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SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, 
communities, contacts and more. Delivered at  
the start of each month, SJN is run entirely by 
volunteers for reporting, editing and circulating 
each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

Seder Matzo Cover by Brian Megitt

As an experiment, type the three words “Israel at 70” into 
your favourite web browser and see what happens. That’s 
what I did recently, just to get a sense of what pundits, 
analysts and everyday people are thinking as we approach 
this year’s milestone celebration of the country’s birth.

Chances are you’ll find a certain ‘on-the-one-hand/but-on-
the-other-hand’ outlook rises to the surface.

There is the ‘Miracle Israel’ 
narrative: Israel’s re-birth after 
the Holocaust, the War of 
Independence, Six Day War, its 
‘Victory But Soul-Searching’ 
following the Yom Kippur War, the 
emergence of a globally competing 
economy as a high-tech Start-Up 
Nation, path-breaking advances 
in the sciences, medicine, 
humanitarianism, gender equality – side-by-side with its 
vibrant and innovative contributions to culture and an 
evolving Judaism for a modern era.

Then, of course there is the ‘Israel at Risk’ narrative: 
internal and external threats to the country’s social and 
democratic fabric, Islamist extremism, Iran’s relentless 
quest for hegemony in the region, the rise of global 
antisemitism, a weakening allegiance to the Jewish state 
by a younger generation without personal or emotional 

ties to Miracle Israel, a hyper-polarised political system 
seemingly on the verge of implosion with every Knesset 
debate and coalition crisis.

Each of these narratives plays a role in echelons of Labour 
Party and amongst illiberal factions in Brighton & Hove, 
where the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
continues to pose a threat to our sense of security.

Yet perhaps overriding all 
of these is the ‘My Israel’ 
narrative: the lifetime 
of associations and the 
wellspring of inspiration that 
comes with each visit, each 
exchange with our Israeli 
relatives and friends and the 
deep-seated recognition that 
the Israel we know is so much 

bigger, dynamic, all-encompassing, spiritually rooted and 
life-affirming than we can possibly capture on one national 
birthday, no matter how significant.

So here’s to you, Israel: a big Thank You. For making us 
who we are, for challenging us, for giving us a secure and 
emotional centre in our daily lives and, to paraphrase the 
shehechiyanu, for bringing us to this season of deserved 
celebration. Mazel tov.

As we celebrate, there are a 
number of narratives for Israel 
at 70 including ‘Miracle Israel’, 
Israel at risk’ and ‘My Israel’.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 6 APRIL 2018
Email address for submissions and correspondence:   

sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
•	 are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
•	 accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•							welcome	readers’	contributions	but	reserve	the	right	to	edit,	cut,	decline	
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.

Sussex Jewish News
PO Box 2178 • Hove BN3 3SZ
Telephone:  07906 955 404
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Brighton and Hove Jewish 
Housing Association

Has a vacancy in central Hove
For a one bedroom unfurnished flat

Suitable for single occupancy
Affordable rent includes –

central heating, constant hot water
use of garden, television and telephone points.

Please telephone 07716 114012 
or

email bahjha@googlemail.com
for an application form
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Your News
Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Irit Abrahams, Clive Bach and Walter Bush who 
are celebrating special birthdays this month.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to Linda Boyask, Irvyn Isaacs 
and Estelle Simon, as well as to all those in our community 
who are in hospital or unwell at the present time. 

Deaths
We wish Long Life to: 
•  Anita Gross on the passing of her mother Rose Stein z’l, 

Beloved grandmother to Martin and Russell Gross
•  Sally Goldman and David Rose and families on the death of 

their mother Freda (Dorothy) Rose z’l
• The family of Allan Tabor z’l

Stonesettings
The memorial stone in loving memory of Martin Boyask z’l 
will be consecrated on Sunday, 8 April 2018 at 2.30 pm at the 
Jewish Cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton. 

On-side Bar Mitzvah 
by Yael Breuer 

A teenager from Brighton combined his Bar Mitzvah 
preparations with his love of football to deliver a message of 

peace and teamwork, with the 
help of Israeli footballer Tomer 
Hemed. 
Sol Matofska-Dyer, who would 
like to become a professional 
footballer himself when he 
grows up, had contacted 
Brighton and Hove Albion 
striker, Tomer Hemed, and 
asked to interview him for his 
Bar Mitzvah project. 
Hemed agreed and the two 
met for a chat in which, 
“Tomer told me about his 
career, his friendship with 
fellow footballer, Israeli Arab 

Beram Kayal and about his belief that football can create 
bridges between people from different backgrounds,” said 
Sol.
“He told me about his own Bar Mitzvah and how he needed 
to leave the event early because of a football game. I quoted 
him in my Bar Mitzvah sermon, saying that football brings 
people together in that anyone can play the game, but you 
cannot play it alone. The team players need to work together 
and, whoever they are and whatever backgrounds they 
are from, they always need to pass the ball and work with 
others.”
Sol celebrated his Bar Mitzvah and delivered his sermon 
twice, first at the Brighton and Hove Progressive Synagogue 
and soon after at the Robinson’s Arch, the egalitarian Wall at 
the end of the Kotel in Jerusalem. While in Israel on his Bar 
Mitzvah trip, he was invited to attend a training session and 
a game at Maccabi Haifa, Hemed’s old team. “Tomer had 
arranged for me to be there and meet the players, and it was 
the same day in which he was named Israeli footballer of 
the year. He also suggested that we keep in touch and that I 
could come to him for advice about football.”

Your Views
By Tube beyond Edgware
The book to which Gordon Franks referred in the March SJN 
page 4 is By Tube beyond Edgware by Tony Beard, published 
by Capital Transport in 2002 at £19.95 (ISBN 1-85414-246-1). 
I am sure that the book is now out of print, but I have seen 
remaindered copies. Of course, there may be a new edition or 
reprint. 
The book covers in much detail the extension from Edgware 
to Bushey Heath (originally Aldenham) with stations at 
Edgebury (originally Edgwarebury) and Elstree (later Brockley 
Hill). The only structure completed was the train servicing 
depot at Aldenham which became a very successful military 
aircraft factory during the war and later, a bus garage. At this 
stage the full extension to Watford had yet to be planned.
If anybody is particularly interested I am quite happy for my 
copy of the book to be perused.
Yours Sincerely, Godfrey R Gould
By Tube beyond Edgware is available on Amazon.

Helping Hands
Last month Michael Davids wrote in SJN about the Volunteer 
Support Day and the problem with isolation.
How can the people who are alone, be found?
The synagogues have the most up to date list of Jews living 
locally and they do their best to keep in contact. In addition, 
Sarah Wilks asked Helping Hands volunteers to send a 
postcard to a client near them, asking if they need any help 
and this has been quite successful.
The problem is the large number of Jews who do not belong 
to any organisation and many of them may be slipping 
through the net.
We have no idea how to contact these people and any 
suggestions would be welcome. Please get in touch on 01273 
747722 or via helping-hands@helping-hands.org.
David Melcher

JEWISH LONDON
Worthing Coaches are running a guided tour of Jewish 
London on Monday 16 April. The guided tour tells the 

story of Jewish life in London from Roman times to the 
present day, with visits to the 17th century Bevis Marks 

Synagogue, the Jewish East End and the Jewish Museum 
in Camden. 

To book, phone 01903 505805 or visit the website: www.
worthing-coaches.co.uk.

The cost is £50.00 and there are numerous pick-up 
points.
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Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer
On 6 March we had a meeting with all our members and 
volunteers to discuss what they would want to include in our 
activities and they came up with some lovely ideas: choir, 
films, music afternoons and many more. So, watch out for 
our new spring programme with film afternoons, discussion 
groups, more outings and of course new summer menus. 
If you would like to join us or if you have an idea for a new 
activity please contact me. 

On Thursday 8 March we had our usual JACs meeting with 
the speaker Godfrey Gould. We have started new physical 
activities which are being enjoyed by all members on Tuesday 

afternoons and they show just how competitive our members 
are. Unfortunately, our Purim party with Rabbi Efune was 
cancelled due to the bad weather. This also forced us to close 
on Tuesday as well, entirely for safety reasons.

Please note that we have had to change the date of our April 
Card Afternoon due to the Marathon: the new date is the 18 
November 2018.

Hope you are all having a nice Pesach and looking forward to 
spring and warmer weather. Keep warm.

Connectivity is computer terminology 
referring to the capacity to be connected 
or the ability to connect to or communicate 

with another computer or computer system. In a wider sense 
we all have the capacity to be connected, but often are 
unaware of it or choose not to take advantage of it.

By glancing at this article, you have already made two 
connections. You have taken advantage of having Sussex 
Jewish News (SJN) in your home. Furthermore, you have 
demonstrated curiosity in the activities of Helping Hands 
(HH).

The two organisations have quite a lot in common. Each 
enables you to be connected with the Jewish community. 
SJN takes you out of the isolation of your home and is the 
gateway to what is going on in your Jewish neighbourhood. 
Helping Hands is your conduit to support when you need a 
little help. HH is also the provider of Communal Teas every 

other month, owns and operates the Helping Hands bus, 
which provides door-to-door transport. HH maintains regular 
connection with its clients.

Both SJN and Helping Hands rely on voluntary help. They 
depend on a dedicated band of people who are willing and 
able to give a bit of their free time. If this might be of interest 
to you, the transition from being connected to being well-
connected is only a phone call away.

Each organisation is grateful for the generous donations 
which maintain their viability. If you would like to upgrade your 
connection and become well-connected you might wish to 
consider whatever small contribution is within your means.

Finally, there is an effortless way of becoming well-connected. 
Just pass the message on. Recommend an annual 
subscription to SJN or the benefits of being a HH Volunteer. 
Thus, your connection will help to sustain a viable community.

Communication: the short distance from being connected 
to being well-connected

The Chutzpah Choir joined two other choirs in East Hoathly 
on 10 February to raise funds for the East Hoathly and 
Halland Village of Sanctuary and for the church roof fund. It 
was a wonderful opportunity to share this exhilarating musical 
tradition with people for whom it was a new experience. The 
choir’s songs were complemented by a beautiful rendition 
of a Russian folk song sung a cappella by our leader, Polina 
Shepherd.
The choir now has a strong core of over twenty singers, but 
new members are always welcome. We meet on Tuesday 
mornings between 11.00 am and 1.00 pm at the Brighton 
and Hove Progressive Synagogue. Anyone seeking more 
information is invited to contact Betty Skolnick on 01273 
474795 or to email chutzpachoir@gmail.com .
The enthusiasm of choir members has led to the organization 
of Klezmer South on 10 June 2018, a day’s workshop of 
Klezmer music, dance and Yiddish song with internationally 
acclaimed leaders and performers. This event is open to all. 
For more information or to register go to www.azoy.uk. 

Chutzpah Choir raises the roof  
by Betty Skolnick

01273 747722
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East End Memories 
Letter from Ivor Sorokin to the Jewish Chronicle:
Your printing of the Brick Lane painting by John Allin (letters 
page 25 Feb) was hugely evocative and heart-warming.

Painting of Brick Lane by John Allin © The Artist’s Estate
I was born in 1934, coincidentally the same year as the artist, 
and spent my formative years in Fournier Street, which is 
between Brick Lane and the old Spitalfields market.
I have been inspired to briefly research his works and there 
is actually one of the Great Synagogue at the end of Fournier 
Street. It is a perfect illustration of his vivid primitive style.
I have located a pamphlet book of his works which I am 
eagerly awaiting and hope that it is included.
In the pre-war years the street was a very poor area but now 
the original houses have been yuppified, with through lounges 
and pine floorings, and prices probably well into seven 
figures. Even the actual pronunciation of the name has been 
frenchified - from Fawn-i-yar to Foorn-e-yay. 
Fings certainly ain’t what they used to be.
Editor’s Note: Fournier Street is named after a man of 
Huguenot extraction, George Fournier.

Letter from Barbara Gordon to Ivor Sorokin:
I’ve just read your letter in the JC regarding John Allin. In 
pride of place in our home I have a painting by him of Hessel 
Street - but how I came by it is another story!
I live in East Preston: in nearby Angmering, there is a shop 
selling everything from paintings to cards to wool etc. I don’t 
remember when I spotted 2 paintings by John Allin - one 
of Hessel Street and another of Gardner’s Corner, Aldgate. 
Friends have similar paintings which I always admired. I 
enquired the price but at £450 each they were out of my price 
range. 
I consoled myself that no-one in Angmering would be 
interested in either picture but - maybe a couple of years’ 
later - Gardner’s Corner was purchased by someone. I was 
quite shocked.
After that I enquired again regarding Hessel Street and even 
wondered if I could ask to pay by instalments!
Anyway - again some time later - I was in the shop and again 
referring to ‘my’ picture when the owner showed me their 
latest newsletter and told me to turn to a particular page 
where it said, ‘All framed pictures on the walls of the shop 
were now half price’ ! Of course, I bought it immediately and 
have enjoyed it so much. I believe there are copies in the 
Jewish Museum.
I would add that, thanks to my father wishing his children to 
‘grow up near green fields’ my parents purchased a house 
in Edgware in 1935 where I grew up. But, my mother and 
I (after my father’s untimely death) would regularly visit my 
grandparents in Jamaica Street, Stepney Green, with many 
happy memories for me of the love that I experienced there.
Also, Rev Malcom Weisman and his wife have stayed with 
us when he has been in Worthing and only this last week 
remarked to Ian (my husband) that the picture in the JC 
reminded him of our painting.

On Sunday 25 February, West Sussex Jewish Community 
brought together 35 of its members for a Purim tea party held 
in Littlehampton. 
In West Sussex there are nearly 1,000 Jewish people of 
which over 85 are members of the group. They live in many 
of the towns and villages, big and small in the county. The 
tea brought together many new faces, in a very friendly 
atmosphere.
An informal discussion quiz started the afternoon followed by 
the tea. It was warming to see how people intermingled, not 
just keeping to the tables where they first sat.
This was the first meeting under the label of West Sussex, 
which encompasses also the Worthing District Jewish 
Community. It is being organised by the Sussex Jewish 
Outreach Group, together with local volunteers
There are regular events planned, such as Seder nights 
in Worthing and Chichester; an Erev Shavuot service and 
supper; a garden party, and even a trip to Florence in 
October.

The group welcomes all Jewish people whether Shul goers or 
not and their partners and children.
For more information, please email westsussexjc@gmail.com 
or ring 01273 728178.  You can also check out the website at 
sussexjewishoutreach.com

West Sussex Celebrates Purim 
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21 Years of Dancing at Ralli Hall

Ralli Hall  
by Roger Abrahams

About 35 people gathered at Ralli Hall on the evening of 
Tuesday 12th December to celebrate the 21st birthday of the 
Hove Israeli Dance Group (HIDG). Attendees included some 
who had been members of the HIDG right at the beginning in 
its first and second years, as well as more recent and current 
dancers.
The evening started with drinks followed by the lighting of the 
first Chanukah candle by Nicola Hyman, the longest serving 
current member of the group. Guests gathered round to 
sing Maoz Tsur, with transliterations provided for those who 
didn’t know the words. After that most people joined in with a 
special Chanukah dance – Sevivon Sof Sof Sof.
A delicious buffet of finger food, both savoury and sweet, 
had been organised by a few of the current dancers. It was 
plentiful and ensured that no-one went hungry during the 
evening.
Ella Grey, who has been leader of the group for 20 out of 
its 21 years, was presented with a bouquet of flowers as a 
thank you for her dedicated service over such a long period. 

She had compiled a playlist for the evening of some of the 
‘golden oldies’ that former dancers were likely to remember 
and everyone was invited to join in while it was played. Many 
did but also enjoyed sitting out and watching, listening to the 
music, and chatting to old friends as well as meeting some 
people for the first time. Everyone said they had enjoyed the 
evening.
The HIDG was very pleased that the Chairman, Manager and 
Assistant Manager of Ralli Hall were able to be present at the 
party to share in the celebration. Ralli Hall has nurtured and 
supported the group throughout its 21 years and is just the 
kind of activity that could not have survived without having a 
home at Ralli Hall. How lucky we are to have such a home.
This article should have been published in SJN 283 but 
appears to have danced away and has now returned.

I was very pleased to note that the Jewish Film Society is now 
back in business with a new member at the helm. A relatively 
new member of B&HJYC, David Bresh, kindly volunteered to 
take over the chairmanship of the society. There was quite 
a full house of forty or so film-goers for the first film of the 
season, a Woody Allen comedy. There will be regular film 
showings for the whole of the season.
Holland Road Synagogue held a screening of a fascinating 
documentary, “Remember Baghdad” here at Ralli Hall, 
which included a most interesting questions and answers 
session led by Stella Joory. I understand from Rabbi Samuel 
de Beck Spitzer, that more such activities are planned, with 
some hopefully booked at Ralli Hall. My wife and I thoroughly 
enjoyed the afternoon, and we had to add extra seats, ending 
up with over 60 in a packed Magrill Lounge.
Due to the inclement weather, the Lunch Club Purim Party, 
run as usual by Rabbi Pesach Efune, had to be cancelled at 
short notice. His annual First Night Pesach Seder will, I am 
sure, not suffer the same fate, unless we have a snowstorm at 
the very end of March.
I am very pleased to note that the constant stream of 
community activities held at Ralli Hall is continuing, with 
Israel’s 70th Independence Day Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations 
booked for Wednesday evening, 18 April. This has not been 
held locally for some time, and I am very happy that, in 
this special anniversary year for Israel, with the first official 
visit by a member of the Royal Family as an added bonus, 

Yom Ha’atzmaut is to be celebrated here at Ralli Hall. I look 
forward to a successful and happy occasion, compliments of 
the Sussex Jewish Representative Council.
Timing is everything, and the submission deadline for next 
month’s SJN has beaten our next Board Meeting, so I cannot 
announce the actual date of our next AGM until the following 
edition. However, it will definitely be held early in June. Once 
again, I must emphasize that our “Geriatric Committee” is 
unfortunately not getting any younger, so we would very 
much welcome some new blood to help swell our numbers 
and lower the average age of the members - you will be made 
most welcome.
I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 
into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

Please note that our next issue will be May 2018  
The deadline for your announcements, news, views, 

articles, photos, adverts, etc., is 6th April 2018.

Voluntary Support Agencies

•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  
01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021

• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226

•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  helping-hands@helping-hands.org

•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 
info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association. bahjha@googlemail.com

•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim project  
01273 737223

•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform.  (Sue Rosenfield)  
01273 735343

•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall. Various communal activities. 
 01273 202254  or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Pesach is a time when our thoughts naturally turn to Israel. 
It is the festival to celebrate the Exodus of the Jewish 
people from Egypt and the miracle of the parting of the 
Red Sea which enabled the Bnei Israel to escape from 
their pursuing oppressors who would have returned them 
to slavery.

This year we also celebrate the anniversary of a modern 
miracle. Seventy years ago the State of Israel was re-born 
after 2,000 years of exile. It remains an event without 
parallel in human history. Against overwhelming military 
odds, the nascent nation survived the onslaught of 
invading armies from seven Arab countries. The miracles 
did not stop there. While still in its infancy Israel offered 
a home to the survivors of the Holocaust as well as 
Jewish refugees from persecution in the Middle East and 
North Africa. Israel quickly established itself as a robust 
democracy. It made the desert bloom, its scientists have 
presided over some of the most exciting discoveries of 
recent decades, its industries have flourished and its 
defence forces are now respected the world over. Jews 
from around the world know that should antisemitism 
threaten any community, as it has many times over the 
centuries, we have a nation which has pledged to accept 
and protect us.

The Board of Deputies will celebrate this special birthday 
with joy, as we commemorated the 100th anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration last year. Whether we live in Israel 
or here in the UK, there is no doubt that a thriving Israel is 
of the greatest importance to the vast majority of us.

It needs to be said that Jews in the UK who make aliyah 
do so out of choice rather than fear. We are lucky enough 
to live in a country in which the overwhelming majority 
of Jews live confidently, with the proper support and 
protection extended by Government and society as a 
whole. This is not to say that we do not face challenges. 
There is still antisemitism in Britain and it is our duty as 
your representative organisation to call it out and take 
action whenever we see it necessary. 

Last year in this message, I said that the actions of Labour 
Leader Jeremy Corbyn would speak louder than his 
words. Twelve months on and Labour has moved with the 
speed of an arthritic snail over the issue. Ken Livingstone 
remains in the party and is unrepentantly spouting his 
nonsense about Hitler and Zionism on Iranian state-
sponsored TV. It has not escaped our notice that notorious 
figures including Jackie Walker and Tony Greenstein 
are also still party members. Labour’s leadership must 
now finally act to expel those who whose views are 
incompatible with a party which sees itself as progressive 
and anti-racist.

While we have much work to do, I will be passing the 
baton of leadership of our community to a new President 
after our elections in May. My three years in the role 

followed on the previous six years as Vice President and 
Chair of the Defence and Interfaith Division. The last nine 
years have been intensive and demanding. I would not 
have had it any other way. But I have decided that the time 
has now come to stand aside and let the Board have the 
benefit of a new leader who will bring fresh qualities and 
energies to the role. It has been the greatest privilege to 
lead this Board and be an advocate for our remarkable 
British Jewish community. 

When I was elected as President three years ago I pledged 
to give clear and credible leadership to protect and defend 
the rights of our community and put its case effectively. I 
believe that I have gone a long way towards fulfilling these 
aims. 

The strength of our organisation lies in our democracy. 
We have nearly 300 Deputies who range in their views 
from right to left, Orthodox to Progressive to secular, and 
we have launched a campaign to persuade more young 
and female candidates to stand to become Deputies so 
that we can become even more representative of our 
demographic. It is the job of the President and Honorary 
Officers to listen to their views and represent them 
powerfully to Government and other important public 
authorities. 

I have every confidence that my successor, with the 
support of our organisation and with a democratic 
mandate, will ensure that the Board of Deputies continues 
to go from strength to strength.

Chag sameach to you all. 

PESACH MESSAGE
PRESIDENT JONATHAN ARKUSH
NISSAN 5778
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Sussex Jewish Representative 
Council

April is going to be a very busy month for the Sussex Jewish 
Representative Council and the whole community. On 11April 
we will be commemorating Yom 
Ha’Shoah. Continuing from last year, 
when we initiated a cross communal 
commemoration to remember as 
one, we are participating in Yom 
Ha’Shoah UK’s Yellow Candle Project. 
Thousands of people from across 
the Jewish world will be lighting a 
candle for a named victim who died 
in the Holocaust. If you would like 
to join us in supporting this project, 
yellow candles will be available at no 
charge, for collection from Ralli Hall 
on Wednesday 11 April from 4.00 pm-
6.00 pm. 

As supplies are limited, please email 
sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com or 
telephone Helping Hands on 01273 
747722 in advance, to reserve your 
candle. If you would like to take part 
but are unable to get to Ralli Hall on 
that afternoon, please contact us and 
we will try to arrange for your candle 
to be delivered.

One week later we will be celebrating Israel’s 70th Birthday! 
To mark the occasion, we are planning a big party at Ralli 

Hall on Wednesday 18 April from 5.00 
pm-9.00 pm. We are hoping to create 
a fun, informal evening for all, with 
an Israeli mini market, Israeli street 
food, music and entertainment with 
a street party atmosphere. There will 
be a special ‘Children’s Party’ from 
5pm-6pm and prior to welcoming 
in Yom Ha’atzmaut, Yom Hazikaron 
will be commemorated to remember 
the fallen soldiers and victims of 
terrorism. Admission will be free but 
you will need to register in advance at 
sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com    

If you are interested in taking a stall at 
the Israeli Mini Market to sell goods, 
please contact the SJRC by email at 
sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
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Reading Roger Abrahams’ article in the March edition of 
the SJN, in which he mentioned the musical shows from 
the 1980s, started me ruminating on my long association 
with Ralli Hall. I wondered if anyone else has had 
connections with this place for as long as I have?

Long before Ralli Hall was owned by the Jewish 
Community it belonged to the local Parish of All Saints 
Church. 

I was born in Hove in 1951, and as a child, I had always 
longed to be a Brownie. However, there were no Jewish 
Brownie packs here in those days and my mother could 
not find a pack that would take me as I was Jewish (in 
those days this was quite acceptable!). Then finally, when 
I was 8, my friend’s Brown Owl said she would accept me. 
Meetings were in the Ralli Hall gym, and that began my 
lifelong association with this building. I well remember the 
old gym as it was in those days. It was dirty, dusty and 
dark, with wall bars on all sides. 

There was also the occasional joint event with the Girl 
Guides in the Hall upstairs, such as the donating of a 
Guide Dog funded by the collection of all our foil milk tops. 
This was attended by Sergeant Flint (Arthur Rigby) from 
Dixon of Dock Green, believe it or not! 

At the age of eleven I moved on to the Girl Guides. We met 
in a room upstairs on the first floor and had many years 
of enjoyable meetings there. Our Company also sang on 
the stage at Girl Guide shows. Our camping equipment, 
which we would retrieve once a year, was stored behind 
the stage.

Fast forward to 1975 when Ralli Hall was on the market 
to be sold. My late father, Harry Crook, a well-known 
local estate agent, identified that it was available at a time 
when the Brighton and Hove Jewish Youth Council were 
looking to buy a Youth Centre for the town with the money 
from the sale of Maccabi House. Harry Crook was very 
involved in the purchase of this building, and my husband 
Joe Davis, a Chartered Building Surveyor, spent a day 
completing the survey on this before the purchase.

Two years later, our daughter Abigail attended the 
wonderful nursery there run by Myrna Carlebach, before it 
became Carmel House on the site of BHHC. Not so many 
years later Monty Levine started producing children’s 
shows at Ralli Hall and our children took part in several of 
these. We still have videos of some of the shows which we 
love to watch.

By then there was a thriving Cubs pack which met in the 
prefab (now the art hut) in the car park at Ralli Hall. Our 
son Ben spent many happy years there as a Cub and a 
Scout, and I was a helper in the Cub pack for some time 
too. Abigail enjoyed her time as a member of the JLGB 
group that also met there. When our children were in their 
teens they were both lucky enough to have a large and 

thriving BBYO group that met in the Youth Lounge every 
Sunday evening.

In more recent years, Joe was a member of the Jewish Art 
group for some considerable time, under the guidance of 
Rochelle Oberman, and I have been going to the Israeli 
Dance group for most of the 21 years that it has been 
running, bar those missed due to illness. In fact, the Israeli 
Dance group is the longest running Jewish activity group 
at the Ralli Hall and we had a lovely party last Chanukah 
to celebrate, which was attended by many past members. 
(Jackie Fuller wrote a great article about this anniversary 
in December’s SJN). It is wonderful that this group has 
flourished there for so long, and that we are able to dance 
in such a lovely hall. 

I know this is largely due to the long-term efforts of Roger 
Abrahams and his committee, who have taken on many 
businesses at the Ralli Hall, so that the groups in the 
Jewish community can continue to use it. My late father 
would have been thrilled to know that the building he 
worked so hard to help procure is still being used by his 
family. Long may we remain!

So, my association with the Ralli Hall currently spans 58 
years. Can anyone better that? 

Ralli Hall - Memoirs of a Hove Girl!
by Angela Davis
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Crisis Classroom, a social enterprise based in Brighton, 
has launched a new initiative aimed at supporting 
displaced refugees in Europe. Co-founder Darren 
Abrahams, who established the enterprise in 2015 in 
order to bring education to the Calais refugee camp, 
has developed it into a global network of individuals and 
communities who hand-deliver skills and language-based 
activities to people who find it hard to access education. 
Together with co-founder Kate McAllister, they are now 
raising funds to 
enable Crisis 
Classroom 
to send two 
educators 
back along the 
refugee routes 
of Europe.

“We’ve 
developed 
a unique 
education 
system that’s 
sustainable, 
scalable and 
can be used in 
any situation 
by everyday 
people”, said 
Darren. “In 
Calais we 
converted a 
double decker 
bus into a 
school and trained 60 teachers and have since adapted 
the skills and lessons we learned to be used on a global 
scale. For example, a Crisis Classroom training in Italy 
led to the creation of a new business co-created by 
local Italians and West African migrants. And in many 
different locations we have supported people, suffering 
the symptoms of trauma and who are overwhelmed, 
to learn new skills. We are now crowdfunding to raise 
25K to send Alon Harshak and Melissa Ray, two trained 
volunteers from Brighton to the Balkans, carrying our pop-
up classroom. They will be sharing skills and learning with 
people settling into new homes and researching new ways 
to teach and support displaced people.

Darren feels that his Jewish background and upbringing 
play a part in his passion to help. “I have worked for a long 
time in post conflict and trauma affected communities. 
So when I became aware that thousands of people were 
fleeing conflict to find safety in Europe, I felt I had the right 
skill-set to offer some help. As a Jewish man, I feel I have 
an obligation to welcome people and do all I can to help 
those going through the refugee experience. For 2000 

years Jews have lived that experience and I personally 
would not be in the privileged position I am now without 
the kindness of strangers shown to my ancestors. For 
many in our community the refugee experience is only a 
couple of generations away. My own grandfather was a 
refugee from Nazi Germany who made a new life in Israel 
as a young child. In some ways I feel I am paying for what 
was done for him in the 1930s.”

Volunteer 
teacher Alon 
Harshak, who 
is also Jewish, 
added; “I grew 
up in Finchley 
and was very 
involved in 
my youth 
movement 
Noam, which I 
think is where 
I started my 
interest in 
working in 
education. 
The skills, 
confidence 
and 
friendships I 
made there 
taught me 
about social 
justice and the 
importance of 

looking out for others less fortunate than ourselves. Being 
a leader on Noam taught me a lot about education and 
learning - there was and still is an emphasis on creative 
and alternative thinking, and I think that’s an important 
Jewish value too. I also learnt how education could be 
engaging, interactive and participatory. In terms of the 
refugee crisis, I strongly believe that this is a Jewish issue 
and this is definitely a strong part of my desire to be part 
of the response - I am proud of the response of much of 
the Jewish community and want to be part of that. The 
story of Judaism is the story of the refugee. My family 
came here as refugees and I think that we now have 
a responsibility towards those who today are seeking 
somewhere safe to live”.

For more details about Crisis Classroom, go to:  
www.crisisclassroom.com

To contribute, go to: 
https://chuffed.org/project/crisis-classroom

Crisis Classroom
by Yael Breuer

Features
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Seeing Chagall’s wonderful stained-glass windows in 
the Synagogue at the Hadassah University Medical 
Centre in Jerusalem many, many years ago, on my 
17th birthday, had a profound effect. The vibrancy of 
colours and the stories depicted by each of the 12 
windows were stunning. In subsequent years I was 
fortunate enough to see other pieces of Chagall’s 
artwork and have been fascinated by the man and 
his art.

It was therefore a real treat to be able to see writer 
Daniel Jamieson’s wonderful production of The 
Flying Lovers of Vitebsk by the Kneehigh company 
at Wilton’s Music Hall, just off Cable Street in 
Whitechapel – an absolute gem of a venue. This 
play, with only two characters on stage – Marc 
Chagall and his first wife and muse Bella Rosenfeld, 
together with two musicians, traces the couple’s love 
affair against the background of life in the stetl: the 
traditions, Yiddish songs and culture, the pogroms and the 
Russian revolution.

The music, costumes (Bella’s in particular, matched perfectly 
with Chagall’s paintings), props and set design, came 
together to make the evening quite magical. On stage for 
the full 90 minutes, Marc Antolin and Daisy Maywood were 
both amazing; they danced, sang and performed acrobatics 
and were rarely still. Marc and Bella’s wedding was cleverly 
staged with props so that one could imagine the family 
participating in the joyful ceremony. Daisy reminded us of 
Audrey Tautou – gamine yet charming with a beautiful voice, 
but also frustrated at not being able to use her intellectual 
and literary skills. Marc portrayed his namesake as the 
passionate, sometimes arrogant artist, brilliantly.

Chagall painted himself and Bella frequently flying over 
their home village of Vitebsk – their shared joy transcending 
everything on the ground. The actors managed to convey this 
great love and shared reverie in speech and song – some in 
Yiddish and various acrobatic poses – we were spellbound!

Bella was a talented writer and her description of their first 
encounter is like a Chagall painting in words, “The door 
opened wider… I felt hot with apprehension… as if something 
were scorching me. Light spread over the walls, and against 
them appeared the face of a boy…his eyes, they were as blue 
as if they’d fallen straight out of the sky”. Several of Chagall’s 
other paintings were represented in Emma Rice’s production; 
animals in primary colours, the praying Jew, rabbis and 
fiddlers. 

There was also a particular contemporary resonance to the 
play – the horrors of ethnic cleansing, trauma of refugees and 
longing for one’s homeland and a cultural life that has been 
annihilated.

This production is now on tour and will be in Brighton for the 
2018 Festival. It is on at the Attenborough Centre, Sussex 
University from 9 – 12 May 2018. I have already booked to 
see this superb play again – I hope you get a chance to see it 
too.

This is an outstanding exhibition of the life and work 
of designer Elizabeth Friedlander, who fled to Britain 
from Nazi Germany as a refugee in the 1930s. There 
is a wonderful range of book covers (many of the 
post-war Penguins were by her), commercial work, 
patterned papers and calligraphy. There is also an 
‘essay’ film about her life and work and examples of 
‘Elizabeth,’ the typeface she created.

The exhibition is open until 29 April 2018 Tuesday – 
Saturday 10.30 – 5.00 pm.  £6.50/£5.50 or free for 
Friends of Ditchling Museum or with the Art Pass.

Designs for Penguin scores. Photograph: Sam 
Moore/Courtesy of The Ditchling Museum

The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk
Play Review by Barbara Walman 

Elizabeth Friedlander –  
Her Art and Design
Exhibition at Ditchling Museum of Arts and Crafts
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On Sunday 8 April, we present 
Remember, a film that follows the 
story of a 90-year-old who suffers from 
memory loss and is living out his final 
years in a retirement home.

Zev Guttman, played by Academy 
Award Winner Christopher Plummer, 

receives a mysterious package from his very close friend 
Max, played by Martin Landau, also an Academy Award 
Winner. The content contains a letter and a detailed plan.

Both Zev and Max were prisoners in Auschwitz, and the 
guard who was responsible for the deaths of both their 
families, fled Germany immediately after the war, and was 
living in the U.S. under an assumed identity.

Zev is instructed 
by Max to go on a 
journey to seek out 
the guard and bring 
justice once and for 
all to the man who’d 
destroyed both their 
lives.

This 2015 film is a 
gripping drama, with 
a twist. 

The film starts at 7.30 
pm and doors open from 7.00 pm. Free to Ralli Hall members 
and full-time students, otherwise £4.  For more information 
contact David Bresh at breshdavid1@gmail.com

Remember

Our February meeting was well attended in spite of not having 
an outside speaker. I led a Reminiscence discussion on The 
Happiest Days of your Life?  We all contributed memories 
of our early schooldays, most of which took place during 
WW2 or just afterwards. We had a most enjoyable trip into 
our past, with many of us surprised at how much detail we 
did remember. In March we had a fascinating talk by our own 
Godfrey Gould on Why the Railways Don’t Work - which was 
a potted history of the development of the railways. We heard 
how nationalisation, privatisation and especially the dividing 
up of the different parts of the railways system fragmented 
the organisation. This really helped to give us more insight 
into the difficulties facing our transport system.  

Please note that because of the Jewish holidays, the date 
for our monthly JACS meeting in April has changed. It will be 
on Thursday 19th April and we will be delighted to welcome 
Sue Barnett to speak to us about her experiences as a 
Kindertransport child. We have all enjoyed David Barnett’s 
talks and are delighted that now we will hear “Susi’s Story”. 
She was born in Nazi Germany and will tell the story of her 

family’s life in pre-war Germany, including life under the Nazis 
and how they escaped individually but nonetheless paid 
a price as a family. So please come at 1.50 pm or join the 
luncheon club members and enjoy an excellent Kosher lunch 
first at a total cost of £10. For the afternoon only it will be 
£3.00 for the talk and tea and biscuits or cake.

I have also invited an ex-teacher friend to talk about life as 
a primary teacher in Brighton for our August meeting and a 
couple of actresses who have worked in West End musicals 
to talk about their lives, probably for the May meeting, when 
we return to our usual first Thursday in the month and meet 
on May 3rd. 

Please remember that the JACS membership fee, which is 
only £5.00 a year, is due.

The Eastbourne JACS holiday is taking place from 7th to llth 
May and will cost £340.

We are still desperate for someone to take over as Secretary 
to the Club! 

JACS
by Shirley Jaffe

MARTIN GROSS 

Memorials
All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken 

from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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This calendar month takes us on a numerical journey. At 
the very outset, the second day of the festival of Passover, 
we embark on that which is known as the Counting of the 
Omer, a 49 day count culminating in the Festival of Shavuot, 
Pentecost. This counting is based on a verse in Leviticus 
(23:15-16), whilst it is the majority view amongst the Halachic 
authorities that this ‘Mitzvah’ is purely Rabbinic nowadays 
rather than a Biblical requirement, as it begins from the day 
on which an omer, a sacrifice containing an omer-measure 
of barley was offered in the Temple in Yerushalayim, which 
is no more. For those who wish to delve beyond the mere 
7 week count and agricultural implications of grain based 
‘Omer’ Temple offerings, there is of course the Kabbalistic 
computations of the Sefirot each relating to one of the 7 days 
within the 7 weeks. One would hope, that with all this insight 
and self-perfecting effort, it would lead to an enhanced 
preparation for the receiving of the Torah on Shavuot.

There also exists within this period another phenomenon at 
play which I would like to focus on. That is that for the first 
33 days of this count we are expected to conduct ourselves 
in a state of minor mourning. For the duration, weddings are 
not scheduled, people abstain from listening to live music, 
hair-cuts are put on hold and if possible, court cases are 
postponed. This is based on the tradition that during this 
period, 24,000 students of the great Sage Rabbi Akiva (c. 
50–135 CE) perished in a plague. We are told that they were 
smitten with this plague because, although great in scholarly 
stature, they lacked the respect and honour required for one 
another, for men of such rank. It seems that the commonly 
known dictum promoted by their Master Rabbi Akiva , “Love 
thy neighbour/friend as thyself” was not adhered to and 
instead, there was rivalry, unhealthy competition and bigotry 
to be found amongst them.

It seems a harsh punishment to say the least. The 24,000 
dedicated students of Torah die a painful death on account of 
not affording reverence and sufficient respect for one another. 
It is indeed a subject unto itself. What I would like to bring to 
your attention is the fact that their Torah insights and study 
is not considered or noted as being worthy for posterity. 
They are not rated to be worthy carriers of the tradition 
and are forgotten into oblivion, save for the fact that we 
commemorate their rather gruesome death by refraining from 
celebration during the first 33 days of the Omer, by the end of 
which the plague came to a halt.

This ‘Wagner’ debate has been the subject of much 
passionate consternation, resulting in many taking 
personal offense and the storming of Concert Halls. 
Allow me to elaborate: Is it morally correct to laud and 
applaud someone based on their creative or academic 
achievements, irrespective of their personal conduct? Are we 
to acknowledge advance in a particular field even when it is 
abundantly apparent that the individual in question harbours 
distorted ideologies or when this person’s behaviour falls 
far short of common decency? Indeed, are we permitted to 
divorce the individual from his/her output? Or, should we?

There is no shortage of examples of people who are extolled 
for their achievements, yet who are known to be less than 

‘desirable’. Whether that be in their interpersonal relationships 
or private conduct, they are sometimes heralded as great 
people of history. It is increasingly apparent to me that the 
same criteria do not apply when considering great Torah 
luminaries. Erudition in Bible, Talmud, Midrash and Halacha 
does not receive authentic accolade unless the individual has 
mastered piety, purity and exemplary conduct. It is not merely 
an added bonus or a ‘nice’ addition to the picture of the 
personality, but rather a pre-requisite. The mystic who offers 
insight, yet indulges himself at the expense of others, does 
not exist in genuine Jewish thought.

If we are to develop this principle a stage further (as 
demonstrated by the ‘Talmidim’, the students of Rabbi 
Akiva), we must arrive ultimately at the conclusion that we 
are not exclusively interested in exceptional intellect or talent 
spotting when evaluating greatness in Torah, but rather the 
promulgation of love between man and his fellow and the 
enhancement of mankind. If this is lacking or fundamentally 
flawed, then we seem to ‘throw the baby out with the bath 
water’!

I am aware that this attitude may come as a shock surprise 
to some readers and I can perfectly understand why. After 
all, why should we not be able to enjoy the sublime Overture 
to ‘Tristan und Isolde’, simply because its composer was 
vociferously anti-Semitic? The debate continues and Maestro 
Daniel Barenboim has had much to say on the subject. In my 
opinion, his views hold validity and make for healthy debate, 
though inevitably they emerge insensitive to some. 

However, within the realm of ‘Limmud haTorah’, the study of 
Torah, there can exist no such concession. Clearly, this is not 
merely another ordinary discipline of study inhabiting the halls 
of another University faculty and the greater the stature of the 
man involved, the higher the moral demand on the perfection 
of his personality.

“Where is the love?” (The Black Eyed Peas - 2003)
by Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer 

YOM HASHOAH 2018
Hove Hebrew Congregation together with
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation  

invite you to join us to commemorate
 HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 

at
Holland Road Synagogue 

Wednesday 11th April 6.30pm 
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As April begins, Pesach is still in full swing and Yom 
Ha-Sho’ah beckons. On 21st February, I spent a day 
that began at midnight, accompanying 200 Lower Sixth 
Formers from Brighton College – together with their Head 
Teacher, Deputy Heads and the Heads of the College 
Houses – on a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. On the plane 
journeys there and back and the following day, I wrote 
eight poems. Here are two of them.

Pilgrimage to Auschwitz-Birkenau I
Our journey
by coach and plane and coach again
brings us here
to stand on our own two feet
and walk
and walk
for hours.
Transported here swiftly
in comfort
I think of the harried and deported
transported here
in cattle-trucks
that took several torturing days to arrive.
And then
as we walk
I think of their steps
to the left
or to the right
to gruelling labour 
‘in all weathers’
in the searing heat
in the freezing cold
or to death.

Pilgrimage to Auschwitz-Birkenau II
I am dressed in black
from head to foot
I have come here as a mourner
to accompany the dead
and the living 
of this Christian foundation school
who accompany me
their rabbi for one long day
alongside their priest. 
At the end of our trek 
over rough stone paths and frozen snow
and in and out of Hell’s interior spaces
we assemble for a moment of reflection
at the end of the tracks
that led to Birkenau’s gas chambers 
and crematoria
hastily-built to deal with the
mounting dispatches
and then hastily destroyed
as the Allies advanced.
The voices of 200 16 and 17-year-olds
reciting psalms
from our shared traditions
breathe warmth and solidarity
into the frigid wilderness
(a teacher remarks later that he felt 
the temperature rise, as we stood there).
And then as the snow begins to fall amongst this 
gathering of accompaniers
scattered voices
accepting my invitation 
join me in reciting the Kaddish
and we become a congregation
of mourners together.

A Day Trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Events@BHPS 
Onagim 

The Friday evening Onagim are held once a month and follow the 
Shabbat evening services which commence at 7.30.  Forthcoming 
Onagim are:

April 13: Peter Varnai: ‘The Auschwitz Protocols and my family 
research’ for Yom Ha-Sho’ah 

May 11: Michael Harris: ‘Living together – multiculturalism in the 
21st Century’

Open Wednesdays 

BHPS is open on Wednesday from 11.00 am – 4.00 pm for social 
activities. These include scrabble, chess, bridge, kalooki, exercise 
classes, computer training, access to the library and crafts.  Please 
bring a packed lunch (vegetarian or permitted fish). Hot drinks are 
available. Ring the office for further details if you would like to join 
us.
Erev Yom Ha-Sho’ah Service led by Rabbi Elli on Wednesday 11 
April at 7.30 pm

Lectures and Lunches

Join us on Sunday 15 April 2018 for the final lunch in this series.  

Welcome drink will be followed by Dr Mandy Assin, a Consultant in 
Old Age Psychiatry Brighton and Hove speaking on The Last Taboo 
from 12.30 – 1.00 pm. A question and answer session will follow.  
Afterwards, there will be a lunch from 1.00 – 3.00 pm.  Lunch will 
be vegetarian and includes wine or soft drink. If you have any 
specific dietary requirements please contact Sarah Winstone 01273 
501604.  Lecture and Lunch £20. 

Exploring Judaism is led by Rabbi Elli Tikvah and is open 
to all those who wish to broaden and deepen their Jewish 
knowledge. The curriculum draws on Jewish texts (e.g. Torah, 
TaNaKH, Mishnah, Talmud, Siddur & Machzor) and includes an 
exploration of the differences between Liberal Judaism and other 
Jewish denominations. The course includes the festivals and 
commemorative days as they come up.

All classes are held on Shabbat from 2.15-3.45pm, after the Access 
to Hebrew class (1-2pm)

• 7 April Omer Period I & Yom Ha-Sho’ah

• 14 April Omer Period II: Yom Ha-Atzma’ut & Lag Ba-Omer

•  21 April Shabbat III : Towards a Liberal Jewish approach to 
‘keeping Shabbat’

Please note:  there will be no classes on 28 April and 5 May.
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BrightonReform

Children make the difference 
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

Scholars compare the Pesach Seder to the Symposium, a 
banquet which took place among the Ancient Greeks, a meal 
accompanied by music and philosophical conversation. One of 
the most famous Symposiums is the setting of a very famous 
philosophy dialogue by Plato, but equally famous is the one 
composed by Xenophon. In both these dialogues the main 
character is Socrates, the founder of Greek philosophy. Had it 
not been for the works of these two famous students of his we 
would know nothing of his teachings.

The Seder and the Symposium, have many things in common. To 
begin with they were both ancient traditions and practices. Food 
and drinks were served following a definite order; and the posture 
of the guests during the Seder, and during the Symposium, was 
usually leaning and not sitting. Conversations about history and 
religion included quotes from other books and writings. 

But there is a very important difference between the Pesach 
Seder and the Greek Symposium. Children are the centre of the 
Pesach Seder, while they were not present during Symposiums. 
The Symposium was an intellectual exercise with topics of 
conversation often being for adults only, including e.g. sexuality. 
But, mainly children were considered a distraction and their 
unruly behaviour could make it difficult for Greek thinkers to 
debate and to concentrate.

While the Seder is first and foremost an educational experience, 
children are encouraged to ask questions. Adults are religiously 
obligated to take seriously children’s questions and to answer 
them “according to the age of the child” but especially in a 
satisfactory and complete manner. While during the Symposium 
the debate was triggered by one of the guests, the whole 
narrative of the Seder kicks off with questions from the children; 
the very famous Mah Nishtanah, which is sung by children.

In the Haggadah, immediately after these questions, we find a 
sort of pedagogical handbook, about the four children. The wise, 
the simple, the resentful and the one who does not know how to 
ask. Why four? The number four is not a casual one. Kabbalists 
point to other series of four, such as the Matriarchs, or the four 
letters of the Name of God, which is certainly fascinating. 

Closer to our own experience is the pedagogical, educational 
value of the number four. When we hear the same word, or the 
same sentence, or the same concept repeated four times, we 
definitively learn. So what do the four children of the Haggadah 
teach to us? What do we learn reading the four questions of Mah 
Nishtanah first and then the “list” of the four children?

We all know why these children are nameless Because every 
Jew, in different moments of his/her own life had been each 
one of these children. We have all been, at one time or another, 
the wise son, able to teach to and to inspire all his friends and 
peers. We have all felt, at least at one time, the simpleton or 
the one who cannot find words. Quite often we struggle to find 
the strength to raise questions and ask for clarification. And 
the frustration of the rashaa, the evil one, has been our same 
frustration and resentment, against what we learn from our 
parents, or against our religion as a whole. 

The four children of the Haggadah, are indeed us. Therefore, true, 
the Seder is an educational experience, and it is very important 
that our children take part of the experience.

But let us not forget that we are the learner. During the Seder we 
learn, or re-learn, that we have been slaves in the past and that 
we will be completely free in future, and that now, in this moment, 
we are a people wandering in the desert and looking for freedom 
and self-determination. 

Avadim hayyni, once we were slaves, is indeed a powerful 
message that reverberates through the generations and is the 
core of our Torah and of our faith. May this year’s Seder be 
inspirational and liberating for every Jew, of whatever age. Chag 
Sameach.

Friday 6th  7th Day Pesach Service, 10.30 am

       Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Saturday 7th Rabbi’s Torah Breakfast, 9.00 am

      Shabbat Doroteinu & Shabbaton, 10.30 am

Sunday 8th No Cheder 

Wednesday 11th  Erev Yom HaShoah service, 6.30 pm

Thursday 12th yom HaShoah

Saturday 14th Siddur Petuach, 9.30 am 

Wednesday 18th Yom Ha’Zikaron/Erev Yom Ha’atzmaut

Saturday 21st Rabbi’s Torah Breakfast, 9.00 am 

Tuesday 24th Rabbi’s Shiur – Pirke Avot. Tea & Cake, 4.00 am

Saturday 28th    Shoot the Rabbi Q&A, 10.30 am

Sunday 29th    Community Tea, 2.30 pm

The diary is subject to change.

Bulletin Board - April
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A Second Chance  
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

We start this month of April on just the second day of Pesach, 
having celebrated two Seder nights with family and friends. 
The penultimate day of the month, Sunday 29th is also a 
Pesach but one not so well known and hardly celebrated; 
Pesach Sheni – the second Pesach. A second Pesach? Does 
this mean we have to clean the house all over again, refrain 
from eating leaven, hold a Seder and go to Shul? No! Pesach 
Sheni is a very different story.

A year after leaving Egypt the Israelites were commanded 
to re-enact the observances of the previous year’s Exodus 
by gathering in their family units eating the Paschal lamb 
together with Matzoh and bitter herbs and recounting the 
events of their escape from Egypt. There was a group of 
people who, for reasons of ritual uncleanliness, were unable 
to partake in the Paschal lamb. The Talmud offers two 
possible scenarios: Either they were the coffin bearers of 
Joseph’s remains. Joseph had asked his brothers to take his 
remains out of Egypt and bury them in the Land of Israel. Or, 
these people had participated in a burial, a Mitzvah which 
overrides most others. So these people came to Moses and 
said ‘...Why should we be deprived, and not be able to 
present G-ds offering in its time, amongst the children of 
Israel?’ 
Moses consulted G-d who responded, ‘Speak to the children 
of Israel, saying: Any person who is contaminated by death, 
or is on a distant road, whether among you now or in future 
generations, shall prepare a Passover offering to G-d. They 
shall prepare it on the afternoon of the fourteenth day of 
the second month, and shall eat it with Matzot and bitter 
herbs....’ (Numbers 9:1-12)

So those unable to observe Pesach in its appointed time were 
given a second chance a month later. The restrictions of the 
first Pesach did not apply – one did not need to refrain from 
eating leaven and the day was not a Yom Tov but it was a 
special day of opportunity. 

This continued until the discontinuance of the Paschal lamb 
after the destruction of the Temple. Many have the custom 
of marking this special day, the fourteenth of Iyar, by eating 
Matzoh and it is a festive day to the extent that the Tachanun 
prayer of supplication is not recited during the services.

The essence of this story is that G-d responded to the sincere 
entreaties of the people who did not want to miss out on the 
spiritual experience of Pesach by instituting an entire new 
Mitzvah. Teaching us that ‘it is never too late’ and that, when 
it comes to our relationship with the Almighty, we are always 
given a second chance.  The important thing is to recognise it 
and seize it when it comes.

BHHC Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

BHHC members assemble Pesach care packages for the Jewish Welfare Board
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SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In  Light candles Out  Havdalah
Fri 6  7.23 pm  Sat 7 8.34 pm
Fri 13 7.34 pm  Sat 14 8.46 pm
Fri 20 7.46 pm  Sat 21 8.59 pm
Fri 27 7.57 pm  Sat 28 9.13 pm

What’s on: April 2018
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events.  
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com

REGULAR ACTIVITIES - APRIL

EVENTS IN APRIL   
      Friday 6
 � Sussex Jewish News - submission deadline for May 2018 issue  

Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org 
 
Sunday 8 

 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents Remember at Ralli Hall, Denmark 
Villas, Hove. 7.00 for 7.30 pm. Donation £4.00 
 
Wednesday 11 

 � Hove Hebrew Congregation and Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation 
joint Yom Hashoah Service at Holland Road Shul, 79 Holland Road, 
Hove 6.30 pm  
 
Wednesday 11 – Friday 13

 � Being Brahms a new play by local author Gail Louw at the Rialto 
Theatre, Dyke Road, Brighton. 8.00 pm. Tickets £12, Concs £10. 
Contact 01273 725230 or www.rialtotheatre.co.uk 
 
Friday 13    

 � BHPS Oneg with speaker Peter Varnai  on The Auschwitz Protocols 
– and my family research for Yom Hashoah.  6 Lansdowne Road, 
Hove 7.30 – 10.00 pm 
 
Sunday 15    

 � BHPS The Last Taboo with speaker Dr Mandy Assin. Lunch followed 
by lecture. 12.30 - 3.00 pm at 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove. Tickets 
£20. Registration required. Ph: 01273 737223 or Website: www.
bhps-online.org 
 
Wednesday 18    

 � Sussex Jewish Representative Council ‘Sussex Celebrates Israel’s 
70th Independence Day’ 5.00 pm – 9.00 pm at Ralli Hall, Denmark 
Villas, Hove with music and mini market place. Free admission, but 
advance registration required: Email sussexjewishrepco@gmail.
com 
 
Monday 16    

 � SARID with guest speaker David Barnett on The Balfour Declaration 
– The origins of the Arab and Israeli Conflict.  Ralli Hall 10.45 am. 
Donation £1.50 to include light refreshments. Tel: 020 8385 3070 
 
Thursday 19    

 � JACS members joining the Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club with guest 
speaker Susi Barnett on Susi’s Story. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, 
Hove. Contact Jacqueline on 01273 739999 
 
Tuesday 24    

 � Jewish Historical Society of England, Sussex Branch with guest 
speaker Vanessa Freedman on Sir Moses Montefiore – Honoured 
and Venerable Sir’.  7.45 pm at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove.  
Visitors £5 per lecture / £20 for programme of six lectures or full 
subscription £40 p.a. Contact amcrook321@gmail.com or ring 
01273 776539 or email g.gould915@btinternet.com or ring 01273 
419412 or visit www.jhse.org 
 
Sunday 29    

 � Helping Hands Community Tea at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
2.30 – 4.30 pm. Donation £3.00. Contact 01273 747722. Transport 
can be arranged

NOTABLE DATES
Saturday 7  8th day Pesach
Wednesday 11 Erev Yom Hashoah
Thursday 12 Yom Hashoah – Holocaust Day
Wednesday 18 Yom Hazikaron – Israel Remembrance Day
Thursday 19 Yom Ha’atzmaut – Israel Independence Day

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle.
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON

The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE
JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM RD, HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel 

Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.  Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 
transport Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune. Men only. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth look 
at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. 
Enjoy herbal teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 8.00 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday 
of the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email 
esther@ajr.co.uk

Tuesdays
 � Something to Say? - Discussion Group with Rabbi Samuel, every 

other Tuesday Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove 10.30 
am Tel: 01273 732035 

 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 
01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall 

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. Tel: 
07811 601106

 � Chutzpah Choir yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 
am – 1.00 pm weekly. For Hove venue contact chutzpahchoir@gmail.com 
or tel. Betty on 01273 474795

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism) 

Coffee morning, 11.00 am, 1st Wednesday of each month, Hydro Hotel, 
Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650 

Thursdays
 � Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) @ Montessori Nursery from 

11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging environment, 
healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music time

 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly. 
 Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to the 
RHL&SC Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH (see Event listing for April)

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 
8.15- 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her 

guitar 10.30 am – 12.30 pm (including lunch) AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism).  
Service at 6.30 pm on the 4th Friday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22, Susans 

Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am. Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 
Judaism). Service at 12.30 pm, 2nd Saturday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650


