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So, here we are at the start of a 
New World Order.  What shall we 
make of it?  Maybe we need to 
borrow an old advertising slogan 
for a mobile telephone network:  
The future is orange.  Or maybe we 
need to look at the political colours 
and adapt the title of a television 
series:  Orange is the New Red 
(Republican Red, that is).

The election of Donald Trump as 
President of the United States 
has left many people in disbelief, 
wringing their hands at what will 
be.  Of course, we don’t know what 
the future will hold since none of us 
have crystal balls that work.

Sussex Jewish 
News is the 

perfect magazine 
for breaking  

the conversational 
etiquette that we 
were once taught.

Sussex Jewish News – a magazine 
that can combine and discuss 
both religion and politics within its 
pages – is ideal for breaking the 
conversational etiquette that we 

were once taught.  And we will do 
so again by recognising that Mr 
Trump’s election follows the same 
disaffection for mainstream political 
leaders that have accounted for the 
successes of Jeremy Corbyn, UKIP 
and the Brexit.

However, at this time, we must 
remember that the new President-
Elect has not yet taken office, and, 
that his daughter and son-in-law 
are Jewish too.  All we can do at 
this juncture is pray that God will 
grant Mr Trump the wisdom to 
govern effectively in peace and 
unity.  If he is successful, the world 
will be the better for it. 
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
• are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
• accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•       welcome readers’ contributions but reserve the right to edit, cut, decline 
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.

The Editorial Board of SJN wishes  
all its readers a very Happy Chanukah.
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Your news 
Special birthdays
Mazel tov to Simon Conn, Joanne Dempster, June Harris, 
Barbara Isaacs, Jeffrey Lyons,  Bobbie Silver and all who 
have special birthdays this month.

Bar Mitzvah
Mazel tov to Moses Barnard Seidel whose bar mitzvah 
will be held on 24 December at Brighton & Hove Hebrew 
Congregation

Engagements
Mazel tov to Aileen and Barry Hill on the engagement of their 
son Darren to Julliette Cooney

Wedding Anniversaries
•   Mazel tov to Wendy and Ronnie Bloom, who were married 

on 4 December 1966 at Middle Street Synagogue, on the 
celebration of their Golden Wedding anniversary

•   Mazel tov to Fiona Sharpe and Winston Pickett, who 
were married on 4 December 1991 at the Middle Street 
Synagogue, on the celebration of their Silver Wedding 
anniversary

•   Mazel tov to Adrienne and Michael Davids on the 
celebration of their 35th wedding anniversary

Lindsey Young, Sandra Barnett and other family 
members would like to thank the Rabbonim, Martin 

Gross and the community for their kind support at the 
lavoya and shiva and making up the minyan following 
the passing of their Mother and Cousin, Pearl Caplan.

Joyce and Geof send their heartfelt congratulations to  
their granddaughter Ella, on receiving a 1st with 
Distinction in her Master’s Degree at Bournemouth 
University. Also on winning the BH Live Award as the best 
MSc Events Management and MSc Events Marketing 
Student in the Faculty of Management. We are so very 
proud of you Ella as we know how hard you worked to 
gain this outstanding achievement.

Notice
The Brighton & Hove Kashrus Board

The Annual General Meeting of the Kashrus Board took 
place on 2 September 2016 at 31, New Church Road, 
Hove.

If anyone wishes to see the accounts for the past five 
years, these are published on the Charity Commission’s 
website under charity number 284491.

Naches Corner
•   Oliver (11), the grandson of Barbara and Irvyn Isaacs, 

asked his grandma to teach him bridge. She laid out the 
cards into the four hands and one hand had many more 
Spades than the other three. So she told him that Spades 
would be the Trumps.  “Oh”, said Oliver, “So the other 
cards must be the Clintons!”

•   Jamie, the youngest grandson of Doris Levinson, walked 
the complete route of the Circle Line (27 underground 
stations = 17 miles) on Sunday 6 November raising over 
£1,500 for charity.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleima to Lewis Mann and everyone who 
is unwell or in hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Elliot Abboudi z’l, David 
Block z’l, Rose Cannan z’l, Pearl Caplan z’l (cousin of Sandra 
Barnett), Leonard Curtis z’l, Catherine Itzcovitz z’l, Dennis 
Hollis MM z’l, Wendy Maurice z’l, Marie Pinkin z’l , Helen 
Spector z’l and Barbara Bernstein z’l (sister of Laurel Woolfe)

Wendy and Ronnie Bloom send their warmest thanks 
to their family and their wonderful friends in the 

community for the cards, phone calls, good wishes 
and kindness during their recent health problems.

Your views
David Block z’l (aged 79)
by Mike Lyons

David was a Brightonian but had lived out of Brighton for 
many years. Throughout the war years and for all of his 
childhood, he had lived in Regency Square. His mother, 
Blanche, was the sister of Lily Feld who was married to Al 
Feld, ex-Mayor of Brighton. 

His father was killed in action during WW2. His cousins were 
Myra Ross (nee Taub) and Robert Feld. His older sister, Ruth, 
is well known around Brighton, although sadly, she has been 
wheelchair-bound for most of her adult life.

Like most of the Jewish boys and girls at that time, he went 
to St. Margaret’s School in Brighton. He leaves a wife, Alice, 
and a daughter, Lucia, from a previous marriage.

Quite a few people in Brighton, especially the Regency 
Square crowd, will remember him with fondness.

Wendy Maurice z’l
by Gerry Crest, Spain

We are sorry to learn that Wendy has passed away. 

Wendy, Peter and I go back a long way and were close 
friends for several years. 

It was as a result of Peter calling a few of us together that a 
decision was taken to form a group of people to ensure the 
security of our community. 

Wendy and Peter moved to London, but both Wendy and 
Peter must have been very proud to have witnessed from 
small beginnings to what has been achieved today. 

We remember the Good Times. 

Thank You

Achievements
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Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House  

01273 564021

• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226

•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org

•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board  

07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com

•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223

•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   
(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343

•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   

or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk

Firstly, a big thank you to our small but dedicated 
group of synagogue volunteers for helping us to mark 
the festivals at the home. Celebrating the Jewish 
festivals and helping us to bring in Shabbat is such 
an important part of life for our residents and they are 
really appreciative. With this in mind, we are looking for 
some new volunteers to join this group.

Whatever your background, if you are willing and able, 
we would love to hear from you and more than happy 
to offer support. It would be a wonderful Mitzvah.

Other news - on 8 September we were delighted to 
host a platinum (70th) wedding anniversary for two of 
our residents, Pearl and Lionel Winston. The Mayor 
attended the event. The couple, who moved into our 
home earlier this year, first met each other at Brighton 
Station and have been devoted to each other ever since.  

© Photo by Yakir Zur

Gloria Sachs, a resident at Hyman Fine House has 
written the following as a reflection on the celebration 
of the festivals in the home. 

“With the sweetness of the New Year upon us, our 
thoughts are turning to what it means and feels like 
being Jewish in a Jewish Care Home. Nostalgia – 
thinking of the older generations, mothers, fathers and 
grandmothers and grandfathers come to mind for a lot 
of people. The culture and traditions that have shaped 
people’s lives and memories of times gone by. Visiting 
the burial grounds and seeing their names is a bitter 
sweet experience. 

We keep things alive here in our own gentle, caring 
way, getting involved in building the Sukkah gets us all 
talking – Sukkahs we have known – rain on the roof – 
childhood Sukkot services. These shared memories all 
go to make Hyman Fine House a special place to be.”

Hyman Fine House 
by Natasha Carson, Manager and Gloria Sachs, Resident

If you feel inspired by Gloria’s words and would like to 
meet our residents and learn more about their lives, 
they would be really happy to talk to you.  One of 
the ways volunteers help us is by capturing people’s 
memories and life stories. 

If you would like to learn more about volunteering in 
the home, please contact Natasha or Mark on 01273 
688226.  

Natasha Carson is the manager at Hyman Fine House.  
Gloria Sachs is a resident at the House.
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It is quite amazing what a lick of paint will do to transform 
an area that has become rather shabby due to being on an 
exposed corner at the mercy of the elements. If you have 
either been in, or passed by, the main entrance of Ralli Hall 
within the last few weeks, I am sure that you could not have 
missed the elegant Main Entrance with its newly black-
painted floor tiles and its glossy white pillars on either side of 
the three pairs of very smart glazed doors. 

The building was completed way back in 1913 and must have 
cost a great deal of money to construct at the time. It has 
been mentioned in the past, that the building was a gift by 
the Ralli family to All Saints Church, situated on the corner 
of The Drive and Eaton Road, which at the time did not have 
a church hall. The local Jewish Community purchased Ralli 
Hall and opened it as a Youth Centre (the original Charity 
Name was the “Brighton & Hove Jewish Youth Council”) just 
forty years ago this summer. It was a moving ceremony with 
the late Frankie Vaughan as the guest of honour. Later, in 
the 1990s, rightly (although most annoyingly) it was Grade 2 

Listed as a building of exceptional architectural interest.

As you can no doubt tell, I am rather proud of our magnificent 
late Edwardian building, which has been under my 
stewardship now for over a quarter of a century and which 
has been improved internally and externally bit by bit over the 
years, as funds have permitted. I sincerely hope to be able 
to carry on the good work for the benefit of our community 
for a few more years while I am still in good health, before, 
hopefully, handing over the responsibility in due course to the 
next generation. Our Board of Management has an ongoing 
plan of maintenance and upgrade with the object of Ralli Hall 
becoming the first choice for affordable community simchas, 
particularly where the catering is to be Kosher (as mentioned 
in more detail in my last Message).

The year is, once again, coming to an end, and I would 
to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy, Healthy 
Chanukah and I hope to see many of you at the first night 
lighting of the magnificent Chanukia in Palmeira Square.
In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

I was really delighted at the response to my request in 
Sussex Jewish News for people who remembered the 
Emanuels of 12, Valance Road, to get in touch. As a 
result, we made lovely connections, including with people 
with great stories to tell. We had a fabulous visit with 
others to Middle Street synagogue on the Heritage Open 
Day in September.

Evelyn Evans came. She remembered, as an 11 or 12 
year old, feeling ‘very shy and proud’ on receiving the 
Moritz Emanuel memorial prize at cheder. This was 
presented by my grandmother, Bessy Emanuel, Moritz 
Emanuel’s widow. Evelyn, now in her 80s, had been 
evacuated to Brighton from Southend during the Second 
World War. On hearing her story, Eleanor Lind (Platt) told 
us that her grandmother was one of the cheder teachers 
at the time.

My grandparents worked tirelessly to get Jewish people 
out of Germany and find homes for them. It was an 
absolute thrill for me to meet Bea Jacobs and hear about 
the young woman refugee whom her family welcomed 
to live with them as family for 2-3 years. So very relevant 
now with a world full of refugees.

Thanks to everyone who got in contact and helped to 
make it all come together, as well as to Evelyn and Bea, 
with special thanks to Jill Goodman and family, Eleanor 
and Freddie Lind, Martyn Cooperman, Doris Levinson 
and Gordon Franks.

Maurice Emanuel, Ralph Emanuel, Judith Emanuel (Ralph 
remembered sitting there as a child with his father Moritz)

Jill Goodman’s daughter and grandson, Judith Emanuel, Jill 
Goodman, Ralph Emanuel, Saime Timms

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams

Reminiscing at Middle Street
by Judith Emanuel
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As we start the Jewish New Year and with 
the heralding of winter (my first day for 
donning a woolly warm hat on my dawn 
trek to the station), I realised that it’s been 

a whole year since reporting in these pages on the arrival of 
the Helping Hands’ new, gleaming, white bus at Ralli Hall.

The bus was very much the ‘star of the event’. A year on, 
it remains the indispensable vehicle for so much support 
for the community through Helping Hands and other local 
organisations. It is particularly used to ensure that many older 
members of the community do not miss out on coming to 
the regular teas organised throughout the year. (We have the 
2017 dates for your new calendars below.)

In my world of work, we very easily slip into public services 
jargon – my team doesn’t provide a service to teachers, 
we ‘deliver’ a programme. When we talk about getting our 
new ideas to help schools work better together, this may 
be described as ‘driving the vehicle of change’ (though my 
new boss, a self-described blunt Yorkshire woman, heartily 
disapproves of this lingo).

Well, it occurred to me that this phrase applies more 
appropriately to the drivers of our vehicle, the community 
bus. They literally bring about change for the better in 
their passengers’ Sundays – with the cheery company, 
entertainment and tasty teas on offer.

The bus is used throughout the week in the wider Brighton 
community with Community Transport drivers. However, we 
do need a pool of drivers for the teas at the AJEX Hall, which 
take place every other month. An escort helps guests from 
their homes on to the bus, and then goes back with them on 
their journey home - so unlike Brighton buses, our drivers do 
have a fellow (volunteer) ‘conductor’!

We can’t just hand over the keys to the minibus and its 
precious cargo without fulfilling a requirement of DVLA. 
A special test is required to drive the minibus but it is not 
difficult. Prospective drivers must have categories D and D1 
on their driving licence to enable them to drive for us. The 
test is organised by Community Transport at their premises 
in Preston Barracks, Brighton. If you will commit to being a 
volunteer driver for Helping Hands, we will cover the cost of 
the test.

Having so successfully raised funds for a new bus last year, 
we want to ensure that the bus is used regularly, and so it is 
vital that we have more drivers to enable our guests, who rely 
on the bus, to attend the teas.

By way of own Kol Nidre non-pecuniary appeal, Helping 
Hands really want to boost our small but wonderful team of 
volunteer drivers and ask members of the community to think 
about being a bus driver of the lovely, ‘nearly new’ vehicle. 

Come on board - one (community) owner, several (dedicated 
and careful) drivers and very appreciative passengers. Be  
part of a well-known Sunday bus service about town doing 
much good.

01273 747722

Community Tea Dates in 2017
•  5  February 
•  2 April 
•  4 June 
•  6 August 
•  8 October 
•  17 December 

Hope you all had good Yom Tovim. We are glad to say that 
the Lunch and Social Club is back to being opened twice 
a week and I know our members are also very happy to be 
back.

Our light exercise classes in the morning are very popular 
with our instructors Adele (Tai Chi) on a Tuesday and Anandi 
(Yoga) on a Thursday. So if you feel you could do with some 
exercises in the winter, please join us.

Our 100 Club is just a few people away from the magic 
number 100. To reach that number would be amazing.

In December we are planning an outing to Rushfields Plant 
Centre, which our members enjoy and where we are always 
made very welcome.

On 20 December we are having our Chanukah party with 
great food and our amazing entertainer, Phil Haze, so if you 
would like to join us please call me so I can make sure we 
have enough food (salt beef and latkes - yummy).

On Thursday 3rd November we had a speaker from Jewish 
Care who gave us all details of their services, which was very 
useful for many members.

I would like to say a big Thank You to everyone who has had 
celebrations in the past year and in lieu of gifts has requested 
donations to the lunch club.

Happy Chanukah to everyone: hope you enjoy it and don’t 
eat too many latkes. 

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer

Helping Hands – drivers of change
by Jason Lever
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Our 2016 - 17 session got off to a splendid start 
on 1 November with an address by Dr Carolyn 
Sanzenbacher of the University of Southampton, 
who spoke to us on Rev. James Parkes and the 
Hitler Years. Just a part of her recently completed 
doctoral thesis into anti-semitism, she dealt 
with the Anglican clergyman’s campaign against 
the then prevailing view that Jews themselves 
were responsible for anti-semitism, but he laid 
the blame largely on Christianity itself. He was 
strongly opposed by the established world Church 
Organisations but his views prevailed and now the 
Institute and Library that bear his name are the most 
renowned in the world for the study of anti-semitism 
and Church/Synagogue relations. What particularly 
impressed us was our speaker’s enthusiasm for her 
subject and her audience and the meticulous way in 
which she had prepared and presented her address.

Numbers were a little lower than recently but the 
enthusiasm and lengthy period of questions and 
discussion more than made up for this. Altogether 
this was another superb experience and most greatly 
appreciated by all those present.

On 31 January 2017 we will meet again at Ralli 
Hall when Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain, Minister of 
Maidenhead Synagogue, will speak on “River Jews - 
the surprising story of Jews along the Thames from 
medieval times till today”. Rabbi Romain is surely 
too well known to need any more introduction than 
to say that he is a speaker not to be missed. All are 
invited, free for members and students, but only £4 
for most welcome visitors, the charge to include light 
refreshments. All our lectures commence at 7.45 
pm prompt. So, please come early, especially not to 
disturb the proceedings once they have begun.

Jewish Historical Society of England – Sussex Branch
by Godfrey R Gould

Some Historical Connections 
by Godfrey R Gould

Sussex and the City

On 16 September 1841 there appeared in the 
‘Brighton Gazette’ the following report -

The Brighton Terminus is a beautiful structure, 
and the iron sheds in the rear will not suffer from 
any comparison with any railway terminus in 
existence. The offices and waiting rooms are 
most commodious, and are furnished with every 
convenience for passengers. Gas fittings for the 
whole terminus have been put up by the Brighton & 
Hove Gas Company.

The terminus building referred to was designed by 
David Mocatta, architect to the London & Brighton 
Railway, and a blue plaque to that effect was erected 
recently inside by the main exit, although the name 
of the railway has been abbreviated to L & B R. 
Mocatta has, of course, been commemorated on 
former Brighton & Hove bus No. 854. The Brighton 
Gazette, an outstanding campaigning newspaper, 
was founded, owned, managed and edited by Levi 
Emanuel Cohen, who, for his efforts, was sentenced 
to six months in Chelmsford Gaol, but from which he 
continued to edit his newspaper. Nevertheless, he 
was twice elected by his fellow editors as President 
of the Newspaper Society. His huge contribution to 
the town of Brighton is also recognised on one of 

our buses, No.443. Levi’s brother-in-law was Henry 
Solomon, the first Chief Constable of Brighton. 
However, on 13 March 1844 he was murdered in his 
office in Brighton Town Hall by a disturbed youth 
who had stolen a carpet in St James’ Street. For 
this crime most foul the perpetrator suffered the 
extreme penalty three weeks later at Horsham Gaol. 
A blue plaque on the walls of Brighton Town Hall 
commemorates this event and Henry’s name also 
appears on Brighton & Hove bus No. 633.

At the same time Henry was Vice President of the 
local Jewish community, which had commissioned 
David Mocatta to design for them their first purpose-
built Synagogue in Devonshire Place. This was 
opened in 1838 and the altered façade and some 
trace of the original interior remain, although the 
building is now a small development of select 
apartments. In 2007, a blue plaque recording the 
contribution of Mocatta in this enterprise was 
unveiled. Which brings us full circle to Brighton 
station, which was opened three years later.

Three people, three plaques and three buses.
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When Godfrey Gould and I set out to compile the 
Anthology of 250 years of Brighton and Hove Jewry, 
we accepted that it would probably not be possible 
to include all the material we had available and 
that some members of the community would feel 
that we had omitted important information relating 
to their family or organisation. We also hoped that 
publication of the Anthology would spark memories 
that could be shared more widely. Over the summer, 
we have been delighted to see how new information 
has emerged, and thought that we should share 
some of this with the readers of SJN.

First, through diligent research by Gordon Franks, 
assisted by Rabbi Rader, a number of marriage 
documents relating to Israel Samuel and his 
family have now been translated. They give us 
a fascinating insight into the world of Jews in 
the mid/late 18th century, and the continuity of 
wording used in the Ketubah for at least 250 years 
is quite remarkable. The work on these documents 
continues, and whilst the originals will remain at 
the Jewish Museum in London, copies, with the 
translations, will be lodged at the local record office 
at the Keep.

Two insights into the history of the Holland Road 
synagogue have emerged. Steven Samuels found 
an account written by his father of the starting of a 
Minyan in Montefiore Road at the start of the First 
World War in 1914, by his grandfather who moved 
here from Westcliff-on -Sea, and his father-in-law, 
who was the local shochet. Whilst this is mentioned 
in the Anthology, we now have much more detail 
of these events, which some see as the origins 
of the Hove Hebrew Congregation. We have also 
become aware that the original designs for the 
windows at Holland Road, by Irene Freedman, are 
held by members of the family and it is hoped to 
secure them for the Keep as part of their archive of 
Brighton and Hove Jewry.

Other new information, which we hope will reach a 
wider audience, relates to Captain Benn, owner of 
the New Imperial Hotel, about whom his daughter 
Susan Conway has offered to write, and the 
residence of the retired Chief Rabbi, Herman Adler, 
in Hove in the 1860s.

To this end, with the assistance of Winston Pickett 
and Gordon Kay, the Sussex branch of JHSE is 

planning to create an ongoing Community History 
website, where anyone can post a memory, 
photographs, or other material relating to the history 
of the Brighton and Hove Jewish community. It will 
initially hold all of the content from the Anthology, 
every SJN from its beginning over 20 years ago, 
and other relevant material. However, that is only 
the beginning, for it to be a true success it needs 
regular content from you, the community. We hope 
to announce the full availability of this later this year. 

So get into the loft and the sideboard and see if you 
have any documents, photos or material relating 
to the community, no matter how obscure. This is 
not about official history; we want to know your 
personal histories. It could be simchas in shuls or 
hotels, school reports, communal meeting notes, 
flyers for Jewish businesses, anything that adds 
another piece to the rich tapestry that is Brighton 
& Hove’s Jewish history. You never know what 
you may find, and indeed what has come forward 
already is very exciting.

We are pleased to confirm an email address where 
you can send us content or enquire more: info@
ourjewishstory.co.uk - we look forward to hearing 
from you.

Thus, the celebrations of the 250th anniversary 
of the first recorded Jewish presence in Brighton, 
and the Anthology itself, will not be the end of the 
story, but the starting point for a wider and deeper 
appreciation of Brighton and Hove Jewry, accessible 
to all, and which can be added to by everyone in  
the future.

Brighton Jewry 250 – The Story Continues
by Michael Crook

About our cover
Last summer 12-year old Moses Barnard Seidel of 
Hove played inline roller hockey for the UK’s national 
team at State Wars, the United States Roller Hockey 
Championships.  It is an international tournament over 
10 days featuring 274 teams from America, Canada 
and Britain across all age groups.

One of only three players from the south of England 
on the national team, Moses played goal for the UK’s 
under 12 and under 14 teams, and, was named to the 
all-star team for his age.

Now Moses is trying out for the 2017 national team, 
but first his next challenge is his bar mitzvah on 24 
December 2016.
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As 2016, the year in which our 
community has commemorated 250 
years of known Jewish presence in 
Brighton, comes to an end, it might 
be well to record what is known of the 
man at the centre of these events.

Born in London before 1740, Israel’s 
earliest recorded connection with 
Brighton dates to 31st December 
1766, when he and his prospective 
father-in-law, Jonas Phillips, formally 
set down the Tna’im [conditions] 
for the marriage of Israel to Jonas’s 
daughter Susannah. More about this 
later.

Despite the best efforts of several 
researchers, including direct 
descendants in both London and New 
Zealand, Israel remains an elusive 
figure. Local and London records for 
the period are very sparse, so few 
clear facts emerge.

Records of property holdings in 
London exist but the next mention of 
Israel here comes in a brief report in 
the Sussex Weekly Advertiser dated 
28th December 1789, which mentions 
a theft from his shop: 

Last Wednesday about six o’clock in 
the evening, some robbers had the 
audacity to break a pane of glass in 
the shop window of Mr. lsrael Samuel, 
in the East Street, Brighton, and steal 
thereout 16 pair of mens’ fine woollen 
hose, 1 piece of Irish linen, 8 pair 
mens’ shoes, 12 pairplated buckles, 
and several hats with which they found 
means to get clear off. 

Things become clearer with the 
publication in 1799 and again in 1800 
of Cobby’s Directory, where Israel is 
listed as trading at 22, East Street, 
now as a silversmith and toyman; 
terms which had a somewhat different 
meaning then. At the same premises 
he also ran a lodging house.

On 30th July 1802, Israel, with four 
others, signed the lease for [effectively] 
Brighton’s second synagogue in 
Poune’s Court, just off West Street. 
The original of this lease for 21 years, 
is held at The Keep at Falmer [East 
Sussex Record Office.]

 

Israel died in 1806: the Sussex Weekly 
Advertiser, dated Monday 11th August 
printed the following brief item: 

Died. One day last week, at an 
advanced age, Mr Samuel, a Jew, who 
had resided here for nearly 50 years.

  

In June 1807 his widow was granted 
administration of his ‘Goods Chattels 
and Credits’ amounting to £450 - a 
substantial sum in those days. 

Happily the story does not end there. 
In May 2004 Mrs Rosemary Totton of 
New Zealand made contact stating 
that she was Israel’s four times 
great granddaughter. In September 
2005, Mrs Angela Shire, a London 
genealogist, indicated that her 
husband, Jeffrey, was a four times 
great grandson. The Shires had 
visited the Record Office [then in 
Lewes], hoping to find original Samuel 
marriage and betrothal documents, 
apparently deposited by the late David 
Spector. All they found was a poor 
and virtually illegible photocopy of 
a document identified as the tna’im 
[conditions - essentially a pre-nuptual 
contract].

Very recently, through Rosemary 
Totton’s research, it was discovered 
that the original document did 
exist and with four other marriage 
related agreements as well as further 
family papers, was in the Jewish 
Museum in Camden Town. Four of 

the marriage items were written in 
an elegant and archaic cursive script 
typical of the style common in mid-
18th century Germany. The language 
in Rabbinic Hebrew and Aramaic is 
poetic, legalistic and full of courtly 
flourishes. Rabbi Rader looked at 
these and, realising they needed expert 
examination, had them transliterated 
into block script. Subsequently he has 
translated all five items and is currently 
refining his work as well as looking into 
halachic questions they raise.

At a very 
late stage 
we were 
contacted 
by Shlomo, 
a son of 
the late 
Rabbi David 
Katanka z’l, 
whose wife, 
Channah 
Leah née 
Hassell, is 
a five times 
great grand-
daughter 
of Israel and Susannah through the 
Phillips line.

Much work remains in the attempt to 
bring Israel out of the mists of time. 
It is hoped that arrangements can be 
made to tell the story so far through 
the auspices of our branch of the 
Jewish Historical Society of England.

[*It is thought that possibly another 
Israel Samuel lived in London at the 
same period - hence the inclusion of 
‘Brighthelmstone’ to identify him more 
precisely].

The assistance of all persons and 
organisations that have contributed 
to the research for this article is most 
gratefully acknowledged.

Editor’s Note: A translation of the 
tna’im is available but due to space 
restrictions has not been reproduced 
here. Anyone who would like to receive 
a copy should email editor@sjn.org.
uk and the translation will be emailed 
back.

Features

Israel Samuel aka Ensele Ben Samuel Ha’cohen of Brighthelmstone 
Born before 1740 – Died 1806
by Gordon Franks
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The View from Israel:  The UNESCO vote
by Barry Shaw

Features

UNESCO - the 
United Nations 
Educational, 
Scientific 
and Cultural 
Organization 
– voted on 
13th October 
against the very 
principles that 
it was created 
to support. 
UNESCO was 
founded in 1945 
after World War 
Two to establish 
humanity’s moral 
and intellectual 

solidarity. It says it strives to build networks among 
nations to enable this kind of solidarity. 

These were its founding principles. Oh, how the 
mighty have fallen. With shocking disregard to historic 
evidence, it insulted and denied the heritage of two of 
the world’s greatest religions, Judaism and Christianity, 
when it passed a resolution that denied Jewish, and 
therefore Christian, ties to the Temple Mount.

The October vote shattered thousands of years of 
faith, belief, historical, archaeological and literal fact. 
It reconfirmed its ignorance five days later by ratifying 
its insult against Judaism and Christianity. In UNESCO, 
Islam rules and truth is dead. So is Jewish and 
Christian heritage.

Questions must be raised about why they made such 
an egregious mistake. Some will point to the Islamic 
regimes and undemocratic countries that dominate 
too many United Nations forums and are now dictating 
how they see the world. But my beef is with the cynical 
politics of countries that should know better and must 
act with moral authority but which were missing at this 
significant resolution.

It is high time to name and shame those responsible for 
the passing of this historic upheaval.

It is hardly surprising to learn that among the nations 
which eagerly voted for the UNESCO principle that 
Jerusalem’s Temple Mount is strictly Islamic were 
Algeria, Bangladesh, China, Egypt, Iran, Lebanon, 
Malaysia, Morocco, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, and 
Vietnam. For the most part that is a given. They are 

all in denial, ignorant or uncaring about the Scriptures 
as geographic and historic evidence that the Temple 
Mount was a Jewish construct.

If the tale of Abraham sacrificing Isaac on Mount 
Moriah, the site on which the Temple was built, is too 
far-fetched, how about the recorded histories of King 
Solomon and King David who built the first and second 
Temples, together with the corroborating historic 
timeline that links both events? 

And if that doesn’t convince you there is a treasure 
trove of artefacts that are scientifically proven to be 
intricately traceable back to specific periods that prove 
the authenticity of the Jewish temples and the events 
that unfolded there. 

Russia voted in favour of the motion, ignoring the 
millions of Russian Orthodox Christians it insulted by 
its vote. But, shockingly, both South Africa and Mexico 
also voted that the Temple Mount is Islamic. Where was 
their Christian-based conscience? Mexico switched its 
position by abstaining in the ratification procedure. Not 
good enough!

Now that the deep centre of his religious heart has 
been surgically removed by UNESCO, will we be 
hearing from the radical South African Christian leader, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who often struts the world 
stage spouting moral and humanitarian values? And 
what will the Pope say about the decision of Italy to 
abstain rather than oppose a vote that strikes at the 
origins of his faith? He was born in Argentina and now 
the nation of the birth of the Pope voted on a resolution 
that says the Jewish Temple Mount did not exist. Ergo 
– no Jesus! For, if there was never a Jewish Temple on 
the Temple Mount there couldn’t have been a Jesus. 
Ergo - no Christianity!

Not only has UNESCO, with this vote, announced 
that the Old Testament is a lie, a historical fiction. It 
also declared that the New Testament is null and void. 
There were only six nations that voted against the 
motion that the Temple Mount has always been and 
will continue to be an exclusive Islamic holy site. They 
were the United States, Great Britain, Lithuania, the 
Netherlands, Germany and Estonia. That’s it! Only six 
nations had the moral courage to deny an obvious and 
internationally impactful lie.

Perhaps the greatest shame lies with some of the 
nations that, with the moral cowardice and political 
cynicism we have come to expect from them in other 



12 13

ISSUE 269 | DECEMBER 2016

UN chambers, decided to go along with the intolerant 
and stupid regimes by abstaining. These nations 
included Albania, Argentina, France, Ghana, Cameroon, 
Greece, Guinea, Haiti, India, Italy, Japan, Kenya, South 
Korea, Spain, Sweden, Togo and Ukraine.

I know that Europe was once a Christian continent, 
but I did not suspect that the religious disorientation 
of countries like Spain, France, Sweden and Greece 
would lead them not to look at the meaning of this 
UNESCO resolution and vote against it for the lie that it 
is. Have they really abandoned their Christian origins so 
much that they have already disowned them? Perhaps 
Sweden will now remove the cross from its national 
flag?

As for Italy, what can I say? Together with Spain, they 
were once the strong upholders of Catholicism, the 
Jews will say to an intolerant and anti-Semitic degree. 
Jews suffered badly in the past in both these countries. 
We recall the Spanish Expulsion and Inquisition of 
its Jews, a genocide inspired by the leaders of the 
Catholic Church.

But, Italy? I invite all Italians, especially their politicians 
and diplomats that enabled the passing of this obscene 
vote, to revisit the Roman Forum in Rome and stand 
under the Arch of Titus to look at the ancient carvings 
depicting the Roman rape of the Jewish Temple. They 
will see the Hebrew slaves being forced to carry the 
Jewish relics they plundered from Jerusalem during their 
conquest, pillage and destruction of our Jewish Temple.

And yet they abstained from this motion? Were they 
reliving yet another plunder of the Jewish Temple by 
cohorting with the Islamic world? For that’s what it 
looks like to me.

Can we now expect the Pope, as head of the Catholic 
Church, speak up and denounce UNESCO? So far, 
only silence. Can we expect to hear the voices of any 
Christian leader as we are starting to hear the voices of 
rabbis in every Jewish denomination?

The shame of UNESCO displays itself in the myopia 
of countries that were once considered “enlightened 
nations”.  Not any more. The political cynicism and 
dereliction of their traditional values has diminished 
their once valuable influence and enabled intolerant 
nations to dominate. 

It seems the light of truth and courageous honesty 
has dimmed in the democratic world. Will we see a 
new reformation and a return to the moral leadership 
that the world so desperately needs right now as a 
result of the profoundly disturbing lurch of UNESCO 
that has failed in its educational, scientific and cultural 
responsibilities?

Don’t hold your breath.
Barry Shaw is the Senior Associate for Public 
Diplomacy at the Israel Institute for Strategic Studies.  
He is the author of ‘Fighting Hamas, BDS and Anti-
Semitism.’

Features
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Shimon Peres is rightly 
called the last of a special 
group of Israeli leaders. With 
his death the generation 
nurtured by Israel’s founding 
father David Ben Gurion 
has come to an end. But 
whereas Moshe Dayan, 
Yitzchak Rabin, Yigal Yadin 
and Yigal Allon first found 
fame in the Israeli forces 

before turning to politics, Peres’ role differed. Indeed, 
it was precisely because he was never seen as being 
part of the Israeli military that he seemingly failed at 
the ballot box, only becoming Prime Minister first in 
a rotational arrangement with Yitzchak Shamir in the 
1980s and then as replacement for the slain Yitzchak 
Rabin in November, 1995. He even failed to secure the 
role of President when he stood the first time, ironically 
losing to Moshe Katzav before the latter was found to 
be corrupt and then had to be replaced by Peres!

Shimon Peres was born in Poland and his surname 
was Persky (interestingly, he was a relative of Lauren 
Bacall, whose real surname was also Persky). Soon 
after his arrival in pre-state Israel he was on a trip to 
the Negev and was watching flocks of birds, the like 
of which he had never seen. On being told they were 
called Peres he changed his name to Peres - a bird 
akin to a hawk. That was yet a further irony in his long 
career, for Peres was to become Israel’s leading “dove” 
in later years.

However his early career was certainly not dovish. 
His first appearance on the international stage was in 
the mid 1950s when he acted as the ‘go between’ to 
ensure that Israel received weapons from what was 
then Czechoslovakia, in the period leading up to the 
Sinai Campaign of 1956. Beyond that, Ben Gurion 
appointed him as backroom negotiator both with 
Britain and France during the Sinai/Suez Campaign 
- a campaign that might have ended disastrously 
for Britain and France in that the Suez Canal’s 
international status was lost - but for Israel it was to be 
her second important victory.

Peres’ role as backroom negotiator then seemingly 
took off as he led the development of the secret and, 
so far never officially stated, creation of Israel’s nuclear 
plant. I first heard him speak in 1968 at my university in 

Shimon Peres z’l
by Rabbi Charles Wallach

South Africa, only later realising the reason he was in 
the country.

His rise up the political ladder was accelerated 
following the 1973 Yom Kippur War. As Foreign 
Minister to Prime Minister Yitzchak Rabin, the two 
looked to be a fine team, not least in the wake of 
the Entebbe Raid when Israel rescued the hijacked 
passengers in the famed mission of 1976. However, 
the revelation of the Rabins having a bank account in 
the United States, left over from their ambassadorship 
there, forced Yitzchak Rabin out of leading the Labour 
Party. Ill-prepared and with a strong backlash from 
the Yom Kippur War, Peres as leader lost to Menahem 
Begin, thus commencing the change in Israeli 
politics which has, with one short stint in the 1990s, 
meant that the right wing has really had the upper 
hand there. However, those few years when Rabin 
was again Prime Minister with Peres as his Foreign 
Minister, gave the push for peace. Rabin paid for it 
with his life and Peres lost out to Netanyahu in the 
elections a few months later. 

Assuredly the world will remember Peres as having 
been twice, but briefly, Prime Minister of Israel, 
but in truth his real quality was in the various other 
roles that he played. For, in addition to President, 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, he also served 
as Transport and Finance Ministers and in both 
those roles he made vital contributions to Israel’s 
development.

But it was for his search for peace that he will best 
be remembered - that, and his vision for Israel’s role 
in the Middle East. I heard him speak many times - 
in Israel, in London, even in Brighton, where Leon 
Tamman was enough of a confidante to cajole him to 
come here.

And Peres’ vision and comments were well worth 
listening to: when it seemed that Qatar was loosening 
its former hardline attitude, he spoke of a “Common 
Market of the Middle East”; in South Africa, when 
reflecting on the attempts to make peace with Arafat, 
he said so tellingly - “you had Mandela, we had 
Arafat.” 

Let us hope that his vision and his beliefs will not die 
with him and that truly the peace for which he strove 
will be won.
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Tuesday, 6 December 2016 at 19.45 at the New North 
London Synagogue, 80 East End Road, London,  
N3 2SY. 

Edward Timms, Research Professor at the Centre for 
German-Jewish Studies will deliver an illustrated lecture 
on The Diaries of Anne Frank and Anna Haag as Acts of 
Anti-Nazi Resistance. 

The diary of Anne Frank is rightly recognized as a 
classic. In this lecture it is contrasted with diaries 
secretly written during the Second World War by the 
German democratic feminist Anna Haag. Although 
an outspoken pacifist, she was never arrested by 
the Gestapo, so she was able to record incisive 
impressions of everyday life in the Third Reich: 
reactions to the imposition of the Yellow Star followed 
by the Jewish deportations; critical responses to the 
killing of the disabled at secret ‘medical centres’; 
the execution of ‘radio criminals’, ordinary Germans 
who defied the regime by listening to the BBC; the 
complicity of ‘white collar’ murderers like the judges 
who imposed death sentences for trivial offences; 
and the struggle to survive of Jews in supposedly 
‘privileged’ mixed marriages.

Where Anne Frank’s observations were necessarily 
restricted by what she could see from her window in 
the Secret Annex, the diaries of Anna Haag offer a 
compelling panorama of the catastrophe of National 
Socialism. Having survived the war, she was also 
able to play a leading role in post-war democratic 
reconstruction.

To register for this event: https://evebt,bookitbee.
com/e/veqev or ring 020 8346 8560.

Thursday, 8 December 2016 at 16:00 in Arts A, room 
108 at the University of Sussex. 

The Centre for German-Jewish Studies looks forward to 
hosting Paul Moore at Sussex.  He will deliver a lecture 
on Bild.

Dr Moore is Lecturer in Modern European History 
and Deputy Director of the Stanley Burton Centre for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies at the University of 
Leicester. His research focuses on popular opinion, 
propaganda and the media in modern Germany. His 
book, ‘The View from Outside: The Nazi Concentration 
Camps and the German Public, 1933-1945’ is 
forthcoming from Oxford University Press. In this 
talk, Dr Moore will discuss a new project examining 
Germany’s mass-market, populist Bild newspaper, as a 
political factor in and an important historical source for, 
post-war German history.

The lecture is open to the public. No registration 
necessary.  For more information, please contact Diana 
Franklin by ringing 01273 678771 or 020 8455 4785.

Centre for German-Jewish Studies:  Lecture announcements 
by Brian by Diana Franklin, Center Manager

Jewish Women’s Book Club 
by Penina Efune and Andrea Diskin
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Here’s an opportunity that you’ve been waiting for – to 
enjoy pleasurable reads and gain fascinating insights 
into a wide variety of books of Jewish interest. We 
look forward to expanding our horizons, stimulating 
discussion and creating food for thought.

We started on Thursday 6 October at 7.30 pm at 
Chabad House, 15 Upper Drive, Hove, when we began 
by looking at a wide variety of books and choosing 
our favourites. We aim to meet every 8 weeks. Please 
feel free to email us (mrsefune@hotmail.com) with any 
suggestions or if you would like to host a meeting.

Join the Jewish Women’s Book Club. 
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HHC
Rabbi Vivian Silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com and rabbivcsilverman@gmail.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

The late Hans Albrecht remarked to me some years ago 
that Christmas and Chanukah coincide every 38 years - 
25 December and 25 Kislev begin on the same night of 
the year. He added that the next time it would happen 
would be in 2016. This did not come to me as a complete 
surprise, because I remembered that the year my son was 
born was such a year. The next time this will occur will be 
2054!

November 2nd was the ninety-ninth anniversary of 
the sending of the letter by British Foreign Secretary 
Balfour to the President of the Zionist Federation, Lord 
Rothschild – the Balfour Declaration – “Viewing with favour 
the establishment in Palestine of a home for the Jewish 
People”. It was as a result of that decision, taken by the 
Liberal government of David Lloyd-George, that the State 
of Israel eventually came into existence.

One month later that same year, 1917, during Chanukah, 
the troops of General Allenby defeated the Turks and 
claimed Jerusalem and Palestine for the Allies. Allenby, 

as a mark of respect towards such an historic moment in 
the annals of twentieth century history, rather than ride 
triumphantly into what is now the Old City of Jerusalem, 
decided to walk in with dignity and respect towards a city 
revered by the three Abrahamic faiths. As the psalmist 
remarked, “Enter its gates with thanksgiving”.

The lights of the Chanukiah symbolise freedom of religious 
practice: the struggle against coercion and dominance by 
a power that seeks the obliteration of all differences, (be 
they religious, cultural, ethnic) and conformity to her will 
alone. Judaism has always protested vehemently against 
this, and continues to do so.

This is my final contribution to the SJN. I arrived in Hove 
at Chanukah time, and now take my leave exactly twenty-
one years later. In doing so, I wish SJN and all associated 
with the magazine, including you, its readers, health, 
happiness, peace and contentment in the coming year.

Simchat Chanukah

Chanukah
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

Rabbi V.C. Silverman – A Tribute 
by Stanley Cohen, Chairman of HHC

Rabbi Silverman has the 
distinction of a B.A. (Hons) degree 
in Semitics, The Minister’s diploma 
from Jews College and a Master 
of Philosophy of the University of 
London. But apart from academia, 
Rabbi Silverman is much travelled. 
Born in Liverpool he moved with 
his parents to London and took 
up his first ministerial appointment 
in Beehive Lane, Ilford. He 

married Lynette Mirvis and then was called to minister to 
congregations in South Africa, namely near Johannesburg 
and the Cape and it is in Johannesburg that he obtained 
the ‘Semicha’ from the Bet Din of that city. 

He returned to the U.K. and accepted ministerial 
appointments in London, Chigwell Essex and the Central 
Synagogue in London. Following that he held the 
‘religious’ fort in Dublin in the interregnum between the 
retirement of one Chief Rabbi and the appointment of his 
successor in Eire. 

Rabbi Silverman has been the spiritual leader of Hove 
Hebrew Congregation for twenty-one years taking all 
the services on Friday Evening ‘Erev Shabbat’ and 
Shabbat. He also gives of his remarkable sense of history 
particularly in relation to Talmud Studies and a ‘shiur’ in 
Tractates Sanhedrin. His popular ‘Question and Answer’ 
sessions offered monthly to the congregation on Shabbat 
are deemed by all to be “remarkable”. 

Rabbi Silverman is unique in that he has made his abiding 
interest, the researching of 1st century Judaism. As such 
he was nominated to be the representative of the Brighton 
and Hove Jewish Community on the Council of Christians 
and Jews. He presented at our local Day Limmuds and 
at the Lishmah learning programmes where his sessions 
were always completely full with people eager to listen and 
learn from his extensive and interesting knowledge. 

Change is never easy and in this particular transition 
Rabbi Silverman’s retirement is proving especially difficult 
to absorb by the congregation and indeed the wider 
Jewish community, to which he has engendered a warm 
meaningful relationship. On behalf of us all, I would like to 
express our considerable appreciation for his inspirational 
work as our Rabbi and the extraordinary level of 
knowledge he has imparted with a great sense of humility. 
We wish him continued good health and much happiness 
for the future with Lynette, his children and grandchildren. 

Thank You
The Editorial Board of Sussex Jewish News, on behalf of 

all its readers, contributors and supporters, thanks Rabbi 

Silverman for his interesting and learned articles, which 

he has sent every month, without fail and always on time, 

since his arrival in Hove over twenty years ago.

We hope that he and Lynette have a happy and healthy 

retirement and we wish him and the family well  

in the future.
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BHPS in the 21st Century
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

L’Chayyim Winter Lunch - Wednesday 7 December 

2016 12.00 - 2.00pm

Cost of lunch is £3.50 per person (collected at door – 
please bring correct money)

Please reply (phone or email) by Friday 2 Dec 2016 to 
the BHPS Office:

01273 737223 or email info@bhps-online.org

Open Wednesdays

BHPS is now open every Wednesday from 11 am – 4 
pm for social activities. These include scrabble, chess, 
bridge, exercise classes, computer training, access to 
the library and knitting.

Please bring a packed lunch (vegetarian or permitted 
fish). Hot drinks are available. Ring the office for further 
details if you would like to join us. 

Light Up A Life - Sunday, 11 December, 6 pm 

This year BHPS is hosting the Martlet’s Memorial 
service for bereaved families, including contributions 
from Jewish, Hindu and Christian perspectives.

Our series of Sunday lectures and lunches 

continues.

•   29 January – Sir Anthony Seldon, author, biographer, 
teacher and former headmaster, shares his secrets 
to achieving sustained happiness and discusses his 
book “Beyond Happiness”. 

•   26 February – Sydney Anglo, FBA, Emeritus 
Professor in the History of Ideas, University of 
Swansea – “Great Pianists of the 20th Century”.

Professor Anglo has written many books on early-
modern intellectual history and is now completing 
a history of 20th-century piano playing. His talk will 
explore the difficulties of the subject. The great teacher 
Leschetizky (1830-1915) used to ask prospective 
pupils: “Were you a child prodigy? Are you of Slavic 
descent? Are you a Jew?” How pertinent were these 
questions and have they remained so?”

Lecture Times:

11.30 am  Welcome drink on arrival   

12-1.00 pm  Lecture with questions and answers

1- 3.00 pm    Lunch including wine or a soft drink, 
followed by coffee (vegetarian, 
permitted fish or other special dietary 
requirements)

To order

Tickets cost £20 and must be purchased at least two 
weeks in advance and shown at the door.  

Visit www.bhps-online.org  or ring the office 01273 
737223

BHPS is fully wheelchair accessible.

Events@BHPS

Over the past year, some of the long-standing members of BHPS have 
joined me in reflecting on the history of the synagogue and sharing their 
memories. For this final instalment, I review developments since I began 
working as the rabbi of BHPS on 1 December 2000.

Drawing on the congregation’s well-deserved reputation for warmth 
and hospitality, during the past 16 years the focus has been on enabling 
and celebrating Jewish life in the spirit of our Liberal Jewish values of 
openness and inclusion. There have been some important milestones on 
this journey.

From January 2001, my weekly Access to Hebrew and Exploring Judaism 
classes, open to all, which in more recent years have taken place on 
Shabbat afternoons. From autumn 2001, a variety of approaches on 
succeeding Erev Shabbatot of the month: a shared supper; an oneg with 
speaker; a creative service; and a regular service. That same year: the 
renovation of the library, with its new role as the heart of adult learning. 
From January 2002, the move of the Religion School, later renamed the 
Beit Lameid to Shabbat mornings, to enable the children to participate 
more in the life of the community, including leading what became 
known as the Tikkun Shabbat morning once a month for the whole 
congregation. 

In September 2002, the inauguration of annual ‘Are you Jewish or Jew-
ish?’ events, reaching out to Jews on the margins of Jewish life. From 
September 2003, the reinvigoration of the Kabbalat Torah programme for 
13 to 15-year-olds. In 2004, the establishment of L’Chayyim, a pastoral 
project run by and for members aged 70+. 

That same year, to mark the 40th anniversary of the Czech scrolls that 
survived the Sho’ah coming to Britain, the creation of a calendar of 
activities to celebrate our Czech Scroll. In 2005, the celebration of the 
70th anniversary of the congregation and the establishment of ArtShul, 
an arts-based approach to Jewish experience, including exhibitions – 
most notably in May 2008, a Brighton Festival Open House exhibition. 
Also in 2005: the adoption of Liberal Judaism’s new inclusive policy 
towards lesbian and gay individuals and couples, with same-sex 
weddings from 2006.

In 2007, the first moves towards redevelopment of the synagogue, with 
the production of a CD of Shabbat Songs, which in six months raised 
£3500 towards the accessible toilet fund. Over the next two years, an 
overhaul of the synagogue website to make it more attractive and user-
friendly. In 2010, the 75th anniversary of the synagogue, followed in 2011, 
by the start of the synagogue redevelopment project and launch of BHPS 
on Facebook and Twitter.

The day after Yom Kippur 2011, we moved out of the old building. 
Fortunate to be able to hold our Shabbat and Festival services at Ralli 
Hall, the time it took to plan the new building was well spent. Fifty months 
later, on Shabbat Chanukkah, 12 December 2015, in the year that we 
marked the Shul’s 80th anniversary, BHPS entered a new era as we 
occupied our wonderful, accessible, new building for the first time. The 
innovations continue. During Sukkot, we launched Open Wednesdays, a 
weekly opportunity to socialise and engage in activities from Bridge and 
Chess to Weaving and IT. 

On our first day back at 6 Lansdowne Road, it was appropriate that one of 
our adult members, who had joined the Shul and embarked on a journey 
of Jewish learning just a few years earlier, should celebrate her Bat 
Mitzvah and read from the Sefer Torah for the first time. As we  
look forward to celebrating another Chanukkah, we give thanks for the 
commitment to inclusion that ensures that this synagogue with such a rich 
past can look forward to the future with hope. Chanukkah Samei’ach!
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Heroes
By Rabbi Hershel Rader

Every year, on Armistice Day and at 
services and events connected with 
it, we commemorate those who fell 
in the great wars of the twentieth 
century as well as others who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice for our 
country. We honour those heroes.

People seek to emulate their heroes. 
In a society where athletes are 
heroes; children want to grow up to 
be athletes. When singers and actors 
are heroes; children want to be 
singers and actors. We live in a time 
when, tragically, there are societies 
which honour men of violence 
and terrorists; in those societies 
youngsters aspire to violence and 
terrorism.  

Who should be the heroes for the 
children of our generation?

Bob Dylan, a Nobel laureate and hero 
for many of my generation of youth, 
said ‘I think of a hero as someone 
who understands the degree of 
responsibility that comes with his 
freedom’. 

Who are the heroes we remember 
on Armistice Day? Ordinary young 
men and women. As General Norman 
Schwarzkopf said ‘It doesn’t take 
a hero to order men into battle. It 
takes a hero to be one of those men 
who go into battle’.  We honour the 
‘foot soldiers’; tailors, accountants, 
clerks and shopkeepers. People who 
stepped up and were prepared to 
give ‘their tomorrow for our today’. 
They are the true heroes. 

We have these people in our Shul 
every Shabbat morning. I wonder, 
when the children of our community 
come to Shul and see these frail, 
elderly gentlemen do they regard 
them as heroes? They don’t look 
like David Beckham or Usain Bolt! 
But they were once young and 
strong and carried a gun. When my 
children and grandchildren visit my 
father, who was a sailor in the Royal 
Navy and whose ship was severely 
damaged by a mine on D-Day, do 
they regard him as a hero? I doubt 
very much if they see him in that 
light. 

Chanukah is also a time when we 
remember some of the greatest 

A sumptuous

3 Course Meal 
with Wine
featuring 

Salt Beef & Latkes

On Monday 
26th December 2016 

in the Mark Luck Hall at 
7.00pm

Entrance: just £17.50  

Book by contacting the 
Shul Office on 01273 888 855

 or email: office@bhhc-shul.org 
by Monday 19th December

Brighton and Hove Hebrew Congregation 
invites you to our

c‰qa

heroes of our people. The names are 
famous; Yehudah the Maccabee, his 
father Matisyahu and his four brothers 
– Yochanan, Shimon, Eliezer and 
Yonatan. They fought for the freedom 
to observe their religion; its beliefs and 
observances. Chana and her seven 
sons; who gave their lives for their 
Judaism. Chanukah, which is such a 
joyous festival, is a time to focus on 
those heroes who saved Judaism and 
their legacy to subsequent generations 
of Jews. 

We are a lucky generation. We are not 
called upon to make the great sacrifices 
of our parents and grandparents. But 
we can speak out, no, we must speak 
out and act when we witness intolerable 
oppression and wickedness. For if we 
don’t, how can we be heroes to our 
children?

The above Chanukah insight is  
based on Rabbi Rader’s address  
at the AJEX Memorial Service on  
13 November 2016.
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Can We Criticize Israel?
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

I am often asked whether we Jews are allowed to express 
criticism toward the State of Israel. To reply to such a 
question, I think we should understand the Rabbinic 
concept of tochacha, or reproach. Which is legitimate, 
or even praiseworthy, but under certain conditions. It 
must be effective: we should be certain that the person 
we admonish is receptive to our opinion. It should not be 
harmful. We should not put ourselves in danger when we 
admonish someone. 

So far so good: Israel is a robust democracy, there is 
freedom of speech. It is not dangerous to criticise the 
Israeli government.

Things become difficult when we take into consideration 
another condition of an acceptable tochacha. We can 
admonish other Jews only if we wish for them the same 
benefit as we wish for ourselves. But unfortunately, much 
of the criticism of Israel that is around is not aimed for the 
benefit of the Israelis.

For example, there are critics of Israel who would like to 
replace the Jewish State with a “binational State”. They 
want to turn Israel into a State where Jews are not the 
majority anymore, whose main language is not Hebrew 
anymore, whose official calendar is not anymore the 
Jewish calendar and where the Law of Return is abolished. 
Exactly: that same law which makes it possible for me, for 
you, and for our Jewish children and grandchildren to find 
a place to live if and when (as happened not so long ago) a 
crazy antisemitic or xenophobic leader, God forbid, takes 
power. This is a blatant example of criticism of Israel, which 
is not acceptable as it is not aimed at the benefit of the 
Israelis.

 Moreover, we should be very careful in what we say. Once 
we say something, or we write something, or we post on 
social media, then we don’t own it anymore. 

It may certainly happen - and to be honest I think it has 
already happened - that a Jew criticises in totally good 
faith, say: a specific Israeli policy, or one action or another 
of the Israeli Army. And then the usual anti-semite, eager to 
find moral flaws in the whole Zionist project, finds himself 
with a new weapon in his hands: look, he may say, even 
the Jews themselves disagree with Israel. Therefore it is not 
true that the Jews need a State for their survival. Therefore 
such a State must disappear. Moreover, it betrays the 
ideals of Judaism, and Jewish values etc. How often we 
have heard this old song...

We live unfortunately in times in which the raucous 
minority, who would like to separate Israel from the Jewish 
people, enjoys a disproportionate attention from the media. 
The majority of British Jews certainly do not agree with 
those Jews who want Israel to be weaker, to “end the 
occupation”, to disappear or to turn into a State which is 
not Jewish anymore. But unfortunately those are favoured 
by the media. 

I don’t think it’s wise to provide them with weapons. 
Therefore, I believe, we should be extremely careful of the 
language we use in public, where our words, even if they 
come from a good place, and are an expression of good 
will, may be misunderstood or worse.

Saturday 3rd Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 am
 Ta Sh’ma Discussion Group 13yrs+, 10.30 am

Saturday  10th  Rabbi’s Shiur - Rules & Legends of Chanukah.   
– Open to all, 9.00 am

Sunday  11th Chanukah Maccabiah Games, 10.00 am
 Chanukah Community Tea, 2.30 pm

Friday 16th Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Saturday 17th  Havdala, 4.30 pm

Sunday 18th Stone Setting of Peter Franks z’l, 2.00 pm

Monday 19th Youth Day Event, 10.00 am

Saturday 24th 1st Night Chanukah 
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What’s on: December 2016     
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2016
Sunday 4
 ¢ Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the January 2016 

issue.  Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org

Thursday 8
 ¢ JACS members are invited to the Ralli Hall Lunch & Social 

Club. Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 
 ¢ University of Sussex, Centre for German-Jewish Studies hosts 

Paul Moore’s Lecture on ‘Bild’ at 4.00 pm, Arts A, room 108. 
Free lecture. Contact 01273 678771 

Sunday 11
 ¢ Community Tea at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 2.30 – 4.30 

pm
 ¢ Sussex Jewish Film Club presents Cabaret at Ralli Hall 7.00 

pm for 7.30 pm. Drinks available

Monday 19
 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) with guest speaker 

Godfrey Gould on Hove’s local Jewish personalities at 10.45 
am Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove (£1.50). Tel: 0208 385 
3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk

Saturday 24
 ¢ Giant Menorah Candle Lighting in Palmeira Square 

Thursday 29
 ¢ Worthing & District Jewish Community Chanukah Party present 

Daniel Cainer in concert at the Quaker Meeting House, 
34 Mill Road, Worthing. Contact 01273 678771 or Email: 
barbaraian@uwclub.net 

 ¢ COMMUNITY EVENTS – IMPORTANT REMINDER
 ¢ Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 

info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
For visitors using a satellite navigation system 

JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON  
post code BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, HOVE  
post code BN3 7EF

Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton 

Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919
 ¢ Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.  Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 

484839
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge, 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm �4.00 + £1.00 

transport Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune.  Men only. 8.15 

pm at Chabad House 01273 321919 
 ¢ Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth 

look at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our 
lives. Enjoy herbal teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 
8.00 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd 
Monday of the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 
3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk 

Tuesdays 
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club, 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: 

Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall
 ¢ Painting with Rochelle (JAS), Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 - 4.00 pm. 

Tel: 07811 601106 
 ¢ Chutzpah Choir Yiddish singing in 4 parts with Polina 

Shepherd. 11.00 am – 1.00 pm weekly. For Hove venue contact 
chutzpahchoir@gmail.com or ring Betty on 01273 474795 

 ¢ Israeli Dancing, 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall Tel: Jacky 01273 
688538 

Wednesdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation, afternoon tea at the 

Cavendish Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first 
Wednesday of every month.

Thursdays 
 ¢ Mummy and Me Goes Sensory (0-2 yrs) @ Montessori Nursery 

from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm. Enjoy a stimulating and engaging 
environment, healthy snacks, meaningful discussions and music 
time!

 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly Tel: 
Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 ¢ JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to 
the RHL&SC Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 ¢ Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome 

- 8.15- 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919

Fridays
 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo 

and her guitar 10.00 – 11.30 am AJEX Centre
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation, service on the 4th 

Friday of each month, WVRS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation, Shabbat services at 22 

Susans Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 
07739 082538.

 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 
2.30 – 5.00 pm at CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, 
Eastbourne

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES 

In  Light candles Out Havdalah
Friday 2 3.39 pm Saturday   3 4.53 pm
Friday 9 3.37 pm Saturday 10 4.52 pm
Friday 16 3.37 pm Saturday 17 4.53 pm
Friday 23 3.40 pm  Saturday 24 4.56 pm
Friday 30 3.36 pm Saturday 31 5.02 pm

NOTABLE DATES

Saturday 24 Light 1st Chanukah candle
Sunday 25 1st day Chanukah
Saturday 31 8th day Chanukah


