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Team GB’s successful Summer 
Olympics have given us pause for 
thought.  Would Britain have done 
as well if a full complement of 
Russian athletes had been allowed 
to compete?  Possibly.  The UK 
performed similarly in 2012 when 
the Russians did attend.  But 
there remains a loaded question 
for it deals with the emphasis of 
different nations with, perhaps, 
consequences for the future of 
the Olympics.  

According to various reports the 
UK’s success was attributed to 
the level of government spending 
with funding predicated on which 
sports the UK could most likely 
win a medal.   According to the 
BBC Sport website, for the Rio 
Games the UK government spent 
approximately £280 million on Team 
GB.  

Expenditure on sport remains a 

question of governmental priority.  
Some may wonder what other 
good might have been done to 
British society with that money by 
looking at other spending for a good 
comparison.  For example, defence.  
This year Israel is spending $16 

billion on defence or 5.4% of its 
Gross Domestic Product.  By 
comparison, the UK is spending 
only 2% of GDP on defence. 

What it may mean for future 
Olympics is that funding for sport 
will become more of an issue 
between the haves and the have-
nots.  

By contrast, the Russian team 
was disqualified, tainted by the 
reported state-sponsored doping 
programme.  

The two systems are not that far 
apart.  One offers money in the 
hope of success.  The other offers 
chemicals and is considered 
cheating and unsportsmanlike.  
Maybe like the current Labour 
Party or the EU following a Brexit 
vote: perhaps the future is a split 
with two competitions - the “clean” 
Olympics and the “doped” Games.  
Similarly, Olympic sportsmanship 
may now be defined politically after 
an Egyptian judoka refused to shake 
hands after losing to an Israeli 
competitor.

Regardless of what happened 
leading up to or at the Rio games, 
we hope you enjoyed the Olympics. 

It is a loaded question with, 
perhaps, consequences for the 

future of the Olympics.
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Sussex and the City

Your News
Special Birthdays 
Mazel tov to Sefton Cheskin, Suzanne Collins, Roy Davis, 
Reginald Essex, Stephen Field, Kirsten Hatchwell, Jonathan 
Hyman, Angela Jones, Diane Kammerling, Nettie Nissen (101) 
Liz Posner (85), Jill Richards, Joe Rubin (95), Patricia Starr 
and all who have special birthdays this month.

Achievements
Mazel tov to Adam Pickett on gaining a 1st class Hons de-
gree in Economics from Bristol University.

Wedding Anniversaries
Mazel tov to:

 
wedding anniversary

 
   anniversary

in August.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Joy Barnett z’l (Worthing), 
Elizabeth Caplin z’l and Marie Gumbiner z’l.

Stonesettings
on Sunday 4 September at 1.30 pm at the Jewish  
Cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton

 
consecrated on Sunday 4 September at 2.15 pm at the 
Jewish Cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton

Sunday 4 September at 3.00 pm at the Jewish Cemetery, 
Meadowview, Brighton

on Sunday 18 September at 2.00 pm  at the Jewish  
Cemetery, Old Shoreham Road, Hove

 
consecrated on Sunday 25 September at 2.30 pm  at the 
Jewish Cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton

Thank You 
Barbara Isaacs would like to thank all her very good friends 

and family for their great support and kind wishes after her 

recent operation.

Thank You 
Raymond Felsenstein would like to say thank you for all the 

good wishes and help that he and Linda have received after 

his recent knee operation. He is happy to report that he is 

making good progress.

1766 Israel Samuel - first Jewish resident

I’m delighted to announce that Beverly Barnett is the very well-deserved winner 
of this year’s hotly contested Jewish Care ‘unsung hero’ volunteer award. 
Beverly, who has been volunteering at the Home for over 10 years, sets a 
wonderful example to us all with her positive outlook on life and her desire to give 
back and make a positive difference to the lives of others. Beverly’s very popular 
Jewish Chronical discussion group is the highlight of the week for many, not to 
mention her tireless help with events and outings. 

If you feel inspired by the good work that Beverly and our other wonderful 
volunteers do and you could spare us some time to help volunteer as a regular 
or for a one-off event, please contact Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226. 
We particularly need people who might be able to help push someone in a 
wheelchair outside, or help us with one of our larger excursions, such as a boat 
trip or our recent very enjoyable day out at Middle Farm.

More good news is that, following a thorough two-day inspection of our Home, 
the Care Quality Commission have awarded us a rating of ‘good’ in each and 
every area. Jewish Care and our team at the Home are very proud of this 
achievement. 

Those interested in reading the full Care Quality Commission can do so online at 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/location/1-123781278/reports

Natasha Carson, Manager and Mark Pady, are the Manager and Social Care 
Coordinator at Hyman Fine House.

Hyman Fine House 
by Natasha Carson, Manager and Mark Pady, Social Care Coordinator

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted into hospital, 
please get in touch with info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.
org or telephone 07789 491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be 

contacted to visit.
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Our meeting on 18 August was at the seaside links at 
Littlehampton, one of our favourite courses, which was 
well attended and enjoyed by all. Links golf requires 
different skills from those we use on our home downland 
course at The Dyke, so it is always a challenge to score 
well on a flat and windy course with deep pot bunkers, 
similar to the courses used for The Open Championship.

The Society was very busy in August as we entered 
teams in a senior Jewish golfers’ competition in Dublin, 
the annual “Tri-Nations” match against Jewish Golfing 
Societies in South Wales and Bournemouth, played at a 
course in Berkshire, as well as our annual fixture against 
a team from Coombe Hill Golf Club in Surrey. We enjoyed 
varying degrees of success at these very competitive 

events but we always revel in the competition and acquit 
ourselves well.

September will be another busy month for our intrepid 
golfers. Our next meeting is at Cooden Beach Golf Club 
in Bexhill on 14 September, where we expect a large 
attendance from our 60 members, including seven keen 
lady golfers, and we will be sending teams to play two 
matches against the prestigious Abridge and Dyrham Park 
golf and country clubs.

We are looking for new members to join us, both male and 
female, accomplished golfers or beginners, young or not 
so young. 

For more information please contact our Hon Secretary 
Ashley Woolfe at: ashley@sportscastnet.com

It has been a very busy month with an outing to Rushfields 
Plant Centre, which was a great success. It looks like I will 
have to book another trip very soon.

Our Lunch Club was joined on the 26th July by 10 
members from Tower House Day Centre, which was run 
by Brighton and Hove City Council. Unfortunately, this Day 
Centre was closed down and, after discussions with them 
and our management committee, they will now be joining 
us. We are very pleased to have them with us and they are 
making new friends and enjoying all the activities we have 
to offer. 

David Booker, Philip Simons and Hazel Coppins have 
joined us as our Fundraising Team. They have some new 
ideas and are already hard at work raising funds and 
recruiting people to join our 100 club; we only need 30 
more people to reach the 100.

The Lunch Club has a budding author within its 
membership. Kitty Arscott, who has just had a book 
published, called Dare To Love and we all wish her every 
success with it.

On 24th August we took some members to Hyman Fine 
for a BBQ, which is always enjoyable.

In September we are going away for our 8th visit to 
Eastbourne (where does the time go?), this time for three 
nights and I am sure I will be coming home very tired but 
with a smile on my face.

The first Thursday in the month we have a speaker and 
members of JACS join us for Lunch or afternoon tea.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer

Sussex Jewish Golfing Society
by Richard Simmons
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Jewish Historical Society of 
England - Sussex Branch
Programme for 2016-7
All meetings are held on Tuesdays at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, 
Hove, commencing at 7.45 pm. Lectures are followed by 
questions, discussion and light refreshments. There is no charge 
for members and students, but we must charge only £4 to any 
most welcome visitors.

1 Nov 2016 Dr Jennifer Craig-Norton of Southampton 

University:

Jewish Domestic nurses in the UK 1933-45

29 Nov 2016 Dr Vanessa Freeman of University College, 

London:

The man who never threw anything away: Moses Gaster and his 
world’

31 Jan  2017 Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain of Maidenhead 

Synagogue:

River Jews - the surprising story of Jews along the Thames from 
medieval times till today” 

28 Feb 2017 Dr Rosa Vidal Doval of Queen Mary’s College, 

London:

From Solomon ha-Levi to Pablo de Santa María (c. 1350-1435)

28 Mar 2017 Dr Susan Cohen of Southampton University 

(Honorary Fellow):

Eleanor Rathbone – Rescuing the Refugees

25 Apr 2017 Joseph Citron of University College, London:

Medieval Jewish Mysticism
More information can be obtained from Michael Crook by email 
at amcrook321@gmail.com, or ringing 01273 776539 or Godfrey 
Gould by email at g.gould915@btinternet.com or ringing 01273 
419412

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams 

The new Ralli Hall website is almost up and running and 
should be available for use within the next few weeks. There 
will be further announcements when all is ready to go. The 
web address will be www.rallihall.com and the website will be 
modern, multi-purpose and designed for viewing on laptops, 
tablets and mobile phones.

In creating the new website we are proud to take our place on 
the internet for everyone from across the world to visit and it will 
provide an insight into the history of the organisation and the 
architecture of the historic building, plus an introduction to the 
Ralli Hall Management Team.

An exciting feature of the new website will be the ability for 
website visitors to “take a trip down memory lane” and view 
the Ralli Hall archive and album that will provide a wealth of 
historical and community information and photographs. Perhaps 
you will recognise a place, an event or someone you knew?

We invite those with enjoyable memories, interesting 
photographs and wonderful stories of their time and events at 

Ralli Hall, to submit them to us so that we can share them with 
others and thus illustrate what a vibrant hub of the community 
Ralli Hall has been, is today and will always be for the future.

Our room lets are now filling up well for the autumn and winter 
season and, amongst others, we have two new yoga clients, 
Katy & The Calm and Amelie Desbiens; a pre-school musical 
group called Zoom Zoom and a monthly wine tasting by Bruno 
Girardeau, a local wine expert. We are enjoying a great deal of 
praise from visitors to the building, stating how fresh and re-
invigorated it is now looking, while we regularly receive enquiries 
for simchas, such as bar and bat-mitzvahs and celebrations 
from all different sections of the community.

We can now say how excited Ralli Hall is to be assisting our 
local community by providing top hats with rehearsal and show 
space, props, staging, lights etc., for their production, which will 
take place at Ralli Hall on 26th and 27th November next.

I would like to take this early opportunity to wish all my readers 
“A Happy and Healthy New Year and Well over the Fast”.

In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

One of the many talents of Jessica 
Rosenthal, an executive member of 
Helping Hands, is using her computer in 
innovative ways. She has produced this 
map, which shows the demographics of 
Helping Hands volunteers and clients.

The blue stars show our volunteers and 
the red dots our clients. We plan to use this map to help us 
with our Know My Neighbour scheme, to be launched on 
Mitzvah Day, 27th November 2016.

We thought the readers of SJN would like to see a preview.

Helping Hands

01273 747722
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APPG Against Antisemitism
by Amy Wagner (Head of Research PCAA Foundation)

All-Party Parliamentary Groups 
exist to bring parliamentarians from 
across the political divide together 
to celebrate, take action on or share 
their interest in a particular country or 
on a particular matter - ours focuses 
on antisemitism. 

Since 2005, the APPG Against 
Antisemitism has been chaired by 
John Mann MP. John has established 
some key principles for the group. For 
example, he is keen that non-Jewish 
parliamentarians take a lead because 
in the same way that one would hope 
the Jewish community would be the 
first in line to call out islamophobia 
or other racism, it should not fall to 
the Jews to denounce antisemitism. 
Additionally, he is keen that MPs take 
on issues of antisemitism within their 
own parties and has shown leadership 
in that regard. We rely in the group, on 
parliamentary champions like Peter 
Kyle MP, in order to make progress 
and we pay tribute to him for his 
commitment and support for the 
group. 

The APPG recently arranged for 
a group of some 12 MPs and 
Peers to see Jeremy Corbyn about 
antisemitism in the Labour party and 
we now have the Chakrabarti report. 
We believe that the report contains 
some important elements– particularly 
the banning of the term Zio or use of 
the word Zionist in a pejorative way. It 
is a start.

The APPG Against Antisemitism 
is somewhat unique in that our 
record of securing action against 
antisemitism is a strong one. John 
Mann commissioned the All-
Party Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Antisemitism in 2005 and it reported 
in 2006. The report sought to look at 
what frameworks in law and outside 
of it required improvement, even if the 
UK does have some of the best race 
relations laws in the world.

The report found that our Crown 
Prosecution Service did not have 
sufficient guidance, training for judges 
or support for victims. The CPS, to its 
credit, undertook a thorough review 
and implemented many changes 
including providing funding to the 
Community Security Trust to support 
victims of hate crime. We also saw 
the police disaggregate figures on 

antisemitism from general race hate 
statistics as a result of our work. 
Alongside CSTs figures, the UK now 
has, arguably, the most accurate 
data on antisemitism in the world. 
Importantly, this action caused the 
disaggregation of islamophobia 
statistics too. The root cause for 
action may have been antisemitism 
but the beneficial result was felt 
by all victims of hate crime, which 
is precisely what we want to see. 
Furthermore, we successfully secured 
funding for security at Jewish schools 
and important inter-faith projects in 
schools to break down barriers.

The areas where we found it most 
difficult to achieve action however, 
related to sectors where free 
speech was at the vanguard of their 
approach; specifically, online, in 
universities and relating to elections.

We have however, made progress. 
We found that a main issue for Jewish 
students was hate speakers on 
campus. Together with both the NUS 
and Universities UK, we’ve worked to 
ensure there is appropriate guidance 
and that there are the necessary 
frameworks for students to use. We 
used practical examples of action 
that universities or student’s union 
can take, such as filming a meeting or 
making the speaker sign a contract. 

Online hate is a more troubling and 
ongoing battle. We have met with 
social media platforms and have 
a working group in California with 
the key social media and other 

companies. Whilst improvements 
are being made to reporting systems 
and algorithms, the fight against hate 
online is ongoing and is our major 
priority and challenge. 

In 2013, John Mann commissioned 
a special inquiry into electoral 
conduct to look at misconduct and 
discrimination during elections. 
The resulting report had 30 
recommendations, the vast majority 
of which have been implemented, 
including police training, new 
guidance for councils, action by 
political parties and more. 

The summer of 2014 saw a spike 
in violence in the Middle East along 
with an increase in antisemitism. The 
APPG undertook a second major 
all-party inquiry, which resulted in 
another 35 recommendations to 
police, government and others. Over 
half of these have already resulted 
in action. For example, the APPG 
together with the CST and the Jewish 
Chronicle ran a very successful 
campaign to increase and extend 
security funding by government for 
Jewish schools and institutions. We 
made recommendations, already 
implemented by the CPS, about their 
guidance on social media and the law, 
their sampling processes and publicity 
around successful prosecutions for 
antisemitism. 

Key though, were recommendations 
around discourse. We had found that 
too often people were using classic 
antisemitic tropes– the suggestion 
that Jews are all powerful or have dual 
loyalty, the use of Nazi and Holocaust 
analogies and the separation of 
Jews into categories of ‘good’ or 
‘bad’, depending on their position 
on Israel. We set these things out 
in great depth, so that the political 
leaders and others would have a 
guidebook on what was problematic 
and why. Notably, as seen in the 
Chakrabarti report, we are starting to 
see rules being put in place around 
this discourse. A price as it were, for 
antisemitic abuse.

It took ten years to implement the 
recommendations of the first all-
party report: we want to and are 
confident that we can implement the 
recommendations of the second all-
party report in this parliamentary term.
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We Drove the Impossible
by Claudine Bloom

You may already have heard that 
we are back from the Peking to 
Paris Endurance Rally having done 
extremely well by coming 14th 
overall out of 115 cars, 3rd in class 
and with a Gold Medal. 

The rally was quite amazing and 
challenging in more ways than can 
be described. Mongolia was the 
jewel of the event. The country is 
quite amazing, with vast landscapes 
of flat countryside, as far as the eye 
can see and hardly any roads to 
speak of. Vast numbers of tracks of 
varying material, used by nomads, 
from grassland to shingle to big 
rocks, mud, deep sand and bone 
shaking surfaces for mile upon mile 
and day after day. The population 
is only 1.5 million people in a vast 
area, so mostly an untouched land 
that time forgot. We drove over 
acres of wild camomile, which, 

when crushed under the wheels of 
the car, produced a very intoxicating 
heady scent, which I can still recall.

The contrasts in the landscape were 
breath taking. For instance, for two 

days you were likely to 
have been driving on a 
flat dusty, rough surface 
then you would turn a 
corner and come upon 
an alpine scene with 
trees and rivers and 
mountains.

Quite breath taking and 
astounding, interrupted 
here and there by the 
odd settlement or Gers 
(yurts) all with satellite 
dishes, solar panels and 
youngsters with smart 
phones surrounded 

by herds of camels, goats and 
horses. All children from a young 

age can ride a horse expertly and 
it’s a stunning sight to see. The 
small settlements themselves were 
very basic with wooden shacks in 

individual compounds all with a Ger 
within their boundaries. Fuel was 
plentiful and so cheap at 30p a litre, 
with several fuel stations to chose 
from along the way.

Will it remain like that or will it be 
overrun by tourists in the coming 
years? 

Russia was vast and equally 
amazing; we were welcomed 
there with open arms. We drove 
between 500 and 700 kilometres 
per day on very poor tarmac roads 
and highways with potholes that 
could swallow a double decker! 
The Russians were very friendly 
and even the police would stand 
to attention and salute when we 
passed by and stopped the traffic 
to let us pass. Every city provided 
a civic welcome and send-off. We 
signed so many autographs we felt 
like celebrities.

The cities that stood out as 
worth another longer visit were 
Novosibirsk (capital of Southern 
Siberia), Ekaterinburg and Kazan 
(the capital of The Republic of 
Tartarstan) - a beautiful city quite 
different in culture, with a more 
eastern and even more European 
feel to the others.
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Of course, as soon as we arrived 
in Poland everything was then 
very familiar and recognisable and 
the rally galloped across Europe, 
through Slovakia, Hungary and 
Slovenia, where they have probably 
cornered the market in sunflowers - 
field upon field of them: stunning.

On arriving in Poland I had my first 
cup of tea in 5 weeks, which was 
very welcome indeed.

Weather en route ranged from 
35-degree temperatures to snow, 
sleet, ice, fog and torrential rain 
over the mountain passes of 
Europe. 

The arrival across the 
finish line in Paris was very 
emotional, with family and 
friends there to greet us, 
champagne corks flying and 
flags waving.

The car behaved impeccably 
- of course it was built to 
withstand the punishment 
in Mongolia - and it did 
that admirably. We had no 
breakdowns and only checked 
the tyre pressures once when 
we arrived in Russia. A lot of 
the other cars were not so 
lucky and every night many 
cars had to be fixed overnight 
to help them continue the 
next day. Several cars had to 
be towed to the next village 
or town or sometimes across 
borders, to be fixed and then 
had to catch us up - some 
losing two weeks in the 

process.

Life is slowly getting back to normal 
but what an amazing experience 
it was, with so many memories to 
process in the coming months.

 

Features
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Brighton Jewry 250

Speech given on 14 July 2016 at the Blue Plaque Unveiling
by David Jacobs

As the Chairman 
of the Jewish 
Historical Society 
of England it 
gives me great 
pleasure to join 
you all on this 
special occasion 
for Brighton & 
Hove and the 
wider county of 
Sussex and for 
Anglo-Jewry and 
its history.

The Jewish 
Historical Society 
of England was 
founded in 1893. 
The origins of 
the Society can 
be found in the 
great Anglo-

Jewish Historical Exhibition held in the Albert Hall in 1887. 
The exhibition was considered a landmark in Jewish 
historiography generally as well as in the investigation of 
Jewish ritual art and antiquities. 

Towards the end of 1893, six years after the Exhibition 
and after lengthy deliberations, discussions and debate, 
amongst a number of distinguished members of the 
aspiring Jewish upper middle class, the inaugural meeting 
of the Society took place in London. 

One of the objectives of the Society was the establishment 
of local branches in all the Jewish congregations of the 

Empire. It is the 
extension of the 
programme to 
the Empire or 
at least to the 
provinces that I 
further understand 
must have been 
the subject of 
these weighty 
negotiations.

The journalist, 
historian and 
communal leader, 
Lucien Wolf, 
became the first 
President of the 
Society and in 
his first address, 
he pointed out 
that the meeting 
coincided with the 
anniversary of the 
hearing Cromwell 

accorded Manasseh ben Israel, which led to the Whitehall 
Council of December 1655 and to the subsequent 
readmission of Jews to England, after over 350 years of 
exclusion.

Over the years, the Society has established branches in 
Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds and Liverpool, as well as 
in London and the Home Counties, but not until recently in 
the Brighton & Hove area.

It was in 2002 that a small group of enthusiastic historians, 
to quote Martyn Cooperman, founded the Sussex branch 
of the Society, to hold an annual series of lectures on 
topics of Jewish historical interest, and to research the 
City’s diverse colourful and fascinating Jewish history. The 
founders, interestingly, decided not to be too parochial 
hence the branch took on the name of the County, the 
only provincial society of the JHSE to do such a creative 
thing!

The Sussex branch has carried on the traditions of the 
Society ensuring the highest calibre of speaker, with 
contributions on a wide variety of topics, from October 
to April each year. It is a focal point for enquiries about 
the City’s Jewish past and because of its standing has 
been consulted about matters within its knowledge and 
expertise. The Sussex branch has established for itself 
a recognised role in the City. The branch is fortunate in 
having a motivated and dedicated committee and a loyal 
membership.

So today as we gather at this ceremony to mark 
the 250th anniversary of Brighton Jewry, the Jewish 
Historical Society of England is hugely proud of all of the 
achievements of the Sussex branch, particularly today’s 
very special and unique event in the annals of the society 
and wishes it leadership and all those involved in its 
activities a mazel tov and chazak uvaruch. May you be 
strong and may you be blessed!
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Brighton Jewry 250

Celebration of Brighton Jewry 250
by Doris Levinson

Celebration of Brighton Jewry 250
by the 250th Anniversary Celebrations Team

The sky was blue, the sun was shining, the Brighton & Hove 
Youth Big Band was playing and about 200 people from right 
across the Jewish and non-Jewish community had gathered 
to witness this special celebration. The Civic Procession was 
headed by the Lord Lieutenant of Sussex. He was followed 
by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Brighton and Hove, the 
Blue Plaque committee, the Leader of Brighton & Hove City 
Council, the Leader of the Opposition, the Chairman and 
Board members of the Sussex Branch of the Jewish Historical 
Society, local rabbis and church leaders. All took their place 
behind the podium situated at the junction of Bartholomews 
and East Street. Behind them, on the wall, the blue curtain 
was closed, waiting to be unveiled.

Ivor Caplin, Director of the 250th Anniversary Celebration 
Committee, welcomed everyone and said it was amazing 
that three direct descendants of Israel Samuel, the first 
Jewish resident of Brighton, had been traced and were in 
Brighton especially for this very special occasion. They were 
Mrs Rosemary Totton and her son Joshua, who had come 
from New Zealand, as well as another relative, Dr Jonathan 
Williams, who lives in Hastings.

Ivor introduced the various speakers, who were all delighted 
to be present at this momentous occasion and were effusive 

in their praise and 
recognition of the 
cultural and physical 
influence the Jews 
in Brighton had had 
on the city over 
the decades. They 
included David 
Jacobs, Chairman of 
the Jewish Historical 
Society of England, Gillian Merron, Chief Executive of the 
British Board of Deputies of British Jews and the Lord 
Lieutenant of East Sussex and Brighton & Hove, who then 
unveiled the Blue Plaque to Israel Samuel. The band played 
the National Anthem and Hava Nagila, after which everyone 
was invited to Donatello’s restaurant for coffee, soft drinks 
and kosher biscuits provided by the Jewish community. 
Middle Street Synagogue was open to everyone that 
afternoon and many people took the opportunity to visit it.

The unveiling of this Blue Plaque to Israel Samuel marked an 
outstanding event in the annals of our local Jewish history. 

Last September, with the agreement of the Board of Brighton 
& Hove Hebrew Congregation, which includes Middle Street 
Synagogue, a cross-community team was set up by Martin 
Gilmour to organise a Programme of Events centred on the 
Synagogue and aimed at both the local Jewish Community 
and the general population of the City, as part of the 250th 
Anniversary Celebrations of Brighton and Hove Jewry.

The events were timed to coincide with the start of the 2016 
Brighton Fringe Festival (the second week in May), in order to 
ensure maximum publicity and the highest profile as possible.

The programme of 
events consisted 
of:

Jewish music 
and songs 
presented by the 
London Jewish 
Male Choir, held 
at the historic 
and much loved 
Middle Street 
Synagogue and 
attended by civic 
and parliamentary 
figures.

of historic interest, with an excellent

Synagogue, which was opened in 1874 and in 1892 became 
the first British Synagogue to have electric light.

“Coffee Table” 
Commemorative 
Brochure, 
providing 
details of the 
fascinating 
history of 
a number 
of Jewish 
personalities 
who have made 
a lasting contribution to the city, from Israel Samuel, whose 
“Betrothal Contract” is dated 1767, up to the end of the 
20th Century.

These events resulted in a not inconsiderable profit, all 
of which will go towards the restoration of Middle Street 
Synagogue.

Hundreds of people attended these events and many 
purchased the Commemorative Brochure. There are still 
Brochures available for sale at just £5.00, so anyone who is 
interested in purchasing one is invited to contact the Centre 
Manager at Ralli Hall (Phone No. 01273 202254). A number of 
other events either have taken place, or are due to take place, 
during the year, and we refer you to the most informative 
article by Ivor Caplin in last month’s SJN. 

From the feedback received, many members of the general 
public who took part in the various events came out with a 
more positive view and understanding of our Community 
and history spanning over 4,000 years, and, in particular, the 
substantial contribution made by our local community to the 
City over the last 250 years.
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1918 Brighton Congregation renamed Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation

Reflections On The 250th Celebrations
by Michael Crook

As the summer draws to a close, 
the main celebrations of 250 years 
of a recorded Jewish presence in 
Brighton have now taken place, 
and we can surely take great pride 
in the impact which they have had, 
not only on the Jewish community 
of Brighton and Hove, but on the 
city as a whole, nationally, and even 
internationally.

Starting with a vibrant and 
enjoyable concert in our historic 
Middle Street Synagogue, and 
taking in bus tours of Jewish sites, 
open days at Middle Street, and a 
very well attended special lecture 

by Sharman Kadish at Ralli Hall, 
accompanied by an exhibition of 
work by members of the Jewish 
Arts Society, May saw a significant 
contribution by the Jewish 
community to the Brighton Festival 
Fringe. It is to be hoped that at least 

some of these 
activities will 
be repeated 
in future 
years.

A special 
afternoon of 
talks and an 
exhibition 
of historical 
documents 
at the Keep, 
our still fairly 
new record office for East Sussex, 
Brighton and Hove, and Sussex 
University, took place in June, 

arranged 
jointly by the 
Keep and the 
University’s 
Centre for 
German 
Jewish 
Studies. 
This was a 
fascinating 
opportunity 
to learn about 
the work of 
these two 
organisations, 
and much 
appreciated by 

those who attended.

All four synagogues have held 
special celebratory services this 
summer, in itself a unique situation, 
but the undoubted highlight was the 
unveiling of the Blue Plaque on 14th 
July. The support of the City Council 

for this event, and the participation 
of the Chairman of the Jewish 
Historical Society of England and 
the Chief Executive of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews made 
this a truly memorable occasion, 
as did the presence of three direct 
descendants of Israel Samuel, two 
from as far away as New Zealand. 
The Blue Plaque, together with the 
Anthology of Brighton and Hove 
Jewry, produced by the Sussex 
branch of the JHSE, will serve as 
permanent reminders of these 
historic events.

They have demonstrated not only 
the important role that the Jewish 
community in Brighton and Hove 
has played over the years, and 
continues to play today, but also 
that we should perhaps be more 
willing to remind ourselves and the 
wider community of our essential 
Jewish values and ideals. These 
have endured over the centuries, 
and if anything, remain more 
important today than they have 
ever been. Examination of historic 
documents relating to the marriages 
of Israel Samuel and one of his 
sons reminds us that, despite the 
enormous changes there have been 
in the world since 1766, the ways in 
which our community treats both its 
own members and its fellow citizens 
remain vital to a civilised society, 
and that Jews of all religious 
affiliations and none can still make a 
difference through our attitudes and 
actions, as the Jewish community 
of Brighton and Hove has done for 
at least 250 years.
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The Forgotten Hebrew Congregation of Hastings & St Leonards - Part Two
by Michael Jolles

I previously mentioned some early 
Jewish residents in Hastings & St 
Leonards, but visitors are also of 
interest. Early visitors include the 
novelist Grace Aguilar, who, as a 
delicate child, came in about 1820, 
for health reasons: she collected 
shells here. Following her father’s 
death in 1848, Sarah, Disraeli’s 
sister, stayed briefly at or near 
Hastings. 
Many came for a change of air and 
to convalesce: Chief Rabbi Adler 
was one in 1877. Some eminent 
visitors or residents who spent 
their final days or died in the town 
included: Jeanette Salomons, who 
died in 1867, the wife of Alderman 
David Salomons, the first Jewish 
Lord Mayor of London; Johann 
Loewenthal (1876) was a chess 
champion, indeed, a considerable 
proportion of champions at 
Hastings’ international chess 
tournaments were Jewish; Edward 
Jessel (1883), brother of Sir George 
Jessel, Master of the Rolls and 
the first Jew in England to hold 
ministerial office; Flora Goldsmid 
(1904), daughter of Frederick 
Goldsmid, MP; novelist Friederica 
Rott (1909), daughter of the noted 
scholar Rabbi Samson Raphael 
Hirsch; Miriam Levy Bensusan 
(1926) of 49 Marina Street, widow 
of a feather merchant and mother-
in-law of artist Lucien Pissarro. The 
earliest death of a Jew in Hastings, 
so far detected, was that of tobacco 
merchant Nathaniel Jonas, a 
Londoner, who died at 32 Eversfield 
Place, St Leonards, on 5 November 
1861. Jane Jones, born in King’s 
Lynn in 1803, died in 1863 at 
Hastings; her father, Aaron Jones, 
was born in North Carolina in 1768. 
The Second Congregation (1920s 
and 1930s)
From the end of the nineteenth 
century there had been a 
continuous presence of Jewish 
families resident in Hastings, at 
times possibly dozens of them. In 
1921, a “Hastings, St Leonards, 
and Bexhill Congregation” 
was announced, with services 

being held at Criterion House, 2 
Robertson-terrace, Hastings - the 
address of Mrs Kornbloom – and 
conducted by Rev. I. Young. He 
was followed by Rev. Morris, who 
was a keen JNF supporter and 
then in 1927 by Rev. Myer Wolfson 
(sometime at Aberdeen and 
Liverpool), and in 1928 by Hastings’ 
last minister, H. Goldberg, from 
Liverpool. A ladies guild was formed 
at 1a, Carlisle Parade in November 
1929. This congregation’s main 
officers included H. Bielefeld, A. 
Gordon, J. Michelson, L. Morris, 
S. Myers, J. Rais, J. Rundbaken, 
M. Schrutski, M. Stern and S. 
Teacher. As far as I know, there are 
no known extant minute books or 
any other historical legacy from this 
congregation.
Post-War Congregation
During the 1950s and 1960s, Jews 
visiting Hastings stayed at hotels 
or participated in summer school 
outings, camps, and various club 
activities. In September 1974, Rev. 
Malcolm Weisman launched a new 
Jewish community in the Hastings, 
Bexhill and Battle areas of Sussex: 
the Hastings and District Jewish 
Society. The society continues to 
this day, holding services at Bexhill, 
which have been conducted by 
Bruce Eton and Brian Linke. The 
earliest grave (of about 24 graves) 
in the Jewish section (‘NA’) of the 
cemetery at The Ridge, Hastings, 
dates from 1975.
Outside the community, four 
unsuccessful Jewish parliamentary 
contestants have stood for the 
Hastings constituency since 1945: 
Lewis Gassman; Hastings-born 
Lewis Coleman Cohen, later Mayor 
of Brighton and a life peer; Bernard 
Kissen; and Monroe Palmer, later 
a life peer. Of all the towns in the 
realm, it was Hastings that in 1934 
conferred upon Rufus Isaacs the 
freedom of the borough; a politician 
and brilliant lawyer, he was, in 1931, 
briefly foreign secretary, and, as 
the Marquess of Reading, he was 
elevated to the highest level of 
peerage of any Jew in the British 

Empire. He was also Viceroy of 
India, a post not envisaged by 
William the Conqueror, Duke of 
Normandy, who brought Jews from 
France into England in the very first 
place. 
Continuous Presence Of A Jewry 
For Over 150 Years
This particular town’s Jewry is 
characterised by fleeting visits, by 
residency which was mainly short-
term, and by connections either 
transitory or sustained, especially 
with south coastal towns such as 
Bexhill, Eastbourne and Brighton/
Hove, although there had been 
earlier connections with Kent 
Jewries. It is thus difficult to trace 
any significant intergenerational 
lineage or cohesion, or any 
continuous geographical focus, 
such as a synagogue, which would 
serve to anchor the narrative. 
Although there have been gaps 
between successive formal 
congregations, there has been a 
continuous presence of Jewry. 
Vestiges of early Hastings Jewry 
are few. Whilst the drinking fountain 
opposite the former St Leonards 
pier, presented by James Castello in 
1908 in memory of his late wife, is 
not extant, several Jewish boarding 
houses and residences are extant 
(subject to verification of house 
numbering). Maybe a blue plaque 
or two would be suitable at Warrior 
Square (Abrahams), Robertson 
Terrace, Wellington Square or 
Magdalen Road (Hyamson) or, of 
course, at Beaufort House (Bender).
This brief outline clearly 
demonstrates that Hastings & St 
Leonards Jewry has maintained a 
continuous presence of over 150 
years. For just over half that period 
there is newspaper documentation 
of some communal place of 
worship, even though no formal 
synagogue was built. There is now 
every justification for counting 
Hastings & St Leonards as a 
member of the family of historical 
Anglo-Jewish communities.
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The Towner Gallery in Eastbourne is hosting a beautiful 
exhibition of some works by David Bomberg until 
September 11. This highlights an under-rated twentieth 
century Jewish artist.

David Bomberg was born in Birmingham on December 5, 
1890. He was the seventh of eleven children of a Polish-
Jewish immigrant leatherworker, Abraham, and his 
wife Rebecca. The father was Orthodox but the mother 
was less so and supported David’s painting ambitions. 
In 1895 his family moved to Whitechapel in the East 
End of London, where he was to spend the rest of his 
childhood.

He studied art at the City and Guilds 
before returning to Birmingham to 
train as a lithographer. This training 
shows through in some of the works 
in the exhibition. From 1908 until 
1910 he studied at the Westminster 
School of Art under Walter Sickert. 
This period influenced Bomberg in his 
representation of urban life. Bomberg 
struggled financially at this time, but 
in 1911, with the help of John Singer 
Sargent and the Jewish Education Aid 
Society, he managed to get a place at 
the Slade School of Art.

He was one of the group of Anglo-
Jewish writers and artists, such as 
Mark Gertler and Isaac Rosenberg, 
now known as the Whitechapel Boys, and was a 
talented but rebellious young man. He would not follow 
conventional forms of painting, being enthused by 
Futurism, Fauvism and other forms of the avant-garde. 
His audacious approach led to him being expelled from 
the Slade School in 1913. In that year he travelled to 
France with Jacob Epstein, where he came into contact 
with Modigliani, Derain and Picasso.

Bomberg had a successful exhibition at the Chenil 
Gallery, but continued to have financial problems. In 
1915 he enlisted in the Royal Engineers, transferring in 
1916 to the King’s Royal Rifle Corps, and in March of 
that year, shortly after marrying his first wife, was sent 
to the Western Front. He fought at the Somme and his 
experiences influenced his painting until the end of his 
life.

In the 1920s he concentrated on portraits and 
landscapes, travelling to paint and draw in Palestine 
between 1923 and 1927, with the assistance of the 
Zionist Organization. There are some beautiful examples 
in the Towner exhibition, including ‘Mount Zion with the 
church of Jerusalem’ (1923), ‘ Outside the Damascus 
Gate, Jerusalem’ (1923), ‘Jerusalem looking to Mount 

Scopus’ (1925) and ‘Palestine: The south-east corner, 
Jerusalem’(1926). His use of the Jerusalem light is 
so evocative and shows the influence of Turner and 
Constable on his painting. In addition to these, there are 
four excellent depictions of Petra.

Bomberg’s great period of painting and drawing 
landscapes followed. He spent time in Spain in the early 
1930s, where he painted striking pictures of Aturias, 
Toledo and especially Ronda. Many of his Ronda 
paintings are displayed here. These include his final 
landscape ‘Tajo and Rocks, Ronda’ (1956-7).

In World War II he painted ‘Evening in 
the City of London’ (1944), also in the 
exhibition, showing the blitzed city with 
the surviving St Paul’s Cathedral on the 
horizon. After the Second World War 
he taught at Borough Polytechnic (now 
London South Bank University) in London. 
Among his pupils were Frank Auerbach 
and Leon Kossoff. David Bomberg House, 
one of the student halls of residences at 
South Bank University, is named after him. 
This period is illustrated by paintings of 
Cyprus, Cornwall and Devon.

Apart from his landscapes, Bomberg drew 
a lifelong series of portraits. In 1913, he 
won the Henry Tonks Prize for his pencil 
portrait of his friend, the poet Isaac 
Rosenberg. A self-portrait, executed in 

1932, opens this exhibition. His ‘Last Self-Portrait’ was 
painted at Ronda in 1956. Bomberg collapsed in Ronda 
and died in London in 1957. He had had to live for years 
on the earnings of his second wife, artist Lilian Holt, with 
help from his sister Kitty. He died in abject poverty.

After his death, his work was much more appreciated, 
as is often the way. In 1988, a major retrospective of 
Bomberg’s work was held at the Tate Gallery, London. 
Other major exhibitions followed. In 2012, the South 
Bank University opened the Borough Road Gallery, 
More than 150 paintings and drawings by Bomberg and 
others, collected by Sarah Rose, were donated to the 
Gallery.

The Towner exhibition, with loans from the Tate, Ben 
Uri Gallery and Southampton City Art Gallery, as well as 
from private collections, includes the 2014 BBC4 film of 
Bomberg’s work explained by Andrew Graham-Dixon. 
You come away with a flavour of the man and his times. 
It certainly gives you a sense of place and illustrates 
David Bomberg’s own definition of his painting: “A tone 
of day or night and the monument to a memorable hour. 
It is structures in textures of colour.”

David Bomberg: A Sense of Place 
Review by Gillian Rich
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01273 311077
Belvoir.co.uk/brightonandhove

MARTIN GROSS 
Funeral Director and
Funeral Consultant

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771

Fifty years ago England had its proudest 
football moment when skipper Bobby 
Moore lifted the FIFA World Cup trophy. 
There has recently been a series of 
events and activities co-ordinated by the 

Football Association marking this 50th anniversary and the 
achievement of the players who won it. 

The Sussex Jewish Film Club will add to the anniversary 
events by showing the film ‘SIXTY SIX’, on Sunday 17th 
September, at Ralli Hall (81 Denmark Villas, BN3 3TH). It’s 
a comedy, made ten years ago but set in the summer of 
1966 when England was swept by World Cup fever. Bernie 
Reubens aged 12 is also excited but for a different reason, 
as he’s looking forward to his Bar Mitzvah. 

However, the 
World Cup 
Final has been 
scheduled 
for the very 
day of his 
Bar Mitzvah, 
leading to 
a potential 
disaster. This 
is the film 
director’s 
semi-
autobiographical story of his own Bar Mitzvah and is a 
combination of drama and comedy. There’s also lots of 
observational comedy about what it was like to live in 
London in the 1960s. Helena Bonham-Carter stars as 
Bernie’s mother Esther.

So we hope to see you at Ralli Hall on 17th September.  
Doors open at 7.00 pm with the film at 7.30 pm. All 
welcome!

The Chutzpah Choir is now firmly re-established on the 
local scene, learning Yiddish songs in four parts under 
the inspiring direction of Polina Shepherd. The weekly 
sessions are currently held in members’ houses on 
Tuesday mornings in Hove.

And now the Choir is starting to perform!

On Sunday 4th September they will be joining with the 
London Yiddish Choir to sing at the Jewish Museum 
in London, at an event for all the family.  ‘Yiddish Story 
and Song’ is from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm to celebrate the 
European Day of Jewish Culture. The two choirs will be 
singing from 12.15 pm to 1.00 pm. More information is 
available at http://www.jewishmuseum.org.uk/whats-
on?item=738

Then on Sunday 11th September the two choirs will 
perform at the annual ‘Klezmer in the Park’ at Regents 

Park Bandstand. There will be entertainment, 12.15 pm 
to 6.00 pm organised by the Jewish Music Institute and 
compered by Max Reinhardt. It’s all completely free, so 
why not come to London for the day, bring a picnic, bring 
the family, enjoy some excellent bands, all different, have 
a bop Jewish style, and support the two Yiddish choirs at 
3pm! The nearest tube station is Baker Street (not Regents 
Park). For more information visit https://www.jmi.org.uk/
event/klezmerinthepark2016/

On 7th October, and closer to home, the Chutzpah Choir 
will also be performing a set at an evening called ‘Spiel’ at 
the Brunswick pub on Holland Road. More can be found 
at http://www.thebrunswick.net/2016/04/spiel-friday-7th-
oct-2016/

If you might be interested in joining the choir or would like 
to know more, contact us as: chutzpahchoir@gmail.com 
or telephone Betty on 01273 474795.

When England won the World Cup

Chutzpah Choir Starts To Perform

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House  

01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board  

07952 479111 or 
info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org

•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  
bahjha@googlemail.com

•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/
L’chaim project 01273 737223

•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   
(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343

•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  
Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

Things Aren’t That Simple
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

If only things were that simple. This is my reaction to the 
horrendous carnage and terrorist attacks that we hear of 
these days, especially in France and in Germany.

If only things were that simple. We are told that 
radicalisation happens in isolation, that the murderers 
are alienated, frustrated; that they are actually not real 
Muslims, because Islam is a religion of peace. Therefore, 
some fanatic must have twisted the teachings of such 
a religion of peace; these Muslim men must have been 
brainwashed by some evil mind, aiming to exploit their 
feelings of alienation. And we have to work hard against 
this feeling of alienation. We must build an inclusive 
society, so that the Muslim newcomers to Europe will feel 
part of the same society we are part of, and will not listen 
to the twisted teachings of the extremists. 

To which I reply: if only things were that simple. 

The more we know about the background of Islamic 
terrorists, the more we see that this sociological 
explanation does not hold water. Many of the Muslim 
extremists who have joined ISIS came from very wealthy 
backgrounds: before turning to radicalism they were 
DJs, personal trainers, doctors, engineers: certainly not 
alienated young men. 

And there is another explanation that we hear nowadays. 
Every time news of Islamic extremism reaches us, we 
are lectured about the horrors of colonialism, to which 
Islamism is allegedly only a reaction. A reaction to the 
Gulf Wars, a reaction to the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, a 
reaction to - guess what - the occupation of Palestine etc. 
All the violence that we, the guilty Westerners, infer to the 
Arab population since the War in Iraq, or maybe the First 
World War (the Balfour Declaration...), or who knows, the 
end of the Ottoman Empire, or even the Crusades. 

And, here, too, my answer is: if only things were that 
simple. 

Because, you know what? I would really like to live in the 
world where these academics, and these commentators, 
are living. I would love to trust these commentators and 
academics, who lecture about the need for inclusion, and 
colonial guilt and if only we would give up the war and of 
course, if only we Jews left Palestine, (or accept becoming 
second class citizens, under some form of Islamic rule), 
then Muslim terrorism will disappear, and we will all live in 
safety and peace in Europe and in the United Kingdom.

I would really love to share the faith in this belief. But I 
cannot. 

I cannot, because I am Jewish. Not that our religion 
ignores violence. On the contrary, the Torah, the Bible is 
full of religious violence. But Judaism does not approve of 
it. And we see it clearly in the story of Pinchas, which we 
read a few weeks ago. This was the story of a man who 
killed a couple for their immorality. In the Torah Scroll the 
letter yud in Pinchas’s name is written smaller than the 
other letters. That is because, when we commit violence, 
the yud in us diminishes. The yud is the first letter of the 
Name of God, and the first letter of the word Yehudi, 
Jew. Even if religiously motivated, violence makes us less 
human, less Jewish, and less connected to God.

This is the teaching of Jewish Tradition. This is where we 
come from. Our Tradition is familiar with religious violence, 
but it does not approve of religious violence. We expect 
everybody, including our fellow Muslim citizens, to do the 
same.

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Aufruf of Suzanne Cooke and James Anderson 
followed by Kiddush, 10.30 am

Open Morning for Gan (new nursery cheder 
class), 10.00 am

Stone setting of Carmela Rayner z’l, 11.00 am

Book Club - Ridley Road by Jo Bloom, 9.15 am 
Shabbat service followed by special kiddush for 
Harry Atkins, 10.30 am

Cheder New Term begins, 10.00 am

Rabbi’s Shiur - Pirke Avot, 9.00 am 
Shabbat Doroteinu, 10.30 am

Stone Setting of Ruth Josman z’l, 2.00 pm

Shoot the Rabbi Q&A, 10.30 am

Community Tea, 2.30 pm 

Bulletin Board – September 2016
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Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The Hertz Siddur
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

This year is the seventieth anniversary of the 
publication of the one volume edition of the Siddur 
that bears the name of Chief Rabbi J. H. Hertz. Unlike 
the Chumash, of which he was Editor in Chief, the 
annotations in the Siddur are entirely his own labour.
Captain Samuel Hertz wrote in a note to his father’s 
edition that “The Chief Rabbi ….was not spared to 
see the completion of this one volume edition of his 
prayer book. He had, however, carried out all the proof 
corrections until p.1064, “Confession on a Death-bed” 
which happened to be the last page he corrected; 
closing there his great Jewish leadership.”
There was already an English annotated edition to the 
Singer’s Siddur, composed by Simeon Singer’s son-
in-law, Israel Abrahams, first published in 1914. Unlike 
the Hertz Siddur, it did not have the Hebrew text. The 
Chief Rabbi’s edition had notes beneath the Hebrew on 
every page, together with short essays on the Shema, 
Kaddish, Prayer and Synagogue. It can be used for 
regular davening, just like the Hertz Chumash is used 
by the congregation during the reading of the Torah.

The notes on the six chapters of the Pirkei Avot cover 
over one hundred pages, and explain so clearly the 
religious philosophy of great rabbis and scholars from 
the third century BCE to the third century CE.
There was a time when the Hertz Siddur and Chumash 
were readily available in all good Jewish bookshops 
and they were often given as bar mitzvah presents and 
prizes at school and cheder. Sadly, the Siddur seems to 
be unobtainable.
The Chief Rabbi’s son ended his note with the words 
“It is hoped that this work … will enable the prayers of 
its distinguished author to be fulfilled, that his labours 
… lead to a deepening devotion in the tents (homes) 
and the sanctuaries (synagogues) of Israel in English-
speaking lands.”
Joseph Hermann Hertz was Chief Rabbi of Britain 
and the British Empire from 1913-1946. He passed 
away, aged seventy-three, on 14 January 1946. ‘Zeiher 
Tsaddik Livraha’ – may his memory be a perpetual 
blessing.

 
 

 

Rosh Chodesh Ellul 
Stonesettings of Arnold Bloom (1.30 pm) 
and Stella Beckerman (2.15 pm)

Talmud Shiur, 11.00 am

Ladies Discussion Circle, 10.30 am 
Talmud Shiur, 11.30 am

Selichot at West Hove

July  Diary
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The Leadership of BHPS II
Remembering The Lay Readers: Zichronam Livrachah – May their Memory be for Blessing
by Harry Atkins, Emeritus Vice President 

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

 

Archibald Michael Fay, 10th 
December 1889 - 23rd April 
1962
In 1944 Archie was inducted 
as part-time lay minister by 
Rabbi Israel Mattuck and 
was inducted as full time 
minister in 1950, again by 
Rabbi Mattuck. Archie was 
a father figure for me. In 
my early teenage years I 
was uncertain of my future. 
Archie inspired me to attend 
Shabbat Services on a 
regular basis and officiated 
at my Bar Mitzvah and my 
Confirmation. I was recalled 
home whilst serving a 3 Year 
RAF Apprenticeship as my 
Father had suffered a major 
heart attack. Archie was 

there for us all as a family; my father did not survive the attack, 
Zichrono livrachah. Archie and Elizabeth helped me to learn the 
Kaddish sitting in their flat in Palmeira Square, as an 18 year old 
trying to come to terms with my Father’s death. I will always be 
thankful to Archie and Elizabeth for being there for my family and 
the congregation.

Aubrey Milstein, 30th October 1921 - 25th July 2008
After returning from Israel, Aubrey and his wife Yetta moved to 
Hove in 1976 and joined the synagogue. Aubrey served as a 
Lay Reader, Treasurer, Chair from 1987-1990, President from 

1991-2004 and Emeritus Vice President from 2005. He was also 
Chair of the Rites and Practices Committee. For me, Aubrey was 
my mentor when I offered my services as a Lay Reader. Audrey’s 
help and guidance have inspired me to this day and I shall forever 
be in his debt.

Nathan Ivor Miskin 15th March 1939 - 21st March 2011
Ivor and Francine joined the ‘Liberal’ Synagogue before it 
became BHPS. A lay reader and having served as Chair, Ivor 
became President, supporting his fellow lay leaders, giving 
support and wise counsel. He also became co-chair of the 
Sussex Jewish Representative Council and a member of the 
Sussex Jewish News editorial team. Ivor was more than a friend; 
he and Francine became friends in need when my first marriage 
failed. They gave me absolute support and comfort at a time 
when I was trying to come to terms with a difficult situation. 

Derek Jay, 29th July 1921- 6th February 2012
Founder members of the synagogue’s famous ‘Youth Group’ 
back in the 1950s, Jean and Derek were married by Archie 
Fay. Derek served on the Council became Chairman and then 
President. He was later made Emeritus President in recognition 
of his commitment to the congregation and his immense 
contribution. To me, as a new council member Derek’s support 
was invaluable. His guidance throughout those early meetings 
helped me; I respected his wise words and learnt from his 
experience and will always feel deeply thankful to him. 

Sundays With A Difference!
Three Stimulating Lectures together with a Delicious Lunch
This autumn, Brighton and Hove Progressive Synagogue is 
hosting three exciting and inspiring lectures by experts in their 
fields, followed by lunch. Each lecture and lunch is £20 per 
person or alternatively book all three now and receive a 10% 
discount - £54.00.

Sunday 25 September 2016

Shakespeare and the Jews

Dr. Aviva Dautch: Literary Scholar and Poet.
On the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death, literary scholar 
and poet, Dr Aviva Dautch, explores the bard’s complicated 
relationship with the Jews, both in the historical context of the 
Renaissance and today.  She asks “Why did he write about 
Venetian Jews and how are we meant to read Shylock in The 
Merchant of Venice?”

Sunday 6 November 2016

Changing the News for Good

Mr Sean Dagan Wood: Editor in Chief of Positive News.
The Editor-in-Chief of Positive News, Sean Dagan Wood, explains 
how a ground-breaking crowd funding campaign converted 
his publication into a co-operative owned by its readers and 
journalists in 33 countries. Sean will highlight how the media can 

change the news for good by reporting today’s challenges with a 
focus on progress and possibility.

Sunday 4 December 2016
My Year in Velvet

Mr Christopher Gebbie OBE: Deputy Lieutenant East Sussex. 
High Sheriff for the year 2014/15
Chris Gebbie, the former High Sheriff of Sussex, entertainingly 
describes the origins of Shrievalty - the oldest office under 
the crown - as well as the arcane process of appointment, the 
relationship the lieutenancy and the relevance of High Sheriffs in 
today’s world. Chris includes snatches of his 2014/2015 diary of 
experiences wearing velvet.

Time

11.30 am      Welcome drink on arrival   
12-1.00pm   Lecture with questions and answers
1-3.00 pm    Lunch including wine or a soft drink, followed 
by coffee (vegetarian, permitted fish or other special dietary 
requirements)

Tickets
Tickets may be purchased by visiting www.bhps-online.org or by 
ringing the office 01273 737223. Tickets must be purchased at 
least two weeks in advance and shown at the door. BHPS is fully 
wheelchair accessible.

Events@BHPS

2004 Middle Street closed for regular services

High Holy Day Tickets
High Holyday services will be conducted in the synagogue at 6 
Lansdowne Road, Hove. Tickets for non-members are available 

from the synagogue office at a cost of £50. This will be refunded if 
joining the synagogue as a member in the three months following 

the festivals. There will be no charge for students, but please 
contact the office for tickets for security purposes.
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Shechitah
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 

The Laws of Kashrut, many of which are repeated in the 
Sidrah Re’eh the first Sidra read this September, are central 
to the Jewish way of life. The Jewish people today are facing 
many challenges. One of these concerns Shechitah, the ritual 
slaughter of fowls, lambs and beef so that Jews are permitted 
to eat the meat. A number of groups are applying pressure in 
an attempt to ban Shechitah, or to impose government laws 
which would prevent it from being carried out effectively. Why 
is it important to protect our right to perform Shechitah?

In practical terms, Shechitah is virtually painless for the 
animal. The special Shechitah knife is honed razor sharp: 
if it sliced a person’s finger he would not feel it. The act 
of Shechitah generally cuts the carotid arteries, causing 
immediate cessation of the blood supply to the brain. This is 
an effective, swift and pain-free stunning procedure. Many 
contrast this with the fixed bolt form of stunning used in non-
kosher slaughter which anti-meat-eating groups describe in 
very negative terms.

In terms of life in modern society, there is another issue: 
religious tolerance. We live in a pluralist society where 
freedom for religious practice can be claimed so long as it 
does no harm to other human beings. In the 21st century, we 
can claim acceptance of Shechitah as a human right. Further, 
attacks on Shechitah are often a disguised form of anti-
Semitism: during World War II, Shechitah was banned in all 
countries under Nazi control.

Then there is the spiritual question. The Torah commands the 
Jew to use the method of Shechitah in order to eat meat.

The Torah does not regard meat-eating as something to 
be taken for granted. Before Noah, human beings were not 
permitted to eat meat. Then, in a law given by G-d to Noah 
after the Flood, meat eating became permitted as long as the 
animal is slaughtered first. We generally understand this law, 
applying to all humanity, as demanding avoidance of wanton 
cruelty to animals.

For the Jew, of course, there are further restrictions. Since 
we are a people, with a special spiritual task in the world, 
additional rules apply to us. Only kosher animals (kosher 
means fit, suitable) may be eaten. The rules for kosher 
animals, birds and fish are given in the Torah. If the animal 
is unhealthy, again it is forbidden. The word Treif (which is 
used colloquially for non-kosher foods) literally means torn; 
an animal which has been torn internally and is ill may not be 
eaten by a Jew. The Torah also tells us that blood may not be 
eaten and meat and milk must be kept separate.

There is more. For the Jewish people in the time of Moses, 
meat could only be eaten when it was part of a sacrifice 
brought to the Sanctuary. In a sense, the meat was 
considered sacred. Then, shortly before entering the Land of 
Israel, the Jewish people were told that they could eat meat, 
but only if they slaughter it in a special way. This method was 
revealed to Moses at Sinai. It was the mode of slaughter used 
in the Sanctuary and Temple, and it is still used by the Jewish 
slaughterer (Shochet) today.

All food, including plants and animals, has within it a spiritual 
life-force. Chassidic teachings tell us that when a Jew eats 
permitted food and serves G-d with the energy it gives him or 
her, a crucial spiritual cycle is completed, helping to perfect 
the universe. This is our global task. The detailed laws and 
practice of Shechitah help us to carry it out, for the ultimate 
benefit of all humanity.

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader

Our annual BBQ will take place on  
July 10th 2016 

at 12.15pm.
Don’t miss out on the popular event!

2016 250th anniversary

Join us for the Yomim Noraim 
Erev Rosh Hashanah - Sunday 2nd October
Selichot 7.45am, Shacharit 8.30am
Candle lighting 6.18pm
Mincha/Maariv 6.15pm

1st Day Rosh Hashanah – Monday 3rd October
Morning Service 8.15am
Torah Reading 10.00am, Shofar 10.45am
Musaf 11.00am, Sermon 12.30pm
Mincha 5.40pm
Tashlich meet at Shul 5.55pm
Maariv 6.40pm
Light Candles after 7.22pm

2nd Day Rosh Hashanah – Tuesday 4th October
Morning Service 8.15am 
Torah Reading 10.00am, Shofar 10.45am
Musaf 11.00am, Sermon 12.30pm
Mincha 6.10pm
Maariv and Yom Tov Ends 7.20pm
Shabbat Shuva - Friday 7th October
Candle Lighting 6.07pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat 6.05pm

Shabbat 8th October
Shacharit 9.15
Shabbat Shuva Drasha 5.05pm
Mincha 5.50pm
Maariv & Shabbat Ends 7.11pm 

Erev Yom Kippur – Tuesday 11th October
Selichot & Shacharit 7.00am
Mincha 2.00pm 
Candle Lighting & Fast Commences 5.58pm
Kol Nidre Service 5.55pm

Yom Kippur – Wednesday 12th October
Morning Service 9.30am, Torah Reading 11.30am
Yizkor 12.15pm 
Sermon 12.30pm
Musaf 12.50pm
Mincha 4.00pm
Neilah 5.45pm
Fast Ends 7.03pm

MAZEL TOV TO:
Alan Lee - Chatan Torah 

Mike Flashman - Chatan Bereshit 
Sandra Barnett and Perla Rader –  

Women of the Year
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What’s on: September 2016     
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER  
      Thursday 1
 ¢ JACS is invited to join the Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club with 

guest speakers Margaret and Mark on A Different View of 
Israel at  Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove. Tel: Jacqueline 
01273 739999  
 
Thursday 8 

 ¢
November 2016 double issue.  Send your articles, thoughts, 
photos and announcements to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
or editor@sjn.org 
 
Sunday 11

 ¢ Open Day  at Middle Street Synagogue 10.00 am – 4.00 pm
 ¢ Tea Dance to support Tourettes and Teenage Cancer Trust at 

Sussex County Cricket Club 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm.  Tickets £21 
from 07809 137357 
  
Wednesday 14   

 ¢ Sussex Jewish Golf Club meeting at Cooden Beach Golf Club in 
Bexhill.  For more information, contact Hon Secretary Ashley 
Woolfe at ashley@sportscastnet.com

 ¢ Deadline for New Year Greetings in SJN - please post your 
completed form and payment in good time. 
  
Thursday 15    

 ¢ Transcending Terror - a truly inspirational talk by Kay Wilson. 
Venue TBA. email: info@sussexfriendsofisrael.org 
  
Sunday 18/Monday 19    

 ¢  with Rabbi Efune. Cost 
£165. Contact 07885 538681 
  
Sunday 18    

 ¢ Sussex Jewish Film Club  presents ‘SIXTY SIX’ at Ralli Hall. 
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm. Drinks available.  
  
Monday 19    

 ¢ SARID presents (Association of Jewish Refugees) with guest 
speak Laurence Collins on “Don’t give up on me just yet 
– Jewish Nonagenarians” at 10.45 am Ralli Hall, Denmark 
Villas, Hove (£1.50). Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk 
  
Sunday 25    

 ¢ Community Tea at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 2.30 – 4.30 
pm

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In
Fri 2
Fri 9
Fri 16
Fri 23
Fri 30

Out 
Sat 3
Sat 10
Sat 17
Sat 24
Sat Oct 1

Light Candles 
7.25 pm
7.09 pm
6.54 pm
6.38 pm
6.22 pm

Havdalah 
8.31 pm
8.15 pm
7.58 pm
7.42 pm
7.26 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle.
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON

The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, HOVE
The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton 

Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 ¢ Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 

484839
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 

transport Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune. Men only. 8.15 

pm at Chabad House 01273 321919
 ¢ Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth 

look at the Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our 
lives. Enjoy herbal teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 
8.00 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

 ¢ meets every 3rd 
Monday of the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 
3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk 

Tuesdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly Ralli Hall  
 ¢  Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   

Tel:  07811 601106 (last day of term 16 August – resumes 1 
November)

 ¢ Chutzpah Choir Yiddish singing in 4parts with Polina Shepherd.  
11.00 am – 1.00 pm, weekly.  For Hove venue, contact 
chutzpahchoir@gmail.com or tel Betty on 01273 474795

 ¢ Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 
688538  

Wednesdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the 

Cavendish Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first 
Wednesday of every month.

Thursdays
 ¢ at Torah Montessori 

Nursery from 11.00 am to 1.00 pm.  Enjoy the company, spacious 
well-equipped area, a light brunch and music time!

 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 ¢ JACS members are invited on the first Thursday of every month to 
the RHL&SC Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

 ¢ Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome 

- 8.15 - 9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo 

and her guitar 10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th 

Friday of each month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 

Susans Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 
07739 082538

 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 
2.30 - 5.00 pm, CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne


