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SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, 
communities, contacts and more. Delivered at  
the start of each month, SJN is run entirely by 
volunteers for reporting, editing and circulating 
each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

The summer is historically a quiet time for the ‘Rep Council’ 
but September was a very busy month for our community, in 
addition to the High Holy Days.

The Labour Party Conference held in Brighton brought 
not only the Labour Friends of Israel to Brighton, but also 
representatives from the Board of Deputies and the Israeli 
Ambassador.

Through his connections with Sussex Friends of Israel, 
His Excellency Mark Regev, Israeli Ambassador to the 
UK, requested an opportunity to address the local Jewish 
community. This took place at a packed Ralli Hall on 26th 
September, following a short reception where our community 
leaders had the opportunity to meet 
with the Ambassador.

Earlier that day the Chair Team met 
with Gillian Merron, Chief Executive 
to the Board of Deputies and Phil 
Rosenberg, Director of Public Affairs. 
It was an ideal opportunity for both 
leaderships to come together, and for the Board to experience 
a taste of life in a provincial Jewish community, which they did 
when they attended the event at Ralli Hall that evening.

The Executive of the SJRC were invited to attend the Town 
Meeting called by the Bloom Foundation and the Brighton & 
Hove Hebrew Congregation on 13th September. The proposed 
plans to redevelop the site at New Church Road offer a 
forward-thinking vision of what a reinvigorated Brighton and 
Hove Jewish community could look like. The cross-communal 
nature of the cultural, educational and social projects will make 
our community an even more desirable destination for Jewish 
families wishing to move out of London.  

On 1st November, the SJRC, together with the Sussex Friends 
of Israel in conjunction with the Jewish Leadership Council, 
were able to celebrate the signing of the Balfour Declaration 
100 years ago. An event remembered and celebrated by 

Jewish communities all over the country.

The unique evening included the world premiere of a short 
film, A Letter From London, by renowned directors Douglas 
Dalgleish and Melvyn Lipitch, on the signing of the declaration. 
This was followed by a live stream of Simon Schama’s Balfour 
Centenary Lecture, which sold out in London within 9 minutes 
of the tickets going on sale.

Behind the scenes, Fiona Sharpe, our Communities 
Consultant, has maintained dialogue with the local Muslim 
community and other faith-based communities, working on 
cross-communal projects in our area. She also works closely 
with Brighton & Hove City Councillors and our local MPs, 

which has resulted in much support for 
the Jewish community, particularly when 
there are incidents of anti-Semitism in the 
area. She also co-ordinates with the police 
and CST to ensure that there is increased 
police visibility at synagogues and Ralli 
Hall when necessary.

Looking forward, the SJRC AGM has been moved to 6th 
December at 8pm at Ralli Hall. As we now meet only annually, 
we do urge all delegates to make every effort to attend.

We are working on plans for a cross communal Yom 
Ha’atzmaut celebration next year, which will be Israel’s 70th 
birthday. We would also like to repeat our successful Yom 
Ha’Shoah commemoration, by bringing the community 
together to remember as one. However, there is only one week 
between the two dates in the calendar, so this could prove to 
be too challenging.

More news and information to follow in our next quarterly 
feature, but in between times you can always find the latest 
news on our website www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.
org. To contact us just email sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com 
and please don’t forget to use the communal diary to view and 
list events happening in our community.

The SJRC AGM has  
been moved to 6 December 

at 8pm at Ralli Hall.
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
• are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
• accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•       welcome readers’ contributions but reserve the right to edit, cut, decline 
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.
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Sussex and the City

Your News
Births
Mazel tov to:
•  Helen Epstein on the birth of a third great-grandchild, Noah 

Harry.  First child for Kim and Jason.

•   Rita and Ronnie Mitchell on the birth of their second great 
grandson, Nico.

•  Rabbi Hershel and Perla Rader on the birth of another 
grandchild in London.

•   The Woolfe and Tobias families on the birth of Emilia Sadie, 
first child for Elise and James Tobias, a grandchild for Hilary 
and Richard Woolfe and a great-grandchild for Laurel and 
Julian Woolfe.

Engagements
Mazel tov to Rabbi Hershel and Perla Rader on the 
engagement of their daughter Tzippora to Yosef Aron of 
Melbourne, Australia 

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Raymond Felsenstein, Beryl Thei, Michelle Levy, 
Katinka Allingham and all who have special birthdays this 
month.

Special Anniversaries
Mazel tov to Joan and David Melcher on their special 
wedding anniversary

Achievements
Barbara and Irvyn Isaacs are proud to announce the 
achievements of their grandchildren:
•  Gabi Markham on being awarded a BA degree in Musical 

Theatre
•  David Isaacs on being awarded a Masters degree with 

Merit in Branding and Advertising from the University of 
Nottingham

Mazel tov to Jackie Fuller who was awarded a Sector Star 
Award for lifetime achievement as a volunteer by the umbrella 
organization for community groups Community Works. She 
was also nominated for an Argus Community Star award (joint 
2nd in her category). 

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to all who are unwell or in 
hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to
• The family of Alan Besbrode z’l
• The family of Philip (Pip) Levene z’l, 
•  Shula Rich on the death of her mother Millie z’l at 100 years 

of age

Thank You
Adam and Louise Levene would like to thank their dear family 
and many friends for the overwhelming support and comfort 
conveyed to them following the passing of their darling Dad, 
Philip (Pip) Levene.

Your Views
The Hartsilver Bequest
Many people in the community knew Stella Hartsilver and the 
good work she did, especially raising funds for Youth Aliyah 
Child Rescue (YACR).

Daliah Mehdi, the Executive Director of YACR, has written 
to Liz Posner, who chaired the local committee for very 
many years, informing her of the most generous bequest 
of £100,056.98 received from Stella’s estate. In addition to 
that, she writes, “following the sale of the property in Grand 
Avenue, Hove, we have received £833,333.34 as our share of 

the proceeds. We have 
also taken possession of 
the property on Portland 
Road”.

A plaque to Stella’s 
memory and incredible 
generosity has been 
erected in the Talpiot 
Youth Village.

The letter closes with 
thanks to all the people on the Youth Aliyah Child Rescue 
Brighton Committee for their “sterling work in facilitating this 
wonderful legacy”, which will be used to fund sustainability 
projects in the Villages which will continue to generate income 
for years to come.

 
 
B’s Buttons
In July this year, Arek Hersh visited the Lakes School at 
Troutbeck Bridge near Windermere. This school was built on 
the former site of the Calgarth Estate where Arek and 299 
other child Holocaust Survivors stayed in 1945.

After his visit, Laura Oram, a history teacher at the school, 
suggested the students should design a Holocaust Memorial. 
In the discussion, the students were asked to decide what 
small item they could collect to help people understand the 
enormous tragedy of the Holocaust. A Year 10 Student ‘B’ 
came up with the idea of collecting buttons. She perceptively 
noted that buttons are all different and individual, just like 
the people who were killed in such awful circumstances. As 
a result of this discussion, the project B’s Buttons was born 
and it was decided to collect 1.5 million buttons to reflect the 
number of children murdered in the Holocaust.

Are you able to contribute any buttons to their project and to 
share this message with others? They would like to make this 
a global project and have “representation in the final display 
from all over the globe”.

If you can help, could you please either contact Laura at 
laura.oram@lakes.cumbria.sch.uk or send any buttons to her 
at The Lakes School, Windermere, Cumbria, LA23 1HW.
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Mark Regev talks to Brighton & Hove
by Yael Breuer

The Israeli ambassador, Mark Regev, addressed members 
of the Brighton and Hove Jewish community during his first 
official visit to the city. Mr Regev, who was in Brighton for 
the Labour Party Conference and was also meeting with 
members of Labour Friends of Israel, spoke to a packed 
Ralli Hall while a small number of anti-Israel protesters 
demonstrated outside the building.

Despite the tragic killing of three Israelis by a Palestinian 
earlier that day, Mr Regev said that there were many reasons 
to be optimistic about Israel and her position in the Middle 
East. Israel, he said, is in communication with more of its 
Arab neighbours than ever before; its peace treaty with Egypt 

and Jordan continues and even its most hostile neighbours 
are beginning to recognise a convergence of interest.

Israel’s economy, said Mr Regev, was “dynamic” and “going 
places” and he added that “despite the fact that the people 
protesting outside may want to boycott Israel, Israel is an 
integral part of the global economy.” 

Mr Regev added that in a recent UN World Happiness Index, 
Israelis came 11th, which makes them “happier than the 
British, the Germans and the Americans”. This, according to 
the ambassador, is attributed to a strong sense of community, 
solidarity and a sense of belonging in Israeli society.

The clocks have gone back and winter is 
drawing in which means the days are getting 
colder quite quickly. This is when we all need 
a good tasty hot meal and the place to get it is 
the Lunch & Social Club.

Our Card afternoon was a great success with 
over 80 people attending. A BIG THANK YOU 
goes to Alan Burke, Roy Davis and Linden 
Barnett for keeping an eye on the Bridge games 
and we had many worthy winners. The ladies, 
who are all volunteers under the supervision of 
Shirley Burke, made a lovely afternoon tea with 
tasty sandwiches and cakes. 

We are still looking for new volunteers. We 
think our volunteers get as much out of the 
Club as do the members, even though some 
are reputedly older than some of our members. 
Does this appeal to you or anyone you know? 
Please contact Jacquie.

JACS joined us on 2 November for lunch and 
I can assure you they all enjoyed the salt beef 
and latkes which were delicious. Margaret 
(who is our Thursday Volunteer) and Mark, her 
husband, gave a talk on their visit last year to 
Israel. It was very interesting to see the many 
places they visited.

On Tuesday 19 December, we are having our 
Chanukah party with salt beef and latkes and 
surprise entertainers. So if you wish to join us 
please let me know ASAP.

On Tuesday 9 January and Thursday 11 January 
we are having open days. There are a few 
vacancies for new members. Nobody is ever 
too young or too old to join us, so why not pop 
in and see what we get up to. You can stay for 
1 hour or a half or the day. Just pop in and see 
how friendly we all are.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer

Important message 

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted into hospital,  
please get in touch with info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or 

telephone 07789 491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

Hope everyone has a lovely Chanukah and we hope 2018 will be a happy 
and healthy year for all.
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Helping Hands
by Jason Lever 

What did you do on Mitzvah Day on 19 November?

Some of our Helping Hands volunteers invited clients to their 
own homes for tea and a chat.

Our Mitzvah Day project provided a chance for our clients to 
go out and experience tea in people’s homes as a change 
from the regular, bi-monthly tea at the Ajex Centre.

Each year on Mitzvah Day, all sorts of projects and initiatives 
around our city, the country and internationally, bring 
some much-needed support, cheer and warmth at this 
time of season-change in our new year. The ethos is about 
introducing people to social action, to their neighbours and to 
local charities setting up projects which address real needs. 

Coming hard on the heels of the Yomim Noraim, when many 
of us respond to the Kol Nidre appeal in our synagogues, to 
financially support our own and wider causes, on Mitzvah Day 
we give our time – not our money – to make a difference to 
the community around us. 

This year, the theme of Mitzvah Day was ‘L’Dor Vador: From 
Generation to Generation’;

“this proudly Jewish phrase refers to the teaching and 
passing on of our tradition and ways of life across 
generations. It relays the notions of responsibility, continuity 
and respect for tradition that strengthen and sustain the 

Jewish people, yet it also points to a focal point of social 
action that can build and strengthen our communities”.

We felt, in Helping Hands, that we wanted to introduce an 
inter-generational flavour. So, following our home teas, we are 
now inviting post barmitzvah and batmitzvah young people 
from across the community to the Helping Hands Chanukah 
Tea on Sunday 17 December.

The idea is that they will come along and mingle, and sit at a 
table with our older guests and enjoy a chat over a cup of tea 
and doughnuts. Parents are also welcome. There would be no 
charge and they’ll get a free raffle ticket! 

We hope that in creating this opportunity to bond with and 
learn from our elders, younger generations might be inspired 
to participate and contribute their energy and maybe lead to a 
worthwhile project of inter-generational connection.

L’Dor Vador is not just about acts of kindness. As the 
Mitzvah Day project says, “it is also symbolic, referring to the 
continuity of inner values and cultural traditions. It therefore 
applies to all inter-generational volunteering, including 
parents, grandparents and children”.

So, if any young people, and parents, would like to join in at 
the Chanukah Tea on 17 December, that would be great and 
please let us know on 01273 747722 or at helping-hands@
helping-hands.org.

The two months which have flown past since my last 
message have included the High Holidays and also the 
consultation evening for the revitalizing of New Church 
Road synagogue, which was most enlightening. I believe 
the latter will surely help to pave the way for a stronger and 
more vital local Jewish community. I am aware that there are 
many problems to overcome: My own Reform congregation 
also has plans for redevelopment and not long ago, the 
Progressive congregation completed their redevelopment.

What I will say is, that I had initial concerns that there might 
no longer be a place for the non-denominational Ralli Hall, 
which I had previously described as neutral territory. I am now 
more convinced than ever that this is not the case as, month 
after month, the community uses our Great Hall, plus other 
rooms as well, for their various cross-community events. 
These could not be satisfactorily held anywhere else. The 
building is home for our cross-communal Lunch and Social 
Club, plus several other activities, to which all are welcome, 
at nothing like the true cost of providing such suitable 
facilities elsewhere locally. 

I am currently on a family visit to my 94-year-old mother-
in-law in Israel. This has meant that my wife and I most 
unfortunately missed the 100th Anniversary celebrations of 
the Balfour Declaration, which included a most exciting and 

definitive evening in just a perfect venue for the event! It was 
very well covered by the Israeli media, and I understand that 
the Israeli Prime Minister actually celebrated the event in the 
UK.

The next event to have taken place at Ralli Hall was the 
second Musical Review put on by Top Hat Productions, which 
was fully sold out by the time we left for Israel. But we will 
have come back to enjoy the show and again, I must point 
out - where else could it have been held other than at Ralli 
Hall, particularly as the group rehearsed there weekly?

I understand that there are many more events in the pipeline 
and there are very few months that go by without some 
community event or other being held somewhere in the 
building.

Finally, I would like to introduce you all to our latest 
caretaker. Unfortunately, Richard, despite his varied skills, 
did not prove suitable for the job. Jon, who is local and has 
a “sunny” disposition, only lives across the Hove station 
bridge, and has, for many years, been a caretaker first at 
Brighton College, then at Sussex University. He started at the 
beginning of November and I sincerely hope that he will fully 
fit the bill.

I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams
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What would you like in your ideal care home? This is a 
question that we have been asking our residents and 
staff to think about over the past few weeks as part of a 
project. Answers so far have included, a meditation area, 
a bakery, pets, a cocktail lounge, a swimming pool and 
a mini Brighton Pavilion. Whilst we might not be able to 
achieve them all, we are going to see what the residents’ 
favourite ideas are and try to make some of them happen. 
So watch this space for updates – or why not come and 
visit us in person?

An October highlight was a visit from a large group of 
Brighton College students who joined us one afternoon. 
We involved them in everything from baking and cake 
decorating to indoor sports. We loved having them here, 
there was much merriment and it’s always nice to mingle 
with the younger generation - we are now getting to know 
a smaller group from the College who are coming regularly 
every Wednesday for the year. 

A big ‘thank you’ to our lovely volunteers for helping us 
to celebrate the High Holy days and also for joining us for 
a very successful Shabbat UK. Here is a photo taken the 
day we decorated our Sukkah.

We are now 
looking 
forward to 
Chanukah. 
Our party 
will be on 
the 20th of 
December, 
Please give 
us a call on 
the number 
below if you 
would like 
to join us. 

If you would like to learn more about volunteering at the 
Home, please contact Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226. 
Did you know that volunteering doesn’t have to be every 
week? We have some lovely volunteers who come only 
on High Holy Days and others just in the school holidays. 
There’s a role for everyone! We are particularly looking for 
people who can help us bring staff to and from work when 
the buses don’t run over Christmas and the New Year.

Hyman Fine House 
by Natasha Carson

In 2002 when Ian and I moved to West Sussex and knew 
no-one, we were extremely fortunate to be introduced to 
the Worthing & District Jewish Community (WDJC).  I was 
shortly co-opted on to the Committee of hard-working 
ladies - probably because at age 65 I was ‘young’. In due 
course I became Chairman.  In those days we were able 
to run events most months – plus our wonderful Seder, 
garden party, Chanukah party etc. and we also sent out a 
quarterly newsletter to over 70 people. Ian later took over 
as Chairman from me.  

Sadly, over the years, not only have many of our faithful, 
loyal members passed away – but also all the original 
Committee – the last of whom was our dear Secretary, 
Joy Barnett, who died last year.  Unfortunately losing 
Joy coincided with me suffering from sciatica (which 
fortunately has now abated after a year). These events 
meant that Ian and I have been unable to organize 
anything for our Community recently and we were 
particularly upset that, for the first time in years, there was 
no Communal Seder in Worthing in 2017.

But now for the GOOD NEWS!  We have been introduced 
to Nick Beck who, together with Annette Norris, is 
responsible for the Sussex Jewish Outreach Group. Nick 
met our esteemed Outreach Rabbi, Malcolm Weisman, 
from whom he gained total approval. We have now joined 
our WDJC with his organization and are sure that not only 
will our members in Worthing gain much from this merger 
but also Jewish people in West Sussex as a whole.  

Ian and I are so very happy at this turn of events which 
has been welcomed by our Members. We thank them for 
their messages of goodwill and support and wish Nick 
Beck and his team the very best. We will do our utmost to 
support and advise him in any way we can. 

The first ‘joint’ event will be a Chanukah Party to be held 
on Saturday 16th December at the Quakers Meeting 
House, 34 Mill Road, Worthing BN11 5DR. For details 
please contact Nick at : westsussexjc@gmail.com

 

Worthing & District Jewish Community  
and Sussex Jewish Outreach Group
by Barbara Gordon

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021

• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226

•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  helping-hands@helping-hands.org

•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 
info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association. bahjha@googlemail.com

•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim project  
01273 737223

•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform.  (Sue Rosenfield)  
01273 735343

•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall. Various communal activities. 
 01273 202254  or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk

from left to right, Ian Elkin, Mark Pady, Beverly Barnett,  
Irene Klein, Linden Barnett



8

ISSUE 280 | DECEMBER 2017 

Features

MARTIN GROSS 
Memorials

All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken 
from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771

Approximately five years ago my interest in 
the Balfour Declaration deepened. Having 
retired from the full-time rabbinate, I was 
looking for a way to be actively involved 
in communal matters. I responded to an 
invitation for participants in what was 
presented as an academic conference at 
the University of Sheffield in Yorkshire.

The topic I had agreed to speak about 
was linked to the biblical roots of Israel. 
However, on arriving ahead of my 
appointed slot I was asked if I would be 
a member of a panel “as the pro-Israeli 
representative” had not made it. Cautiously 
I agreed. Within minutes I discovered that 
the panel was actually made up of people 
whose main focus was severe criticism of 
Israel led by at least one ex-Israeli whose 
views on the past century was certainly 
different from mine!

I found this to be a group of people who 
were set firmly against Israel.  In particular 
they were in the process of challenging 
the British government over the Balfour 
Declaration and to seek a public apology 
from the government for that declaration. 
They were using examples including the 
Australian Prime Minister’s apology to 
the Aborigines for their maltreatment, 
the British apology to Kenya over its 
treatment of its indigenous population, 
the Japanese apology to Korea over the 
so-called “comfort women”, to name but 
three. Over these past several years this 
group has set up a website, held various 
seminars, produced a film presenting their 
understanding of the history of Israel and 
trying to obtain signatories to support 
its viewpoint. My concern about the 
group grew but I still hung in there and, 
in fact, was invited to speak at a further 
seminar, this time held at the University of 
Winchester. 

Realising their purpose, I decided to make 
my own study of the Balfour Declaration. I 
discovered that, although the Declaration 
did appear on 2nd November,1917, its 
gestation started at least a decade earlier 
and probably earlier. A key moment had 
been a meeting on January 9th, 1906 in 
the Queen’s Hotel, Manchester. For it was 
there that Balfour had a conversation with 
Chaim Weizmann, who was then resident 
in Manchester, having been appointed to 
the staff of the University of Manchester 
in his field of organic chemistry just a few 
years before. Balfour was in the course of 
a General Election. The two had met briefly 
once before, but this first conversation 
was engineered by Charles Dreyfus, a 
Swiss Jew who had immigrated to Britain. 

Dreyfus was head of a chemical dye 
works. More importantly, he had employed 
Weizmann to carry out experiments as 
part of a link between academics and the 
practical use of chemicals. And even more 
fortuitously, Dreyfus had become chair of 
Balfour’s Electoral Committee.

No notes remain of the meeting. However, 
exercising Balfour’s mind were two 
interconnected matters. One was the 
continuing arrival on Britain’s shores of 
refugee Jews fleeing persecution in Russia. 
Indeed, it had been a major factor in 
Balfour himself introducing an Aliens Act 
which was aimed at curbing and controlling 
such immigration. And the other was that 
the Zionist movement through its annual 
congresses - the sixth in 1903 - had begun 
debating the possibility of setting up a 
Jewish state in British controlled Uganda. 
Prior to setting up the meeting Balfour 
had asked Dreyfus why the Jews were not 
“leaping at such a chance”. 

Whether apocryphal or not, during the 
course of the meeting Weizmann is said to 
have asked Balfour: “If I were to offer you 
Paris instead of London would you take it?” 
Balfour replied: “But we have London”; to 
which Weizmann is said to have retorted 
“We had Jerusalem when London was a 
marsh”.

Balfour then went on to ask if other Jews 
were of the same mind as Weizmann, for 
Balfour’s world of Jews to that date was 
what we would today class as non-Zionist, 
being the likes of Claude Montefiore. 
However, as Balfour’s biographer Kenneth 
Young notes, out of this meeting with 
Weizmann something changed: Balfour’s 
niece Blanche Dugdale said that a 
“chemistry” grew between Weizmann and 
Balfour and that Balfour started to look 
more deeply into Judaism, Zionism and the 
link with the land of Israel.

It seemed, at that stage, to be the end of 
the matter in terms of contact between the 
two. Balfour was in the process of losing 
that General Election and thus being out 
of power. He was only brought back into 
the government at the start of the First 
World War as First Lord of the Admiralty. 
On December 12th 1914, Weizmann was 
reintroduced to Balfour by the Anglo-
Jewish philosopher Professor Samuel 
Alexander. Amazingly Balfour remembered 
his meeting with Weizmann eight years 
earlier. 

In the intervening years the world had 
changed. The Ottoman Empire was on 
the point of collapse. Britain, France and 

Russia were at war with Germany. During 
this conversation Weizmann noted that 
Germany’s Jews were giving their energy 
and brains to Germany and were doing 
so as Germans and not as Jews. On the 
other hand, despite the fact that Britain 
and Russia were allies, pogroms were 
continuing against Jews in Russia whilst 
thousands of conscripted Jews were 
fighting for the Russians!

Balfour was apparently unaware of the 
pogroms. It now made sense to him why 
Weizmann - a Russian born in the Pale of 
Settlement - was so anti-Russian and so 
desirous of having Jews settled away from 
there. In closing the meeting Balfour is 
said to have told Weizmann that although 
the matter of a Jewish home could not 
be decided in the midst of conflict it was 
a possibility for afterwards and invited 
Weizmann to see him “again and again”.

Over the next two years or so Weizmann 
and the burgeoning World Zionist 
Organisation made overtures to all the 
Allied countries, including the United 
States, which was not yet in the war. 
The collapse of the Ottoman Empire had 
resulted in a redrawing of the territories 
under its control. One result had been the 
still-secret Sykes-Picot agreement which 
foresaw Syria and Palestine being divided 
between Britain and France. Indeed, under 
the agreement, although Britain would 
control most of Palestine, Tiberias and part 
of the Galilee would be held by France.

The British government was not entirely 
happy with this projected arrangement. 
Lloyd George (about whom it had been 
said that as a product of the Welsh chapels 
the Holy Land was more real than even 
the hills and valleys of Wales) had already 
been quoted as saying that Britain should 
have control of the Holy places rather than 
have them pass into the possession or 
protection of “agnostics and atheists”!

Weizmann seized on this wish of Britain: 
He said that if Britain really did not want 
anybody else to have Palestine then it 
would have to watch it and also prevent 
it falling into the hands of another power 
(France or possibly Italy). Why not allow 
the Jews to take over the country, have 
the whole organisation fall on them but for 
the next ten to fifteen years work under a 
temporary British protectorate?

CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE

Balfour Revisited – Part 1
by Rabbi Charles Wallach
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There was a great hub-bub in our kitchen. My mother was 
off to visit a sick landsman, Ruvke, and one didn’t go empty-
handed to visit a landsman, a choleh.

There was a firm bond between these landsleit. They had 
played together since childhood in their shtetl of Klein 
Schipishok – arum geloffen boruess in zummer (run around 
barefoot in summer) und gefforren shnei bal in di kurze kalte 
venterr teg (and throw snowballs in the short bitter cold winter 
days).

Where did Ruvke and his young bride spend their first night 
when they made aliyah to Whitechapel, if not to my parents’ 
home? It was the accepted norm and taken for granted that 
there was always a gelegerr – a shakedown in the home of a 
landsman, be the accommodation ever so crowded.

Ruvke was a mild-mannered man, blessed with goldene 
hennt – golden hands. A gutte farrdiner - a good wage 
earner in his trade as a tailor. But he was no match for his 
Roche Feyge, whom he loved so dearly. Zi hatt gettrogenn 
di hoyzene – she wore the trousers, from Bereshit on. One of 
her defects, which Ruvke overlooked with a shrug, was her 
capacity – zich zu farredenn – to indulge in gossip. Many’s 
the lunch bouke enjoyed at supper time – zi hatt sich farredtt 
in market. Iz voss?  Zoll ich ihr getten – so it’s grounds for 
divorce.

Ruvke never complained. You see, he was in love with 
his Roche Feyge and love is blind. Is se nisht a za grosse 

baalabuste - so she isn’t such a great housewife – but in a 
time of need I know I can depend on her.

Then came the days of the terrible flu epidemic which 
followed the First World War, which laid Ruvke low and I am 
as I began this tale, with my mother in a pea-souper foggy 
day off to visit and bring succour to Ruvke – a little tasty 
something to bring him cheer.

We found Roche Feyge as Ruvke had foretold, solicitous 
and caring in an emergency, reaching over his fevered head 
applying a cold compress. He all the while was flailing with 
his free hand and in the process becoming entangled with her 
blouse buttons – once and twice – which drew this response 
from Roche Feyge: “In a time like this, when you are so ill, 
ligtt dir a zelechk narrishkeiten in kopp – you’ve still got such 
tomfoolery in your head”.

On the way back home, I could not resist querying 
my mother: “Mumme, voss iz narrishkeiten? (What is 
tomfoolery?)”. My mother seemed to be taken aback for an 
answer and then took refuge in this reply, “You will grow older, 
and then you will begin to understand what tomfoolery is and 
what Roche Feyge meant with her unbuttoned blouse”.

Later I heard my mother say to my father, “dein hen yachhidd 
– your only son – felt imm haub yharr zu zenn – who is still six 
months off ten – un earr vill shoyn vissenn vu di fiss vacksenn”.

Wild horses will not drag from me the translation of this last 
sentence.  Ask your neighbour and spare my blushes.

Narrishkeiten: a Lesson in Biology
from the Collected Writings of Israel (Issy) Hoffman z’l (1910-2007)

The Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board is very lucky 
to have had so many dedicated people on its Board over 
the years. For more than 40 years Edwin Prince chaired the 
Board with common sense and logic. Miriam Book took the 
mantle from Edwin and led the Board into the 21st century, 
implementing the changes necessary to ensure that the 
Board was able to function efficiently in an ever-changing 
world. And for the last three and half years I have helped 
ensure that vital assistance reaches those who need it most 
in our community. And through all the changes in personnel 
and clientele, there has been one constant; Joy Markham.

Joy has been the true heart and soul of the Board for 43 
years. Countless clients have been lucky enough to have 
Joy support them. With regular phone calls to some clients 
to wish them ‘Shabbat shalom’, to hospital and home visits 
to others, Joy has been the conscience of the Board. At a 
time when we have tried to streamline our administration and 
focus on the financial support that we offer to our clients, Joy 
has reminded us of the human touch and the need to always 
consider the individuals behind the client names.

For many years Joy was the first point of contact for anyone 
who needed help from the Welfare Board. She conducted the 
initial client interviews and was a regular visitor to the tenants 
in our two houses. It was her home telephone number that 
was printed in our booklet and held by the receptionists at 
many doctor’s surgeries around Brighton and Hove. Joy has 

been the face and voice 
of the Welfare Board. 

But all good things must 
come to an end. Joy 
has now decided, finally, 
that the time has come 
to retire from the Board. 
While she has worked 
tirelessly for the Welfare 
Board for 43 years, she 
has also been involved in 
many other areas of the 
community, particularly 
visiting Hyman Fine 
house on a weekly basis, 
to bring company and 
a friendly face to the 
residents. She will still be 
active in the community 
and providing her own care and welfare for those who need 
it. We at the Welfare Board will miss her good counsel, her 
caring attitude and the years of experience she brought to 
every meeting. 

Joy, it has been a privilege to work with you. I and the entire 
Board and all those clients that you have helped over your 43 
years, will miss you greatly. 

Joy Markham Retires
by Fiona Sharpe
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Culture

Tuesday 5 December 2017 – Centre for German-Jewish 
Studies Annual Lecture, New North London Synagogue, 
80 East End Road, London, N3 2SY, 19.45 on Consumer 
Culture and the Making of Modern Jewish Identity by 
Gideon Reuveni who will be in conversation with Rabbi 
Jonathan Wittenberg about his recent publication. To book: 
sussex.ac.uk/cgjs/consumer-culture

Monday 11 December 2017 - The fourth Evi Wohlgemuth 
Memorial Lecture at the Austrian Cultural Forum London, 
28 Rutland Gate, London SW7 1PQ, 19.00.  The subject, 
Cultural Identity:  A unifying or divisive factor in Europe – or 
both? will be delivered by Hella Pick.  To book: sussex.
ac.uk/cgjs/wohlgemuth

Thursday 14 December 2017 ‘Jews and Quakers: On the 
borders of acceptability’, a joint one-day conference to be 
held at the University of Sussex organised by the Centre for 
German-Jewish Studies and the Woodbrooke Centre for 
Postgraduate Quaker Studies, Birmingham, UK.  To register: 
jewsandquakers.conference@gmail.com

Wednesday 7 February 2018, 13:30-17:30 Holocaust 
Memorial Day at the University of Sussex with:

•  Philippe Sands, Professor of Law at University College 
London and barrister, East West Street: A Personal History 
of Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity 

•  Susan Pollack, survivor of Auschwitz, Gubben slave 
labour camp and Bergen Belsen will speak about her 
experiences during the Holocaust 

•  Film: ‘Not Idly By - Peter Bergson, America and the 
Holocaust, a documentary by Pierre Sauvage (Winner, 
documentary award, Toronto Jewish Film Festival) 

To book: sussex.ac.uk/cgjs/hmd

For further information and all booking details please see 
our website: http://www.sussex.ac.uk/cgjs    

University of Sussex - Centre for German-Jewish Studies
Forthcoming events:

Which Jewish-related cross-communal group is celebrating 
its 21st birthday this year? Can you guess? It’s the Hove 
Israeli Dance Group (HIDG) and it will be holding a celebratory 
party on Tuesday 12th December at Ralli Hall, the first night 
of Chanukah, from 7.45 pm. If you have ever been a member, 
even for just a short time, you are invited to come along. 

The HIDG started in 1996 when a young Israeli couple, Dalit 
and Or, were living in Brighton & Hove while studying for a 
year in Eastbourne and London. They had been regular dance 
enthusiasts back home but found there wasn’t a group in 
Brighton & Hove, so they decided to start one at Ralli Hall. 
About 30 people, mostly complete beginners, signed up for 
the classes. But then in 1997 their student year was up and 
they had to return to Israel. What was the group to do? A lot 
of enthusiasm had been engendered and it seemed such a 
pity for it all to stop so soon.

Finally, the group decided to continue on its own as best it 
could and Eleanor Grey (Ella) was persuaded to coordinate 
it. Ella had been an international folk dance enthusiast for 
some years and the group also had one experienced dancer, 
Gideon Kalanit, an Israeli living in Sussex, who was able to 
share his knowledge of many of the dances. He continued as 
a member of the group until well into his 80s. Ella continues 
as group leader even today, 20 years later and over the 
years has developed her own knowledge of the ever-
expanding Israeli dance repertoire. The group also has a local 
administrative contact because Ella comes all the way from 
Littlehampton to run the group.

The Israeli Folk Dance group still meets every Tuesday 
evening at Ralli Hall, except when the building is closed for 
holidays. Numbers attending are a bit fewer than when the 
group first started and the members are not as young as they 
once were, but the group soldiers on and has attracted some 

new members in the last few years. Only one member still 
attends regularly from those first classes run by Dalit and Or - 
she is Nicola Hyman.

A group continuing for 21 years is quite an achievement and 
surely something to celebrate, so if you have ever attended 
the Israeli dance classes at Ralli Hall in the past and would 
like an invitation to the 21st birthday party on 12th December, 
please contact Nicola Hyman on nicolajhyman@talktalk.net or 
ring 01273 410682. The evening will start with some very easy 
Israeli dances that you might remember from years ago - you 
can just watch if you don’t feel inspired to join in - and then 
there will be light refreshments including finger food and time 
to chat and reminisce. It will be quite a reunion of old friends, 
going back over those 21 years

A 21st Birthday Party 

 
WE ARE DELIGHTED TO INVITE YOU, TO A  

‘SUPPORT AND INFORMATION DAY ‘ 
FOR HELPING HANDS VOLUNTEERS  

OLD AND NEW.  
 

It will take place on Sunday, 28th January 2018, at Ralli Hall.         
Including a light bagel lunch, followed by speakers and discussions 
of interest, to all of us who wish to work with those in our          
community, who need our help and companionship.  
 

Full details nearer the time, but meanwhile please save the date. 
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The fifteenth session of the Sussex Branch of the Jewish 
Historical Society of England was held at Ralli Hall on 24 
October. We were privileged to hear a stimulating address 
by Barry Kleinberg, Teaching Fellow at the London School 
of Jewish Studies, on ‘American Jewish History 1790-1914’. 
In fact, Barry started with the earliest Sephardi immigrants 
from 1570 onwards. These Jews, originally from the Hispanic 
world, were followed by two other waves, the German and 
mid-European and then the very large Russian and east 
European. Communities waxed and waned until the Jewish 
presence became the important factor it is today.

Later anti-semitism became an issue, but above all, is 
the identification of American Jews with America and the 
American ideal. Amongst the many quotes with which Barry 
presented us was this from a letter by Harav Moshe Feinstein, 
“It is incumbent upon every Jewish citizen to participate in the 
democratic system which guards the freedoms we enjoy”. 

Barry spoke with an easy and conversational style which 
was a real treat, and requests for him to be invited again will 
certainly be heeded.

Our next meeting will be on 29 January 2018 when we will 
have a double bill on “Israel Samuel’. Gordon Franks will 
tell us what is known about the first Jew recorded as having 
lived in Brighton. Then Rabbi Hershel Rader will discuss the 
original documentation of his betrothal and marriage in 1766. 
It will surely be a fascinating evening. The meeting will be 
held at Ralli Hall commencing at 7.45 pm prompt, no charge 
for members, students and season ticket holders, a charge 
of only £5.00 for most welcome visitors, to include light 
refreshments.

The Chutzpah Choir continues to meet most Tuesday 
mornings, 11.00 am – 1.00 pm (with coffee break), to learn 
Yiddish songs of all types – traditional folk songs, modern 
compositions, even Yiddish versions of classical music 
pieces. We have a lot of fun, so why not contact us and 
come along for a taster session to see whether you like it? 

You don’t need to speak Yiddish. None of us do – we just 
learn the words phonetically. But there’s something about 
these songs, taught by Yiddish music specialist Polina 
Shepherd, that speaks to the Jewish soul....  If interested 
(both men and women), contact Betty Skolnick on 
chutzpahchoir@gmail.com or 01273 474795.

On 8 October, some of the choir members got together to 
provide the entertainment for the Helping Hands monthly 
tea held in the AJEX Hall. As far as we could see, no-one 
nodded off and there was lots of clapping in time to the 
music and enthusiastic applause after each song.  

Jewish Historical Society of England - Sussex Branch
by Godfrey R Gould

It speaks to the Jewish Soul

MARTIN GROSS 
Funeral Director and
Funeral Consultant

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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This year, we will begin the kindling of the Chanukkah lights 
on the evening of 12 December. We know that this post-
biblical festival, considered ‘minor’ in the Jewish festival 
calendar, has become major in response to the global pre-
eminence of Christmas. This is rather ironic considering that 
the story of Chanukkah begins with Mattathias the priest and 
his sons, rejecting assimilation, and taking up arms against 
the tyrannical Assyrian-Greek regime of Antiochus IV.

It is impossible to avoid the domination of the so-called 
‘secular’ calendar that takes as its starting point the birth of 
a Jewish boy, hailed after his death as a divine ‘Christ’ - the 
Greek word for messiah - and made the founder of the new 
religion of Christianity. Nevertheless, despite centuries of 
persecution, Jewish communal life continues to thrive in the 
Diaspora. And so, as we approach the end of 2017, it is fitting 
to look back on the year and reflect on all that has taken 
place.

2017 has been a year of Jewish milestones: the 50th 
anniversary of the Six Day War, that began on 5 June 1967, 
the centenary of the Declaration contained in Lord Balfour’s 
letter to Lord Rothschild of 2 November 1917, and the 70th 
anniversary of the UN vote on 29 November 1947 to partition 
the land disputed between Jews and Arabs into two states. 
As the 70th anniversary of the State of Israel approaches and 
the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians continues, we 
have much to think about.

Of course, as Jews living in every country across the globe, 
including, here in Britain, we are engaged in the wider world, 
and many are actively involved in social justice action. So, 
this Chanukkah, as we light the Chanukkiyyah each evening 
and express our gratitude for the victory of the Maccabees 
against tyranny in 164 BCE, after a year that has seen 
devastating events, let us also express hope for all those 
experiencing loss, suffering and persecution. You may wish to 
dedicate each night’s candle-lighting as a declaration of hope 
in this way: 1. Those fleeing terrorism and war, especially in 
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen, Libya and Burundi. 2. The 
Rohingya Muslims of Myanmar, whose villages have been 
burnt down in deliberate acts of ethnic cleansing. 3. Those 
maimed and bereaved in terrorist attacks, in particular in 
London, Manchester, Paris, Brussels and Barcelona. 4. Those 
bereaved and made homeless by the monsoon floods in 
Nepal, India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 5. Those bereaved 
and made homeless by the hurricanes that swept through the 
Caribbean and southern United States. 6. Those bereaved 
and made homeless by ferocious earthquakes, especially 
in central Italy and Mexico. 7. Those bereaved and injured 
by mass shootings in the US, in particular, in Las Vegas, the 
worst so far. 8. All those persecuted, oppressed and denied 
their human rights throughout the world, not least those who 
endure the chains of slavery.   

Chanukkah Samei’ach!

Light candles for all those in need of hope this Chanukkah
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Events@BHPS 
Onagim
Friday evening Onagim are held once a month and follow the 
Shabbat evening services which commence at 7.30 pm.

December 8 - Charlie Sabel: ‘The independent candidate for West 
Hove and Portslade’.

January 12 - Betty Skolnick: ‘The Radcliffe Observatory’

Exploring Judaism 
Exploring Judaism is led by Rabbi Elli Tikvah and is open 
to all those who wish to broaden and deepen their Jewish 
knowledge. The curriculum draws on Jewish texts (e.g. Torah, 
TaNaKH, Mishnah, Talmud, Siddur & Machzor) and includes an 
exploration of the differences between Liberal Judaism and other 
Jewish denominations. The course includes the festivals and 
commemorative days as they come up.

All classes are held on Shabbat from 2.15-3.45pm, after the Access 
to Hebrew class (1-2pm).  Forthcoming topics:

• 2 December: Chanukah AND What is Liberal Judaism?    
• 9 December:  Human Rights Shabbat: Humanity, World & 

Tikkun Olam
• 16 December: Chanukah Shabbaton. Guest: Rabbi Dr Michael 
Hilton, ‘History of Bar & Bat Mitzvah’
Please note that there will be no classes on 23 and 30 December 
and 6 January 2018.

Lectures and Lunches 
Join us for our second series of lectures and lunches. Each lecture 
is presented by an expert in their field, followed by lunch.

Sunday 3 December 2017:  Crime Matters - Katy Bourne: Sussex 
Police and Crime Commissioner

Sunday 14 January 2018:  Question Time - Peter Kyle: Labour 
MP for Hove and Portslade since 
2015

Sunday 18 February 2018:  Can the NHS Survive? - Emeritus 
Professor Jonathan Cohen: Founding 
Dean, Brighton and Sussex Medical 
School.

Sunday 15 April 2018:  The Last Taboo -  Dr Mandy Assin, 
Consultant in Old Age Psychiatry 
Brighton and Hove

Each Lecture and Lunch £20. 

11.30 am Welcome drink upon arrival

12.30 – 1.00 pm Lecture with questions and answers 

1.00 – 3.00 pm Lunch (vegetarian or permitted fish) including wine 
or soft drink followed by coffee.

If you have any specific dietary requirements please contact Sarah 
Winstone 01273 501604

To reserve your place please call or email the BHPS office.

Chanukah Shabbaton – Saturday 16th December 
Shabbat Morning Service at 11am led by Rabbi Elli
1 pm Chavurah lunch (please bring a vegetarian or permitted fish 
dish to share) 2 - 3.30 pm 

Chanukah fun activities for children 

Study Session for Adults - 200 Years Since the First Bat Mitzvah 
with guest Rabbi Dr Michael Hilton, author of Bar Mitzvah: A 
History

Copies of Rabbi Hilton’s book will be available to purchase after 
Havdalah.

3.30 pm Havdalah and Chanukah Candle-lighting (7th candle) with 
Chanukah singing.

If you are not a member but would like to join us for Chanukah 
celebrations please contact the office.

For more information please see the BHPS web site or contact 
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BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org   https://www.facebook.com/BrightonReform

BrightonReform

Around the Zodiac Wheel: Kislev and Sagittarius
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

Kislev is the month of Chanukah.  Chanukah means 
latkes, doughnuts, fried chicken (that’s in Italy), presents, 
candle lighting at home and, in Brighton (Hove, actually) in 
Palmeira Square, plus of course singing Maoz Tzur etc... 

But what do we really celebrate on Chanukah? Well, like 
many things in Judaism, that is complicated. Yes, the 
original story is about the consecration of the Temple after 
it was defiled by the Greeks. It later became, especially for 
the Zionist movement, a celebration of Jewish bravery and 
physical might. Scores of Jewish sport clubs and events 
have been named after the Maccabees, the heroes of the 
story of Chanukah.

For the Jews who live in mainly Christian countries and 
who are, quite literally surrounded by that Christian holy 
day which takes place on December 25th, Chanukah 
became a sort of Jewish pride, a celebration of the 
specific Jewish identity and of Jewish resilience in face of 
assimilation.

The Sefer Yetzirah associates the month of Kislev to 
the letter samekh  and to Sagittarius. Since antiquity, 
Sagittarius is portrayed, (in many synagogues as well), as 
a chimeric creature, half horse and half archer.

It is interesting to notice that the 
word horse in Hebrew is  which 
resembles a chariot, with the two 
wheels. This is probably one of the 
reasons why several commentators 
of the Sefer Yetzirah mention Yosef 
in relation to this month. In the 
Biblical story, when Yosef is at the 
highest point of his career in Egypt, 
he goes around the kingdom on 

a chariot driven by horses. Yosef’s life, and especially 
his extraordinary career, from being a slave to being 
Pharaoh’s counsellor, resembles the biography of many 
political leaders born in the Sagittarius month. 

It is also interesting to notice that the Hebrew word for 
arch is  and also means rainbow. In the Biblical 
account of the story of Noah, the rainbow is a sign of 
peace, between God and humanity. 

Keeping peace, reaching peace, between States and 
peoples, is certainly the highest goal to which any 
politician can aspire. Once again this is the story of 
Yosef. When he was part of the Egyptian government, 
the kingdom of Egypt enjoyed, as we know, peace and 
prosperity.

 But the story of Yosef is connected to Chanukah at 
a deeper level. Yosef never forgot his Jewish identity. 
Neither when he was at the highest point of his career 
and was leading a wonderful life. Nor when he was 
desperate and in prison because of political manoeuvring 
and personal naiveté. He did not blame God for his 
misfortunes.

Yosef is indeed a symbol of resilience to assimilation and 
of Jewish pride, which is, after all what we celebrate on 
Chanukah. And may it be a Jewish, joyous and delightful 
celebration! 

Friday 1  Kuddle Up, 10.30 am
  Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Saturday 2   Book Club - All the Rivers by Dorit Rabinyan, 
9.15 am

   Siddur Patuach, 9.30 am
  Shabbat Doroteinu & Shabbaton, 10.30 am

Saturday 9   Rabbi’s Shiur – Rules & Legends of Chanukah, 
9.00 am

Tuesday 12   Erev Chanukah – Short Service - bring your 
Chanukiot, 6.30 pm 

  followed by Lamed study Donuts coffee.

Friday 15  Shabbat Kolot - bring your Chanukiot, 6.30 pm

Saturday 16  Cheder leading the Shabbat service, 10.30 am
  Kuddle Up Shabbat Chanukah Party, 3.30 pm

Sunday 17  Community Chanukah Tea, 2.30 pm

Tuesday 19 Rabbi’s Shiur – Pirke Avot inc Mincha & Ma’ariv,
  4.00 pm
   Tea & Doughnuts. 

Saturday 30  Shoot the Rabbi Q&A, 10.30 am
  Shabbat Shalom Yeladim, 11.00 am

The diary is subject to change.

Bulletin Board - December
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A successful businessman wanted to find out which of his 
three sons had the most initiative. He gave each of them a 
day to fill a huge warehouse - whoever filled it completely (in 
whatever way) would inherit his business.

The eldest son figured he would use balloons. He worked 
hard throughout the day and finally had quite an impressive 
display but there was a lot of space between the balloons.

The next son decided that he would use bundles of hay. He 
succeeded in almost filling the warehouse but there were still 
gaps.

The youngest son did nothing until just before the deadline. 
Then he called out “done it!” The others ran to see, wondering 
how on earth the youngest son could have succeeded.

Inside the darkened warehouse, the youngest son had lit 
a lamp. The entire building was filled with light, every last 
corner. Needless to say, the youngest son won.

A tiny amount of light can dispel a whole room full of 
darkness. Instead of focusing on the negative, through 
accentuating the positive, the negative dissipates by itself.  
One good deed, one act of kindness, one moment of 
thoughtfulness has a tremendous, illuminating effect on the 
world around us.

This is the message of Chanukah - the festival of lights. May 
the true light of Chanukah permeate our homes, towns and 
cities and the whole world.  

Wishing everybody a Happy Chanukah!

BHHC Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

A little light pushes away a lot of darkeness
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Book now for our Annual Chanukah Dinner on 
Tuesday 12th December, at 7.00pm in the Mark 
Luck Hall. A wonderful three course meal with 

wine featuring salt beef and latkes.  

Brighton and Hove Jewish 

Housing Association

Has a vacancy in central Hove

Suitable for single occupancy
Affordable rent includes –

central heating, constant hot water
use of garden, television and telephone points

Please telephone 07716 114012 
or

email bahjha@googlemail.com
for an application form
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What’s on: December 2017
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –   
IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
Contact the Communal Diary  
before planning your events 

info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES 
In  Light candles Out  Havdalah
Fri 1  3.40 pm  Sat 2 4.54 pm
Fri 8  3.37 pm  Sat 9 4.52 pm
Fri 15 3.37 pm  Sat 16 4.53 pm
Fri 22 3.40 pm  Sat 23 4.56 pm
Fri 29 3.45 pm  Sat 30 5.01 pm

NOTABLE DATES 
December 13 – 20  Chanukah
Tues Dec 12 – 1st candle
Tues Dec 19 – 8th candle
Mon Dec 25/Tues 26 – Bank Holidays
Thurs Dec 28 – Fast of Teveth

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
During the bank holiday period, please check with the activity 
organisers regarding scheduling.  Conflicts may result in the 
cancellations.

Mondays
•  Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton 

Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919
•  Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839
•  Rubber and Duplicate Bridge, 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 

transport Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839
•  Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune. Men only. 8.15 pm at 

Chabad House 01273 321919 
•  Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth 

look at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our 
lives. Enjoy herbal teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 
8.00 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

•  SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of 
the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email 
esther@ajr.co.uk 

Tuesdays 
•  Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club, 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 

01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall
•  Painting with Rochelle (JAS), Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. Tel: 

07811 601106 
•  Chutzpah Choir Yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 

11.00 am – 1.00 pm weekly. For Hove venue contact chutzpahchoir@
gmail.com or tel. Betty on 01273 474795 

•  Israeli Dancing, 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 
688538 

Wednesdays
•  Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism) 

Coffee morning, 11.00 am, 1st Wednesday of each month, Hydro 
Hotel, Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650

Thursdays 
•  Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) @ Montessori Nursery from 

11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging environment, 
healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music time!

•  Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly. Tel: 
Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

•  JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to 
the RHL&SC. Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

• Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
•  Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 

8.15- 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919
Fridays
•  Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and 

her guitar 10.30 am – 12.30 pm (including lunch) AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove

•  Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 
Judaism).  Service at 6.30 pm, 4th Friday of each month, at CTK 
Hall, Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 
01323 725650.

Saturdays
•  Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation, Shabbat services at 22, Susans 

Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am. Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 
082538.

•  Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism).  
Service at 12.30 pm, 2nd Saturday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 
01323 725650

EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2017
Sunday 3
•  Crime Matters with guest speaker Katy Bourne, Sussex Police 

and Crime Commissioner, at BHPS, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove. 
Admission:  £20 to include lunch. Tel: 01273 737223 or email 
info@bhps-online.org

•  Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the January 
 Send your articles, thoughts, photos and 

announcements to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or  
editor@sjn.org

Wednesday 6
•  Annual General Meeting of the Sussex Jewish Representative Council 

(postponed from 1 November due to the Balfour Declaration 
event).  Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove, at 8.15 pm

Monday 11
•  WIT (Women in Touch) talks and refreshments at Chabad House, 

15 The Upper Drive, Hove, 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm start. £7.00 in 
aid of Montessori Nursery. Email: mrsefune@hotmail.com

Tuesday 12
•  Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation Salt Beef & Latkes Chanukah 

Dinner and entertainment. 31 New Church Road, Hove at 7.00 
pm. Tickets £17.50.  Phone 01273 888855 or email: office@
bhhc-shul.org

•  Hove Israeli Dance Group (HIDG) celebratory Chanukah Party at 
Ralli Hall from 7.45 pm

Thursday 14
•  Jews & Quakers: On the borders of acceptability, a joint one-

day conference at the University of Sussex organised by the 
Centre for German-Jewish Studies and Woodbrooke Centre 
for Postgraduate Quaker Studies, Birmingham. Entrance free. 
Booking essential. email: Samira.Teuteberg@sussex.ac.uk

Saturday 16
• Public Menorah Lighting in Palmeira Square, Hove 6.30 pm
•  Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, Chanukah Shabbaton all 

day. 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove. Phone 01273 737223 or email: 
info@bhps-online.org

•  Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue Chanukah Party, AJEX Centre, 
Eaton Road, Hove. 7.30 pm - 10.00 pm. Phone 01273 735343 or 
email:office@bh-rs.org

•  Worthing & District Jewish Community together with Sussex 
Outreach Group, Chanukah Party at Quaker Meeting House, 34 
Mill Road, Worthing, BN11 3DR. Email: westsussexJC@gmail.com

Sunday 17
•  Helping Hands Community Tea, AJEX Centre, Hove 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm

Monday 18
•  SARID Chanukah Party 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel 0208 385 

3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk

Wednesday 20
•  Hyman Fine House Chanukah Party, 20 Burlington Street, Brighton. 

Phone Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON
The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE
JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, HOVE
The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF




