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SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, communities, 
contacts and more. Delivered at  the start of each 
month, SJN is run entirely by volunteers for reporting, 
editing and circulating each edition. It has become 
the cornerstone of the Jewish community across the 
region.

For those who are not aware, Holland Road Synagogue 
now has the joy of engaging with a new rabbi, Rabbi 
Samuel de Beck Spitzer. He is not only a Rabbi with all the 
appurtenances of performing rabbinical duties, but also an 
opera singer. The combination of a remarkable baritone voice 
with Chazanut makes coming to Holland Road Synagogue a 
unique experience. 
Despite the depletion of the orthodox Jewish population in 
this town, clusters of a few knowledgeable members exist. 
The tragedy of our society appears to be the total boredom 
with synagogue ritual. This begs the question, Why? There is 
of course hidden depth and meaning in the liturgy which can 
be discovered with the help of our erudite new rabbi.
But religion of whatever a 
denomination can be a turn off. 
Maybe people are hidebound by 
their early ‘Cheder’ experience, 
learning by rote and repetition. It is 
only the discovery of archaeological, 
historical, evidence that we begin 
to understand the flowering of Judaism as a culture and as a 
way of life.
There are many books which attempt to explain the origins 
of biblical exegesis; these will give a much more rounded 
response to the origins and the creativity of the Judaic 
experience. However, one realises the shifting sands 
of Judaism. The idea of ‘Klal Yisroel, the community of 
Israel, is being damaged by the sectarianism now defining 
contemporary Charedi society particularly in Israel and even 

here, by the hounding of good men of integrity such as Rabbi 
Dweck.
The reneging on promises of locations within the Kotel 
Maaravi (Western Wall) for the Reform / Conservative / and 
Liberal communities belies the ideas of Klal Yisroel, and in my 
eyes is a Chillu Hashem.
The shift to the right in the rise of Charedim and the 
indoctrination of the young by the rewriting of school 
history books, contradict the very foundation of some of the 
statements of the Independence broadcast by David Ben-
Gurion on the 14 May 1948. 
One must remember Rabbi Yehoshe Leibovitzs who stated 

religion plus nationalism equals fascism. 
The political shift to the right also explains 
the wide disparity between the very poor 
and very wealthy.
So what of the future?
Political and Religious movements may 
be cyclical, the strains on the Charedi 

community of large families and poor earning power will 
generate the demands to satisfy the economic viability of 
such families. But women going out to work and rubbing 
shoulders with the outside world may well alter the profile of 
the community.
The Israeli labour party may either find its metier or 
metamorphose into another political identity, and reintroduce 
those elements of humanity that need to be rediscovered.

The tragedy of our society appears 
to be the total boredom with 

synagogue ritual. This begs the 
question, Why?

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 7 AUGUST 2017
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sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk
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Sussex and the City

Your News
Births
Mazel tov to Tara Becker and her family on the birth of her 
second child, Orli Ruth Quinn Becker born on 6th July 2017.

Bar Mitzvah
Mazel tov to Marilyn Magrill and family on the bar mitzvah of 
her grandson Oliver, son of Paul and Hayley Magrill. 

Special Birthdays
 

   Edith Baum  
   (95), mother  
   of Ruth Davis

 
   Sara Bucciarelli,  
   Rachel Grant,  
   Maxine Priestley,  
   Sara Sasson and  
   all who have  
   special birthdays  
   this month

Achievements
 

   tov in achieving First Class Honours in her Masters degree  
   in Chemistry

 
   Economics degree from the University of Birmingham 

 
   of their grandchildren Sam Freeman who gained his MBBS  
   in Medicine and Daniella Freeman, who graduated with a  
   2:1 BA (Hons) degree in textile design and retail  
   management from the University of Birmingham

 
   grandson, Joshua Marks, on graduating with a First Class  
   BA (Hons) Degree in Languages from the University of  
   Cambridge

Get Well
We wish a Refuah Sheleimah to all who are unwell and in 
hospital at the present time.

Deaths 
We wish Long Life to Liz Haagman and family on the sad 
passing of her beloved grandson Simon z’l.

Your views
The July issue of SJN contains a feature article “Passover 
Passed Over”, which bemoans the lack of special kosher 
food for Passover from Tesco, Waitrose and others. This 
long and contentious article went into great lengths as to 
how and why the stores arrange for Kosher supplies.

However, I do not agree that “we need to educate the 
buyers and store staff about their Jewish customers 
…”. The article goes on to quote the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews as having failed to support small Jewish 
communities and to take on the big supermarkets. No, 
the real issue here is the lack of support or demand for 
Kashrut.

Decades ago, there were three kosher butchers plus four 
or more kosher delicatessen shops in Brighton & Hove. 
The late Rabbi Fabricant persuaded the then Brighton 
Council to include a Mikvah in the swimming pool 
complex, which it did, at great expense.

You know the old adage, “use it or lose it” and that’s 
exactly what happened. This applies to places of worship 
of all religions.

As for the onus of providing kosher food, it is really all 
down to demand by the Jewish public. If there is enough 
and it is profitable, the stores will do the rest.

However, “on the other hand” (as the late Chaim Bermant 
of the Jewish Chronicle, used to say) I wish to compliment 
Brian Megitt on his front cover photograph of Tel Aviv.

Sidney Lipman

The months are passing by so quickly and we are all enjoying 
the lovely sunny weather.

JACS join us on the first Thursday of every month and their 
guest speakers are enjoyed also by our members. On the 
27th June the Lunch Club welcomed Samira, who gave a very 
interesting talk on German Jewish Art from the 1930s.

Our Thursday afternoon Rummikub is very popular and some 
of our members are up to competition standard, so if any of 
you who play Rummikub would like to come and join us, you 
would be very welcome.

We had our quarterly 100 club draw last month. The 100 
Club is so important financially to the Lunch Club as it brings 
in a regular income and we are very grateful to those of you 
who have joined it. I also want to thank our hardworking 
Fundraising Team who are doing such a great job. Because of 
their efforts we are able to keep our attendance costs so low.

We have changed our menu slightly because of the hot 
weather. We have now incorporated poached salmon into 
our menu: of course we retain the very popular salt beef 
and latkes and roast chicken. So if you are hungry around 
12.30pm on a Tuesday or Thursday, please come in and join 
us and at £10 for a good kosher meal there is nothing better.

Unfortunately a few of our members have been poorly - we 
wish them a quick recovery and hope to see them back at 
The Lunch Club very soon, as they are greatly missed.

If you are interested in any of the above, please contact 
Jacquie on 01273 739999. 

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 
by Jacquie Tichauer
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As the Brighton Festival Fringe 2017 approached, the 
decision was taken to slightly reduce our Open Days at 
Middle Street Synagogue this year from five days to four 
and from two and a half hours each day to two. Over the 
years, age and mobility have taken toll of several of our 
regular guides and other assistance, and as we started, 
the only certainties were Gordon Franks and myself. 
Indeed, that was the situation on our first Open Days 
on 7 and 14 May. However, we received invaluable and 
crucial help on these and each subsequent Open Day, 
from Richard and Allison Durrant, before, during and after 
the events. Without their devoted involvement, our Open 
Days just could not have happened. Later we were joined 
by regulars Laurence Temerlies, David Pincus and Gwen 
Fletcher, and also by Sandra Barnett, Michael Crook, 
Rochelle Oberman, Tony Rose, Natalie Wrightman and 
others. Peter Buckland was, despite hospital treatment, 
able to offer some help with security. We are all delighted 
that they were available to help in this important task.

During the eight hours we were open, we welcomed 
nearly 700 visitors and received over £300 in donations 
and sales. What these bare statistics do not reflect is 

the immense goodwill that is generated for the Jewish 
community in general by this one activity. Not only is 
this City Centre Grade II* Shul one of Brighton’s most 
iconic buildings and one of the best ten such buildings in 
the United Kingdom, but to see and hear of our Jewish 
religion and the positive part that the community has 
played locally, greatly counters the negative image being 
portrayed weekly on our streets.

We hope to be open again to coincide with the National 
Heritage Open Days on 10 September. Unfortunately, I 
will be away on that day and it is likely that Gordon will 
be also. So the help of others is absolutely essential. If 
anybody would like to help, please let the BHHC Shul 
Office or the Chairman, David Seidel, know, or you can 
always discuss any possible involvement with Gordon or 
me. There are other tasks apart from guiding but if you 
would like to do this you can learn, just as we, who are 
now supposed to be ‘experts’, did. 

These Middle Street Open Days are one of the most 
important ‘publicity’ tasks in which we engage. They are 
so worthy of your support and encouragement.

Our July meeting at Singing Hills Golf Club at Albourne 
was our President’s Day presided over by our President, 
Michael Marks. We had our largest attendance for many 
years and we played for one of our major cups, the 
Maurice Sugarman Trophy. We were delighted that Lucy 
Sugarman joined us for the evening meal and presented 
the trophy to the winning team.

On 5 July, ten of us fought a keenly contested match at 
Abridge Golf and Country Club, one of our annual fixtures 
where we always enjoy warm hospitality. On 26 July, our 
team was augmented by two ladies, Amanda Epstein and 
Sylvie Shuster, in a match against Hartsbourne Golf and 
Country Club which took place at our home course, The 
Dyke Golf Club. It was great to meet, play golf and dine 
again with our friends at Abridge and Hartsbourne.

The highlight of the month was our team winning two 
trophies at the Glancy Tournament at Dunham Forest 
Golf and Country Club in Altrincham, Greater Manchester. 
Our team of Anthony Bond, Gary Epstein, Ian Shuster, 
Lawrence Alkin, Mark Richards, Martin Lerner, Paul 
Benson and Russell Bloch performed admirably well over 
two rounds of golf, in stressful and testing conditions, 
against teams from twenty Jewish golf clubs and societies 
from England, Scotland and Ireland. We were even first 
on stage performing to great applause in the Glancy Song 
Contest, singing words composed by Martin Lerner to the 
tune of The Beach Boys’ hit “Sloop John B”. We did not 
win.

August will be almost as busy for us with a home match 
against Coombe Hill Golf Club and another national 
tournament in Manchester, the Senior’s Glancy at 
Whitefield Golf Club.

Our meeting on 9 August will be at the links course at 
Littlehampton. This is the only golf course in Sussex 
that replicates the testing conditions of the Open 
Championship and is very popular with our members.

We will also be hoping to repeat our success as winners 
of the Tri-Nations trophy on 23 August. This is our annual 
match held at a course in Berkshire against Jewish Golf 
Societies from South Wales and Bournemouth. 

We are looking for new members to join us, both male and 
female, accomplished golfers or beginners, young or not 
so young. For more information please contact our Hon 
Secretary Ashley Woolfe at: ashley@sportscastnet.com

Middle Street Open Days 2017 
by Godfrey R Gould

Sussex Jewish Golfing Society
by Richard Simmons 

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 
into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams

About our cover

The Annual General Meeting for 2017 has now come 
and gone and was another non-event, with fewer than 
twenty members attending and absolutely no controversy 
whatsoever. As I have mentioned many times before, the 
greater the controversy the larger the number of members 
attend the AGM and vice-versa. I should therefore be very 
grateful to face a very small audience at the AGM as it 
means that the vast majority of our members are satisfied 
that the Board of Management are doing a good job 
and are leaving us to do so, which I can assure you they 
are. However, thank you to those mainly long-standing 
members who did attend the AGM: you were all made 
most welcome and I was very pleased to see you. 

All of our loyal Board have ‘signed-on’ for a further year, 
for which I thank them most sincerely. I am continuing 
for my twenty-eighth year as the Hon. Chairman – I must 
either be a ‘mug’ or be very happy in my job (actually the 
latter) – while the remainder of my Board of Management 
is as follows:

I was very pleased that Ralli Hall was once again hosting 
an important Communal activity, this time a most 
fascinating talk by Dovid Efune, the Editor-in-Chief of The 
Algemeiner (the fastest growing Jewish Media Outlet in 

America) and the one on-line newspaper that I read almost 
nightly on my computer. If you want to keep up-to-date 
with what is going on in the Middle East without the fear 
of fake news, read the Algemeiner, it is often really eye-
opening. Dovid was almost brutally honest in providing the 
audience with examples of how Israel has to fight to be 
heard in the media, with constant bias against the country 
and its people, but pointed out the way that we can fight 
back, using social media to disseminate the truth direct to 
the readers. Congratulations, Dovid, you are doing a great 
job. Rabbi and Rebbetzin Pesach and Penina Efune are, I 
am sure, very proud of their son.

Our new caretaker, Richard Hedley, has now had a few 
weeks to settle in and is already proving to be the right 
choice for the job. He is very organised and his previous 
experience as an army engineer has definitely done him 
no harm. We are also changing the way that the building 
is cleaned, with contract cleaners working almost every 
night of the week while the building is empty, with just 
“top-ups” by the caretakers during the day, as necessary. 
This system of cleaning is proving very successful with 
commercial buildings generally and, as our building is 
getting busier and busier, we are having to deal with this 
most important aspect in the same way. I very much hope 
that you will all find that the building is being kept very 
much cleaner, while Richard’s previous training will help 
him to keep up with the maintenance of our large, over-
one-hundred-years-old Grade 2 Listed Building. We shall 
just have to see.

In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

From time 
to time we 
feature a 
painting 
created 
by a local 
artist, so 
your Editors 
thought 
that it 
might be a 
change to 
feature an 
artist rather 
than a work 
of art.

The photo of Joe Davis on our cover was taken in the 
grounds of the National Trust property, Scotney Castle. 
Joe was participating in a Sky television art competition 
programme: he was painting a view of the old castle 
whilst surrounded by other competitors and being filmed 
occasionally.

The programme presenters, Joan Bakewell and Frank 
Skinner, spent time talking to the competitors and 
admiring their work as it was being created on the easels.

Voluntary Support Agencies
 

 

 
01273 737223

 
01273 735343
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Those of you who attended last year’s 
show will remember how successful it was, 
largely due to the small production team of 
Diane, Wendy and Sam, ably assisted by 
the musical direction of Simon Gray. This 
year it will be even more ambitious, as The 
Great Movie Ride contains old favourites 
combined with newer, less known songs 
from the more modern film era.

Rehearsals can be quite full-on but we do 
have a lot of fun. We warm up with scales, 
which become progressively harder. You try 
saying, “Red lorry, yellow lorry” quickly, let 
alone singing it!

During a more poignant moment in one of 
the numbers the rest of us were instructed 
to sit or kneel around the soloist. We 
decided that a little impromptu humming 
in the background would be appropriate. 

Our poor solo singer was reduced to a bout 
of hysteria and unable to continue for several 
minutes. 

Trying to learn complicated lyrics can be 
like mastering tongue-twisters for all of us, 
especially when we are sometimes singing 
different ones, possibly simultaneously.

As before, there will only be two performances 
this year, so I urge you all to buy your tickets 
as soon as they become available. You will 
also see the most wonderful backdrops kindly 
provided by the Jewish Arts Society. I have 
already had a sneak preview and can tell you 
that they are truly amazing. 

We love entertaining you as we do get so 
much back from an appreciative audience … 
so, see you in November.

Thank you to David Pincus for his help with a summary 
highlighting some of our recent events at Hyman Fine.

In the home
Our first barbeque of the summer was a great success with 
great food and musical entertainment.

We celebrated Shavuot in our Synagogue with Rabbi Wallach 
who led the services, assisted by Jenny and Bernie Goldberg. 
The cheesecake was also rather good!

The new Rabbi of Holland Road visited us and was welcomed 
by staff and residents. He was interested in our “Sephardi 
Style” Synagogue. To our surprise, he sang and played the 
piano to the delight of the residents and staff.

We were entertained 
by two students 
from Brighton 
College with several 
recitals on piano 
and ‘cello. The 
residents said how 
moving it was.

We are currently 
remembering the 
Jewish Brighton 
of the past in our 
Mazel Tov Brighton 
project. Nicky and 
her team have 
been leading this 
reminiscence 
project and display 
many photos of 
Brighton’s Jewish 

places of 
interest which 
then become 
points of 
interest for 
us all. We are 
all learning 
and sharing 
memories. At 
the end of the 
project we will 
create a book.

And a few of 
our excursions
A great day out was had by all at the Yellow Wave, Madeira 
Drive. We enjoyed the day with music, art, cookery, 
gardening, reminiscences, photography and good company! 

We took advantage of the good weather for a trip to Paradise 
Park to view the flowers and plants, live pets and to have 
afternoon tea.

We enjoyed meeting old friends and making new ones at the 
Helping Hands tea.

Supporting the home
Just to remind readers that every Friday evening we welcome 
in the Sabbath. Candles at 5.30 pm and on Sabbath morning 
we hold a short service in our beautiful Synagogue at 10.15 
am. If you would like to help us or take part please let us 
know.

If you have the time to volunteer we would love to hear from 
you, this could be a one-off or a longer-term commitment to 
suit you. Please contact Mark or Natasha on 01273 688226.

The Ralli Hall Show - November 2017
by Gweni Sorokin

News from Hyman Fine House
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A Link with The Past
by Ivor Sorokin

Returning home last June, I noticed the lovely smell of 
the Shavuot cheesecakes being made by Gweni, to a 
traditional recipe, some plain and some with raisins. This 
took me back to my very young days, when the curd 
cheese was made from sour milk by hanging it in a muslin 
bag over the kitchen sink. I was allowed to scrape up the 
bits left in the bowl with my finger - this was a great treat. 
The taste is wonderful, and you know that it is a good one 
if it sticks to your gullet all the way down (most unhealthy, 
but who cares!).

The “Ameredisch” moussey versions now sold in shops 
and restaurants, normally with a fruit topping, are absolute 
abominations; it is a misnomer to call them cheesecake.

It’s amazing how many young memories do concern 
foods. Mum always made a dish called verenicas - a 
dough parcel, normally boiled, made by stamping out 
the dough with an upturned glass and filling with mashed 
potatoes and fried onions, or occasionally with the 
aforesaid curd cheese. This was a Russian/Polish dish and 
none of my acquaintances had ever heard of it. However, 
on a recent visit to St Petersburg it was on the hotel menu, 
and I ordered it every day.

A regular meal was Lockshen (Breiteloksh) and cheese, 
again made with curd cheese.

This is so tasty, and would go down a storm in any Italian 
Restaurant. Apple strudel was always a must, but we did 
sometimes have it made with curd cheese rather than 
apples and raisins. I did enjoy some on a trip to Dubrovnik 
a few years ago.

Smetana is a type of soured cream (but much nicer). We 
used to have it with sliced bananas or made into a type 
of gazpacho or cold soup, mixed with spring onions and 
various herbs. It was available in some supermarkets up 
to a few years ago, and is probably still available in North 
London.

Chopped liver tastes best when the liver is chopped with 
a hackmesser, a small chopper with a lethal blade. The 

correct consistency of the result makes such a difference 
to the final taste. Another delicacy which has all but 
disappeared was “eierlech”, the yellow unlaid chicken 
eggs, placed in the chicken soup, along with the lokshen, 
peas, carrots and kneidels. What a wonderful meal!

Egg and onion should always be made with sweet Spanish 
onions, and not chives, which appears to be the current 
vogue. The pedigree of chopped herring can always be 
established by the taste. If it is sour it has Russian origin, if 
sweet it is Polish. Bagels from the shop at the top of Brick 
Lane were so sweet. The “Ameredisch” ones sold today 
are nothing like the originals.

Does anyone remember ‘stop me and buy one’ trikes? 
These normally sold Walls ice cream, but there were some 
which sold pineapple chunks for a penny.

My family made their own cherry brandy, and while I was 
not allowed to drink it, I was given three or four of the 
potent “vishnik” cherries from the jars, and certainly had 
pink cheeks afterwards.

Before being evacuated on the day war broke out, 
we lived in a very poor area of the East End. Fournier 
Street is between Brick Lane and Spitalfields. I was 
surprised recently, on visiting, to see that the street had 
been “yuppiefied”- all pine floors and minimalism. The 
Shul at the end of the road was now a mosque, and 
the Brick Lane shops, which had been delicatessens, 
butchers, tailors and the like, were now high class Indian 
restaurants, shabby chic shops and urban art galleries, 
and kinky boutiques. However, the bagel shop was, 
anachronistically, still there. Even the pronunciation name 
of the street has been “frenchified” from Fawnier Street to 
Fournier Street. 

Isn’t it amazing how the brain can remember experiences 
from over seven decades ago, but has difficulties in 
recollecting what happened yesterday. (Since writing this, 
I have inexplicably put on five pounds in weight, and am 
now on a strictly fat-free diet.)

Features

MARTIN GROSS 
Memorials

All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken 
from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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All photos courtesy of Melanie Seligman

Yiddish Summer Weimar 2017

The Other Israel: Seeing Unseen Diasporas
by Yael Breuer

The celebrated city of Weimar, resting 
place of Schiller and Goethe, was, 
from 1918 to the Nazi take over 
in 1933, renowned as a hotbed of 
literature, music and the visual arts, 
and home to some of the great 
Jewish names in these genres. Once 
again, the city pulsates with cultural 
activity and artistic innovation, with 
Weimar being home to Yiddish 
Summer Weimar (YSW). The 
17-year-old Festival has its origins 
as a workshop on Yiddish music in 
Weimar as part of the 1999 European 
Summer Academy and the event has 
become one of the most respected 
festivals for Jewish music and culture 
in the world. Dr Alan Bern, Founder 
and Director, says, “With the topic 
‘The Other Israel: Seeing Unseen 
Diasporas’, as with all our projects, 
our goal is not merely to gain new 
knowledge, but to change how we 
experience ourselves and others, 
to create new possibilities for being 
together in this world”.

The festival’s title itself implies the 
extent to which Israel is a nation of 
numerous diasporas, each with its 
own culture and heritage. In order 
to create an open collegial space in 
which dialogues take place, to explore 
shared heritages and fundamental 
differences between Israel’s various 
ethnic communities, rather than 
sources of fear and mistrust, the 
expert team of Yiddish Summer 
Weimar 2017, has assembled wide-
ranging, entertaining musical and 
lecture programs, surprise guest 
artists and daily Yiddish language 
courses.

Highlights of this 
year’s festival include 
innovative youth 
exchange programmes 
with the Israel-based 
KADYA and CARAVAN 
ensembles. In KADYA, 
the Arab-Jewish choir 
‘Voices of Peace’ from 
Jaffa will collaborate 
with Weimar’s Schola Cantorum, 
integrating the diverse musical 
and linguistic heritage of the choir 
members, who speak and sing in five 
different languages - Yiddish, Hebrew, 
Arabic, German and English - in Alan 

Bern’s musical arrangement of Poems 
for Children, by Polish Jewish author 
Kadya Molodowsky. In the newly 
formed CARAVAN ORCHESTRA, 
musicians from multicultural Haifa 
will join forces with European 
instrumentalists whose programs will 
offer works of European, Arabic and 
Jewish musical modes and styles.

Thousands of people have visited 
the festival over the 
years and many 
enthusiastic visitors 
and members return 
year after year to 
experience the 
flavour of Yiddish 
Summer Weimar 
Yiddishkayt. 
International 
Artists 
Consultant, 
Helene Kamioner, 
whose mother 
tongue is Yiddish,  
 

explains that Yiddish Summer Weimar 
is not just another Yiddish music 
festival, “The outstanding factor of 
this particular event is its universal 
effort to revive, research, develop, 
advance and celebrate a culture 
and a language which produced the 
greatest artists, writers, thinkers and 
musicians the world has to offer”.

Brighton’s own Polina Shepherd is 
running Yiddish music workshops at 
Weimar Festival which, she says, is 
one of the world’s leading educational 
summer programmes about Jewish 
culture. “It brings together a top 
international faculty and participants 
from all over the world, a fantastic 
community of people of all ages, 
professions, ethnic backgrounds and 
political views. Apart from the highest 
level of studies, I really like YSW’s 
openness to discussion. It opens 
doors to discussion about Yiddish 
- and Jewish, in general - culture, 
welcomes sometimes challenging 
and forward-thinking opinions and 
it also presents a fantastic range 
of performances to illustrate that 
our culture has moved into the 21st 
century and is always fresh, new, and 
up to date.”

The Other Israel: “Seeing Unseen 
Diasporas” is being held from July 
15 to August 15, 2017.  For more 
information, please click on the 
websites http://yiddishsummer.eu/  or 
www.othermusic.eu
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A Very Viennese Paradox
by Winston Pickett

Marjorie Perloff is a fast talker. If 
the audience who came to hear 
this year’s Kurt Hellman Memorial 
Lecture on behalf of the Centre for 
German-Jewish Studies at Sussex 
University had anticipated a languid 
academic affair, they were in for a 
shock. When she finished, it felt like 
a term’s worth of knowledge had 
been rolled into one hour.

In retrospect, the title should have 
been a clue as to what to expect 
- The Vienna Paradox: Jewish 
Identity and Austrian High Culture 
from World War I to The Anschluss. 
Her focus would be anything but 
narrow.

And yet nothing prepared one for 
the speed, depth and lucidity of 
a multi-faceted presentation – all 
delivered with a distinct Bronx 
accent – that pushed forward the 
intellectual and cultural boundaries 
of her discipline in a way which was 
both challenging and exhilarating to 
this former New Yorker’s ears. 

Consequently, no précis or 
description of her talk could do 
justice to Professor Perloff’s 
personal, historical and literary-
critical sweeping excursus of a 
vanished milieu and rarefied corner 
of 20th century culture.

Born in Vienna in 1931 as Gabriele 
Mintz, Perloff gave her eager 
audience a glimpse of a Jewishly 
assimilated childhood, steeped 
in the cultural and aspirational 
trappings of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, which effectively had 
ceased to exist in the aftermath 
of World War I. For, as Perloff 

explained, by the 1930s 
and 1940s – precisely the 
years of her childhood 
– integration and 
assimilation were in a 
state of tragic flux.

Perloff described how 
the Jews of the capital 
of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire did not think of 
themselves as Jewish 
(many had been baptized) 
until Hitler forced them to 
do so. As a community, 
the Viennese Jewish elite had 
become as embedded into Austrian 
society as any in Europe. Perloff’s 
own maternal grandfather, a career 
diplomat, dutifully worked for 
successive Austrian governments 
even after they had become overtly 
fascist, right up until the Anschluss, 
Hitler’s ‘annexation’ of Austria into 
the Third Reich.

In place of Judaism, many turned 
to Kultur as a secular religion. It 
was a bridge that allowed Jewish 
writers to thrive, both despite and 
because they had emerged from 
the disparate cultures that had 
constituted the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire – Serbia, Croatia, Hungary, 
Austria, the Czech Republic, 
Romania, parts of the Ukraine – 
making it a uniquely multinational 
state that had constituted the 
largest country in Europe after the 
Russian Empire.

Within this mix of multiple identities, 
Perloff explained, not just the 
German language, but the German 
and Austrian ethos of Bildung, 
normally translated as ‘cultivation 
and learning’, took on an almost 
transcendent value, fused as it was 
with the innately Jewish hunger and 
veneration for learning.

And it was this world, which Perloff 
was forced to leave, making her one 
of the youngest of the great wave 
of European Jewish intellectual 
refugees who enriched American 
culture. 

Perhaps an early indicator of her 
future academic career, Perloff 
quoted an extract from her own 
diary as a seven-year-old, with 
its focus on sibling disputes 
and as-yet-emerging historical 
consciousness – juxtaposed with 
her mother’s own recollections 
of the wrenching experience 
that turned an upper-middle-
class, highly cultured and largely 
assimilated Jewish family, into 
refugees overnight.

Significantly, Perloff said, as Nazi 
troops combed through Vienna, 
requisitioning Jewish property and 
deporting friends and neighbours 
to concentration camps, when her 
mother announced that they had to 
flee, she declared, “Now we are no 
longer Austrians. Hitler has taken 
Austria”. 

“There is no mention of our having 
to leave as Jews” quoting from her 
own biography The Vienna Paradox 
in 2004, “no doubt because despite 
our nominal Jewishness, we had 
been brought up as Austrians.”

And yet, as Perloff so amply 
illustrated during her talk at Sussex 
University, ‘nominal’ or not, it may 
have been an irreducible core 
Jewishness that enabled a unique 
German-Jewish symbiosis to live on 
in the literary works of that era for 
generations to come. 
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Welcome from the Chair Team

email:  sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com.

Rep Council

This is the first article of a new quarterly feature in SJN 
aimed at keeping our community up to date with SJRC 
news and activities. As a reminder, or introduction to those 
of you new to the Sussex Jewish community or unaware 
of our remit, an explanation of our role is a good place to 
start.

What is the Sussex Jewish Representative Council?
Our remit, according to our constitution, is to act as the 
‘presiding’ (though we prefer the term ‘central’) body 
of the Sussex Jewish Community, and as an umbrella 
organisation embracing all synagogues and Jewish 
organisations within the Sussex 
area.

What do we do?
Our main objective is to protect 
and further the interests of the 
Sussex Jewish community by:-

 
   opportunity to work as one.

 
   Sussex Jewish community.  
   The responsibility for anything that affects the whole  
   community should not be assumed by one organisation  
   or synagogue.

 
   facilitating and endorsing cross-communal issues.

 
   as the recent Yom Ha’Shoah Commemoration

 
   website (www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org)

How does it work?
The Council is made up of delegates from each of the 
Jewish organisations in the community. 

The role of the delegate is to communicate Council 
matters to his or her own organisation. In addition, the 
delegate should report major activities in their own 
organisation and bring to Council any problems they 
may be encountering which could impact on the whole 
community.

We used to hold regular meetings as a communications 
forum to achieve this, but in recent years with on line 
resources and social media available to all, we have 
favoured maintaining communication with our delegates 
via email. We have our own website to advertise and 

promote local events, and have built up a 
mailing list so that we can reach the wider 
community. We still meet once a year for 
our AGM. The Council is funded by an 
annual subscription of £30 paid by each 
affiliated organisation.

Who are the Executive?
The Executive are a small team elected 
by the delegates or co-opted by the Chair 
Team. They are responsible for the day-
to-day running and co-ordination of the 
Council. In recent years the Council has 

been chaired by a small group from the Executive. The 
members of the Chair Team are Beryl Sharpe, who is also 
President, Jessica Rosenthal who is also Hon. Secretary, 
Sarah Wilks and Debra Goodman. 

Why is it so important?
Today, more than ever, with growing anti-Semitism in this 
country we need to work together as a united community. 
It is important that our individual groups flourish but the 
support we can offer each other through an organisation 
such as the Rep Council is invaluable. 

For more information on the Sussex Jewish 
Representative Council, please visit our website at www.
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org.   To contact us, 
please email ssusexjewishrepco@gmail.com.
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When I was young, I loved the music of Simon and 
Garfunkel, in particular, the way in which each song 
tells a tale. One of my favourite songs was – still is – 
“April, Come She Will” (released in 1966), which tells 
the simple story of young love from the spring through 
the autumn: 

April come she will / When streams are ripe and swelled 
with rain; / May, she will stay,

Resting in my arms again.

June, she’ll change her tune, / In restless walks she’ll 
prowl the night; / July, she will fly

And give no warning to her flight.

August, die she must, / The autumn winds blow chilly 
and cold; / September I’ll remember /

A love once new has now grown old.

April: So full of hope. In Jewish terms, the liberation 
from slavery and the birth of the Jewish people, 
celebrated at Pesach. Interestingly, having mentioned 
this Simon and Garfunkel song, at Pesach, we read 
Shir Ha-Shirim, ‘Song of Songs’, one of five books of 
the Bible set aside for recitation at particular times in 
the Jewish year, which happens to be a pastoral idyll of 
springtime love.

After the raptures of spring and early summer, Simon 
and Garfunkel infuse late summer with a spirit of 
melancholy: ‘August, die she must’. Of course, every 
child knows that melancholy feeling as summer 
ends and a new school year hovers on the horizon. 
As it happens, the latter part of the summer is also 
a sad time in the Jewish calendar, which includes a 
three-week period of mourning, from the day that the 
Babylonians breached the walls of Jerusalem on 17th 
Tammuz 586 BCE through to the destruction of the 
Temple on 9th Av – Tishah B’Av.

But then, strikingly, Jewish time departs from the 
seasonal cycle. Yes, ‘the autumn winds’ may ‘blow 
chilly and cold’, but with the new month of Elul, the 
prospect of autumn brings new hope as the Jewish 
people turns towards renewal. It may be completely 
counterintuitive, but instead of inviting us to get ready 
to batten down the hatches for the winter, Elul invites 
us to reflect on our deeds over the past year, and to 
engage in cheshbon ha-nefesh, an ‘accounting of 
ourselves’, of what we have and have not done, with 
a view to renewing our lives and our relationships. 
Of course, if we take up the invitation we are in for 
a challenging and demanding time, but the goal of 
renewal can help to spur us on. 

And so, as the seventh month of Tishri begins with 
Rosh Ha-Shanah, ‘the head of the year’, a day of 
remembrance and judgement, we also eat apple dipped 
in honey in the hope of shanah tovah u’m’tukah ‘a 
good and sweet year’ ahead. There is so much wisdom 
in this approach to the cycle of the year. Just as the 
season turns, and death beckons for the natural world, 
Jews, individually and collectively, turn towards new 
life. 

From Av to Elul 
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

 

Twitter@BHPS2011

Open Heritage Days
BHPS is participating in Heritage Open Day on Thursday 
7th September. There will be escorted tours at 11.00 am, 
1.00 pm and 3.00 pm. Ten people per tour. Contact the 
office for more information.

Open Wednesdays  
BHPS is open every Wednesday from 11.00 am – 4.00 
pm for social activities. These include scrabble, chess, 
bridge, exercise classes, computer training, access to the 
library, knitting and weaving.

Please bring a packed lunch (vegetarian or permitted fish). 
Hot drinks are available. Ring the office for further details 
if you would like to join us.

Access to Hebrew and Exploring Judaism Classes 
Exploring Judaism and Access to Hebrew classes are led 
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah and OPEN TO ALL those who 
wish to broaden and deepen their Jewish knowledge. 
Classes will start again in the autumn.

High Holyday Tickets
High Holyday Tickets are available from the office at a 
cost of £50. Students and members of other progressive 
congregations are free but will need a ticket for security 
purposes.

Lectures and Lunches
Our popular Sunday lunch and lectures recommence on 
29th October when the lecturer will be the photographer 
Harry Borden who will speak about his book Survivor 
which features intimate portraits and stories of over 100 
Holocaust Survivors. 

For full details of all BHPS activities see our website.  
BHPS is fully wheelchair accessible

Events@BHPS



12 13

ISSUE 277 | AUGUST 2017

BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

BrightonReform

Around the Zodiac Wheel: Av and Lion
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

According to the Sefer Yetzirah, the month of Av was created 
via the letter Tet ט. Such a letter, as we know, is the number 
9 in Hebrew. And the 9 of Av, Tisha b’Av, is indeed the most 
important day of the month.

On Tisha b’Av we commemorate a series of mournful events. 
The negative and misleading reports of the spies sent by 
Moses to explore the Land, the destruction of the First and 
the Second Temples and the crushing of the revolt led by Bar 
Kochba. Following that, the exile, and the loss of sovereignty 
in the land of Israel, all the misfortunes and persecutions 
derived from the Diaspora, from being an exposed and a 
weak minority: the Crusades, the expulsions from England, 
France and Spain, WWII etc.

The fact that a sad day is 
associated to the Lion may seem 
strange. We are used to thinking 
of people born under the Lion, 
which is in the month of Av, as 
powerful leaders, certainly not 
as weak or exposed. King David 
himself came from the Tribe of 
Yehudah, whose symbol was 
indeed a lion. Moreover, this is a 
glorious month; the sun is shining 
even here in England. How is 
it possible to associate such a 
period of time to catastrophes 
and exile?

The Kabalists provide an answer. They teach that gevurah, 
strength, is balanced by chesed, love. In less mystical terms 
it means that a real leader must lead not only by imposing his 
or her authority but by listening and understanding.

It was the lack of listening and empathy, the continuous fight 
among factions to impose over the others, the excess of the 
gevurah, strength, at the expenses of ahava, of love, that 
led first to internal divisions and strife then to the series of 
catastrophes listed above.

We may think that this applies only to political leaders (or 
to followers of Kabbalah!) but it is a teaching relevant to all 
of us. We often experience that, when trying to persuade 
someone with strength and intimidation, roaring like a lion, 
we fail, even if we are right, because we are perceived as 
arrogant and in the end weak. And how much more effective 
is speaking to people from a place of Ahava, of love and 
care, showing care for them and genuinely listening to their 
fears and concerns.

By the way: another important day of the month of Av is Tu 
b’Av, the 15th of the month of Av which is always a joyous 
day, and a celebration of love. 

Bulletin Board for August
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Perla and I have just returned from a remarkable 
wedding in Israel. Our nephew Davidi, aged 28, got 
married. Every wedding is a great occasion. For the 
bride and groom it is a moment of unbridled joy as 
they envision their future together. For their parents it 
is the culmination of their most important life’s work 
– the raising of a son or daughter. For the guests ….. 
well who doesn’t love a wedding? But this wedding 
was something more, for Davidi was born profoundly 
deaf. His parents spent so much of their resources and 
expended even more energy to ensure he received the 
best treatment and education available. Despite his 
many challenges Davidi remained true to his faith and 
would not entertain the idea of marrying someone who 
did not share his religious convictions. For me he was 
an example of a true person of faith. He was eventually 
introduced to a French girl with similar hearing 
problems, they struck up a relationship and decided 
to marry. The incredible emotion at the wedding was 
matched only by the exuberance of its Simcha.

When I heard of Davidi’s engagement I wrote to a 
young woman in London who has a deaf toddler, telling 
her about our family Simcha. It was my way of trying 
to give her support and hope for her child’s future by 
sharing a ‘good news story’. The following is an excerpt 
from her return email:

Obviously it was a huge shock to us to find out that our 
son was deaf. However, now that I look back, I must 
admit that it has been both a challenge and a blessing. 
Our lives, perspectives and priorities have changed 
completely as a result. We have become so much more 
empathetic towards others and worked hard to do 
more to help others. 

She went on to say that her son is doing amazingly 
well, talks and even sings. She continued:

Whenever I hear him speak and sing I feel so grateful, 
proud and happy which is such a blessing as it is 
something that most parents would take for granted. 

It is impossible to overstate the sense of shock and 
pain experienced by this young mother when she heard 
of her child’s condition. Its magnitude is matched 
only by how inspirational it is to hear of her incredibly 
positive response and the way she has transformed her 
life. 

The first of August was Tisha B’Av, the saddest day in 
the Jewish calendar. It is a day which marks and recalls 
the greatest tragedies to befall our people; from the 
destruction of the Temple and exile of the Jews from 
our homeland to the depths of despair experienced 
in the Warsaw Ghetto. But Tisha B’Av is followed by 
seven weeks of comfort in which we read prophecies 
of a better future for our people, so many of which have 
been fulfilled. This is the way of the Torah; transforming 
adversity into advantage and darkness into light.

We all experience life’s challenges. Some greater, some 
smaller and some seem to have more than their fair 
share. But if we are able to find the blessing in them 
and recast them into something positive then not only 
will we have heard life’s lessons but also we will have 
listened to them.

On Sunday 2 July, BHHC held its annual Summer 
BBQ. Young and old alike enjoyed the food prepared 
by our volunteers led by Ron and Sarah Amram.

BHHC Rabbi Hershel Rader

Listening to Life’s Lessons 
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 

Summer fun 
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HHC Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com   www.hollandroadshul.com

Tu B’Av - “When every bird cometh there to choose his mate”
by Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer

On 7th August we celebrate the Festival of ‘Tu B’Av’. 
‘Tu’ being a Hebrew gematria, the numerical value of 
15, meaning the 15th day of the month of ‘Av’ within 
the Hebrew calendar. Although a very auspicious day 
and one of mystical significance, it does not contain 
any formal ritual or ‘Mitzvot’, nor is it particularly as 
well-known as other significant Festivals spattered 
throughout the year.

There are several reasons given in the Talmud as to 
the importance of this day and I could very easily 
devote the rest of this short article enumerating 
and expounding upon them to varying degrees of 
historical accuracy and depth. Ranging from the events 
dealing with the termination of the dying off of the 
Generation of the Desert, to permission granted for 
tribal intermarriage and to the day designated for the 
termination of the cutting down of trees for use as fuel 
in the Temple, amongst others.

I would like however, to focus on the subject by which 
this minor ‘Festival’ has become popularised in modern 
day Israel and that which gives rise to much celebration 
and sometimes controversy. ‘Tu B’Av’ has become 
known as the Israeli equivalent of Valentine’s Day, much 
to the disdain of various religious factions within Israeli 
society, who feel that this is a distortion of the source 
behind which it is based. In an era when probably 
the only “Zionist” to be found was God Himself, the 
Talmud (Taanit) expounds on the words of the Mishna, 
“Yisrael had no holidays as joyous as Tu B’Av and 
Yom Kippur, when the young women of Yerushalayim 
would go out and dance in the vineyards”. Yom Kippur 
is certainly not celebrated in the same way nowadays, 
but in Temple times the confirmation of the expunction 
of all sin, revealed by the transformation of a scarlet 
thread turning white after the demise of the ‘goat to 
Azazel’ was cause for great national celebration. The 
Talmud goes on to describe how the virginal young 
women, all dressed in white would dance through the 
vineyards attracting bachelor men into selecting a bride 
according to the values of modesty and good family, 
in contrast to physical vanity. To the extent, that they 
shared their garments of pristine white, so that personal 
wealth be unidentifiable.

In our era, some have attempted to recreate the 
scene in those very same vineyards and to musical 
accompaniment, but I very much doubt there be 
eligible men present and whether the young female 
dancers would appreciate it if they be swept off their 
feet in direct line for the marriage canopy. Instead, we 
are a generation who face no less than a minefield 
when embarking upon the search to meet a prospective 
spouse. Gone are the days when ‘dances’ and ‘High 
Teas’ were in vogue for Jewish eligible singles to 
fraternize. Of course, if one belongs to a Community 

where the formal shidduch (introduction) system 
is the accepted norm then the matter is often less 
complicated. For those who are totally secular, then 
perhaps they may get to meet someone ‘von unsere’, 
a member of the tribe, if they are very fortunate in a bar 
or a nightclub, but we know that statistics show that 
intermarriage is on the rise. As for the majority bracket, 
who neither feel at ease with the ‘Shidduch’ system nor 
fancy scouring the bars of North West London, their 
predicament is often no less than a nightmare.

I personally know of several people, both male and 
female, who have essentially given up on meeting a 
Jewish spouse. They have tried and tried again and 
again, only to be eluded and grossly disappointed. In 
an age of superfast communication, where the entire 
globe is at our finger tips at the click of a button, it is 
a calamity that the current situation for Jewish singles 
should be as it is. For those who are fortunate enough 
to possess multi-faceted personalities and identities, 
be that through nurture or nature, the search for a life 
partner is often daunting at best and otherwise an 
emotional warzone.

I know for a fact of a fairly new trend amongst many 
Orthodox middle-aged Jewish women, who have opted 
to go to a sperm bank in order to conceive. I am not 
sufficiently equipped to comment on the numerous 
Halachic ramifications of this trend, but I certainly 
empathise with their plight. Is it not sufficiently lonely 
to live single without the added prospect of being 
childless?

Which brings me full circle. I am not one for a 
Valentine’s day; to my mind, every day should be 
Valentine’s Day! To promote sincere relationship, 
transparency and genuine love between a couple is 
priceless and to be cherished as supreme. I do not 
know if we should reinstate dancing girls into vineyards, 
orchards or streams for the purposes of matrimony, but 
something needs to be done on a major scale to curb 
the feelings of hopelessness and loneliness that infect 
many beautiful people, simply for not having found their 
match.

‘Tu B’Av’, as a modern-day institution, may not be as 
was once intended with all of its sub-categories of 
spiritual and mystical manifestations, but I pray for the 
heralding of a new era where people can wear their 
hearts on their sleeves, feeling vulnerable if necessary 
and unashamedly delight in pure romanticism.
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SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In
Fri 4
Fri 11
Fri 18
Fri 25

What’s on: August 2017
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

EVENTS IN AUGUST  
      Thursday 3
 ¢ JACS joins Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club 10.50 am – 4.30 pm. 

Guest speaker, Georgie Phillips ‘Finding your Roots’. Ralli 
Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove. Tel Jacqueline 01273 739999  
 
Sunday 6

 ¢ Helping Hands Community Tea at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove, 2.30 pm – 4.30 pm 
 
Monday 7

 ¢ Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the September 
2017 issue. Send your articles, thoughts, photos and 
announcements to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@
sjn.org  
 
Wednesday 9

 ¢ Sussex Jewish Golfing Society meeting at the Links Course at 
Littlehampton. Contact ashley@sportscastnet.com 
 
Monday 21    

 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) with guest speaker 
Godfrey Gould, on The History of Jewish Brighton at 10.45 
am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk 
 
31 July – 11 August    

 ¢ Camp Gan Israel for boys and girls aged 5-12 years at West 
Hove Synagogue, 31 New Church Road, Hove. Contact Rabbi 
Efune  07885 538681  
 
Wednesday 23    

 ¢ Sussex Jewish Golfing Society annual match at a course in 
Berkshire. Contact ashley@sportscastnet.com

NOTABLE DATES
Tuesday 1 – Fast of 9th Av, ends 9.30 pm
Monday 7 – Tu B’Av – 15th Av

Out 
Sat 5
Sat 12
Sat 19
Sat 26

Light Candles 
8.23 pm
8.10 pm
7.57 pm
7.43 pm

Havdalah 
9.38 pm
9.23 pm
9.07 pm
8.51 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle.

JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON
The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, 
HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn 

Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 ¢ Afternoon Club 
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 

 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 ¢ Torah & Tea 

Chabad House 01273 321919
 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) 

Tuesdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 

 
 ¢ Painting with Rochelle (JAS) 

 ¢ Chutzpah Choir Yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 

 ¢ Israeli Dancing  

Wednesdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community

725650.

Thursdays
 ¢ Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs)

 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 

 ¢ JACS 

 ¢ Bridge 
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion 

  

Fridays
 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat 

 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community 

725650 

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation 

 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community 

01323 725650


