really? 
Some might. I don’t. Not literally, 
and I regard myself as mainstream. 
Many ideas expressed in Midrashic 
thought are metaphorical or 
allegorical, not literal. “This,” he 
says, “is a central article of faith 
of Orthodox Jews”. Strange that 
Maimonides or any other of the 
great rabbis who formulated 
Principles of Jewish Faith never 
thought to mention it.

Do “secular Jews…too believe that 
the Jewish people are the central 
heroes of history and the ultimate 
wellspring of human morality, 
spirituality, and learning”? Really? 
And if there are indeed some Jews 
who think they are automatically 
better or more spiritual, most 
of those I mix with certainly do 

not. And Harari seems to think 
that all Orthodox Jews read the 
Bible literally, with no nuance or 
commentary.

He says, “Prior to 1800 the Jewish 
impact on science was limited.” Is 
he not aware that all universities 
then were religious institutions and 
that, with rare exceptions, Jews 
were banned from them and from 
the non-Jewish intellectual world? 
As if a Jew in Eastern Europe had 
much of a chance of participating 
with the world’s intellectuals, 
until perhaps Mendelssohn or 
exceptional cases in parts of Italy 
in the benign pockets of the Islamic 
world.

Yet, to my great surprise, without 
realizing it perhaps, he actually 
manages to find something positive 
to say about Orthodox Judaism. 
In talking about AI and the threat it 
poses to jobs, he discusses forms 
of universal basic support. It is not a 
bad idea in theory. It might answer 
the purely financial challenge of 
mass unemployment. But not the 
psychological one that many could 
end up without purpose, vegetate 
or turn to violence. This is his 
surprising opinion:

“Perhaps the most successful 
experiment so far in how to live a 
contented life in a post-work world 
has been conducted in Israel. [He 
is obvious ignorant of American 
and European Orthodoxy.] …
about 50 percent of ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish men never work. They 
dedicate their lives to studying holy 
scriptures… They and their families 
don’t starve …they don’t lack the 
basic necessities of life.

“…Although they are poor and 
unemployed, in survey after survey 
these ultra-Orthodox Jewish 
men report higher levels of life 
satisfaction than any other section 
of Israeli society. This is due to 
the strength of community bonds 
as well as a deep meaning they 
find in studying scripture and 
performing rituals. A small room 
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The recent Service at his grave at Florence Place 
Cemetery to mark the 50th anniversary of Sussex 
Police, and a request for a copy of my speech (there 
isn’t one) has prompted me now to write of him, if only 
for the sake of inclusivity.
Henry Solomon was born in London (probably the 
East End) in 1794 and trained to be a watchmaker. In 
1821 he came to Brighton and here married Martha, 
one of the daughters of Emanuel Hyam Cohen, 
a Schoolmaster who owned two schools, and is 
credited with being the founder of the Brighton Jewish 
community. Of his brothers-in-law, Levi Emanuel 
Cohen was the founder, proprietor, Manager and 
editor of the outstanding campaigning newspaper, the 
‘Brighton Gazette’. Another, Hyam Lewis, a naturalised 
immigrant from Prague (and an ancestor of Lord 
Cohen of Brighton) was the first professing Jew to be 
elected to public Office in this country - he was a Town 
Commissioner of Brighton. Henry, also, involved himself 
fully in the affairs of the Jewish community and became 
an Elder, a Trustee, and at the time of his death was the 
Vice President of the Brighton Hebrew Congregation.
But it is his work for the whole community that he is 
better remembered. In 1822 he was appointed, at an 
annual salary of £50, Inspector of Post Horse Duty. 
Other appointments followed, some consecutive, some 
concurrent, Superintendent of Hackney Coaches, 
Bathing Machines and Pleasure Boats in 1823, 
responsibility for the watering of roads in 1826, the 
same year as Inspector of Nuisances, and in 1827 
Inspector of Gas Lighting. Then, with Mr William 
Pilbeam, Joint Officer of the Watch until, in 1832 with 
the establishment of the Brighton Police, they were 
appointed Joint Chief Officers. In 1838 William Pilbeam 
retired leaving Henry the first sole Chief Officer of the 
Force, now with an annual salary of £200, plus £80 
‘perks’.

All this was to end most tragically on 13 March 1844. 
At about 8pm that day a young man named John 
Lawrence was brought in to Henry’s office in Brighton 
Town Hall, having been taken into custody upon 
stealing a carpet from a shop in St James’s Street. 
Lawrence appeared to be somewhat disturbed, so 
the Chief Constable invited him to sit by the fire to 
calm himself. Thereupon, Lawrence picked up a poker 
and hit Henry about the head with it. As there were a 
Constable and three other people in the office at the 
time, the culprit was immediately apprehended. Henry 
was taken to his home but died the following day. 
Two days later, following an inquest, Henry Solomon 
was buried at Florence Place Cemetery where his 
fine gravestone has now been magnificently restored. 
The Town of Brighton gave him a public funeral, and 
launched a Testimonial Fund to support his widow and 
many children. Five hundred Pounds was given by the 
Town itself, £50 by Queen Victoria and 50 guineas by 
the Brighton Hebrew Congregation. A total of £1,030-
14-0d (£1,030.70p.) was raised.
John Lawrence was tried for murder at Lewes Assizes, 
and, although a plea of insanity was offered in his 
defence, the presence of four witnesses ensured his 
conviction. The trial lasted three hours and the jury took 
12 minutes to reach their verdict without even leaving 
the jury box. John Lawrence was hanged outside 
Horsham Gaol on the first Saturday in April 1844.
In his address at the Commemoration Service on 1 July 
2018, Rabbi Hershel Rader quoted Jeremiah’s message 
to the exiled Jews in Babylon some 2,500 years ago, 
“And seek the peace of the City in which I have exiled 
you and pray for it unto the Lord, for in its peace you 
shall have peace”. (Ch 29,v 7). This was the message 
upon which Henry Solomon devoted his life, seeking 
the peace of the City in which he had been exiled. And 
the whole community benefited therefrom.

full of Jewish men discussing the 
Talmud might well generate more 
joy, engagement, and insight than a 
huge textile sweatshop…

“Secular Israelis often complain 
bitterly that the ultra-Orthodox don’t 
contribute enough to society…
Sooner or later, the state will 
not be able to support so many 
unemployed people…Yet it might 
be just the reverse. As robots and AI 
push humans out of the job market, 
the ultra-Orthodox Jews may come 
to be seen as the model for the 
future rather than a fossil from the 
past.…in the lives of all people, the 

quest for meaning and community 
might eclipse the quest for a job.” 
(pages 42-43)

Well, there you have it. Orthodox 
Judaism could offer something 
after all. Even if it is by no means 
the whole answer. Many Orthodox 
Jews are simply not intellectually 
or temperamentally suited to lives 
of study. And as for the benefits 
of closed communities, or indeed 
subservience to community norms 
and limitations, they work well 
for some, but by no means for 
everyone. He might also have 
added the fact that very Orthodox 

people who do not use technology 
on Sabbaths and festivals might 
be even more relevant nowadays 
for mental health, as we and our 
children seem incapable of surviving 
one hour without our iPhones and 
iPads, let alone twenty-five.

By all means attack religions. 
Particularly religious power 
structures. They corrupt too and 
need to be challenged. What 
Harari attacks is his own biased, 
misleading caricature of religions. 
That only weakens his case rather 
than undermining the faith of those 
who can think for themselves.

Features

Henry Solomon 1794-1844
by Godfrey Gould
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Zeh Rak Da’ati - 3 
by Godfrey R Gould

“Who is Samuel, where is he?”
Do you like a bit of detective work? 
Then read on. Even if you don’t like 
it, you can still read on.

I’m a bit of a historian. And I know 
that if you state an historical fact, 
you have to back it up with hard 
evidence. So when I read in SJN’s 
September/October edition, page 6 
“The first recorded Jewish presence 
in our locality was Samuel of 
Norwich 1267” my history antennae 
started twitching. The key word, of 
course, is ‘recorded’ - where is it 
recorded and by whom? Where is 
the evidence for this statement? It is 
all new to me and indeed to others 
with similar interests.

The first instinct is to see what 
is recorded on line. I know that 
Norwich was famed for having a 
Jewish community in mediaeval 
times, and indeed there is much on 
this in Wikipedia and elsewhere. 
But nothing at all on anybody called 
Samuel, still less on any connection 
with Sussex. However, a chance 
remark indicated that maybe the 
source of this information lies in 
an article by Councillor Robert 
Nemeth. So I contacted Robert 
and he kindly sent me a copy of 
his article, with some comment, 
and the source of his information 
- “The Encyclopaedia of Hove and 
Portslade” by Judy Middleton. 
Robert’s article on ‘Palmiera Court’ 
was published in May 2014 and in it 
he observed that the first record of 
the Wick Estate was in 1267 when 
it was mortgaged by Samuel of 
Norwich. Robert actually wondered 
whether the date should be 1567, 
but I pointed out to him actually not 
likely, as then officially there were 
no Jews in England.

So, next to Judy’s Encyclopaedia. 
A tremendous piece of work bound 
together into four large volumes. 
There is no Index, so a bit more 
investigative work, until I found 
the quote in the Section on ‘The 
Wick Estate’ Volume 15, page 86, 
published in 2007, thus “the earliest 

mention of the land occurred in 
1247 when it was described as 
being mortgaged by Samuel, son 
of Isaac the Jew of Norwich”. 
Now we can proceed! First note 
that the date is wrong, 1247 not 
1267. And that there is no mention 
of Samuel having being present 
in our locality. The Wick Estate 
was a large tract of land between 
the sea front, roughly the current 
Brighton/Hove boundary, maybe 
up to the Old Shoreham Road, and 
west therefrom. An uncultivated 
and perhaps wild area with a few 
farms and smallholdings - and one 
Hall (Domesday Book 1086, Half 
Hundred of Aldrington). Indeed, 
it is from the detailed Inventories 
in Domesday Book, Hundreds of 
Benfield, Hangleton and Porstlade 
and Half Hundred of Aldrington 
that we can build up a picture of 
the area in early mediaeval times - 
ownership, population, economic 
activity, equipment and value. 
Portslade, for example, the least of 
them, had two villagers, was worth 
60 pence (in today’s money) and did 
not pay any tax! There was also half 
a plough - where on earth was the 
other half? The Encyclopaedia has 
a very extensive Bibliography but is 
not referenced. It might be possible 
to identify the original source, but 
that could take a great deal of time 
with no certainty of a positive result. 

But back to Samuel and Norwich. 
There was a Jewish Community in 
Norwich from 1135, but they did 
not have a happy time. (Actually, 
there is mention of Isaac the Jew in 
Norwich in 1086, but he is a one-
off). In 1144, the Blood Libel was 
invoked in the murder of William 
(later St. William) for which the local 
Jews were blamed. And in 2004 
there were discovered 17 skeletons, 
six adults and 11 children, down 
an old well. Professor Sue Black of 
the University of Dundee identified 
them as from one Jewish family 
thrown down the well in the 12th 
or 13th century, but dead or alive 
we don’t know. Generally, Jews in 

England in the 13th century could 
not own land and could not farm, 
the principle economic activity then 
and indeed up to the early 19th 
century. So what was a Jew from 
Norwich doing with open land in 
Sussex? There are two possibilities 
of his involvement locally. The most 
likely is that he was a money lender, 
a common occupation for Jews 
in those days, lending money to 
somebody to buy the land. But just 
maybe he was lending money to a 
non-Jew to buy it, but on his behalf. 
Perhaps he thought having land 
was better than hoarding his money 
where it was likely to be stolen and/
or taxed. Little did he know that 
in 1290 he would leave England 
without money or land.

But could he have been “in our 
locality”? Not really. We know from 
the researches by the late Sir Martin 
Gilbert, Fellow of Merton College, 
Oxford, and the most pre-eminent 
Anglo-Jewish historian of recent 
times, that at this time there were 
Jews in Rye, Winchelsea, Arundel, 
Chichester and Bosham. (And they 
were expelled from Winchelsea 
before the general expulsion). 
These were all significant places 
in mediaeval Sussex. From the 
same source as Portslade above 
we know, for example, that 
Bosham then had 39 villagers, 50 
smallholders and 17 slaves. There 
were a church, a mill, two fisheries, 
woodland and much else besides. 
The value of Bosham was £40 and 
it payed tax valued at £65. Although 
Bristelstune, the original name, was 
much less of a settlement, tribute 
was 4,000 herrings! So, from such 
evidence as I can derive, it seems 
highly unlikely that there were then 
any Jews (even visiting) in our 
locality.

But there is a twist in this tale. In 
1883 there was buried in Florence 
Place Cemetery ‘Samuel Jacobs 
formerly of Norwich’. But he was six 
centuries too late.
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I happened to be a schoolboy aged 9 in Berlin in November 
1938 during a Nazi mini pogrom, which came to be known as 
Kristallnacht, as so many glass-fronted shops were smashed 
that night.

My father had come to Berlin after WW1, having served in the 
Austrian army. He was an enthusiastic property entrepreneur, 
mortgaging one block of flats to purchase the next, owning 
a petrol import firm, a chrome-plating outfit and a dental 
surgery.

My maternal grandfather was born in Vyborg (Finland) and 
moved to Berlin, avoiding recruitment to the Russian army. 
My mother was born in Berlin. My parents were married in 
Berlin in 1923 and by 1932 we were a family of three brothers, 
I being the middle one.

In 1933 Hitler came to power promising to make Germany 
great again (!) by offering employment and blaming the Jews 
for the impoverished state of Germany after the economy 
was crippled by the loss of manpower after WW1. The 1929 
Wall Street crash had compounded the misery and led to 
Hitler’s rise to power. The Nazis murdered or imprisoned 
any potential troublemakers and the secret Police terrorised 
the public. Jews were expelled from the professions and 
universities and coffee houses no longer welcomed Jews. We 
continued to attend our Jewish School but both teachers and 
pupils regularly diminished in numbers. Anyone who could 
leave did so.

A brief respite from the antisemitic outbursts occurred during 
the 1936 Berlin Olympic games in order to display German 
physical prowess to the world.

In 1938 at Munich Hitler agreed with Neville Chamberlain, the 
British Prime Minister, to make no further territorial demands 
so that Chamberlain came back to England clutching a sheet 
of paper, ‘Peace in Our Time’. However, Hitler promptly 
thereafter annexed the Sudetenland. Earlier in 1938 the 
Germans had marched into Austria which released more 
antisemitic violence in Vienna. The League of Nations made 
ineffective protests.

Kristallnacht signalled the organised resumption of 
antiisemitic behaviour. The date was November 9-10 1938. 

The burning of our Synagogue in Pestalozzi Strasse was 
confined to the interior of the Synagogue as it had been built 
within a residential courtyard unlike the prestige buildings of 
the Oranienburg Strasse or Fasanenstrasse Synagogue which 
were still burning several days later. School was on hold and 
we had to stay indoors for several days.

It was time to leave our home in Berlin. The Kindertransports 
had begun soon after Kristallnacht. One train left Berlin 
Tiergarten station on 22 August 1939. This train carried 
several hundred children including my two brothers and 
myself. A very sad moment was when my Grandmother told 
us that she would never see us again. She was right. 

We arrived in Harwich 
by ship from Holland 
on 23 August 1939 to 
be greeted by a friendly 
policeman in a tall hat 
- such a contrast from 
the German Police. 
We went by train from 
Harwich to Liverpool 
Street and then on 
to Leeds where a 
most generous and 
hospitable Jewish 
community welcomed 
us. 

About 100 boys 
were provided with 
accommodation in a 
hostel in Steinbeck 
Lane, run on strictly 
orthodox lines. Fridays 
there meant a new 
experience for me, 
a Mikveh, in a local 
swimming pool, which 
we approached by 
passing an area where there was a most peculiar smell. This 
turned out to be from the local brewery! The many Jewish 
tailors provided new suits for the High Holidays.

We learnt English with a Yorkshire accent in 
rapid time so as to access the delights of Tizer 
and fish and chips.

We were fortunate; my parents arrived in 
England on flights from Holland with visitor 
permits on 1 September 1939 and bought a 
house in Finchley. We were reunited as a family 
in August 1940 just when the Luftwaffe started 
raiding the London docks. My elementary 
school was in Childs Hill and secondary school 
was Tollington in Highgate. Bar Mitzvah was at 
Kinloss and Talmud Torah at Munks in Golders 
Green. There I met Louis Jacobs and Alex 
Carlebach who were both assistant Rabbis. 
Some twenty years later in 1964 Eleanor and I 
joined the New London Synagogue. 

Features

Memories of a Refugee
by Freddy Lind
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Ryan’s Great-Great Grandfather  
by Ryan Walker

My Nana Doreen’s grandfather was 
called Maurice Rumbar: he was 
born in Russia in 1880. His Hebrew 
name was Samuel Moishe Ben 
Ephraim. I have chosen to find out 
about him as he was a Cantor and 
was known as Reverend Maurice 
Rumbar.

Maurice and his wife Dinah 
emigrated to England at the turn 
of the 19th century. Many Jewish 
families began to leave 
the Russian Empire 
in order to escape 
conscription into the 
Russian army.

Although the family does 
not know anything about 
their journey across 
Russia and Europe, 
I think it would have 
been very difficult and 
sometimes dangerous 
for them to travel all 
that way to a strange 
country with a different 
language, customs, food 
and climate. As Russian 
names were often 
misspelt at the point 
of entry to the United 
Kingdom at the time of 
his arrival, his name was 
altered to Morris Rember.

Morris settled in the East 
End of London where 
his five children were 
born. He and Dinah had 
two sons, Lou, born in 
1904 and Issy, whose 
year of birth is unknown. They also 
had three daughters, the eldest 
being Leah, who was born in 1909, 
Tammy and then Deborah.

Leah was my Nana Doreen’s mother 
and is my great-grandmother.

Morris acted as a shomer and 
cantor, singing the prayers 

and leading the choirs in many 
synagogues. He spent his years 
heavily involved in the synagogues 
in the East End of London such as 
Fieldgate Synagogue, Nelson Street 
Synagogue and Philpot Street 
Synagogue, to name a few. This 
area in London was the heart of the 
immigrant community at that time 
and Morris was very well known in 
the area.

As there were five children in the 
family to clothe, feed and look after, 
Morris supplemented his income 
with extra work such as tailoring.

His first wife Dinah died on the 
10th of February 1950 aged 64. 
He later married Sonja on the 16th 
of October 1952 in Philpot Street 
synagogue. They lived at flat 4, 219 

Commercial Road. (This information 
was vital in tracing him through the 
Federation of Synagogues.) 

He died aged 76 years old on the 
18th of May 1956 and was buried 
in Edmonton cemetery under the 
name MORRIS REMBER.

I think it must have been very 
difficult for my great great 
grandfather to move far from his 
home in Russia to England where 

the culture and way of 
life was very different. He 
knew he had to find a job, 
somewhere to live and to 
create a new way of life 
for him and his family. He 
worked hard and did his 
best to ensure his children 
and later grandchildren 
were given opportunities 
that they would not have 
had if they had stayed in 
Russia.

It has been interesting 
for me to research the 
synagogues in which he 
sang and to find out about 
how vibrant the Jewish 
community was in the East 
End at that time. There 
were many shuls, Jewish 
shops and businesses in 
the area, and most people 
lived nearby. I think that 
Maurice was probably well 
known as he was a cantor 
in many shuls - perhaps 
there are some people in 
our shul community that 

have links to the East End at the 
time whose families may have heard 
him sing.

It is thanks to the courage and 
determination of Maurice and many 
others of his generation that my 
family is able to live in freedom and 
peace now and hopefully for many 
generations to come.
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Present
‘Love Notes’

featuring lots of lovely songs from the shows and the 
charts.

At Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove
12th January 2019 at 7.30 pm

13th January at 2.30 pm
Tickets £10.00 will be available from 1st November 2018

£6.00 for under 12s.
Contact Laura on 01273 722173

UK JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 
8-22 November 2018
www.ukjewishfilm.org

Brighton Screenings:

Promise at Dawn, La Promesse de 
l’Aube
(an ode to mother-child relationships)
Komedia, Gardner Street, Brighton 
Wednesday 28 November 8.30 pm

The Testament 
(An engrossing thriller)
Komedia, Gardner Street, Brighton
Thursday 29 November at 8.30 pm
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On Sunday 9th December, we 
present an afternoon showing of 
the Classic Musical Drama, FUNNY 
GIRL, starring Barbra Streisand, 
Omar Sharif, and Walter Pidgeon.
The film remains, despite its age, 
one of the best performances that 

Streisand has given. Nevertheless, it is still a highly 
enjoyable movie as Barbra sings her way through so 
many memorable songs including, People, I’m the 
Greatest Star, and Don’t Rain on my Parade.
Barbra plays the part of Fanny Brice, who is seen 
as a stage-struck teenager, who gets her first job 
in vaudeville. She meets the suave Nick Arnstein, 
played by Omar Sharif. They become romantically 
involved, and Fanny’s career begins to flourish when 
she becomes a star. Unfortunately for Fanny, Nick 

has a shady past 
as a gambler, but 
that doesn’t deter 
her from wanting to 
marry him.  
Please note the time 
- 3pm. There will be 
an intermission, when 
we will be serving 
tea/coffee/etc.
Free to Ralli Hall 
members and full-
time students, 
otherwise £4
For more information 
contact David Bresh at breshdavid1@gmail.com

The BBC has been telling the inside story of how 
Otto von Wächter, a leading Nazi, escaped justice.

Intrigue: The Ratline is a 10-part podcast and 
Radio 4 series. The presenter is Philippe Sands, 
the international barrister and author of the award-
winning non-fiction book, East West Street. Around 
80 members of Sands’ family were murdered by 
the Nazis in occupied Galicia, while Wächter was 
governor of the region. Wächter was twice indicted 
for war crimes, accused of involvement in the 
murder of over 100,000 people.  

Photo taken by Philippe Sands of a book given to Otto 
von Wächter by Himmler

After the war, Wächter escaped and hid for four years 
before dying suddenly in Rome, while under the 
protection of a senior Roman Catholic Bishop. The 
bishop asserted – and Otto’s widow Charlotte believed 
– that he had been poisoned on the orders of American 
agents. 

Philippe tells his story with the help of thousands of 
letters between Otto and Charlotte, which are read 
in the series by Stephen Fry and Laura Linney. He 
gained access to the letters after striking up an unlikely 
friendship with Otto’s son, Horst, who lives alone in 
a 14th century castle in Austria. Along with Horst, he 
retraces how Otto planned to flee to South America on 
the “ratline”, the name for the informal escape route for 
ex-Nazis after the war.  

They discover how he managed to survive for three 
years in the Austrian mountains, while being hunted 
by the Allies – and how he came into contact with an 
American espionage ring while in Rome, with insights 
provided by Britain’s best-known spy writer.   

While Philippe sees the evidence of Wächter’s crimes 
as overwhelming, Horst believes that his father was an 
innocent civil servant who had no direct responsibility 
for Nazi atrocities. The tension between the two friends 
echoes through the series.

The episodes are available from https//www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/p04sj2pt.  The Series Editor is Hugh 
Levinson.

Funny Girl

Intrigue: The Ratline

Culture
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BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org   https://www.facebook.com/BrightonReform

BrightonReform

Are we Jew – ish?
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

What are we? Jewish? Why Jewish and not Jews? 
Christians do not call themselves Christian-ish. Muslims do not call 
themselves Muslim-ish. We Jews are different. We say we are Jew-
ish. As if we need to make the three letters J-E-W somehow less 
demanding. We are Jew, but not that much -ish.
Why? Is it because we are afraid of antisemitism? 
Let’s face it, in English literature Jews are not good characters. Think 
of Shylock, in Shakespeare’s “Merchant of Venice”, or the repellent 
Fagin, in Dickens’ Oliver Twist. Or the anonymous Jew of Thomas 
Elliot’s poem, the archetypal greedy landlord, who “squats on the 
window sill, the owner”, turning the decay of Western civilisation into 
personal profit.
The stereotype is still around. A few months ago, here in Brighton, 
a local politician posted a video on his Facebook page in which his 
political opponents were dressed as Hassidic Jews. He wanted to 
say that these city councillors, all of them Gentiles by the way, were 
exploiters of the poor. It is chilling to know that in this City, in this 
proudly multicultural and allegedly tolerant City, people look at us 
and see the greedy landlord of Thomas Elliot’s poem. The word Jew 
comes with horrible baggage. 
But there is another reason why we call ourselves Jewish and 
not Jews. Being a Jew requires a certain level of literacy, and 
sophistication, which we do not have. Let’s face it, all this wisdom, 
these volumes and books written by the Rabbis, are quite 
intimidating. When we open the Talmud we feel lost, we cannot read 
the language: is it Hebrew, is it Aramaic?
One thing we know, though. That Judaism has a lot of precepts and 
commandments that we expiate on Yom Kippur.
It is the circle of the Jewish guilt, the source of wonderful American 
Jewish literature. Knowing that Judaism has very high standards; 
failing to uphold such standards; feeling guilty for your failures. It may 
be great inspiration for arts but it is certainly not exciting to live by. 
This habit, setting yourself very high goals, and then feeling guilty 
because you cannot achieve them, is hardly the recipe for a spiritual 
life. 

But we have the opportunity to break such a cycle. Remember the 
words that were said at the very beginning of Kol Nidre? Anu matirin 
lehitpallel im ha ha-’avarianim “We give permission to pray with the 
transgressors”, the ‘avarianim’. We know we all are ‘avarianim’. We 
all have, one way or another, transgressed or neglected this or that 
Jewish practice of Judaism. Yet, at the beginning of Yom Kippur we 
give ourselves and the community, the permission to pray together.
Committing to do more Jewish things, is the way to break the cycle 
of guilt. So here is a suggestion from your Rabbi. Pick one mitzvah 
and make it your purpose for the next year. Like lighting the Shabbat 
candles, every Shabbat, for one year. Make a habit of it, for the next 
year. Going to Shul on Shabbat. Make a habit of it, a commitment, 
for one year. Volunteering with Helping Hands for one year. Through 
the practice of mitzvot, we can break the cycle of guilt, and be proud 
and committed Jews. A far more rewarding experience than feeling 
Jew-ish.
It will be an important moment of your personal teshuvah, of your 
repentance and return. Your community and friends will be grateful 
for the Judaism, the Jewish commitment you add to their life. And 
you yourself will probably be, less Jew-ish, and more of a Jew.

Saturday 3  Book Club - Hotel du Lac by Anita Brookner, 9.15 
am

Wednesday 7 Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm
Friday 9  Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm
Saturday 10 Torah Breakfast, 9.00 am
Sunday 11  AJEX Memorial Service at BHRS, 4.30 pm
Saturday 24  Torah Breakfast, 9.00 am 

Shabbat Service and special kiddush for Eileen 
Field, 10.30 am

The diary is subject to change.

Bulletin Board – November 
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Choosing the Right Girl!      
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

The first Sidra in this month of November is called 
Chayei Sarah – the Life of Sarah, a seemingly 
paradoxical name as the Sidra deals with the aftermath 
of Sarah’s death.  Interestingly, we often speak more 
about people and the lives they lead after their have 
left us than while they are still with us. Indeed, at the 
beginning of our Sidra we are told that ‘Avraham came 
to weep for Sarah and to eulogise her’. Although the 
Torah does not share with us the content of this eulogy, 
we can imagine the very special relationship between 
Avraham and Sarah, not only as husband and wife 
in the conventional sense of those times, but also as 
partners in Avraham’s revolutionary venture to spread 
his monotheistic belief system and values of kindness 
and hospitality.

Which brings us to the next, and main, part of the Sidra 
- the quest to find a wife for Avraham’s son Yitzchak. 
Avraham dispatches his trusted servant Eliezer to find 
the girl who will be the next matriarch of the Jewish 
people. Eliezer prays to G-d, requesting an omen which 
will indicate the right girl. He suggests that if he asks 
a girl for water and she replies that she will also give 
water to his camels this will confirm that she is the girl 
destined to marry his master’s son. We know the rest of 
the story and how he brings Rivka to marry Yitzchak.

Was this ‘omen’ just a random choice or did it hold 
some significance? Clearly Eliezer was aware of 
Avraham’s values and lifestyle and he knew that a fitting 
life partner for the son who would be entrusted with 
Avraham’s spiritual legacy would have to excel in the 
hospitality and kindness which characterised Avraham 
and Sarah’s existence. Therefore his suggested ‘omen’ 
was also a test of the girl’s virtues in this regard. 
The choice of Yitzchak’s mate was fundamental to 
continuing those things that made the Life of Sarah so 
special, making that a fitting name for the Sidra.

Over the four millennia since this narrative unfolded 
much has changed; including how we pick our life’s 

partner. In my experience, nowadays the majority of 
couples meet online, not through the efforts of their 
parents’ servants. What should remain the same is the 
focus on what is important for a successful marriage. 
Our Sidra teaches that shared values and goodness 
are amongst the most important factors and that hasn’t 
changed in over 4000 years.

BHHC Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

Our Weekly Shiurim 
Three shiurim are held every week at 31 New 

Church Road, Hove.

Wednesdays, 12.30 - 1.30 pm. 
Lunch and Learn for all. 

A light informal lunch followed by a shiur. £3 a head.

Thursdays, 10.00 to 11 am. 
Ladies’ Shiur (no charge).

Saturdays, half an hour before Minchah 
(times vary - please see weekly notices). The shiur is 
followed by Minchah, a Seudah Shilitit and Ma’ariv 

(no charge).

Events at BHHC: November-December 
2018 
Catered Lunch & Learn 
Wednesday 7 November at 12.15 pm
Wednesday 5 December at 12.15 pm
3-course lunch – cost £7.50

Friday Night Dinner
16 November – time to be advised
14 December – time to be advised
Cost £15.00 – spaces limited
 
Chanukah Dinner – Saltbeef ‘n’ Latkes
Sunday 9 December 
Watch for further details, time and cost to be advised.

Please call the shul office 01273 888855 to book and for further 
information.
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HHC Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN    Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com   www.hollandroadshul.com

“Bugles sang, saddening the evening air;
And bugles answered, sorrowful to hear.
Voices of boys were by the river-side.
Sleep mothered them; and left the twilight sad.
The shadow of the morrow weighed on men.
Voices of old despondency resigned,
Bowed by the shadow of the morrow, slept.”

Wilfred Edward Salter Owen, (1893 – 1918) War Poetry.

Judaism is not a pacifist religion; we are not pacifists. 
We recognise that war is a very bad thing but we do not 
regard it as evil. Indeed, we have different categories of 
war, we have commanded wars and we have voluntary 
wars, but we recognise the necessity of warfare. That 
said, we have no higher value than seeking peace.

Time and time again, within our Tefilot, within our 
prayers, we say that we are seeking peace, we 
pursue peace. We take as our role model the Biblical 
personality of Aaron who spent his entire life making 
peace between warring people, because we recognise 
that human beings are different, that they have 
differences and not everybody’s differences can be 
settled by people sitting down in a civilised English 
manner over a cup of tea! Some differences become 
very, very, acute and we understand this. Some 
marriages do not work and we understand that and 
we are realistic. When a marriage does not work, we 
say that the marriage was by agreement and therefore 
consensual, hence divorce is also by agreement and 
by definition, consensual (At least for the last thousand 
years). Interestingly, English Law is now, only now, after 
many, many, centuries, finally catching up with Jewish 
Law and saying that divorce can be by agreement 
because it finally recognises that when conflict exists 
that cannot be resolved then in that instance this is a 
way out.

That is just one example of how we pursue ‘Peace’ and 
we say that peace is not something that just happens, 
but that we have to pursue ‘Peace - we have to make 
peace: “Oseh shalom bimromav Hu ya’aseh shalom…”, 
“He who makes peace in His heavenly abode, may 
He create peace etc.”; well we too have to pursue 
peace actively for peace does not just happen. So we 
regard conflict as a bad thing, but as an inevitable thing 
and not something that is insoluble; it should not be 
insoluble. We go the extra mile to try to pursue peace.

In days gone by when communities in Eastern Europe 
were virtually autonomous (quite differently from 
today), if two parties had a dispute they would come 

to the Rebbe (Rabbi) and the Rebbe would sit (not as a 
Lawyer or a Judge in the conventional English sense), 
he would sit with each of them and he would try to 
bring about peace. He would try “OSEH SHALOM”, 
that we say is our highest value because we attempt 
to create in this world, on this earth, a world which is 
as near as may be possible, to Olam Haba (The world 
to come). We get closest to it on Shabbat and we 
constantly try to eliminate conflict. Whereas the idea 
of making Peace today, in the 21st Century does not 
seem to be such a revolutionary idea, 2000 years ago 
or even 1000 years ago, it certainly was. Many ‘Ancient’ 
societies regarded warfare as the fate of existence, as 
the default position. Every year, as the spring arrived 
after the winter, the campaigning season started, the 
season of warfare began. To set about creating peace 
and pursuing peace was an idea that was millennia 
ahead of its time.

In relation to Israel and the Palestinians today, never 
has so much ignorance and nonsense been talked by 
so many people who know nothing about the conflict. 
But the simple truth of the matter is, that there is not 
a single sane person in Israel who does not desire 
peace. When eventually, the parties bring themselves 
to come and sit together and to negotiate, then there 
will be a peace. And the evidence for this is peace with 
Egypt and also with Jordan. Sworn enemies of Israel 
eventually brought themselves to come and make 
overtures for peace and Israel extended its hand for 
peace. There are Peace Treaties in place which have 
been upheld. There is no war with Egypt or Jordan 
now and the countries are at peace; it may be a 
diplomatically cold peace, but a Peace is a Peace. 

In my opinion, the root causes of conflict are people. 
Judaism is very practical about human nature. We 
don’t expect people to be angels and we are realistic 
in expecting the worst of people. That’s why we have 
so very many laws. Many people have the urge to 
attain power for dominance. People create sociological 
ideologies, political ideologies or whatever it is that they 
pursue, for power. Many wars until the 20th Century 
were wars of ‘religion’, in fact the majority of wars 
were those of religion. In the 20th Century they were 
wars of ideology: a vile Nazi ideology... a vile Japanese 
ideology… a vile Communist ideology (which the West 
lost sight of because of the bizarre historical accident 
that the Soviet Union found itself fighting in the ranks of 
the righteous, despite having initially made an alliance 
with the Nazis!). But the truth is, I think, that whatever 
ideologies they are, whatever motivations they are, the 
beginning and the end of it is the urge to attain power.

Judaism is not a pacifist religion
by Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer 
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For the past four years here in Britain, we have been 
commemorating the centenary of the First World 
War. Each year, the nation marks Armistice Day and 
Remembrance Sunday. This year, which marks a hundred 
years since the war ended, both fall on 11th November. At 
the time, of course, this terrible conflict, which destroyed 
so many lives, was known simply as ‘The Great War’. It 
was only when conflict returned to the continent of Europe 
in 1939 that it gained a new name, designating it as the 
First World War. 

11 November is going to be a very unique moment. 
For Jews across the world, there is another significant 
anniversary that immediately precedes it: the 80th 
anniversary of Kristallnacht, the ‘Night of the Broken 
Glass’, 9 to 10 November 1938. This year, Kristallnacht 
falls on Shabbat. So: from Friday evening on the 
9th through Sunday 11th: a time for reflection and 
remembrance.

It has been some years now, since there have been any 
survivors of the First World War to share their testimony 
with us. Soon, those who lived through Kristallnacht 
will also no longer be alive to talk about what happened 
to them. At BHPS, one of those who experienced that 
terrible moment when the persecution of the Jews of 
Germany transmuted into a campaign of violence, Rose 
Cannan, Z”L, sadly died in November 2016 at the age 
of 94. Fortunately, she wrote her autobiography, In Paris 
We Sang. A Memoir (Ashgrove Publishing, 2013) which 
includes her Kristallnacht story, so her testimony has been 
preserved for present and future generations. We are 
blessed that among our membership, another Kristallnacht 
witness is still in our midst: Margarete Mendelsohn. She 

was only eight years old at the time. Margarete has also 
written her autobiography: The Nazis Through the Eyes of 
a Child (My Voice Publishing, 2012).

At BHPS, we will be holding a special Shabbat 
of commemoration to mark the 80th anniversary 
Kristallnacht, and we are delighted that we will be joined 
by Rabbi Tamarah Benima and members of the Beit 
HaChidush congregation in Amsterdam, aware that the 
Jewish community in the Netherlands lives in the shadow 
of the Sho’ah to this day. On Erev Shabbat, after the 
service, Dr David Jünger, Lecturer in Modern European 
History at the University of Sussex, will speak to us about 
Kristallnacht. The Shabbat morning service will include 
readings from the memoirs of Rose and Margarete, as well 
as scholarly accounts from historians, Lucy Dawidowicz 
and Martin Gilbert. In the afternoon, Margarete will talk 
to us about her experience. During lunch, we will go 
upstairs to the library, where one wall is adorned with 
two portraits by artist, Pauline Lewis. One is of Rose 
Cannan, the other is of Hans Levy, Z”L, another beloved 
member of the congregation, who came to England on the 
kindertransport and died in June 2016. Aware that those 
who have joined the congregation during the past two 
years did not meet Rose and Hans, their portraits are now 
accompanied by brief texts, so everyone will know who 
they were. Remembrance is vital – and informing ourselves 
is also essential if we are going to ensure that future 
generations also remember.

Books about the Sho’ah, including Rose’s and Margarete’s 
autobiographies, will be on display in the foyer and in the 
library. Zichronam livrachah – May the memory of all those 
who were murdered be for blessing.

Two Anniversaries  
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Events@BHPS 
Saturday 10 November – Kristallnacht commemorative event
10.30 am -12.30 pm Shabbat morning service led by Rabbi Elli 
with commemoration of Kristallnacht also with participation of Beit 
Ha’Chidush Congregation, Amsterdam.

12.30 – 1.30 Kiddush and Chavurah lunch.

1.30 – 2.00  Margarete Mendelsohn, an eyewitness of Kristallnacht, 
will be speaking and reading from her book.

2.00 – 2.15  Screening of a 15-minute documentary on Kristallnacht 
with eye-witness accounts.

2.20-4.10  Screening of ‘Denial’ (1 hr 50 mins). A 2016 film 
portraying how David Irving, a Holocaust denier sued university 
Professor Deborah Lipstadt for libel.

4.15 – 4.45 Tea   4.45 – 5.00 Havdalah

Important: No admission on the door to non-members of BHPS 
without prior registration on Eventbrite and accompanying photo 
ID. (See BHPS website for details)

Sunday Nov 25: 10am - 5 pm BHPS Annual Art and Craft 
Exhibition
Collectible original art and prints from Cecil Rice, Sophie Wake, 
Lisa Green, Rod Yarrow and Lindsey Light. 

Rarebit Design handmade ceramics, Emma Stanton handcrafted 
silver jewellery, Angela Evans handmade ceramic tiles, Jo Cranston 
Textiles, Holly Bell Ceramics, Rachel Barnard unusual jewellery and 
Nadara Cosmetics. 

All items available to purchase on the day together with tea, cake 
and beautiful cards. 

BHPS proudly presents our Third Season of Sunday Lectures 
and Lunches for 2018/19
11.30 am  Welcome drink on arrival

12 to 1.00 pm  Lecture by guest speaker and Q&A session

1pm to 3.00 pm  Lunch including wine or soft drinks and coffee

Only £22.50 per person. Non-members and their friends welcome

December 2: Dr Wilf Assin, consultant psychiatrist on Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder: ‘Not all wounds are visible’.

See our website for the full series programme and booking details.

Onagim
Join us on Friday evenings at 7.30pm for a shortened service, light 
refreshments and an interesting talk and discussion. All are very 
welcome, but if you are not a member or friend of our synagogue 
please let us know you are coming on info@bhps-online.org or 
01273-737223.

9 November: To commemorate the 80th Anniversary of 
‘Kristallnacht’. Dr David Jünger: ‘The crucial year 1938. Nazi 
German aggression, the Jewish refugee crisis and the failure of 
international diplomacy’.
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SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In  Light candles Out   Havdalah
Fri 2  4.16 pm  Sat 3  5.23 pm
Fri 9  4.04 pm  Sat 10  5.13 pm
Fri 16 3.54 pm  Sat 17  5.05 pm
Fri 23 3.47 pm  Sat 24  4.58 pm
Fri 30 3.41 pm  Sat 1 Dec  4.54 pm

What’s on: November 2018
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events.  
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com

EVENTS IN NOVEMBER    
      Wednesday 7 
 � Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the December 2018 

issue. Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk  
 
Thursday 8  

 � Sussex Jewish Golfing Society - Final meeting of the year, the 
traditional Chanukah meeting at The Dyke Golf Club.  Contact: 
Ashley Woolfe: ashley@sportscastnet.com 
 
Friday 9  

 � BHPS Oneg with speaker Dr David Junger (Sussex University) – 
‘Kristallnacht’. Shortened Service 7.30 pm, light refreshments 7.30 
pm at Lansdowne Road, Hove. Contact info@bhps-online.org or 
01273 737223 
 
Sunday 11 

 � AJEX Annual Remembrance Service at Brighton & Hove Reform 
Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue, Hove, 4.30 pm 
 
Tuesday 13    

 � Public meeting to discuss the setting up of a new Jewish school. Venue 
to be advised when you book via email: info@bhjewishschool.org 
 
Sunday 18  

 � Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club Annual Card Afternoon 2.00 – 5.00 pm. 
Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 
 
Sunday 25

 � BHPS Art Exhibition and Sale 10.00 am – 5.00 pm. 6 Lansdowne 
Road, Hove 
 
Tuesday 27

 � Jewish Historical Society, Sussex Branch with speaker Michael Crook, 
Chairman Sussex Branch JHSE ‘The Brighton Jewish Community 
1910-1920’. A special presentation to mark 100 years since the 
end of the Great War. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas Hove 7.30 pm. 
Members free, Visitors £5.00. Contact: amcrook321@gmail.com  
 
Wednesday 28

 � Jewish Film Festival screening ‘Promise at Dawn’, Komedia Cinema, 
Brighton 8.30 pm 
 
Thursday 29

 � Jewish Film Festival screening ‘The Testament’, Komedia Cinema, 
Brighton 8.30 pm

Mondays
 � Shiur for the Actively Retired with Rabbi Efune 4.00 pm – 5.00 pm at 

11 Hove Manor, Hove Street, Hove. Tel: 07885 538 681 
 � Talmud for the Thinking Man with Rabbi Efune. 8.15 pm – 9.15 pm at 

Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Weekly Discovery and Discussion Group 
based on Jewish texts focusing on the personal meaning and relevance to 
our lives. 8.00 pm - 9.00 pm at Chabad House. Tel or Text 07834 669181

Tuesdays
 � Something to Say? - Discussion Group with Rabbi Samuel, with 

Rabbi Samuel, every other Tuesday Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 
Holland Road, Hove 10.30 am Tel: 01273 732035

 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 
01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall 

 � Mummy and ME Music with Penina Efune @ Montessori Nursery from 
11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating environment with your baby/
toddler, some meaningful discussion, music and movement

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm. 
Tel: 07811 601106

 � Chutzpah Choir yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 
am – 1.00 pm weekly. For Hove venue contact chutzpahchoir@gmail.com 
or tel. Betty on 01273 474795

 � Israeli Dancing 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Ralli Hall Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism) 

Coffee morning, 11.00 am, 1st Wednesday of each month, Hydro Hotel, 
Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650 

Thursdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly. 

 Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to the 
RHL&SC. Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 
8.15- 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her 

guitar will recommence in the Autumn term

 � Free Happy Hour @ Montessori Nursery 12 noon – 1.00 pm ALL 
WELCOME. Come and celebrate, see, taste, hear and feel the joy of 
Shabbat! Tel 01273 328675

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism).  
Service at 6.30 pm on the 4th Friday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22, Susans 

Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am. Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 
Judaism). Service at 12.30 pm, 2nd Saturday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

please note that our next issue will be 
December 2018.

The deadline for your announcements, news, 
views, articles, photos, adverts, etc., is 7th 

November 2018.

IMpORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in 

their vehicle.
JEwISH CEMETERY, MEADOwVIEw, 

BRIGHTON
The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEwISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM RD, 
HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.


