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Pause for thought 
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SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, 
communities, contacts and more. Delivered at  
the start of each month, SJN is run entirely by 
volunteers for reporting, editing and circulating 
each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

I won’t tell you when and where I first heard the news. 
(Clue: it was in a place I frequent on Shabbat afternoon 
and it wasn’t the pub!)

“3-1”, I was told. The purveyor of this bit of information 
had a huge smile on his face and so I immediately knew 
that it was my team that had won. A feeling of happiness 
and excitement went through my body. My team really 
needed to score goals and win games and at last they had 
done both. 

Now I think it’s true to say that I don’t have a reputation 
as a fanatical football fan. Although that’s beginning to 
change I certainly wouldn’t give 
up my Shabbat shluff to go and 
watch them play. And yet I found 
myself wondering why I really felt 
so excited and happy.  

When one lives in place for a long 
period of time, the many emotions 
and attitudes of the local population begin to rub off; 
sometimes even subconsciously. What happens then, is 
that one starts to identify and empathise with the locals, 
until over an even longer period, one becomes just like 
them.  

People often ask me how many Jewish people live in 
Brighton and Hove. I always answer that, although I do 
not have an exact figure, I know there are many more than 

we think and certainly many more than are registered as 
synagogue members. I base this opinion on my personal 
knowledge of dozens of Jewish people who are totally 
unaffiliated to any synagogue and so never appear in any 
Jewish census.

Besides the fact that synagogues need members in order 
to remain open, Jews need to belong to synagogues in 
order to preserve their own Judaism. When one joins a 
synagogue, and engages with the other members, one 
begins to identify with the challenges facing the Jewish 
community, to celebrate its successes and plan for a 

productive tomorrow. In short, one 
experiences a sense of belonging to a 
unique and special family with a proud 
heritage, an inspirational present and 
an amazing future. These feelings 
should go beyond the limits of one’s 
local Shul allegiance and embrace the 
whole of the Jewish world. 

Who, after all, doesn’t feel immense pride at hearing the 
news that another Jew has won a Nobel Prize and extreme 
anger at the pronouncements of the leader of Hezbollah? 
When one Jew excels we all excel and when one Jew 
hurts we all hurt.  

I think hanging around other Jews makes us better Jews. 
It’s infectious! 

When one Jew excels we 
all excel and when one Jew 

hurts we all hurt.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 7 NOVEMBER 2017
Email address for submissions and correspondence:   

sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:

are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 
are  not necessarily those of SJN;
accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 
or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.

Sussex Jewish News

Telephone:  07906 955 404

FEATURES
1  POMEGRANATES IN THE MARKET                

Brian Megitt captures what’s on offer in Mahane 
Yehuda Market in Jerusalem 

9 MILLY RICH                
 Looking back on 100 years young 

10 THE ELIZABETH LINE                      
Godfrey Gould on Crossrail and more  

10 THE WEDDING RING                      
A Pressburger story  

12 MAKING A CASE WITHOUT CONTEXT                      
Save the Children but not Israelis

13 BALFOUR CENTENARY                      
Dr Gerald Adler discusses its meaning today 

REGULARS
4 SUSSEX AND THE CITY  
  Your news, views and stories from across the 

county    

18 WHAT’S ON - OCTOBER  
  Regular and special events in your community    

19 WHAT’S ON – NOVEMBER  
 Regular and special events in your community

YOUR COMMUNITY
14 BRIGHTON & HOVE HEBREW CONGREGATION
15 HOVE HEBREW CONGREGATION
16 BRIGHTON & HOVE PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE
17 BRIGHTON & HOVE REFORM SYNAGOGUE



4 5

ISSUE 279 | OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2017 

Sussex and the City

Your News
Births
Mazel tov to: 

Macie Beau, a first child for Gemma and James Wright

grandchildren

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov and happy birthday to Corinne Blass (60 in August), 
Miriam Book, Robert Green, Michael Lovegrove, Brian Megitt 
(September), Doris Raven and Milly Rich (100). 

Barmitzvah
Mazel tov to June and Laurence Temerlies on the barmitzvah 
of their grandson Shlomzi in Israel, at the Kotel.

Special Anniversaries
Mazel tov to Corinne and Robert Blass on the celebration of 
their Ruby Wedding Anniversary. 

Musical Achievement
Mazel tov to Sam Mileberg (aged 13) for achieving a Merit in 
his recent Grade 8 piano exam.

Queens Birthday Honours

Thank You
Beryl and Mef Sharpe would like to thank all the Rabbonim, 
family and friends for their overwhelming show of love and 
support during Mef’s recent illness.  We are delighted to say 
that he is now on the right road to a complete recovery.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to all who are unwell or in 
hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the family of Gerald Burkeman z’l.

Your Views

Thanks for a very interesting and enjoyable issue. 

to resign from leading the Community here in the Estepona 
area. I am very sad as we have created an amazing 
community but my dear friend and colleague Mike Jacobs will 
hopefully continue my work.

On the positive side, we will be spending much more time 
in the UK and will hopefully be able to join with some of the 
Community events organised by your colleagues. 

Sharon and I wish you and the Sussex Jewish Community a 
L’Shana Tova Umeteka. 

Just to let you know that I thought the August edition of SJN 
very commendable. The cover is outstanding, literally so, 
as it has a 3D quality. Knowing Joe Davis well, as I do, I feel 
he’s painting alongside me. Brian’s camera virtuosity goes 
beyond photography and all front covers are lively, sometimes 
sumptuous.

Of course, I liked Sam’s Pause for Thought, a timely piece. 
The magazine’s epilogue from Rabbi Spitzer was, this time, 
far more readable.  Ivor’s evocation of past cuisine was a 
lovely nostalgia trip - did he ever eat Kossoff’s (at the top 
of Ridley Road) cheesecake? Winston wrote as one would 
expect, with thoughtfulness and erudition in The Viennese 
Paradox. As a lover of Zweig and the Mitteleuropean writers, I 
found this satisfying. Yael Breuer intrigued and informed with 
her article on Yiddish Summer Weimar 2017. 

Altogether, a most enjoyable read and worth the subscription. 

Every good wish and thanks.

I felt I must write and thank you for such a ‘tasty’ article by 
Ivor Sorokin, in the August issue. It certainly brought back 
so many memories of my childhood so long ago. My mother 
was a wonderful cook. She did make ‘verenicas’ for my 
father, and indeed all the dishes mentioned. I, myself, made 
the ‘smetana’ dish until one couldn’t buy the product. We 
ate ours with sliced radish, cubed cucumber and cut spring 
onions, all mixed with full fat cream cheese. 

One dish left out of Ivor’s memories - fried Spanish onions 
cooked with scrambled eggs. And I am certainly old enough 
to remember ‘Stop Me And Buy One’. 

enough to obtain tickets for the final week and thoroughly 
agree with her comments.

However, during the wedding scene, when Motel broke the 
glass, we both independently and spontaneously, cried out 
“Mazel tov”.

This was a cue for the 1498 non-Jewish audience members 
to glare at us for heckling, however we were not at all 
embarrassed.

The Annual General Meeting of 
the Sussex Jewish Representative 
Council will take place at Ralli 
Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove, 
on Wednesday 1st November  

at 8.15 pm. 
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Jewish Community attended a consultation evening (13 
September) at Ralli Hall centre in Hove, hosted by The Bloom 

discuss the potential development of the New Church Road 
Synagogue site.

The meeting, also attended by the Chief Rabbi, presented 
the thinking and current plans for the development of the 
site, which will comprise an Orthodox synagogue as well as 
Jewish facilities for the whole community including a kosher 
café, education facilities, a function hall and residential 
accommodation. In collaboration with Work Avenue, a Jewish 

business and employment opportunities will also be on site.

The funding for the development would be made available 

up in Brighton and whose parents still live in the city. Mr 

explained that the aim is to bring communal revitalisation and 
financial stability. As financial difficulties drew the Brighton 

approached the shul board and proposed to help develop 
the site so that it could remain within the Jewish community. 
He emphasised that the newly built synagogue would be 
“beautiful”, that the social facilities would be for the entire 
community and that any future profits would remain with the 
community. “This is one of the best places in England to live 
and this development will attract young Jews for years to 
come”, he said. BHHC chair David Seidel, added that this 

Hove much better”.

up in Brighton, presented the proposed project in detail 
and described it as a “catalyst to unify the community”. As 
numbers of synagogue membership are declining and the 
average age of members of Hove’s two Orthodox synagogues 
- Holland Road and New Church Road -  is over 70, this 
development will bring ‘new blood’ and a regeneration of 
Jewish life to the area. 

Some reservations were expressed from the floor regarding 
the fate of the Holland Road synagogue, if an amalgamation 
between the two shuls is to take place. Mr Sugarman 
explained that as numbers of the two Orthodox communities 
were dwindling in any case, it would make sense for them to 
join and ensure not only a Minyan but also a secure future. He 
expressed his opinion that if Holland Road members agreed 
on the merger, then “beautiful artefacts from Holland Road 
shul could be taken to the new synagogue and appreciated 
there, in the best site for the Jewish community”. The new 
community centre, he said, could be like a JW3 in Brighton 
and the site will also host educational facilities including a 
nursery and classrooms for a Cheder and children’s services. 
In time, there may be opportunities to consider a Jewish 
primary school in the area.

A presentation by architects John McLean from Morgan 
Carn, who are responsible for the overall site design, and 

shul where he is a member), who is responsible for the Shul 
design, revealed preliminary drawings and images of the 
proposed development.

Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis addressed the community and 
expressed his high regard of “beautiful, majestic, wonderful” 
Brighton and his enthusiasm for this “courageous, wonderful 
plan”. He was very much in favour of a merger of the two 
congregations at the New Church Road site and reflected 
on his experience and acquaintance with a variety of 
communities worldwide to emphasise the benefit, in his 
opinion, in the necessity of communities embracing changes, 
some of them ‘out of the box’, in order to improve community 
life. He provided examples of three other communities, in 
Hong Kong, Dublin and Western Marble Arch to demonstrate 
the importance of developing facilities around a core 
Orthodox Shul and of consolidating Orthodox congregations 
where there is clear pressure on numbers and an ageing 
membership base. The Chief Rabbi urged Brighton and 
Hove to keep its Orthodox rabbis even if the Holland Road 
synagogue merges with the New Church Road community 
and emphasised that “people are more important than 
buildings” and that he liked the fact that the project would 
benefit “the entire community while maintaining the Orthodox 
ethos”.

Those attending the meeting were given survey forms so that 

regarding various aspects of the scheme as well as being 
informed of any other provisions that should be considered.

and, if they are approved, the hope is that building work could 
start next year and completion would be expected in the 
summer of 2020.

BHHC Development Presentation Meeting 
by Yael Breuer

R-L- Chief rabbi, Tony Bloom, architects Teva Hesse and John McLean and chairman 
David Seidel
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Hyman Fine House
by Natasha Carson

We are looking back on an enjoyable summer here at the 
home, our courtyard garden is a lovely sheltered spot for 
sun worshippers and our residents have been doing a spot 
of gardening to keep it looking its best - as well as looking 
after our resident chickens.

We’ve been baking – we participated in the ‘Great Jewish 
Bake Day’ back in July and thanks to the hard work of Pearl 
and Bobbie, made enough cakes for 2 days! 

We’ve been enjoying a number of barbeques too and offer 
a big thank-you to our friends from the Ralli Hall Lunch and 
Social Club for joining us for our August summer barbeque 
and entertainment.

The photo was taken on a recent trip to the Hove Museum. 
We all agreed that it was an interesting visit but missed the 
café being open. 

If you would like to learn more about volunteering in the 
home, please contact Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226. 
Did you know - volunteering doesn’t have to be every week? 

We have some lovely volunteers who come only on High Holy 
Days and others just in the school holidays. Volunteering 
can be as long term or as short term as suits you. We are 
particularly looking for volunteers to befriend residents, help 
in the dining room and polish the candlesticks, there’s a role 
for everyone. 

Now that the consultation evening has taken place at Ralli 
Hall I am very hopeful that the project for revitalising New 
Church Road shul is successful.  Being a “Hoveite” the whole 
of my life - my late mother was also born in the city (then just 
a town) - and having children and grandchildren also settled 
here, I am very keen that our community thrives in the long 
term. 

I also note that there are plans afoot for a new Jewish primary 
school in the city, which would also enhance the available 
facilities for our Community. I have fond memories of the first 
Jewish Day School, particularly as my son, Darren, was one 
of the first few pupils, with my daughter, Sharon, following not 
long afterwards, and they both received an excellent start to 
their school life.

I wish to add to the kind words penned by Doris Levinson 

evenings at Ralli Hall. She has done a great job and, although 
she will be a hard act to follow, I sincerely hope that a suitable 
successor will step up to the mark and continue to lead the 
team, which puts on such successful film nights, with often 
quite amazing films, all with a Jewish flavour of some kind.

You may, or may not, be aware of our Ralli Hall Website 
- www.rallihall.com. Please have a look at it. You will find 
photographs and memories of our lovely, and quite grand, 
Jewish Centre. If you have any photographs and memories 
which you would like to share with our Community, please 
send details via the office, at rallihallcentre@gmail.com, where 
they will be received with interest and most likely will be 
added to the website for the enjoyment of the members of 
our quite diverse Community.

In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

Ralli Hall 
by Roger Abrahams
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September was a less busy month for us with the number 
of golfing days restricted by the Yom Tovim. However, 
our meeting at Cuddington Golf Club in Banstead on 7 
September, which we played for the first time, had another 
large turnout from our members. It was a nice change 
to play on the North Downs with its panoramic views of 
London, rather than the South Downs, and I am sure we 
will play there again in the near future.

A highlight of this past month was our participation for 
the first time in the Past Captains’ Challenge Trophy at 
Abridge Golf and Country Club in Essex. Our team of eight 
performed very creditably on a difficult course against 
teams from Abridge, Dyrham Park, Hartsbourne, Coombe 
Hill and Potters Bar.

On 25 September, we fielded a team of ten golfers against 

Hartsbourne Golf and Country Club at The Dyke Golf Club. 
It was great to meet again our friends from Hartsbourne 
in this keenly fought annual fixture, which was rearranged 
from a stormy day in July.

Our meeting on 18 October will be at the links course 
at Littlehampton, the only golf course in Sussex 
that replicates the testing conditions of the Open 
Championship. In August, our members turned out in 
force for this popular annual meeting, only to be greeted 
by torrential rain. We duly rearranged the meeting for 
October.

We are looking for new members to join us, both male and 
female, accomplished golfers or beginners, young or not 

Secretary Ashley Woolfe at ashley@sportscastnet.com

Sussex Jewish Golfing Society
by Richard Simmons 

Welcome to this news update from Ralli Hall Lunch and 
Social Club. This month we’ve decided to give Jacquie a 
well-earned rest and provide the news and views on her 
behalf.

to raise a surprising £50,000 over and above fees paid 
by members. We do this in a number of different ways; 
fundraising events, our 100 Club and of course, a large 
number of appeals to charitable trusts and foundations.

Please don’t forget our Bridge Afternoon on Sunday 
15th October. Tickets are on sale now from Alan Burke 
on 01273 416335 or Jacquie on 01273 739999. Also, 
Chanukah will soon be with us. If you’re really stuck for 
that special gift for that special someone and can’t think 
what to get them, why not make a donation to the club in 
their name?

Talking of Jacquie, has anyone noticed just how happy her 
new lace tablecloths have made her? They do look a treat! 
Well done for finding them Jacquie. Just another example 
of the caring way you look after our members.

While we’re giving our thanks, a big thank-you to all our 
volunteers without whom this club could not possibly 
operate.

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers. We 
think our volunteers get as much out of the Club as do 
the members (even though some are reputedly older than 
some of our members). Does this appeal to you or anyone 
you know? Please contact Jacquie Tichauer on 01273 
739999.

By the way, we could do with a volunteer to help us edit 
our website. Not a continuous job but one or two sessions 
should do it. Old or young it’s the skill set we are after. Do 
you know anyone? If so, please only mention them to us 
with their permission.

BBQ on 23rd August and it was enjoyed by many of our 
members. We loved sitting in their garden enjoying the fine 
weather and the very tasty food.

JACS joined us on the 7th September for lunch and a quiz 
afternoon. This was extremely well attended and we all 
had tea and cakes afterwards. Thanks to Marianne and 
Bernard.

We hope everyone had a good Yom Tov and that this year 
will be a happy and healthy one for you and yours.

Talking of happy, we will be having a Chanukah party on 
Tuesday 19 December. Please put the date in your diary.

If you are interested in any of the above, please contact 
Jacquie on 01273 739999.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 

Brighton and Hove Jewish 
Housing Association
Has a vacancy in central Hove

For a one bedroom furnished flat
Suitable for single occupancy

Affordable rent includes –
central heating, constant hot water

use of garden, television and telephone points
Please telephone 07716 114012 

or
email bahjha@googlemail.com

for an application form
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Gerald Burkeman 1918-2017
by Ivor Sorokin 

Gerald was born in 
Liverpool on 7th August 
1918. He married his dear 
wife, Zelma, in 1952 and 
they were married for 60 
years until she passed 
away. Their beloved 
son, Roger, was born in 
January 1957.

He had an extensive 
business life, 
commencing as a 
stockbroker’s office 
boy and runner before 
he took a position at 
the fondly remembered 

Princes News Theatre in North Street, Brighton. He was 
subsequently offered a job with ENSA, which provided 

day’s top stars including Dame Vera Lynn, Richard Tauber, 
Ann Shelton and Gertrude Lawrence - names which may 
not mean very much to readers who are under 75.

In 1946, he commenced a small copying business, which, 
step by step, developed into a major printing company, 
which he ran until his retirement.

He was a great administrator and these skills were well 
used in his lifelong charity work. He joined the Reform 
Synagogue in 1962 where he quickly became Hon. 
Secretary, and in which office his printing talents were 
very useful (these were the days before computers), then 
Hon Treasurer where he put to good use his considerable 
administrative abilities. I had the pleasure of working 
alongside him on the Synagogue Executive Board for 
many years. With his sharp analytical mind, he managed 
to shorten meetings to the absolute minimum. In fact, he 
disliked any overlong meeting and it was perhaps typical 

of the man that he often said (privately) that the best 
committee was one of three members with two absent 
sick.

Welfare Board as Treasurer, and he remained in this post 
until 2004. In 2007, he was honoured to be made its Life 
President. He also had terms as Brochure coordinator 
for the local branches of Variety Club of Great Britain and 
B’nai B’rith.

Gerald was a prolific writer of essays and compiled three 
anthologies which make fascinating reading. He had a 
phenomenal memory and his knowledge of the Bible, 
literature (especially Shakespeare), history and politics 
was exceptional. His natural wicked, sharp wit and 
cynicism showed in all of the essays. He was sometimes 
very controversial, and when some of his pieces were 
published, he came in for some sharp criticism from 
readers who could not agree with his views.

residential home, thoroughly enjoying our discussions and 

chopped herring and Gilbert’s fishballs, and also, strangely 
enough, Cadbury’s chocolate fingers.

However, during his last year, it was obvious that he was 

difficult to find words, and he was getting very tired.

Around mid-July this year he was moved to a home in 
Virginia Water, to be close to his only son, Roger, and his 
wife, Hadassah. He sadly died on 26th August, just a few 
days after his 99th birthday.

Sussex and the City

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 
into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

Voluntary Support Agencies
 

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

 
info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

 
01273 737223

 
01273 735343

 
 01273 202254  or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk

MARTIN GROSS 
Memorials

All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken 
from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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Features

As I reach 
a hundred 
I wonder if 
I should be 
wearing a 
blue badge? 
People say, 
“You don’t 
look it.” But 
what does a 
hundred look 
like? My hair 
is still not grey 
and my Yoga 
teacher is very 

pleased with my understanding of ‘the 
breath’.

The biggest change is mobility - I need 
assistance and I’m nervous of my 
balance - even of moving without my 
frame - hence the yoga. It’s frustrating 
that I can’t go out without help.

On the other hand, were it not for 
my nervous balance I would not be 
having yoga lessons. If it were not for 
my legs - swollen from childhood with 
lymphedema - I would perhaps not 
have taken so great a care of my health 
and weight - I might not even be here 
today still wondering what to do when I 
grow up!

Being as old as I am - if I don’t talk 
about what I believe in now, whenever 
will I? I come from a family of people 
who invented their own destinies and 
we are still doing it. I believe character 
attracts circumstance. The sort of 
person you are attracts what happens 
to you and I’ve always been in charge of 
my own destiny.

Having said that, I’ve had no experience 
of the world at all actually, even though 
I’ve lived through two world wars, 
because I met my husband when I was 
just 18 and still at art school. I am so 
fortunate to have come from a long line 
of independent women.

My mother came over from Moldavia 
with her family, as refugees, in the late 
1800s. She went to school here and 
finished when she was 12. She could 
read and write and spoke good English. 
She was also very artistic. She had 
her own shop in Bethnal Green when 
she was 18. She designed and made 
corsets.

My father, Morris Levrant, originally 
went to America and settled in New 
York. He married and had three children 

and was an inventor. At the age of 30 he 
had a patent registered in the US which 
begins, “I Morris Levrant, Emigré from 
the Empire of Russia...”

My daughter Shula found his patent 
on Google - for the first time I saw my 
father’s signature on the internet 100 
years after he signed it. He eventually 
divorced in America and came to 
England where he fell for my mother. 
He besieged her by waiting outside the 
house for her. 

Her father didn’t allow her to marry 
him until he had produced all sorts of 
evidence that he was divorced, but 
eventually they were allowed to marry 
and I was born in 1917, a year before 

to live on the royalties of the product my 
father invented. 

At that time the Middle East, specifically 
Palestine, was opening up and you 
could go out there and set up an 
Empire, so we all went there. However, 
there was a war going on in which 
my father had to take part and we 
were only there a month before he got 
himself killed. My mother couldn’t speak 
the language and was four months 
pregnant. We were stuck until my uncle, 
Davis Handman, came to rescue us 
and took us back to London, where 
we lived in his attic, opposite the 
Whitechapel museum, until we got a 
little money together and my mother 
set up her corset-making business. We 
made a little living from this in Bethnal 
Green.

I decided when I left school that I 
was never going to be anything other 
than my own boss. I loved drama and 
joined a Play-reading Society - Unity, 
famous for its Agit Prop - which is 
where I met my husband. I was 18. 
We were married for 72 years, so as 

I said before, not very adventurous. 
When we married we exchanged names 
rather than my taking Moss’s name and 
became known as Levrant-Rich.

I have never doubted myself. I saw 
a use for seashells that nobody had 
developed and I took action to achieve 
what I wanted. I was very shy and 
became a public speaker. One lady 
said, “We have very well-known people 
and they’re boring - we have a ‘nobody’ 
and she’s marvellous” - this still amuses 
me.

We developed jewellery for every breed 
of dog and after that, specialised in 
Riding Jewellery - for little girls who 
love horses. One of my best moments 
was on a stand at an international 
trade show where the buyer doubted, 
because of the fine quality, that the 
jewellery was English. Only our hallmark 
convinced him.

My business was a success. It grew 
in different directions but I’ll leave that 
story for another time. Many things 
might have held me back, but I still 
made a successful business from 
nothing. I do believe you can reach 
your true potential by making your 
own destiny. Think positively. Never 
give up. I believe character attracts 
circumstance!

Milly Rich reaches 100 years, “Think positively - never give up” 
by Milly Rich
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Crossrail, now officially designated the 
Elizabeth Line, is virtually complete. 
This, the most expensive and largest 
engineering project in Europe, links two 
straight lines with a corkscrew in the 
middle, from Reading in the west, under 
the centre of London, to Shenfield and 
Abbey Wood in the east. It has been 
rightly praised for the skill, ingenuity 
and craftsmanship that has gone into 
it. But, perhaps what happened up to 
two centuries ago is even more 
remarkable and paved the way 
for this Elizabeth Line?

In the nineteenth century 
conditions on the streets 
of London were intolerable. 
Apart from problems caused 
by sewage, crime and poor 
housing, the main means of all 
transportation was the horse. 
And if we are only too aware 
of the pollution caused by the 
internal combustion engine, 
just think of our streets whilst 
hundreds of horses passed 
by and left what horses leave! 
Animals for sale at the main 
markets, such as Smithfield, were 
driven live through the streets for 
slaughter, and animals do what animals 
do! Pollution was rife, with a constant 
and appalling smell and disease, 
particularly cholera, of which there were 
regular epidemics. So, some solution 

had to be found. The only mechanical 
means of propulsion was the steam 
engine and that could hardly be used 
in the streets. Actually, in some places, 
it was used later to power steam trams 
with a small completely enclosed steam 
locomotive hauling a separate carriage. 
One idea to alleviate the problem was to 
build structures above the pavements 
with trains on top. There was even 
a scheme to do that on both sides 

of Regent Street, sorts of arcades in 
appearance. An important protagonist 
and developer of this idea was Sir 
Joseph Paxton (1801-1865), designer of 
the Crystal Palace. Such a system, but 
above the centre of the streets, became 
well known in the United States and 

elsewhere later, notably in Wuppertal 
in the Ruhr. But the putative scheme 
which was to be the forebear of the 
Underground was the idea of a cutting 
in the middle of streets with roads and 
pavements above and on both sides. 
Quite simply, roads were not nearly 
wide enough.

But what if one was to do this, but 
cover in the cutting? This was the 
proposal of Charles Pearson (1794-

1862) , Solicitor to the City of 
London and MP for Lambeth. 
Developing his idea of a cutting, 
he proposed a covered railway 
mainly under the streets and 
powered by steam locomotives. 
And there was strong support 
for such a scheme. The City 
of London desperately wanted 
to clear the streets of chaos 
and pollution, and the Northern 
Railway lines wanted to link 
their main railway stations, 
Liverpool Street, King’s Cross, 
St Pancras, Euston and 
Paddington together. This 
was especially true of the 

Great Western Railway, which needed 
a speedy link between its Station at 
Paddington and the City. So, in 1854 
a Bill was presented to Parliament for 
“The Metropolitan Railway, Paddington 
and Great Western Railway, the 
General Post Office, the London and 

Sometimes it seems a thousand years 
ago, and sometimes only yesterday, 
that I landed in this wonderful country. I 
was a Jewish refugee, one of the lucky 
ones, who fled from Nazi occupied 
Austria in March 1939 and found refuge 
in what was to become my adopted 
country; a country whose citizenship I 
value above all else.

As soon as war was declared in 
September 1939, I volunteered for the 
Royal Army Pioneer Corps and was 
stationed in the old Lord Kitchener 
Camp in Sandwich, which had been 

War.

What has all this to do with the wedding 
ring? I will tell you.

The Viennese girl who was to become 
my wife had already entered Great 

Britain having obtained a permit which 
enabled her to work, but only as a 
domestic servant. She landed on these 
shores, the only member of her family 
to escape the Nazi horror, a few weeks 
before me and was employed by the 
well-known writer of children’s books, 
Enid Blyton, who lived in Beaconsfield. 
This was a long way from Ramsgate 
and my soldier’s pay didn’t add up to 

more than I and she solved that 
problem. It was far from easy arranging 
a rendezvous in London - neither 
of us knew any part of London and 
neither of us could speak a word of 
English. In those far-off days English 
was only spoken in England and what 
with the blackout and unable to ask 
for directions, it now strikes me as 
remarkable that we ever found each 

other! However, love conquers all, and 
we occasionally met in London.

We soon decided to get married - I 
wanted so much to give my bride 
a gold wedding ring, but I simply 
hadn’t enough money to buy one. I 
was so upset that I couldn’t keep my 
disappointment to myself and confided 
in my army pals - all refugees like 
myself. They evidently held a summit 
conference and informed me they would 
like to give me a gold ring as a wedding 
present. I was moved beyond words 
and not a little embarrassed - they told 
me to ask my fiancée to send a pattern, 
the size of her finger, and leave the rest 
to them.

Among the men there was a goldsmith 
by trade and he would make the ring, 
assuming of course that he could be 

“ And now ... the Elizabeth Line”
by Godfrey R Gould

The Wedding Ring
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SouthWestern Railway, and the Great 

it was opened only nine years later 
the Company had had its somewhat 
cumbersome title shortened to “The 
Metropolitan Railway”.

Construction of the line was relatively 
simple, using the ‘cut and cover’ 
principle. The road way was dug up 
and a trench dug between the two 
rows of houses often the full width of 
the street and deep enough to contain 
the tracks, trains and infrastructure. 
Then the floor and walls were lined, the 
railway, stations and signalling installed 
and a new cover and road laid. Easy 
now, but with the more basic means 
then available, quite remarkable. The 

was opened on 9 January 1863. There 
was some concern about the conditions 
which would ensue from the use of 
steam locomotives. Several ideas to 
alleviate the problem came to nothing, 
the only practical option being to pass 
the exhaust through the cold-water 
tanks and thus have some partial 
condensation of the steam. However, 
passengers had to put up with the 
discomfort, the only relief being when 
there were openings at or between 
stations or when the railway ran in the 
open briefly between streets instead 
of along them. However, whatever 
the poor travelling conditions the new 
underground railway was phenomenally 
successful and made exceptional profits 
right from the start. In 1864 of all the 
Railways in the United Kingdom (and 

there were over 125) the Metropolitan 
Railway had receipts per route mile 
nearly 10 times the next most profitable, 
and over 13 times the next.

But whatever happened to all the earth 
that was dug up to build the railway? 
It was dumped on a greenfield site off 

a Stadium was built there by Chelsea 

terraces constructed on that very same 
‘underground’ earth!

But the potential success of the 
Metropolitan Railway already led to 
proposals for a second sub-surface 
line, this one along the south of the 
West End and the City, to be named 
the Metropolitan District Railway. Using 
the same construction methods this 
line was opened on 24 December 
1868 between South Kensington and 
Westminster. Extension east used some 
of the construction being developed 
for London’s new Sewerage System. 
This was the concept of Sir Joseph 
Bazalgette (1819-91), Chief Engineer 
to the Metropolitan Board of Works, 
and one of the greatest of Victorian 
London’s engineers. To solve London’s 
appalling pollution problems, he 
designed and constructed the Capital’s 
wondrous Sewerage system. Sewerage 
had always been dumped into the 
River Thames, killing the River and 
everything in it, and causing ‘the great 
stink’. Bazalgette built a new outflow 
to carry all the waste downstream 
to the new treatment plants, and 
contained this within a new road 

he built along the banks of the river 
from Westminster to Blackfriars, and 
called ‘The Embankment’. And within 
the Embankment the Metropolitan 
District Railway continued their line 
downstream from Westminster.

Both Railways were most successful 
and extended their lines both east and 
west, sometimes subsurface but, as 
they moved out of the more closely 
built up areas, on the surface. Although 
they were very bitter rivals there was 
strong pressure for them to link up, and 
as the Metropolitan veered south and 
the Metropolitan District (fortunately to 
change its name simply to The District 
Railway) veered north, they did so to 
form the Inner Circle. So the first three 
Underground lines were established, 
privately owned and operated, though 
the Inner Circle was jointly owned but 
operated by the Metropolitan. They also 
extended somewhat out of London, 
especially the Metropolitan as it saw 
itself as a mainline Railway running 
north into the Home Counties, and with 
its Headquarters at Baker Street.

However, by the end of the century 
a new non-polluting power source 
became available - electricity - and 
this provided the opportunity for 
deeper underground railways. But this 
will be another story. We’ll have go 
much further back, to 1818 and that 
remarkable pair, father and son, Sir 
Marc Isambard Brunel (1769-1849) and 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel (1809-1857). 
And this will lead us to the concept and 
construction of the Elizabeth Line.

provided with sufficient gold. Little 
scraps came to him, bit by bit, a few 
links from someone’s precious watch-
chain, a piece from a ring that was 
not found when the Nazis searched 
each man on leaving Austria: one man 
donated the end of a treasured tie-pin 
that had belonged to his father, and so 
on. Even a couple of gold teeth were 
handed in – in those days one could 
always depend on a continental to have 
a gold tooth in his head!

The goldsmith melted the gold. There 
was enough for two wedding rings! 
This was even more wonderful, as it is 
customary on the continent of Europe 
for the Bridegroom also to wear a 
ring. Our names were engraved on the 
inside of the rings and the date of our 
forthcoming marriage. So, my bride had 
a gold ring after all.

we have those precious rings to 
this day. I will never forget those 
men whose kindness remains 
with us. A memory forged in an 
endless band of gold.

This moving piece was written, 
possibly in the 1960s by Phyllis 
Harris, a friend of Oscar and Gill 
Pressburger after she had heard 
their story. It was read out at their 
Golden Wedding celebration, 
when all their friends clubbed 
together to buy a Torah mantle 
for the Reform Synagogue. 
Oscar and Gill were the parents 

grandson is now also named 
Oscar) and she kindly gave SJN 
permission to reprint it.
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This year marks a major anniversary in Israel’s history, that 
of the Balfour declaration. Unfortunately, the creation of a 
Jewish State has not relieved the Jewish people from anti-
semitic attitudes and a hatred that appears to be stronger 
than ever. The publication of an article, “Gaza: 1 million 
children suffering in ‘unliveable’ conditions”, in September by 
Save the Children is typical of the desire to blame Israel for 
the failings of others. 

The article has infuriated many who understand the situation 
vis à vis Hamas and the Palestinian Authority but many, 
probably the majority, of those who read it will be happy to 
concur with its argument. The fact that there was absolutely 
no context, (a typical method for constructing anti-Israel 

following statement:

unacceptable and unhelpful that Save the Children has 
chosen to lay the problem and the blame of the sad and 
tragic plight of Gazan children entirely at Israel’s doorstep. 
These are not Israel’s citizens and nor is Gaza Israel’s 
territory. This is the domain of a harshly ruled tyrannical 
Hamas territory, which manages to find the money and 
resources for sophisticated terror tunnels and weapons, but 
not for their own children’s welfare and basic needs. If Save 
the Children were truly concerned about solving this crisis, 
then they should get some courage and point the finger 
where it belongs, not at one of its neighbours who is actually 
providing Gaza with humanitarian relief.”

Save The Children’s article contains many context-free 
statements, thereby leaving readers with the impression that 
the situation in Gaza is mostly due to Israeli actions. The 
article claims, amongst other things, that Gaza is struggling 
with just two to four hours of electricity per day, that more 
than 700 schools are struggling to function without electricity, 
that there is a breakdown of health and emergency services, 
putting children’s lives at risk and that children are unable to 
sleep, study or play. 

So, what should have been mentioned to put those 
statements into context? Maybe the world still needs to 
know that Hamas is an internationally proscribed terrorist 
organisation whose charter remains committed to the total 
destruction of the state of Israel and its inhabitants? What of 
the billions of dollars’ worth of international pledges made 
following the 2014 war between Hamas and Israel? Those 
pledges have either not been forthcoming or have been 
diverted to fund Hamas’ rearmament for future battles against 
Israel and to construct terror tunnels under Gaza and into 
Israeli sovereign territory. Save the Children has conveniently 
forgotten that Israel unilaterally withdrew from Gaza in 2005 
and that it was only after sustained attack from Hamas that 
Israel introduced its blockade; a blockade deemed legal 
under international law by the UN-commissioned Palmer 
report of September 2011.

And what of the Palestinian Authority in all this? It has, over 
the past several months, either delayed or refused to facilitate 
the travel documents and/or funding for sick civilians in Gaza 
to travel into Israel in order to receive first-class medical 
attention. In some cases this has lead to the deaths of Gazan 
civilians, including children. 

And what about those electricity shortages in Gaza? Israel 
again? Well, no. They are due to the power struggle between 
Hamas and the Palestinian Authority, and it is the Palestinian 
Authority itself that specifically requested Israel to reduce 
the power supply to Hamas, because Hamas had not been 
paying the Palestinian Authority for its electricity. The article 

Activities in the Territories is currently facilitating convoys 
of trucks into Gaza, filled with materials to help the Gazan 
Electric Authority improve its infrastructure.

No mention either of how the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, the dedicated UN body which administers 
Palestinian refugees, has confirmed that Hamas’ terror 
tunnels have been built beneath their schools and how 
UNRWA has uncovered caches of weapons in their schools, 
leaving innocent children in danger during Hamas-initiated 
battles against Israel. Thus Hamas chooses to fight its battles 
from within civilian areas, thereby turning innocent citizens 
into unwitting human shields. 

Many people, the uninformed, are unaware of how Israel’s 
borders with Gaza are the source of crossing points for tens 
of thousands of trucks worth of humanitarian goods each 
year, with daily convoys delivering these goods to the people 
of Gaza. The article took advantage of such ignorance by not 
even crediting Israel with keeping the border open. There was 
no mention of Egypt’s border crossing with Gaza, which has 
long been subjected to a blockade by Egypt, with virtually no 
aid coming into Gaza from there. And no reference to the fact 
that Hamas continues to extort large sums of money from 
civilian Gazans wishing to cross into Egypt.

anyone with an accurate understanding of the reality of the 
situation in Gaza, that until Hamas accepts the right of Israel 
to exist securely and peacefully within its borders and uses 
its position as leader of the Gazan people responsibly and 
acts in their best interests, that this unnecessarily sustained 
conflict will continue to extract a toll from Gaza’s civilians. 

It is the likes of this article by Save the Children that serves 
to propagate the one-sided narrative on this conflict which 
sadly, often drives both sides further apart and leaves a 
peaceful resolution ever-elusive.

Making a Case Without Context and Balance
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This year, public broadcasts 
have reminded us of the terrible 
sacrifices that millions of our 
young men made in the battles 
of Europe a century ago. And yet 
the ashes of the past presented 
an opportunity to the Great 
Powers to assist Jews, dispersed 
in exile throughout the world for 
close on 2000 years, to rebuild 
their home in Eretz Yisrael by 
providing a corner stone in the 
form of the Balfour Declaration. 

After having undergone five prior drafts, the first of which 
was prepared on July 17, 1917, this document was finally 
issued in the form of a letter, dated November 2nd 1917, from 

Rothschild, a leader of the British Jewish community, for 

a mere 67 words:

“His Majesty’s Government view with favour the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home of the Jewish 
people and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the 
achievement of this objective, it being clearly understood 
that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil 
and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in 
any other country.” 

It had not come easily. Its Zionist promotors and supporters 
in Britain - Chaim Weizmann, Herbert Samuel, Mark Sykes 
and Nahum Sokolow, first had to persuade Britain that the 
establishment of a friendly Jewish Palestine was the best 
protection for her precious Middle Eastern asset - the Suez 

the Zionists also had to contend with, and overcome, the 
opposition of well-established assimilated English Jews who 
feared that the founding of a Jewish Homeland in Palestine 
would jeopardise their social and political standing in Britain 
on grounds of a divided loyalty. 

a prior political compromise which appeared to conflict 
with the Zionist aspirations. In anticipation of a victory over 

concurrence, had negotiated a secret agreement between 
November 1915 and March 1916, and concluded on 16 
May 1916 (Sykes-Picot) to dismember the Ottoman Empire 
into a number of zones to be controlled directly or indirectly 
among themselves. Palestine, however, was to be placed 
under international control. It was Sokolow’s task to persuade 

the Jews and then later, even harder, to get her to consent to 
Britain, rather than herself, becoming the suzerain power.

Behind the European plans for the disposition of the 
Ottoman lands lay Arab interests, which appeared to have 
been ignored or overlooked in the Sykes-Picot negotiations 
and in the subsequent modifications in the Agreement to 
accommodate the Zionist interests. Even prior to the outbreak 
of WWI, British government officials administering Egypt 
had been approached by Emir Hussein of Mecca and his 
sons to assist them in overthrowing their Ottoman overlords. 

In a series of ten letters exchanged between Lieutenant 
Colonel Sir Henry McMahon, British High Commissioner 
in the Sultanate of Egypt, and Hussein bin Ali, Sharif of 
Mecca during the period July 1915 to March 1916, it was 
agreed that in return for the Sharif’s instigating a revolt 
against the Ottomans, Britain would support the creation of 
a confederation of Arab states in the Middle East. Excluded 
from these territories were certain areas which Britain claimed 

the west of an ambiguously defined north-south line, in which 
McMahon claimed that its population could be said not to be 
purely Arab. Britain claimed that Palestine formed part of this 
strip and was therefore to be excluded from Arab sovereignty. 

correspondence that gave rise to Arab claims that Britain had 
deceived them in supporting the establishment of a Jewish 
Homeland in what they considered to be the heart of dar 
Islam and anathema to their religious belief system. 

On April 25, 1920, the language of the Balfour Declaration 
was specifically incorporated in the resolutions adopted by 
an international conference held in San Remo between April 
19 and 26, 1920, as a continuation of the Peace Conference 
held earlier in Paris. These resolutions gave effect to the 
setting up of mandated territories, including that of Palestine, 
in accordance with the League of Nations Covenant forming 
part of the 1919 Versailles Peace Treaty. Thus, the Balfour 
Declaration ceased to be a mere expression of British political 
policy and was converted into a valid international legal 
instrument which may still have some legal effect today in 
territory lying to the west of the River Jordan, captured from 
Jordan by Israel in June 1967. 

Dr Adler will be speaking on “The Balfour Declaration, as 
a Historic Act of Statesmanship and Its Consequential 
Problems” to the English Speaking Union, at The Hove Club, 

2017, 1.45 pm. Visitors are welcome at all the Union’s 
meetings and they suggest a donation of £2 to support their 
charitable activities.

The Balfour Declaration Centenary
by Dr Gerald M. Adler

RALLI HALL LUNCH  
& SOCIAL CLUB

PRESENTS
A BRIDGE & KALOOKI AFTERNOON

AT RALLI HALL DENMARK VILLAS HOVE
(£2 Parking Fee at Hove Railway Station on 

Sunday)
FRIENDLY COMPETITION – WITH PRIZES

ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 15th 2017  
AT 2.00PM

DONATION £10.00 INCLUDING TEA
TICKETS FROM

RALLI HALL OFFICE 01273 739999 or
ALAN  BURKE - 01273  416335
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Although you will receive this after Yom Kippur I am writing 
these words just a few days before Rosh Hashana when we 
read of the birth of Isaac; the first Jewish born boy and the 
first to enter into the Covenant of Circumcision (Brit Mila) on 
the eighth day after his birth. Coincidentally, the Mitzva of 
Brit Mila is first mentioned in the Sidra of Lech Lecha; the last 
Sidra of this month October.

A month ago, when my grandson Ben Tziyon was born - the 
first boy to be named after my late father – I was reminded 
of an article written by my father and published in the book 
A Woman of Valour: an anthology for the thinking Jewess. I 
believe its meaning to be profound and its message timeless 
- Rabbi Hershel Rader.

This child is a member of the most illustrious family the 
world has ever known; its line can be directly traced for 
nearly 4000 years. He is a direct descendant of Abraham, 

of his family have been kings and High Priests, Prophets, 
Judges, scholars, seachers, physicians and men of letters. 
He is related to Moses and Aaron; to King David and King 
Solomon. Almost at the beginning of time his forefathers 
brought civilization to the world, teaching and practicing 
a code of behavior which even today is in advance of that 
practiced in many corners of the globe. When all around 
worshipped wood and stone, and worse, they realized 
and thought that there is but one G-d on whom we are all 
totally dependant. His ancestors stood at Mt. Sinai and 
heard the voice of G-d enunciate the first words of the Ten 
Commandments. His relatives set down the Mishnah and the 
Talmud and expounded on and codified the laws contained 
therein. Throughout the millennia members of his family 
have, in measure disproportionate to their size, given of their 
considerable skills and talents to the world around them. 
They have been the vanguard of the fight for freedom; the 
defenders of the dignity of man. They have propagated truth 
and love of their fellow.

 

This child is a Jew; 
the appellation is a 
badge of honour. 
He is a member of 
a Holy People, a 
Nation of Priests. 
His family was 
chosen to be an 
example to the world.

This child is a boy; a Jewish boy. He is eight days old and 
is about to enter into the Covenant of Abraham. A great 
Tradition rests on his slight shoulder; it is a great responsibility 
for so small a child to bear.

But his being a Jew is not an accident of birth. He has been 
given the means to receive this great Tradition. He has a soul 
which is a portion of the Divine. If he is instructed and taught 
properly this small child will, in the fullness of time, not only 
absorb this Tradition, but practice it, thereby living a good, 
full and useful life, and transmit it without compromise or 
abrogation to those who follow him.

In order to fulfil his immense potential for good, in order that 
he may perpetuate this illustrious history of his family, this 
child is reliant on his parents. They have the responsibility not 
only to feed and clothe him, to nurture him physically but to 
nourish him spiritually too. It is their responsibility to ensure 
that through them and through properly qualified teachers, 
he - and his brothers and sisters - receive the Chinuch 
prescribed by the Holy Covenant into which he is about to be 
entered.

At this moment of time - and for many days and years 
to come - this child places all his hope and trust in his 
parents. He relies on them to teach him how to discharge 
his responsibilities and claim the privilege inherent in his 
birthright as a scion of the most distinguished family on earth.

Which parents would betray or fail such a trust?

BHHC Rabbi Hershel Rader

This Child
by Ben Tziyon Rader

For your diary

Thursday 5th October: Succot Lunch 

A beautiful 3 course meal with wine. Starts after the service at 

in case of rain.

Sunday 17th December: Salt Beef & Latkes Chanukah Evening. 

popular event so book early to avoid disappointment.

Friday Night Dinners - A traditional four course Friday night 

meal. Truly enjoyable religious and social occasion.

2017

2018

Wednesday Catered Lunch and Learns - Great three course 

meal combined with the opportunity for Jewish learning 

2017

13th September 
Topic: The days of Judgement – Providence vs Coincidence 
1st November  
Topic: The Sidra of Vayera – Violence, Incest and a Whole Lot 
More!
29th November  
Topic: The Tragedy of Rachel
2018

3rd January 
Topic: What’s in a Name?
31st January  

 
Topic: Genocide in the Bible
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HHC Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer

The festival of Tabernacles is once again upon us and it 
is exciting. A time of celebration (Deuteronomy 16/14: 
“You shall rejoice on your festival.”) lasting for an entire 
week. Jews build and decorate temporary dwellings, 
Succot; daily festive meals are prepared and we shake 
the Arba Minim (The four species of plant : willow, 
myrtle, palm branch and the Etrog, a citrus fruit); Hallel 
is recited (Particular songs of praise) and during the 

is the custom to take family excursions. It is a Yom 

the rejoicing over the completion of yet another annual 
recitation of the Torah.

But what underlies, underscores and underpins 
much of this? What calls out to our subconscious 
for recognition? What is the common thread tying it 
all together? What is it that we are wholly dependent 
upon, yet tend all too often to forget? What does the 

WATER! H2O.

We live in an era where climate change impacts 
greatly on the world’s water supply. We now know 
of International gross negligence on a global scale, 
often governmental, regarding the earth’s water 
contamination. There are millions upon millions of 
people globally who still do not have access to clean 
potable water. Indeed, drinkable water is still a wasted 
commodity in much of the developed world, whilst 
water is undoubtedly our greatest necessity. Nothing 
lives or develops without water; it covers 71% of 
the earth’s surface; it is the basis of all aquatic life; 
agriculture depends on it; we use it for sanitation; we 
cook food with it; we drink it straight and yet, mankind 
often falls far short of honouring it.

The Mishnah tells us that on Succot we 
are judged over the provision of rain; we 
take and shake the four types of plants, 
each of which has particular regard for 
and need of water; we had the ceremony 
of Nisuch Hamayim, a water libation 
ceremony in Temple times invoking God’s 
blessing for rain; we have the Simchat 
beit HaShoeva festivities (Rejoicing at the 
House of the water drawing) where still 
today, on this foot-festival there are daily 
celebrations that take place amidst music 
and dance commemorating the multitude 
of pilgrims who would convene and 
accompany ‘the drawing of water’ from 
the pool of Siloam in the City of David as 
it was transported up the pilgrims road. 
To quote from the Talmud: “He who has 
not seen the rejoicing at the place of the 
Water-Drawing has never seen rejoicing 
in his life!”(Tractate Sukkah); we even 

of Shemini Atzeret, with special prayers for rain (Tefillat 
Hegeshem). In addition, we are confronted with the 
words of our Sages, that water is a euphemism for 
Torah and that the ceremony for the ‘drawing up of the 
waters’ was actually in reality, accessing power from 
the depths of the Divine Presence. Well, it is mightily 
impressive, even if in my ignorance of the mystical, it is 
beyond my immediate comprehension - but certainly 
something to aspire to. 

What is however most relevant and of crucial 
importance is our consciousness of the all-
encompassing qualities of one of our most basic 
human essentials; water. I am often amazed at how 
often I hear people complain of the rains! We pray 
for it, we need it for plant-life, for our animals, for our 
environment, we even use it for spiritual purification 
(Mikveh). All ancient civilizations gave enormous 
philosophical importance and value to it and it takes on 
monumental esoteric proportions. In our own era it has 
even become the subject of wars and National conflict, 

Kennedy said “Anyone who can solve the problems 
of water will be worthy of two Nobel prizes – one for 
peace and one for science.”

If, at the end of our Holiday season, we have come 
away with only deep-rooted appreciation, reverence, 
humility, gratitude and sheer awe of the power of water 
with all of its multiple wonder and therefore the Maker 
and Creator of all things, Dayenu! It will have been 
sufficient. Sometimes, the most powerful messages 
are the simple ones. This one is alluded to seamlessly 
throughout the Chag.

And the Divine Presence hovered upon the surface of the waters. (Genesis)
by Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer 
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The months of October and November remind me each year 
of the way in which the Jewish people lives, both, in ‘Jewish 
time’ and in ‘World time.’

In October, at Sukkot, we commemorate our ancestors’ 
wilderness wanderings and the fragility of life, and then 
conclude the autumn festivals with Simchat Torah, the post-
biblical celebration that marks the conclusion of the Torah 
reading cycle and its resumption once again. 

In November, we commemorate Kristallnacht, the Night of the 
Broken Glass of 9/10 November 1938, when Nazi persecution 
of our people turned to violence, marking the secular date 
because the devastating events of that long night belong to 
world history.

Directly after Kristallnacht, remembrance of our losses as 
a people is followed by our participation in the national 
remembrance of Armistice Day, which brought an end to the 

month in 1918, and in the cross-communal commemorations 
associated with Remembrance Sunday. This year, BHPS 
is proud to be hosting the annual Remembrance Sunday 
Service organised by the Brighton and Hove Branch of the 
Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women.

Significantly, Interfaith Week, which is marked by activities 
and events around the country also takes place in November. 
Each year, the Brighton Hove Interfaith Contact Group 
organises a multi-faith service. In November 2016, the service 
took place at BHPS. This year it will be held at the Hove 
Methodist Church on Sunday, 19 November. Interfaith week is 
an opportunity for the Jewish community to join with people 
of all communities and faiths as we engage with one another 
as neighbours and learn from one another in a spirit of mutual 
respect.

Mitzvah Day, which always takes place on the last Sunday in 
November, provides another chance to connect with others, 
both within and beyond the Jewish community. The mitzvah 
of g’milut chasadim, deeds of loving kindness, highlighted on 
Mitzvah Day, reminds us that all human beings are deserving 
of our compassion and care.

So, through October and November, as we live, both, 
in Jewish time and in World time, we will have ample 
opportunities to express our commitment to Jewish life and 
our responsibility as Jews to contribute to the life of the 
world.

Living in Jewish Time and World Time
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

 

Events@BHPS 
lectures, presented by experts in their fields, followed by lunch.

Sunday 29th October 2017 
1. Portraits of Holocaust Survivors – Harry Boden: One of the UK’s 
finest portrait photographers

Sunday 3rd December 2017 
2. Crime Matters – Katy Bourne: Sussex Police and Crime 
Commissioner

Sunday 14th January 2018
Question Time – Peter Kyle: Labour MP for Hove and Portslade 
since 2015

4. Can the NHS Survive? – Emeritus Professor Jonathan Cohen: 

Sunday 15th April 2018   
5. The Last Taboo -  Dr Mandy Assin, Consultant in Old Age 
Psychiatry Brighton and Hove
Each Lecture and Lunch £20. Book all five and get 10% discount 
(£90)
11.30 am Welcome drink upon arrival
12.30 - 1pm Lecture with questions and answers 
1.00 – 3 pm Lunch including wine or soft drink followed by coffee

Lunch will be vegetarian or permitted fish. If you have any specific 
dietary requirements please contact Sarah Winstone 01273 
501604.  To reserve your place please call or email the BHPS office

Armistice Weekend 11- 12 November
Remembering, honouring, sharing
As part of our Remembrance season 2017, the synagogue is proud 
to be hosting the third showing of Reflections, an exhibition by four 

memorials. 
This is a collaboration between local writer Vanessa Gebbie, glass 
artist Elizabeth Lamont, photographer Jane Willis (Priest in Charge 
at Holy Trinity Church, Hurstpierpoint) and letter cutter on slate, 
Helen Mary Skelton.
We are also organising an open ‘Memory and Words’ creative 
writing workshop with Vanessa Gebbie. Participants are limited to 
15 and will be encouraged to bring items belonging to, or written 
by, those they wish to honour. Minimum donation £10 to cover 
costs.
This will be followed by a spoken word event led by Sir Anthony 
Seldon.
Programme for Saturday 11th November
10.30 - 12.00 Remembrance Service
12.30 Kiddush
1.00 Chavurah lunch (Please bring vegetarian or permitted fish dish 
to share)
2.00 - 3.30 Workshop or opportunity for those not participating to 
view the exhibition and to meet Dr Seldon.
3.30 Tea
4.30 Spoken Word event - Remembering, honouring, sharing.
5.30 - 6.00 pm End of the day, closing prayer by Rabbi Elli
Sunday 12 November – AJEX Memorial Service hosted this year by 
BHPS.
For more information please see the BHPS web site or contact 
the office by phone or email.
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BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

BrightonReform

Around the Zodiac Wheel. Tishri and Libra, Cheshvan and Scorpio
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

Sometimes the connection 
between the Jewish calendar and 
the symbols of Astrology is very 
immediate. 

A case in point is the month of 
Tishri, with all its festivities. On Rosh 
Hashanah, it is said, the world is 
judged. Countless Rabbinic stories 
tell us how our good deeds are 
weighed against our transgressions 

on a sort of scale. And the symbol of Libra, the 
constellation of stars that governs the month of Tishri, is 
indeed a balance scale. For the first part of the month, we 
deal with our transgressions and we try to restore justice 
and it is said that people born under the sign of Libra have 
an innate sense of justice.

We may also think of the letter lamed, ל which the Sefer 
Yetzirah associates to Libra. Not only does it remind us of 
an old balance scale, but it is also the tallest letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet, and in this part of the year we turn to 
God as our highest judicial authority.

The second part of Tishri, when Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah happen, is a joyous celebration of community life. 
There is a deep psychological meaning in such a passage, 
from the introspection and self-examination of the Yomim 
Noraim, (Rosh Hashanah, Shabbat Shuvah and Yom 
Kippur), to the happiness and simcha of Sukkot, when 
we celebrate the Divine protection and the rejoicing of 
the Torah on Simchat Torah. We rejoice after the process 
of teshuvah culminating on Yom Kippur. All these are 
community events and one of the main traits of people 
born under the sign of Libra, so Astrology says, is their 
connection to the community, their love for social and 
community life. 

Compared to its predecessor, the month of Cheshvan 
seems pretty dull. There are no holy days at all! 

During this month, around the Mediterranean, where our 
culture originated, nothing relevant seems to happen 
in the natural world, after the harvest which has been 
celebrated on Sukkot. But nature is still there and still lives 
in the depth.

The Sefer Yetzirah associates this 
month to Scorpio, and Scorpio to 
the “deepest” of the Hebrew letters 
 nun. Nun runs very deep, in its  נ
‘sofit’, final shape ן. 
People born under the sign of 
Scorpio are known for their strong 
and deep passion. That may or not 
may be the case regarding their 
personality, but it is remarkable 
that Yehoshua, the man who led 
the people of Israel, bringing them 
to settle and take deep roots in the 
Promised Land, is also called “son 
of Nun”, in Numbers 13:16!

Thursday 5 Sukkot Service, 10.30 am

Saturday 7 Shabbat Chol HaMoed Sukkot, 10.30 am 

6.30 pm 
Thursday 12 Simchat Torah, 10.30 am
Saturday 14  Baby Blessing for Leah Rose Sharpe, daughter 

of Joanne Sharpe, 10.30 am

pm 

 

 
Baby Blessing for Leora Betty Levy, the 
granddaughter of Debra Goodman, 10.30 am 

The diary may be subject to change

Bulletin Board for October & November
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SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES - OCTOBER
In  Light candles Out  Havdalah

What’s on: October 2017
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –   
IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
Contact the Communal Diary  
before planning your events 

info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIVITIES - OCTOBER 2017

EVENTS IN OCTOBER   
      Sunday 8
 ¢ Helping Hands Community Tea at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 

Hove 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm.  Donation £3 to include raffle ticket. 
Contact 01273 747722. Transport can be arranged. 
 
Sunday 15 

 ¢ Bridge & Kalooki Afternoon at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove, 
2.00 pm. Donation £10. Phone 01273 739999 or 10273 
416335 
 
Monday 16 

 ¢ SARID Desert Island Discs presents 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 
Tel 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk  
 
Wednesday 18

 ¢ Sussex Jewish Golfing Society meeting at the links course at 
Littlehampton. Contact Ashley@sportscastnet.com 
 
Tuesday 24    

 ¢ Jewish Historical Society of England with guest speaker: Barry 
Kleinberg on American-Jewish History 1790-1914.  Ralli 
Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove commencing 7.45 pm. Annual 
subscription £40. Season ticket for 6 lectures £20. Visitors 
single lectures £5. Refreshments. Contact: amcrook.321@
gmail.com or ring 01273 776539 or g.gould915@btinternet.
com or ring 01273 419412 
 
Saturday 28    

 ¢ Beethoven programme with Israeli pianist Inon Barnatan with 
with the London Philharmonic Orchestra at The Dome, 
Church Street Brighton 7.30 pm. 01273 709709 or Website: 
brightondome.org

NOTABLE DATES

Wed 4   Erev Sukkot -  light candles 6.14 pm
Thurs 5  1st day Sukkot -  light candles after 7.18 pm
Wed 11  Eve Shemini Atzeret -  light candles 5.58 pm
Thurs 12   Eve Simchat Torah -  light candles after 7.03 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle.

JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON
The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, 
HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

During the High Holy Days, please check with the activity organisers 
regarding scheduling. Conflicts with High Holy Days may result in 
cancellations. 
Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel 

Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 ¢ Afternoon Club 
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 

 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 ¢ Torah & Tea 
at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. 

Chabad House 01273 321919
 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday 

esther@ajr.co.uk

Tuesdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 

 
 ¢ Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. Tel: 

 ¢ Chutzpah Choir Yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 

or tel. Betty on 01273 474795
 ¢ Israeli Dancing  

Wednesdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community

Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650
 ¢ Hove Hebrew Congregation 

Holland Road, Hove, Tel: 01273 732035

Thursdays
 ¢ Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) at Montessori Nursery from 

11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging environment, 
healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music time!

 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club  
 Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 ¢ JACS 

 ¢ Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 

  

 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat 

Hove
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community 

Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650 

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22, Susans 

 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community 

Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650
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SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES - NOVEMBER
In  Light candles Out  Havdalah

What’s on: November 2017
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –   
IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
Contact the Communal Diary  
before planning your events 

info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIVITIES - NOVEMBER 2017

EVENTS IN N0VEMBER   
      Wednesday 1
 ¢ Sussex Jewish Representative Council AGM 8.15 pm at Ralli Hall, 

Denmark Villas, Hove. 
 
Tuesday 7 

 ¢ Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the December 
2017 issue. Send your articles, thoughts, photos and 
announcements to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@
sjn.org 
 
Sunday 12    

 ¢ AJEX Memorial/Remembrance Service hosted by BHPS 4.30 – 
6.30 pm at 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove 
 
Tuesday 14 

 ¢ Dr Gerald Adler will be speaking on The Balfour Declaration, as 
a Historic Act of Statesmanship and its Consequential Problems 

Avenue, Hove at 1.45 pm 
 
Sunday 19

 ¢ Helping Hands Mitzvah Day 
 
Saturday 25 – Sunday 26    

 ¢ ‘The Great Movie Ride’ by Top Hat Productions with at Ralli Hall, 
Denmark Villas, Hove. 7.30 pm. Tickets from Laura on 01273 
722173. £10 per person, £6 for under-12s 
 
Tuesday 28    

 ¢ Jewish Historical Society of England with guest speaker 
Nadia Valman on 19th Century Jewish Literature at Ralli 
Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove commencing 7.45 pm. Annual 
subscription £40. Season ticket for 6 lectures £20. Visitors 
single lectures £5. Refreshments. Contact: amcrook.321@
gmail.com or ring 01273 776539 or g.gould915@btinternet.
com or ring 01273 419412

NOTABLE DATES
Sun 19 – Helping Hands Mitzvah Day

Please note that our next issue will be in 
December. The deadline date for your 

announcements, news, views, articles, photos, 
adverts, etc., is 7th November.

Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel 

Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 ¢ Afternoon Club 
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 

 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 ¢ Torah & Tea 
at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. 

Chabad House 01273 321919
 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday 

esther@ajr.co.uk

Tuesdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 

 
 ¢ Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. Tel: 

 ¢ Chutzpah Choir Yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 

or tel. Betty on 01273 474795
 ¢ Israeli Dancing  

Wednesdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community

Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650
 ¢ Hove Hebrew Congregation 

Holland Road, Hove, Tel: 01273 732035

Thursdays
 ¢ Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) at Montessori Nursery from 

11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging environment, 
healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music time!

 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club  
 Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 ¢ JACS 

 ¢ Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 

  

 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat 

Hove
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community 

Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650 

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22, Susans 

 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community 

Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650
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