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Your News
Births 
Mazel tov to:

 
   born to Becky and Alex Doukakis, a sister for Leia.

 
   Olivia Ava, a sister for Arielle.

 
   Zelda bat Menachem) born to Leanne and Martyn  
   Redstone, a sister for Polly Annie.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to David Bellman, Kenneth Brown, Neil Fisher,  
Norman Keever-Woolf, Stephen Rollings and all who have 
special birthdays this month.

Weddings
Mazel tov to Marsha and Laurence Alexander on the wedding 
of their daughter Charlie to Scott. Mazel tov also to grandpar-
ents Rita and Ronnie Mitchell.

Achievements
Mazel tov to Alon Jackson, eldest grandson of June Jackson, 
on his post-graduate MSc, Masters Degree from IDC universi-

mark ever achieved in Israel. 

Special anniversaries
Mazel tov to:

 
   Anniversary 

 
   Anniversary.

Get Well
Isaacs, Ivor Sorokin and all who are unwell or in hospital.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to 

 
   Bentzion Rader z’l

 
   Freedman z’l, Nina Taylor z’l and Ray Williams z’l

Stonesettings
The memorial stone in loving memory of Pearl Caplan, wife of 
the late Sid Lawrence, will take place on Thursday 8 June at 
3.00 pm at the Jewish Cemetery Meadowview Brighton.

The high standard of presentation to which we have become 
accustomed, was maintained at the last two meetings of our 
2016-17 session.
On 28 March, Dr Susan Cohen, Honorary Fellow, Parkes 
Institute, University of Southampton, spoke on “Eleanor 
Rathbone, rescuing the refugees”. Miss Rathbone, brought 
up in a privileged home, was one of the first women Members 
of Parliament. Her concern for the needy and vulnerable led 
her to become highly involved with the National Committee 
for Rescue from Nazi Terror, whose work saved the lives of 
hundreds of persecuted Jews. She is remembered by the 
School at Magdiel in Israel, named after her.
At our final meeting on 25 April, Joseph Citron, a Doctoral 
student at University College, University of London, gave us 
the benefit of his researches so far into the understanding 
of Kabbalah. His lecture entitled “Demystifying the Mystic 
- Prague in the Seventeenth Century” started with an 
explanation of Kabbalah and the Zohar and such luminaries 

to the ideas promulgated in seventeenth century Prague by 

Shelah and other texts. Joseph, well known in our community, 
displayed a profound knowledge of his subject and great 
enthusiasm in sharing it with us.

Your views
Help please
My name is Sandra Cohen, I am a very young at heart, fit and 
active 58 year old. I have lived in Israel for many years and 
have worked with many families babysitting and nannying 
amongst other things, such as teaching English. 

I am moving back to Sussex and am looking for work. I 
would love to hear from anyone who may need help. All jobs 
considered, full or part time. Please email me at  
sandra.cohen@hotmail.co.uk

The Jewish Historical Society – Sussex Branch recommences its 
meetings in the autumn at Ralli Hall starting at 7.45 pm prompt. The 
Programme is:

On 24 October 2017 our guest speaker will be Dr Barry Kleinberg 
of London School of Jewish Studies who will speak on “American 
Jewish History 1790 - 1914”.

On 28 November 2017 our guest speaker will be Dr Nadia Valman, 
Queen Mary, University of London who will speak on “19th Century 
Jewish Literature”.

On 30 January 2018 our guest speakers will be Rabbi Hershel Rader 
of Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, and Gordon Franks of the 
Jewish Historical Society, Sussex Branch who will speak on “Israel 
Samuel”.

On 27 February 2018 our guest speaker will be Dr Kim Wuenschmann 
of the University of Sussex who will speak on “The Concentration 
Camps and Anti-Semitic Terror, 1933-1939”.

On 20 March 2018 our guest speaker will be Maureen Kendler of the 
London School of Jewish Studies who will speak on “Israel Zangwill: 
the Jew, the Englishman and the space between”.

On 24 April 2018 our guest speaker will be Mrs Vanessa Freedman of 
University College, University of London who will speak on “Sir Moses 
Montefiore - Honoured and Venerable Sir”.

Jewish Historical Society of England - Sussex Branch



4 5

ISSUE 275 | JUNE 2017

Sussex and the City

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacqueline Tichauer

Unfortunately, I am starting on a very sad note, as one of 
our wonderful volunteers, Sylvia Arghebant, passed away on 
Wednesday 3rd May. She was a very special lady and we all 
have very fond memories of her. She will be sadly missed by 
all at the Lunch and Social Club. 
We would like to say a huge thank you to the ladies who 
play bridge during the week and have generously donated 
in excess of £11,000 in the last 11 years. We appreciate this 
very much and the money is put to very good use for the 
running of the Lunch Club. 
By the time this is published we will have been to Rushfield 

enjoy visiting it as there is also a farm and a very nice gift 
shop.
We are planning to go away to Eastbourne for 3 nights in July. 
I cannot believe this will be our 9th visit.  We always have a 
great time. 
If you want some company and are looking for a good three 
course kosher meal, please join us at the Lunch Club. We 
would love to see you there.
If you are interested in any of the above, please contact 
Jacquie on 01273 739999. 

In spring, as part of the debates 
surrounding the new chairing of the 
Jewish Leadership Council, outgoing and 

about the community needing to review 
the fact that we have over 2,000 charity 
organisations. They were driving at what 
they see as a lack 

of collaboration and duplication, 
meaning that there is too much 
competition for funds.
It’s great that it appears to me 
in Brighton & Hove, as a relative 
newcomer, that we may not be 
perfect but do pretty well here, 
with a lot of cross-communal work 
driving the activities and ethos of 
Helping Hands, the Rep Council, 
Sussex Jewish News, Ralli Hall and 
others featuring in these pages.
In terms of fund raising, did you 
know that Helping Hands has 
its very own collection box co-
ordinator post, held by David 
Schaverien? When talking with David, he did admit that this is 
the self-designated title he uses in connection with promoting 
this great fundraising idea he had about four years ago.
David had been at a lunch for another charity and by each 
person’s place setting was a cardboard collecting box. Until it 
fell to pieces, he would fill it with small change and each time 
the box was full, he emptied it into a bag, took it contents to 
a supermarket coin counter and then sent a cheque to the 
charity for that amount, with an extra tenner. 
This was David’s own adaptation of the JNF Blue Boxes he 

box, introduced at the Fifth Zionist Congress in 1901). Delving 
more, I found that this was the brainchild of Haim Kleinman, 

drop in a coin and at the end of the year I’ll have 365’. 

Back to supporting our own local community needs, David 
successfully proposed the idea of Helping Hands boxes to 
the executive and he has been running it ever since. His role 
is to supply the boxes to collectors, take them back full, 
count the coins, receipt them, sort them into the separate 
bank bags, bank the proceeds, transfer the money to Helping 
Hands’ bank account and reconcile the donations with the 
Treasurer’s accounts. 

We have worked out to date that 
almost £1,500 has been raised 
by David and the generous band 
of Helping Hands box collection 
donors.
This is quite a painstaking and a long 
job, David explained, because of his 
disability and so he has enlisted the 
help of his friend, Mervyn Eason, 
which speeds up everything. David 
is very happy to do anything he 
can for Helping Hands as, being 
in a wheelchair and with physical 
limitations restricting what he can 
and cannot do, volunteers from 
Helping Hands are a godsend with 
someone taking him shopping, to 

doctor’s appointments when needed and of course coming to 
the social get-togethers at the bi-monthly Ajex Hall teas. 
Currently most box users are volunteers or members of 
the Helping Hands’ executive and it would be great if more 
people would take part. So, how can you take possession 
of your very own Helping Hands’ collection box. Simple – 

uwclub.net) or through the usual Helping Hands number 

The collection boxes are an important part of supporting the 
activities of Helping Hands, as well as appreciating donations 
from clients and volunteers. We would also love people 
to nominate us as their charity of choice for birthdays or 
anniversaries. Do be on standby too, when we next need to 

years) as we’ll really welcome imaginative campaign ideas 
and marathon or fun runners!

Helping Hands
by Jason Lever

01273 747722
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Grace Eyre Shared Lives 
Share your home, enrich a life…become a Shared Lives Carer.

someone with a learning disability who is from the Jewish faith and is 
keen to live within the Jewish community. If you feel this role is right 
for you, we’d love to hear from you!

disabilities in the Shared Lives carer’s home. So, if you have a spare 
room and you’d like to share your daily life with a person with a 
learning disability, then this could be for you. Shared Lives Carers 
support people to make choices, lead a meaningful life and develop 
their independence. Shared Lives carers receive training, 24/7 
support and payment of between £365 - £465 per week.
Our Shared Lives scheme is regulated through the Care Quality 
Commission. Every potential Shared Lives carer undertakes an 
assessment process, followed by training and support, at the end of 
which they meet with a Shared Lives panel to formalise their position 
as a fully-fledged Shared Lives Carer.

over 100 years. It’s probably the oldest charity in Brighton & Hove, 

Over the years, the charity has grown and now supports in excess of 
700 people with learning disabilities across Brighton & Hove, Sussex 

at home and lots of activities and projects in our centres and in the 
community.
Please contact us for a friendly informal chat, email us or visit our 
website: www.grace-eyre.org. Email: sharedlives@grace-eyre.org

Nina Taylor z’l
9 March 1925 – 4 May 2017
by Sue Taylor 

Nina Taylor was born in 
Romford on 9 March 1925, the 
second daughter of Rachel and 
Zuskind Marron. Her father, an 
avid socialist born in Latvia, 
wanted to call her Lenina. Her 
mother, born in Poland but 
less avid, vetoed the name 
and suggested Helen. Her 
father objected, “why stifle a 
cockney?” so Ellen Miriam was 
agreed for the birth certificate 
but Nina was what she was 
always called.
Life wasn’t easy for the family. 
Zus suffered a complication in 
the 1918 flu epidemic which 
left him an invalid. Nina’s elder 
sister Doris suffered from 
rheumatoid arthritis. As her 
husband was unable to work, 
Rachel provided for her family, 

sometimes having to pretend that Zus was her widowed brother and 
her children her nieces.
The family lived in Essex and London. Nina attended Stepney Jewish 
and Laura Place Schools. During the war she was evacuated to the 
west country and the family moved to Bristol. Nina did well at school, 
gaining a scholarship to study medicine at Bristol University. She 
never forgot the help given to her by the local council before the 
system of grants was introduced.
Nina graduated in 1949 and decided that it was time to marry. She 
was introduced by friends to Ralph Taylor, ten years older and a 

doctor with a private general practice in Chatham. Their first date was 
on New Year’s Eve 1949. They married on 14 June 1950 and settled 
down in Chatham. Their only daughter, Sue, was born eighteen 
months later.
Nina and Ralph worked together in the practice. Nina specialised 
in family planning and was a part-time medical officer for Marks 
and Spencer. When Ralph’s illness forced them to sell the practice, 
Nina and Ralph travelled widely to assess people for war pensions, 
disability payments and insurance claims. Nina sat as a magistrate for 
many years.
In the early 1980s, Nina finally persuaded Ralph to move to Brighton, 
first to a house in Roman Road and later to Braemore Court. Here 
they were able to enjoy the large Jewish community that had been 
lacking in Chatham. Nina’s only regret was that they hadn’t moved 
earlier. Nina was Chairman of JACS for some years and also enjoyed 
attending the Lunch & Social Club at Ralli Hall. She gave readily to 
numerous charities and also donated an ambulance to Magen David 
Adom in Israel.
Ralph died in 2003 aged 88. Tired of living on her own and 
increasingly in need of help, Nina moved to Nightingale House 
in November 2013 where she enjoyed an active social life, 
enthusiastically taking part in many activities. She became 
increasingly frail, living with Alzheimer’s disease. After a very short 
final illness, she died peacefully, aged 92, on 4 May 2017 in St. 

From Shirley Jaffe, Chairperson of JACS
I know that all long-standing members of JACS, as well as many 
others in our community, will be sad to hear of the death of our 
previous Chairperson, Dr. Nina Taylor. Nina was Chair for many years 
and only gave up when her health was failing and she moved to 
Nightingale House in Battersea to be near her daughter.
She sometimes talked about her early days as a medical student, her 
pioneering days setting up a practice in Kent and her life in the small 
Jewish community in Chatham. 
We missed her a lot when she left, and send our sincere condolences 
to her family.
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We are pleased to set out our programming for the next several 
months.
World Refugee Day event - Refugees Then and Now
Tuesday 20 June 2017 14:00-16:00 University of Sussex, Meeting 
House, BN1 9QF

mark World Refugee Day in conjunction with the Chaplaincy. 
Canon Dr Paul Oestreicher will give the opening address, linking 

crisis. The second main speaker will be Professor Nadje Al-Ali 
from the London School of Oriental and African Studies, whose 
research has highlighted the experiences of refugees from Iraq. 
The workshop will be followed by refreshments.

place/s by Wednesday 7 June) 

678217
The Kurt Hellman Memorial Lecture at the Max and Hilde 
Kochmann Summer School 

Opening Remarks – Professor Edward Timms

Jewish Studies: Max and Hilde Kochmann and their friend Kurt 
Hellman
Professor Marjorie Perloff will speak on The Vienna Paradox:  
Jewish Identity and Austrian High Culture from World War I to the 
Anschluss

Jewish family in Vienna and fled abroad in 1938 when she was 
six-and-a-half. The family settled in the United States, where 
she has had a distinguished academic career, currently being 
Professor of English at the University of Southern California. 
Her numerous books include The Futurist Moment: Avant-

Wittgenstein’s Ladder: Poetic Language and the Strangeness of 

recent publication is Edge of Irony: Modernism in the Shadow of 

2004 memoir The Vienna Paradox.
Attendance is free. Booking essential. Email: cgjs@sussex.ac.uk 

Family Archives
Monday 11 September 14:30-16:30, The Keep, Woollards Way, 
Brighton, BN1 9BP 

of the world to escape from Nazi persecution. Some settled in the 
UK, while others found refuge in the US, often having left friends 
and relatives behind. Letters were the main medium for people to 
stay in touch and to express how they felt about world politics as 
well as the more mundane things in life.
As Britain entered the war, communication with relatives 

relationships amongst those who had escaped became tighter. 

examples of correspondence between refugees in the UK and the 
US survive. Most of the letters were written in English, because 
refugees were keen to practice their written English. These letters 
offer an immediate, personal and intimate insight into everyday 
life in Britain and the US during World War II.  

At this event, participants will have an opportunity to read the 
original correspondence alongside photographs and other 
materials from the time. Together with archivist Samira Teuteberg, 

did they cope with everyday life in the UK?’ 
Attendance is free. Booking essential. Email: Samira.Teuteberg@

Tuesday, 12 September 10.00 – 16:00 at The Keep, Woollards 
Way, Brighton, BN1 9BP 
During this one day workshop, scholars who have researched 

University of Sussex will present some of their findings. Speakers 
will include Emeritus Professor Edward Timms, Dr Andrea 
Hammel and Dr Deborah Schultz. This workshop will also be an 
opportunity to launch a newly created website showing digitised 

site will highlight mostly visual materials, such as photographs, 
art works and documents, illustrating key developments in the 

If you are interested in the event and for further information 
contact email Samira.Teuteberg@sussex.ac.uk or telephone:  +44 

Jewish Studies at the University of Sussex, Falmer.

Centre for German-Jewish Studies
by Diana Franklin
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Yom Ha’Shoa at Ralli Hall
by Yael Breuer

Reviews of And Then They Came For Me 

Over 200 people from across the Jewish community, as well 
as representatives from the wider community, gathered at 
Ralli Hall in Hove to mark Yom Ha’Shoah. The congregants 

and listened to a talk by Holocaust Survivor Eva Schloss, 
whose story is the main subject of the play. A multi-media 
production involving dramatisation as well as documented 
accounts of survivors Mrs Schloss and Ed Silverberg, the 
play remembers the world of Anne Frank, who was a friend of 
both, and whose father, Otto Frank, survived Auschwitz Death 
Camp and became Eva Schloss’ stepfather after the War. Mrs 
Schloss is also the co-founder of the Anne Frank Trust UK.

The event was organised by The Sussex Jewish 
Representative Council and the play was also staged the 
following day for local schools. The Deputy Lieutenant of East 

Labour Party politician Ivor Caplin and the Rabbis of all 
Brighton and Hove synagogues were in attendance.

Ellah Sasson, who is celebrating her Bat Mitzvah this month 
at the Reform synagogue and who chose to write her Bat 
Mitzvah project about Mrs Schloss’ life, had the opportunity 
to meet and interview Mrs Schloss after the event. Ellah’s 
mother, Sarah Sasson, said, “This is the first time in her life 
she has studied the holocaust and it all becomes very real 
when you meet a survivor. I don’t think most adults can 
comprehend what really happened, let alone a soon-to-be 
teenager. Added to that we finally managed to trace Ellah’s 
great-grandmother’s Auschwitz number as she wanted to 
dedicate her project to her. She found the evening tough but 
it has left her with many more questions about her heritage 
which she will probably pursue over time”.

The event was also reported on Brighton Latest TV and can 
be viewed on  https://youtu.be/7VumdzJRlC4

by Theo Dowglass Yr 9 
We all think of our teenage dramas as 
such huge problems. When we lose 
friends we think, “How can anything be 
worse than this?” Homework, exams, 
revision are all classed in our heads as 
a big deal. I felt like this, but watching 
And Then They Came For Me has 
genuinely changed my perspective on 
how I think of things.
This heart-rending story about four 
children around our age and the effects 
the war had on them can be described 
in one word: inspiring. The script 
was carefully written so that we as 
an audience could comprehend their 
stories without the need for gore. The 
way that two of the actors playing of 

to speak their exact words while also 
leaving pauses for actual interviews with 
the actual Eva and Ed to be played in 
the background was simply moving.
The character study of a child in the 
Hitler Youth Movement provided a 
fresh perspective on a subject not 
commonly spoken about. We were 
able to understand that from the age 

into their heads. However, the most 
tear-jerking story this character told 
was when he was given a puppy to 
look after for six months, he was told 
to care for it and to protect it as a way 
to teach a sense of responsibility. Then, 
at one meeting they were all ordered to 
strangle their puppies. They were told 

if they disobeyed this order. That 

was when I began to understand that 
everyone was emotionally damaged in 
that sickening war.
The portrayal of Anne Frank was 
touching, as we could see her 
personality portrayed so clearly - an 
experience I feel we cannot get from 
any book or documentary. Anne’s 
relationships with all the characters 
were well defined which must have 
been challenging since there were only 
four actors! When I first found out that 
there were only four actors playing 
a multitude of characters I began to 
believe that I would become easily 
puzzled, however this was far from 
the case as the actors were so skilled 
in their ability to be able to change 
their tone, their body language, the 
movements with every character they 
played.
Yet, the most emotional part for me 
was when we were able to talk to 
Eva Schloss herself. At the end of 
the performance the audience was 
given the opportunity to ask her 
questions to which Eva, 88 years 
old, gave inspirational answers. Eva 
was taken on her 15th Birthday by 

interrogated, tortured and taken to a 
concentrated camp. Eva and her Mum 
were lucky enough to survive on hope 

her father and brother died. Eva raised 
awareness that inhumane acts are still 
happening today all over the world and 
many people are just turning away and 
dismissing this fact. I asked her, “What 

can we do as young people to help 
raise more awareness?” She responded 
by saying that one day we will be old 
enough to vote and tell politicians that 
things have got to change, one day we 
can start petitions and campaigns and 
shout from the rooftops and make that 
change. Until then, Eva said we can 
simply tell the story and daily accept 
each other for who we are, with all of 
our differences.
We would like to say a huge thank you 
to the Sussex Jewish Representative 
Council for their invitation.

by Amber 
I thought this piece was very important 
as it reminded us what inhuman acts 
these innocent people suffered. It has 
a huge moral message and should be 
seen by many to remind us about world 
peace and how the world should work 
together rather than inflicting the same 
situation again.
It was also an incredible experience 
to see the actual person the story was 
created around. I thought her presence 
added to it all.

by Kate 
I found the story quite overwhelming 
over-all as I haven’t learnt much about 
WW2 and the situations people were 
put in. Even then I didn’t realize just how 
bad it all was, so to watch the play and 
to know that they were true stories hit 
me quite hard. 

Sussex and the City
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All photos courtesy of Melanie Seligman

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams

by Amani 
It was extraordinary to see how strong 
Eva was and I was amazed and moved 
by her story and journey. I think she 
is an extremely inspiring woman who 
wants the world to know that we should 
not be blinded by prejudice, which is 
why I believe that everyone should hear 
about her and her story. 

by Ava 
Eva Schloss has inspired me to take a 
stand and fight against unfairness in 
the world, so hopefully no one goes 
through the scarring torture she had to 
endure.

by Natasha 
I didn’t know much about the Hitler 
youth, but I thought that they were 
cruel people who enjoyed hurting 
innocent people. Maybe they were – 
but the play has given me a different 
perspective. Maybe the Hitler youth 
felt like it was an obligation to join 
and if they didn’t they would be going 
against their country. Maybe they were 
even forced to join by their friends 
and family. Whatever the reason, it 
has given me a different view about 
the people who carried out the cruel 
deeds.

by Rae 
This made me think about whether 
or not I would have been able to go 
through such an experience.

by Jenna 
Overall I found it inspirational to be able 
to experience and discover the truth of 
what happened during the Holocaust 
from the point of view of a survivor who 
had been through all this unnecessary 
torture. 

Finally, it was amazing that the 
Holocaust survivor came up to the 
stage at the beginning – it was such a 
pleasant surprise! She was amazing and 
meeting her is an experience I’ll never 
forget.

The very moving play “And Then They Came for Me” has 
now been seen by approximately two hundred people, and a 
further fifty secondary school children from the local area the 

mainly from our community, included local dignitaries. We 
were honoured by the attendance of a very dignified and 

Anne Frank), who, at 88 years of age, added so much to 
the ambience and emotion created by the play itself. It was 
almost impossible not to feel what those poor people went 
through and I congratulate the remarkable young actors who 

of the audience) could really believe that they were, indeed, 
beleaguered and terrified Jews living in occupied Holland.

The Board of Management of B&HJCF at Ralli Hall feels very 
happy that it was approached to host this remarkable and 
moving event, which is at the core of what Ralli Hall is all 
about – serving this community without the community having 
to foot the commercial cost of providing the accommodation. 
We are indeed fortunate that, back in 1975, when the 
opportunity arose to purchase the magnificent, but at the 
time very run-down, building from All Saints Church in The 
Drive, the community rose to the occasion, the finances were 
somehow raised and Ralli Hall was purchased for what was 
then a Youth Club. 

I am very happy to say that a group of about forty or so forty-
somethings, including both of my children, met in the Youth 
Lounge, the venue of many years of happy activities until, a 
good many years later, Youth Clubs were superseded by the 
digital age. The organiser of this fun and nostalgic evening 
was Phil Brooks, who is no longer a resident of this town., 
He obviously still has very fond memories of his time at Ralli 
Hall and, his mother, the late Rene Brooks, together with 
my mother, the late Doris Abrahams, both well-loved by all, 
together with many other willing volunteers, cooked endless 
plates of fish fingers, peas and chips for the dozens of hungry 
youngsters who had lots of fun straight from school on most 
evenings of the week.

Meeting, which will be held on Wednesday, 21 June at the 

8.00 pm). I sincerely hope that more than the usual 18 to 20 
stalwart members will attend and, as you are all well aware, 
the Board of Management is still hoping that some of the 
next generation will step up and take our place before we all 
become too old and frail to continue!

In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

Sussex and the City
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From the pages of Algemeiner

One of the Greatest Comebacks in English Soccer
by Ben Cohen

If Israeli players are a rare sight in the 
upper echelons of European soccer – at 
least when compared with the number 
of Argentinians, Dutch, Brazilians, 

pepper the continent’s nest teams – an 
Israeli duo is virtually unknown.  But 
when the English soccer season begins 
towards the end of August, two of 
Israel’s nest exports, Tomer Hemed and 
Beram Kayal, will make their debuts in 
the coveted Premier League, wearing 
the colours of newly-promoted Brighton 
and Hove Albion. 

Combine the story of Hemed and 
Kayal’s friendship, which stretches back 
to their time as youth players  in the 
Israeli port city of Haifa, with Brighton’s 
imminent arrival in England’s top 
flight after an absence since 1983 – a 
miserable season which saw them 
sink into soccer’s second tier and 
lose the prestigious FA Cup Final to 
Manchester United, followed by almost 
three decades living with the shadow  
of bankruptcy over the club – and you 
have enough plot lines for a mini-series. 

For Hemed, now 30, and Kayal, who is 
29, the story begins in the youth system 
of Maccabi Haifa. Both played in Haifa’s 
youth team, with Kayal spending a 
successful career in Israeli soccer 
entirely with the club. Hemed spent a 
few seasons on loan to other clubs in 
Israel, returning to Maccabi Haifa for 
their championship winning 2010-11 
season, during which he delighted the 
Haifa faithful with a tally of 18 goals. 

After that, the glamor of European 
soccer came calling for both players. 
Kayal headed for the venerable 

Hemed went to Spain and La Liga, 
playing for both Almeria and Majorca. 

Hemed reflected on his experience thus 
far in an interview with The Algemeiner. 
“For Israeli players, it’s not easy to 
come and play in the big leagues, 
in places like Spain, England and 

“We had a few who succeeded” he 
continued, reeling off a list of Israeli 
players who made their careers in the 
Premier League, two of whom – Yossi 
Benayoun and Tal Ben-Haim – played 
for 13 different clubs between them. 

In soccer, such restless wandering is 
often a sign that a player is struggling 
to make the starting line-up. But 
Hemed and Kayal have become familiar 
figures in Brighton’s first team for the 
last two seasons. In 2015-16, Kayal, a 
midfielder, was named the club’s player 
of the  year, while Hemed, a striker, 
overcame  a difficult start to crown the 
season as Brighton’s top scorer, with 18 
goals. 

This year, as Brighton - a festive town 
on England’s south coast - achieved 
the promotion denied them at the final 
hurdle the year before, Hemed netted 
14 goals. Kayal played a smaller role in 

the campaign, having spent the months 
of October until January on the side-
lines with a nasty ankle injury. With the 
promotion celebrations out of the way, 
neither player, Hemed made clear, is 
fazed by the prospect of the Premier 
League. 

“Me and Beram grew up together in 
Maccabi Haifa, but before we achieved 
the promotion to the Premier League 
with Brighton, we’d gained a lot of 
experience,” Hemed explained. “When 
Beram was with Celtic, he played in  the 

most important club competition, which 
brings together the top-ranking teams 
from the domestic soccer leagues.) I 
played in Spain, in La Liga.” 

Hemed has tremendous faith in 
Brighton’s ability to weather the  most 
punishing aspect of European 
soccer – the combined relegation 
and promotion process at the end of 
each season, through which the three 
worst-performing teams are sent down 
to a lower league, just as the three 
best-performing teams from that same 
league pass them on the way up. It 
certainly looks much rosier when you 
recall that twenty years ago, Brighton 
were forced to sell their ground, facing 
on top the prospect of having to 
abandon professional soccer altogether 
because of their financial crisis. 

“When I came to Brighton, the team 
had just finished the season almost in 
the relegation zone”, Hemed said. “I 

to the Premier League with Brighton.” 
People thought I was crazy because of 
what had happened the season before 
but then we almost achieved promotion 
in my first season. So this season, we 
were ready, we showed how strong we 
are and we got the promotion with four 
games to spare.” 

Hemed has warm words for Brighton’s 
manager, Chris Hughton, and the club’s 
technical staff, putting the team’s 
success down to “their good work”. 
And he is candid about what Brighton’s 
ambitions should be in the forthcoming 
season, which will see the side travel 
to the likes of formidable opponents, 
among them Chelsea, Tottenham 
Hotspur and Manchester United – the 
sorts of fixtures that will doubtless lead 
the crueller soccer pundits to predict 
Brighton’s swift return to the second 
tier. Tomer Hemed (left) and Beram Kayal – the Jewish-Arab duo from Israel with English soccer team Brighton and 

Hove Albion. Photo: BHAFC/Paul Hazlewood

It’s One of the Greatest 
Comebacks in English 

Soccer History, and It’s 
Being Led by an Israeli 

Arab and an Israeli Jew.
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“I think in the end we need to 
look  at the teams that came up 

of England’s second tier league) that 
are similar to us”, Hemed observed. 
“Teams like Burnley, no-one thought 
they can stay there, but they did.  
We need to play the best we can 
against the biggest teams but we 
also need to be realistic and play our 
best against the clubs towards the 
bottom of the league table. The aim 
is to stay in the Premier League for 
as long as we can.” 

On the field and off it, Hemed has 
expressed an uncomplicated pride in 
being Israeli. Interest in his friendship 
with Kayal has been heightened 
by the fact that one is a Jew and  the 
other is an Arab. In an interview with 

for Brighton in 2015, Hemed said, 
“In Maccabi Haifa, there are  many 
Israeli Arab players. There is a good 
feeling. You don’t feel something weird.” 
Brighton’s decision to sign him, he said, 
was partly sparked by Kayal, who “told 
the people here...good things about 
me,” Hemed recounted. 

Asked whether he regarded himself as 
flying the flag for Israeli soccer on the 
European stage, Hemed answered: “I 
think maybe. Because we don’t have a 
lot of Israeli players, so all the players 
who are there are proud to represent 
our country and to compete against the 
biggest players and the biggest teams.” 

Since moving to Brighton, Hemed has 
forged close links with the local Jewish 
community, many of whom delight in 
seeing him take to the field at home 
matches with a haircut that sports a 
Star of David. I asked him if it was true 
that he’s a regular in synagogue. 

“I try to do what I can,” Hemed said. 
“To bring kosher meat from London, to 

go to the synagogue on Friday night if 
we are playing at home. I’m happy that 
we have a big Jewish community in 
Brighton.” 

Hemed recounted that the general  
joy over Brighton’s promotion was 
heightened in the Jewish community, 
as Tony Bloom – who purchased the 
club in 2011 and turned its fortunes 
around – and his family are members 
of the synagogue. “The whole city was 
excited. Everyone in the synagogue 
supports the team so it makes me 
happy to go there. In the stadium you 
can spot a lot of Israeli flags, which is 
great to see.” 

I asked Hemed whether some of the 
success that he and Kayal have enjoyed 
might rub off onto the Israeli national 
side. He was realistic about the slim 
chances of Israel making it to the 2018 
World Cup, out of a qualifying group 
that contains Spain and Italy. 

 

Nevertheless, Hemed said that the 
Israeli team is committed to seeing  out 
the qualifying rounds with as much 
success as possible, “that will give us a 
push for the qualifiers next time”. 

The last time Israel played in a World 
Cup was in Mexico in 1970, when 
they failed to get past the group stage 
that year. “My dream is to be one of 
the players that will get to the World 
Cup,” Hemed said. “We see around us 
many national teams that before a few 
years, no-one thought they could do it, 
and they did do it. We need to believe 
always.”

The above article and photographs 
were originally published by Algemeiner 
on 21 May 2017 and is reprinted with 
permission.

Tomer Hemed in action for Brighton against Italian 
side Lazio. Photo: BHAFC/Paul Hazlewood

Brighton and Hove Jewish 
Housing Association

Will shortly have a vacancy in Central Hove for 

a one bedroom flat.
Affordable rent includes:

central heating and constant hot water,  

use of garden.
Please telephone 07716 114012 or email: 

bahjha@gmail.com for an application form.
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Brighton & Hove Albion - The Bloom Connection
by Ronnie Bloom

It has been a long journey, almost forty 
years, since the Bloom family first 
became involved with Brighton & Hove 
Albion Football Club. My father, Harry, 
joined the club in 1980 as a Director and 
became Vice-Chairman two years later 
when Mike Bamber became Chairman.   

days!

Left to Right: Brian Clough, Harry Bloom, Mike Bamber 

Their first coup was when Brian Clough 
was appointed Team Manager along 
with Peter Taylor. Although Brian 
Clough’s tenure was short-lived, it set 
the scene for a very successful period 
and, when Alan Mullery took over as 
Manager, we gained promotion in 1978 
to the old First Division.

Sadly, but perhaps fittingly, my father 
passed away on the team coach taking 
the players to a match at Stoke City in 
1980. He had become a hugely popular 
personality in Brighton and Hove and is 
still warmly remembered by 
many people in the city today.

My brother Ray was invited to 
join as a Director in 1984 and 
has served as a Member on 
the Board for 33 years, which 
I’m sure may be a record at 
the club! His enthusiasm for 
the club shows no bounds 
and he has many a story to 
tell of the ups and downs of 
the club during this period, 
culminating in no fewer than 
six promotions – but alas, 
also a few relegations along 
the way.

Twenty years ago, the 

sold by the owner and the BHAFC 
were left without a stadium. During 
those wandering years we played at 

eventually returned to Brighton at the 
Council-owned Withdean Stadium.

After much negotiation, a site was 
secured at Falmer and BHAFC finally 
moved into the American Express 

Community 
Stadium in 2011. 
We have the most 
modern and iconic 
stadium in Europe, 
and have won 
many awards along 
the way.

One problem 
became very 
apparent 
once planning 
permission was 
approved, which 
was the financing 
of the construction 
of the stadium as 
well as the cost of 

running the football club with very little 
income.

Although my son Tony, at this stage 
was not officially involved in the 
club’s management, he supported it 
financially during the Withdean days. 
Once planning permission for the new 
stadium had finally been approved 
in 2009, Tony confirmed that he was 
prepared to fund the development of 
the stadium and became Chairman and 
owner of the BHAFC.

My eldest son Darren, a person 
with a seemingly encyclopaedic 

football knowledge, has done stellar 
work behind the scenes, providing 
information on recruitment of new 
players.

Shortly after the opening of the Amex 
Stadium, a site for the development of 
a new training facility was approved in 
Lancing. The club can be rightly proud 
of having one of the finest training 
complexes in the country.

Tony’s investment in the club has 
been well established but perhaps has 
created even more value when you 
consider the many new generations of 
supporters that will be able to come 
and enjoy the wonderful experience of 
cheering their favourites at the Amex.

Harry’s affiliation with the club all those 
years ago has cemented a relationship 
with BHAFC that has lived on through 
the Bloom family. His children, myself 
included, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren are Albion supporters, 
many of whom were at the game that 
launched the Albion into the Premier 
League.

Probably the most exciting moment 
I have ever experienced in my sixty-
five years as an Albion supporter, 
was when, on 17 April 2017, the final 
whistle was blown by the referee in the 
game against Wigan, when we were 
assured of our Premier League status. 
The drama of thirty thousand ecstatic 
supporters embracing the players on 
the pitch was a unique moment in the 
club’s history.

The experience was further enhanced 
when I was part of the open-bus 
parade along the seafront with 100,000 
supporters cheering the team as it 

passed through a sea of 
blue and white. This was 
followed by Tony being 
made a Freeman of the 
City of Brighton & Hove – 
a high honour indeed. 

This season for me has 
been an unbelievable 
experience for both 
myself and the Bloom 
family. One which we will 
savour forever.

The Blooms – left to right 
Tony, Ray, Ronnie, Darren and 
David in the front

Photo courtesy The Argus

Features
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Features

An Unforgettable Trip
by Alexander Rosenthal

On 19 April 2017, I travelled to Warsaw, Poland as one of 250 
participants from the UK for a six-day educational programme 
run by March of the Living.
The March of the Living is an international movement that 
brings Jewish people from all over the world to Poland on 
Yom Ha’Shoah, Holocaust Memorial Day. Its purpose is three-
fold. Firstly, it encourages each participant to learn about the 
bustling Jewish life that once existed in Warsaw and Europe 
as a whole. Secondly, it facilitates our attempt to understand 
comprehend the atrocities that occurred. Finally and perhaps 
most significantly, it allows us to celebrate the strength and 
resolve of the Jewish people today. This is achieved via a 
march undertaken by approximately 6,000 Jews and non-
Jews alike, from the gates of Auschwitz I to Birkenau; the 
largest concentration camp complex built during World War II.

The infamous gates 
of Auschwitz I. The 
slogan, “Arbeit macht 
frei”, translates to 
“Work sets you free”.  

We began the 
first of our 
fascinating six 
days in Warsaw, 
visiting the 
Warsaw Jewish 
Cemetery, 
which is one 
of the largest 

Jewish cemeteries in the world, containing over 250,000 
marked graves in addition to the mass graves of victims 

unimaginable, stretching as far as the eye could see in every 
direction. The startling realisation hit me that these swathes 
of gravestones represented only ten percent of the Polish 
Jewish population who were murdered during the Holocaust. 
The following day, we visited Majdanek concentration camp. 
The watch-towers that surrounded the camp were visible in 
the distance as the coach pulled up to park, which put a chill 
down my spine. Once we entered the camp, we came across 
a barrack that contained nothing but shoes. Witnessing these 
piles of shoes which were almost unrecognisable caused 
stunned silence across our group. We moved through the 
camp and finally reached a large memorial filled with an 
incredibly large pile of ash from the crematorium. It was 
touching that one of the non-Jewish participants on our 
coach volunteered to read a story of a young boy who had 
lost his life at Majdanek.

Foreground: The 

that stands at the 
entrance to Madjanek. 
Background: The 
watch-towers 
of Madjanek 
concentration camp.

The coach 
that our group 
travelled on 
between sites 

contained an array of diverse nationalities and religions, 
many of whom attended the packed Friday night service at 

the Isaac synagogue in Warsaw. The synagogue remarkably 
remained intact during the war, being used by the Nazis as a 
stable for their horses. The service was a joyous one; many 
of the men, including myself, got up to dance in a circle 
around the bimah. It reflected an outpouring of emotion after 
a draining first few days; a celebration that this once thriving 
synagogue could yet again experience life.
During the trip, we stopped off at a number of small Polish 
villages which would otherwise be unremarkable if it wasn’t 
for the atrocities that occurred there. One such village was 
Markowa, in the south-eastern region of Poland. Here, we 
stood by a beautiful memorial as we heard the story of how 
the Ulma family, who were sheltering 8 Jewish members 

me to develop some form of connection with those who 
perished, something that is impossible when trying to 
comprehend six million.
The memorial 
remembering the 
Ulma family. There 

background: two of 
which signify the 
parents, Jozef and 
Wiktoria; six of which 
signify the Ulma 

signifies the fact that 
Wiktoria was pregnant 
at the time of being 
shot.

The trip culminated in an unforgettable march that took place 
from Auschwitz I to Birkenau. We arrived at Auschwitz I along 
with another 100 or so coaches, before taking our position in 
preparation for the march to commence. We were surrounded 
by a rich variety of nationalities: Americans, Israelis, Indians, 
Russians, Koreans, South Americans, all here for the same 
reason - to celebrate, remember and honour those who 
were murdered during the Holocaust. The experience was 
almost indescribable. Never have I seen so many Israeli flags. 
They weren’t political gestures, but rather an expression of 
our pride of being 
Jewish and a show 
of defiance to the 
Nazis who failed 
to succeed in their 
mission.

messages in the 
railway track leading 
up to the entrance 
of Birkenau, after 
completing the march 
from Auschwitz I.
I would wholly recommend participating in March of the Living 
2018, for Jews and non-Jews alike. It taught me a great deal 
and gave me renewed pride in my religion. It won’t be long 
until there are no remaining survivors from the Holocaust; do 
take advantage of this opportunity to become a witness and 
help ensure that the history does not repeat itself.
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Sir Ernest John Ward Barnes was British Ambassador to 
Israel from 1969 to 1972. Although diplomatically neutral he 
was without doubt a strong supporter of the Jewish State, 
as testified by many of the dedications in the books on 
Israel presented to him by the authors thereof. Following 
the death of Sir John at his home in Hurstpierpoint and then 

if I could dispose of Sir John’s small collection of books on 
Israel. Some 40+ such books now lie on the floor in the hall of 
my home in Hove.
The books consist of auto and biography, reminiscences, 

politics and some on non-Jewish religions in Israel. Many 

of the books are signed by the authors thereof several of 
them with very personal dedications. I have already found 
material in them of particular interest to me in furthering my 
researches into the life of Orde Wingate. However, it seems 
to me that it would be best if this special collection were kept 
together and could be made available in general.
By the way, Sir John’s daughter married Lord Sassoon, a 
descendant of Sassoon, David Sassoon!
Any ideas, therefore, how this small but special collection 
could be disposed of would be most welcome. Please 

01273 419412.

My father’s sister, who kept a strictly kosher home, 
telephoned me saying that one of the Jewish neighbours, 
who lives in a warden assisted flat, said that the meat dish 
she had been provided with was Jewish ham. My cousin 
couldn’t believe that this was correct and wanted me to 
confirm it.
Although I had heard that in Israel bacon was called zebra 

ham does exist. The Sephardi tradition of making duck and 
goose ham, is also to this day identified as typically Jewish in 
countries such as Italy. 
Talking of kosher food, it may be of interest to our readers 
that frozen kosher chicken drumsticks are now available at 
Tesco and the Hechsher is from the Manchester Beth Din.

Book review by Stephanie Megitt
This is a mouthwatering cookery book, beautifully illustrated 
and full of traditionally Jewish recipes, some simple, some 
more challenging, and many with an interesting, modern twist. 
Emma sets out the roots of her cooking in the introduction 
- both Ashkenazi and Sephardi: North African influences 
are particularly strong. This pleases me as, although I am 
Ashkenazi I have always loved Sephardi dishes and this book 
gives clear instructions as to how to produce some of my 
favourites. For example, kibbeh, as far as I am concerned 
the jewel in the crown of Middle-Eastern delicacies, is here. 
And I can’t wait to try out her baba ganoush and the many 
other vegetarian dishes in “Fress”, as well as those containing 
fish, chicken, beef and lamb. Not to mention some gorgeous 
desserts.
The key to producing the “bold flavours from a Jewish 
kitchen” is a list of store cupboard ingredients, such as 
certain spices, including Za’atar, sumac and ras el hanout, 
with which one must first be supplied. This may seem a little 
daunting at first - but I am sure that once furnished with them 
all I will feel more confident about trying out the recipes for 
foods I have always wanted to cook. 

One little proviso: she says 
her family has always been 
traditional, if not kosher, 
so although most recipes 
are fine regarding kashrut, 
not mixing meat and milk, 
for example, just one or 
two may contain items 
which in my experience are 
unavailable for the kosher 
Ashkenazi kitchen, such as 
lamb shanks. 
There are many references 
to Emma’s background, including a family tree as well as an 
author biography, which help make Fress a delight to read, 
and which are key to conveying the strong sense of the warm 
Jewish hospitality with which we are all familiar. What is more, 
she was born and raised in Brighton. 
With its very clear instructions this is a superb book for 
inexperienced Jewish cooks, as well as those who would like 
to expand their repertoire.

Sir John’s Collection

Jewish Ham?
by David Schaverien

Fress
by Emma Spitzer, Masterchef finalist

Culture
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The Jewish Film Club took a break during 
May but is back on Sunday 18th June with 

des Mariées’), a French/Tunisian collaboration. It’s in French 
and Arabic with English subtitles. 
The story is set in Tunis in 1942. Against the background 
of the war, two teenage girlfriends, one Jewish, the other 
Muslim, cling to the bond they’ve shared since childhood. 
However, the world shared by both Jews and Arabs is being 

Tunis of both the French and the Jews. As Myriam is no 
longer safe, her mother attempts to marry her off to a wealthy 
doctor in order to save them both. But Myriam doesn’t want 
to get married, so she and Nour make efforts to scupper the 
wedding plans...
As usual the film will be shown at Ralli Hall at 7.30pm. Doors 
open 7pm for sign-in and chat and refreshments are available. 
We ask for a small donation on the door if you’re not a 
member of Ralli Hall.
The Film Club was started by Jackie Fuller nearly 7 years 
ago. She has decided to step down as coordinator later this 
year, so a new team is being sought to keep the Club going, 
which will include someone taking over Jackie’s coordinating 
role. Some notes are currently being prepared to help a new 

person to get going and these can be supplied to anyone 
showing an interest in taking over. You can contact Jackie on 
jkfuller21@hotmail.com. The Film Club has been a welcome 
addition to the regular Jewish-related activities available in 
our local community and has been particularly successful in 
bringing in some unaffiliated Jewish people as well as some 
non-Jewish people who are interested in Jewish culture. It 
would be a pity if it didn’t continue, so please think about 
whether you might have the organising skills needed to take 
over as coordinator, or even just as a helper, some time later 

anyway at Ralli Hall on 18th June.

Cheesecake Recipe for Shavuot
by Erika Adler 

Ingredients

Butter the sides of a 20cm spring form tin.  Preheat the oven 

Crush the biscuits with a rolling pin.  Sprinkle a little around 
inside the tin to coat the sides.
Tip the rest of the crumbs into a small bowl, add the melted 

tin and spread evenly over the base, using a metal spoon to 
make a firm even layer.  Chill while you prepare the filling.
Put the cheese and sugar into a large bowl. Add the egg yolks 
and beat well until no lumps remain.  Beat in the yoghurt, 
lemon zest and juice
In another large bowl whisk the egg whites to stiff peaks with 
a pinch of salt.  Whisk in the sugar bit by bit.  Using a large 
metal spoon, combine a quarter of the egg whites with the 
cheese mixture.  Then gently fold in the rest, taking care to 
preserve the mousse-like consistency of the mixture.  When 
thoroughly combined, pour the mixture into the prepared tin 
and bake for about 30 minutes.
Check after 20 minutes - if it starts to get too brown, turn the 
heat down a bit.  When it’s just set remove from the oven. 
It will have risen up in the tin, but will sink again as it cools 
down.

Once cold, store in a covered container in the fridge.
Toppings and variations:

 
   with 2 tbsp caster sugar and the juice of half a lemon. Allow  
   the cake to sink a bit, and then spoon gently over the  
   surface. Return to the oven for 10 minutes.

 
   cover with soft fruit of your choice. Alternatively use a tin of  

Chill the cake before serving, as this makes it firmer and 
easier to slice.

She Doesn’t Want to 
Marry

Culture

Voluntary Support Agencies
 

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

 
info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

 
01273 737223

 
01273 735343

 
 01273 202254  or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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HHC Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com   www.hollandroadshul.com

“Zman Matan Torateinu” … Teaching or Law?
by Rabbi Samuel de Beck Spitzer

I am often befuddled by the rather dogmatic attitudes I 
encounter when confronted with issues surrounding formal 
education and pedagogy within British Jewry. Although 
admittedly these sometimes differ depending on geographical 
location and cultural orientation, I am, more often than not, 
left bewildered by the sense of a strategy to create the 

out. Nevertheless, as a broad community that is hopefully 
striving in all of the right directions, we are still far from 
immunisation against conformity. Allow me to elaborate; it is 
my contention that instead of attempting to instil in a child 
a sense of hunger and thirst for knowledge, to offer them 
perpetual wonder at the vast mechanisms at play upon 
their impressionable minds and the creation of a forum for 
productive imagination, we thrust upon our young and most 
precious, the straightjacket of narrow expectation. This often 
amounts to the passing of laborious exams at best and at 
worst, to a distortion of our most sacred values. Do we allow 
for space and the possibility to inculcate a rich and diverse 
tapestry within our schools? Do we boost the silent self-
awareness of a pupil’s innate value and worth, irrespective 
of academia? Or instead, do we essentially trap our children, 
from a very tender age, into the deceptions of material 
accumulation that have become so cleverly camouflaged?
And I hear you shouting, “What do you mean Rabbi Samuel? 
What do you envision?” Well, as this is, after all, the “Zman 

teaching), I shall expand so as to satisfy the religiously-
minded, the scientifically disposed and those of an artistic 
temperament.
I would like to know how many kids are sincerely taught to 
learn Torah with a fire in their heart and a torch in their souls? 
Have our Sages and their Commentators offered us numerous 
tomes of wisdom to skim over without any real intellectual 
profundity, bereft of movement in the far reaches of the 
mind? Why has this very real and crucial area of study, that 
has sustained the greatest minds of our nation throughout 
millennia, been relegated to some out-of-hours activity of less 
importance? Why is it often handed out as some dry, archaic, 
irrelevant, obligatory and even burdensome study? Unless of 
course we are ourselves culpable of precisely that, at some 
subconscious level.
Science is the bedrock of our natural world, alongside the 
relentless human scientific application that has driven every 
generation to advance its knowledge of the physical world, 
so that man be carried from one discovery to the next. This 
has allowed us to challenge constantly our natural boundaries 
and then stretch them even further. Does this area of study 

or A levels one is to sit? So that, at a mere 14 years of age, 
an adolescent is forced to select or relegate all chances of 
pursuing a scientific journey, professionally or otherwise.
Which brings me to the arts. I would like to know why the 
serious study of music in schools is not mandatory? Why is 
the attention given to the visual arts invariably negligible? 
Surely, the physical coordination, cerebral stimulation and 
aural awareness required to master a musical instrument or 
mastery over the human voice, are fundamental to an all-
round education! Not to mention the universal language of 
music and the capacity to participate empathically within an 
ensemble. 

Pedagogues, would you not concede that this necessity is at 
least as important as the compulsory study of mathematics?
Naturally, I am assuming a genuine interest in a healthy 
holistic approach to life, which I believe to be fundamental 
to a Jewish life and not a life solely focused on chasing the 
dangling carrot. We all know the stress that the illusory rat-
race causes, especially on the young and vulnerable, often 
resulting in unnecessary limitations throughout adulthood 
and that’s not for want of trying. Furthermore, surely the use 
of colour, form, perspective and creative imagination are all 
stilted when a child is not given the opportunity to cultivate 
his/her scope within the visual arts. Ironically, the people 
making the life-changing decisions are often dull and lacking 
in motivation themselves, so perhaps we need to look at the 
entire structural ethos of education in general and to Jewish 
education in particular.
Which brings me back to the focus of this very article. I am 
in no way suggesting that every child, nor every Jewish child 

the next Maimonides, Pythagoras or Mozart. Neither am I 
remotely suggesting that I possess all of the answers to the 
concerns that I have raised. However, as this is the period 
in our Jewish Calendar when we celebrate the Festival of 
Shavuot, the giving of the Torah and revelation at Sinai which 
we hold to be uniquely sacred, then surely this is the time to 
assimilate the totality of what our Torah has to offer, especially 
with regard to education and teaching Torah. Are we not 
obliged to be asking some very fundamental questions so 
that we do not emerge from this nocturnal festival exclusively 
saturated with cheesecake and flower decorations?
Let the truth be known … I adore both cheesecake and 
bouquets of flowers. 

Sussex Jewish Golfing Society
by Richard Simmons

The second meeting of our golfing season, on 10 May, was 

Downs, in Surrey. This is a popular annual venue as it is host 
to professional and amateur championships, while offering a 
fair challenge to our golfers. As usual, this was well attended 
and we all enjoyed a great day with good weather and an 
excellent dinner in the evening.
On 24 May, ten of us fought a keenly contested match at The 

June will be a particularly busy golfing month. Our next 

South Downs at Bexhill, on 8 June and we expect a large 
attendance. As usual, there will be trophies for the high and 
low handicap winners, presented at the formal dinner after 
the golf.
On 14 June, a team will travel to Potters Bar in Hertfordshire, 
for our annual match and on 21 June we will be sending 
a team to represent us in the annual Metropolitan golf 
competition at Dyrham Park Country Club.
We are looking for new members to join us, both male and 
female, accomplished golfers or beginners, young or not 
so young. For more information please contact our Hon 
Secretary Ashley Woolfe at: ashley@sportscastnet.com
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Looking back fifty years, 12 years old at the time, I have two 
enduring memories of June 1967: the release of the Beatles’ 
spectacular LP, Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, which 
came out on the 1st of the month, and the Six-Day War, 
which began on 5th June.

younger sister Julia on my brother’s bed, gazing at the 
album cover, inspecting the photomontage, as we listened 
to a sound that was completely new. We were in rapture. 
Of course, it didn’t take us very long before we knew all 
the songs by heart. Needless to say, at the time I did not 

hallucinogenic drug, LSD.
And then, there was the Six-Day War. Another crystal-clear 
memory: sitting with my parents’ Israeli friends, Ofra and 
Henry, in their flat, watching the news reports on the TV. I was 
so fired up that the next day, during morning break time, as 
we ate our snacks, I stood on a chair in the classroom, and 
exhorted my classmates about the valiant Israelis. There were 
a few Jewish students in my class, and they were equally 
impassioned. After the war ended in victory for Israel, one 
of them got hold of a poster of Moshe Dayan, which soon 
took pride of place on his bedroom wall. As the war raged, 
my parents and my brother had given blood at our local 
synagogue. But when I asked Dad if I could also put up a 

will not have a photograph of a war-monger on any wall in my 
house.’ My mother, a passionate socialist Zionist, didn’t agree 
– but as usual, my father’s will prevailed.
It took me a long time to understand my father’s vehement 
reaction. A Viennese Jew, who had left Austria in 1936 for 
South Africa before the Nazi occupation, my father escaped 
the fate of his father, who was arrested on 13th November 
1938 and incarcerated in Dachau. My grandfather was 
released on 19th January 1939, on condition that he left the 
country with his family, and my father managed to secure 
domestic permits for his parents, which brought them to 
England before an onward journey to the United States. 
But my father was left with an enduring horror of any form 
of nationalism – so much so that when the nationalist 
government came into power in South Africa in 1949, he 
and my mother, whom he met and married in London on a 
business trip two years earlier, promptly left the country, never 
to return.
Five years after the Six Day War, when the PLO massacred 
Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympics in 1972, I spoke to 
Dad about the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians. 

have security and Israelis will never enjoy peace as long 
as they rule over the Palestinians’. As we mark the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Six Day War, his words come back to haunt 
me. 
With the 70th anniversary approaching of the UN vote on 29th 
November 1947 in favour of partition of the disputed land 
into two states, and the centenary of the Balfour Declaration 

that 2017 may also be the year that an agreement is reached, 
with international support, that will at last ensure security, 
sovereignty and peace for both peoples?

Remembering June 1967
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

 

Twitter@BHPS2011

Desert Island Disks and Fish
Back by popular demand and even better! Desert Island 
Discs AND Fish & Chip Supper! At BHPS on Saturday 
17th June at 6 pm for 6:30 start.  You can bring a piece 

just come along to listen and enjoy the evening.  Cost 
is £15 and to book please contact Sarah Winstone on 

sarahwinstone @ntlworld.com
L’Chayyim Midsummer’s Day Lunch at BHPS
7th, 14th, 21st, 28th May 2017 11-5pmDate: 21 June 
2017   
Time: 12.00 – 2.00 pm
The cost of the lunch is £5.00 which will be collected at 
the door.

BHPS office on 01273 737223 or info@bhps-online.org
Open Wednesdays
BHPS is open every Wednesday from 11 am – 4 pm for 
social activities. These include scrabble, chess, bridge, 
exercise classes, computer training, access to the library 
knitting and weaving. Please bring a packed lunch 

Ring the office for further details if you would like to join 
us.
Friday Night Onagim
EErev Shabbat Service 7.30 pm followed by a talk

Abrahamic Religions’
Access to Hebrew and Exploring Judaism Classes  
Exploring Judaism and Access to Hebrew classes are led 
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah and OPEN TO ALL those who 
wish to broaden and deepen their Jewish knowledge. 

Unit 5 - From Life to Death  
3 June Kiddushin: Marriage
10 June Divorce
17 June Death & Mourning
24 June Choosing Judaism & Mixed Faith Partnerships 
and Families

15 July  Tishah B’Av & Jewish Memory
Lectures and Lunches
Our popular Sunday lunch and lectures series has now 
finished for the summer but will return in the autumn.
For full details of all BHPS activities see our website.  
BHPS is fully wheelchair accessible.

Events@BHPS



18 19

ISSUE 275 | JUNE 2017

BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

BrightonReform

Around the Zodiac Wheel: Sivan and Gemini
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

We all love Shavuot, don’t we? It gives you so many 
possibilities. If you are really frum, you will spend all 
night studying Torah. Otherwise, you just go to the 
services. Or maybe to one of the services. Or maybe 
you don’t do shul at all; after all, this year it falls on a 
weekday and going to shul on Shabbat is enough, and 
well, on Shavuot there will be only cheesecake. 
Shavuot is a pluralistic holyday, which enables so 
many different levels of observance. It is small wonder 
that - according to the Sefer Yetzirah - the letter zayn 
is associated with Sivan, the month when Shavuot 
is the main festivity. Shavuot is the time (zeman ןמז  
a word which slso begins with zayn) when we can 
acquire merit (z’khut, another zayn word) if we observe 
Shavuot. But we must remember (zakhor) the date, 
which in itself is a small challenge, because Shavuot is 
close to none of the civil holidays noted in the English 
calendar. For example, when it’s Chanukah, it is 
generally close to December 25th. 
Now take two zayn, and put a vav in between them 
and remember that vav is the letter of connection 
that can be translated as “and”. What do you have by 
connecting these two letters?  The root of a verb which 
means “to move”, or movement. So, we can move from 
one level of Shavuot observance, let’s say from eating 
cheesecake only, to another different level, say going 
to an evening of study, or to the services in shul.

Did I say double? Well, the Sefer 
Yetzirah associates the month of 
Sivan to Gemini, whose symbol is 
indeed double: two twins. And of 
course, on Shavuot we celebrate 
the Giving of the Law on Sinai, 
which is usually portrayed as two 
tablets of stone; or, more properly, 
we celebrate not only the Written 
Law but also the Oral Law. The 
interpretation and explanation 
of the Torah is, if you like, its 
evolution. Again, the important 
symbolism of double, of two. 

May our merits increase, even more than double. But 
remember to go to shul at the proper time! 

Saturday 3 Shabbaton, 10.30 am

Sunday 4  Community Tea, 2.30 pm

Saturday 10 Adult Bat Mitzvah of Jacqui Jones, 10.30 am

Friday 16  Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

                        Shabbat Doroteinu, 10.30 am

Thursday 22 Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, 7.30 pm

Saturday 24 Shoot the Rabbi Q&A, 10.30 am

Tuesday 27 Tea & Torah, 4.00 pm

(The diary is subject to change)

Bulletin Board – June 2017

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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The four Sidrot read this year during the month of June 
- Nasso, Beha’alotcha, Shelach Lecha and Korach - 
contain some of the most dramatic episodes in the 
Torah. Over and over we witness the rebelliousness 

and collectively and the ensuing punishments and 
calamities; culminating in the dramatic end to Korach’s 
revolt.

Korach, a member of the priestly tribe of Levi, 
rebelliously challenged the leadership of Moshe and 
the high priesthood of Aharon. The Midrash teaches 
that Korach confronted Moshe with several questions. 
One of them concerned a Mezuzah. As we know, a 
Mezuzah is a small scroll of parchment containing the 
first two paragraphs of the Sh’ma. Korach demanded 

require a Mezuzah?’ Moshe replied that the contents of 

this not ridiculous! Why should a house full of scrolls of 
the entire Torah require a little Mezuzah scroll?’ Korach 

Divine origin but a product of Moshe’s own mind. By 
doing this he sought to undermine Moshe’s leadership 
in general and, specifically, the appointment of his 
brother Aharon as high priest. 

We know the end of the story; Korach and his co-
conspirators met a tragic and terrible end. But, thinking 
about it, wasn’t Korach’s question a good one? Why 
should a room full of Torah scrolls require a Mezuzah? 
For that matter, why must the Mezuzah be affixed to 
the doorpost and not displayed in another prominent 
position?

The answer is that although the bookshelves of a house 
may be filled with Torah scrolls or other holy books, 
this does not necessarily ensure the religious conduct 
of its inhabitants. It is the Mezuzah on the door which 

wherever we may be.

The Mezuzah is placed on the doorpost, where we 
enter our home and leave it. Symbolically, we take its 
teachings with us wherever we go. Our Torah is not 
consigned to a bookshelf, to a place of study or, for 
that matter, to the realm of intellectual pursuit. It is a 
factor in our lives at all times, and all our actions should 

One,” as written in the Mezuzah.

We are told of someone boasting to his Rabbi about 
all the Torah he had learned and mastered. The Rabbi 

learned, but what has the Torah taught you? Ask not 

refined me?’

Three shiurim are held every week at 31 New 
Church Road, Hove.

Wednesdays, 12.30 - 1.30 pm. Lunch and Learn for 
all. 

A light informal lunch followed by a shiur. £3 a head.

Thursdays, 10.00 to 11 am. Ladies’ Shiur.  

Saturdays, half an hour before Minchah 

followed by Minchah, a Seudah Shilitit and Ma’ariv 

Our Weekly Shiurim

BHHC Rabbi Hershel Rader

Portable Torah
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 
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What’s on: June 2017
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

EVENTS IN JUNE  
      Sunday 4
 ¢ Helping Hands Community Tea at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 

Hove. 2.30 – 4.30 pm 
 ¢ Hustings with candidates Peter Kyle and Kristy Adams. Mark 

Luck Hall, New Church Road. 6.30 pm  
 
Thursday 8

 ¢ Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the July 2016 
issue. Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org

 ¢ Sussex Jewish Golfing Society
in Bexhill.  Contact ashley@sportscastnet.com 
 
Sunday 11

 ¢ Salt Beef & Latkes Dinner at BHHC, 31 New Church Road, Hove 
with guest speaker Peter Kyle MP.  7.00 pm – 9.15 pm 

 ¢ Launch of The Jewish Living Experience exhibition at Ralli Hall, 
12 noon – 2.00 pm. Refreshments available. Contact nick@
sussexjewishoutreach.com  
 
Sunday 18

 ¢ Sussex Jewish Film Club 
Hall, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm. Drinks available. 
 
Monday 19    

 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees)  with guest speaker 
Claude Vecht-Wolf, AJR Volunteer Department. 10.45 am, Ralli 
Hall. £1.50 Tel 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk 
 
Tuesday 20    

 ¢ World Refugee Day event - Refugees Then and Now at University 
of Sussex, Meeting House, BN1 9QF 2.00 – 4.00 pm.  

place/s by Wednesday 7 June) by emailing J.S.Thorogood@
 

 
Wednesday 21   

 ¢ Ralli Hall AGM  8.10 pm 

NOTABLE DATES
Thursday 1 June – 2nd day Shavuot, Yizkor

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In
Fri 2
Fri 9
Fri 16
Fri 23
Fri 30

Out 
Sat 3
Sat 10
Sat 17
Sat 24
Sat 1 July

Light Candles 
8.48 pm
8.54 pm
8.58 pm
9.00 pm
8.59

Havdalah 
10.16 pm
10.24 pm
10.29 pm
10.30 pm
10.28 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle.

JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, 
BRIGHTON

The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE
JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, 

HOVE
The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel 

Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 ¢ Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.  Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 

transport Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune. Men only. 8.15 pm at 

Chabad House 01273 321919
 ¢ Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth look 

at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. 
Enjoy herbal teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 8.00 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday 
of the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email 
esther@ajr.co.uk

Tuesdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 

01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall 
 ¢ Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. Tel: 

07811 601106
 ¢ Chutzpah Choir Yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 11.00 

am – 1.00 pm weekly. For Hove venue contact chutzpahchoir@gmail.
com or tel. Betty on 01273 474795

 ¢ Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 

Judaism) Coffee morning, 11.00 am, 1st Wednesday of each month, 
Hydro Hotel, Eastbourne. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650.

Thursdays
 ¢ Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) @ Montessori Nursery from 

11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging environment, 
healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music time!

 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly Tel: 
Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 ¢ JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to the 
RHL&SC Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 ¢ Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 

8.15- 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and 

her guitar 10.30 am – 12.30 pm (including lunch) AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove

 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 
Judaism).  Service at 6.30 pm, 4th Friday of each month, at CTK Hall, 
Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 01323 
725650 

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22, Susans 

Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am. Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community (affiliated to Liberal 

Judaism). Service at 12.30 pm, 2nd Saturday of each month, at CTK 
Hall, Eastbourne, BN23 6HS. Information: www.eljc.org.uk or phone 
01323 725650


