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SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
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volunteers for reporting, editing and circulating 
each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

Remember the earthquake that devastated Haiti back 
in 2010?  It was notable for various reasons beyond the 
damage it caused.  An international relief effort commenced 
during which one member of the UK House of Lords alleged 
that the help provided by Israel was to enable them to 
harvest victims’ organs.  It was a scurrilous charge, uttered 
without any evidence whatsoever. However, the damage 
was done to the UK Jewish community.  Baroness Tonge 
had once again uttered a blood libel, a fallacious charge 
that was first lodged against Jews in Britain approximately 
900 years ago.

Now here we are, several years 
later, and one of the largest British 
charities, Oxfam, is at the centre 
of a scandal involving their relief 
efforts in Haiti.  As reported in The 
Times, despite receiving millions of pounds of government 
aid, Oxfam’s people were using survivors of the tragedy as 
paid prostitutes.  Moreover, the issue has come to light as a 

result of a whistleblower who also revealed the full extent of 
the charity’s depravity in the field and its subsequent cover 
up.

Yet, notwithstanding Oxfam’s abuse of vulnerable people 
and its activities in the field, there are no calls for Oxfam’s 
removal as a registered charity or other penalties such as 
having Oxfam listed as a proscribed organisation by the 
UK government.  All that is happening is calls for more 
investigations.

And where is Baroness Tonge when you need her now that 
the focus is away from the Israelis and 
is now squarely on Britain and one of 
its premier charities?  In her own words, 
would she say that the British charity 
was harvesting vaginas?  Unlikely.  
Perhaps her better view is that Oxfam 

was contributing to rebuilding the local economy.

#MeToo indeed.

Cat got your  
Tonge?

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 7 MARCH 2018
Email address for submissions and correspondence:   

sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk

Pause for Thought
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assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
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volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.
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Sussex and the City

Your news
Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Sam Barsam (2nd barmitzvah!), Mai Fields, 
Jennifer Freeman, Pearl Miller, Mef Sharpe (80), Peter Sinclair 
and all who have special birthdays this month.

Weddings
Mazel tov to Henrietta Hempling on the marriage of her 
daughter Melissa to Jean Phillippe Marty.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to all those in our community 
who are unwell or in hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Bernie Goldberg z’l and 
Menashe Harounoff z’l

Stonesettings
Memorial stones will be consecrated in loving memory of:

•   Ruth Maxwell z’l at 12 noon on 19 March at the Jewish 
cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton 

•   Joe Blume z’l at 12 noon on Sunday 25 March at the 
Jewish cemetery, Old Shoreham Road, Hove

Your views
I can add something to Barbara Gordon’s recollections of the 
Edgware end of the Northern Line. 

Just after the start of WWII, my late parents and I moved to 
the top end of Hillside Gardens. Our house backed on to 
the strip of land that separated us from Glendale Avenue 
and along which it was intended to build the Northern Line 
extension. The War put paid to those plans even though 
construction, as mentioned by Barbara Gordon, had started 
(before, not after hostilities).

As children we frequently played among the brick 
constructions in the field which during the summer months 
was also home to horse-drawn Gypsy caravans. The tinker 
was a regular caller and many a knife was sharpened by him.

The area was semi-rural in those days, especially the top 
end of Green Lane; then no more than a deeply rutted track 
which ran into Spur Road. After the War, construction plans 
were revived but nothing happened and in the late 1950s the 
land was offered by London Transport to those house owners 
whose property backed onto the field.

My late mother campaigned for the offer to be taken up but 
there was little positive response.

Eventually the land was sold to developers and then there 
was much wailing and gnashing of teeth as people realised 
how near to their properties the planned maisonettes would 
be.

A book was published on the subject some time ago and 
photographs of the field along with several views of our 
house featured in it. The book’s title escapes me but I know 
Godfrey can provide this.

I have many happy memories of Edgware life in those days 
even though times were not always easy. Many enduring 
friendships were formed, lasting well after people moved 
away. The kindness of good neighbours is still remembered.

Gordon Franks, Hove

Happy Anniversary and Mazel tov
Corinne and Robert Blass are pleased to announce 
that they recently donated £3,050.00 to Chestnut Tree 
children’s hospice raised by their family and friends at 
their recent 40th Wedding Anniversary and their Showtime 
Productions annual pantomime.

Next year’s pantomime is Dick Whittington.  Thank you 
everyone for your good wishes. 

Robert and Corinne Blass 

Hyman Fine House
by Natasha Carson

This year, to celebrate Tu Bishvat, we planted a lovely olive 
tree at Hyman Fine House. The tree was chosen by David 
Pincus, who volunteers here on Friday nights for Shabbat 
prayers and on Saturdays for services in our shul - 10.15 
Saturday mornings: all are welcome. 

David picked an olive tree to remind us of Israel where they 
are prolific and important. Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer 
led us in the planting - it was the first time he had planted a 
tree indoors! He spoke about the New Year for Trees helping 
the naturel environment and how across Israel, thousands of 
trees would be planted at this time, bringing oxygen and life 
to the planet.

It was wonderful to have the people who live here, their 
relatives, our volunteers and our staff all coming together 
around the simple act of tree planting. Two shovelfuls of 
ericaceous compost each seemed about right. The small 
sense of achievement when the job was done brought a smile 
to all our faces.

As always, new volunteers are very welcome; just contact 
Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226.
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Community Life

A teenager from Brighton is raising funds to go to Zanzibar 
by running Ottolenghi-style pop-up supper clubs and making 
bespoke cakes to order. Maia Matofska-Dyer, 14, who aspires 
to become a chef, cooks three-course meals for groups of 
seventeen adults at a time, at her family home in Brighton, 
in order to join her school mission to help teach English and 
Maths at a school in Stone Town, Zanzibar. While diners enjoy 
the meal, Maia provides an explanation about the food she 
serves. Her school friend, Rifka Fisher-Eustance, who is also 
raising funds to join the trip, entertains the guests by singing 
and playing the guitar. 

Maia was thrilled when she had the opportunity to meet 
Yotam Ottolenghi, the Israeli chef who gave a talk in Brighton 
recently. “It was great to meet him and he was lovely. I 
asked him for any advice for a budding young chef and he 
recommended reading as many cookery books as possible 
and to get as much experience as I can. I told him that two 
years ago I undertook an internship for my food tech subject 
in one of his restaurants after I was introduced to the head 
chef at Nopi, Ottolenghi’s restaurant in London, and he said 
that he was very impressed that a 14-year old has already 
had such a lot of experience,” said Maia.

Maia has managed to raise £1,250 and is working hard to 
raise the remaining £750 to reach her target. “I love cooking 
and I am so pleased that through cooking I am managing 
to raise the necessary funds to go to Zanzibar in July and 

help schoolchildren there. I am also looking forward to 
experiencing the different culture, food and to find out about 
the many spices that they use there, which we don’t have 
here in the UK,” she added.

Anyone interested in Maia’s Ottolenghi-style Supper Clubs 
or in ordering Maia’s bespoke cakes, please contact Maia’s 
mother, Benita, on 07793 276205.

To Zanzibar via Ottolenghi-style Suppers
by Yael Breuer

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer

On Tuesday afternoons we have introduced some 
new physical activities which are being enjoyed by 
all our members and we are surprised at the level of 
competitiveness which has been displayed.

We are starting to plan our spring programme of outings 
and more activities and need your input as to what you 
would like to do, so please contact me with all your 
wonderful ideas. On Thursday 1st March we will not be 
having our usual JACS meeting. Instead we are having our 
Purim party with Rabbi Efune.

In winter we all need a nice warm lunch and we can 
definitely provide that. Our meals are so popular with our 
members and we have plenty of selection, from Salt Beef 
to Holishkes, something you should never miss. 

Speaking of which we are having a recruitment drive for 
members (and of course Volunteers) and please see our 
advert elsewhere in this edition. 

You will be pleased to know, that as part of our fundraising, 
tickets will soon be on sale for our Card Afternoon on the 
15th April 2018, so please call if you would like one. You 
will all recall how successful and enjoyable our last card 
afternoon was and how valuable its contribution was to our 
running costs.

Keep warm, come and join us and bring a friend.

AJEX 
by Sidney Lipman

On Remembrance Sunday in November 2017, 
Sidney Lipman laid a wreath at the Brighton 
War Memorial on behalf of the Association of Jewish  
Ex-Servicemen & Women.

Fine weather 
enticed many to the 
promenade where 
this photograph 
was taken by a 
young lady who was 
curious about his 
campaign medals, 
as listed below: 1939 
Star; Burma Star; 
Defence Medal; War 
Medal.

Above this a Gold 
Badge, presented 
by our National 
Chairman for 
‘Service to AJEX”.

The dress hat, purchased 1940, worn for social events, is in 
‘mint’ condition.  Not like me, who at 96, is a veteran survivor 
from the Burma Campaign of WWII.
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Community Life

Jewish Historical Society of England – Sussex Branch
by Godfrey R Gould

At our first meeting of 2018 on 30 January we had a double 
bill. Continuing the commemoration of 250 years of local 
Jewish settlement, Gordon Franks and Rabbi Hershel Rader 
spoke about Israel Samuel, the first Jewish resident of 
‘Brighthelmstone’.

Gordon told us of what little we know about the man, 
especially of his residences in London and the sundry 
documents which he had signed in Brighton. Then Rabbi 
Rader took us through the various marriage papers relating 
to Israel’s own marriage to Susannah Phillips, and in 1792 
that of his daughter, Kitty to Henry Jacobs of London. The 
documentation itself is fascinating, but what made this 
presentation so special was the way in which Rabbi Rader 

interpreted the social and financial situation of this important 
family in our history.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 20 March at Ralli Hall, 
starting at 7.45pm prompt. Our booked speaker, Maureen 
Kendler, is unfortunately unwell, but has given us plenty 
advance warning of her indisposition. We have, thus, 
arranged for Danny Bermant to speak about his late father, 
the brilliant Chaim Bermant, journalist, columnist, novelist 
and wit. Danny spoke very successfully recently at Limmud 
and so we are sure of a splendid evening. The event is free 
to members, season ticket holders and students. Guests and 
visitors are always most welcome for only £5 to include also 
light refreshments at the conclusion of the meeting.

I am using this month’s piece to write about Martin Gould, 
my good friend of rather more years than I care to remember, 
known to many of you as the Community Artist - Salmond. He 
is not aware that he is the subject of this month’s Message, 
but I am sure that he will not be offended.

As you enter Ralli Hall by way of the main entrance lobby, 
then look to the right - you cannot help but notice the 
magnificent water colour painting of the front elevation of our 
majestic building taken from across the road, opposite the 
North East corner, the same view as the miniature version 
on our previous logo. This painting was commissioned by 
the Board some few years ago and very kindly donated 
by Salmond, despite it taking him a great deal of time and 
expertise to complete.

Also, if you enter the Board Room, adjacent to the 
Administration office, on the wall to the left there are two 
further watercolour paintings by Salmond, both also donated 
by him, comprising studies of scenes from events that have 
fairly recently taken place in the Great Hall. In my opinion 
they capture the moments concerned with a great deal of 
movement and life. If you wish to view these two paintings, 
please just ask at the office and, if the room is free, I am sure 
that you will be shown those pictures.

Salmond attends the thriving Jewish Art Society, which is a 
very long-standing activity of B&HJCF, and meets in the Art 
Studio, which is situated in the car park at Ralli Hall. Not only 
are there a number of excellent artists who are members 
of the Society, but also, tuition is freely given during their 

weekly meetings, which I am told are great fun. Details of the 
Society’s activities can be found by contacting the Chairman, 
Rochelle Oberman via the Office. The members, including 
Salmond, recently provided a series of paintings depicting 
scenes from various musicals, which were used as part of the 
set for the recent production by Top Hat Productions - “The 
Great Movie Ride”, which took place last November.

While in the Board Room, please turn to the right side of the 
room, where you will see, stretching right along the wall, four 
composite frames, containing, in date order, the programme 
covers from thirty-two musical shows and reviews put on, 
firstly, by the Ralli Hall Amateur Theatrical Society (known 
as RHATS), which ran from 1981 to 2008. Unfortunately, no 
programme cover exists of the first show, a youth version of 
Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat. The last 
two entries comprise the first two musical reviews put on by 
Top Hat Productions. I am told that their third production is 
already booked for next winter, with rehearsals planned to 
start later in the year. This means that a fifth frame will need 
to be started, and I sincerely hope that this and perhaps 
more, will be filled over the years, as I am convinced that Ralli 
Hall will far outlive me (I am in my 74th year) and will remain 
the Brighton & Hove Jewish Community Centre for a great 
many years to come.

Finally, just a short reminder that the next AGM will take place 
at or about the beginning of June, with the date to be decided 
at our next Board Meeting, and then announced accordingly.

I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams
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Helping Hands 
Volunteer Support Day – 28th January 2018 
by Michael Davids

Next time you’re stuck behind an elderly person for what seems 
like a lifetime in the supermarket checkout, don’t get impatient. 
Chances are that, sadly, they might either be in the early stages 
of dementia or just plain lonely and enjoying a chat with the 
till operator. Just one of the simple truths that came to light at 
Helping Hands’ volunteer support day at the Ralli Hall.

The theme of the day was STOP IT – Stop Isolation Together. 
The forty or so volunteers were first reminded of the problems 
of loneliness and isolation by watching a short film, produced 
in Brighton, about the value of befriending. The familiarity of 

the landscape made the film and its message all the more 
poignant.

Delegates then had the choice of two out of three workshops 
on Befriending, Safeguarding or Dementia Awareness. 
Session leaders Aviva Trup and Stephen Ison from Jewish 
Care and Vanessa Woods from the Alzheimer’s Society shared 
the benefits of their wide experience with us. Among other 
things volunteers were given an insight in to how to identify 
indicators of abuse and self neglect and how to report them, 
how to understand a little more about what it’s like to live with 
dementia and, more positively, how befriending can transform 
the lives of the isolated.

No Jewish gathering is complete without good food and so, 
between sessions, the Helping Hands team produced an 
award-winning advert for their regular teas with a delicious 
array of sandwiches and cakes.

The afternoon concluded with a brief panel discussion and 
lively Q&A with the guest speakers. Sarah Wilks summed 
up the day’s message in a simple phrase - you can’t help 
everyone but everyone can help someone.

Helping Hands relies upon its army of volunteers. Without 
them, we could not do most of the things we manage to 
achieve. We were fortunate enough to discover some new 
volunteers at the support day and they are most welcome. 
But we are always looking for more. And there’s a solid and 
professional support network behind you.

So, if you have a little diary space - there’s no minimum  
time commitment - and feel you could make just a couple  
of phone calls a week or maybe spare an hour to visit  
someone in our community who has no regular social  
contact, please get in touch on 01273 747722 or via  
helping-hands@helping-hands.org. 

UJS remains wholly committed to providing appropriate space 
and finance for J-Soc activity in Brighton and Sussex for the 
long term. The potential sale of the Jewish Student Centre 
follows a review carried out by the charity as to how it deploys 
its resources across the UK and Ireland for the 8,500 students 
it represents on campuses. We continually review options for 
how we provide safe, welcoming and appropriate spaces for 
Jewish life and access to kosher food and accommodation. 

Over the last ten years we have modernised our space provision 
so that, working with local Hillel boards, university leadership, 
accommodation services, local J-Socs and communal partners, 
we can expand the range of kosher food and space for Jewish 
life on close to 20 campuses from Liverpool to London. For 
example, in Durham our partnership with the university saw 

them provide a bespoke catering and activity space that 
has seen monthly Friday night meals and activity with fifteen 
students become weekly activity with over 30 students, all 
supported by UJS. 

Various options for supporting Jewish student life in Brighton 
have and continue to be explored, all alongside regular 
consultation with J-Soc leaders and Jewish students. We are 
fortunate to work with excellent partners committed to Jewish 
student life in Brighton and Sussex, including the Bloom 
Foundation, University Jewish Chaplaincy, local Rabbis and 
community organisations. Together with these partners, UJS 
will ensure that Jewish students in Brighton and Sussex will 
continue to have access to Friday Night meals and space for 
diverse and dynamic programming.

UJS statement on services to students
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Community Life

A question that Deputies are often asked is, “What does the 
Board of Deputies actually do?” To give a full report of its 
activities from the past year would take much more than a 
page of A4, but here are a few of its main achievements this 
year. Some of which you will be aware of and others you may 
not.

Last year was dominated by the General Election. The Board 
of Deputies published its Jewish Manifesto, which was 
distributed to all prospective parliamentary candidates and 
asked for 10 commitments on those matters that, through 
exhaustive consultations, you have told us are important to 
you. Separate manifestos were produced for the assembly 
elections in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and 
hustings were held enabling those in Jewish communities to 
put their points to politicians.

The Board of Deputies was heavily involved in celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. The centrepiece 
was a Parliamentary Reception at which Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johnson was photographed with Chief Executive Gillian 
Merron holding a facsimile of the declaration. He spoke about 
“The magic, the genius and miracle of Israel”.

In the past year the Board of Deputies has persuaded 
public bodies and political parties to adopt the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism. 
Councils and organisations up and down the country have 
accepted its arguments for this crucial document whose aim 
is to protect Jews from hatred.

The Board of Deputies has lobbied tirelessly for Jewish faith 
schools, its Pikuach education service (the Jewish Ofsted) 
has rigorously inspected religious education programmes 
throughout our schools and The Jewish Living Experience 
exhibition gave schoolchildren across the country a flavour of 
what it is like to live as a Jew. Meanwhile, a programme was 
launched last year to train outreach ambassadors to go into 
schools and other institutions to educate non-Jews about 
Judaism.

In 2017 the Board of Deputies launched its Invest in Peace 
programme, an initiative which invites communities to 
support Israeli-Palestinian Peacebuilding through a series of 
events held in London, Leeds, Manchester and Glasgow in 
partnership with Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.

The Board’s interfaith team has travelled the length and 
breadth of the country speaking to Muslim communities 
in London, Bradford, Leeds, Birmingham, Manchester and 
Glasgow. This is not a case of pleasantries over tea and 
biscuits, but of difficult conversations on the toughest topics 
including the Middle East, hate crime, violent extremism and 
religious values. 

In the autumn, the Board of Deputies launched an updated 
booklet entitled Family Life and Customs: A Practical Guide. 
The guide is intended for lawyers and judges who are working 
with Jewish clients who need a trusted resource that provides 
baseline understanding of Jewish practices. It was launched 

at the Supreme Court by its President, Lady Hale.

The Board of Deputies continued its work in documenting the 
community in partnership with JPR. The latest publication 
was a comprehensive report on synagogue membership in 
the UK

In addition, it brought together diplomats from 30 countries 
at a diplomatic forum in London, its successful annual dinner 
featured an interview between Scottish Conservative Leader 
Ruth Davidson and the BBC’s Head of News, James Harding. 
There were meetings with Cabinet Ministers and party leader 
including Scottish First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon.

The Board of Deputies work is vital in so many different areas 
and it can only continue to represent us and work on our 
behalf if we continue 

Board of Deputies – Working for Our Community 

Voluntary Support Agencies

•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  
01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021

• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226

•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  helping-hands@helping-hands.org

•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 
info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association. bahjha@googlemail.com

•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim project  
01273 737223

•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform.  (Sue Rosenfield)  
01273 735343

•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall. Various communal activities. 
 01273 202254  or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Menashe Harounoff, the President of Eastbourne Hebrew 
Congregation since 2014, passed away in Eastbourne on 
27 January 2018 aged 94. A true character, Menashe was a 
gregarious man who always had a twinkle in his eye.

His full name - a mixture of Hebrew, Arabic and Russian - 
originates from Meshed in the north of Iran near the Russian 
border. The history of this area is such that for many hundreds 
of years religious minorities found themselves frequently 
subject to persecution. They were forced to pretend to be 
Muslims - at least by day, for at night they had their own 
secret places of meeting and worship. Many Jewish men 
would add to this pretence by undertaking the Haj to Mecca 
to prove their devotion to Islam whilst at the same time 
wearing Jewish symbols hidden beneath their clothes. The 
tiny tefillin that Menashe’s grandfather wore beneath his 
turban, whilst on the Haj, are in the Israel Museum. 

In the 19th century, after several major pogroms in Meshed, 
most Jews left. Menashe’s family fled first to Constantinople. 
Later they divided their time between London and Jerusalem 
where they re-established the family’s oriental carpet and 
antiques business. In Jerusalem the family helped to develop 
the area that later became the Bukharian Quarter, where at 
least one street and a synagogue commemorate their names. 
It was here that Menashe was born, at the start of the British 
Mandate period. He described life then as “frugal”, lacking 
many amenities that we would regard as normal today. Many 
of his neighbours were prominent residents of Jerusalem at 
that time, including the Mufti Haj Amin Husseini, who later 
infamously associated with the Nazis. 

In his early teens Menashe joined several Zionist youth 
groups, including the Jewish Underground, for which he 
would deliver and collect equipment on his bicycle. This 
was highly dangerous work because, if caught by the British 
police, he could have been imprisoned or even hanged. 
Worried about his son’s activities, his father sent him to live 
with an uncle in Alexandria, Egypt. A British subject, Menashe 

attended the English Academy of Commerce for two years 
until the Second World War began. When the Italian air force 
bombed the city, all British subjects were evacuated to 
Mandate Palestine and 17-year old Menashe found himself 
back with family in Jerusalem. 

Menashe began his career and eventually found a post with 
the British Administration’s Tax Office. At the same time, he 
was also involved with the fledgling Haganah and found  
his position very useful in providing information to the 
Jewish Underground. Readers may remember (in SJN263, 
May 2016) how he met 96 year old Bernice Clarke in 
Eastbourne for the first time, although they had both been 
members of Haganah.

When the British abandoned the Mandate in 1948, Menashe 
fought in the defence of Jerusalem against seemingly 
overwhelming Arab forces, particularly those of the Arab 
Legion attacking from Jordan. He told harrowing tales of the 
Jewish defenders trying to survive for months on meagre 
rations, having little ammunition, and of the barbarity of 
the Arab attackers. Many of his friends were killed. He also 
emphasised how, from 1945, the British made every effort 
to assist the Arabs militarily whilst at the same time ensuring 
that Jews had no way of defending themselves. He was adept 
at refuting the propaganda and the myths that originated from 
the Arab side. 

Fluent in Arabic and Farsi, Menashe later worked as adjutant 
to Moshe Dayan and was particularly useful in military and 
intelligence operations. He was associated with and knew 
many other leading personalities in Israel’s modern history, 
including the fifth President of Israel, Yitzhak Navon, a 
personal friend and the man who had interviewed him for his 
role in Haganah. 

After 1948 Menashe’s career continued with the new Israeli 
government as well as his family’s carpet and antiques 
business, which had been fully established in London since 
1890. It was because of this that Menashe came to live in the 
UK around 1966. He set up a similar business in Eastbourne 
just a few years later. 

Menashe married in Israel and had two children, a son and a 
daughter. Sadly, his son died at the age of nine. His daughter 
lives in Israel and one of his granddaughters lives in London 
with her family. He also had a large extended family in many 
parts of the world. 

Menashe’s life can only be described as part of the living 
history of modern Israel and the Jewish people. He had 
travelled across much of the world. Even in old age, the 
dealer-salesman was still within him and to his many friends 
and associates he frequently made offers that could not 
be refused. Latterly he divided his time between Jerusalem 
and Eastbourne, where he was well known in the wider 
community. He did excellent work in promoting dialogue 
between Jews and Christians and for a better understanding 
of Israel and the Jewish people. 

Menashe was buried in Israel in a Haganah cemetery.

Menashe Cohen Harounoff z’l
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The Power of Words
by Doris Levinson

Jewish survivor tells Brighton children of her Nazi escape as the 
world marks Holocaust Memorial Day
by Diana Hatch

A local committee, which in previous years had itself organised 
events for Holocaust Memorial Day, changed the emphasis 
from organising to supporting and advising schools in their 
teaching and commemoration of the lessons of the Holocaust. 

The Holocaust Education Programme, consisting of a number 
of members of the Jewish community, schoolteachers and 
interested parties, felt that Holocaust education should 
be taught and experienced by schoolchildren in the most 
imaginative way possible. Hitherto, for a number of years, these 

HMD events have been open to the general public and to the 
Jewish community in particular, but the team felt that educating 
pupils before they become prejudiced should be their main 
focus. Last year, Blatchington Mill School took up the challenge 
with an exciting programme. This year, both Brighton College 
(24 January) and Brighton & Hove High School (25 January) 
showed enormous interest, imagination and drive to make 
their commemorations very special for their students, and they 
generously opened their doors to other schools from Brighton 
& Hove to participate.

You could have heard a pin drop as Holocaust survivor Dorit-Oliver-
Wolff calmly told a hall of Brighton schoolchildren how she narrowly 
escaped death at the hands of the Nazis by hiding in a laundry 
basket of soiled hospital sheets. Hungarian Jew Ms Oliver-Wolff, 82, 
was visiting Brighton College from her Eastbourne home as part of 
the Eastern Road school’s week’s events to mark the liberation of 
Auschwitz on January 27, 1945.

Brighton and Hove Mayor Mo Marsh came along to meet her and the 
children who had gathered to hear her story. In front of a silent packed 
hall of children and teachers, she relayed her terrible story of constantly 
being on the run as a small child with her mother in Budapest, going 
from station to station in order to remain undetected and unquestioned. 

Eventually she was captured and separated from her mother, then held 
at a pre-concentration camp sorting office for two months.

She escaped by hiding in a freezing, pitch-black coal cellar from which 
she was smuggled out with the help of a kindly hospital worker who 
told her to hide in a laundry basket filled with sheets from the infirmary 
next door. Reunited with her mother, her ordeal was far from over and 
the pair was forced to hide in a cellar for nine months with no lights and 
no heating. At the end of the war, aged 9, she was so malnourished 
that she could not walk and doctors told her mother she had six 
months to live.

But having survived the war, she was determined to get better. She did, 
going on to realise her dream of being a singer and she became a pop 
star and pinup in 1950s Europe. 

“It was the ultimate irony – I got a record deal and became a big hit 
in post-war Germany. In one of my shows, I saw Germans in uniform 
in the audience as I peeped through the curtains and so for my last 
number I sang a well-loved Hebrew song, Hava Nagila, and everyone 
got up and clapped and cheered and I had this amazing feeling of 
triumph. I held my arms up and I thought, “I made it! You managed to 
kill my family but not me, and now I am a star.”

Ms Oliver-Wolff’s story, which she documents in her book From Yellow 
Star to Pop Star, echoed the lessons that Brighton College pupils have 
been learning all week about the Holocaust.

Joe Skeaping, Head of History, said that 200 pupils from Brighton 
College would be going to Poland this year and trusted that at 
the HMD event in 2019, their experiences would be central to the 
commemoration at the College. He commented, “We are delighted 
that the event ran smoothly, and that so many Brighton College pupils 
got involved. As discussed, we hope to ensure that next year’s event 
involves other schools too, as well as more direct pupil involvement/
leadership: this will become the responsibility of the current Lower 
Sixth pupil cohort on their return from their visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau 
at the end of February.”

Photo by Dinah Hatch
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Brighton & Hove High School Commemoration
by Jennifer Drury                  www.mybrightonandhove.org.uk

25 January saw Brighton and Hove High School for Girls 
host their first Holocaust Memorial Event, ‘The Power of 
Words’, in commemoration of those who died during World 
War II and the subsequent genocides. The day began with 
an extended whole school assembly, which involved Dance, 
Poetry, Choir and spoken word presentations from the 
students and staff.

They also welcomed Kindertransport refugee, Sir Erich 
Reich, who gave an inspirational thirty-minute talk on 
his experiences and the way in which he has overcome 
adversity to lead a full and successful life. This included 
establishing a business which has raised £80 million for 
charity, which led to getting a monument erected in Liverpool 
Street Station in memory of the 10,000 children who fled the 
Nazi rule in 1939.

Artist Barbara Bell was invited to deliver a workshop to 
Year 9 students, as a way to encourage them to explore 
the tragedies of the Holocaust, through a creative medium. 
The students used charcoal to produce an amazing array of 
unique work that will be displayed throughout the school. 
After a short turn around, BHHS then welcomed 80 primary 
school students who were also inspired by Sir Erich’s story 
of perseverance and resilience, alongside more Music and 
Dance presentations.

In addition, Winston Pickett delivered a talk using a range of 
Jewish artefacts, such as Shabbat candles which are lit on 
Friday evening before sunset to usher in the Jewish Sabbath, 
and the Shofar (a ram’s horn trumpet formerly used by Jews 
as an ancient battle-signal, and now used in Jewish religious 
ceremonies) to reinforce the Power of Words to do good. 
With support from poet Sasha Dugdale-Smith, the students 
then used what they had learnt to write their own poetry.

The Mayor of Brighton and Hove, Councillor Mo Marsh, with participants of the 
event. ©Photo by Tony Mould

Monument in Liverpool Street Station, London, in memory of the 10,000 children 
who fled the Nazi rule in 1939. Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported  
(CC BY 3.0)

In the afternoon, the Mayor, Councillors and members of 
the Brighton and Hove Holocaust Education Programme 
were in attendance at the event. The day was an 
outstanding success, and everyone went away with an 
opportunity to reflect on Anne Frank’s poignant words:   
“I want to go on living, even after my death.”

Brighton and Hove Jewish 
Housing Association

Has a vacancy in central Hove 
 

Affordable rent includes –

central heating  
constant hot water 

use of garden
television and telephone points

Please telephone 07716 114012  
or 

email bahjha@googlemail.com 
for an application form
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Holocaust Memorial Day, Sussex University 
Centre for German-Jewish Studies 7 Feb, 2018
by Stephanie Megitt

As always, this was a well-organised and uplifting day, to 
which, as well as Holocaust survivors, local school parties 
and students were important members of the audience in the 
packed lecture theatre. To start there were introductions by 
Adam Tickell, Vice-Chancellor, Frida Gustafsson, President of 
the Students’ Union and Michael Newman, Chief Executive 
of The Association of Jewish Refugees, which sponsors the 
day. The afternoon was divided into 3 sections, firstly a talk 
by Philippe Sands about how he came to write his book East 
West Street. Then, Susan Pollack, survivor, born Zsuzsanna 
Biall in Felsögód, Hungary, in 1930, talking about her Holocaust 
experiences. Lastly, a somewhat controversial film, which I was 
not able to stay to watch, called Not Idly By: Peter Bergson, 
America and The Holocaust, a documentary: did the American 
Jews at first refuse to act to help those of Europe when told of 
what they were suffering?

Philippe Sands

This outstanding lawyer, son and 
grandson of Holocaust survivors, 
commenced by quoting these 
words from Heinrich Heine, 
“Where they burn books they end 
by burning people” and, from 
Elie Wiesel, “When you listen to a 
witness you become a witness”.

Sands wears many ‘hats’ of 
which these are the ones I am 
aware; Sands is Professor of 

Law at University College, London, international Human Rights 
lawyer, barrister and arbitrator at Matrix chambers, author 
of several published law books, contributor to the New York 
Review of Books, the Guardian, Vanity Fair and The Financial 
Times, as well as public speaker par excellence. The book East 
West Street, which took him 6 years to write, is a memoir that 
is very well-researched from a historical point of view, but reads 
like a combination of edge-of-seat thriller and detective story, 
rather than the truthful personal and factual story that it is. 

Sands, Jewish, grew up in London, the son of a French 
mother and English father, and had a good relationship with 
his maternal grandfather, Leon, but never really knew much 
about his background until after his death. When Sands 
received an invitation to deliver a lecture on his work to the 
Law Faculty in 2010 in Lviv, Ukraine, he resolved to find out 
more of his family’s secret history. Mysterious photographs and 
documents came to light, providing Sands with the impetus 
to delve deeper, revealing a story which would be difficult to 
invent. Against the backdrop of WWII the book interweaves 
4 connecting life stories; firstly, those of 2 Nuremberg 
prosecutors, Hersch Lauterpacht, born near Lemberg 
(now Lviv) in 1897 and Rafael Lemkin, born in Bialystok in 
1900, who, respectively, invented the terms crimes against 
humanity and genocide. Then the life of Hans Frank, born 
in 1900, a WWII German lawyer and government minister, 

who became Nazi Governor in charge of the fate of many 
thousands of Jews in and around Lviv, and that of Philippe 
Sands’ grandfather Leon Bucholz, who was born in Lemberg 
in 1904. Sands stressed the difference between the terms 
‘crime against humanity’ and ‘genocide’ and the potential 
dangers of the tensions arising from them. Lemkin, in coining 
the term ‘genocide,’ was stressing the intent to murder a 
group, whereas not every ‘crime against humanity’ was part 
of genocide. The Q and A afterwards stressed the merits and 
disadvantages in using those 2 terms in law. It may be thought 
that in focussing on genocide of a group one could be fostering 
hatred against another. The talk was riveting, and I thoroughly 
recommend East West Street. 

Susan Pollack

Susan Pollack’s father was taken 
away, never to be seen again. 
She was held in the Vac ghetto 
and Monor internment camp. 
In May 1944, with her mother 
and brother, she was moved to 
Auschwitz, in the last transport 
of Hungarians. “Day after day 
in a dark, closed wagon, no 
hygiene, no food or water, people 
dying.” Her mother was gassed 
on arrival; her brother survived, in 

the squad moving bodies to the ovens. Susan was transferred 
to the Gubben slave labour camp and finally force-marched 
to Bergen-Belsen, with many of her fellow inmates dying 
along the way. She was liberated by the British, by this time at 
death’s door: “On liberation, I was virtually a corpse, unable to 
walk, and would soon have died”. 

What happened then and how she met her future husband, 
also a Hungarian and survivor of Mauthausen, some years 
later, she summed up in a powerfully straightforward 
manner to a silent and rapt audience. Together she and her 
husband forged a successful future, firstly in Canada, and 
from 1962, in England, raising a family of 3 daughters and 6 
grandchildren. Her message came through loud and clear: 
collaboration by the Hungarians was instrumental in the fate 
of many of her fellow Jews and of her family. This lady, at 
the age of 87, the proud holder of an MBE, communicated 
in wonderful English: I am sure that the students who heard 
her will never forget her words. They should also carry with 
them, not just the evil intentions and deeds of the Third 
Reich, but also the positivity of this lady and others like her, 
who proved the Nazis wrong. 

I echo the words of friends who accompanied us on the day, 
who said, “It was truly a privilege to have access to those 
exceptional people,” and, once again I thank Diana Franklin 
and her team in the Centre for German-Jewish Studies at 
Sussex, as well as the Association of Jewish Refugees, for 
putting on this important event. 

Photo courtesy Sussex University

Photo courtesy Sussex University
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Precious Memories
by David Shinegold 

On Saturday 27 January, a multi-faith Holocaust Memorial 
Service was held at the Memorial Tree in Beach House Park, 
Worthing. Mistakenly, I thought this service, organised by the 
local council, was scheduled for Sunday 28th and made my 
way there at 10.30 am on Sunday. I have attended this service 
in previous years where attendees write personal messages 
and attach them to the tree on long pieces of string.

Approaching the tree, I was distressed to see that the lengths 
of string hanging from the tree were completely bare and the 
messages were scattered on the wet ground below the tree. 
My immediate thought was that this was caused deliberately. 
If the messages had been dislodged by a strong wind, they 
would have been scattered far more widely. It is also very 
unlikely that the messages could have been torn from the 
tree in such a uniform manner by the wind. I collected the 
messages – about forty in number – took them home and 
dried them. They were all still legible. The messages were 
very touching and heartfelt, expressing grief and sorrow for 
the horrific events of the past which have left everlasting 
memories for the Jewish people.

On Monday, I notified the CST as well as a reporter - James 
Butler - from the Worthing Herald, who asked me for an 
account of what I had seen and done. He also arranged to 

meet with me and the Mayor of Worthing, Alex Harman, at the 
park where he took some photos.

I gave the forty messages to the mayor who was upset by the 
incident. He had been at the service and written a message 
himself. He was also very respectful and understanding 
with regard to the distress this incident may have caused to 
those who had been at the service and people in the wider 
community. He agreed to display the messages in Worthing 
Town Hall for a week and expressed his feelings to the 
reporter for inclusion in an article which was published later 
in the week. When I accessed the mayor’s Facebook account 
later in the day, he had posted a sympathetic message and a 
photograph of the messages being displayed in the Town Hall 
- for which I thanked him.

At no time when speaking to the mayor or reporter did I allude 
to antisemitism, as the incident appeared to be one of pure 
vandalism. The memorial beneath the tree, the flowers and 
the Jewish Memorial Candles which had been left there did 
not appear to have been disturbed.

The Mayor of Worthing should be commended for his prompt 
and compassionate response which should serve as an 
example to others in prominent civic and political positions.                                                   

Fed up sitting alone?
Want to socialise?
Want a hot meal?
Something other than 
daytime TV?
Then

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 
is just what you’re looking for!

LUNCH – Hot three course lunch and 
refreshments
EXERCISE – Yoga and Tai-Chi
DISCUSSIONS – Current Affairs
MUSIC – Singing, Dancing and Playing
GAMES – Bridge, Kalooki, Rummikub and 
Board Games
QUIZZES & CROSSWORDS
ART – Painting and Drawing

Phone Jacquie on 01273 739999  
for more details
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Pesach Puds 
Apple and Almond Pudding
• 8 oz ground almonds
• 8 eggs
• 10 oz caster sugar
• Sweetened stewed apples
• Raisins (not mandatory)

Beat eggs and sugar until light and frothy. Add ground almonds 
and beat for 10 minutes (in machine).   Put in a greased pie 
dish on top of sweetened stewed apple (with raisins if desired) 
for 50-60 minutes. Gas mark 3 – 4; 170 – 180 ˚C. Serve warm 
or cold.

Serves 6-8 people.

Passover Orange Custard
• 4 large oranges
• 2 large lemons
• 5 eggs
• 3 tablespoons sugar

Squeeze oranges and strain the juice.  Beat the eggs and 
sugar together.  Slowly add the juice. Put the mixture in a 
greased soufflé dish. Place in a pan of hot water in the oven at 
170 ˚C for approximately 45 minutes, or until set. Serve cold.  
Delicious with stewed apples.

 
Hazelnut Cake
• ½ lb caster sugar
• 6 eggs
• ½ lb ground hazelnuts
• Sherry glass Kosher liqueur (optional)
• 10” loose bottomed cake tin

Separate the egg yolks and whites.  Cream sugar and yolks 
until light and fluffy. Add ground hazelnuts and liqueur. Beat 
whites until stiff and fold in the mixture. Pour into a lined tin and 
bake at Gas 4 - 5 (180 – 190 ˚C) until set and gently browned 
(about 20-30 minutes). Carefully remove from tin, leaving it on 
metal base and place on rack to cool.

The above recipes are taken from from the Sussex Jewish 
Community Cookbook.  Kosher for Passover foods will be 
available at Waitrose (Nevill Road) by 14 March.  Tesco (Hove 
superstore) and Sainsbury’s (Portslade superstore) will have 
goods but no date set for when they will be in store.

sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com 
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Is there a Doctor in the House/Shul?
by Sidney Lipman

That’s the cry that goes out when one of us in the 
congregation feels poorly during the service. Half a century 
ago, it was difficult to find a vacant seat during the High Holy 
Days, but we were well-served with several doctors on call 
during Yom Tov at New Church Road synagogue.

On one occasion during Yom Kippur, I espied a male 
congregant requiring medical attention.  Not one, but 
two doctors sallied forth to help. That is, until I heard one 
whisper to the other in a hushed cultured voice, “It’s me. 
Your turn is next”!

Time marches on and we have fewer congregants, but we 
still have a doctor in shul, one David Gordon, who is semi-
retired. It is very reassuring to us elderly congregants to have 
a doctor on hand, especially if one is seeking ‘off the cuff’ 
medical advice. The prospective patient usually appears 
when a prayer is said for the Royal Family and the State of 
Israel (they need it).

However, we all recognise that Dr David has another 
welcome attribute - boundless humour in every mode, 
expression, writing, etc - you name it. He speaks with a 
smile and out comes a joke which cures your aches and 
pains. Unsurprisingly, in 2000, he compiled a book of 
humorous verses with delightful illustrations by his daughter 
Jackie (also a doctor) entitled, ‘Repeat Prescription Please’. 
All profits from the sale of this book were donated to charity.

The book of prose and odes concludes with his comment, 
“Medicine is a serious subject, but it does no harm 
sometimes to see the funny side and not to be afraid and 
laugh. A sense of humour can carry one not only through 
difficult times, it can also be used as a tonic to others”.

Dr David Gordon and Dr Jackie Gordon

First Word Ode
So often I’m asked by young parents
At what age should a child first talk.
I tell them that each child is different.

It varies as well when they walk.

I heard of the tale of a youngster
Who was six and had not spoken yet.

His mother at One, poured the soup out
‘cos that was the time he ate.

The little chap took his first mouthful
Then words came out clear, loud and bold.

“Mummy” he said rather sharply,
“this soup is too weak and cold”

His mother was thrilled, but quite startled
She almost collapsed to the floor.

“You’re speaking” she said.  “Little darling,
Why have you not spoken before?”

The answer that came from her young son
Made mother come over quite faint.

“Just haven’t needed to, Mummy
-‘til now I have had no complaint!”

Circumcision Ode
A problem painful for the male

Is foreskin sore and tight
They turn to general surgeons
To free them from their plight

They have a circumcision
That snips the end away

It hurts a bit, that’s no surprise
Not long, I’m glad to say

There are as well religious grounds
Where Rabbis are the snippers.

An ancient prayer, a small sharp knife
On unsuspecting nippers!

This isn’t on the NHS
The Rabbi that you call

Has to charge for services –
The tips are very small!!
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March 2018 begins with the festival of Purim and ends with 
the first day of Pesach. Both are festivals of deliverance; on 
Purim we were delivered from the annihilation threatened by 
the scheming Haman and on Pesach from Egyptian slavery. 
Both are joyous occasions – days of celebration. But the joy 
of Purim, however exuberant it may be, is lacking for this is 
the only festival on which we do not recite the prayer Hallel; 
literally ‘Praise’. Why not? Surely a day on which we celebrate 
the saving of the entire Jewish nation from a complete 
holocaust is a cause for praising G-d? We recite Hallel on 
Pesach and Chanukah why not Purim?

The Rabbis of the Talmud put forward several reasons; 
amongst them is the fact that, even after the miraculous 
events of Purim ‘we are still servants of Ahasuerus’. Unlike 
Pesach, on which we were freed completely from Egyptian 
domination and Pharaoh’s despotic rule, after the Purim 
victory our ancestors were still subjects of Ahasuerus – the 
Persian emperor. We praise G-d by reciting Hallel after a 
complete deliverance not when we have yet to achieve total 
freedom.

The freedom of Pesach was on a different level to that of 
Purim and we celebrate it every year at the Seder. We recite 
the Haggadah, eat the matzo and other ritual foods, drink the 
wine and celebrate in the company of family and friends. 

There are, indeed, parts of the Haggadah which are instantly 
recognisable. One of them is Dayeinu, a passage which 
emphasises the many kindnesses shown by G-d to our 
ancestors. One part of it immediately provokes puzzlement. 
If He had brought us to Mount Sinai but not given us the 
Torah, it would have been enough. The obvious question is 
what would have been the purpose of coming to Mount Sinai 
without receiving the Torah? 

Here are two possible answers:

The people’s presence at Mount Sinai was itself something 
special. At Mount Sinai, the Israelites acquired elevated 
character traits, modesty and unity. This was the special gain 
achieved at Sinai. As the Torah tells us ‘Israel encamped there 
opposite the mountain’. The Rabbis comment on this ‘as one 
man with one heart’. The qualities developed at Sinai would 
have been worthwhile, even if the Torah had not been given.

The Ben Ish Chai, a great sage of Baghdad in the eighteenth 
century, suggests the following: G-d could have given us a 
detailed manual comprising all the laws of the Jewish religion 
and undoubtedly, that would have been enough! The Torah 
is much more than an instruction manual. It is a work which 
refreshes the soul, with its complex and profound insights. 
Torah does more than impart regulations to us. Its study 
sanctifies, purifies and elevates us to another, loftier world. 
Yes, if G-d had brought us to Mount Sinai and given us an 
instruction manual it would have been enough, but He gave 
us so much more.

Both answers underline the fact that by leaving Egypt our 
ancestors were able to develop spiritually and come closer to 
the Almighty.

True freedom has a purpose; it is not merely the shedding 
of restrictions but a condition in which our personal 
development and progress towards a higher goal is 
unhindered. That is what we praise G-d for on the wonderful 
festival of Pesach.

Positive Freedom 
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Our Weekly Shiurim
Three shiurim are held every week at  

31 New Church Road, Hove.

Wednesdays, 12.30 - 1.30 pm.  
Lunch and Learn for all. 

A light informal lunch followed by a shiur. £3 a head.

Thursdays, 10.00 to 11.00 am.  
Ladies’ Shiur. (no charge).

Saturdays, half an hour before Minchah (times vary – please 
see weekly notices). The shiur is followed by Minchah, a Seudah 

Shilitit and Ma’ariv (no charge).

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 
into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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Slaves and Subjects
by Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer

This month begins with the Rabbinically-instituted Festival 
of ‘Purim’ and ends with the Biblical Festival of ‘Pesach’, 
Passover. This year, March is top-and-tailed by two very 
significant dates in the Jewish calendar. On Purim we read 
the ‘Megillah’ and on Pesach we recite the ‘Haggadah’. One 
deals with the Emperor of Persia, ‘Ahashverosh’ (‘Xerxes’ in 
Greek) and his advisor ‘Haman’, the other with ‘Ramses’, a 
Pharaoh of Egypt. Both of these demi-God dictators ruled 
ruthlessly, mercilessly and waged military wars throughout 
their kingdoms. Indeed, neither the Book of Exodus nor the 
Book of ‘Esther’ (which made it into the Biblical Canon!) serve 
as exclusive historical sources of these tyrants nor are they 
by any means exhaustive. There are other sources written 
in Hieroglyphics and ancient Greek that paint a much larger 
picture as to their personalities and bloody reigns. One thing 
that they do have in common, which the ‘Hebrew’ or ‘Yehudi’ 
spirit cannot and will not ever tolerate, is their perception of 
self-Omnipotence and mastery over fate. In both instances, 
the Jews or Hebrews, came under enormous threat; whether 
this be through torturous physical labour and the murder of all 
Hebrew male infants, or a date set aside for nothing less than 
a genocide.

To my understanding of the sources, it is not exclusively the 
physical threat to God’s people, Israel, that brings Him/Her 
to miraculously intervene, explicitly or otherwise. Rather, the 
refusal of these despots to recognise Ado-nai/Elo-him/Sha-
ddai as the all-powerful unique God who not only dictates the 
tide of monumental world events, but also presides over the 
minutiae of human destiny. Unfortunately, history has amply 
demonstrated this so that the protagonists on this occasion, 
Pharaoh and Haman are ‘brought to their knees’ in obeisance 
and subservience. 

As is so vividly portrayed throughout the writings of the 
‘Prophets’ and materialised throughout the course of global 
history, time and time again when the nation ‘Israel’ refuses 
to see Ado-nai in the seemingly ordinary and mundane or 
indeed replaces the ‘natural’ order as its new God, then 
it is taught the harshest of lessons sometimes paying the 
ultimate price. Both in ancient Egypt and in ancient Persia, 
we are told by our Talmudic Sages that the Hebrews and 
Yehudim respectively, strayed, albeit in extremis, attempting 
to adopt their hosts’ values and deities. Spiritual pollution 
and moral depravity ensued and the removal of the very 
fabric that stamps the identity of the One God upon a Jew. 
It seems that ‘Israel’ will always survive repeated attempted 
annihilation, the battering of bodies and physical death, as a 
few remaining survivors will have witnessed within this past 
century, but not the unfettering of moral duty nor the refusal 
to realise that providence and protection lies exclusively 
within the domain of the Almighty Creator of Heaven and 
Earth. In such instances, God Himself removes the veil 

and reveals Himself as the all-powerful Master over nature 
itself, as demonstrated in the splitting of the Red Sea, the 
simultaneous slaughter of all Egyptian firstborns or indeed  
the sequence of events that led to the story of Purim. So 
overt a miracle was the latter that the Sages felt it worthy to 
be included within the ‘Tanach’. With the reaffirmation of  
our ‘Emunah’, which loosely and inadequately translates  
as ‘Faith’, this month of March will undoubtedly be a job  
well done.

HHC
Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035  Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

Pesach Times
March
Thursday 29 Search for Chametz, from 8.02 pm

Friday 30 -   Fast of the Firstborn
Erev Pesach  Finish eating Chametz at 10.55 am
  Latest time to sell and burn 

Chametz 12.00 noon
 Light candles 7.12 pm 
 Mincha 7.15 pm, Maariv 8.04 pm
 First Seder

Shabbat 31 First Day Pesach
 Shacharit 9.15 am (Tefillat ‘Tal’)
 Shabbat ends 8.23 pm
  Maariv (commence counting of the 

Omer)
 Light candles 8.23 pm
 Second Seder

April 
Thursday 5  Eruv Tavshillin
 7th day Pesach Festival begins
 Candle lighting 7.21 pm
 Mincha 7.25 pm

Friday 6  Yom Tov
 Shacharit 9.15 am
 Light candles, 7.23 pm
 Mincha 7.25 pm

Shabbat 8 Last day of Yom Tov 
 Shacharit 9.15 am
  Yizkor - Some have the custom to 

omit this on Shabbat
  Shabbat and Yom Tov end 8.34 pm

Documents for the sale of Chametz will be available for 
signing. Please contact Rabbi Samuel on 07532 626222 or 
email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com

Something to say?  
Join Rabbi Samuel’s lively discussion group every other Tuesday at 10.30 am Holland Road Shul.
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We Jews are the people of many books. There is one 
particular book on my shelves that I dip into from time to time, 
when I want to know what happened on a particular day in 
Jewish history: A Jewish Book of Days by the Anglo-Jewish 
historian Cecil Roth (Edward Goldston, London, 1931). Roth 
is probably best known for A History of the Jews in England 
(Clarendon press, Oxford, 1978), first published in 1941.

This year, the first day of Pesach is on 31 March. Looking 
up the date in A Jewish Book of Days, I came across 
a little-remembered fact: that the edict of expulsion of 
the Jews of Spain, was promulgated in Granada by the 
Christian monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, on 31st March 
1492 – four months before the actual expulsion came into 
effect on Tishah B’Av. Roth’s passage on the edict and 
its consequences, also reminded me that the expulsion 
extended to the Jews living in the whole of their dominion, 
including Sicily and Sardinia (pp.77-78).

In A Jewish Book of Days, Cecil Roth does not make any 
connection between events recorded for any particular day. 
So, for example, his passage for 1st March records the 
martyrdom of representatives of the Jewish community of 
Worms, Germany, in 1349 (p. 54) and the one for 2nd March 
records the massacre of Jews in Paris in 1382 (p.54).

Nevertheless, reading through Roth’s March record, I 
discerned an interesting connection between the expulsion 

of the Jews of Spain and the passage for 25th March, which 
begins with the journey of a single individual, who set off 
from his home in Forli, Italy on 26th October 1486, bound for 
Jerusalem (p. 73).

Italian scholar, Obadiah di Bertinoro, famous for his 
commentary on the Mishnah, determined to end his days 
in eretz Yisrael, arrived in Jerusalem on 25th March 1488. 
According to Roth, Bertinoro’s arrival there ‘marked an epoch 
in the history of the Jewish community in the city and in the 
Holy Land as a whole, and may indeed be taken as the date 
of the birth of the modern Jewish settlement in Palestine.’  
(p. 73).

Bertinoro became the spiritual head of the community. Roth 
writes: ‘He instituted in this capacity regular courses of study, 
founded a yeshiva for the study of the Law, brought charitable 
and benevolent institutions into existence, suppressed 
corruption in the community, and improved relations with the 
Moslem authorities. Thus, the ground was prepared for the 
vast increase in the Jewish population of the Holy Land which 
took place as a result of the expulsion from Spain a few years 
later.’ (Roth, pp. 73-74).

460 years after Bertinoro arrived in Jerusalem, the modern 
State of Israel was established on 14th May 1948. Another 
March date: Cecil Roth was born in London on 5th March 
1899.  He died in Jerusalem on 21st June 1970.

Two dates in March
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

March Events@BHPS 
Onagim

The Friday evening Onagim are held once a month and follow the 
Shabbat evening services which commence at 7.30.

March 9: Rebecca Shtasel: ‘Researching Le Havre during WW2: my 
PhD Journey’

Joanna MacGregor Piano Recital, 17 March 2018, 
7.30 pm

Internationally renowned pianist and Head of 
Piano at the Royal Academy of Music, Joanna 
MacGregor, OBE performs a selection of classical 
favourites, (including Beethoven and Chopin), folk 
and contemporary pieces. 

Venue - Brighton College, Sarah Abraham Recital 
Hall, Eastern Road, Brighton, BN2 0AL

Adults £20 - Children under 16 and full-time students £10 - Family 
of 4 £50

Send cheque, payable to BHPS, with name, address, email and 
number of tickets, to the Administrator, BHPS, 6 Lansdowne Road, 
Hove BN3 1FF. Tel: 01273 737223 or email info@bhps-online.org

Communal Seder 

Make your reservation now – as we always get a full house!

Our wonderful Communal Seder will take place on Friday 30th 
March

Doors open 6.00pm for 6.30pm start.  Members £20 - Under 16s 
accompanied by Members – Free.  Non-Members and Friends 
£30.00 - Under 16s accompanied by non-Members: £10

If you wish to attend, please make a reservation by Tuesday 20th 
March latest including payment.  Please contact Sarah Winstone: 
01273 501604 or 07841488620 or sarah.winstone@ntlworld.com or 
contact the BHPS Office.  Payments can be made by cheque made 
payable to “BHPS” or by bank payment to Brighton and Hove 
Progressive Synagogue, Sort Code: 40-25-03, Account Number: 
01593870 with Reference: Seder.

L’Chayyim Lunch

Save 21st March 2018 from 12 - 2 pm for a BHPS Pesach lunch. 
Cost is £5 (correct money at the door). Book by 9th March at BHPS 
office or at info@bhps-online.org.

Open Wednesdays

BHPS is open on Wednesday from 11 am – 4 pm for social 
activities. These include scrabble, chess, bridge, kalooki, exercise 
classes, computer training, access to the library and crafts. 

Please bring a packed lunch (vegetarian or permitted fish). Hot 
drinks are available. Ring the office for further details if you would 
like to join us.  

Lectures and Lunches 

Join us for the final lunch in this series on Sunday 15th April 2018 
with Dr Mandy Assin, Consultant in Old Age Psychiatry, Brighton 
and Hove on The Last Taboo.

Lecture and Lunch £20. 

• 11.30 am Welcome drink upon arrival

•  12.30 – 1pm Lecture with questions and answers 1 – 3 pm. Lunch 
including wine or soft drink followed by coffee.

•  Lunch will be vegetarian. If you have any specific dietary 
requirements please contact Sarah Winstone: 01273 501604
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BrightonReform

Beyond Holocaust Memorial Day
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo 

Holocaust Memorial Day has passed, so I can now say it. I am 
fed up with Holocaust Memorial Day. The UK instituted the 
occurrence in 2001, not that long ago; but I am fed up. 

First of all, let me remind you that Holocaust Memorial Day 
is not only to remember the victims of the Shoah. For that 
we Jews have Yom ha’Shoah, most appropriately, one week 
before Yom ha’Atzmaut. 

Holocaust Memorial Day is for the general community. It is 
supposed to celebrate the international efforts against the 
Nazis during WWII. Which is all fine and good, in theory. 
But in practice things are different. The Nazis had their own 
sympathisers and supporters. In this country as well.

This representation of WWII, according to which all the Allies 
were willing to defy the Nazis, because of love and support for 
the Jews it is, how can I say, a bit too generous. 

The problem is also that such a celebration seems to be 
ineffective. Antisemitism has not significantly decreased in the 
UK since Holocaust Memorial Day has been observed. On the 
contrary, the hostility towards Israel has made antisemitism 
more acceptable in certain circles. Just call it “critics of 
Israeli politics” and you get a pass. When we denounce anti-
semitism, more and more people bounce back, rolling their 
eyes and claiming we want to shut down critics of Israel. 

Equally depressing is the result if we turn our attention to 
other victims of the Nazi criminal madness, such as the 
Roma/Travellers community. They have been included in the 
Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration since the day it was 
instituted. But has the prejudice against the Roma decreased? 
Not at all. 

Not that I want to reject the good intentions. My main problem 
with Holocaust Memorial Day is that, if we confine our Judaism 
to the memory of persecutions, then we lose the beauty and 
the nobility of our faith and culture. Judaism is not only, or not 
mainly, the religion or the culture of the victims. Judaism has 
something to do for the whole of humanity. 

The most obvious example is the Ten Commandments. They 
have been adopted by the Christians, and in some different 
form by Islam. Even more “recent” religions, such as Neo 
Paganism, or Spiritualism, with all their faults, do not reject 
the Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments truly are 
the core of ethic and morality, regardless of the religion you 
profess.

They are a gift of Judaism to the whole of humanity. The fact 
that so many other faiths look at our moral code as binding 
should be a source of pride for us.

Are the other religions “wrong”? Yes, and no. All religions are 
an interpretation of God’s words, hence they are all flawed. 
A religion may be able to capture some of God’s will and 
essence, but it would be idolatrous to assert that any human 
creation is the “one true religion”.

Judaism does not care about being a “one true religion”. 
A marvellous message of tolerance in these times of 
fundamentalism, literalism, fanaticism.

Having said that, there is of course nothing wrong in taking 
part in ceremonies of commemoration. 

I myself do it. But I try to remember, and I would encourage 
every Jew to do the same, that around Holocaust Memorial 
Day we read in Synagogue the Ten Commandments, the 
most powerful and noble ethical code of human history. It is 
a Jewish gift to humanity of which we should be very, very, 
proud.

Friday 2 Kuddle Up - after Purim Party, 10.30 am 
  Shabbat Kolot - Purim Shushan  (fancy dress), 6.30 pm

Saturday 10 Rabbi’s Torah Breakfast, 9.00 am 
 Doroteinu & Shabbaton, 10.30 am

Sunday 11  Redevelopment Consultation meeting for Members, 5.00 pm

Friday 16 Cheder Toledot Tea, 4.00 pm

Saturday 17  Siddur Patuach with Rabbi Andrea & Sioned, 9.00 am 
Bat Mitzvah of Carmen Dayan including a special Kiddush, 
10.30 am

Sunday 18 Cheder including family Seder, 10.00 am

Tuesday 20 Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm

Saturday 24 Rabbi’s Torah Breakfast, 9.00 am

 Ruach group to lead the service, 10.30 am 
  Aufruf of Melissa Hempling & Jean Philippe Marty including 

a special Kiddush, 10.30 am 
Lamed Session: Is there a Jewish answer to Antisemitism? 
5.30 pm and followed by Havdala

Sunday 25 Stonesetting of Joe Blume z’l, 2.00 noon

Friday 30 Erev Pesach 

Saturday 31    First day Pesach Service - Shoot the Rabbi Q&A, 10.30 am 
Shabbat Shalom Yeladim, 11.00 am 
2nd Night Communal Seder, 6.30 pm

The diary is subject to change

Bulletin Board - March

COMMUNAL 2ND NIGHT SEDER 
AT THE AJEX CENTRE 

 

SATURDAY 31ST MARCH 2018  
AT 6.30PM

 

SERVICE WILL BE LED BY RABBI ANDREA 
THE MEAL WILL BE CATERED BY THE CATERING TEAM 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES

EVENTS IN MARCH 2018 
Thursday 1
•  Purim in China - Lunch and entertainment – fancy dress 

optional
  Megillah reading 11.34 am, catered lunch 12.30 pm. Club 

members £10, non-members £12, Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, 
Hove. Tickets from Rabbi Efune 07885 538681

Wednesday 7
•  Sussex Jewish News – submission deadline for April 2018 issue. 

Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org

Saturday 17
•  BHPS presents a Piano Recital with Joanna MacGregor in the 

Sarah Abrahams Recital Room at Brighton College, Eastern 
Road, Brighton at 7.30 pm. Tickets from www.eventbrite.
co.uk or tel: BHPS on 01273 737223

Monday 19
•  SARID with guest speaker Pamela Fox on The Jews of Golders 

Green, her book on the history of this area. Ralli Hall 10.45 
am. Donation £1.50 to include light refreshments. Tel: 020 
8385 3070.

Tuesday 20
•  Jewish Historical Society of England, Sussex Branch with guest 

speaker Danny Bermant   on the life and work of his father, 
Chaim Bermant, 7.45 pm Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove. 
Visitors £5 per lecture / £20 for programme of six lectures or 
full subscription £40 p.a. Contact amcrook321@gmail.com 
or ring 01273 776539 or g.gould915@btinternet.com or ring 
01273 419412 or visit www.jhse.org

Friday 30
•  Lubavitch Brighton First Pesach Seder at Ralli Hall, Denmark 

Villas, Hove.  Dinner 5.30 pm/Evening Service/Seder 8.15 pm.  
Tickets Adults £18.50 / Children £9.00. Contact Rabbi Efune 
07885 538681I

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle.

JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON
The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, HOVE
The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Mondays
•  Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel 

Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919

•  Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

•  Rubber and Duplicate Bridge, 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm 4.00 + £1.00 
transport Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

•  Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune. Men only. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919 

•  Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer: an in-depth look at 
the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. Enjoy 
herbal teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 8.00 pm at Chabad 
House 01273 321919

•  SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday 
of the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email 
esther@ajr.co.uk 

Tuesdays
•  Something to Say? - Discussion Group with Rabbi Samuel, every other 

Tuesday,  Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove 10.30 am 
Tel: 01273 732035

•  Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club, 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 
01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall.

•  Painting with Rochelle (JAS), Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. Tel: 
07811 601106 

•  Chutzpah Choir Yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 
am - 1.00 pm weekly. For Hove venue contact chutzpahchoir@gmail.com 
or tel. Betty on 01273 474795 

• Israeli Dancing, 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall Tel: Jacky 01273 688538 

Wednesdays
•  Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism) 

Coffee morning, 11.00 am, 1st Wednesday of each month, Hydro Hotel, 
Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650

Thursdays 
•  Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) @ Montessori Nursery from 

11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging environment, 
healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music time!

•  Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly Tel: 
Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

•  JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to the 
RHL&SC Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

• Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

•  Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 
8.15- 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919

Fridays
•  Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her 

guitar 10.30 am – 12.30 pm (including lunch) AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove

•  Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism). 
Service at 6.30 pm, 4th Friday of each month, at CTK Hall, Eastbourne, 
BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650.

Saturdays
•  Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation, Shabbat services at 22 Susans 

Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538.

•  Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 
Judaism). Service at 12.30 pm, 2nd Saturday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES

In  Light candles Out  Havdalah
Fri 2  5.25 pm  Sat3 6.34 pm
Fri 9  5.37 pm  Sat10 6.45 pm
Fri 16 5.49 pm  Sat 17 6.57 pm
Fri 23 6.00 pm  Sat 24 7.09 pm
Fri 30 7.12 pm  Sat 31 after 8.21 pm
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