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Pause for thought 
by Dr Joe Rubin
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SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, 
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the start of each month, SJN is run entirely by 
volunteers for reporting, editing and circulating 
each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

When to the sessions of our silent thought we summon up 
Remembrance of Things Past... These words, slightly adapted 
from a Shakespeare sonnet, highlight Rosh Hashanah as the 
Day of Remembrance, Yom Hazachoron.  

We are all creatures of the past, and of everything that 
precedes us. And yet it is difficult to recall events of imperfect 
acquaintance, matters of history or other, not experienced 
or learned, let alone remembered. They do not linger in the 
memory if not directly or indirectly experienced.  

People younger than ourselves cannot 
be expected to remember what the 
old knew and wished they could 
forget. For several years after the 
1939-1945 War, Holocaust survivors 
were too traumatised to recount their 
devastating experience. Slowly the 
scale of the Destruction of European 
Jewry became known. Young adults 
ceased to say, “It was before my time”. Subsequent historical 
events, and genocide in Bosnia, Rwanda, Nigeria and 
elsewhere changed their perception. In the words of Stephen 
Spielberg, “The Holocaust Is Contemporary History”.

There is, in the Torah, a Sedra for one of the weeks before 
Rosh Hashanah, Deuteronomy XXVI Ki Thova, which warns 
us not to forget.

Remembrance is all - the past merges into the present and 
is the indicator of our future hopes and dreams. Knowledge 
of history is more easily obtained in modern times through 
better education, travel, and the internet. There are very many 
sources available for reference.

The first volume of Simon Schama’s book, The Story of the 
Jews, was published in 2013 and coincided with the five BBC 
broadcasts on TV, of the DVD version of the two volumes. 
Interestingly, the first volume is sub-titled Finding the Words 

1000 BCE - 1492: the second volume, 
When Words Fail - 1492 to the Present 
Day.

All the horror, suffering, destruction and 
carnage of wars begin when words fail, 
and continue again and again in our 
lifetime, ending with finding the words 
for peaceful coexistence once more. 
This lasts as long as the words are 

remembered and honoured. As George Santayana (1863-
1952) said, “Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to relive it”. 

Instead of despair for the future, we are required to renew our 
trust and faith. Daylight follows the darkest night.

The past merges into the 
present and is the indicator 

of our future hopes and 
dreams

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 7 SEPTEMBER 2017
Email address for submissions and correspondence:   

sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
•	 are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
•	 accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•							welcome	readers’	contributions	but	reserve	the	right	to	edit,	cut,	decline	
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.
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PO Box 2178 • Hove BN3 3SZ
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Sussex and the City

Your News
Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Roy Davis (August), Mike Flashman, Norman 
Grant, Michael Phillips, Daniel Salbstein and all who have 
special birthdays this month.

Weddings
Mazel tov to Hannah Smith and 
Joseph Lavi on their wedding in 
Israel. 

Special Anniversaries
•  Susan & Peter Bloom, Hilary & 

Michael Miller, Stephani & William 
Neville, Alisa & Dennis Shulster, 
Beryl & Arthur Thei and all who 
are celebrating special  
anniversaries this month

•  Mazel tov to Brighton & Hove  
Reform Synagogue on their  
Golden (50th) Anniversary

•  Mazel tov to Rita and Ronnie Mitchell on the celebration of 
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary. They were married at 
Egerton Road Synagogue, Stamford Hill on 1 September 
1957.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleima to all who are unwell or in hospital 
at the present time.

Deaths 
We wish Long Life to
•  Michelle Kay and family on the death of her mother, Helena 

Smith z’l
• Malcolm Sharpe on the death of his wife Elizabeth z’l
• Rabbi Vivian Silverman on the death of his brother in Israel

Stonesettings 
The memorial stone in loving memory of Ronald Brown z’l will 
be consecrated on 26 September at 2.30 pm at Meadowview 
Jewish Cemetery, Brighton.
The memorial stone in loving memory of Jack Simons will be 
consecrated at Meadowview Jewish Cemetery on Sunday 1 
October at 2.00 pm.

Letter to the Editor
When I heard we were going to have, for our Holland Road 
Shul, a new Rabbi who also was an Opera singer, I, rather 
cynically, thought: the least we will have will be songs.

Well! We have got more than a great singer! We have a 
young, modern, learned, dynamic Rabbi full of enthusiasm 
and good ideas for our congregation. Thanks to him, going 
to Shul has become a pleasure.

His sermons, always relate to the sedra of the week, apart 
from teaching us something new, leave us with something 
to think about. That is how I have always thought sermons 
should be.

Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer’s charm, warmth and 
personality, have endeared him to many in the short time 
he has been with us.

He studied in prominent Yeshivot in Yerushalayim, at the 
London College of Music and at The Royal College of 
Music, Manchester. He has worked as a Baritone Soloist 
with the New Israel Opera and the Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra among others. He has worked as a Medical 
clown in Israel, possesses a Private Pilot Licence and a 
Diploma in Hypnotherapy. What else do you want of a 
Rabbi? 

Support him and get to know him. Come to our services. 
You will gain a lot. But beware! You might become a 
synagogue addict.

Simon Hatchwell

We all came back from our weekend away in Eastbourne very 
happy, tired and carrying a few extra pounds in weight. We 
were very lucky with the weather this time and, as we always 
say, we had an amazing time: every time we go it is more 
enjoyable than the last.
We are holding a Card Afternoon on October 15th. This 
is always enjoyed by Bridge and Kalooki players and our 
Rummikub players will also be joining us. Lovely tea with 
sandwiches and cakes will be provided by our amazing 
volunteers. Tickets are now on sale at £10 per ticket and 
available from the Lunch Club: 01273 739999 or Alan: 01273 
416335.
We have had a few special Birthdays recently and would like 
to wish both Roy Davies and Michael Flashman a very happy 
birthday. We love having you as volunteers you are both 
great assets to the Lunch Club. Our members particularly like 
chatting with Roy and we are grateful for what you all do for us.
We have been invited to Hyman Fine for a BBQ which is always 
very enjoyable.
We are still looking for a couple of volunteers on Tuesday 
afternoons and Thursday mornings. Volunteering for the Lunch 
Club is really special - all our members are so much fun and 
without volunteers we cannot run this very successful facility in 
the community.  
Please remember if you would like to have a nice kosher meal 
in a welcoming and friendly atmosphere we would love to see 
you at The Lunch and Social Club.
Wishing all our volunteers, members and the community a very 
happy, healthy and prosperous new year.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 
by Jacquie Tichauer

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
There will be a combined OCTOBER/NOVEMBER issue of Sussex 
Jewish News as the High Holy Days fall at the end of September and 
beginning of October, leaving your SJN board no time to compile a 

separate November issue.

PLEASE ENSURE that ALL your October and November dates, 
events, personal announcements and articles are with us by 7 
SEPTEMBER so that they can be included in this edition.
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Sussex and the City

Torah Montessori Nursery Graduation
by David Shinegold

In July, I had the privilege and 
pleasure of joining parents and 
grandparents at Torah Montessori 
Nursery for the latest graduation 
celebration of those children who are 
leaving to start school in September.

It was a privilege because the 
graduation provided us with an 
opportunity to see at first hand the 
aspirations and achievements that 
each child accomplished during 
their time at the nursery. It was a 
pleasure because we could see the 
unequivocal mutual love and respect 
between the staff and the children. 
The warmth that this generated was 

clearly felt by everyone in the room.

The importance of nursery education in laying the foundations for 
a child’s future development and education is being increasingly 
recognised and is reflected in the Government’s policy to increase the 
funding available from fifteen to thirty hours. It is also reflected in the 
increase in standards of care demanded by Ofsted inspectors.

One only needs to see the esteem in which the nursery is held by 
Brighton and Hove Council to realise what a jewel we have in our 
community:

•  a quality nursery like no other, where children are genuinely loved 
and nurtured and their needs come first;

•  high ratios of inspirational skilled staff with more than 50 years’ 
experience between them;

•  an amazing treasure trove of more than 100 stimulating activities to 
choose from at any one time;

•  beautiful outdoors surrounded by mature trees with plenty of fun 
opportunities;

•  a warm, friendly, family atmosphere were values for life are taught, 
implemented and celebrated daily to bring out the best in each 
child. We partner with parents forming incredibly supportive 
relationships; and

•  outstanding 
Montessori which 
incorporates 
the Early Years 
Foundation 
Stage and 
Jewish values. 
All are welcome. 
(Brighton & Hove 
Council Family 
Service Directory).

In her opening speech Penina Efune compared a child to a precious 
seed and just as it needs, sunshine, good soil and water, so the 
children at this nursery have been given, warmth and love (sunshine), 
a real quality environment to grow (good soil) and a positive identity, 
knowledge and experiences of their rich Jewish heritage (water).

With that she launched the nursery’s new strap line that Torah 
Montessori Nursery stands for, Tomorrow Matters Now! By investing 
our young seeds today, we will produce our future strong trees and 
pillars of the community.

Much of the children’s work was on display and we were amazed 
at how much of the world the children had been learning about in 
their topic Children Like Us, including Somalia, Jamaica and Matariki 
in New Zealand. It was heart-warming to hear one of the leavers 
wistfully ask their mum, if he could “put back the calendar so that I 
can start at Torah Nursery again”.

After all the presentations and some emotional speeches, the 
children, staff and parents joined together in the garden to enjoy a 
delicious picnic, prepared by Mrs Stark, who has been preparing 
lunches there for nearly thirty years.

Having been involved in social care and education for fifty years, I 
can truly appreciate how hard Penina and her staff work to achieve 
an environment that meets the children’s emotional, physical and 
educational needs to the highest possible standards. Torah Nursery 
is one of our community’s valued resources, of which we should all 
feel justifiably proud. It is therefore no surprise that the latest Ofsted 
report rates the nursery as Outstanding. 

Jewish Historical Society of England – Sussex Branch  
Programme 2017-8
24 October 2017 
Speaker: Barry Kleinberg (London School of Jewish Studies)  
‘American Jewish History 1790-1914’

28 November 2017 
Speaker: Nadia Valman (Queen Mary University, London) 
‘19th century Jewish Literature’

30 January 2018 
Speakers: Gordon Franks, Rabbi Hershel Rader 
‘Israel Samuel’

27 February 2018  
Speaker: David Jünger (University of Sussex) 
‘Beyond flight and rescue. Emigration planning of German Jews 
1933-1938’

20 March 2018  
Speaker: Maureen Kendler (London School of Jewish Studies) 
‘Israel Zangwill: the Jew, the Englishman and the space between’

24 April 2018 
Speaker: Vanessa Freedman (University College, London) 
‘Sir Moses Montefiore – Honoured and Venerable Sir’

All meetings are held on Tuesdays at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, 
Hove, commencing at 7.45 pm. Lectures are followed by questions, 
discussion and light refreshments.

There is no charge for students or members.  The charge for visitors 
is now £5, a small increase from the £4 which the branch has 
charged for many years.  The increase will help us cover increased 
costs, such as room hire at Ralli Hall, refreshments and speakers’ 
expenses.

However, this year, we are introducing a season ticket for our 
programme of six lectures, which is available for £20, a substantial 
saving if you are a regular attender, but do not feel that you wish to 
pay a full subscription to JHSE of £40.

Members of JHSE are entitled to a free copy of the latest Jewish 
Historical Studies, free access to online resources and associate 
members of the UCL Library in London. In addition, they receive 
the JHSE Newsletter, special offers on books for sale and pay less 
to attend lectures and other public events. For details of JHSE 
membership, please visit jhse.org.

More information can be obtained from Michael Crook by email at 
amcrook321@gmail.com or by ringing 01273 776539, or Godfrey 
Gould by email at g.gould915@btinternet.com or ringing 01273 
419412.
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We have been aware for some time of the 
need to raise the profile of Helping Hands, 
as the demographics of the Brighton & 
Hove community are continually changing. 
Not only have new people moved to the 
area who may not be aware of the support 
that Helping Hands can offer, but there 
are also sections of the community who 

are unaffiliated to any synagogue or Jewish organisations. 
These people tend to be referred to us by outside agencies, 
yet we want to proactively identify and reach them wherever 
possible.
How can we do this better? We have decided to start our 
campaign by putting together a ‘travelling exhibition’ about 
Helping Hands, with all the information we think people will 
need. This exhibition is about who we are, what we do and 
how approachable we are if someone needs some support. 

We are in 
the process 
of planning 
several 
initiatives to 
help raise 
our profile 
further 
within our 
community. 
It is pretty 
clear that 
social 
isolation 
affects all 

communities and we must aim to work together to combat 
this problem. For example, we hope to be able to do this by 
promoting Helping Hands at interfaith group activities, so we 
can learn from them and support one another. 

What have been up to over the last year? In addition to all 
the weekly and other regular support to our clients through 
help with shopping, home issues, hospital appointments, teas 
and all sorts of other personalised assistance, here are some 
highlights and milestones:
Having so successfully raised funds for a new bus last year, 
we had a drive (sorry!) in autumn for more volunteer bus 
drivers to enable those of our guests who rely on the bus, 
to attend the regular teas in the Ajex Hall. This was our own 
Kol Nidre non-pecuniary appeal. We’d still like anyone else 
to come forward to join our small but wonderful team of 
volunteer drivers of the lovely, still ‘nearly new’ vehicle. 
For Mitzvah Day last year, over fifteen Helping Hands 
volunteers took part and dropped in specially designed 
‘Know my Neighbour’ postcards to over 30 of our clients. The 
idea was to match people living as nearby as possible, if not 
actual neighbours, and ask if they needed any help or would 
like us to pop in for a chat over a cuppa. The idea is to offer 
more general assistance or company over and above the core 
Helping Hands’ support. I have enjoyed doing this together 
with a lady living ten minutes walk away from me. We do this 
fairly regularly without being on a fixed basis so we can fit it in 
even though I am working full-time and commuting.
We had a plug for and gave appreciation to David Schaverien 
and all the donors’ efforts to raise money for Helping Hands 
through box collections. We reckon to date that almost 
£1,500 has been raised by David and the generous band 
of Helping Hands box collection donors. We’d love more 
people to take part by asking David for their very own Helping 
Hands’ collection box. Contact him directly on 01273 779001 
or at theshav@uwclub.net.
Finally, we’ve just gone through an important exercise with 
our volunteers by undertaking their up to date criminal 
records vetting through the national Disclosure and Barring 
Service. This is to meet best practice charity standards and 
most importantly for providing safeguarding assurance to our 
clients and families.

The Film Club has been a welcome 
addition to the regular Jewish-
related activities available in our local 
community centre at Ralli Hall, and has 
been particularly successful in bringing 
in some unaffiliated Jewish people as 
well as some non-Jewish people who 
are interested in Jewish culture. 

It was started and led by Jackie Fuller 
nearly 7 years ago, and after a very successful ‘run’, she has 
decided to step down as co-ordinator later this year, so a new 
team is being sought to keep the club going that attracts a 
regular attendance in the region of 40 people.  

It would be a pity if the club didn’t continue, so please think 
about whether you might have the organising skills needed to 
take over as co-ordinator, to share it alongside a good friend, 
or even just as a helper, from 2018. The club runs throughout 
the year, every 6 weeks or so on a Sunday night in our 
beautiful Main Hall with refreshments and good company. 

If you would like to discuss what is involved, or think you 
might know someone who can help, please contact me in the 
first instance for an informal chat or further information:

Maxine Gordon, Centre Manager

Telephone: 01273 202254 

Email: rallihallcentre@gmail.com

Helping Hands
by Jason Lever

Ralli Hall - The Film Club

01273 747722
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A Desperate Cry for Help
by Bernard Swithern

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams

I would like to share with you someone else’s story. It is 
a story about the depths of despair and helplessness 
to which people can sink. It is ultimately a reflection on 
the importance of Community and the strengths of our 
community.

This story relates to three e-mail messages.

Message One. Saturday. Received from a subscriber to 
Sussex Jewish News. 

“Feeling horribly low this morning after crying for days. 
Serendipity led me to think of opening the August issue 
of SJN which had been in my inbox, unopened due to the 
stressful time of late. It was just what I needed.”

The sender wondered if he could get himself out of the 
house, whether there would be a spare place at the 
tea and whether he could avoid crying if he did go. He 
mentioned that he had booked an appointment with his 
GP to obtain anti-depressants to “get through the winter”. 
He alluded to financial problems and to long-term health 
and mobility issues. He reflected upon which of the 
different synagogues listed in the Sussex Jewish News 
might be able to help him in his hour of need.

Upon receipt of the message I telephoned Helping Hands 
and e-mailed their contact details to the gentleman.

Message Two. Response from the gentleman. Apologies 
for troubling me the night before. Mentioned feeling 
calmer. Explained that he had reservations about 
attending the Helping Hands tea because he was shy and 
embarrassed about his medical condition, but that he 
would attend.

My mind spent the rest of the day empathising with the 
sender of the e-mails and in gratitude for my own good 
fortune.

Message Three. Sunday 17.39. Wonderful news. He had 
just arrived home from the afternoon tea, had spoken with 
several people, whom he hoped to meet again at the next 
tea party. He loved the piano music and the sing-along. “It 
has done me the world of good to have been out, to have 
seen the sea and to have met friendly people.”

The elation that I felt lasted the whole of that day. It was 
accompanied by an acute awareness of the loneliness 
and insecurity of others. It made me proud of the strength 
of our community and in particular of two essential 
organisations: of Sussex Jewish News and Helping Hands.

We are continuing to be asked to host community 
meetings at Ralli Hall, possibly because we are considered 
to be neutral territory by all parts of the local Jewish 
community. For many years, at least since I became the 
Hon. Chairman of B&HJCF in 1990, we have done our 
best to distance ourselves from the politics of the various 
congregations and have welcomed and invited members, 
including the Boards and Rabbis, to meet together at our 
Jewish Centre. This has been a most successful policy, 
after we endured the traumatic start of my stint as the 
Hon. Chairman, which included a serious outbreak of dry 
rot and the discovery that we were flat broke required us 
to close the doors and sack the staff, before a number 
of kind and generous members of our community helped 
us to make a new start with a super benefit, we invited 
representatives from all four congregations to meet with us 
at Ralli Hall and advise us how we could move forward. 

We held a most helpful meeting at the time, and all four 
congregations were represented, with the unanimous 
recommendation that we should concentrate our efforts 
on using room lets as our means of funding the running 
of the Jewish Centre at Ralli Hall. We have done this ever 
since, making sure that, whenever possible, the use of the 
building for community activities has taken precedence 
over its use for non-community activities. As you have no 
doubt seen, bit by bit the facilities at Ralli Hall have been 
updated and improved, an on-going process, with further 
plans in the offing for our Great Hall, as soon as funds 
permit.

Turning back to community meetings, a great many of 
you will have recently been made aware of a meeting due 
to be held on 13 September at Ralli Hall, comprising a 
“Consultation Evening for the Revitalising of New Church 
Road”. I believe that the proposals, as set out in the 
document recently sent out to all facets of the community, 
can only enhance the facilities available to our community, 
whatever the flavour of Judaism, and we are very happy 
for the meeting to be held here. I sincerely hope that, not 
only the meeting, but also the whole project, is successful, 
and I would mention that the Bloom family backing 
the project, via the Bloom Foundation, was also most 
generous to the Jewish Centre at Ralli Hall in our time of 
need, back in 1990.

In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

Sussex and the City

Brighton and Hove Jewish 
Housing Association

Will shortly have a vacancy in Central Hove for 
a one bedroom flat.

Affordable rent includes:
central heating and constant hot water,  

use of garden.
Please telephone 07716 114012 or email: 

bahjha@gmail.com for an application form.



8 9

issue 278 | sePTeMBeR 2017
All photos courtesy of Melanie Seligman

Sussex and the City

The highlight of this past month was our hosting at The 
Dyke Golf Club and winning the prestigious Southern 
Provincial golf tournament organised by the Association of 
Jewish Golf Clubs and Societies. Our team of eight fought 
off the challenge of eight other Jewish golf clubs and golf 
societies on a very hot day and Ian Shuster just missed 
the singles trophy by one point.

We also sent a team of six to play in the Association’s 
Seniors Golf Tournament held at Whitefield Golf Club 
in Manchester, a predominately Jewish club. This is an 
annual tournament contested by sixteen Jewish golf clubs 
and golf societies, but in spite of some very creditable 
scores, we did not win any trophies this time.

Our meeting on 9 August was at the links course 
at Littlehampton, the only golf course in Sussex 
that replicates the testing conditions of the Open 
Championship. Our members turned out in force for this 
popular annual meeting, only to be greeted by torrential 
rain. We duly rearranged the meeting for October.

September will be a less busy month for us, with the 
number of golfing days restricted by the Yom Tovim. 
However, we are looking forward to our meeting on 7 
September at Cuddington Golf Club in Banstead, where 
we are playing for the first time. It’s always good to test 
our golfing skills at new courses and we expect another 
large turnout from our members.

We are looking for new members to join us, both male and 
female, accomplished golfers or beginners, young or not 
so young. For more information please contact our Hon 
Secretary Ashley Woolfe at: ashley@sportscastnet.com

For now, the next JACS meeting is on 7 September 
when we hope to have our special quiz.  There will be 
no meeting in October because of the High Holy Days. 
If anyone would like to go to the four-night holiday in 
Eastbourne, organised by JACS, starting on (I think) 
Sunday 3 December, they should contact Janet 
Greenwood. A £50 deposit should be sent with their 
application, which will be refundable should there be 
insufficient space. Telephone me (01273 775461) for 
further details of JACS. The meetings are at 2.00 pm sharp 
and it costs £3.00 for the afternoon of the first Thursday of 
the month, at Ralli Hall, including tea and biscuits. If you 
go for the day and have lunch at Ralli Hall (which costs 
£10) this will include the JACS meeting if you wish to 
attend.

We are still looking for volunteers to take on some 
responsibility for organising the JACS meetings, now a 
much simpler job as we have meetings only once a month. 
Surely there must be some retired lady or gentleman who 
can help Moss (our treasurer) and me with organising 
stimulating meetings at least once a month for those 
elderly people in the community who much appreciate 
them. And if you can suggest speakers, please let me 
know or put them in touch with me. Our meetings in the 
last few months have included a talk about the Eastbourne 
Tennis Club and its role in the wider tennis world, Phil 
Grabsky’s marvellous film on the recent Manet exhibition 
and the life of Carole Todd, a West End and cruise ship 
dancer and choreographer-director.

Sussex Jewish Golfing Society
by Richard Simmons 

JACS at Ralli Hall
by Shirley Jaffe Important message 

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021

• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226

•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  helping-hands@helping-hands.org

•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 
info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association. bahjha@googlemail.com

•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim project  
01273 737223

•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform.  (Sue Rosenfield)  
01273 735343

•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall. Various communal activities. 
 01273 202254  or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Looking at which movies the Sussex 
Jewish Film Club showed in the earlier 
part of this year, it seems that mostly 
they were on the more serious side and 
we don’t seem to have had a comedy 
for some time. So, let’s go for something 
on the lighter side for our September 
offering! The date will be Sunday 17 
September at the usual time of 7.00 for 
7.30 pm at Ralli Hall.

The film is called Hunting Elephants (Latzoud Pilim). It’s an 
Israel/USA collaboration made in 2013 and is 107 minutes 
long. The dialogue is in Hebrew and English, with English 
subtitles. Set in Jerusalem, a bullied teenager befriends his 
grandfather and long-lost uncle from England (played by 
Patrick Stewart). Soon they decide to solve their financial 
problems by robbing a bank. The film is just a bit of fun – not 
to be taken too seriously. And by the way, it doesn’t really 
have anything to do with hunting elephants, which is just a 
quote from something one of the characters says during the 
course of the story.

So, do come along and have a laugh on 17 September. We 
only ask for a small donation on the door (free for Ralli Hall 
members and full-time students).

This will be the last regular film showing under the 
coordination of Jackie Fuller and Ralli Hall are still looking 
for someone to take over her role, probably as from 2018, to 
allow time for planning with a new team. Please see the Ralli 
Hall Film Club item on Page 7 for details.

Thank you to Jackie Fuller
by Doris Levinson

We cannot let this era go unnoticed or unmarked – seven 
years of dedication by our inspirational guide and mentor 
Jackie Fuller, who has done an immense service to our 
Jewish and non-Jewish community by leading a small team 
of advisors and helpers for the much- appreciated Sussex 
Jewish Film Club. The majority of the films have been greatly 
enjoyed, which has encouraged more and more people to 
attend the Sunday evening screenings. There is a huge list of 
people who have come along to enjoy the films and who will 
all be so disappointed if the Club does not continue. Many 
friendships have been made through the Club and it has 
proved to be one of the great community successes at Ralli 
Hall.

Jackie, the ultimate organiser, planner and inspirational 
guiding light of the Sussex Jewish Film Club deserves the 
greatest accolade in creating a regular event that will be very 
much missed, now that she has decided to step down.  The 
Film Club desperately needs a new coordinator or team of 
coordinators – and certainly the existing team will be happy 
to assist anyone who will step up to take on the role. It is 
interesting and fun and anyone taking over will find a lot of 
satisfaction in continuing to run a successful regular event for 
our cross-communal community who love to come and watch 
the films at Ralli Hall. 

Have you got Chutzpah?
by Betty Skolnick

You don’t need chutzpah to join the Chutzpah Choir. You 
don’t need to know Yiddish. You don’t even need to be 
Jewish. What you do need is enthusiasm, reliability and the 
desire to sing joyously. 

The music is more varied than you may think. Here are some 
examples:

•  Shprayz Ikh Mir (To the Fair) is an adaptation of a Gypsy 
song; 

•  Volt Ikh Gehat Koyekh is adapted from a Chassidic tune and 
is a powerful call for peace; 

•  Kh’bin Geforn Keyn Ades (I went to Odessa) is about a guy 
with lousy luck who loses his trousers by the end of the 
song; 

•  Yisrolik is the story of a young street vendor in the Vilna 
ghetto; 

• Papir is dokh vays is a love song. 

And most recently Polina has arranged Der Leiermann (The 
Hurdy-Gurdy Man) from Schubert’s Winterreise, which was 
translated into Yiddish at the beginning of the last century, for 
the choir. This is just a small selection of the music we sing.

Come along for a taster and see if the Chutzpah Choir is for 
you. We meet at the Progressive Synagogue on Lansdowne 
Road on most Tuesdays between 11am and 1pm, with a 
break for refreshments. Our first session this autumn is on 
September 5th. A taster session costs £5. Members pay for a 
block of sessions based on £7 per session.

If you would like more information contact Betty at 
chutzpahchoir@gmail.com or go to www.polinashepherd.
co.uk/choirs/chutzpah. We look forward to welcoming you!

Hunting Elephants
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Wishing all our customers a Happy New Year

Review by Stephanie Megitt

From the moment we started to walk up the path 
between the Minerva and Festival Theatres, hearing the 
unmistakeable sound of violin-playing, Klezmer style, we 
were transported into Sholem Aleichem’s world of the 19th 
century shtetls and pogroms in Eastern Europe. Where 
was the music coming from? We looked all around us and 
finally, up to the bright blue sky, and there was the violinist, 
on the Festival Theatre roof. What an inspired beginning 
to a glorious evening of musical theatre. We were ‘in the 
zone’.

Always, when I watch this magnificent show, I am filled 
with thoughts of my beloved maternal grandmother, (z’l) 
who hid from the murderous Cossacks in water in the 
forest outside Vilnius. This is a production which should, 
and did, bring one to tears of laughter and sorrow.

How is it possible that Omid Djalili, a Bahá’í Iranian 
stand-up comic, could totally inhabit the role of Tevye? 
Somehow, he did just that, giving a spot-on performance. 
Moreover, purists might say that he is not a trained singer, 
but he made a good fist of it in that regard. His comic 
genius and acting ability in extracting every ounce of 
humour out of the magnificent lines more than made up 
for any possible shortfalls in musicality. 

Tracey-Ann Oberman was Golde to the core, giving an 
understated and highly natural interpretation of the role, 

which was a 
part clearly 
made for 
her. (Re 
her article 
in the JC, 
her ‘Bobby’ 
would have 
been so 
proud of 
her.)

The ensemble cast delighted us in the main, giving 
accomplished dance performances, although I was a 
little disappointed not to see a proper, full ‘Kazatski’ as 
shown to me by my dear grandfather (z’l). A couple of the 
supporting actors may have lacked a little in authenticity; 
“No, a Rabbi would NOT have worn that sort of kippah!” 
whispered my husband... But for us and our theatre-loving 
and discerning friends, details did not detract from the 
overall experience. 

The show was lovingly and beautifully directed, right from 
the opening set-piece, “Tradition”, which set the scene 
magnificently. The violinist and the rest of the orchestra 
were note-perfect. On occasion the ingeniously simple 
set sprang to life in spectacular fashion, as in the dream 
scene, a true highlight with its use of special effects, 
including a ring of fire round the stage. The run was 
extended but only until 2nd September, too late for some 
of our readers. For that reason, and mainly because it 
would be well-deserved, let us hope this production is 
taken to the London stage.

All in all, what marvellous joie de vivre, served up with 
more than a hint of tragedy, which drew gentle parallels 
with the displaced peoples of today’s world, surely proving 
the universal appeal of Fiddler on The Roof. And there was 
a well-deserved standing ovation on Press night - well 
done Chichester, once again you have served up a treat. 

Photos by Johan Persson, courtesy Chichester Festival 
Theatre

Fiddler On The Roof
Festival Theatre, Chichester
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September of this year marks exactly forty years since I 
first took up my role as a Rabbi in the Brighton & Hove 
Jewish community.

I had been interviewed the previous January whilst on a 
fleeting visit from my native South Africa and was offered 
the position of Rabbi at the Progressive Synagogue. The 
interview had been at the home of Sydney and Dorrie 
Lovegrove. Sadly, Sydney passed away a few months 
later, so it was under the lay leadership of Ivan Maykels 
that I assumed office. When I arrived at Heathrow, I was 
met by Henry Cushman and Denis Davis, neither of whom 
I had remembered from my interview! They deposited me 
at the then Hillel House in Harrington Road, Preston Park, 
where a room had been reserved for me whilst I sorted out 
more permanent accommodation.

However, that arrangement proved to be a master stroke, 
as immediately it placed me firmly within the community. 
For the next few months I was not just the new Rabbi 
of the Progressive congregation but was also effectively 
honorary chaplain to the students at Hillel: With the 
agreement of the likes of Herzl and Ruth Sless and Julius 
and Myrna Carlebach, the chief motivators behind Hillel 
at the time, I would deal with matters as they cropped 
up for the students and, indeed, long after I had found 
my own accommodation, preside at Shabbat meals in 

particular. Through this, together with the student Shaliach 
or emissary from Israel, I started going onto the campus of 
the University of Sussex. The Jewish students were having 
to cope with major problems, not least having to defend 
Israel against a cacophony of virulent opposition. I sat with 
them at Hillel going through strategies, as well as teaching 
them how to speak up for Judaism and Zionism.

I mentioned that at the time there was a student Shaliach 
from Israel. There was also a series of Shlichim working 
with the community based at Ralli Hall. Indeed, Ralli Hall 
was a veritable hive of activity, having been opened as 
a Jewish Centre just a year before. Not only were there 
activities there for the elderly -  all ages were catered for. 
Well do I remember the various youth and sporting events 
taking place there; one highlight being a Chanukah quiz, 
organised by Shaliach Shimon Ben Aryeh, which was won 
by my pupils from the Progressive Synagogue - much to 
my pride and joy! Ralli Hall was truly a centre for many and 
varied cross-communal events, including a weekly highly 
stimulating programme of talks and discussions supported 
by the JIA (Joint Israel Appeal). The JIA was one of two 
highly active and visible committees which attracted not 
just speakers from London and abroad, but served as a 
major unifying factor between the congregations.

The JIA would regularly hold its annual dinner at the Hotel 
Metropole with Harold Wilson, Shimon Peres, Yitzchak 
Rabin and others of that ilk being the guests of honour, 
testament not only of the strength of Brighton on the 
Jewish scene at that time, but also of the role played 
by Leon Tamman. However, perhaps nothing captured 
the spirit of the time better than a public meeting, held 
in the New Synagogue sanctuary itself with Abba Eban, 
the former famed Israeli Foreign Minister as speaker, and 
Rabbi Fabricant sitting in the audience! Rabbi Fabricant 
had been a Forces Chaplain during the second World War 
and had officiated at the chuppot of both Eban and his 
brother-in-law General Chaim Herzog in Egypt.

Though less conspicuous but equally telling, a second 
communal committee was the Soviet Jewry committee. 
Again, this group worked cross-communally. Most 
meetings were held in the penthouse flat of Pauline and 
David Fifer in Eaton Manor (some would refer to that block 
then as Yidden Manor!), with David Spector presiding. 
David was a veritable fount of knowledge: not only was he 
chair of the Soviet Jewry group but he was the honorary 
historian of all things Jewish, especially pertaining to 
Brighton & Hove. Indeed, it was through him that I got my 
love of knowledge of Jewish Brighton & Hove, which some 
heard last year on the bus tours organised in conjunction 
with the anniversary of 250 years of Brighton Jewry.

The Soviet Jewry committee was involved in two major 
projects: Both were linked to Kharkov in the Ukraine with 
which our community was twinned. One was writing to the 
Soviet President, the British Prime Minister and not least 
to the poor refuseniks themselves - hoping that postcards 
written, often in the Montefiore Hall of the Progressive 

Forty Years On 
by Rabbi Charles Wallach
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synagogue under the watch of Cecily Woolf, would get 
through. The other was getting volunteers to actually 
spend a week in the Soviet Union, bringing much-needed 
gifts, books, jeans and other material to barter - items 
usually donated by members of the community. My wife 
Marilyn went three times, others like Sandra Barnett, 
Wendy Lovegrove and myself went once each, not only 
giving succour but hopefully helping in the cumulative 
effort towards the full free release of those Jews who 
wanted to leave. Years later, Marilyn and I were to meet in 
Israel some of the people we had visited in those tawdry 
apartments in Leningrad and Moscow.

I have further memories of those days: of that amazing 
first-ever live television service on the Sunday of Sukkot in 
1984, which emanated from the Progressive Synagogue; 
of the fiftieth anniversary weekend of BHPS a year 
later, where on the Friday evening we read from the 
Siddurim first used there in 1935; on Shabbat morning we 
celebrated the graduates of its Religion School over the 
years (we had in attendance amongst others then Member 
of Parliament Ivan Lawrence, Rabbi Charles Middleburgh, 
now Deputy Head of Leo Baeck College and other 
communal figures), while on the Sunday we acknowledged 
the Synagogue’s and indeed Brighton & Hove’s role in the 
wider community.

And let’s not stop there: Visits from youth choirs and 
orchestras from Israel, protesting in support of Israel and 
Soviet Jewry at party conferences and even, to return to 
Ralli Hall, the previous time that the Albion reached the 
dizzy heights of top level football, when David Seligman 
welcomed both manager and players to Ralli Hall on the 
afternoon following promotion, to a tumultuous reception 
by the community.

As many know, I left the Progressive Synagogue after 
a decade and had twenty fascinating years as Rabbi to 
communities abroad. However, Marilyn and I never quite 
severed our ties with Brighton & Hove and made regular 
visits. It was though by pure chance that I returned to 

serve this community again, becoming the Rabbi of the 
Reform Synagogue in January, 2008. Sadly, the vibrancy 
given by the likes of the Israeli Shlichim had gone, and 
with the lessening in numbers of the Jewish population, 
Ralli Hall has had to tailor what it offers. 

One further communal institution which I was introduced 
to forty years ago was the Home for the Aged. Then it was 
run by the community and it was a very proud Freddie 
Harrison who, as Chairman, showed me round. I would 
make regular visits to the Home then and so, on my return 
to office here, my visits continued. Even though it was 
now under Jewish Care’s jurisdiction, its place as a haven 
for the elderly remained. Indeed, it was because of my 
regular visits to the Home that the then director asked if, 
as the Reform Synagogue held its communal Seder on the 
second night, whether I would conduct their Seder on the 
first. So commenced a link which remains to this day, one 
whereby on most Shabbatot Marilyn and I try to ensure 
that Kiddush and Shabbat morning services take place. In 
this we are supported by David Pincus and others (Bernie 
and Jenny Goldberg having been involved regularly as 
well). We shall all continue for as long and as often as time 
and strength allow: but perhaps others too can feel so 
publicly spirited and motivated?

Time has moved on: sadly, many of those who featured 
are no more: but the glow of those events and their 
memories can continue to inspire.

RALLI HALL LUNCH  
& SOCIAL CLUB

PRESENTS
A BRIDGE & KALOOKI AFTERNOON

AT RALLI HALL DENMARK VILLAS HOVE
(£2 Parking Fee at Hove Railway Station on 

Sunday)
FRIENDLY COMPETITION – WITH PRIZES

ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 15th 2017  
AT 2.00PM

DONATION £10.00 INCLUDING TEA
TICKETS FROM

RALLI HALL OFFICE 01273 739999 or
ALAN  BURKE - 01273  416335

Features
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ABBOUDI Juju and family wish 
everyone a happy New Year and well 
over the fast. 
ABRAHAMS Roger and Irit wish 
Shana Tova to all of their family and 
friends.
BARNETT Sandra wishes family, 
Rabbonim and friends Shana Tova 
and well over the fast, may we have a 
happy, healthy and peaceful 5778.
BARNARD / SEIDEL Shana tova from 
Rachel, David, Moses and Gabriel.
BARSAM Claire and Sam wish our 
new Rabbi, our relatives and friends and 
all the Community a happy New Year.
BERKOWITZ-WERNER Nick, Linda, 
Jessye and Asher send greetings to 
all the Community for a “Shana Tova 
Umetukah”.
BLOOM Wendy and Ronnie wish their 
dear children, grandchildren, and all 
their friends a happy New Year and well 
over the fast.
BOOKER Beryl, John and Maurice 
wish family and friends a happy, healthy 
and safe New Year.
BOYASK Linda, Ross and Katy send 
our best wishes and wish a happy and 
healthy Shana Tova to all our friends.
BURKE Shirley and Alan would like 
to wish their family and friends a very 
happy and healthy New Year.
CAPLIN Alma wishes all the family 
and friends a very happy New Year and 
well over the fast. 
CARLEBACH Myrna sends best 
wishes to all her friends for a Shana shel 
Shalom and shalva.
CARLTON Sandra and Derek wish all 
their family and friends the healthiest 
and happiest of New Years.
COLLINS Jean wishes her family and 
all her friends a happy and healthy New 
Year.
CONN Anne sends Shana Tova to all 
family and friends.
CONWAY Susan, Jonathan and Simon 
wish family, friends and the whole 
Community a happy and healthy New 
Year and well over the fast.
COWAN Janet wishes all the 
Community a happy, healthy year 
ahead.

CROWN/LYONS/ANDERSEN Shana 
Tova from Jeremy, Saonie, Elizabeth, 
Ghila, Rich and Annalise. Wishing 
everyone a happy, healthy and peaceful 
5778.
CUDDIS Shan and David wish all our 
family and friends a very happy and 
healthy New Year and well over the 
fast.
DAVIS Angela and Joe wish all their 
family and friends a happy and healthy 
New Year.
DOCTORS Anthony and and Philip 
would like to wish everybody a very 
happy and healthy New Year and well 
over the fast.
DUKE-DOUKAKIS Norina and all the 
clan wish a happy and sweet New Year 
and well over the fast to all our family 
and friends.
EVANS Evelyn wishes her family and 
friends a very happy New Year in good 
health and peace.
FAULL Happy New Year to family and 
friends from Laura, Maurice, Matthew 
and Emily.
FELSENSTEIN Linda and Raymond 
wish their dear family, relatives and 
friends a healthy and happy New Year 
and well over the fast.
FERRIS Benita wishes her family and 
friends a happy New Year and well over 
the fast.
FISHER Marilyn wishes all her family 
and friends a very happy New Year and 
well over the fast.
FLASHMAN Roz and Michael wish 
their dear family and friends a very 
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year 
and well over the fast.
GABRIEL Judy and Bert wish Shana 
Tova to all the community and a 
healthy, happy and peaceful New Year.
GOODMAN/KORBY Debra and 
Michael, Charlotte, Nicholas and Leora 
and Samuel wish all their family and 
friends a happy and healthy New Year.
GORDON Ian and Barbara send love 
and best wishes for the coming year to 
friends and loved ones in Shoreham and 
Worthing and District.
GORDON Joan wishes all her family 
and friends a happy New Year and well 
over the fast.

GOULD Godfrey hopes all in our 
Jewish Community will be blessed with 
a healthy, contented and peaceful New 
Year.
GREEN Harry and Jan wish their 
friends and family a healthy New Year 
and well over the fast.
GREEN Sheila and Ruth wish everyone 
in the Community good health and 
happiness for the New Year.
GREENWOOD Janice wishes her 
children, grandchildren, family and 
friends a happy, healthy and peaceful 
year.
HARRIS Karen, Michael and Oliver 
wish all members of the Community a 
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year. 
Shana Tova.
HELPING HANDS wish our wonderful 
volunteers, clients, and the whole 
Community a good and sweet year. 
Shana Tova Umetukah. Thank you for 
all your support.
HILL Aileen and Barry together with 
their children and grandchildren wish 
friends and all the Community a happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year.
HOVE HEBREW CONGREGATION  
Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer together 
with the Chairman and Board of the 
Hove Hebrew Congregation wish their 
members as well as the wider Jewish 
community in Brighton, Hove and 
Sussex a healthy, happy and peaceful 
New Year and well over the Fast. Ketiva 
veChatima Tova.
IRWIN Judith wishes Shana Tova 
and good health to her dear friends in 
Brighton and beyond! 
ISAACS Barbara and Irvyn wish their 
family and friends, health, happiness 
and peace for the coming year. L’Shana 
Tova to all.
JAY Jean wishes her family and friends 
a happy and healthy New Year. 
JOSMAN Cecil wishes all his friends a 
very healthy and happy New Year and 
well over the fast.
KRAVETZ Sylvia and Arthur wish our 
family in New York and Israel together 
with our friends at Eastbourne Hebrew 
Congregation a happy, healthy and 
sweet New Year.

NEW YEAR GREETINGS 5778
THE SUSSEX JEWISH NEWS EDITORIAL TEAM THANK YOU ALL 

FOR SUPPORTING US DURING THE PAST YEAR, AND SEND 
OUR WARMEST GREETINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR
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LASKY Doreen and Malcolm together 
with their families would like to wish 
everyone a happy and healthy New 
Year.
LEVER Alan and family wish all the 
Community Shana Tova with health, 
peace and happiness.
LEVINE Lisa, Adam, Samuel, Daniel, 
Joshua and Joel wish their family and 
friends a happy and heathy New Year 
and well over the fast.
LEVINE Sydney and Cecile wish all 
their friends a happy and healthy New 
Year and well over the fast.
LEVINSON Doris wishes the 
Rabbonim, her family, friends and 
colleagues in the Community a happy 
and healthy New Year.
LIND Eleanor and Freddy wish the 
whole Community a healthy and happy 
New Year.
LUPER Renee wishes all her family and 
friends Shana Tova. May the New Year 
be a healthy and above all, a peaceful 
one for all. 
MAGRILL Marilyn wishes Shana 
Tova to her dear mother, children, 
grandchildren, family and friends.
MANN Lewis and family would like to 
wish all their friends a happy and a very 
healthy New Year.
MASON Hazel and Harry wish their 
children, family and friends a happy 
and healthy New Year and well over the 
fast.
MAY Irene, Ralph, Miriam and Zoe 
wish all our many SJN friends a happy, 
healthy and peaceful 5778.
MEDIPHARM LTD The Solomon 
family wish Shana Tova for 5778 
together with a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year.
MEGITT Stephanie and Brian wish 
their friends a healthy, happy and sweet 
New Year.
MELCHER The Melcher family wish 
their friends a happy and healthy New 
Year.
MILLER Pearl wishes the entire local 
Jewish Community, all Rabbonim and 
their families a healthy, happy year and 
well over the fast. 
MITCHELL Rita and Ronnie wish their 
children, grandchildren, great grandson, 
relatives and friends a very healthy, 
happy New Year and well over the fast.
MORDECAI Louise and Steve wish 
Shana Tova to family, friends and all 
the Community. May 5778 bring peace, 
health and happiness.
MORRIS Phillipa, Stephen and family 
would like to wish all their family and 
friends a Shana Tova and well over the 
fast. 

MOSS Pat and Roland wish their family 
and many friends a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year and well over the 
fast.
NOAH, LEVEY June and Adrian wish 
their good friends and the Community a 
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.
OPPENHEIMER Maggie and Arthur 
wish all their family and friends a very 
Happy New Year. 
PANTO Rosa and Stuart wish all their 
family and friends a healthy and happy 
New Year.
PANTOOCK Rosalind wishes a happy 
New Year and well over the fast to her 
relatives and friends locally.
PHILLIPS Michael and Penelope wish 
the Jewish Community a good and 
sweet New Year.
POSNER Liz wishes her family and 
friends a very happy and healthy New 
Year.
RENTS Renee wishes all family and 
friends a very happy New Year. 
RICH Gillian and Michael wish family 
and friends a very happy, healthy and 
peaceful New Year.
RICHARDS Jill and Ivor wish all 
family and friends, wherever they are, 
a year of good health, happiness and 
peace.
ROLAND Marianne and Bernard wish 
family and friends a happy, healthy and 
peaceful New Year.
ROSE David and Susan wish all family 
and friends a very happy and healthy 
New Year.
ROSE Shana Tova, Happy New Year 
to all, from Jack and Elaine, Adam 
and Eva, Mariamne and Dan and 
grandchildren Joseph and Max. 
ROSENFIELD Sue and Tony wish all 
their family and friends a happy, healthy 
and peaceful New Year – “Shana Tova”. 
RUBIN Brian and Sharon wish all our 
family and friends Shana Tova and well 
over the fast.
RUBIN Hazel and Joe send their 
best wishes for a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year and well over the 
fast. 
RUTHERFORD Sandra and Fiona wish 
their friends a happy and healthy New 
Year and well over the fast.
SHARPE Beryl & Mef wish their 
dear children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren and members of 
the community a healthy, happy and 
peaceful New Year.
SHELTON Fausta Fausta wishes the 
whole Community Shana Tova and the 
blessing of peace.

SILVER Bernice and Arthur wish Jason, 
Jeffrey, Roman and all their friends a 
most happy, healthy and trouble free 
Yom Tov and an easy fast.
SIMMONS Jean wishes Shana Tova to 
her dear friends and family.
SIMONS Ruth wishes the whole 
Community Shana Tova.
SOROKIN Gweni and Ivor send sincere 
good wishes for a joyous and healthy 
New Year to the whole Community.  
May we all enjoy life’s most precious 
blessings.
STANFORD Jeffrey, Lydia, Simon and 
Lisa wish friends, family and the entire 
Community a healthy and peaceful New 
Year. 
SUGARMAN Lucy wishes her dear 
family and friends a year filled with 
good health and happiness and a good 
fast.
SUSSEX JEWISH REPRESENTATIVE 
COUNCIL  The President, Chair Team 
and Executive wish all the community 
a happy and successful New Year and 
well over the Fast. 
SWITHERN Bernard and Lydia wish 
their dear family and friends a happy 
and healthy New Year.
TAYLOR Gloria wishes all her dear 
family and friends a happy and peaceful 
New Year and well over the fast. 
TAYLOR Ronnie and Linda wish their 
dear family and friends and all the 
members of the Eastbourne Hebrew 
Congregation a happy and healthy New 
Year. 
TORRANCE Tom and Cherry wish 
Shana Tova and well over the fast to 
family and friends here and in Israel, 
wishing them carefree health, peace and 
joy.
WALKER Doreen, Bernie, Lesley, 
Steve, Oliver and Ryan wish their dear 
family and friends a happy and healthy 
New Year and well over the fast.
WESSEX JEWISH NEWS The team 
wish all the Sussex Jewish Community 
a happy and peaceful New Year.
WILKS Sarah and David wish 
their family, friends and all in the 
Community Shana Tova and well over 
the fast.
WINSTONE Sarah’s Jewish Deli and 
Catering would like to wish all family, 
friends and customers a happy and 
healthy New Year.
ZANARDO Rabbi Andrea, Sara, Dov, 
Yair and Hila wish everyone a sweet 
and healthy 5778.



18 19

issue 278 | sePTeMBeR 2017

In my New Year message 12 months ago, I wrote that 2016 had been the most tumultuous 
year in British political life in living memory. This year has been barely less eventful, with a 
surprise General Election producing an even bigger surprise, resulting in the turbulence of a 
hung Parliament, coalition negotiations and a shaky start to talks with the EU over the future 
of the United Kingdom in Europe.

Through this period of political uncertainty, the Board of Deputies has represented the Jewish 
community with a clear and calm voice. We produced our Jewish Manifesto for the election 
campaign, a document newly updated for 2017, with its detailed advocacy of the policies of 
interest and concern to UK Jews. We asked politicians to support our 10 Commitments – the 
policies which we consider crucial on everything from education and religious freedoms to the 
Middle East. We sent out a copy of the Jewish Manifesto to every prospective parliamentary 
candidate and received a large and supportive response including video messages from the 
Prime Minister and the leaders of the next three largest parties.

Our approach to politics is bipartisan. We do not support any single party but we do hold politicians to account. In a 
year characterised by a shameful upsurge in antisemitism in British politics we continue to call on party leaders to act 
swiftly to expunge hatred wherever it rears its ugly head. Former Liberal Democrat Leader Tim Farron acted swiftly 
to expel David Ward, a man with a track record of antisemitic statements. We call on Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn 
to act in a decisive manner during this coming year against the scourge of antisemitism which has plagued his party. 
And whenever we discover antisemitism in the Conservative and other parties, be in no doubt that we act in a similarly 
robust manner.

This year, having been thwarted for 12 years, criminal murderers finally managed to claim innocent lives in our country 
– at Westminster, in Manchester, at London Bridge and Finsbury Park. I am sickened by the extremists who are 
prepared to kill children to further their depraved views. The attacks by Islamist extremists on concert goers and random 
pedestrians and the attack on worshippers outside a mosque in north London, lend an urgency to my longstanding 
commitment to building bridges with Muslim communities. It is vital that we have the relationships that allow us to share 
sometimes difficult opinions with one another, as well as making joint progress on our issues of common concern. It is 
crucial to strengthen the moderate centre and marginalise the extremists.

So I have travelled the country speaking to Muslim communities – so far including London, Bradford, Leicester, Leeds 
and Birmingham. And we don’t just exchange pleasantries over tea and biscuits, we go straight for the toughest topics: 
hate crime, violent extremism and religious values.

This country is not the only one to suffer the tragedy of extremist murder this year. Israel has also lost innocent Jews, 
Christians and Muslims to terror attacks this year. And, of course the difference between Israel and the UK is that Israel 
has never had respite from those whose mission it is to subvert the democracy of the world’s only Jewish state. While 
the ramming of tourists and commuters on Westminster Bridge made the world’s headlines, similar attacks in Israel 
have often not even warranted a passing mention on the evening news. We at the Board of Deputies stand resolutely 
behind Israel, whether it is speaking at demonstrations, making the case in the media, challenging BDS or supporting 
grassroots advocacy organisations and Christian allies. We leave nobody in any doubt as to our commitment.

While our enemies continue to promote terror and division, we have been unstinting in our desire for peace. This year, 
we launched the pioneering ‘Invest in Peace’ programme with church umbrella body Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland, to support Israelis and Palestinians who reach across the divide for reconciliation. Our first series of events in 
London in May drew 300 Jews, Christians, Muslims and people of no faith to the cause, and we are already planning the 
next series of events in Manchester, Leeds and Glasgow for later this year.  

At home, we have continued to interact through all levels of government, from desk officers to secretaries of state, 
and we have worked internationally through our relations with foreign embassies and links with our Jewish partner 
organisations overseas. Our highly successful series of seminars for local councillors on Jewish issues took us to 
Manchester and Newcastle/Gateshead this year, with events in Leeds, Birmingham and London to follow in 2018. 

We have staunchly defended Jewish schools and Jewish education in both the mainstream and Charedi sectors. Our 
efforts are also outward looking - the Jewish Living Experience exhibition has travelled around the country and informed 
thousands of non-Jewish children and adults about our way of life. Our research partnership with the Institute of Jewish 
Policy Research has borne fruit, with ground-breaking new reports on Jewish schools and patterns of affiliation to the 
synagogue movements, releasing data that is vital for planning for our community’s future.

In 5778 we will continue to represent your interests and wishes as a democratically elected and accountable 
organisation. May this New Year bring you, your families and all of Am Yisrael health, strength and peace.

Jonathan Arkush

President

September 2017 / Tishrei 5778
Message from the President
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BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org   https://www.facebook.com/BrightonReform

BrightonReform

Around the Zodiac Wheel. Elul and virgo
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

The Sefer Yetzirah is a great book, as it shows how the 
Zodiac, apparently the least Jewish thing around, can be 
a source of Jewish inspiration. And this is particularly true 
regarding the current month of Elul, which in the Kabbalah 
books is associated to Virgo and to the letter י yod. 

Yod is the smallest letter of the Hebrew alphabet. On 
first reading, its connections with Virgo make sense. 
People born under the sign of Virgo are known to be 
perfectionists, organised and their attention to detail is 
remarkable. Don’t tell me, I married one!

Yod is indeed a small letter, like one of the details that 
others may be inclined to overlook, but not the Virgos! 
But also, it is a detail that changes everything. Put the 

yod before a shoresh, a “root”, (the 
three core letters of the word), and 
here you go, you turn a name into 
the future tense of a verb. How is 
this for planning and organising?

Not by chance, the Sefer Yetzirah 
associates the human faculty to 
labour, to Virgo, which again makes 
sense even reading it at a glance, 
because hard work is one of the 
many virtues of Virgos.

Where does this leave us following 
the Jewish year cycle? Elul is, for 
most of us, a month of preparation. 
We prepare ourselves for the High 

Holydays. Indeed, the most notable day of the month of 
Elul is the first night of the Selichot. Although we meet in 
shul mainly for the first night, Selichot prayers should be 
recited every evening (or every morning). 

Selichot are the penitential prayers, by which we admit 
our failures and transgressions in a crescendo tone 
which culminates with the recitation of the Thirteen 
Divine Attributes, with a particular stress on mercy and 
forgiveness. 

The evening recitation of the Selichot marks a period of 
time during which we examine our behaviour, our deeds, 
or relationships, hopefully with a Virgo like attention, so 
that we don’t leave out any detail, as small as it can be. 
Selichot helps us to enter the proper mood for the High 
Holydays. During this time of the year, we are encouraged 
to examine critically our behaviour, to focus on what and 
how we can do better.

As regards the beginning of such a period of time, there 
are local differences: Sephardi Selichot begins on 2 Elul, 
Ashkenazi (and Italians), later in the same month. But 
we Jews during this period of the year are all offered the 
opportunity to live under the sign of Virgo: examining 
ourselves in order to improve and become better Jews, 
and better people.

Friday 1  Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Saturday 2 Shabbaton, 10.30 am

   Auf Ruf of Tom Dollow & Suzie Stokes followed 
by special Kiddush

Sunday 3  Stonesetting of Wendy Maurice z’l, 11.30 pm

Saturday 9  Celebrate ‘50 Years at Palmeira Avenue’ - 
special Shabbat Morning Service & Children’s 
Service followed by a Golden Anniversary 
Kiddush, 10.30 am

Sunday 10  Cheder new term, 9.50 am

Saturday 16 Selichot Service, 6.30 pm

Sunday 17   BHRS hosting a special Masonic Service 
together with Kiddush, 4.00 pm

Wednesday 20 Erev Rosh Hashanah, 6.30 pm

Thursday 21 Rosh Hashanah, 10.30 am

Friday 22  Shiur for Rosh Hashanah, 10.30 am

Saturday 23 Rabbi’s Shiur - Akeidat Itzak, 9.00 am

Friday 29  Kol Nidre, 6.30 pm

Saturday 30 Yom Kippur, 10.00 am

The diary may be subject to change

Bulletin Board for September
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‘When you go out to war against your enemies and 
see amongst the captives a beautiful woman and 
desire her…’ These are the opening words of the Sidra 
Ki Teitze, the first read in this month of September. 
The Torah refers to a woman who has beautified 
herself in order to entice one of the victorious soldiers 
into marrying her. It instructs us not to rush into a 
relationship with this woman. Let her take off her 
beautiful garments of captivity, dress ordinarily and 
mourn her losses for a month. If, after that, you still 
desire her you may marry her and if not you shall take 
no advantage of her.  Well, this Torah portion presents 
us with a problem; let’s face it, most of us are not 
going out to battle and are unlikely to be considering 
a captive woman as a future life partner! Of what 
relevance is this section of the Torah in this day and 
age? 

I once attended a course for Rabbonim in Mediation 
– the art of bringing a confrontation to a conclusion 
acceptable to both parties. Mediation is currently a very 
popular method of conflict resolution and the goals 
explained to us on this course reminded me of the 
Torah’s approach. One of the methods we were taught 
was to try and induce the two sides to ‘collaborate’ by 
finding areas in which they agreed. By highlighting the 
common ground which they share it may be possible 
to bring the warring parties closer so that they begin 
pursuing a mutual goal.

I participated in a Rabbinic Conference a few years ago 
where one of the guest speakers was Alan Dershowitz, 
the famous American lawyer and author. He spoke 
about the work of campus rabbis and their challenges 
in trying to bring Judaism to university students and 
faculty members, particularly in Ivy League universities 
like Harvard, where he was a professor. He remarked 
that the trick is to focus on areas that everyone 
may have in common. Most people can appreciate 
the beauty of a Friday night meal and its wonderful 
atmosphere. So many Jews, no matter what their 
religious background, share a love of Israel. As Jews 

we share many common goals and surely, as a people 
with so many enemies from without, we should be 
concentrating on those things which we share and 
which unite us; not those differences which divide 
us. For us to be strong and successful as a nation, 
a community and as individuals, a shared sense of 
purpose is vital.

So how does this relate to ‘When you go out to battle 
against your enemies’ not to mention the attraction 
of the beautiful captive woman?! Well the first lesson 
must surely be that when you go out to battle it should 
be against those who are your enemies, not those 
on the same team. G-d knows, as Jews we have 
enough real enemies! Moreover, although we may 
not have the military struggles of old, we are often 
involved in spiritual ones. The struggle to maintain our 
spiritual identity and religious observance is constant, 
particularly when we live in a society where we are a 
severe minority. It’s the challenges and pressures from 
without that we need to battle! Sometimes we may 
find something outside our tradition which seems very 
attractive and which we desire greatly; how should we 
relate to that? Well the Torah tells us - control yourself. 
Give yourself a period of time to think it over. Is this 
what you really want in life? Does it fit in with your true 
goals and priorities? Will it really fit in with your sense 
of Jewishness? If not, it will surely become a source of 
inner conflict in the future. 

Just a few weeks after reading Ki Teitzei we will 
celebrate Rosh Hashanah; a time for reflection and 
resolution. By definition, the Jewish New Year is all 
about Jewishness. We have a new year in January to 
resolve to lose weight or jog. We have a new tax year to 
make sure our financial affairs are in order. We have a 
Jewish new year to take stock of our spiritual affairs, to 
see if our lives are aligned with truly Jewish values and 
if, maybe, there is just a little room for improvement.

Perla & I wish you all a very happy and prosperous New 
Year both spiritually and physically.

BHHC Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

Battling Life’s Challenges
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 
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HHC Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN    Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com   www.hollandroadshul.com

The King, a goat and scarlet thread
by Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer 

As we approach the ‘High Holy Days’ when Jews 
pronounce the Eternal God as King, most of us 
prepare ourselves in some form or other for Rosh 
Hashanah, the Jewish ‘New Year.’ It reaches a 
crescendo at Yom Kippur and there is usually some 
sense of apprehension that accompanies us to the 
Synagogue, whether that be a feeling of inadequacy 
for our performance over the past year or the prospect 
of rubbing shoulders with individuals whom we would 
otherwise avoid. Some look forward to hearing the 
blasts of the Shofar, others like the taste of apple 
dipped in honey and some appreciate the special 
blessings recited over specifically designated foods. 

If one is fortunate enough to recognise the magnitude 
of the days that lie ahead, then it becomes a time for 
genuine introspection and the straightening out of 
that which has become crooked. Indeed, this period 
is particularly auspicious for repentance. Additional 
Selichot prayers are inserted daily and many attend a 
Mikvah on the eve of Yom Kippur. If we are truly sincere 
and sufficiently courageous, then we ask forgiveness 
from those whom we may have slighted. In the 
Synagogue on the High Holy days it is a widespread 
custom to wear white coloured clothes in imitation 
of angelic purity. Viduy (the confessional prayer) is 
recited whilst beating our breasts and we beg to be 
inscribed in the book of life for the forthcoming year. At 
certain junctures within the prayers we bow ourselves 
to the floor in submission to the Almighty God and in 
commemoration of the total prostration that took place 
within the Temple when the nation heard the otherwise 
unutterable explicit name of God. We especially 
remember those souls who are no longer with us and 
recite the Tashlich prayer where ‘sins’ are disposed of 
into flowing streams and rivers and so it goes on…

There is however a most poignant ritual which most 
people, I dare say, are either not aware of or do not 
pay particular attention to. I am referring to the goat 
designated to Azazel which in Temple times was a 
turning point on the day of Yom Kippur. This rather 
gory ritual was of great consequence to the nation 
of ‘Israel’ in its process of cleansing from sin. Yet, it 
remains obscure to our minds and an anathema to 
our western sensibilities. Who was Azazel? What is 
Azazel? Where is Azazel that a goat should be pushed 
off a high precipice to be smashed to smithereens 
over jagged rocks? Moreover, can a goat truly “carry” 
the sins of man to achieve atonement? Hence, the 
common phrase ‘scapegoat’ and the modern Israeli 
expletive ‘Lech laAzazel!’ And what about the actual 
ritual of Azazel! It is clearly not for the faint hearted. 
Furthermore, a scarlet thread would be halved and then 
tied, one half to the horns of the goat and the other half 
to a rock near the precipice of the mountain. On the 
obliteration of the goat against the mountain face this 
scarlet thread would turn white, signalling forgiveness 
and the return to purity of the nation, Israel.

But does this not contradict all of our ethical morality 
with regards to personal answerability? In strong 
contrast to other faiths, Judaism is certainly not one 
that believes in the transference of responsibility to any 
third party… be that in a human or otherwise!

Nachmanides (1194 – 1270), identifies Azazel as 
referring to a demon, Maimonides (1134 – 1204) 
employs a rationale of symbolism; these medieval 
spiritual giants comprehensively address the subject. 
Lehavdil, I would like to offer an alternative possibility 
that I believe in fervently. 

Man, whose faculties and emotions are only fathomable 
to the One who ‘fashions their hearts and who 
comprehends their deeds’, is clearly in need of tangible 
action and therefore reaction, in order to fully grasp 
the full significance of an event. Hence, we act out 
in numerous ways the Exodus from Egypt on Seder 
night, the first night of Passover; we sit in booths on 
the festival of Succot to recall the physical protection 
afforded the Israelites on their sojourns in the 
wilderness; we adorn the Synagogue on the festival of 
Shavuot in imitation of Mount Sinai when we celebrate 
the receiving of the Torah; we vividly recite the story 
of Mordechai and Esther within the Megillah on Purim 
and the protagonists are portrayed in fancy-dress 
costumes; we light oil wicks and eat foods fried in oil 
on Chanukah to physically feel the significance of the 
miracle that came about through oil. 

But what of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur? I have 
enumerated the many actions that we take in order to 
create the impressions necessary for these awesome 
days and the role that they should play in our lives. It 
is my contention that they are not simply ritualistic. For 
acting, whether it be on the Theatrical stage or within 
an informal home-setting is much more significant 
and imperative to the human psyche and the Jewish 
calendar than some people would like to acknowledge. 
So much so, that the lines between theatre and reality 
are often blurred so that ritual theatrics are considered 
to be actual current reality. This appertains to many 
‘commemorative’ theatrical Mitzvot and I would argue 
the imperative need for the inclusion of high theatre 
within our lives as is exemplified by the positively 
demonstrative theatrics within our religion. Azazel, in 
my opinion, ranks very high!

Non-members are welcome to attend 
our High Holy Day services. 

Tickets are available from the office at  
a cost of £35 per person. 

Please contact the website,  
www.hollandroadshul.com  
or telephone 01273 732035
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As September begins, the sacred seventh month of Tishri, is just 
around the corner. Those synagogues – mostly in London – with 
memberships too large to accommodate all who will turn up for 
Rosh Ha-Shanah and Yom Kippur services have already hired 
sports halls and other large-scale venues to ensure that everyone 
gets a seat.

As Samson Raphael Hirsch wrote, ‘the shofar calls … the 
most distant wanderer home’. Paradoxically, Jewish teaching 
addresses, both, the Jewish people as a whole, and the 
individual Jew. In the Book of D’varim/Deuteronomy, we read (Va-
etchannan, 6:4): Sh’ma Yisraeil Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai Echad 
– ‘Listen! Israel, the Eternal is our God, the Eternal is One.’ And 
we also find there (Nitzavim, 29:9): Atem nitzavim etchem ha-yom 
kull’chem lifnei Adonai Eloheichem – ‘You are stationed today, all 
of you, before the Eternal your God’. This passage, which is read 
on Yom Kippur in Liberal and Reform congregations, specifies the 
‘all of you’, the list concluding with the words, ‘from those who 
chop wood to those, who draw water’, making it clear that every 
single individual is addressed. So, every one of us is challenged 
to embark on our own journey at this season: to reflect on our 
lives and our deeds of the past year, to undertake cheshbon ha-
nefesh, an ‘accounting of ourselves’, and to engage in t’shuvah, 
to make amends and ‘return’ to the true path of our lives.

Despite the fact that the other holy days of the Jewish year, 
in particular, Pesach, Shavuot, Sukkot, Chanukah and Purim, 
stress the collective experience of the Jewish people, Jewish 

teaching is, paradoxically, equally concerned with the actions 
of the individual. In rabbinic literature, we find emphasis on the 
mitzvah of g’milut chasadim, ‘deeds of lovingkindness’, including, 
most importantly, accompanying the dead – l’vayat ha-meit – 
which requires the individual to accompany the individual, who 
has died. In the modern world, many of us adopt the prevailing 
assumption of the dominant culture that death is a private matter, 
the exclusive concern of family and close friends. This is a far 
cry from the Jewish attitude, which understands the death of 
the individual in a community context, in which each one of us, 
regardless of whether or not we knew the deceased, has the 
responsibility of accompanying the person who has died on 
their last journey. Significantly, the Hebrew word for a funeral is 
l’vayah, an ‘accompanying’.

The individual’s responsibility to act reveals another paradox: that 
Jewish teaching reflects universal concerns – with life, death, 
our deeds, and our complex needs. The sacred season begins 
with S’lichot, prayers of ‘Forgiveness’ on the Saturday night/
Sunday morning prior to Rosh Ha-Shanah. This year, at BHPS, 
for our pre-service study, we will be joined by an Imam, who 
is a colleague and friend of mine, and we will focus together 
on Jewish and Muslim texts on Forgiveness. Like Judaism, the 
calendars of Christianity and Islam include a sacred season 
– Lent, Ramadan – in which adherents go on journeys of 
repentance. We are all in need of renewal. L’shanah tovah!

We are All in Need of Renewal
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Events@BHPS 
Open Heritage Days
BHPS is participating in Heritage Open Day on Thursday 7 
September. There will be escorted tours at 11.00 am, 1.00 pm 
and 3.00 pm. Ten people per tour. Contact the office for more 
information.

L’Chayyim Autumn Lunch  
13 September 12.00 – 2.00 pm
The cost of the lunch is £5.00 which will be collected at the door 
(please bring correct money)
Please reply (phone or email) by Friday 1 September

High Holyday Tickets
High Holyday Tickets are available from the office at a cost of £50. 
Students and members of other progressive congregations are free 
but need to register with the BHPS office for security purposes. For 
proof please show the ticket from the congregation you belong to.

S’lichot
Saturday 16 September 
7.00 pm Havdalah 
7.30 pm Shiur (Study Session with refreshments) Rabbi Elli and 
Imam Muhammad al-Husseini: Jewish and Muslim Teachings on 
Forgiveness 
9.30 pm S’lichot Service - Rabbi Elli 

Rosh Ha-Shanah 
Wednesday 20 September 7.30 pm Erev (evening) Service
Thursday 21 September 10.30 am Shacharit (morning) Service 
- Kiddush and Chavurah Lunch after the Service. Please bring a 
vegetarian or permitted fish dish and/or a dessert to share.
2.00 pm Family Service created by Beit Lameid
3.30pm Tashlich: casting our sins into the sea. Meet on the beach 
opposite Lansdowne Place, Hove.

Shabbat Shuvah  
Saturday 23 September 
10.30 am Czech Scroll Anniversary Memorial Service in memory of 
the Jewish community of Frydek-Mistek.

Kol Nidrey 
Friday 29 September evening service 7.30pm

Yom Kippur
Saturday 30 September 
10.30 am Shacharit (morning) Service 
1.45 pm  Musaf (Additional) Service 
2.00 pm  Family Service created by Beit Lameid
4.15 pm  Minchah (afternoon) Service 
5.30-6.00 pm Shiur (Study Session) with Rabbi Elli: From 
confessing our collective sins to engaging in social action: What are 
our priorities for the year ahead?
6.00 pm  Yizkor (Memorial) Service
6.45 pm  N’ilah (Closing) Service 
7.27 pm   Fast ends followed by Havdalah and light 

refreshments

Sukkot
Erev Sukkot - Wednesday 4 October, 7.00 pm evening Service & 
Chavurah Supper at the home of Rabbi Elli and Jess. (Contact the 
office for address)
Wednesday 11 October, 12.00 pm Sukkot Chavurah Lunch as part 
of Shul Open Wednesdays 
Please bring vegetarian or permitted fish dish and/or dessert to 
share. 
Saturday 7 October 10.30 am Children’s Sukkot Activities - in a 
Hove garden

Erev Simchat Torah 
Wednesday 11 October, 6.30pm evening Service followed by 
Kiddush 
Chatan Torah—David Selo; Kallat B‘reishit—Leslie Burns

Lectures and Lunches 
Our popular Sunday lunch and lectures recommence on 29 
October when the lecturer will be the photographer Harry Borden 
who will speak about his book “Survivor” which features intimate 
portraits and stories of over 100 Holocaust Survivors. 

For full details of all BHPS activities see our website.
BHPS is fully wheelchair accessible and has a hearing loop 
system
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SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES

In   Light candles Out   Havdalah
Friday 1  7.28 pm  Saturday 2 8.34 pm
Friday 8   7.12 pm  Saturday 9 8.18 pm
Friday 15  6.56 pm  Saturday 16 8.01 pm
Friday 22  6.41 pm   Saturday 23 7.45pm
Friday 29  6.25 pm  Saturday 30 7.29 pm

What’s on: September 2017
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EvENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIvITIES

EvENTS IN SEPTEMBER   
      Thursday 7
 � JACS joins Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club 10.50 am – 4.30 pm. 

Special Quiz at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove. Tel Jacqueline 
01273 739999 

 � Sussex Jewish Golfing Society meeting at Cuddington Golf Club, 
Banstead. Contact ashley@sportscastnet.com

 � Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the October/
November 2017 issues.  Send your articles, thoughts, photos and 
announcements to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@
sjn.org 
 
Monday 11 

 � The Centre for German-Jewish Studies presents Wartime Britain 
through the Eyes of Strangers – German-Jewish Family 
Archives at The Keep, Woollards Way, Brighton, 2.30 - 4.30 
pm.  This is a free event but booking is essential.  Please 
email Samira.Teuteberg@sussex.ac.uk 
 
Tuesday 12 

 � The Centre for German-Jewish Studies presents Writing German-
Jewish Lives, Researching Family Archives, a workshop with 
speakers Prof Edward Timms, Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg, 
Dr Andrea Hammel and Dr Deborah Schultz at The Keep, 
Woollards Way, Brighton, 9.30 am – 4.00 pm.  This is a 
free event but booking is essential.  Please email Samira.
Teuteberg@sussex.ac.uk  
 
Wednesday 13

 � BHHC Site Development Consultation Evening with the Bloom 
Foundation. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 7.30 pm for 8.00 
pm start 
 
Sunday 17    

 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents Hunting Elephants at Ralli 
Hall, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm.  Drinks available 
 
Monday 18    

 � SARID with guest speakers Charlotte and Tony Balasz on 
Dining at The Cosmo and The Dorrice, 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. 
£1.50. Tel 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk

NOTABLE DATES
Wednesday 20 - Erev Rosh Hashanah: light candles 6.45 pm
Thursday 21 - 1st day Rosh Hashanah: light candles after 7.50 pm
Friday 22 - 2nd day Rosh Hashanah: light candles before 6.41 pm
Sunday 24 - Fast of Gedaliah:  ends 7.22 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle.

JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON
The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, 
HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Owing to possible conflicts with the High Holy Days, please check 
with the activitiy organisers to confirm dates the activities will be 
held. 
Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel 

Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.  Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 
transport Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune. Men only. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth look 
at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. 
Enjoy herbal teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 8.00 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday 
of the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email 
esther@ajr.co.uk

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 

01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall 
 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. Tel: 

07811 601106 - RECOMMENCES 19 SEPTEMBER

 � Chutzpah Choir yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 
am – 1.00 pm weekly. For Hove venue contact chutzpahchoir@gmail.com 
or tel. Betty on 01273 474795

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism) 

Coffee morning, 11.00 am, 1st Wednesday of each month, Hydro Hotel, 
Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650

 � Hove Hebrew Congregation Shiur with Rabbi Samuel 8.15 pm, 79 
Holland Road, Hove, Tel: 01273 732035

Thursdays
 � Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) @ Montessori Nursery from 

11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging environment, 
healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music time!

 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly Tel: 
Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to the 
RHL&SC Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 
8.15- 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her 

guitar 10.30 am – 12.30 pm (including lunch) AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal Judaism).  
Service at 6.30 pm, 4th Friday of each month, at CTK Hall, Eastbourne, 
BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 725650 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22, Susans 

Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am. Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 
Judaism). Service at 12.30 pm, 2nd Saturday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650


