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The father of science fiction 
introduced us to “extra-terrestrials”, 
genetic engineering and atomic 
bombs. When it comes to time travel, 
H G Wells must be spinning in his 
grave. 

In the Middle East one of the many 
problems in getting to a peace 
agreement is the precondition of 
various Arab nations requiring Israel 
to agree borders along the Green 
Line, established after the Six Day 
War. In one way, Israel is being 
asked to travel back in time to 1967 
but not address the 49 years of 
history since.

Perhaps Middle East politics are 
an apt allegory for the forthcoming 
referendum on whether the UK should 
leave the European Union. Brexit are 
the Arab nations, wanting to return 
to a time before Britain joined the 
European Community. On the other 
side, the Remain Campaign and the 
EU can be seen as the new Israelis 
focussing on the future. 

But is this kind of time travel 
possible? Looking to the Middle East, 
Peace Processes and Road Maps 
show little sign of success.

A “leave” vote on 23 June will not 
result in the waving of some magic 
wand for an instant separation from 

Brussels. It is an oversimplification 
of the issue. Boris Johnson has 
recognised this. A leave vote will be 
the start of protracted and complex 
divorce proceedings that will deal with 
the future once the last 43 years are 
dealt with. 

In summary, the Brexit campaign is in 
favour of more negotiation and we do 
not know what really is on offer. Here 

is where the Prime Minister deserves 
some credit. He has completed his 
negotiations and the deal can be 
known or knowable. 

Still, a Brexit win might be the best 
thing that could happen for future 
Middle East peace negotiations, 
provided that there is a moratorium on 
UK and EU involvement in the region 
until they can complete a successful 
negotiation for returning to an earlier 
time. Only then will they have the 
necessary credibility to meddle.

Or maybe what might be best for 
everyone is to stop looking backward 
and focus on a brighter future.

May all sides enjoy their time during 
this campaign as metaphorical 
nations of the Middle East. May they 
learn from the experience of this 
referendum and all it signifies for the 
future... and the past.

Is time travel possible? 
Looking to the Middle East, 
Peace Processes and Road 
Maps show little sign of 

success.
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are  not necessarily those of SJN;
•	 accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•							welcome	readers’	contributions	but	reserve	the	right	to	edit,	cut,	decline	
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
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Community Life

Your News
Births
Mazel tov to:
•  Barbara Comiskey on the birth of her third grandchild, 

Ariella Zipporah Victoria, born to Holly and Reuben, a sister 
for Jacob.

•  Sharon and Brian Rubin on the birth of a grandson, Raphael 
(Rafi) born to Margot and Sagi Bazar, a brother for Naomi.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Eileen Berlis, Michael Bloomstein, Beryl Booker, 
Michael Brummer (101), Suzi Collard, Alexandria Lawrence,  
Raizel Lewis,  Barbara Moss, Alfred Morley, Joanna Sharpe, 
Ronnie Taylor (Eastbourne) and all who have special birthdays 
this month.

Bnei Mitzvot 
Mazel tov to:
•  Samuel Levene, son of Natalie and Daniel and grandson of 

Rosalind and Gary Levene and Marilyn Magrill on becoming 
bar mitzvah.

•  Raizel Lewis , the eldest daughter of Rabbi Zalman and 
Shterna Lewis on the celebration of her bat mitzvah.

•  Oliver Walker, son of Lesley and Steven and grandson of 
Doreen and Bernie Walker and Linda and Allan Cowan on 
becoming bar mitzvah.

Weddings
Mazel tov to Corinne and Robert 
Blass on the wedding of their  
daughter Gemma to James Wright.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to Eva 
Alexander, Joy Barnett, Jeremy Bass, 
Bill Goodfellow, David Schaverien, 
Mike Taylor, Josh Winstone and all 
who are unwell or in hospital at the 
present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Jackie Richards z’l, Pam 
Rosen z’l and Rhoda Scott z’l.

Stonesettings
•  The memorial stone in memory of Cyril Jacobs z’l will be 

consecrated at the Jewish cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton 
on Sunday 10 April at 12.00 noon.

•  The memorial stone in memory of Henry Aidalberry z’l will 
be consecrated at the Jewish cemetery, Meadowview, 
Brighton on Sunday 8 May at 2.30 pm

•  The memorial stone in memory of Carole Lever z’l will be 
consecrated at the Jewish cemetery, Meadowview, Brighton 
on Sunday 29 May at 2.00 pm

•  The memorial stone in memory of Lee Panto z’l will be 
consecrated at the Jewish cemetery, Old Shoreham Road, 
Hove on Sunday 29 May at 3.00 pm

Thank You 
Renee Rents and family would like to express their gratitude to the 
many people who sent condolence messages on the recent death of 
Joe Rents. As there are so many to respond to individually, please 

accept this as a gesture of our thanks.

Thank You 
Jean Collins and her brother-in-law Michael wish to thank 

Rabbonim, family and friends for their help and support following 
the sad loss of Ivor z’l.

Your Views 
After various fanfares and announcements from the 
community, I looked forward to an exciting programme of 
celebratory events … ... and I waited and waited, and finally, 
after reading the front page and page 7 of SJN - virtually 
nothing.

I love Middle Street Synagogue, but won’t be visiting it 8 
times: that’s without the occasions where I can go again on 
the bus tour. So that leaves 4 events in as many months, one 
of which is a regular, annual event – the AJEX Remembrance 
Service.

Yet again, a glaring example of how good our community is 
at doing nothing, particularly the 40+ age-group. Please don’t 
tell me you work; please don’t tell me you have kids; please 
don’t tell me you are tired - been there, done that, got the 
t-shirt! To those few of you who do something, I apologise 
and thank you. To those who don’t - I hope you realise where 
your indifference will lead.

I love my faith in a traditional way. I love Brighton, as my 
home and centre of all my non-family activities, but need to 
have an infusion of “Jewishness” every so often, and can only  

 
get that in London. I am delighted my grandchildren live in 
London - there are no guarantees in life, but at least they have 
a chance of knowing who and what they are, of spending 
time with Jewish kids, and maybe finding a life partner of the 
same faith.

Most of my friends are Jewish, but I have a wonderful circle of 
non-Jewish, non-faith- practising friends who are community-
minded. There are monthly events taking place at a local 
church, as varied as possible, from talks on architecture to 
icicle parties and annual dinners. All are sell-outs and raise 
thousands of pounds for special maintenance projects. There 
are also breakfast clubs for those less fortunate - now so 
successful that locals use them too, paying their way and 
meeting friends. Yes, the number of regular church-goers 
is falling, but the building itself is a focal point for the local 
community. Why not the same for us Jews?

I wish there was a magic wand to wave, but that would be an 
easy option. Time is running out for local Jewish communities 
across the country; is there no way we can buck the system 
and give ourselves a much needed “transfusion”?

Judy Irwin

1766 Israel Samuel - first Jewish resident
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Joe Rents z’l 
20 September 1929 to 9 February 2016
Our father’s childhood was not one that most of us have 
been fortunate enough to have. Many will have seen Steven 
Spielberg’s film Schindler’s List and this very much replicates 
the route that a very young Joseph took. This briefly outlines 
how our amazing Dad endured the Holocaust and survived.

Joe was born in 
September 1929, 
in a town near 
Krakow in Poland. 
His parents 
owned a flourmill 
and he often went 
to stay with his 
grandparents who 
had a farm. 

As a result of 
the German 

occupation the family were all made to live in the Krakow 
ghetto, prior to being moved by train to the Plashow work 
camp in 1942. This was the last time he saw his family. 
Joe was then transported to the concentration camp at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. On arrival, a selection process took 
place, those sent to the left were told that they were going to 
the showers but this was a euphemism for the gas chambers. 
Those that went to the right did get a shower and a striped 
jacket and trousers and Joe, along with about 50 others out 
of a transport of over 2,000 Jews, was one of the few lucky 
ones selected to go to the right.

At Auschwitz, having been tattooed with the number B-4179 
on his wrist, he was set to work in the camp – with survival 
being the main objective. Although they were given only a 
small amount of food, the most important commodity was 

soap, for which they bartered 
their food. Keeping clean was 
their hope of surviving the 
awful conditions owing to the 
prevalence of disease. 

Joe at this time was only about 
12 or 13 years old. He was 
aware that often, early in the 
morning, the camp soldiers 
would come into their bunk 
sheds and select several people 
for extermination. Joe always 
awoke very early and would 
hide himself away so that he  
could not be seen for selection.

About 18 months later, due to the Allies’ advance, the men 
and boys that were fit enough were marched to another 
camp at Buchenwald for further work. From there he was 
ordered onto one of the many open truck trains, packed in 
like cattle, to make the long journey to another camp, braving 
the freezing rain and snow. Many died en-route from hunger 
and pneumonia and several weeks later they arrived at 
Theresienstadt in what was then Czechoslovakia.

It was on leaving the train that Joe saw Stanley Faull being 
left for dead. As he had seen Stanley, albeit briefly, at the 

Buchenwald camp he rounded up a few of the others to help 
him move Stanley, who would otherwise have been left on the 
train to die – thus began the beginning of a long and special 
friendship and he is now buried next to his lifelong friend.

In August 1945, Joe, after having been liberated by the 
Russians, was transported to England arriving in Windermere 
with a further 731 Holocaust survivors. They were known as 
“The Boys” as written about by the well-known author, Martin 
Gilbert. Joe then moved to London and stayed in various 
hostels and in his spare time was one of the performers at the 
Yiddish Theatre in Whitechapel.

In 1951 he visited Brighton, 
where he settled and started 
work. Joe trained as a tailor 
and worked for Jaeger but 
before long he realised that he 
should start his own business. 
In 1954, he established his 
own company manufacturing 
ladies’ coats, which resulted 
in him becoming a successful 

businessman 
supplying 
many of 
London’s West 
End stores.

In 1954 Dad 
married Renee and it was with 

much happiness that they celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary in July 2014.

Joe, Renee & Renee’s father Bert Gold

Joe with his friend Ziggy Shipper
(another Holocaust survivor)

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

1782 Emanuel Hyam Cohen - founder of the community  • 1792 First Synagogue - Jew Street
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Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim 

project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk

Rene was born in Hackney on 8th November 1917, and 
passed away at Hyman Fine House on 14th February 2016, 
at 98 years of age. She married Henry Brodsky (k/a Harry 
Brookes) in August 1939 and they had four sons.

Rene’s trade 
was that of a 
dressmaker/
tailoress and 
Harry was a 
bespoke tailor. 
When they moved 
to Nottingham to 
escape the blitz, 
they set up their 
own business, 
providing an 

alteration and tailoring service to multi-national mens’ 
outfitters, such as Burtons and Dunn & Co. They later carried 
on their business in Kemp Town, Brighton.

However, Rene’s real love was catering and she loved 
cooking and entertaining, as a result of which three of her 
sons became chefs. This love of cooking brought her to Ralli 
Hall where she ran the Thursday Lunch Club, (the precursor 
to the Lunch & Social Club), as well as running a tuck shop 
and also cooking mid-week evenings for the children who 
attended Maccabi.

Looking back now on the amount of work Rene did for the 
Lunch Club is amazing. She prepared the menus, did all 
the shopping (with Harry) and cooking for 40 to 60 people 
per week, with the help of just one girl who prepared the 
vegetables and washed up. There was a group of volunteers 
who ferried the people to the hall on a rota basis and Joy 
Jackson together with Doris Abrahams took money at the 
door.

Rene was very proud of the fact that when, in 1990/91, 
Ralli Hall was virtually closed because of a lack of funds, 
the Luncheon Club’s income  was still enough to be able 
to pay for a cleaner and some bills for the Centre. I always 
remember, with a smile, the day she marched into my office 
and said, “Norina, I can’t cook today, someone has stolen the 
top of the meat cooker”. We solved the problem by serving a 
fish meal until a replacement cooker top was obtained. Rene 
taught me several recipes, which I was able to use when I 
took over the cooking for a while.

Rene leaves behind four sons, twelve grandchildren and 
twenty-one great grandchildren. I will never forget her. They 
don’t make people like her any more.

With fond memories.

Irit and I have just returned from a break abroad. On our first 
weekend back, a complete bar mitzvah took place at the 
Jewish Centre. This included not only a party under strict 
Kashrut, but also the Shabbat service itself. Photos show the 
Great Hall and the Magrill Lounge looking stunning.  Mazel 
tov to all concerned, particularly to the bar mitzvah boy.

While we were away, our Administration Team moved their 
office into the Beckerman Lounge after twisting my arm that 
their need for working space was greater than the Board’s. 
They did emphasize that since Jacquie, who is sharing the 
office with Maxine, now has two roles – the Ralli Hall Lunch 
and Social Club Co-ordinator and Maxine’s assistant. The 
extra space was essential and I must admit that they were 
right. The Board of Management now meets in the ex-
office, to be known as The Board Room, which is cosy but 
adequate, while the opportunity was taken to carry out a 
much-needed and overdue refurbishment of both rooms.

You should also notice some further changes to the lower 
ground floor accommodation, made in order to improve its 
profitability for the benefit of the core ground floor Jewish 
Centre, which should have started by the beginning of the 
month. I will provide you with further information next month.

The interview by local TV Station Latest TV, mentioned last 
month, took place last month and I am quite satisfied with the 
result. It was aired the following week and was subsequently 
available on YouTube.

In the meantime, I would remind you that the next Annual 
General Meeting will be held in June – date to be confirmed 
– and I am again inviting more input from the next generation, 
please!

I very much look forward to seeing many of you at Ralli Hall.

Remembering Irene (Rene) Brookes 
by Norina Duke

Ralli Hall 
by Roger Abrahams

1808 Second Synagogue - Poune’s Court  • 1823/4 Brighton Hebrew Congregation
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Hyman Fine House 
by Natasha Carson and Mark Pady

First of all we were delighted to 
find out that we are the number 
one care home in a 20-mile 
radius. This is the result of a 
national survey on the opinions of 
people living in care homes by a 

company called ‘your care rating’. Not every care home 
takes part but even so we were top of a list of 25, so 
we are very proud of this achievement! You can have a 
look at the ‘your care rating’ website if you’re interested 
in finding out more information about this.

We’ve been as busy as ever. Highlights have included 
working with an organisation called Hen Power to 
create some chicken themed activities! We also have 
three new chickens in the garden that are settling 
into their new home. Our new choir, the Hyman 

Harmonisers, has also started rehearsing for a singing 
competition against other Jewish Care homes.

We have a lot of very creative people at the home, so 
this year we have decided to take part in the Brighton 
Festival. We will be at the Yellow Wave down on Marine 
Drive for the day, on the 20 May, to showcase our art, 
photography and music. Please do come along and 
help us make this day a success.

As always if you feel you could spare us some time to 
help volunteer as a regular or for a one off event please 
contact Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer

On Thursday 3 March, Chief Superintendent Nev Kemp 
visited The Lunch Club and gave us a very informative 
talk about the work of the Police Force in Brighton and 
Hove. This was greatly enjoyed by our members and 
volunteers. The Chief Superintendent was very happy 
to answer questions and put our members at ease on 
some issues. We are hoping to have a speaker every 
month.

Recently I was invited to Tower House, a Day Centre 
run by B&HCC. I am sure that many of you know that 
the council are closing many of their centres. I was 
asked with other privately run Day Centres to give 
information on how we run our Lunch Club. They 
were quite amazed at the amenities we provide and 
were astounded that we only charge our members £8 
inclusive and £10 with transport. I was very surprised 
to hear how much other Day Centres charge. Brighton 

and Hove members pay £34 per day not including food 
and transport and another Day Centre charged £75 per 
day.

Almost 70 people have kindly joined our 100 Club and 
in the next month we are hoping to make it up to the 
100. If you would like a form please give me a call.

On a sad note our dear friend and volunteer Rhoda 
Scott has passed away after a long illness. We will all 
miss her up beat sense of humour and smiling face.

We are all excited about our seventh weekend away to 
Eastbourne in April and hoping we will all get a lovely 
suntan.

On behalf of everyone at the Lunch Club we wish you a 
Happy Pesach.

 1824/5 Original Devonshire Place Synagogue • 1826 Florence Place Cemetery (Prayer House by David Mocatta)
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Community Renewal Fund
by Debra Goodman and Beryl Sharpe - Fund Administrators

This April JR is coming to Brighton!

The Community Renewal 
Fund was set up under the 
auspices of the Sussex 
Jewish Representative 
Council in 2000 to 
establish a fund for the 
Jewish community to 
secure the future of 
Jewish life in Sussex.

The remit of the fund is to award grants to groups or 
individuals, whose projects or activities are considered to 
be in the interest of maintaining current and future Jewish 
life in Sussex, but are prevented from doing so by lack of 
finance. 

The project has always had the full backing of our 
Synagogues and funding is based on a £10 voluntary levy 
added to each member’s annual Synagogue membership 
fees.  Each Synagogue then passes on the donations 
collected to the Renewal Fund, where they are made 
available to those applying for a grant. 

Those of you who have supported the Fund over the last 
15 years may be interested to know how much has been 
raised, and who has benefitted.

Funds raised in the last 10 years (2005-2015):
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue £26,129
Hove Hebrew Congregation  £10,230
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation  £9,696
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue  £4,438

Examples of those who have benefitted:

Any person or group wishing to organise an activity, be 
it educational, sporting, social or of a charitable nature, 
that would be of interest to, or benefit the local Jewish 
community, but is prevented from so doing due to lack 
of finance, is welcome to apply through the SJRC at 
sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com.

Debra Goodman and Beryl Sharpe are the administrators 
of the Community Renewal Fund.

Our April issue of Jewish Renaissance magazine 
features 14 pages packed with memories, history and 
contemporary stories all focusing on Brighton and Hove.

To celebrate 250 years since Brighton’s first Jewish 
resident set up home at East Street we’ve pulled together 
a colourful portrait of the town including interviews 
with everyone from rappers to rabbis, a guide to the 
anniversary events; pieces from The Daily Mail’s Alex 
Brummer (who tells us about his childhood on a poultry 
farm) and Julie Burchill (who tells us about the challenges 
of learning Hebrew). We’re also featuring local artists, 
writers and musicians as well as a unique walking map of 
the town.

Jewish Renaissance is a quarterly magazine that is 
the most widely read Jewish culture publication in the 
UK. Make sure you don’t miss our Brighton issue by 
subscribing to the magazine. It’s only £25 for a year. 
Subscribe by calling 0207 794 5254 or see: www.
jewishrenaissance.org.uk

AND : Just for this issue – quote BRIGHTON when you 
subscribe and you’ll receive an additional free copy of the 
Brighton issue to give to friends!

We’ll be launching our Brighton issue at our stall at Middle 
Street synagogue on Sunday 8 May.

Come along and meet us there!

•  Sunday Jewish Football 
Club

• Jewish Day Centre
• Showtime 2008
• Brighton Jewish Futures
• Israel Solidarity
• Hasbara
• Summer Sensation
• JLGB
• Torah Academy Nursery
•  Ralli Hall Lunch & Social 

Club 

• Helping Hands
•  Yom Ha’atzmaut  

celebrations
• Sussex Limmud
• Lishmah
• JACS
• Sussex Friends of Israel
•  Sussex Jewish Film  

Club
• Camp Gan Israel
• Shabbat UK

1838 First purpose built Synagogue - Devonshire Place (by David Mocatta)
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When away from home where do you 
go to eat? As regular SJN readers may 
have noted, Jerusalem is a regular 
haunt of ours. It has to be, as we try 
to visit our daughter, son-in-law and 
now four grandchildren, twice a year. 
We have found local eateries that cater 
for our general needs and they are 
consistent in their simple menus and 
food quality. But what if you want a 
change?

On our last visit, we discovered another 
world in a back street just off the main 
shopping area in the centre. It all started 
when I discovered a tourist booklet in 
the hotel lobby. Flicking through it, I 
came across a Moroccan restaurant, 
glatt kosher and with a history. We 
enquired of the Frenchman in reception. 
It was a very good restaurant with 
wonderful decor.

We needed a change so we went off 
in search of Darna - “the Authentic 
Moroccan Restaurant”. It should 
have been simple to find, but in their 
wisdom, the Jerusalem city planners 
had changed the road layout so our first 
and most obvious route was suddenly 
inaccessible. We asked locals for 
directions and discovered that this was 
a very good place to eat and eventually 
we found it.

Candles lit up the doorway to the 200 
year old building and the entrance 
took us down a slope with big bamboo 
handrails and what appeared to be a 
dead-end. A glass doorway on our left 
glided open and we entered another 

world. No longer were we in the hustle- 
bustle of Jerusalem; we had entered a 
calm oasis in what, to all intents, was 
Morocco.

The restaurant itself is a work of art, 
with an extraordinary collection of 
columns, stained glass windows, 
colourful tiles, capitals and arches, 
as well as silver vessels and big 
ceramic dishes. Even the costumes of 
the waiting staff have been carefully 
selected from workshops in Morocco.

The choice of Moroccan dishes on offer 
has, we were told, been influenced 
by local Berber and wandering Arab 
tribes as well as the Spanish Moors. 
We made our selections, with the aid 
of the wonderfully attentive and helpful 
waitress and sat back to study our 
surroundings. 

Most of the tables were occupied by 
diners ranging from American and 
Chinese to Russian to rather orthodox, 
black kippot wearing locals. Obviously, 
a popular place, even on a Thursday 
night.

We chatted to the charming owner, 
Ilan Sibony, and discovered a little 
about him and the restaurant. He was 
originally from Morocco and trained as 
an architect at the Bezalel School of Art 
in Jerusalem, regarded as a prestigious 
establishment in Israel. Twenty years 
ago he designed and opened this 
restaurant, which appears to have been 
a gastronomic hit ever since. How we 
had not heard of it in all the years we 
had been visiting Jerusalem we cannot 

say but 
it’s on 
our list 
now.

The 
food 
arrived 
and we 
tucked 

in. I had the couscous with vegetables 
and corn-fed (called cornish, on the 
menu) chicken. The vegetables were 
chunky and cooked just as you would 
expect for a couscous dish. The 
flavours were superb. The couscous 
itself, fresh and perfectly cooked. 
The tagine, artichoke hearts stuffed 
with lamb, was an eye-opener. Not 
something you would be offered 
everyday but definitely tasty and 
beautifully cooked.

The helpings are not for the 
fainthearted, so we were quite full after 
just one main course. Those around 
us had been happily working their 
way through a variety of beautifully 
presented and very interesting starter 
dishes, specially selected wines and 
various main courses. We were left to 
consider the “sweet temptations” and 
eventually capitulated. We chose one 
dish to be shared - not an unusual 
event, we were assured. 

We chose Toubkal, a dish composed of 
layers of filo pastry, cinnamon, and soya 
cream. We have a friend who makes 
Baklava (not a Moroccan dessert) and 
her version has yet to be bettered but 
this was something else. The crisp 
pastry melted in the mouth and the 
flavours imparted by the cinnamon and 
the soya cream, were just amazing. I 
was going to say heavenly but have no 
basis for such a claim. 

After the meal, Ilan showed us around 
the restaurant. To our surprise, we 
discovered more rooms. Here, we 
were told, parties could be catered for 
in complete privacy and there were 
facilities to accommodate functions 
such as bar mitzvoth or weddings. If 
you didn’t know these rooms were there 
you would never guess that so many 
people could be welcomed into this 
very traditional restaurant.

Darna is to at 3, Horkanos Street, 
Jerusalem.

Dinner in Another Land
by Brian Megitt

Features

1844 Murder of Chief Constable Henry Solomon  • 1846 Brighton Hebrew Philanthropic Society (now Welfare Board)
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The award winning Drusillas Park 
in East Sussex has received a large 
donation of rare sea artefacts, to use to 
educate schoolchildren visiting the zoo. 

The gift was made by 98 year old Hove 
resident, Millicent Rich, who in the 

1950s was the only female importer of 
shells and coral in Europe. 

Millie visited Drusillas in 2015 as a guest 
at the zoo’s 90th year anniversary party. 
Inspired by the visit, she returned in 
March with her daughter, Shula, with 
items from her collection. 

Head of Education, James Woodward 
commented, “These amazing artefacts 
will enhance our education sessions 
and will be used to teach about 
conservation. We have an extensive 
collection of artefacts belonging to land 
creatures but these items will prove 
invaluable to help bring learning to life 
about creatures that live under the sea 
as well.”

Millie’s fascination with marine 
mementos began when she worked as 
an art teacher in London, introducing 
seashells to her classes to help inspire 
the children. In 1962, she opened 
her own shop in Brighton called The 
Tropical Shell Company, importing 
shells from all over the world. 

Millie also sourced rare shells for 
museums and collectors and made two 
British Pathe Pictorials, which aired in 
the 1950s and were featured as part of 
a BBC4 documentary in 2012. 

While Millie may no longer sell seashells 
on the seashore, her sea life legacy will 
continue to live on at Drusillas Park.

Commemorating 
Nicholas Winton
by Godfrey R Gould 

As many of you must be aware, every 
year the Royal Mail issues sets of 
Commemorative stamps. This year, 
2016, at least 15 sets of such stamps 
will be issued. Those for 15 March will 
commemorate British Humanitarians. 
Amongst such luminaries as Joseph 
Rowntree, John Boyd Orr, Sue Ryder 
and Josephine Butler, the first in the set 
of six is Nicholas Winton. 

The wording on the stamp reads, 
‘Nicholas Winton saved the lives of 
669 Kindertransport children’. And the 
post-mark for the first day of issue is 
from Winton, Northallerton and includes 
a quotation of his words, “If something 
is not impossible, then there must be a 
way of doing it”.

The Jewish community today suffers 
from so much negative publicity it 
is pleasing that the Royal Mail is 
highlighting a man who looms so 
high in our recent past and who is so 
exceptionally recognised already, having 
only died last year.

Whilst Israel faces on-going internal 
Palestinian terrorism, the Syrian refugee 
crisis reveals a different view of Israel. 
The following is reproduced with the 
kind permission of TIP - The Israel 
Project, which in turn sourced it from 
Israel21c.

Aboud Dandachi, a Sunni Muslim from 
the city of Homs, now living in Istanbul, 
has created a website dedicated to 
the Israeli and Jewish organisations 
and people helping Syrian refugees. 
The website, ‘Thank You Am Israel’, 
highlights the humanitarian aid being 
given to displaced Syrians and also 
refutes any reasons why Israelis and 
Syrians should be enemies. 

“As a Syrian, I am morally obligated to 
ensure that the goodwill that Israelis 
and Jews have displayed towards 
my people will not be overlooked nor 

forgotten. The day will come when the 
conflict in Syria will come to an end, as 
all things come to an end. On that day, 
it is imperative that Syrians reciprocate 
the enormous goodwill shown towards 
us by Israelis and the Jewish people. 
Whatever supposed reasons we may 
have had to be adversaries is dwarfed 
by the compassion shown to us during 
our darkest days, a time when we 
have nothing to give back except our 
gratitude”, writes Dandachi in a January 
opinion article on his site.

Dandachi, a 39-year-old high-tech 
professional, says he never imagined 
the civil war in Syria would last five 
years. He left his home-town of Homs 
in September 2013 for Lebanon and 
then made his way to Turkey. He blogs, 
“While thousands of Syrians languish on 
the borders of neighbouring countries, 
Israeli medical teams and hospitals 

have been tireless and unstinting in 
treating Syrians in need. . . Israeli and 
Jewish organisations are, despite 
considerable personal risk, on the 
ground in Greece and the Balkans, 
providing aid and assistance to the 
seemingly endless wave of refugees 
fleeing the mayhem of the Middle East”. 

Dandachi told Ynet about his childhood 
anti-Israel education. “I grew up with 
statements like, ‘These people are your 
enemies. The Jews are evil’. Then I saw 
that the Jews are the most humane 
and generous people of this era. When 
I see that Hezbollah and the Iranians 
are coming to kill me and I’m forced 
from my home by Syrians, and then I 
hear that Israelis and Jews are helping 
Syrians, my view of the world changes”.

She Shares Seashells From the Seashore

A Syrian Perspective on Israel

Features

 1852 c. Philip Salomon private Synagogue - Brunswick Terrace • 1875 Middle Street Synagogue (by Thomas Lainson)        
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Brighton Jewry 250th Anniversary 
by Ivor Caplin, Events Director

Jewish Historical Society of England - Sussex Branch
by Godfrey R Gould

What a fantastic reaction across the community to last 
month’s announcement in SJN of the programme for 
the 250th Anniversary events. Thanks for all the nice 
and supportive comments and the local media have 
also been covering the launch in detail.
But first an apology. I made a drafting error in the date 
of Remembrance Sunday. So sorry to all and if you 
did put all the dates in your diary, this event, will be 
on Sunday 13th November and yes, I know, I was the 
former Veterans Minister!
Now a new addition and announcement: I am delighted 
to confirm that for all the open days during the Fringe, 
Middle Street Shul will not only be open, but the Jewish 
Arts Society will also be staging an exhibition. This 
makes it even better value for you to buy your tickets 

and see the most important religious building in the 
City, as well as the works of art produced by many 
people from our community.
To buy tickets for any of the events go on-line to www.
brightonfringe.org or you can buy tickets at the Fringe 
Box Office. 
The plans for the main event on the 14 July are moving 
ahead at speed and we have received excellent support 
from Brighton & Hove City Council for what is going 
to be a superb event. Apart from the local dignitaries, 
including the Lord Lieutenant, I can also confirm that 
Gillian Merron, the Chief Executive of the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews, will also be attending and will 
be one of the speakers at the event. 
More news next month.

Unfortunately, our booked speaker for 23 February 
could not be with us because of ill health. However, 
we were delighted to welcome Rabbi Pesach Efune, 
who most kindly stepped in to the breach at the last 
moment.
Although our numbers were slightly depleted, those 
who did attend were treated to a most excellent 
address on ‘The History of Lubavitch’. Beginning 
with the founding of Chasidism by the Baal Shem Tov 
in the 17th century and an explanation of it, Rabbi 
Efune continued with his successor, the Mazeritche 
Maggid, and then the several movements that ensued, 
especially that of the first Rebbe, Rabbi Schneur 
Zalman of Liadi. We then heard of the following 
Rebbes, their relationships with each other, their 
troubles with rival factions and with the authorities. 
It was a most fascinating account delivered with a 
deep understanding and with a true empathy with his 
audience. The Branch is deeply indebted to Rabbi 
Efune for stepping in to help us and giving us all such a 
truly splendid evening.

Our last meeting this session on Tuesday 10 May will 
be a very special one delivered by Dr Sharman Kadish 
on “Middle Street Synagogue and the Architectural 
Heritage of Brighton & Hove” and not as variously 
printed elsewhere. A part of the Society’s contribution 
to our 250th anniversary and a part of the Brighton 
Festival Fringe, tickets will be available in advance from 
the Festival Fringe Office at £6, although there will be 
complementary free tickets for members.
Plans are well advanced for our 2016/17 session with, 
as I write this, five excellent speakers already booked.
The Branch’s authoritative and comprehensive 
Anthology of the History of the Brighton & Hove Jewish 
Community will soon be available for purchase. Our 
thanks go to the Jewish Historical Society of England 
for their generous financial support to the costs of 
production and to all those who subscribed to this 
seminal publication and whose names will be recorded 
therein.

       1892 Sassoon Mausoleum • 1893 Florence Place Prayer House rebuilt (by Thomas Lainson)
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250th Anniversary Events in May
In May, during the period of the Brighton Festival, there are a 
number of events based on our historic heritage Middle Street 
Synagogue, commencing Sunday 8 May.  Below are listed 
the events, times and charges and also where tickets can be 
obtained.

To obtain tickets for any of these events, go to www.
brightonfringe.org and look for the key word “250th 
Anniversary” or phone 01273 917272. Also tickets can be 
obtained by visiting the One-Stop ticket office in North Street, 
Brighton.

A 250th Anniversary Commemorative Brochure is being 
produced and will be ready for purchase by May. If you would 
like to place an advert - personal or corporate - or a personal 
One Line Greeting at £10.00 per line, into the Brochure, please 
contact Hazel Coppins on h.sanger2@gmail.com, or telephone 
07886 854041.

Sunday 8th May
10.30am
(2 hours)

7.00pm (doors open) 
for 7.30pm 
(Approximately 2 
hours) 

Monday 9th May to
Thursday 12th May
2.30pm to 4.30pm

Sunday 15th May
10.30am 
(2 hours)

2.30pm to 
4.30pm 

Sunday 22nd May to
Sunday 29th May
2.30pm to 
4.30pm 

Guided Bus Tour of Historic Jewish 
Brighton and Hove followed by short 
visit to Middle Street Synagogue.
Tickets: £12.00 (under 16 years: £8.00)
Pick Up Point: Grosvenor Casino, 9 
Grand Junction Road, Brighton BN1 
1PP (close to the southern end of East 
Street)

Concert of “upbeat and fun” Jewish 
Music by the London Jewish Male 
Voice Choir, to be attended by Civic 
and Other Dignitaries.
Tickets £25.00

Middle Street Synagogue open to the 
public
(Tickets £3.00 (under 16 years free)

Guided bus tour of Historic Jewish 
Brighton and Hove followed by short 
visit to Middle Street Synagogue
Tickets: £12.00 (under 16 years: £8.00)
Pick up Point:  Grosvenor Casino, 9 
Grand Junction Road, Brighton BN1 
1PP (close to the southern end of East 
Street)

Middle Street Synagogue open to the 
public
Tickets £3.00 (under 16 years free)

Middle Street Synagogue open to the 
public
Tickets £3.00 (under 16 years free)
(To be confirmed)

Brighton & Hove Jewry 250
The Sussex Branch of the Jewish 

Historical Society of England presents:
A Special Anniversary Lecture by  

Dr Sharman Kadish 
Director, Jewish Heritage UK

‘Middle Street Synagogue and the 
Architectural Heritage of Brighton & 

Hove’    
Tuesday 10th May 2016 at Ralli Hall, 

Denmark Villas, Hove BN3 3TH
at 7.45 pm (Doors open 7.15 pm). 

Refreshments served after the lecture.
Tickets £6.00 (JHSE members free) - 

available from Brighton Fringe
 website at www.brightonfringe.org/box-

office/online or on the door.

MARTIN
GROSS 

Memorials
All aspects of stone-masonry 

undertaken 
from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771

1918 Brighton Congregation renamed Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
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Culture

Polina Shepherd and Judith Silver

‘Brighton Beautiful’

On Sunday 10 April the Sussex 
Jewish Film Club will be showing 
BETHLEHEM (Israel/UK/Belgium/
Germany, 99 mins, in Hebrew & Arabic 
with English subtitles). This drama/

thriller explores the complex relationship between an 
Israeli secret service officer and his teenage Palestinian 
informant. Shifting back and forth between conflicting 
points of view, the film is a raw portrayal of characters 
torn apart by competing loyalties and impossible moral 
dilemmas, giving an unparalleled glimpse into the dark 
and fascinating world of intelligence.

This film, to be shown at Ralli Hall, 81, Denmark Villas, 
won various awards from the Israeli Film Academy.

Doors will 
open 7.00 
pm with the 
film starting 
at 7.30 pm. 
Refreshments 
will be 
available 
before the film 
and a small 
donation on the door is requested from non-members.

There will be no film in May as there are so many 
cultural events to enjoy with the Brighton Festival, so 
our next date after April will be Sunday 12th June.

It was about 
ten years ago 
that Polina 
Shepherd, 
newly moved 
to Brighton 
from the 
former 
Soviet Union, 
decided to 
start a Yiddish 

Choir here - something she’d had experience of back 
home. The choir eventually found a home at Ralli Hall 
and attracted a wide range of people, most of whom 
had no knowledge of Yiddish but were keen to learn 
about this musical tradition, which had fallen from 
memory after the end of World War II. 

For about five years the choir performed locally at 
both Jewish and non-Jewish events, but then stopped 
meeting for various reasons. It was missed and so, in 
November last year, it was decided to start it up again, 
once more under Polina’s inspired leadership. There 
are currently about 15 members (including several men) 
who are meeting weekly on a Tuesday morning at a 
member’s house in Hove.

In February the choir performed at a four-choir concert 
in Brighton and, at the end of that month, entered for 
the choirs section of the local Springboard Festival of 
Music and Drama (see photo). After so few rehearsals 
the choir was delighted to be awarded a total of 90 
marks. Now that’s chutzpah for you!

The reborn Chutzpah Choir would welcome more 
members, so if you would like to join a choir that meets 
in the daytime, explores the traditions of Yiddish music, 
sings both folk songs and contemporary compositions 
in four parts, encourages improvisation and has lots 
of fun, this may be the group for you. It’s open to 
people of all backgrounds and singing levels, without 

auditions. Sheet music, translations and transliterations 
are made available to members, so come and join us.

More information from: chutzpahchoir@gmail.com or 
telephone 01273 474795.

We’re also open for ‘bookings’, so if you would like us 
to sing at your event, let us know about that too. 

The Dark World Of Intelligence

The Chutzpah Choir is back!

Workshop and Concert on Sunday 10th April
Original and traditional Russian, Jewish, classical, popular and other songs 

from two international performers/choir leaders
Workshop: Community Base, 113 Queens Road,  

Brighton, BN1 3XG 
Time: 10.30am to 4.15pm Fee: £36 (concessions £25)
Concert: Brighton Unitarian Church, New Road,  

BN1 1UF Brighton
Time: 6pm to 7.30pm Fee: £7.30 (concessions £5)

To Book for either or both events: Please contact Akila 
at akilalive@gmail.com if you have any queries or you can 

book online through Polina’s website.
www.judithsilver.com    www.polinashepherd.com

1921 Bear Road/Meadow View Cemetery • 1927 Hove Hebrew Congregation
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Pesach

Easy Peasy
Chop ½ lb walnuts until fine, but still very chunky.  
Chop in ½ sharp dessert apple (peeled and cored).  
Continue chopping, adding cinnamon, Kiddush wine 
and a little sugar or Kosher le Pesach sweetener to 
taste. The result is a very fine chunky mixture.

Family recipe
• 8 apples

• 2/3rds cup almonds

• 2 tbsp sugar (or to taste)

• ½ tsp ground cinnamon

• Grated rind of 1 lemon

• 4 tbsp Kiddush wine

Peel and core the apples and cut into quarters.  
Chop finely or grate, mixing together with the other 
ingredients, finally adding the wine to taste and 
consistency. The final texture should be the same as 
chunky peanut butter.

Turkish charoseth
Finely chop the following ingredients:

• ½ cup pitted dates

• ½ cup dried figs

• ½ cup dried apricots

• ½ cup almonds or walnuts

Add 1 medium apple, peeled, cored and grated then 
mix together with Kiddush wine.

Nut-free
• 1 apple

• 1 pear

• 1 cup desiccated coconut

• ¼ cup raisins

• ¼ cup sweet red wine

Peel and finely chop the apple and pear. Mix in the rest 
of the ingredients and refrigerate before serving.

Four different versions of Charoseth for the Seder Table

Worthing & District Jewish Community
Communal Seder, Friday 22nd April 2016 (1st Night)

Commencing 6.30 pm (prompt) at the  
Quaker Meeting House, 34 Mill Road, Worthing, BN11 5DR

As Roger Berlin is unavailable this year, we thank Daniel 
Salbstein and George Kahan for kindly offering to conduct the 

Seder.
Catered with waitress service.

Cost: £18.50 Payment strictly in advance.

Please complete the details below and send them together with 
your cheque (made payable to WDJC to arrive no later than 

Tuesday 19th April) to:
Ian Gordon, 2 Madehurst Close, East Preston, West Sussex, 

BN16 2TH
Any enquiries to Ian:  

01903 779 720 or barbaraian@uwclub.net

Name(s)

………………………….…………………………………….

No. of people attending ………… 

Telephone no………………………

Salmon will be served.  
Please notify us if a vegetarian option is preferred.

1930 Holland Road Synagogue • 1936 Brighton & Hove Liberal Congregation 
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HHC
Rabbi Vivian Silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com and rabbivcsilverman@gmail.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

Pesach
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

On the night before Erev Pesach, families carry out the 
home ceremony known as “bedikat hametz” - the search 
for leaven. This makes sure that, following the thorough 
cleaning of the home we do not accidentally find some 
hametz food.

Our tradition is to place a piece of bread in each room 
where we have eaten during the year. The person who 
conducts the search must not know where the bread is 
and after making the blessing “to annul hametz”, is led 
around the home by the one holding a lighted candle. 
Afterwards, the pieces of bread collected, together with 
the candle, are placed in a safe place overnight and then 
burned on Erev Pesach morning.

The matzo we eat the whole of Pesach must be made 
from flour and water only. Rich matzo (Matzo Ashira), 
which contains fruit juice, egg, chocolate, etc., is only for 
the very elderly, children, or those who find the proper 
matzo difficult to digest – as is written on the side of the 
box.

Please ensure that there is a “Kosher for Passover” sign 
on each product, plus a recognised Hechsher (Rabbinic 
certification).

Fruit and vegetables and fish must be bought whole.

Unopened boxes of Pesach matzo from a previous year 
cannot be used, because they will have become hametz 
due to the fermentation process in the course of the year.

The sale of all hametz – making absolutely certain that it 
does not belong to us over Yomtov – is a very important 
transaction, which the rabbi carries out using two separate 
documents. The first one transfers all hametz food, 
utensils, pots and pans, cutlery and crockery (both milk 
and meat) to the jurisdiction of the rabbi. The second 
document covers the actual sale of the first one, by the 
rabbi, to a non-Jewish person, from Erev Pesach to the 
end of Pesach.

The document will be available for signing from the first of 
Nisan (10 April) till Erev Yomtov (22 April).

We wish one another a Chag Kasher V’Sameiach in the 
hope that, after all the cleaning, no speck of leaven will be 
found in our home over Pesach.

Lynette and I wish you and your loved ones a happy and 
Kasher Pesach.

Thursday 21

Friday 22

Shabbat 23

Sunday 24

 

25 - 28

Thursday 28

Friday 29

Shabbat 30

Shabbat 2 

Sunday 10

Tuesday 12

Shabbat 16

Search for hametz after dark

Erev Pesach. Fast of the First Born.
Shacharit at West Hove
No eating/drinking hametz after 9.56 am
Latest time to burn hametz 11.27 am
Mincha 7.30 pm
Light candles before 7.45 pm
First Seder

First day Pesach
Shacharit 9.30 am
Prayer for dew during Musaf
Mincha 8.00 pm
Shabbat ends 9.08 pm
Light candles after 9.08 pm
Second Seder – counting of the Omer

Second day Pesach
Shacharit 9.30 am
Mincha 8.10 pm
yom Tov ends 9.10 pm

Chol Hamoed Services at West Hove

Eiruv Tavshilin home ceremony before yom Tov
Mincha 7.30 pm
Light candles before 8.04 pm

Seventh day Pesach
Shacharit 9.30 am
Mincha 7.30 pm
Light candles before 8.06 pm

Eighth day Pesach
Shacharit 9.30 am
Song of Songs/yizkor
Mincha 8.10 pm
Shabbat and yom Tov end 9.22 pm

Kiddush by Rabbi Zalman and Shterna Lewis to 
mark Raizel becoming bat mitzvah

Stonesetting Mr Cyril Jacobs at Meadowview, 
12.00 pm

Ladies Discussion Circle, 10.30 am 
Talmud Shiur, 11.30 am

Mr Michael Brummer turns 101

  Pesach times for April 2016

  April Diary

1938 Lansdowne Road Synagogue • 1938 Old Shoreham Road Cemetery
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BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: info@bhps-online.org     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

For this instalment of the history of BHPS, Renée Luper 
offers her recollections of the synagogue Youth Group’s 
participation in the 1951 Festival of Britain:

One very major event that stands out in my memory is the 
Festival of Britain Pageant in 1951. This was a Pageant 
incorporating all the youth groups in Sussex, covering the 
years between Queen Elizabeth I and Queen Elizabeth 
II, to be held in the grounds of Arundel Castle before the 
then Princess Elizabeth. Brilliantly conceived, we only met 
with the club that performed before us (a dance round the 
maypole by a Rottingdean Club), so that we knew when 
it was our turn to perform. Dear Archie Fay was our Youth 
Leader and was one of the few chosen to be introduced 
to Princess Elizabeth. He planned for us to do a mime to 
the music of Lady Greensleeves, with yours truly being the 
Lady, Derek Jay her suitor (looking very like a latter day 
Davey Crockett), while Julia Marks and Diana White were 
the Ladies in Waiting. There was one dress rehearsal at 
Arundel Castle which went like clockwork – a great tribute 
to the organizers, as all the costumes had been delivered 
there, and packed lunches were ready for all the hundreds 
of youngsters taking part.

The Pageant began with the Rottingdean Hunt enacting 
the battle of Hastings and the death of King Harold, 

followed by our dear Stanley Marks, suitably dressed 
in black and silver singlet and doublet with long black 
tights and shoes with silver buckles, leading in a horse on 
which Queen Elizabeth I was riding side-saddle. With his 
spectacles taken from him (there weren’t such things in 
those days), he was not a very happy courtier. Fortunately, 
the horse was friendly!

For the Grand Finale, the boys of Christ’s College led in 
and formed a circle all around the ground and then divided 
the circle into segments, which we then filled in turn until 
the whole field was a mass of young people singing….
lovely!

Within a few years, we were all becoming a little too old 
to be called “Youth” – in fact, we had put up the qualifying 
age a couple of times as our Chairman, Derek Jay, was 
in danger of exceeding the limit. By then, too, many of us 
were married and were starting our own families, but I like 
to think we were all able to look back on those days with 
pleasure.

Wishing all readers of SJN our warmest wishes for the 
festival of freedom – Chag Pesach Samei’ach!

Events@BHPS 
Friday 22 April 2016 - BHPS Communal Seder
Our Communal Seder will be conducted by Rabbi 
Elli at the synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road at 6.30 
pm (arrive from 6 pm). Tickets cost £12.50 for 
members and friends and £20 for non-members. 
Children under 13 are free.

To book a place, please call Sarah on 07841 
488620 or 01273 501604 sarah.winstone@ntlworld.
com 

Please contact the office if you would like to 
purchase Haggadah B’Chol Dor Va-Dor, which will 
be used at the Seder. 

Saturday 7th May 
Following the Shabbat morning Service we will be 
rededicating the plaque in honour of those from our 
synagogue who lost their lives in World War Two. 

1.00 – 2.30 pm, our guest speaker will be Naomi 
Wayne from the British Shalom-Salaam Trust.

Sunday 8th May, 2 – 5 pm, Bring and Buy Sale. 
Bring along books, plants, cakes and unwanted 
gifts!

‘Israel - a light unto nations?’
A talk by Naomi Wayne

Shabbat, 7 May 2016, 1:00-2:30 PM
Naomi Wayne will talk about some of the projects that are 

supported by the charity, the British Shalom-Salaam Trust and 
the lessons they teach us about Israel today. Along with the 

congregation, she hopes to explore the challenges presented by 
these projects, including racism, poverty, hatred, violence and a 
profoundly unequal and divided society. She will also be asking 
participants to consider whether diaspora Jews in Britain have 

a contribution to make in tackling these issues in Israel, and 
whether we have some responsibility to try to heal Israel’s deeply 

troubled soul.    
The Mission Statement of the British Shalom-Salaam Trust is as 

follows: 
“The British Shalom-Salaam Trust is a Jewish initiative 

established in 2004 with supporters from all faiths and none. It 
is the only British Jewish grant-giving charity whose sole role is 
to work both within Israel’s 1967 borders (the ‘Green Line’) and 
the Occupied Territories (West Bank including East Jerusalem, 

Golan and Gaza). The groups we fund engage in human 
rights, education, health, social care, anti-poverty action, inter-
communal cooperation, refugee rights, the environment, culture 

and sport.” 

Memories of the B & H Liberal Synagogue Youth Group, Part 2
by Renée Luper

1952 Old Age Home • 1961 New Church Road Synagogue (BHHC)
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Are You an Inner or an Outer? 
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 

Communal Pesach Seder

The miraculous end to the years of slavery in Egypt is 
celebrated on Pesach. Pharaoh dreamt of annihilating the 
Jewish people with a two-pronged attack: To physically 
destroy a portion of the people and to actively promote the 
assimilation of the remainder, thereby effectively eliminating 
their Jewish identity. Pharaoh’s evil dream was forever swept 
away in the waters of the Red Sea.

The Haggada relates:  For in every generation they stand up 
against to destroy us ... 

In every generation, ‘Pharaohs’ arise who share the evil hope 
of the ancient Egyptian monarch. In recent memory, Hitler 
reduced the number of Jews by one-third, annihilating six 
million of our people physically and destroying many of our 
spiritual institutions. Many of our people have structured 
their lives around the principle ‘never again’. But have they 
channeled this powerful feeling into combating only one 
prong of Pharaoh’s attack - the physical? Incredibly, so many 
of us fail to realise that we face another equally great threat 
– spiritual assimilation, the second aspect of the ancient 
Pharaoh’s attack. It has tragically destroyed the identity of 
millions of Jews in recent years and the trend threatens to 
continue.

At this time the nation seems to be pre-occupied with the 
impending EU referendum; ‘are you an inner or and outer?’ 
is a question I seem to be asked constantly and, indeed, find 
myself asking others. For my own reasons, I’m probably an 
outer, although I feel that none of us has sufficient knowledge 
to make a truly balanced, informed decision. However, a 
number of people - friends, family and colleagues - have 
made the following point, which may have some merit. There 
are countries and groups within the EU which are inclined to 
ban various aspects of our religion, foremost amongst them 
Shechita and Milah (circumcision). Surely, as British Jews, we 
would be better off to be out of the EU which, at some time in 
the future, could implement such bans without even the need 
for a democratic vote?! I’m not necessarily convinced by this 
argument, one could say such elements exist in this country 
and EU membership could protect us from them, but the fact 
we are even discussing such a ban and I don’t hear anyone 
saying it is inconceivable shows us just how real the spiritual 
threat is. 

Negative attitudes towards Israel are constantly hardening 
and becoming more ‘acceptable’. The genocidal attitude of 
Hamas to all Jews, no different than Hitler’s, does not seem 
to deter very prominent politicians from describing its leaders 
as friends. Even if they were ‘only’ anti-Israel I have great 
difficulty in disassociating Jews from Israel; as an overtly 
visible Jew I know that if there are problems in Gaza I hear 
about it when I walk down the street in Hove.

The Haggada continues:  and the Holy One blessed be He 
saves us from their hand.

The continued existence of our people is inextricably bound 
up with our Father in Heaven and, importantly, our bond with 
Him. Jewish survival since the Exodus is no less miraculous 
than the story we will tell at the Seder night. We have faced 
the most terrible oppression and persecution and we are 
still here.  Just as the Exodus required the involvement 
and commitment of the Israelites through the Mitzva of the 
Paschal Lamb so nowadays, the more involvement we have 
in G-d’s Torah the greater our bond with Him. 

They say a pessimist is an optimist with experience! Well, 
the experience of our people has taught us to be optimists, 
whatever the situation. What is important is that we are 
‘inners’ those who join in and involve themselves with 
the community, not just one aspect but both prongs. The 
physical, such as social and security, and the spiritual 
particularly Torah study and prayer. 

Alan Dershowitz, the renowned American lawyer writes the 
following:  ‘… no group in America is less knowledgeable 
about its traditions, less familiar with its language than the 
Jews …. More Jews can tell you the name of Jesus’ mother 
than Abraham’s father…. We get our history from Fiddler on 
the Roof, our traditions from canned gefilte fish, our Bible 
stories from television, our culture from Jackie Mason….’

Whether Dershowitz is entirely right or what extent this 
applies to Anglo Jewry is debatable but what is certain is 
that there is a lot of truth in his sentiments. No matter what 
our age, no matter what our stage in life it is time for us to 
become ‘inners’ in both aspects of Jewish life. 

Perla and I wish the entire community a Happy and Kosher 
Pesach.

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

We will be holding our Communal Seder on 
Friday 22 April. The Seder will feature a beautiful 
meal including homemade fish, and a meat main 
course served with red and white wine. Vegetarian 
option available. 

The price is an incredible £10, subsidized to a 
great extent so as to enable everyone to attend. 

Final booking date is Sunday 17 April.

For further details please contact the Shul office 
on 01273 888 855 or office@bhhc-shul.org.

1966 Palmeira Avenue Synagogue (Reform HC - started c. 1956)
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BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org   https://www.facebook.com/BrightonReform

BrightonReform

Is Pinocchio a Jew?
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

Recently, a group of pro-Israel students at Columbia 
University, New York, decided to counter, in a creative 
way, the hate fest known as “Israel Apartheid Week”. As 
in other Universities, the usual bunch of extremists had 
set up the customary reproduction of the “apartheid wall”. 
Ironically, it is called a “security barrier”, but for these 
people, Jews have no right to security. On it, they included 
gruesome pictures of alleged, suffering Palestinian 
children (quite often, these photos are taken elsewhere 
in the Middle East) and various leaflets and publications, 
which, as always, are full of lies.

The pro-Israeli students gave leaflets and various literature 
to the passers-by and displayed informative panels to 
expose the lies of the anti-Semites. They also brought a 
big inflatable puppet of Pinocchio, the puppet liar, whose 
nose grew every time he lied. It’s a character from a 19th 
century Italian children’s novel.

I happen to 
think that 
the sight of a 
giant, colourful 
Pinocchio 
next to the 
fake apartheid 
wall, and other 
gruesome 
pieces of 
Palestinian 
propaganda, 
is actually 
quite funny. 

But my opinion is not shared by the head of the local 
chapter of an anti-Israel organisation called “Jewish 
Voices for Peace”. What an interesting choice of a name, 
for a group whose main goal is the destruction of the 
State of Israel! He was deeply offended by the sight of 
Pinocchio, so he wrote to the University officers. ‘As a 
Jew’, he had always been taught that Pinocchio is an 
anti-Semitic puppet, because of his nose. So it was highly 
offensive, for this poor, sensitive, soul, to see a giant 
Pinocchio in a University campus. 

As someone who grew up in the land of Pinocchio, I 
know one or two things about this famous puppet. I am 
fairly certain that its nose has nothing to do with Jewish 
caricature. As a matter of fact, the author of Pinocchio, 
Ambrogio Lorenzini, also known as Carlo Collodi, was a 
Left Wing Freemason, who advocated voting rights for 
women, called for the emancipation of the Jews, and was 
a firm believer in the values of democracy and nationalism. 
He was quite the opposite of the Muslim fundamentalists 
and the Communist extremists, who each year set up 
the hate fest known as “Week of the Israeli apartheid”. 
As much as I have read interpretations of the story of 
Pinocchio, there are numerous versions of them, I never 
heard that it was an anti-Semitic stereotype. 

So the militant ‘Jewish Voice for Peace’ was lying. And 
he was adding another lie to the many he is already 
spreading. He actually twisted Jewish values; compassion 
and care for the rights of the minorities, into its opposite, 
turning it into a weapon against Israel, and against the 
rights of the Jewish people to self-determination and 
survival. He was using a Jewish value against the Jewish 
people. 

This story may tell us something about Purim. On Purim, 
we celebrate the defeat and damnation of our enemies, 
first and foremost Haman (boooh!). But before that, 
before the masquerade, the drinking and the mess, we 
celebrate Shabbat Zakhor, the Shabbat of Remembrance. 
During this Shabbat we read the command, the precept 
to remember, not to forget Amalek, and all the enemies of 
our people, who had too many opportunities to attack us 
throughout our history.

That is what Purim is about. To celebrate the defeat of 
our enemies, but at the same time not to lose sight of, 
not to forget, that anti-Semites are still out there and we 
need to be vigilant. Sometimes, they can be sneaky and 
well-connected politicians, like Haman (boooh!). Other 
times, they can be idiotic thugs who understand only the 
language of violence, like Amalek. Other times, they may 
speak the lofty language of human rights, and pretend 
to know about Jewish values. They can even pretend to 
teach. But they lie…just like Pinocchio.

Saturday 2

Sunday 3

Thursday 7 

Saturday 9 

Friday 15

Saturday 16 
 

 

Friday 22 

Saturday 23

 
Friday 29

 
Saturday 30

Shabbat Doroteinu, 10.30 am

Community Tea, 2.30 pm

Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm

Book Club, 9.15 am 
Bar Mitzvah of Oliver Walker, 10.30 am

Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Rabbi’s Shiur – Pesach, 9.00 am
Service led by BM students and Baby naming 
followed by special Kiddush, 10.30 am
Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 am
youth Group 13yrs-15yrs, 7.00 pm
Havdala on the beach, 7.30 pm

Erev Pesach 
Friday night Shabbat service, 6.00 pm

Special Shabbat Doroteinu, 10.30 am 
2nd Night Communal Seder, 6.30 pm

7th day Pesach service, 10.30 am

Shoot the Rabbi - Q&A, 10.30 am 
Lamed Havdala & Mimouna, 6.00 pm

Bulletin Board - April

2004 Middle Street closed for regular services • 2016 250th anniversary
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What’s on: April 2016     
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 

 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport. 
Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth look at the 
Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. Enjoy herbal 
teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 8.00 pm at Chabad House 01273 
321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk 

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   
Tel:  01273 503708.

 � Chutzpah Choir 4 voices – contact jkfuller21@hotmail.com

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 members / £3.00 

guests. 

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 � Mummy and Me (0-2 years) Baby Group at Torah Montessori Nursery from 

11.00 am to 1.00 pm.  Enjoy the company, spacious well-equipped area, a light 
brunch and music time!

 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 8.15 - 
9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 
month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30 - 5.00 
pm, CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN APRIL 
      Sunday 3
 � Community Tea at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm.  

 
Wednesday 6

 � JACS at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 
members £3.00 non-members 
 
Friday 8

 � Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the May 2016 
issue.  Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org 
  
Sunday 10   

 � ‘Brighton Beautiful’ Judith Silver & Polina Shepherd in concert 
Brighton Unitarian Church, New Road, Brighton BN1 
1UF at 6.00 pm.  For more information, go to http://www.
polinashepherd.co.uk/jsps-concert

 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents ‘Bethlehem’. Drinks available. 
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 
  
Wednesday 13   

 � JACS at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 
members £3.00 non-members 
 
Monday 18  

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) with guest speaker 
Marion Friend - Desert Island Discs at 10.45 am Ralli Hall, 
Denmark Villas, Hove (£1.50). Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email 
esther@ajr.co.uk  
 
Wednesday 20  

 � JACS at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 
members £3.00 non-members 
 
Friday 22  

 � Worthing & District Jewish Community Communal Seder 
Commencing 6.30 pm (prompt), Quaker Meeting House, 34 Mill 
Road, Worthing, BN11 5DR. All enquiries to Ian: 01903 779 720 
or barbaraian@uwclub.net  
 
Wednesday 27  

 � JACS at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 
members £3.00 non-members

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 1
Fri 8
Fri 15
Fri 22
Sun 24
Thurs 28
Fri 29

NOTABLE DATES
Friday 22
Saturday 23
Thursday 28 
Friday 29
Saturday 30

Out 

Sat 2
Sat 9
Sat 16
Sat 23

Sat 30

Light Candles 

7.16 pm
7.27 pm
7.39 pm
7.50 pm

8.00 pm
8.01 pm

Erev Pesach -1st Seder
1st day Pesach – 2nd Seder
Erev 7th day Pesach 
Erev 8th day Pesach 
Pesach Ends 9.18 pm

Please contact the activity organisers to determine whether any 
sessions will be pre-empted by the Passover holiday.Havdalah 

8.26 pm
8.38 pm
8.51 pm
9.04 pm
9.06 pm

9.18 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their vehicle.

JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON
The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, HOVE
The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and 
Kosher bread available weekly by 
courtesy of Lubavitch Brighton 

from Premier Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your 
order so that we know how many to 
supply. Orders can be collected on 

Thursdays or Fridays. 


