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COVER IMAgE Ann Crook

PRODuCTION/LAyOuT Anand Day

SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, 
communities, contacts and more. Delivered at  
the start of each month, SJN is run entirely by 
volunteers for reporting, editing and circulating 
each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

February is often the month that brings us bad 
winter weather and at the same time the signs 
of Spring with snowdrops peeking through the 
hard soil and snow to cheer us up. This February 
however, the local community has been hit by two 
events, not entirely unrelated.

On 2 February 2017 the Community Security Trust 
(CST), the guardians of the 
security for the UK Jewish 
population, published its 
2016 Antisemitic Incidents 
Report. This makes for rather 
uncomfortable and worrying 
reading, providing, as it 
does, hard-hitting statistics on the increasing 
rise of antisemitic hate incidents in the UK. It 
recorded 1,309 antisemitic incidents nationwide 
during 2016, a 36 per cent increase from the 960 
incidents recorded by CST in 2015.

Hard on its heels, SJN received a copy of an 
email from the Sussex Jewish Representative 

Council to MP Peter Kyle about the antisemitic 
activities of one Rebecca Massey, the new chair 
of the combined Brunswick and Adelaide and 
Central Hove Labour party. Her chosen means of 
spreading antisemitic hatred is via social media 
and from what can be seen, she is trying hard to 
overtake last year’s hate statistics all by herself.

Questions have long been 
asked of the Labour Party with 
regard to its failure to control 
its internal antisemitism and 
although actions like those of 
Rebecca Massey will be covered 
over by the Party Line, which 

appears to be that “antisemitism must be rooted 
out whenever it takes place and wherever it exists” 
(Labour Party Deputy Leader Tom Watson MP), 
one cannot help but think that the CST has its 
work cut out regardless of whether or not the 
Labour Party ever comes back into power.

“antisemitism must be rooted 
out whenever it takes place 

and wherever it exists”

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 8 MARCH 2017
Email address for submissions and correspondence:   

sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk
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Hyman Fine House
by Natasha Carson 

Every year Jewish Care acknowledges special achievements 
and dedication by staff and volunteers in our award 
ceremonies. This year, Albara and Lydia received recognition 
for achieving their care qualifications and Mark, our social 
care co-ordinator received The Linda Rose award for 
Creativity in Dementia, for his dedication and passion for 
ensuring that residents have as many opportunities as 
possible to enjoy life in the home.
This is well deserved as Mark’s networking and collaboration 
with local artists and musicians has resulted in a wide range 
of initiatives for our residents’ enjoyment, including last year’s 
festival event, ‘Flourish’, held in a venue on Brighton seafront. 
We look forward to being able to hold a similar event this year. 
Mark commented, “We work together as a team and this 
award wouldn’t be possible without my colleagues. All of us 
take inspiration from our residents - their creativity and ideas 
are what drive me”.
At the moment, to give you a taste of what’s happening in the 
home, our choir is rehearsing for our second performance 

in the Jewish Care ‘sing off’; we have a new dance project 
and our residents are enjoying weekly visits from 6 students 
from Brighton College. We are also planning a Dignity Tea for 
‘Dignity in Action’ day. 
If you would like to learn more about volunteering in the 
home, please contact Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226.

Sussex and the City

Your News
Births 
Mazel tov to:
•  Mushki and Dovid Nochum Kaye on the birth of a son,  

another grandchild for Rabbi Pesach and Penina Efune.
•  Jenny and Stewart Macintosh on the birth of Hattie, another 

baby granddaughter.

Birthdays
Mazel tov to Joe Davis, David Firsht, Kenneth Lewis, Benita 
Matofska-Dyer, Sidney Posner (90), Ann Rubin and all who 
are celebrating special birthdays.

Achievements
Mazel tov to Naomi Cooperman who has achieved a Masters 
Degree with Distinction in the History of Photography from 
Sotheby’s Institute of Art. 

Engagements
Mazel tov to Rabbi Pesach and Penina Efune on the engage-
ment of Shaina to Aryeh Hecht.

Special Anniversaries
Mazel tov to:
• Lesley & Shefton Kaplan on their Golden Wedding  
   Anniversary.
•  Ronnie & Michael Rosenberg on their Ruby Wedding  

Anniversary.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to Alan Bass, Martin Boyask, 
Alan Glynn, David Mindell, Gillian Rich, Gweni & Ivor Sorokin, 
Laurel & Julian Woolfe and all who are in hospital or unwell.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to:
•  The Berman and Wilks families on the very sad loss of 

Shani.
• Gerry Crest on the loss of his brother Len z’l
• The family of Audrey Hart z’l
• The family of Joe Raphael z’l
• The family of Diana White z’l

Stonesettings
•  The memorial stone in loving memory of Zelda Samuels 

will be consecrated on Sunday 19 March at 2.30 pm at the 
Jewish cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton.

•  The memorial stone in loving memory of Dr Sam Glover 
will be consecrated on Sunday 26 March at 2.00 pm at the 
Jewish cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton.

Mazel tov to Ivor Sorokin

© Photo by yakir Zur.  Left to right, Mark Pady, Lydia Landers, Natasha Carson, 
Simon Morris, Albara Eustanio.

On Shabbat 4th February 
2017, the Reform shul was 
filled almost to capacity with 
a cross-section of the entire 
community of Brighton & Hove 
and elsewhere to celebrate 
the second bar mitzvah of Ivor 
Sorokin. He and his wife Gweni 
are held in the highest esteem 
both for their warm personalities and for all the work they 
have so gladly done for the shul and other Jewish groups, 
not to mention Sussex Jewish News. 

The young man performed his Maftir and Haftorah very 
ably and, following tradition, the bar mitzvah boy was 
presented with a fountain pen for his efforts. A plentiful 
Kiddush followed. 



4 5

issue 272 | march 2017

It’s the 23rd of January 2017 and tucked away, out of the 
cold air - it’s minus 1.5 degrees Centigrade and freezing 
fog is plaguing the South East - is a lady who is enjoying 
herself more than you might expect, given the meteorological 
circumstances. She is celebrating a special birthday and 
is somewhat of a local celebrity. She is Doris Levinson, the 
“Who do you call?” lady of Jewish Brighton & Hove.

Doris knows more people and more 
stories than may well be expected and 
because of this she is a Community 
Treasure. She is known for having been 
instrumental in starting Sussex Jewish 
News in 1993. She did take time off 
when her husband, Clive, became ill 
and sadly passed away, but she came 
back and apart from that short time, 
has truly been the backbone of SJN for 
its 24 years of publication. Don’t forget 
though, that her work for the Jewish 
Community extends also to The Sussex 
Jewish Representative Council and the 
Board of Management of Hove Hebrew 
Congregation. A hip replacement 
operation was a mere blip: she was 
emailing her edits of this magazine almost immediately 
afterwards. 

Her diary is filled with a bewildering number of activities. 
She is a keen amateur artist and member of the Jewish Arts 
Society, formerly the Brighton and Hove Jewish Community 
Arts Society. It’s that word ‘community’ again. Doris has a 
very strong community ethos. She has even been heard on 

local radio and has strong views about many community-
based issues. Sussex Jewish News has a Diary for the 
month on the back page and a News section covering births, 
marriages, deaths and the like – all her babies. Without her 
exceptional local knowledge, it would be almost impossible 
to bring those pages to publication.

Doris has been known to play the odd rubber of Bridge, a 
game played with concentration in which 
perhaps a touch of competitiveness might 
just creep in between the hands. However, 
she is a rarity in this day and age, in that 
whatever she does tends to be done quietly 
and without fuss. It must also be said that 
she is kind and thoughtful and her ability 
to be a good friend to so many people is 
legend. 

This modest lady also happens to be a 
devoted mother and grandmother and has 
strong family ties in France and Germany. 
Many SJN readers may recall her very 
personal articles, such as the one on the 
Stolpersteine (SJN August 2011) and one 
on her old family home in Germany, which 

has scarcely changed on the outside at least. Speaking of 
which, she is also a very active member of the Brighton and 
Hove Holocaust Memorial Day committee. HMD only comes 
up once a year, so it’s a little something else to occupy her. 

She will doubtless be horrified to see that we have written 
this article - but we think that the special birthday of a very 
special member of the SJN team should allow us to give 
praise where it is due. May she go from strength to strength.

Sussex and the City

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 
into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

Thank You from Sussex Jewish News

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 
by Jacqueline Tichauer

Doris Levinson

The editorial board of Sussex Jewish News thanks the 
Representative Council for the generous grant of £1000 
which they have given us from their Community and 
Renewal Fund. This is to help offset the monthly deficit and 
is in recognition of the important role played by SJN in the 
community. 

In the past few months, despite the bad weather, we have 
had a very good attendance on both days at our Lunch and 
Social Club.

Our Art classes on a Thursday afternoon are proving to be 
a great success and we are finding that we have talented 
artists in our midst. The ladies and gentleman who participate 
in this activity enjoy it very much and we are very grateful to 
Rachelle Fawcett for her expertise and giving of her valuable 
time.

On a Tuesday afternoon, we have entertainment and the 
card room is full with people playing bridge, kalooki and 
rummikub.

On the first Thursday of every month we welcome the 
members of JACS to our Lunch and Social Club. We always 
have a very interesting speaker, after which afternoon tea is 
served.

We are all very sorry to have lost Jack Simons, who was a 
regular member of our lunch club and also a much-valued 
member of our committee. We send our condolences to his 
family.

I would also like to thank all my lovely volunteers for their 
sympathy for my broken arm and for working so hard. 
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Sussex and the City

Another Blue Plaque - Captain 
Edward Zeff, MBE, Croix de 
Guerre
by Godfrey R Gould

At 12 noon on Thursday 30 March at Embassy Court, 
another Blue Plaque will be unveiled to commemorate a 
local Jew - Captain Edward Zeff.

He was born in Hanover Street, Brighton, on 22 April 
1904 and attended York Place Elementary School. In 
1922 he joined his brother in Paris to develop his tailoring 
business. There, in 1930, he married Reina Sevilla, a 
Jewish Frenchwoman. However, in 1940, following the 
fall of France, he returned to Britain. Joining the army he 
transferred to the SOE (Special Operations Executive), 
an organisation of spies and agents operating in Nazi 
occupied Europe. Trained as a radio operator, in 1942 
he was dropped into Lyon where, using the code name 
‘Eugene Zoltan’, he liaised with the Resistance, organising 
drops of weapons and supplies. With the Gestapo closing 
in on him, his escape to Spain was organised but, being 
betrayed by a local smuggler, he was captured. Initially 

incarcerated in Fresnes, he was later transferred to the 
notorious Mauthausen Concentration Camp and then to 
that at Melk. In these camps he suffered years of vicious 
torture and interrogation, made even more intolerable 
because he was Jewish, but although nearing death 
several times he never divulged any information to the SS. 
He was listed for liquidation several times, but was saved 
by a mysterious German Officer who removed his name 
from the death lists.

He was liberated by the American Army in 1945 and 
returned to Brighton where he lived at 94, Embassy Court, 
Brighton. Finally, he returned to Paris where he died in 
1973. He was awarded the MBE (Military Division) and the 
Croix de Guerre, for his bravery, courage and steadfast 
devotion to his duty.

Everybody is invited to be at Embassy Court, Brighton, on 
30 March by 12 noon to join the celebrations recognising 
the incredible achievements of this most brave man.

In the last decade Blue Plaques have been unveiled to 
commemorate Israel Samuel, Henry Solomon and two for 
David Moccata. In addition, there is one to King Edward 
VII which mentions the Sassoon family though strictly the 
reference should be specifically to Arthur Sassoon.

Your views
Remembering Joe Raphael
I have just received the sad news about Joe Raphael. 
Here in Spain it has been a bad week with me having to make 
arrangements for members of the Community who have left 
us. 
Now the news of Joe is so saddening. Joe and I go back a 
long time. We became friends soon after Helen and I moved 
to Brighton. He became one of the first volunteers to work 
with us on Brighton and Hove Jewish Security. He never 
refused a call out request and in addition to all of that we 
were good friends. 
It is only months ago that we had coffee together and as 
always we shared stories and a laugh. 
I will miss seeing Joe on my visits to the UK and will always 
remember him with affection. 
Our love and heartfelt thoughts go to the family. 
Gerry Crest

I just wanted to thank you for printing the details and photo 
of my award from Rotary. I was taken by surprise - Stewart 
sent it to you without my knowing. Receiving the award was a 
big surprise as my manager hadn’t even told me she had put 
my name forward for it. Then two weeks ago I found a huge 
poster on the front of Community Base with a photo of me 
larger than life with two other Action on Hearing Loss posters. 
Then the SJN photo and article -  I find myself wondering 
what is going to turn up next.  
Regarding Action on Hearing Loss, if at any time you would 
like me to do something for SJN on the Resource Room, the 
support coffee mornings I have now started, the lip-reading 
classes or just general information on how we can help with 
advice, please let me know.
Jenny Macintosh

The following is the text of an email sent on 8 February 2017 
by the Sussex Jewish Representative Council Chair Team 
(Beryl Sharpe, President, Debra Goodman, Jessica Rosenthal 
and Sarah Wilks) and Lev Eakins of Brighton & Hove Faith In 
Action to Peter Kyle MP:

It has come to our attention that Rebecca Massey, the new 
chair of the combined Brunswick and Adelaide and Central 
Hove Labour party has been tweeting anti-Semitic remarks:
https://antisemitism.uk/just-another-day-for-racist-labour-as-
antisemitic-tweets-of-partys-chair-in-hove-brunswick-and-
adelaide-revealed/
We are proud to live in a city that has a good record of 
standing up to prejudice and fighting discrimination, however 
we must remain vigilant especially at present where there 
is a heightened level of anxiety over politically motivated 
discrimination of racial and religious communities.
Brunswick and Adelaide ward is home to half of the Jewish 
Synagogues in the city. Central Hove and Brunswick 
and Adelaide border the wards of the remaining half. It is 
particularly distasteful for the Labour party to appoint an anti-
Semite to co-ordinate Labour’s campaign efforts in the very 
area where much of the Jewish community live, work and 
worship.
On behalf of Brighton & Hove Faith in Action and the Sussex 
Jewish Representative Council, we seek your assurances that 
you will take immediate steps to remove Ms Massey from her 
position and reassure the Jewish community that Labour will 
not tolerate this form of anti-Semitism, or any other form of 
prejudice, against any faith community in the city.
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Sussex and the City

Ralli Hall 
by Roger Abrahams

Last month I mentioned the Chanukah Lunch that recently 
took place at Ralli Hall, mainly for the members of the Lunch 
& Social Club, with no fewer than 108 lunches served on the 
day. Well, just a few short weeks ago, we hosted another 
in-house simcha - this time, the bar mitzvah celebration of 
Louis, the son of Maxine Gordon, our Centre Manager. I 
would like to congratulate Louis on the way he conducted 
his part of the Shabbat Service, including the reading of his 
portion, plus much more, at the Reform Synagogue.

Maxine ran the whole simcha, including the catering (on this 
occasion not local), the decoration of the Great Hall and 
everything else that was needed to put together a really super 
evening, with a great party atmosphere. I believe there were 
about 110 guests, but this time they were all seated around 
the hall, giving ample space for dancing. Not only was there 
room for seating almost all the guests at round tables, but 
Maxine managed to fit in a long buffet station and a bar 
under the balcony. The hall was magnificently decorated, with 
drapes from the lowered ceiling, a themed curtain at the front 
of the stage, and there was even room for a fairly substantial 
disco. All in all, the hall looked ‘a million dollars’ and would 
not have looked out of place at a West End venue.

The Great Hall and the Magrill Lounge could be developed 
to become a Function Suite - Hall and Reception area - 
thereby eliminating the need to use the entrance lobby as a 
passageway between the two rooms. This could be achieved 
by cutting a suitably large opening through the thick brick 
wall. The rooms could still be utilised independently of each 
other by the use of sound-proof folding doors. For potential 
hirers, this would provide an integrated facility which would 
permit an increased dining capacity, with room for dancing, of 
up to possibly 140 to 150 guests.

The only problem is the doubtless fairly substantial cost of 
carrying out the required work, including the replacing of 
the carpet in the Magrill Lounge with more viable hard wood 
flooring, as the room could then be used regularly for catering 
- food and carpeting do not mix very well. 

I am convinced that such a Function Suite, when suitably 
decorated for a simcha, would be a most welcome addition 
to the social facilities available for the local and wider 
community. Hove Town Hall no longer has such facilities, and 

locally only very expensive hotels with very limited Kosher 
catering are available. 

Although, with escalating costs, we are able to keep our 
heads above water - for the last several years we have 
managed to carry out not only essential maintenance, but 
also the gradual upgrading of the facilities at Ralli Hall from 
our annual income - we would not be able to pay for such a 
substantial upgrade, however important we believe it to be. 
Also, being a Registered Charity, we are not in a position to 
take out a commercial loan (nor would we wish to do so) and 
it is a very long time since we received any outside funding 
whatsoever from either individuals or trust funds. 

This is why, for the first time in a great many years, I am 
appealing directly to the generosity of the Community to 
consider this opportunity of greatly improving our facilities at 
Ralli Hall for the long-term benefit, of not only this generation, 
but also future generations, bearing in mind that we have 
provided a local Jewish Centre for the last forty years and are 
continuing to do so at practically no cost to the Community. 

If there is any hope of obtaining funding I will arrange for 
engineering calculations and suitably competitive quotes, so 
please get in touch with the office, by contacting Maxine on 
01273 202254.

In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.



8 9

issue 272 | march 2017

Determined to see Middle Street Shul
by David Schaverien

Readers who attended the unveiling of the blue plaque 
recording the residence of Israel Samuel, the first Jew known 
to have lived in our city some 250 years ago, will recall that 
after the unveiling and the speeches everyone was invited to 
visit the Middle Street Synagogue, which was being opened 
in conjunction with the unveiling. As I had not seen my shul 
since the fund-raising concert in 2004, I shot around there in 
my electric chair, kindly assisted by Lionel Halpern, in case I 
had a problem with a dropped kerb.

We arrived at the shul, which had been opened by David 
Seidel, chairman of BHHC. Unfortunately, the only access 
was the door on the right-hand side of the building, which 
was too tight for my wheelchair and also had a steep step 
into the foyer. The only way I can manoeuvre into the shul is 
via the front door and with a ramp. As David did not have the 
key to the front door and did not know where the ramp was 
kept, he agreed that later in 2016 he would arrange for me to 
be able to view the interior. 

I call it my shul because my parents were married there by 
Rabbi Fabricant in1940. I and my two brothers were bar 
mitzvah there whilst my sister had her bat mitzvah and, most 
important of all, my marriage took place there in 1964. I 
arranged, via David and the shul office, for Middle Street Shul 

to be opened on 1 November 2016 and Michael Shaw, who 
works in Middle Street, took part of his lunch hour to do the 
honours.

On the day only my sister, a non-Jewish friend and Mervyn 
Eason were able to come. Michael thought that the entrance 
to the left of the building was accessible, but this has a 
step that is too steep for my electric chair, so again I was 
frustrated. A further promise was made for the new year and 
a date was fixed for the 18 January. 

Six people agreed to join me. I arrived at noon in a taxi, to 
see the green ramp in position and David Seidel together 
with Michael Crook, who had kindly agreed to close up 
afterwards, already waiting with Richard the caretaker. Almost 
immediately my guests began arriving; firstly a non-Jewish 
friend from my Hove Grammar School days, who now lives 
in Salisbury, where he was Lord Mayor. Also, a first cousin, 
Georgie Phillips, a non-Jewish carer and soon afterwards 
Raymond Feuerstein.

Everyone chatted about the shul and genealogy, despite 
being a disparate crowd. My only regret is that a few of my 
guests had departed before I remembered that I had intended 
to ask someone to take a photo.

Sussex and the City
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HMD 2017

Hastings
by Brian Linke

Marbella Commemoration Service
by Gerry Crest

A packed St Mary in the Castle saw a moving, thought-
provoking, Holocaust Memorial Day service on Saturday 28 
January.  It was the seventeenth the town has hosted.

The mayor of Hastings, Cllr Judy Rogers, council leader Peter 
Chowney and Amber Rudd MP were among the dignitaries 
who attended, witnessing some incredibly moving dancing 
from the Acromax Performance Group with members of Ark 
Helenswood Academy Hastings and St Richard’s College 
Bexhill. Amber Rudd and guest speaker, opera singer 

Jonathan Veira, both spoke on the service’s theme, ‘How can 
life go on?’

Organiser Brian Linke said:  “It was good to see so many 
people at the event on Saturday. I was particularly pleased 
with the number of youngsters prepared to be involved, which 
bodes well for the future”.

“I am very grateful to Hastings Borough Council for their 
continued support for the event, and to everyone who spoke, 
performed, helped, and attended.”

Leader of Hastings Borough Council, Cllr Peter Chowney, 
added, “I was very pleased to be able to attend the Holocaust 
Memorial Day service on Saturday, which attracted a very 
large audience”.

“I would like to thank the organiser, Brian Linke, who works 
so hard to put on such a thought-provoking event each year. 
This was Brian’s seventh, and last, Holocaust Memorial Day 
service as he is now passing the baton on; he certainly went 
out on a high.”

“I would also like to thank all of those who took part, 
particularly the students from St Richard’s College, and the 
Acromax Performance Group, with members of Helenswood 
Academy, whose performances were incredibly moving.”

The annual commemoration service was held at the beautiful 
Beth El synagogue in Marbella. This year our adopted theme 
was “The Hidden Children”. As the years pass there are very 
few of us remaining who can say, “I know what happened, I 
was there”.

This year our guest speaker was one of the hidden children, 
Mr Joe Szlezinger. We had a capacity audience and each and 
every one of us was moved by Joe’s Shattered Dreams to 
New Beginnings story. We are so very proud to have had him 
with us. 

Following this emotional introduction to our programme, we 
had readings which were extracted from writings of other 
hidden children. Each and every member of the audience 
expressed their feelings and appreciation to the readers and 
the team responsible for putting the programme together.

A huge thank you to Karen, Rachel and Kirsty from the 
Holocaust Educational Trust, who are always ready with 
support for what we do.
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HMD 2017

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2017 @JW3 
by Howard Jacobson 

‘It is,’ writes the French philosopher Bernard-Henry Levy, 
‘quite an adventure to be a Jew. Very beautiful. But it is 
also a heavy load.’

Today sees us bearing one of those loads: the burden 
of memory. We do it well. We have been doing it for 
centuries. We are the people of the book, but we are also 
the people of memory. What is the book, after all, but 
the memory of resolutions made, promises broken, and 
arguments late into every night?

Certainly, what those who burnt our books intended was 
to burn the memory of our turbulent culture - to shut us 
up; to burn all we’d thought and said. To burn all memory 
of us. The Shoah was a Holocaust of a living people and 
their living story.

One cannot underestimate the importance of such a 
day as this. In one of the most harrowing episodes of 
If This Is A Man, Primo Levi 
describes a dream he shares 
with fellow inmates. He dreams 
he is back home telling people 
of his experiences, but they are 
‘completely indifferent... speak 
confusedly of other things among 
themselves, as if I was not there.’ 
Guards taunted Levi with that 
prospect - ‘the ever-repeated 
scene of the unlistened-to story.’ 
And even if you did succeed 
in getting people to listen, you 
would not get them to believe.

And so we refute those guards, 
defy our own nightmares, and tell 
the story. If they don’t want to listen we make them listen. 

Many of you here today have excavated your very souls to 
make the deaf listen and the unbelieving believe. We teach 
the Holocaust in schools. We organize visits to Auschwitz. 
We make films and write novels on the subject. The film 
Son of Saul which should be winning Oscars, never mind 
La La Land, depicts the living hell of the camps with such 
power that you would think every Jew-hating demon must 
be expelled from the breast of humanity for ever. After the 
Holocaust we didn’t know what; but surely it wasn’t too 
much to expect, if not the end of anti-Semitism, then a 
brief respite from it.

But humanity doesn’t work like that. Even in the act of 
remembering there is forgetfulness. To feel for a dead Jew 
is not necessarily to feel for a living one. Yes, the historical 
event is commemorated, but tens of thousands who 
survived that event still live in poverty and neglect around 
the world. How many of them tell unlistened-to stories?

It might even be that too much feeling for dead Jews 
disposes people against the ones who live. I have argued 

elsewhere that Jews will never be forgiven the Holocaust. 
The burden of guilt that humanity feels it is asked to bear 
for the Holocaust is too great. It is a commonly observed 
phenomenon that we turn the tables on those we wrong 
by painting ourselves as victims of their suffering. ‘It is part 
of human life,’ the Roman historian Tacitus wrote, ‘to hate 
the man you have hurt.’

This partly explains the psychology of Holocaust denial. 
Though good old fashioned distaste for Jews already 
explains it well enough.

Holocaust denial has changed over the years. The first 
deniers were unapologetic Jew haters who argued that the 
Holocaust hadn’t happened while obviously wishing that 
it had. They crawled over the derelict topography of the 
camps with rulers and set-squares in an attempt to prove 
that such-and-such a number of people could not have 

been squeezed into such-and-such 
a space, and only lice were gassed. 
Contemporary denials take a more 
subtle and sinister form.

Modern deniers reverse the moral order 
of events, accepting what happened 
right enough, but arguing with our 
subsequent use of it. They accuse Jews 
of Holocaust exploitation, manipulation 
of the tragedy to win sympathy or 
monetary compensation or to justify 
their territorial expansionism. Throw in 
Israel and we become undeserving of 
our victimhood. Zionism, they say, is the 
proof we haven’t learnt our lesson, as 
though the Holocaust were a university 
from which we should have graduated 

with the highest honours in human kindness and humility, 
but squandered the opportunity. 

By this despicable reasoning the Jews can be seen as 
retrospectively deserving what was visited upon them. Not 
for what we did, but for what we were going to do, were 
we punished.

Concealed in this bizarre concept of suffering as an 
opportunity for the Jews, is an unexamined assumption 
that we were in need of such an opportunity: that 
the Holocaust could have been our redemption. But 
redemption from what? From the crime of being Jewish, 
is the implication. From the crime of having vexed the 
consciences of non-Jews for two thousand years. For the 
crime of having hung around so long.

Allow me a brief anecdote. Some years ago I read from 
one of my novels at a Literary Festival in the Cathedral City 
of Wells. My talk was attended by the cast from one of 
Trollope’s novels. Wardens, deans, canons, subdeacons, 
prebendaries - for all I knew the Archbishop of Canterbury 
might have been in the audiences. They laughed politely 

Holocaust denial has changed 
over the years...  Modern 

deniers accept what happened 
but accuse Jews of Holocaust 
exploitation, manipulation of 
the tragedy to win sympathy 
or monetary compensation 
or to justify their territorial 

expansionism. Throw in Israel 
and we become undeserving of 

our victimhood.
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at all my Jewish jokes and even queued to have a book 
signed at the end. An elegant woman, herself undoubtedly 
the wife of a curate, hung back as though she had 
something personal to say to me. And she did.

 ‘I hope you don’t mind my saying this,’ she said, ‘but I 
think you have a remarkable face.’ I thanked her. ‘Yes,’ she 
went on, ‘there is an old Jew in our village who looks just 
like you.’

Not for one moment did I think she meant to be offensive. 
I know when I’m in the company of an anti-Semite, and 
she wasn’t one. She even bought two of my books. But 
she made the phrase old Jew sound like a single word. 
OldJew... Would anyone ever say old Protestant? Quite 
simply, she looked at me and saw something ancient.

We are all old Jews. That, too, is our burden. We go back 
a long way. For the young, even the Holocaust can seem 
like old history. Which is why they sometimes find it hard 
to connect the Jews of that historic event to the living 
Jews of today.

The great challenge to us is to be 
Jews of today without discrediting 
the Jews we were yesterday. Our 
history goes before us. Our history 
sometimes acts on our behalf even 
when we aren’t there. Christopher 
Marlowe’s The Jew of Malta and 
Shakespeare’s The Merchant of 
Venice were performed when there 
were no Jews to speak of resident 
in the country. We’d been sent 
packing by Edward 1 three hundred 
years before. But still audiences 
crowded into theatres to continue 
their argument with us.

So why, since in our absence we 
could hardly be said to pose a threat, did we trouble the 
Elizabethans? Why, if they’d got rid of us, did they want 
us back? It can only be because of the part we’d played 
in the evolution of Christianity, first by giving birth to 
Jesus, then by rejecting him. Theologically, the western 
mind has been struggling with Jews and their beliefs for 
centuries. We are the diabolic other that Christianity finds 
indispensable to its understanding of itself. But we are the 
diabolic other, too, to Christianity’s enemies. 

Nietzsche blamed Christianity on us. Thus, in one way or 
another, and at one time or another - and for what can 
seem like an eternity - has the very idea of us offended 
everybody.

That’s the burden we carry. And if we imagined it would be 
lifted after the terrible events in Europe more than seventy 
years ago we were mistaken. We have carried the burden 
of otherness too long for us to be imagined any other way.

Perhaps we should embrace the compliment. Yes, we are 
different. That’s our holy function.

We argue as though our lives depend on it, we believe 
fervently in making distinctions - day is not night, what’s 
holy is not profane - we tell the best jokes, and we cannot 
bear injustice. We have a lot to do. Yes, we have to 
remember as well, we have to tell the stories they didn’t 
want us to tell - again and again we have to tell them - 
but we should be clear eyed about the consequences 
of making ourselves a self-commemorating people. We 
dare not drown in our own melancholy. We must not 
be surprised when all the Holocaust education in the 
world doesn’t makes us universally loved. We are too 
problematic to be loved. Wanting to be loved is to ask too 
much of humanity and too little of ourselves.

There will not be an end to anti-Semitism, whatever its 
source. Humanity needs someone to blame and we fit the 
bill. Sometimes the declared object of the blame changes, 
but its object is always us. Now it’s called Israel, but do 
we really believe that if Israel were suddenly to disappear, 
or become all its critics want it to be, that anti-Semitism 
would vanish? 

This isn’t to say that we too don’t 
want Israel to be its best self all of the 
time instead of some of the time. We 
have our own distinctions to make. 
We cannot allow anti-Zionists to set 
the agenda for our concerns. We have 
our own passion for justice to honour. 
We can see with our own eyes when 
things aren’t as right as they could 
be. But we won’t be frightened out of 
admitting loyalty either.

We must remain honest and clear. 
Speak the truth, expose the sophistry, 
remember to speak for everyone when 
we speak for ourselves.

One very particular moral danger lies in wait for us at the 
moment. When illiberals woo us with the half-promise that 
we will be safe, because they have someone else to hate 
just now, we must refuse their blandishments. No good 
ever comes of making friends with intolerance because 
it seems expedient at the time, or because we think our 
enemy’s enemy must be our friend. 

Such a decision is flawed morally and practically. The 
intolerant never stop at them; the time will surely come 
when they will start again on us. 

We protect our own humanity best, by expressing concern 
for other people’s. That’s what our laws enjoined us to do. 
That’s the beauty of being Jewish. That’s the load we bear. 
That’s why we are still here and that’s who we have to go 
on being.

Howard Jacobson’s speech at the JW3 is reproduced here 
with his kind permission.

We dare not drown in our 
own melancholy. We must 
not be surprised when all 

the Holocaust education in 
the world doesn’t makes us 
universally loved. We are 

too problematic to be loved. 
Wanting to be loved is to ask 

too much of humanity and too 
little of ourselves.
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Blatchington Mill School:  How can life go on? 
by Phil Mears

A bitingly cold day in Hove reminded us of the extreme cold that 
survivors often speak about. Inside the school hall there was 
a warm welcome countered by the haunting string music from 
‘Schindler’s List,’ ably played by some of the pupils.

As the pupils entered, I wondered what their reaction would be 
to the programme. Soon the 
music of Dorit Oliver-Wolff 
was reverberating around the 
hall, ‘Das ist Musik’, another 
language and style from 1959, 
a long time before any of 
the pupils and many of the 
teachers were born. They 
could see pictures of Dorit, 
transformed from a small girl 
to a pop star and on the way 
being traumatised by the 
horrors of the Holocaust. They 
spoke about their responses, 
one pupil stating, “It has really 
impacted my life, made me 
think more deeply about what 
happened in the Holocaust”. 
How powerful it is for us to 
hear the first-hand testimony 
of a survivor.

Nine pupils from Carden 
Primary School then spoke 
about the visit they had 
from Bryan Huberman, who 
described the life story of his 
father Alfred Huberman. The 
work the pupils have done 
is part of a display at the 
Brighton Memorial Library. 
The reason? In the words of 
one of the pupils, “We have a 
responsibility to stand up to 
bigotry and make the world a better place”.

In between, the Mayor of Brighton came forward to speak. I 
heard a young voice near me, “Is he real?” Unfamiliar regalia 
perhaps? How often does a young person see or meet a civic 
leader? The Mayor’s message, “We live in challenging and 
frightening times: you are the bearers of a beacon of hope”.

Year 10 Hove Park School pupils performed a drama based 
around the words of Benjamin Zephaniah. Movement across the 
stage and spoken voices in unison, emphasised key points. Why 
do people become refugees? The words of the performers, “We 
can all be refugees... we all come from somewhere”. I noticed 
that a Ugandan Asian lady sitting near me was visibly moved. 
Later she told me that it struck a chord: memories of losing her 
home in the 1972 expulsion from Uganda. She told me about the 
never forgotten small acts of kindness, the cup of tea which was 
offered to them in the Heathrow arrival hall by volunteers. 

Susan Kingsley spoke about the Czech Torah Scrolls in an 
illustrated story format, riveting the audience with the tale of 
communities gone forever but now remembered worldwide 
by the restoration and sharing of scrolls. Who was not moved 
to hear that when the broken and damaged scrolls arrived in 
London and were being carried in, they were emblematic of the 
bodies of the people who used to hold them so dearly? The 
pupils learned from Susan about the Hebrew language, the 
significance of the scroll number and its word, meaning ‘Life’. 

How valuable to learn about the faith and culture which continues 
and was not extinguished as the perpetrators intended. Real 
people, real places. I hope the pupils remember. The first half 
closed to the strains of Imagine by John Lennon.

After the break during which the younger pupils left, the teacher 
opening the second session, 
challenged the pupils and all 
present. “Think to yourself, what 
can I do?” 

A pupil from Patcham High 
School spoke about Rose 
Cannan (Evansky) a much 
loved and respected member 
of the Brighton community. In 
a similar way to Dorit Oliver-
Wolff, the pupils heard the 
story and saw the pictures of 
a long life. A young woman of 
the pre-war years who, through 
the tragedy of the Holocaust, 
continued her life, becoming 
a renowned hairdresser, the 
inventor of the blow dry! I was 
struck by the effect that Rose 
had on those around her. In the 
words of the pupil, “she was 
a unique personality, we loved 
her so much, she was full of 
memories and joy”. I hope that 
this encouraged those listening 
to value and cherish the older 
members of their families and 
community. We can learn so 
much if we listen and care for 
each other.

The programme continued but 
unfortunately I had to leave 
at this point, in order to reach 

another event in Southampton. As I drove away I reflected that 
the Brighton Holocaust Memorial Group had, with their many 
partners, provided an opportunity to step back, acknowledge and 
remember the Holocaust and other genocides. But, importantly, 
to sow in the hearts and minds of those present, the desire and 
determination to make the world a better and safer place.            

The afternoon continued with a presentation by Asmat Roe, a 
1973 refugee from Uganda who explained movingly how she had 
escaped terror in her country and managed to make a successful 
life for herself in the UK.

Bryan Huberman gave a most impressive Powerpoint 
presentation about his father, Alfred, who had again made a 
successful life for himself as a tailor in Brighton and bringing 
up his family there. His story of hounding, escape, hiding and 
moving from place to place in order to escape the Nazi atrocities, 
was harrowing.

The events were summed up by Police Chief Inspector Lisa 
Bell and the afternoon concluded with Winston Pickett leading 
everyone in a final song ‘Kol Haolam Kulo – The World is a 
Narrow Bridge’ accompanied on the piano by a pupil from 
Blatchington Mill.  He sang it first in Ivrit, followed by the 
audience singing it in English.

Phil Mears is the South East Regional Support Worker for the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.
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Mother Riccarda 
by Godfrey R Gould

Of the buses delivered to the Brighton & 
Hove Bus Company in 2011, BJ11 XHM 
was given the Fleet number 411 and the 
name Mother Riccarda. You may have 
seen it and simply ignored it. Initially 
it was used on route 7 and is now 
branded for route 49. So, the chances 
of you seeing it are fairly 
high.

Despite the obviously very 
un-Jewish name, Mother 
Riccarda deserves to be 
well respected by Jews 
everywhere. She was 
born in 1887 Catherine 
Beauchamp Hamborough 
of a Protestant family from 
the Isle of Wight, probably 
in London. The family 
was reasonably well-off 
and of slight aristocratic 
descent, so she could have 
expected a good standard 
of living. 

When she was still a child the family 
moved to Hove and when Catherine 
was four the family decided to be 
accepted into the Roman Catholic 
Church. Catherine was thus baptised at 
St. Mary Magdalene Church in Upper 
North Street in Brighton. However, at 
the age of 24 she decided to abandon 
her privileged life style to enter the 
Convent Casa di Santa Brigida in 
Rome to become a nun in the austere 
Bridgettine Order, taking the name 
Sister Riccarda (sometimes spelled 
Ricarda). Here she served with devotion 
and by the beginning of the Second 
World War she had risen to become a 
‘Mother’ in the Order. 

However, when Italy capitulated and 
the Germans took control, her life 

changed again, very dramatically. The 
Mother Superior decided to shelter 
people in danger of deportation to 
Extermination Camps, mainly Jews, 
but also some Poles and communists. 
Mother Riccarda was put in charge of 
the operation. She hid her charges in 

the nuns’ personal sleeping quarters, 
a part of the Convent where the Nazis 
were unlikely to search. Feeding 
everybody was a challenge with no 
food allocated for the refugees and 
very limited supplies for the Sisters. So 
the nuns went hungry, sometimes not 
eating at all. In total Mother Riccarda 
and her Sisters saved over 60 souls. 
How many more, one must wonder, are 
alive today through the nuns’ selfless 
and hazardous efforts?

Mother Riccarda died in 1966 at the 
age of 79 and she is buried in Rome 
in the Convent which she served with 
such devotion. In 2010 Pope Benedict 
XVI raised her to the status of ‘Servant 
of God’, and she is but two stages 
from Canonisation. But surely she 
should be recognised by the Jewish 
Community, perhaps as one worthy of 

being designated as Righteous Among 
the Nations. Hopefully somebody who 
knows what to do to achieve this, 
will note this article and set things in 
motion. Or maybe it has been done 
already?

Editor’s Note: 

A search of the Yad Vashem 
Righteous Among the Nations 
database revealed no trace 
of Mother Riccarda/Ricarda. 
A copy of Godfrey’s article 
was sent to the pertinent 
department at Yad Vashem to 
see if they knew of her. The 
following is their response:

“Indeed, we have no records 
in the department on Mother 
Riccarda. We do, however, 
have a file on Mother Elisabetta 
Hesselblad, who was the 
abbess of the convent in 

which Mother Riccarda served. The file 
contains the detailed testimonies of 
the Italian Jewish Piperno family, who 
found shelter in the Bridgettine convent 
in Rome. Due to the hierarchical nature 
of Roman Catholic religious orders, 
the Commission for the Designation of 
the Righteous awarded the title only to 
Mother Elisabetta, who was the head 
of the convent at the time. She was 
recognized as Righteous Among the 
Nations by Yad Vashem and the State of 
Israel in 2004. 

As for the number of Jews who have 
taken refuge in the convent – we cannot 
say for certain. As far as I know, only 
the Piperno family have come forward.”

Our Cover Picture 
From time to time, SJN features local artists, usually 
members of the Jewish Art Society and our cover this 
month is a first, as the painter, Ann Crook, is a new member 
of JAS. She describes her painting as follows:

“This is a painting of my grandfather with two of my uncles 
standing outside his shop at 167, Commercial Road, 
Whitechapel in the East End of London.

“It is copied from a sepia 
photograph taken about 
1925. The shop was 
situated two doors down 
from M.A Kutchinsky, 
the jeweller and almost 
opposite Frumkin’s, the 
wine merchants, who 
were the grandparents of Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks.”
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Jewish Historical Society of England - Sussex Branch  
by Godfrey R Gould

Is it Possible to Lose Your Innocence at 76?
Review of ‘Two Sisters’ by Gail Louw at the Rialto Theatre, Brighton 
by Maxine Toff

The weather on the evening of Tuesday 31 January was quite 
atrocious. So it was a great relief that nearly 40 people turned 
up at Ralli Hall to hear Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain MBE, the 
Minister of Maidenhead Synagogue, speak on “River Jews - 
the surprising story of Jews along the Thames from Medieval 
times till today”. They were not disappointed.

Starting with the Norman period, Rabbi Romain explained 
how financial records of money lending enabled us to learn 
about the Jews of that time, a factor not available with the 
more general population. Following the expulsion in 1290, 
our speaker dealt of the readmission and how later Jews 
moved upstream from London to settle in Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire and of some of the notables amongst 
them. Finally, Rabbi Romain covered the present situation 

and especially about the 800 (albeit somewhat scattered) 
members of his Maidenhead Congregation. Speaking in an 
easy and informative style, the many anecdotes and humour 
added greatly to what was a truly splendid evening. All those 
who braved the rain were very richly rewarded.

The next meeting of the Historical Society will be held on 
Tuesday 28 March when Dr Susan Cohen, Honorary Fellow 
of the Parkes Institute, University of Southampton, will speak 
on “Eleanor Rathbone - Rescuing the Refugees”. As usual the 
meeting will be at Ralli Hall commencing at 7.45pm prompt, 
free for members and students, £4 for most welcome visitors 
and guests, to include light refreshments after the lecture, 
questions and discussion.

Who would have expected a conversation between two 
old women to be so funny? The opening half hour is a 
conversation between Edith, just turned 80 as we are soon 
to find out, and Rika her younger sister by four years, visiting 
from England. Every year she comes to see her sister, who 
is living on a kibbutz, to keep in touch and catch up on each 
other’s news. 

Gail Louw had us roaring with laughter at the sharp jibes the 
two threw at each other. Familiar territory for many in the 
audience, I thought, from the gales of laughter. However, 
the conversation soon turns into criticism. Rika is jealous 
of Edith’s apparently free life with her many friends on the 
kibbutz and, in particular, a man friend - which might turn 

into a more serious relationship. Rika scoffs that at 80 Edith 
should stop behaving like a young lovesick teenager. The 
conversation turns into savage backbiting and we become 
aware that Rika is also jealous that her grand-daughter seems 
to spend more time with Edith than with her. A most enjoyable 
peep into another family, which occasionally resonates with 
us and our own families.

The play is going on to the Myers Studio in Epsom Playhouse 
and then Upstairs at the Gatehouse. Urge your friends to see 
it.

The Film Club’s next offering will be a 
Polish/Danish film called Ida (80 mins), to be shown at Ralli 
Hall on Sunday 26 March at the usual time of 7.30pm (but 
arrive by 7.15pm for sign-in). It’s in Polish but with English 
subtitles.

Anna is a novice in Poland in 1962, an orphan brought up by 
nuns in the convent. She needs to see Wanda, her only living 
relative, before she takes her vows. Wanda reveals to Anna 
that Anna is actually Jewish. Both women start a journey not 
only to discover their family’s story but also to find out who 
they really are and where they belong. They question their 
religions and the ideas they have believed in. What will be the 
outcome of this self discovery?

This film won both a BAFTA and an Oscar for Best Foreign 
Film. It includes some original and unusual filming and 
camera images.

All are welcome to join us!

Will Anna’s discovery 
about her past change 
her future?

Culture
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Explaining Labour’s Problem With Anti-Semitism
The Left’s Jewish Problem:
Jeremy Corbyn, Israel and Anti-Semitism
by Dave Rich
2016, Biteback Publishing
292 pages, £12.99
review by Dr Winston Pickett

There are books that are timely, capturing the zeitgeist and 
controversies of the moment. There are books that are 
untethered to fashion, lasting long beyond their publication 
date. Dave Rich’s The Left’s Jewish Problem is both and, to 
borrow a descriptor of Maimonides, a guide for the perplexed. 
Anyone buffeted by the convulsions of anti-Semitism in the 
Labour Party over the last 18 months and looking for answers 
will find them here.

It is the book this reviewer was looking for to make sense of 
it all – particularly in trying to come to terms with the enigma 
of Jeremy Corbyn and the transformation of an historically 
pro-Zionist political home for British Jews into an alien and 
sometimes hostile territory.

Rich starts with questions we all have. How could a serious 
candidate for Labour leadership host Hamas and Hezbollah 
officials in the House of Commons and call them ‘friends’?  
How could the same party elect a veteran of the hard-left 
fringe who, as Rich compellingly documents, spent decades 
excoriating Israel as a colonialist, imperialist, apartheid state, 
allying himself with radicals who see Israel’s treatment of 
Palestinians as a Nazi-inspired form of ethnic cleansing?

As Rich deconstructs Corbyn’s world-view, we’re driven 
to deeper levels of disbelief. Yet slowly the reader gains a 
wider perspective as to why – even after a roller coaster ride 
of revelations, the forced expulsion of more than 50 Labour 
party members for anti-Semitism vis-à-vis Israel, two official 
public inquiries and the anti-Semitic hounding of Jewish MPs 
Luciana Berger and Ruth Smeeth – the Labour leader still 
doesn’t ‘get it’ and reflexively reverts to the bromide that he 
staunchly opposes ‘all forms of racism’.

And then, in pursuit of wider explanation for the Corbyn 
enigma, Rich hits pay dirt: ideology.

The problem is, sociologists have been telling us since the 
1960s that we’re living in a ‘post-ideological’ word. We don’t 
easily embrace systems of thinking that explain contemporary 
phenomena. Yet what Rich is able to do is somehow to get 
our heads around a matrix of ideas and beliefs that are so 
axiomatic and so embedded as to result in a closed mind.

It is important to note that the author, a senior researcher at 
the Community Security Trust whose book grew out of a PhD 
dissertation at the University of London’s Birkbeck College 
and the Pears Institute for the Study of Anti-Semitism, does 
not veer into speculation. Instead he methodically chronicles 
the intellectual strands and historical developments in the 
Labour party since the 1950s with an approachable narrative 
style that makes sense of the anti-Semitic malaise that has 
seeped into the party’s politics.

He explains, for example, how a strain of anti-racist politics 
mutated from the 1960s through the 1980s into a framework 
that has become blind to anti-Semitism unless it comes from 
the far-right.

We watch as the New Left 
movement that began in 
the 1950s, by 1968 became 
‘more activist, militant and 
confrontational…beginning with 
mass demonstrations against 
the war in Vietnam, with direct 
action tactics, sit-ins’ on UK 
campuses and elsewhere in 
France and the United States. 
‘The idea that Zionism is a racist, 
colonialist ideology, and Israel an 
illegitimate remnant of Western 
colonialism in the Middle East, 
came directly from the New Left 
of the 1960s,’ writes Rich, which 
he refers to as ‘Jeremy Corbyn’s 
political home’.

How this happens makes for the most compelling thread 
of Rich’s account. It weaves together global developments 
like the Suez Crisis, the disillusionment of Britain’s hard-
left/Communist factions in the wake of the crimes of the 
Stalin era, the end of Britain’s colonial project and the 
romantic attractions of the Left towards revolutionary ‘Third 
World’ ideologies. As Rich shows, these strands eventually 
dovetailed with emergence of the PLO, grabbing the world’s 
attention via hijackings and murder after the Six Day War 
and were then transmuted into the ‘identical’ struggles – 
especially in the UK – that grew out of the anti-apartheid 
movement.

Through all this Rich meticulously tracks a critical shift of 
allegiances whereby Zionism was transformed from a national 
liberation movement of the Jewish people into a European, 
colonialist enterprise, fuelled by the Soviet-inspired and 
infectiously influential U.N. resolution (1975-1991) equating 
Zionism with racism.

There, Rich shows us, on the same barricades of these 
mutated Marxist, Trotskyist and Maoist ideologies sat 
Jeremy Corbyn, comrade-in-arms with then Greater London 
Council head Ken Livingstone, who already in the 1980s 
was portraying Zionism as complicit with Nazism during 
World War II, while Corbyn became chair of the Stop the 
War Coalition in the 1990s and an active supporter of the 
Palestinian Solidarity Campaign.

But there, too, as Rich encouragingly shows, is the 
Jewish communal ‘fight-back’ against this campaign of 
deligitimisation, beginning with Jewish students across UK 
university campuses in the 1980s and continuing to this day 
with mainstream and grassroots organisational activism that 
seeks to keep the hatred at bay. It is perhaps for this reason, 
and the gift of the author’s scholarship that The Left’s Jewish 
Problem serves as an indispensable aid for each of us in 
turning the debate around.

Winston Pickett is a former director of the European Institute 
for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism and a founding 
member of Sussex Friends of Israel.

Culture
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BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org   https://www.facebook.com/BrightonReform

BrightonReform

Around the Zodiac wheel - Pisces and Purim
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

“Rabbi, do Jews believe in Astrology?” I was asked recently. 
To this question, like many others, the proper answer is, 
yes and no. It is certainly not kosher looking at the stars to 
scrutinise what the future may disclose to us. Nowadays, 
we know that it’s a superstition. But up until the Modern era, 
astrology was a respected science. Astrologists were for 
kings and sovereigns as the equivalent of advisors and think-
tanks nowadays. Astrology was a respected profession, and 
Jews did believe in it like everyone else.

Not, by chance, is the Zodiac painted on many synagogue 
walls, or even on the floor of ancient synagogues such as 
in the Galilee. It is interesting to note that the month we are 
currently in, the month of Adar, is associated with the Zodiac 
sign of Pisces. The traditional drawing of Pisces is two fishes, 
which is also interesting, because every two or three years, 
the month of Adar doubles itself, and these are the years 
when we have the month of Adar twice.

The author of the Sefer Yetzirah, 
a medieval book of grammar and 
astrology, explains that Adar is 
a month of joy; a funny month, 
because there is the most ‘funny’ 
Jewish holyday, which is Purim. 
My son Dov was born during 
Adar, under the sign of Pisces. 
When I see him entertaining 
friends with his never-ending 
series of jokes, I am tempted to 
believe that true Pisceans have a 
fabulous sense of humour. But I 
suspect I am partially biased. 

Anyway, there is a deep teaching in this association between 
Pisces and the month of Adar. These two fishes swim in 
opposite directions. And this must remind us of the story 
of Purim, when the course of events was precipitating in a 
terrible direction, then all of a sudden, they took a different, 
if opposite turn. As we read from the Megillat Esther, “The 
Jews enjoyed light and gladness, happiness and honour” 
(8:16). That is, to me, the deep teaching of Purim. Never give 
up, never lose hope. Things can turn to the best, whether it is 
written in the stars, or not. 

Sat 4 

 
Sat 11
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun 12 

Fri 17 
 

Sat 18 
 

Tues 28

Rabbi’s Shiur - Pirke Avot, 9.00 am

Erev Purim
Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 am
Lamed Session and Havdala, 5.30 pm
Multi-Lingual Megillah reading and Fancy Dress parade, 
6.30 pm

Purim
Cheder Megillah Reading and Fancy Dress, 10.00 am

Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
Shoot the Rabbi Q&A, 10.30 am
Doroteinu Family Service, 10.30 am
Ta Sh’ma discussion group 14-18yrs, 10.30 am

Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm

Bulletin Board – March 2017

voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association. bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim project 01273 

737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform. (Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall. Various communal activities. 

 01273 202254  or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Purim times are:
Saturday Night March 11 - 7.15pm
Sunday March 12 - 11.00am

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855     
Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

The Man You Love To Hate
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 

Haman – the man you love to hate! Purim is a wonderful 
festival with all its fun customs and dramatic story full of 
interesting characters: Wise and noble Mordechai, beautiful 
and brave Esther, King Achashverosh and Queen Vashti. But 
when we come to Shul to hear the Megilla whose name are 
we waiting for? The wicked Haman! Now, in the midst of all 
the festivities, merrymaking and foot stamping, it’s easy to 
forget just how wicked he was. Haman was the author of a 
decree ‘to destroy, to slay and to exterminate all the Jews, 
young and old, children and women’ (Esther 3:13) in King 
Achashverosh’s empire, an empire which stretched from 
India to Ethiopia, in other words just about every Jew in 
the world. On one day the entire Jewish people was to be 
annihilated. We may have come to regard him as a figure of 
fun but he was no less a monster than Hitler.

There is one passage in the Megillah, not a particularly 
well known passage, which offers a profound insight into 
Haman’s character. Haman is on his way home from feasting 
with the King and Queen and encounters Mordechai who 
does not bow down to him. Upon reaching home he relates 
to his wife and friends how rich, successful and honoured 
he is, to the extent that he is the only person invited to dine 
with the King and Queen. Then he says the following, fateful 
words ‘and all this is worth nothing to me as long as I see 
Mordechai the Jew sitting at the King’s gate’ (Esther 5:13). 
How tragic – such a successful person being able to enjoy 
nothing! Haman was so consumed with the negative he was 
unable to experience the positive. Conversely Mordechai is 
strengthened by the positive nature of his faith and able to 
remain confident in the face of impending peril as expressed 
in his words to Esther ‘relief and deliverance will come to the 
Jews’ (Esther 4:14).

So Haman was a fatally flawed and tragic figure. Can I feel 
sorry for him? No more than I can feel sorry for Hitler who 
undoubtedly had his demons. But we can all learn some 
very powerful lessons from Purim’s great narrative. Amongst 
them is that there are people who harbour negative feelings 
towards us, not because of what we may have done but, 
simply because of who we are; our very existence bothers 
them. A Jew’s response to that must always be in the spirit 
of Mordechai – not to bend the knee or bow down to them. 
Also, the profound importance of valuing and appreciating 
all those things that we are blessed with. Unlike Haman who 
valued nothing and lost everything. 

HHC
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road,  
Hove BN3 1JN    Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

The Women Are Stirring Something Up 
by Myrna Carlebach

No, I don’t mean batters or cakes or anything in the kitchen, 
it’s in shuls all over the world that it is happening. More and 
more modern orthodox women are asking “Why can’t I do 
that?” 

For some today, going to shul means sitting and watching. 
In today’s world of equality in education and the workplace 
there are more and more women who have had the 
opportunity to learn in the Jewish world as well as the 
secular. There are women’s study groups led by men or 
women delving into Jewish custom and law. And therein 
lies the source of all our problems – is it law or custom and 
long standing practice? Apparently, there is much preventing 
women from doing things that is based on tradition.

What exactly do women want to do? How about leyning the 
Megilla? It is more and more accepted in a women’s group, 
that women learn the traditional leyning. Women now give a 
Dvar Torah in front of a combined men and women’s ordinary 
Shabbat morning service (No Shabbat service should be 
ordinary!). In some shuls, the Sefer Torah is carried through 
the women’s section on its way to and from the Ark so the 
women can hold out a Siddur and touch the Torah.

What about Bensching? In a group where there are only two 
men and more than three women can a woman lead the 
Bensching?

There are families where the daughter is taught to leyn the 
Sedra for her Bat Mitzvah and she does so beautifully at 
Mincha on Shabbat afternoon at a family gathering.

What about saying Kaddish? Why can’t a woman say 
Kaddish when she has a Yahrtzeit and say it in such a way 
that everyone can respond with Amen to her as to a man?

How about Bensching gomel? When someone has had an 
escape from an accident or recovery from a serious illness, 
after the leyning there is a special prayer to say thank you to 
Hashem for recovery.

All this depends on Jewish learning and knowledge. Learning 
is the basis of doing and it means putting some effort in 
but it does not necessarily have to be onerous. Discovering 
possibilities together can be awe inspiring.

We now have a Yoetzet (advisor) in London. This lovely 
young woman is as learned as any man and she is there 
to advise and inform and offer help to women, especially 
in personal questions where many women hesitate to give 
confidential questions to a man.

In a group of mainly under 50 year old women in London 
when asked what they wanted for the future, their first 
concern was for their daughters, how are we going to 
keep them within the world of the Anglo Jewish Orthodox 
community if they are pushed behind a Mechitza or sat 
upstairs in isolation?

They might as well be sat on the top deck of a bus. (Not on 
Shabbat of course) Behind the ‘We want to do’ cries there 
are of course the cries of ‘My mother never did it’, or ‘why 
change anything?’ or ‘It’s not right?’.

Why not? Which group do you support?
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It happened in the days of Trump, that Trump 
who ruled over 52 states from Maine to 
California, Alaska to Florida. In those days, 
when President Trump occupied the White 
House in the capital, Washington DC, in the 
third year of his presidency, he gave a banquet 
for all the officials and inner circle – the 
administration of his presidential campaign for 
a second term, the senators and governors 
of the states in his service. For no fewer than 
180 days, he dominated the airwaves and 
social media, displaying the vast riches of his 
dominion and the splendour of his presidency… 
– not least, the lavish furnishings of a White 
House that had become a Palace of Gold (See: 
Book of Esther, chapter 1, verses1-6).

The Book of Esther, which is at the heart of 
the festival of Purim, reads like a fairy story, 
complete with heroes and villains. Depending 
on your point of view, President Trump is 
either, a populist demagogue, fomenting 
hatred and division on the one hand, or a 
saviour of the people on the other. But Trump 
is neither a Haman nor a Mordechai. If he has 
a counterpart in the Purim tale, it is, perhaps, 
King Achashveirosh: vain and narcissistic, 
self-aggrandising and self-indulgent, for whom 
women are play-things and wives are trophies. 

Nevertheless, it’s not possible to dismiss King 
Achashveirosh out of hand – after all, he not 
only surrounded himself with sycophants who 
did his bidding, he promoted Haman, advancing 
him and placing him higher than any of his 
fellow officials (Esther 3:1). Perhaps, Trump will 
not get a chance to complete three years and 
start preparing for a second term in the fourth. 
Perhaps his flagrant disregard for the American 
constitution and due legal process will result in 
him being impeached. If this does happen, then 
his right-hand man, Vice President Mike Pence, 
an evangelical Christian with a hard-line right-
wing political agenda will step into his shoes…

The Purim story centres on the scapegoating 
and demonisation of the Jewish people. But 
when we celebrate Purim, are we simply 
rejoicing in the defeat of a heinous plot to 
destroy us, or are we also expressing our 
rejection of xenophobia and the persecution 
of any marginal group? After all, as the Torah 
teaches: ‘You shall not to oppress the stranger, 
for you know the inner-being (nefesh) of the 
stranger, seeing you were strangers in the land 
of Egypt’ (Mishpatim, Exodus 23:9). Written like 
a fairy story, the Book of Esther nonetheless 
addresses challenging issues about the 
vulnerability of religious and ethnic minorities, 
which remain pertinent today. Thankfully, 
Jews don’t seem to be the target of the Trump 
administration – although let’s not forget, 
Trump’s supporters include an assortment of 
racist and anti-Semitic organisations, including, 
the Ku Klux Klan. But the new government is 
directly targeting Mexicans and Muslims. As 
we celebrate Purim, let us express our support 
for all immigrant and minority groups at risk of 
victimisation. Purim Samei’ach!

The Purim Story Today
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Saturday 11 March – Purim Shpiel 1.30 pm 
A participatory theatre event specially written and devised by members of 
BHPS to celebrate Purim. Be brave – just turn up and be involved or simply 
watch and cheer! 

Communal Seder
Tickets are already selling fast for the BHPS Communal Seder on Monday 
10th of April 2017 - Start 18.30. £15 for Members; £20 for non-members; 
under 13s go free. 

If you’d like to attend, please register by contacting Sarah Winstone before 
31st of March: T: 01273 501604 or 07841488620 or email sarah.winstone@
ntlworld.com

Lectures and Lunches
Those who have already joined us for these events will know that they are 
convivial and interesting with a tasty lunch. Book now for the final lecture in 
the series. Tickets cost £20 and include welcome drink, lecture and lunch. 

30 April - Barry Hyman - The story of Marks and Spencer 1884 – 1965.  
Barry Hyman is the retired Head of Media and Public Relations at M&S.

Time:
11.30 am        Welcome drink on arrival   
12 - 1.00pm   Lecture with questions and answers
1- 3.00 pm     Lunch including wine or a soft drink, followed by coffee 
(vegetarian, permitted fish or other special dietary requirements)
Tickets must be purchased at least two weeks in advance and shown at the 
door. 

To order
Tickets may be purchased by visiting Event Brite at www.eventbrite.co.uk and 
searching for the event or by ringing the office 01273 737223. 

Open Wednesdays
BHPS is open every Wednesday from 11 am – 4 pm for social activities. These 
include scrabble, chess, bridge, exercise classes, computer training, access 
to the library knitting and weaving.

Please bring a packed lunch (vegetarian or permitted fish). Hot drinks are 
available. Ring the office for further details if you would like to join us. 

Friday Night Onagim
Erev Shabbat Service 7.30 pm followed by a talk. 

10 March - Mahmut Gunaydin: Director of the Brighton Branch of the Dialogue 
Society – on the society’s work.  
Please see www.dialoguesociety.org
14 April - Claire Bessel on Weaving in Sweden.
12 May - Gio Guillen on Jewish Baking with samples!
9 June - Michael Harris on Commonalities between the Abrahamic Religions’ 

Access to Hebrew and Exploring Judaism Classes
Exploring Judaism and Access to Hebrew classes are led by Rabbi Elli Tikvah 
Sarah and OPEN TO ALL those who wish to broaden and deepen their Jewish 
knowledge. 

Access to Hebrew class. – Saturday 1.00-2.00 pm
Exploring Judaism – Saturday 2.15 – 3.45pm
Due to rehearsals for the Purim Shpiel, we are switching the times of the 
Rabbi’s classes on Saturday on 4th March 
1.00pm to 2.30pm: Exploring Judaism - Shabbat I: In the Torah & the halakhah 
(Jewish law)
2.45pm to 3.45pm: Access to Hebrew.                                   

11 March Purim 
18 March Shabbat II: Liturgy and rituals
25 March Shabbat III: Towards a Liberal Jewish approach to ‘keeping 
Shabbat’
1 April Pesach I: The Haggadah & the Seder     

For full details of all BHPS activities see our website.  BHPS is fully wheelchair 
accessible.

Events@BHPS
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What’s on: March 2017
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EvENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIvITIES

EvENTS IN MARCH  
      Thursday 2
 � JACS members are invited to the Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club 

with guest speaker Ken Pollock on Eastbourne, the World’s 
Second Oldest Tennis Club. Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999  
 
Wednesday 8

 � Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the April 2017 
issue.  Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org  
 
Monday 20

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) Laurence Collins ‘Don’t 
write me off just yet – Jewish nonagenarians’  at 10.45 am 
Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove (£1.50). Tel: 0208 385 3070 or 
email esther@ajr.co.uk 
 
Sunday 26

 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents a Polish film Ida at Ralli Hall 
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm. Drinks available

 � Lubavitch Foundation Gala Dinner at Amex Community Stadium. 
Tickets £30 p.p. from Rabbi Pesach Efune 01273 321919 
  
Tuesday 28    

 � Jewish Historical Society of England – Sussex Branch with guest 
speaker Dr Susan Cohen on Eleanor Rathbone – Rescuing 
Refugees at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 7.45 pm. 
Members free, non/members £4.00. Contact: amcrook321@
gmail.com 01273 776539 or g.gould915@btinternet.com 
01273 419415 
 
Thursday 30    

 � Unveiling of Blue Plaque in honour of Edward Zeff MBE, Croix 
de Guerre at Embassy Court, Kings Road, Brighton at 12.00 
noon. Everybody invited.

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 3
Fri 10
Fri 17
Fri 24
Fri 31

NOTABLE DATES
Thursday 9 Fast of Esther
Sunday  12 Purim
Monday 13 Shushan Purim
Sunday  26 Clocks go forward 1 hour 

Out 

Sat 4
Sat 11
Sat 18
Sat 25
Sat 1 Apr

Light Candles 

5.27 pm
5.39 pm
5.51 pm
6.10 pm
7.14 pm

Havdalah 

6.36 pm
6.47 pm
6.59 pm
7.11 pm
8.23 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their 

vehicle.
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, 

BRIGHTON
The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, 
HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton 

Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 

484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 
transport Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune. Men only. 8.15 
pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth 
look at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our 
lives. Enjoy herbal teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 
8.00 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd 
Monday of the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 
3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk 

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall  
 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   

Tel:  07811 601106

 � Chutzpah Choir yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina Shepherd. 
11.00 am – 1.00 pm, weekly.  For Hove venue, contact 
chutzpahchoir@gmail.com or ring Betty on 01273 474795

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 
688538  

Wednesdays
 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the 

Cavendish Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first 
Wednesday of every month.

Thursdays
 � Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) at Montessori Nursery 

from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging 
environment, healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music 
time!

 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to 
the RHL&SC Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome 
- 8.15 - 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent and child playgroup with 

Sara Zanardo and her guitar 10.30 am – 12.30 pm (including 
lunch) AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th 
Friday of each month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 

Susans Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 
07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 
2.30 - 5.00 pm, CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne


