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Changes at your SJN

SUSSEX JEWISH NEWS SUBSCRIPTION
Name:_______________________________________________ Date:_________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ Postcode:____________________

Email: _______________________________________________ Telephone:____________________

Subscription (tick one) 
  I would like to receive electronic copies of SJN. £20 p/a   
  I would like to receive printed copies of SJN. £27 p/a.
   I enclose my cheque payable to Sussex Jewish News at PO Box 2178, Hove BN3 3SZ 
   I have made a bank transfer to the Sussex Jewish News at Lloyds Bank, Sort Code 30-98-74, Account No. 00289447       

and I have included my name as a reference to ensure my subscription is noted.

EDITORIAL BOARD       Doris Levinson, Stephanie Megitt, Michael Rich,  
David Seidel.

TECHNICAL ADVISOR   Brian Megitt

ADMINISTRATOR  Hazel Coppins 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  Ivor Sorokin

COMMuNAL DIARy info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

COVER IMAgE Brian Megitt

PRODuCTION/LAyOuT Anand Day

SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, 
communities, contacts and more. Delivered at  
the start of each month, SJN is run entirely by 
volunteers for reporting, editing and circulating 
each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

Bye-Bye Bernie
After holding the post of Administrator 
for Sussex Jewish News for a number of 
years, the time has now come for me to 
step down in favour of a younger person. 
It has been my privilege and pleasure to 
have served the community as a member 
of the SJN Team.

I am delighted that Hazel Coppins is 
to take my place and wish her every 
success. Sussex Jewish News is an 
important pillar of our community and 

demonstrates 
the strength 
and cohesion 
of Sussex 
Jewry. Its 
future is 
dependent 
upon the 
continuing 
support 
of SJN 
subscribers.

Our new Administrator
I’m Hazel, your new Administrator. As 
you know, this post was previously 
filled by Bernard Swithern who retired 
in April 2018. He worked exceptionally 
hard and did a marvellous job 
for many years. I’m sure you all 
appreciate his efforts and will join me 
in wishing him all the very best for the 
future. 

As for me, I was born in Plymouth, 
moved to Hove with my family in 
1970 and have lived here ever since. 
I have a degree in Biochemistry from 
University College, London and I 

spent many years thereafter working as a personal assistant for 
various firms of commercial solicitors. I retired at an early age to care 
for my elderly mother and she died at the age of 100 in 2014. I am 
married to Michael, a university academic. In 2015 I became involved 
in local Jewish Community affairs, namely 250th Anniversary of 
Middle Street Synagogue, Torah Academy Nursery and helping with 
fund-raising for Ralli Hall. 

For the last 2 years I’ve been on the editorial board of the SJN and 
was delighted to be offered this post. I’m sure I will enjoy my time 
with you all.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 6 MAY 2018
Email address for submissions and correspondence:   

sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk
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Full page (A4 size)    £170  
Half page (A5 size)    £100 
Quarter page (A6 size)    £65
1/9 page (credit card size)   £40 
Personal Announcements in a box (up to 6 lines): £25 
Announcements up to 3 lines £10  
Flyers:     Price on application
Local Jewish charities will not be charged, subject to 
editorial decision.  

BOOK NOW! 07906 955 404
 AD

VE
RT

IS
IN

G 
 

IN
 S

JN

GU
ID

EL
IN

ES

 
Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
•	 are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
•	 accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•							welcome	readers’	contributions	but	reserve	the	right	to	edit,	cut,	decline	
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.

Sussex Jewish News
PO Box 2178 • Hove BN3 3SZ
Telephone:  07906 955 404
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org
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491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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your News
Births
Mazel tov to Maggie and Arthur Oppenheimer on the birth of 
their grandson, Oscar Arnold Alfie Oppenheimer, son of Max 
and Lucinda.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Cecilia Byrne, Sandra Carlton, Alan Durban, 
David De Groot, Barbara Gordon, Ian Gordon,  Roland Moss, 
Elizabeth Sharpe, Ivor Sorokin, Vicki Symons and all who 
have special birthdays this month. 

Engagements
Mazel tov to Melanie & Simon 
Seligman together with Nicky & 
David Goldberg are thrilled to 
announce the engagement of 
Daniel and Liora. 
Mazel tov to Rachel and Charlotte 
Seligman and Asher Goldberg 
together with grandparents Sharon 
& Martin Royce.

Anniversaries  
•  Mazel tov to Barbara and Ian Gordon who celebrated their 

25th Wedding Anniversary in April and will be celebrating 
their joint 160th birthdays in May.

•  Mazel tov to 
Eleanor and 
Freddy Lind 
on their double 
celebration - a 
special birthday 
for her and their 
55th Wedding 
Anniversary.

Eleanor & Freddy 
at their wedding 
in Middle Street 

Synagogue

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleima to all who are unwell or in hospital 
at the present time.

deaths
We wish Long Life to: 
• Rabbi Charles Wallach on the death of his sister Ruth z’l
• Simon Rickman on the death of his father, Len z’l

Sussex Jewish Golfing Society  
by Richard Simmons  
The first meeting of our golfing season on 17 April was at 
The Dyke Golf Club, high on the Sussex Downs. Malcolm 
Sharpe, our new Captain, “drove-in” and the meeting was 
very well attended and enjoyed by all. It was a great day with 
an excellent dinner in the evening, before most of us rushed 
off to the Amex Stadium to see the Albion play Spurs.
May will be a busy month for us with matches against 
Abridge and Hartsbourne, the prestigious London golf and 
country clubs, as well as our hosting of the Massin Trophy at 
The Dyke. We won this competition last year, which is played 
between the Captains and Vice-Captains of the various 
southern Jewish golf clubs and societies.
Our next meeting will be at Cuddington Golf Club in 
Surrey on 15 May and we expect a large attendance. This 
picturesque course is located on the North Downs with 
panoramic views of the London skyline. As usual, there will 
be trophies for the high and low handicap winners presented 
at the formal dinner after the golf.
We are looking for new members to join us, both male and 
female, accomplished golfers or beginners, young or not 
so young. For more information please contact our Hon 
Secretary Ashley Woolfe at: ashley@sportscastnet.com

Mazel tov to Rosa and Stuart Panto on
• the occasion of Emily’s Bat Mitzvah in April, 

daughter of Gabi & Darren Panto.
• the wedding of their grandson, Dr Sam Freeman, 
son of Sharon & Howard, to Natasha Isaac in May.

*Ed: Please note that the correct email address for the 
Chutzpah Choir is: chutzpahchoir@gmail.com

Top Hat Productions are about to 
start rehearsing for their next musical 

extravaganza.
The show dates will be Saturday 12th and 

Sunday 13th January 2019. Rehearsals 
take place at Ralli Hall on Sunday 

evenings. 
If you can sing, dance or would like to 

help backstage, please come to our first 
get-together on Sunday, June 3rd 2018 at 
6.30 pm or if you can’t make it but would 
still like to be involved, e-mail me, Wendy 

Lovegrove, at tuppety1@sky.com
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BNJC - The Brand
Yael Breuer in conversation with Marc Sugarman, a trustee of 
the Bloom Foundation, provides us with an insight into plans 
for the redevelopment of the New Church Road site and the 
purpose of the brand ‘BNJC’, which stands for Brighton Jewish 
Community.

BNJC has embarked upon an exciting project aimed at reviving 
the Jewish community in our beautiful city. Our community 
has seen a sharp fall in numbers, particularly among children, 
and this threatens Jewish continuity in the city. We want to 
change this dynamic by helping bring the community together, 
supporting existing organisations and investing to offer young 
families the fundamentals for a Jewish life: kosher food; Jewish 
education and a vibrant programme of social and cultural 
events. All being well with planning and construction, we will 
open our development at the end of 2020. Until then, we have 
no walls and so we have launched a programme, ‘BNJC Without 
Walls’, to reflect this physical reality and our core value, which is 
that there are no walls that divide our community, or indeed the 
local community, religiously or in any other way.

Our Programming Advisory Group, which is working to put 
together a programme of events, has representation from 
the Sussex Representative Council, from each of the Shuls: 
Reform; Progressive; both Orthodox Shuls and from a cross 
section of society: young mothers; the Israeli community and 
the student community. We have journalists, film makers, event 
organisers, educators and historians in our midst. We intend to 
help promote events that our sister organisations are hosting 
and also to supplement this with an enriching programme for 
the community. We want to show Brighton what is wonderful 
about the Jewish community and the Jewish community what 
is outstanding about Brighton with a special tribute to the 
outstanding SJN, a valuable cross-communal magazine run by 
volunteers, for providing us with the platform to promote our 
events

The first event, Seret International, is the Israeli film festival 
which will be 
launching in 
Brighton for 
the first time. 
We will screen 
two movies at 
the Duke’s at 
Komedia: An 
Israeli Love 
Story at 6.30 
pm on Sunday 
13 May and 
Maktub at 
8.00 pm on 
Thursday 17 
May.

An Israeli Love 
Story is multi-
award-winning 
veteran 
director Dan 
Wolman’s 
latest film. 
With sensitivity 
and simplicity, 
he weaves 
the love story 
between two 

young idealists into the pivotal moments that gave birth to the 
state of Israel.

Maktub is a funny and warm-hearted comedy about two 
‘goodfellas’ who are jolted out of bad-guy work and into that of 
guardian angels. (Variety critic, Dennis Harvey)

Then, on 14 
June at the 
new Recital 
Hall at Brighton 
College at 
6.30 pm, we 
will showcase 
an evening 
with Mona 
Golabek - star 
of The Pianist of 
Willesden Lane. 
Set in Vienna 
in 1938 and 
London during the Blitzkrieg, The Pianist of Willesden Lane tells 
the true story of Lisa Jura, a young Jewish pianist who dreams 
of a concert debut at the storied Musikverein concert hall. When 
Lisa is swept up in the Kindertransport to protect her from the 
Nazi regime, everything about her life is upended except her 
love of music and her pursuit of that dream. Mona Golabek, Lisa 
Jura’s daughter, tells her mother’s story and performs some of 
the world’s most beloved piano music in this poignant tribute 
to her remarkable mother. This special event, previously seen 
in London, New York, San Francisco, and now Brighton, will 
include film clips, live performance, Q&A and book signing.

We have been working for two years to get to this point, 
and although on some levels our journey is just starting, like 
most communal projects and most developments, it has not 
always been an easy ride! We would like to thank a number 
of institutions in the broader UK community that have helped 
us so far: the Chief Rabbi’s office for wise counsel and 
encouragement; Partnerships for Jewish Schools (PaJeS) for 
assistance as we put together our educational programme; 
Work Avenue for the inspiration to create a shared workspace as 
a complement to the kosher café that will make our site vibrant 
day in day out; and JW3 which is the source for much of what 
we are doing in the area of programming, particularly before we 
have a home. 

Tony Bloom, chairman of the Bloom Foundation, which is 
supporting BNJC, said of the development: “Brighton is where 
my heart is, it is an amazing city with a vibrant economy and 
in close proximity to London. With the right facilities in place, 
and a united local community, we are optimistic for the future. 
We believe the Jewish community can be part of the fabric of 
Brighton, as it was when I was a kid.”

Marc summed up by saying: “We are about people more than 
buildings and that is why ‘BNJC without walls’ says so much 
about our values. I am delighted that, alongside Seret, we are 
able to bring an Israeli film festival to Brighton – what a great 
way to launch our programme! I have had a sneak preview of the 
movies, both of which are excellent, so I am hoping everyone 
really has a great time. I do want to take this opportunity to say 
thank you to Yael for helping bring Seret to Brighton and to say 
how indebted we are to Phil Grabsky, an outstanding film maker 
in his own right, and part of our programming group, for allowing 
us to host Mona, who is truly an outstanding talent with a story 
that everyone should hear”.
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Hyman Fine House: Flourish Brighton   
by Natasha Carson

Jewish Historical Society of England - Sussex Branch   
by Gordon Franks

This year Hyman Fine House is very proud to be taking part 
in the Brighton Fringe Festival. Our (free) event takes place 
at the Yellow Wave Clubhouse on the 24th of May 10.00 
am – 5.00 pm. This is our third year of putting on the day 
but our first as part of the festival. We love doing it, meeting 
new people, sharing ideas and enjoying ourselves by the sea 
and we hope you will love it too. This 
day is very much about our residents 
sharing what they have been doing and 
enjoying socialising as part of the wider 
community.

Throughout the day there will be 
interactive workshops which you can 
watch, join in with or just chat about. 
These will showcase our creative arts 
projects based at the home. They will 
include the wonderful ‘Star Music Project’ 
where people of all ages and abilities 
are invited to create music alongside our 
professional musicians. This project has 
been particularly successful for people 
living with dementia as music is a great 
way of uniting people.

There will also be a Jewish baking 
session, with smells evoking past 
memories and art, photography, puppetry, 
gardening and even a relaxing hand 
massage. There is bound to be something 
to see or something to do for everyone, 

so pop the date in the diary and let us extend a warm 
welcome to you all. Everyone is welcome, so spread the 
word!

If you would like to learn more about the event or are 
considering volunteering in the home, please contact Natasha 
or Mark on 01273 688226.

The meeting of the Society held on 20th March commenced 
on a note of sadness as Godfrey, acting as Chairman in the 
absence of Michael Crook, paid a fulsome and well-deserved 
tribute to the late Maureen Kendler, whose untimely death 
occurred recently.

Following this, we welcomed our guest, Danny Bermant, 
who spoke most affectionately about his late father, Chaim 
Bermant, whose regular column with its trenchant views, 
often exposing the foibles of those in the Jewish public eye, 
appeared in the Jewish Chronicle for some 40 years - at first 
intermittently and for the last 20 years of his life, weekly.

This was just part of a distinguished journalistic career with 
his writings frequently appearing in the Daily Telegraph and 
other leading organs of the national press. Work in television 
included time as a colleague of Jeremy Isaacs at Granada. 
His literary output was considerable, totalling some 30 books 
of fiction and non-fiction including The Cousinhood and Ben 
Preserve Us.

Chaim was born in 1929 in the Polish border town of Breslev. 
Four years later the family moved to Barovka in Latvia. Here 
he spent idyllic years living an active outdoors lifestyle. In 
1933 his father, a rabbi, came to Glasgow as an economic 
migrant having secured a post as Shochet attached to the 
Queen’s Park Synagogue. In 1937 the rest of the family 
followed. Here, where Chaim saw his first bus at the age 

of eight, his almost impenetrable Scottish/Baltic accent 
developed.

A lover of whisky, a loyal Glaswegian and Scotsman, 
religiously Orthodox in outlook, he often took issue with 
certain rabbinic viewpoints and was guided by what he 
considered was the spirit rather than the letter of the law.

Accompanied by filmed extracts of family and synagogue life, 
this was a respectful and warm exposition of a man who left 
a lasting mark on those close to him and on the wider Jewish 
and Gentile scene.

Our next lecture will take place on Tuesday 8th May at 
7.45 pm at Ralli Hall. The speaker will be Dr David Juenger, 
Lecturer in Modern European History at Sussex University. 
His subject will be Beyond Flight and Rescue - Emigration 
Planning of German Jews 1933 - 1938. This replaces our 
February meeting which was cancelled due to bad weather. 
We hope the weather will be more clement in May and we 
look forward to a very well-attended evening - the last of 
the current season - to hear what promises to be a most 
interesting presentation.

The event is free to members, season ticket holders and 
students. Guests and visitors are always most welcome for 
only £5 to include also light refreshments at the conclusion of 
the meeting.
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Ralli Hall lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer

Spring is finally in the air and we are starting our new 
programme in May.

In March we had a 12-piece string orchestra (though we only 
expected 6 pieces) playing for us on a Tuesday afternoon: 
this was greatly enjoyed by all our members. On the 8th May 
we are having a choir joining us: something not to miss. In the 
future we are hoping to have more music events like this.

A big mazel tov to our lovely member Val on her 80th birthday 
and we would also like to thank her family and friends for their 
generous donations to the Lunch Club.

We have now organised a new food menu so please come 
and try it e.g.: sweet and sour chicken, chicken curry and of 
course salt beef and latkes.

On Thursday 31 May we are having a film afternoon, as it is a 
long time since we had films at the Lunch Club. We are going 
to make this a special afternoon with popcorn and a very 
good film, The Jazz Singer with Neil Diamond. Non-members 
are also welcome to join us for only £3.00. The film starts at 
1.45pm.

In June we are having another outing to Rushfields Plant 
Centre, always a nice day out, with a light lunch and cream 
tea.

Our annual weekend to Eastbourne is at the beginning of 
August and all our members are looking forward to this 
enjoyable time away, where they can socialise and take walks 
along the sea front.  There will be good, easy shopping, 
dancing and singing with Phil the amazing entertainer, cream 
teas and a walk on the pier. 

Among suggestions from our members for new activities, 
forming a choir was one, so we are hoping to find someone 
suitable to be choir leader. 

We are happy to announce that Philip Simons is our new 
Chairman for the Lunch & Social Club and we are looking 
forward to working with him for many years.

West Sussex Jewish Community (incorporating Worthing & district Jewish Community)
by Barbara Gordon

Seder nights with a difference!

The Community held two Seder nights: in Worthing on 
Saturday 31st March and in Chichester on Tuesday 3rd 
April. Both were organized by Nick Beck, ably supported by 
Annette Norris and her brother Neil (our chef supreme). We 
were delighted to once again celebrate Passover in Worthing 
- with good attendance. The service was ably conducted by 
Gerry Crest and all went well until an unusual happening. 

At about 9.40 pm, according to custom, Nick went to open 
the front door to welcome a ‘high guest’ namely Elijah the 
Prophet. To everyone’s astonishment, particularly Nick’s, 
he returned with an unexpected guest. The gentleman 
concerned, wearing a smart suit and large brimmed hat, 
entered and immediately apologized for having no yarmulke, 
saying that he had come over to Worthing from Chichester. 
He walked to the table and Elijah’s cup, from which he 
promptly took a large swig. Fortunately, the cup didn’t 
‘runneth over’! Once we had closed our mouths, which 
had dropped open with surprise, we then all welcomed the 
stranger. He joined in our singing until the end, then stood up 

and informed 
us ‘that the 
Messiah was 
coming very 
shortly’ and 
hoped that 
we would 
all celebrate 
together 
‘next year in 
Jerusalem’. 
After his 
exit, it then 
became 
apparent 
that not 
one person 
present had any idea who he was.

Our phantom ‘Elijah’ then attended the Tuesday Seder in 
Chichester. This time he arrived before the meal and asked 
to go under the name of Arthur. At the time of writing, his true 
identity remains unknown! The Seder in Chichester was an 
interfaith Quaker and Jewish Seder and almost everyone read 
some portion of the Haggadah in English. A very convivial 
evening.

Both in Worthing and Chichester we wish to thank all those 
who took part and especially those people who helped with 
the clearing up. We hope to see you at our Shavuot service 
and Chavura supper on Friday 18th May.  Details to be 
announced.  

To contact the West Sussex Jewish Community, please email: 
westsussexjc@gmail.com, ring 01273 728178 or visit the 
website sussexjewishoutreach.com
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Ralli Hall  
by Roger Abrahams

I am pleased to announce that the next Annual General 
Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 13 June, at 8.10 pm. 
I sincerely hope that more than the usual low number of 
members will attend and that we will be in a position to 
welcome some new, younger, people to the Committee to 
help bring down its current average age. We have had a most 
successful year and our financial position is in a far better 
state than it was a year ago, when we unfortunately finished 
our financial year well into the red. There are many reasons 
for this and I would like to take this opportunity of specifically 
thanking our Centre Manager, Maxine Gordon, for her go-
ahead attitude and hard work, despite having to overcome 
family health problems, now fortunately behind her.
Our new Caretaker/Maintenance Man, Jon Gaffikin, has now 
been with us since February and has made me realise that, 
compared to him, many of his predecessors have been more 
like ‘janitors’ than ‘caretakers’, particularly with regard to the 
maintenance of our magnificent, but quite elderly, Grade 2 
Listed building, the cornerstone of which was laid 105 years 
ago. He is seldom seen without a paintbrush or a screwdriver 
in his hand and without a smile on his face – go to it, Jon.
Fortunately, after inclement weather caused the cancellation 
of the annual Purim Party, the community Seder, hosted by 
Rabbi Efune, was a successful event, for which I thank him 
and his loyal and hard-working team for their hard work and 
enthusiasm.
The Jewish Film Society, with its new chairman, David 
Bresh, have shown their film Remember, a hard-hitting 

drama starring Christopher Plummer and Martin Landau, 
which regrettably, Irit and I were unable to attend, having 
been celebrating a special birthday for Irit by way of a most 
enjoyable mini-cruise with three generations of our family. I 
am sure that the Society will continue to be successful and to 
bring films, mainly with a Jewish angle, to the community.
As you can see elsewhere in SJN, Wendy Lovegrove is 
asking those interested in taking part in Top Hat Productions’ 
third Musical Extravaganza to attend an initial get-together 
meeting at Ralli Hall, on the evening of 3rd June. I know that 
all who took part last year, and the year before, thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves, while we all enjoyed watching them strut 
their stuff on the stage, and I am sure that next January’s 
production will be better still – good luck to all concerned.
The Yom Ha’Shoah commemorations, including Light a Yellow 
Candle, followed by Israel’s 70th anniversary Independence 
Celebrations (Yom Ha’atzmaut) have taken place, the latter 
at Ralli Hall, the first such celebration in Sussex for several 
years. To the Sussex Representative Council who organised 
both events - all power to their elbows.
Finally, I would like to congratulate Philip Simons on his new 
position as Hon. Chairman of the Ralli Hall Lunch and Social 
Club, while still continuing as the Hon. Secretary of B&HJCF, 
in good health, and sincerely hope that Alan Burke continues 
for many years as the Life President of the Lunch Club, while 
remaining as a Committee Member.
I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.
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On Wednesday 21 February 2018, all 214 students in the Lower 
Sixth at Brighton College, along with their housemasters and 
housemistresses, travelled to the site of Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
They were given a tour of the camp and also took time to reflect 
as individuals and small groups on what they had seen. Most 
of the group were visiting the camp for the first time and wrote 
afterwards about how moved they were by the whole experience. 
Many commented on the difference between the descriptions of 
the camp that they had read about in advance, and the reality 
of being there, standing in the shoes of those who had been 
murdered over 70 years ago.
Accompanying the trip was Oliver Harris. Oliver left Brighton 
College in June 2017, having served as Deputy Head of School 
in his final year. He has returned to the College as a teaching 
assistant during his Gap Year and accompanied the Lower Sixth 
on this unique trip. 
At the combined Orthodox Yom HaShoah service which was held 
at Holland Road Shul this year, he shared this experience, and his 
own reflections on the visit.

Exhibits from Blatchington Mill School on display at the yom HaShoah service 
at HHC

“Arbeit Macht Frei (Work Makes You Free). These are the 
words crudely constructed above the entrance to Auschwitz 
concentration camp. They remind the prisoners that there is a 
purpose to the labour they endure, that their struggle is not in 
vain. This, of course, is a lie. The rubber factory (in Monowitz 
Auschwitz III) that was built at the cost of thousands of prisoners’ 
lives produced not a single ounce of rubber during the period of 
World War II: it was merely a distraction from living.
Even at -12 degrees and in knee-deep snow, it was nearly 
impossible for the L6th at Brighton College and staff to 
appreciate the devastating conditions that prisoners faced for 
countless months, weeks and days. No number of shoes, hair or 
possessions was going to accurately reflect the true horror that 
occurred in Auschwitz-Birkenau leading up to 1945. 
Ironically, surrounding the camp is an electrified wire fence that 
contains several warning signs indicating that should anyone 
touch the fencing, they face almost certain death. Unsurprisingly, 
these signs do not feature on the doors to the gas chambers, 
even though death was absolutely certain for those who entered 
it over 70 years ago. For those who have visited Auschwitz the 
sight of these death chambers haunts one’s memory as almost 
everything has been left exactly as the original. The gaps in the 

Oliver Harris 
ceiling where officers would drop canisters of Zyklon B, serve 
as a stark reminder that this was an extermination camp where 
some of the 1.3 million prisoners at Auschwitz were murdered. 
We visited Birkenau, the camp where the crematorium chimney 
is located, although many of its key features have either been 
destroyed, or reconstructed. Much of the destruction occurred 
on the last day of the camp’s functioning when SS officers 
desperately tried to burn the evidence. One particularly harrowing 
feature of Birkenau is the train platform on which unsuspecting 
new arrivals were divided into two groups, usually women, 
children and elderly men followed by young, strong men. It was 
unnecessary for our guide to clarify which group was to survive 
the next hour of their arrival.
I have always considered it to be my duty to go to Auschwitz 
but my parents and I have never found an appropriate time to 
go. What is deeply saddening, however, is that injustice and 
intolerance still permeates through society, even here, in the UK, 
despite our knowledge of the events in World War II. The number 
of race hate crimes has increased by 27 per cent between 2015 
and 2017 (up 13,266 to 62,685 offences). Over the same period, 
religious hate crime increased by 35 per cent. In the face of these 
numbers, it is easy to sink back into the shadows and ignore this 
gross trend, deeming the problem far too complex to begin to 
solve. It is a symptom that plagued me until I visited Auschwitz. 
This trip reminded me, not only of the horrific events of the 
Holocaust, but of the power of the individual. I hope that should 
anyone here decide to visit the museum at Auschwitz, it will leave 
as strong an impression on them as it has done on me. 
Travelling with Brighton College made the trip particularly 
poignant for me: having experienced life as a pupil and member 
of staff there, I understand the dedication the school community 
makes in striving for a safer, more respectful world. 
On this trip, we were very lucky that Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah 
accompanied the group to Poland. Along with Father Robert 
(Chaplain of Brighton College) and Richard Cairns (Head Master), 
Rabbi Elizabeth led a very moving service by the memorial in 
Birkenau with all 200 pupils and 30 staff members present. Her 
beautiful singing and words of remembrance were a fitting end 
to a harsh day that made going back to day-to-day life incredibly 
difficult.”

Oliver Harris delivered the above at the combined Yom HaShoah 
Service at Holland Road Shul.

Reflections
by Oliver Harris, Brighton College

Features
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Checking out at the supermarket, the young cashier 
suggested to the much older woman that she should bring 
her own grocery bags because plastic bags weren’t good for 
the environment.

The woman apologized and explained, “We didn’t have 
this ‘green thing’ back in my earlier days”. The young clerk 
responded, “That’s our problem today. Your generation 
did not care enough to save our environment for future 
generations”. 

She was right - our generation didn’t have the ‘green thing’ 
in our day. Back then, we returned milk bottles, lemonade 
bottles and beer bottles to the shop. The shop sent them 
back to be washed and sterilized and refilled, so the same 
bottles could be used over and over.

So they really were recycled. But we didn’t have the ‘green 
thing’ back in our day.

Grocery stores bagged our groceries in brown paper bags, 
which we re-used for numerous things, most memorable 
apart from household rubbish bags, was the use of brown 
paper bags as book covers for our schoolbooks. This was to 
ensure that public property (the books provided for our use 
by the school) was not defaced by our scribblings. Then we 
were able to personalize our books on the brown paper. But 
too bad we didn’t do the ‘green thing’ back then.

We walked up stairs, because we didn’t have an escalator 
in every store and office building. We walked to the grocery 
store and didn’t climb into a 300 horsepower machine every 
time we had to go two blocks. But she was right. We didn’t 
have the ‘green thing’ in our day.

Back then, we washed the baby’s nappies because we didn’t 
have the throwaway kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in 
an energy-gobbling machine burning up 220 volts - wind and 
solar power really did dry our clothes back in the old days. 
Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, 
not always brand-new clothing. But that young lady is right; 
we didn’t have the ‘green thing’ back in our day.

Back then, we had one TV or radio in the house - not a TV 
in every room. And the TV had a small screen the size of 
a handkerchief (remember them?) not a screen the size of 
Yorkshire.

In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand because we 
didn’t have electric machines to do everything for us. When 
we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used 
crumpled-up old newspapers to cushion it, not polystyrene 
worms or plastic bubble wrap. Back then, we didn’t fire up an 
engine and burn petrol just to cut the lawn. We used a push 
mower that ran on human power. We exercised by working 
and walking so we didn’t need to go to a health club to run on 
treadmills that operate on electricity. But she’s right; we didn’t 
have the ‘green thing’ back then.

We drank from a water fountain when we were thirsty instead 
of using a cup or a plastic bottle every time we had a drink 
of water. We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a 
new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a razor instead 
of throwing away the whole razor just because the blade got 
dull. But we didn’t have the ‘green thing’ back then.

Back then, people took the tram or a bus and kids rode their 

bikes to school or walked instead of turning their mums into 
a 24-hour taxi service in the family’s £30,000 SUV or car, 
which cost what a whole house did before the green thing. 
We had one electric socket in a room, not an entire bank of 
sockets to power a dozen appliances. And we didn’t need 
a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from 
satellites 23,000 miles out in space, in order to find the 
nearest burger bar. But isn’t it sad how the current generation 
laments how wasteful we old folks were, just because we 
didn’t have the ‘green thing’ back then?

We don’t like being old in the first place, so it doesn’t take 
much to annoy us ... especially something coming from a 
tattooed, multiple pierced, know-it-all who can’t work out 
change without the cash register telling them how much.

Being Green - my older generation didn’t have that ’green thing’

Brighton and Hove Jewish 
Housing Association

Has a vacancy in central Hove
For a one bedroom unfurnished flat

Suitable for single occupancy
Affordable rent includes –

central heating, constant hot water
use of garden, television and telephone points.

Please telephone 07716 114012 
or

email bahjha@googlemail.com
for an application form
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Uprooted: 
How 3,000 Years of Jewish Civilisation in the Arab World 
Vanished Overnight
Lyn Julius
Vallentine Mitchell
London, 2018

Tahrir Square in Cairo is well known for being the location 
for the political demonstrations that led to the 2011 Egyptian 
revolution. But to the Egyptian Jews, the buildings and the 
Palace surrounding Tahrir Square tell another story. All these 
government properties and foreign embassies, not to mention 
the Great Library of Cairo, used to belong to Jewish families. 
They were all seized by the Egyptian Government in 1957.

This is only one of the many historical facts that one can learn 
from this long overdue book. Historians and scholars have 
not paid much attention to the history of the Jews in Muslim 
countries. Unfortunately, few academics are brave enough to 
challenge the delusional Arabist narrative, according to which 
Jews and Arabs have lived in harmony for centuries until the 
very sad moment when, because of Zionism, such a golden 
coexistence was destroyed. 

As Lyn Julius proves, with plenty of examples and cases, 
Arab anti-Semitism has a long history, which predates 
Zionism for several decades. For centuries the Jews living in 
Muslim countries had been treated as second class citizens, 
humiliated by a sophisticated system of laws, and ‘feminised’, 
portrayed and perceived as cowardly and naturally 
submissive. 

European colonialism provided for some families the 
opportunity to prosper and in some cases to have prominent 
positions. The Jewish contribution to the culture and 
economy of the Arab countries in the 20s and 30s is nothing 
but extraordinary. The building and management of the 
Egyptian railway system was all a result of the efforts of 
Jewish families and for decades the trains did not run on 
Shabbat. Almost all the musicians and performers in Baghdad 
were Jewish. The film industry in Tunisia and Morocco was a 
virtual monopoly of Jewish families. And the list goes on and 
on.

Jewish entrepreneurship and prominence caused a lot of 
bitter resentment among the local elite. German Nazism 
became popular in local nationalistic circles, together with 
other anti-Semitic ideologies, because of rivalries against the 
Jews. The local elite could not come to terms with the career 
and the prominence of a few Jews. According to the Muslim 
world view, Jews were supposed to serve the Muslims, while 
in some cases the opposite was happening, Jews were 
employing Muslims.

Therefore, Arab nationalism became lethal for the Jews. 
Palestinian secular nationalism, so often portrayed as a 
source of moderation, (if compared to Hamas), is no different, 
as it belongs to the same ideological family. And its deep 
roots into pre-war anti-Semitism are an obstacle to the peace 
process, even if rarely mentioned by the media.

Equally absent from the media representation and from the 
international scenario, are the vicissitudes of the Jewish 
refugees from the Muslim countries. They have been 

expelled en masse, 
from places where 
they have lived for 
centuries, often 
after pogroms and 
the systematic 
deprivation of civil 
and human rights, 
(patterned on the 
Nazi legislation), 
but they are never 
mentioned in the UN 
resolutions, which 
consider only the 
Palestinians. 

No plans exist for 
reparations, despite 
the enormity of the 
losses. The number 
of Jewish properties 
and land confiscated 
in Iraq, Syria and 
North Africa is five 
times the size of Israel. Nonetheless, Lyn Julius notes sadly, 
the world is fixated on Israeli building in a Jerusalem suburb. 
Indeed, in the enormous number of publications produced 
by the so-called peace camp, (Yachad, Peace Now, JStreet, 
Rabbis for Human Rights), the Jews from the Muslim 
Countries, their rights and losses are completely absent. And 
when mentioned, this is met with the usual set of eyes rolling 
and accusation of Israeli propaganda. 

One hopes that this well documented book, with its 
impressive bibliography and a fascinating collection of 
personal stories in the appendix, will help to turn the tide. It 
is time to address this historical injustice. It is time to listen to 
these Jewish voices. 

voices to listen To
review by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

voluntary Support Agencies

•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  
01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021

• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226

•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  helping-hands@helping-hands.org

•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 
info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association. bahjha@googlemail.com

•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim project  
01273 737223

•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform.  (Sue Rosenfield)  
01273 735343

•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall. Various communal activities. 
 01273 202254  or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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In February, Liberal Judaism distributed a draft Shabbat 
morning service, which represents the first stage in the 
creation of a new siddur that I am co-editing together with 
my colleague, Rabbi Lea Mühlstein of Northwood and 
Pinner Liberal Synagogue. 

Liberal Judaism has produced a new siddur every 25 to 
30 years in order to respond to ‘the needs of the age’, a 
core principle first articulated by one of the founders of 
the movement, Lily Montagu, in 1899 (Jewish Quarterly 
Review). The current prayer book, Siddur Lev Chadash, 
published in 1995, introduced a gender inclusive 
translation for the first time. Building on our commitment 
to gender equality, the emphasis now is on ensuring that 
individuals are enabled to participate. And so, the text of 
the liturgy running across a double page, a transliteration 
appears to the right of the Hebrew and a translation on the 
left, with explanatory points to the left of the translation. 
On the lower half of each page, there are poems and 
readings, highlighting particular themes. 

The draft also makes explicit the structure of the service, 
with short introductions to each new section and a menu 
on the far edge of every page, indicating the stage of the 
service. Hebrew is a gender binary language and so to be 
more fully inclusive, some of the prayers are in feminised 
Hebrew. The name of the new siddur, Siddur Shirah 
Chadashah ‘prayer book of a new song’, encapsulates all 
these innovations.

We read in the Haggadah at our Pesach s’darim a few 
weeks ago that b’chol dor va-dor, ‘In every generation, 
each individual should regard themselves as if they had 

personally gone out of Egypt’. We are an ancient people 
and yet we have also been ‘in every generation’, a people 
living today, renewing our tradition so that it lives in our 
lives. 

On the evening of 19 May – after the Royal Wedding and 
the FA Cup final – we will begin celebrating Shavuot. This 
early summer, first-fruits festival, would have died out 
after the last Temple had been destroyed by the Romans 
in 70 CE, if it hadn’t been for the creative ingenuity of 
the early rabbis, who transformed the chag into z’man 
matan Torateinu, ‘the season of the giving of our Torah’. 
The inventiveness of our rabbinic sages ensured that 
Judaism could continue without a Temple, without a land 
and in the absence of an agricultural way of life. In the 
new draft Shabbat morning liturgy, the following poem by 
Rabbi Rami Shapiro, included in the Torah reading service, 
reminds us of our responsibility to honour our remarkable 
inheritance by renewing Judaism in every age:

In each age / We receive and transmit / Torah. /As each 
moment / we are addressed by the / World /

In each age / we are challenged / by our ancient teaching 
/ At each moment / we stand face to Face with / Truth / In 
each age / we add our wisdom / to that which has gone 
before /At each moment / the knowing heart / is filled with 
wonder / In each age / the children of Torah / become its 
builders / and seek to set the world firm / on a foundation 
of truth. 

Chag Samei’ach!

Renewing Judaism In Every Age
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Events@BHPS 
Onagim 

The Friday evening Onagim are held once a month and follow the 
Shabbat evening services which commence at 7.30.  

May 11:  Michael Harris: ‘Living together – multiculturalism in the 
21st Century’

June 8: Peter Brierley: ‘The Work of CitizensUK’

Open Wednesdays 

BHPS is open on Wednesday from 11.00 am – 4.00 pm for social 
activities. These include scrabble, chess, bridge, kalooki, exercise 
classes, computer training, access to the library and crafts.  Please 
bring a packed lunch (vegetarian or permitted fish). Hot drinks are 
available. Ring the office for further details if you would like to join 
us.

Exploring Judaism is led by Rabbi Elli Tikvah and is open 
to all those who wish to broaden and deepen their Jewish 
knowledge. The curriculum draws on Jewish texts (e.g. Torah, 
TaNaKH, Mishnah, Talmud, Siddur & Machzor) and includes an 
exploration of the differences between Liberal Judaism and other 
Jewish denominations. The course includes the festivals and 
commemorative days as they come up.  All classes are held on 
Shabbat from 2.15 - 3.45 pm, after the Access to Hebrew class 
(1.00-2.00 pm).

Please note: No class May 5

Unit 5: From Life to Death

12 May: Birth
19 May: No heb. & exp. Jud. classes: All Night Shavuot Marathon    
26 May: Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Kabbalat Torah
2 June: Kiddushin: Marriage

Shavuot 

Saturday 19 May 2018: Rainbow Pilgrims Pop up exhibition 6.00 – 
8.00 pm 

Rainbow Pilgrims is a landmark project that discovers the ‘hidden 
history’ of LGBTQI migrants in the UK past and present. It explores 
the narratives around ‘rites and passages’. The project documents 
the interconnection between faith, sexuality, gender and ethnicity 
by using oral history, film and photography. This collection is the 
first source of LGBT and migration in a faith context in Britain.

Saturday 19 May - Shavuot evening service 8.00 pm followed at 
9.00 pm by Tikkun Leyl Shavuot Study Marathon, in aid of local 
charity Thousand 4 £100, culminating at 5.00 am with Shacharit 
(morning service) and breakfast on the beach opposite Lansdowne 
Place.

Saturday 9 June 2018: Quiz evening
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BrightonReform

do we still have idols around? 
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

Egypt is a paramount example of idolatry and while 
holding the Seder we commemorate not only the 
physical exodus from Egypt, but also the religious duty 
not to follow the universal impulse to idolatry, to be 
restrained and to fight the inclination to worship other 
human beings.

Indeed, even if the Egyptian religion has disappeared, 
idolatry is still around and not only in Christian churches 
where the worshipping of saints, resembled the ancient 
idolatry and its practices too closely: specific temples 
devoted to a specific divinity, the alleged power of the 
saint to protect the worshipper etc..

One can only think to the cult-like status that certain 
politicians have in the eyes of their supporters. 
Especially in turbulent times like those we currently 
live in, we have a tendency to treat politicians as super 
heroes who can sort out everything by themselves 
regardless of rules, democracies and procedures.

We hold the Seder every year, twice a year, because we 
know that the human inclination to idolatry, to worship 
human beings, is always present. We must recognise it. 
This is what makes me dubious about the Passover (sort 
of) meal held by the radical Left group, JewDas.

I am amused by their claim to be silenced by the 
“Jewish establishment”. The Far Left is never censored 
in the UK. If we have to look for censorship in the British 
Jewish world we may think of the lectures of Prof. Motti 
Kedar, that, some years ago, were cancelled because of 
political pressures.

I have problems with their so-called Haggadah. It 
is a collection of quotes from Jews of the Marxist 
persuasion, who are honoured, one would say idolised, 
because they were against capitalism. Apparently, that 
Seder had been the festival of the against. Slogans 
against capitalism, call for the end of monarchy, prayer 
for the end of the State of Israel... everything with the 
blessing of the leader of the opposition in person.

Rather than the beginning of a spiritual journey of 
liberation from idolatry, that so-called Seder has been 
a pouring-out of childish anger against whatever the 
radical Left dislikes.

As a Rabbi I can only wish to the radicals of every 
side and kind, to learn that Pesach is not only the 
festival of freedom but also the beginning of a journey 
towards Shavuot, the acceptance of the Law and the 
responsibility. This cannot happen if we, one way or 
another, are not able to recognise and overcome, 
idolatry, worship of human beings and political leaders.

Friday 4th  Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Saturday 5th Rabbi’s Torah Breakfast, 9.00 am

Saturday 12th Siddur Patuach, 9.00 am

  Doroteinu & Shabbaton, 10.30 am

Sunday 13th   yom yerushalyim inc. Memorial Service for Moss 
Murray, 5.00 pm

Saturday 19th Erev Shavuot, 6.30 pm

Sunday 20th  Shavuot service led by Cheder Students,  
10.30 am

Saturday 26th  Shoot the Rabbi Q&A, 10.30 am

Tuesday 29th    Rabbi’s Shiur - Pirke Avot, 4.00 pm

The diary is subject to change.

Bulletin Board - May
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The Highest Common denominator   
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

The month of May sees us move from the broadly instructional 
Book of Leviticus to the dramatic narratives of the Book of 
Numbers. The aptly named Numbers begins with a census. In 
its opening chapters we read that one year after the Exodus, 
there were 603,550 adult Israelite males between the ages of 
20 and 60, of whom 22,273 were firstborn. A separate census 
counted 22,300 Levites one month and older. We were also 
given the figure for each of the twelve tribes, from Judah’s 
74,600 to Menasseh’s 32,200. But this was no ordinary 
census, as G-d says to Moshe ‘S’oo Et Rosh’ - Raise the 
heads of all the congregation of the Children of Israel’. In some 
way the census would elevate the people.

The census included a wide, indeed diverse, variety of 
individuals; no one fitting the basic criteria was omitted. The 
level of a person’s piety or scholarship was irrelevant. The 
count reflected the one quality they shared equally; their basic 
existence. Which raises the following question: Is a headcount 
an expression of the lowest common denominator in a group? 
A process which takes no account of what makes people 
special or unique, but renders them mere statistics. If so, how 
does this tally with the concept of ‘raise up the heads’? 

This depends on how we view the essence of humanity. If 
a person is basically neutral, if we start off as nothing, then 
what unites us as human beings is the least of our qualities; 
a lowest common denominator. Maybe G-d has a different 
perspective, the census is not merely a statistical headcount, 
but an assertion of each person’s potential. It is not just a 
counting of bodies but the recognition of souls. If the ‘soul of 
man is G-d’s light’, then life is a journey in which we endeavor 
to fan the flame of that light by reaching the full and immense 
potential that G-d has given us.

The Divine command to count the people was, in fact, an 
expression of their highest common denominator. On the 
spiritual census sheet, our differences are transcended to 
reveal the basic G-dliness, and hence potential for good, 
planted within us. G-d counted the Israelites for a number 
of reasons. First of all, He wanted to show his love for them. 
There were also practical reasons related to the military and 
settling the land. The count was also G-d’s way of asserting 
the importance, indeed potential greatness, of each individual.

As the Children of Israel neared the Holy Land, contemplating 
a new and tremendously challenging phase of their history, 
G-d was ‘raising their heads’ – elevating their self-esteem 
- and assuring them of their ability rise to any impending 
challenges and embrace their destiny.

BHHC Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

Shavuot Times & Activities 5778 - 2018 
Shabbat 19 May 
• Mincha 8.15 pm followed by Shiur
•  Maariv 9.52 pm followed by communal meal (no 

admission, all welcome) in the Mark Luck Hall
• Candle Lighting after 9.52 pm
• Tikkun Leil Shavuot 11.15 pm

Sunday 20 May– First Day Shavuot
•  Shacharit 9.15 am - Please be in Shul by 10.15 am for 

the reading of the Ten Commandments which will be 
followed by a youth activity and Ice Cream Kiddush.  
The Service will be followed by Kiddush and the 
Annual Shavuot Lunch (see advert on this page).

• Mincha & Maariv 7.30 pm
• Candle Lighting 9.54 pm

Monday 21 May– Second Day Shavuot
•  Shacharit 9.15 am. Please be in Shul for Yizkor by 

11.00 am.  The Service will be followed by Kiddush.
•  Ladies’ Tea Time Tikkun – 4.30 pm in the Mark Luck 

Hall. All ladies of the community are invited to attend 
and, if they want, present a short Dvar Torah. Please 
notify the Shul office if you intend to participate.

•Mincha followed by Shiur and Maariv 8.30 pm
•Yom Tov terminates 9.56 pm

FOR yOUR CAlENdAR 
Friday Night Dinners 
featuring a Traditional Four Course Shabbat Meal 
• 11 May - Service 7.15, Meal 8.00.
• 8 June - Service 7.15, Meal 8.00.
• 6 July - Service 7.15, Meal 8.00.
• 3 August - Service 7.15, Meal 8.00.
• 31 August - Service 7.15, Meal 8.00
Friday Night Dinners are an extremely reasonable £10. 

Catered Lunch & Learn – Three Course Meal and Shiur 
The Catered Lunch & Learns are from 12.15 – 1.30 pm 
and cost just £7.50.  The next Lunch and Learns will be 
held on:
• 2nd May 
• 13th June 
• 11th July 
• 8th August
• 5th September
For catering reasons attending the Friday Night Dinners 
and the Catered Lunch and Learns must be pre-booked 
via the Shul Office by ringing 01273 888 855 or emailing 
office@bhhc-shul.org.

Weekly Shiurim
We hold a Lunch & Learn, featuring a light lunch with 
Shiur every Wednesday between 12.30 & 1.30 pm and a 
Ladies Shiur on the Ethics of the Fathers every Thursday, 
10.00 – 11.00 am.

AnnuAl ShAvuot lunch. 
A beautiful three course fish meal with wine.  

Vegetarian option available. 
First Day Shavuot - Sunday 20th May after the service. 

£16 for adults & £5.00 for children. 

All bookings must be in by Monday 13 May. To 
reserve your place, please contact the office by email 

office@bhhc-shul.org or ring 01273 888855.  
 All welcome.
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This year, Sunday 20 May shall be the first day of the two-
day Festival of Shavuot.  It is known as one of the three 
‘foot-festivals’ for in Temple times, the pilgrims would make 
their way on foot to Jerusalem to celebrate en masse. In 
those days, specific sacrifices would be brought and the 
Priests (Cohanim) would administer, as is their requirement. 
As well as Temple service, priests have other duties. 

Cohanim are expected to teach and elevate the people as 
the Prophet Malachi states (2/7): “For the lips of the Cohen 
should safeguard knowledge and people should seek 
teaching from his mouth; for he is an agent of Hashem, 
Master of Legions”. God also conferred upon the Cohanim 
the power and the eternal Mitzvah to bless the people as is 
outlined in Bamidbar (Numbers) 6:23/27. 

In Israel today, this priestly blessing (Birchat Cohanim) is 
recited every day, towards the end of the Amidah (The 
silent prayer). The prevalent Ashkenazi custom in the 
Diaspora is only to say Birchat Cohanim on a Yom Tov and 
for some, not when it falls to be on a Shabbat (although 
many Halachic Authorities are of the opinion that the 
custom to bless the people even if a Festival occurs on 
the Sabbath is the more appropriate custom – ‘Kitzur 
Shulchan Aruch’ 100/1). The crux of the debate is whether 
we are in a state of Simchah or not, as apparently blessing 
can only flow through those who are joyous and of happy 
countenance. It seems that the numerous bloody Crusades 
of the Middle Ages and general Christian oppression had 
clearly taken their toll on the world of Ashkenaz Jewry.

The laws appertaining to the priestly blessing are numerous 
and intricate e.g. when precisely the Cohen must go up 
to the Duchan (the platform); how he must raise his hands 
during the blessing and to precisely which height; prior 
washing of his hands by a Levite; the absence of footwear 
whilst up on the rostrum; if the Cohen be in a state of strife 
with members of the Congregation or if animosity exists 
between them, he is forbidden to Duchan; the positioning 
of the congregants in relation to the Cohen who is reciting 
the blessing; if a Cohen should possess a visible physical 
defect etc. etc.. One thing is for certain; this is serious 
business. 

Moreover, it is unquestionable to think that ‘Blessing’ 
emanates intrinsically from man who is of flesh and 
blood, rather (and our Sages emphasize this) the Beracha 
stems from God exclusively and the Cohanim, who 
are descendants of Aaron (older brother to Moshe our 
teacher) are merely acting as vehicles for this blessing to 
descend upon the congregation. Why precisely it works 
in this fashion is beyond the scope of this article and one 
would have to delve into the core fundamentals regarding 
the mechanism of ‘Blessing’ in general. Of course, a 
Cohen can be disqualified and lose his privileges should 
he transgress one of the priestly prohibitions delineated 
in the Torah, such as marrying a divorcee or a convert 
to Judaism. The subject of ‘Blessing’ is indeed a very 
important one, as people can often confuse the focus and 

direction when looking to a Rabbi for blessing, repentance 
and even redemption.

All said, it becomes abundantly evident that popular 
western ideas of democracy and social equality simply 
do not jive with the classical hierarchical structures as 
mentioned in the Torah. Would it not be stretching reality 
and indulging our fantasy to surmise that with institutions 
and personalities such as a King, Prophet, Shoftim (judges), 
Sanhedrin, Cohen, Levi, Yisrael, Nazarite, Metzorah (leper), 
Mamzer, Toshav (resident), Ger (convert), Eved (slave), 
Shifcha Cannanite (Cannanite maidservant) and others, 
that we are a far cry away from ‘democracy’ and equality 
between all men, however palatable we try to present it. 
Especially with the status of Cehunah (priesthood) handed 
down from father to son, along with all of the privileges 
vested therein……institutional nepotism? 

Instead, it seems that the Torah takes pride and is 
unapologetic in investing people with a particular status, 
whilst maintaining hierarchy. Systems of government are 
always open to abuse and western democracy is certainly 
not immune to manipulation. When we stand in Synagogue 
and receive the Priestly blessing this Shavuot, how can we 
divorce ourselves from the knowledge that by virtue of our 
passive participation, we acknowledge that certain spiritual 
roles have been allotted to some and by default, not to 
others.

Perhaps to acknowledge these inherent societal divides is 
a more honest and genuine form of society? I genuinely do 
not have the response to that question, as I am aware of 
the inherent dangers lurking in embarking along that path. 
History has amply demonstrated this and we know for 
certain that there were long periods when the priesthood 
functioning within the Temple of Jerusalem was open to 
the abuse of misappropriated power. Still, we are obliged 
to ask these fundamentally difficult questions so that we 
may attempt to strive towards greater harmony within 
governance.  

“let them place my Name upon the Children of Israel and I shall bless them.” 
(Numbers 6/27)
by Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer 
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SHABBAT SHAlOm – BRIGHTON TImES
In  Light candles Out  Havdalah
Fri 4  8.08 pm  Sat 5 9.26 pm
Fri 11 8.19 pm  Sat 12 9.40 pm
Fri 18 8.29 pm  Sat 19 9.52 pm
Fri 25 8.39 pm  Sat 26 10.04 pm

What’s on: May 2018
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COmmUNITy EvENTS –  ImPORTANT REmINdER: 
Contact the Communal diary before planning your events.  
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com

EvENTS IN mAy   
      Thursday 3
 � lag B’Omer BBQ with live music organised by Chabad at 5, 

Tongdean Road, Hove commencing 6.30 pm. £12.50. To book call 
07885 538681 
 
Sunday 6 

 � Sussex Jewish News - submission deadline for June 2018 issue  
Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org

 � Historic Jewish Brighton & Hove conducted bus tour, including a private 
visit to middle Street Synagogue £15 – limited to 45 persons. Meet 
at 10.00 am at Hove Town Hall. For information contact Hazel on 
07886 8545044

 � middle Street Synagogue Open day 2.30 – 4.30 pm. Entrance £3.00 
 
Tuesday 8 

 � Jewish Historical Society of England, Sussex Branch with guest 
speaker David Juenger of the University of Sussex on Beyond flight 
and rescue. Emigration planning of German Jews, 1933-1938. Ralli 
Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove at 7.45 pm. Visitors £5 per lecture / £20 
for programme of six lectures or full subscription £40 p.a. Please 
contact amcrook321@gmail.com or ring 01273 776539 or contact 
g.gould915@btinternet.com or ring 01273 419412 or visit our 
website at www.jhse.org  
 
Wednesday 9

 � Sussex Friends of Israel present an evening event, 7.00pm – 10.00 
pm 
 
Friday 11    

 � BHPS Oneg with guest speaker Michael Harris on Living together – 
multiculturalism in the 21st century. 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove 7.30 
– 10.00 pm 
 
Sunday 13    

 � middle Street Synagogue Open day 2.30 – 4.30 pm. Entrance £3.00
 � Israeli Film Festival Seret presents ‘An Israeli Love Story’ at Duke’s 

@ Komedia, Brighton at 6.30 pm 
 
Tuesday 15    

 � Sussex Jewish Golfing Society meeting at Cuddington Golf Club in 
Surrey 
 
Thursday 17    

 � Israeli Film Festival Seret presents ‘Maktub’ at Duke’s @ Komedia, 
Brighton at 8.00 pm 
 
Monday 21    

 � No SARId meeting members as it is Shavuot 
 
Sunday 27    

 � middle Street Synagogue Open day 2.30 – 4.30 pm. Entrance £3.00

NOTABlE dATES
Thursday 3 Lag B’Omer
Monday 7 Bank Holiday
Saturday 19 Erev Shavuot
Sunday 20 1st day Shavuot
Monday 21 2nd day Shavuot – Yizkor
Monday 28 Bank Holiday

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle.
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON

The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE
JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM RD, HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Mondays
 � lunch & learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel 

Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.  Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 
transport Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune. Men only. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth look 
at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. 
Enjoy herbal teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 8.00 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARId (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday 
of the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email 
esther@ajr.co.uk

Tuesdays
 � Something to Say? - discussion Group with Rabbi Samuel, every 

other Tuesday Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove 10.30 
am Tel: 01273 732035 

 � Ralli Hall lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 
01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall 

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. Tel: 
07811 601106

 � Chutzpah Choir yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 
am – 1.00 pm weekly. For Hove venue contact chutzpahchoir@gmail.com 
or tel. Betty on 01273 474795

 � Israeli dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � Eastbourne liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism) 

Coffee morning, 11.00 am, 1st Wednesday of each month, Hydro Hotel, 
Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650 

Thursdays
 � mummy and me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) @ Montessori Nursery from 

11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging environment, 
healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music time!

 � Ralli Hall lunch and Social Club 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly. 
 Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to the 
RHL&SC Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 
8.15- 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her 

guitar 10.30 am – 12.30 pm (including lunch) AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove

 � Eastbourne liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism).  
Service at 6.30 pm on the 4th Friday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22, Susans 

Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am. Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 
Judaism). Service at 12.30 pm, 2nd Saturday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650

REGUlAR ACTIvITIES - mAy


