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As readers of SJN already know this is an important year 
for the Jewish Community but also for the City of Brighton & 
Hove as, together, we all recognise the first Jewish citizen of 
Brighton 250 years ago.

I am delighted to be able to announce the events that 
are planned to recognise this momentous year. There is 
something for everyone, some ticketed some free, so please 
do get involved. Buy tickets and come along and support 
the community and the City as we embark on the 250th 
Anniversary of Judaism in this great City.

It has been a pleasure to direct and coordinate the work of 
so many different people in order to put this programme 
together and you can see it now on page 7.

We are all delighted to be working with the Brighton Fringe 
(and you must buy tickets through them from today). 
We also thank the Historical Society for their incredible 
research work.

The opening day on Sunday, May 8th is centred on Middle 
Street Synagogue whilst the unveiling of the Blue Plaque on 
July 14th, will be carried out by the Lord Lieutenant.

See you during this important year for us all.

Ivor Caplin

Director 250th Anniversary Events.
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the Jewish community across the region.
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In the lead up to the spring 
holidays, it is important to take a 
look at what the UK government 
might be up to these days.

The government is apparently 
drafting new regulations to the 
Highways Act that will ban all 
bumper stickers and window 
signs from cars that advise that 
there is a “Baby On Board”.  
These are believed to be a 
distraction to other drivers who, 
when getting close enough to 
read the words, end up in rear 
end accidents. This is supposed 

to bring UK law into conformity 
with the latest European 
Directive on motor vehicle safety.  

Having recently announced it will 
be banning anti-Israel boycotts, 

Westminster is backing 
down from criticism that the 
proposed ban is a gross attack 
on democratic freedoms. The 
rumour circulating is that in order 

to reduce expenditure on police 
services owing to anti-Israel 
demonstrations, the government 
may be intending on following 
the precedent of Edward I by 
considering whether to force 
Jews to leave Britain by an as 
yet undetermined date.  

Finally, the Prime Minister will be 
wishing our community a Happy 
Purim and a happy anniversary.

Chag Purim sameach.

One or more of these stories is a 
Purim spiel.  Can you tell which 

one(s) are real?
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
•	 are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
•	 accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•							welcome	readers’	contributions	but	reserve	the	right	to	edit,	cut,	decline	
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.
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Your News
Births
Mazel tov to:
•  Mazel tov to Richard & Tara Dargavel (members of BHRS) 

on the birth of their son Levi Jack who was born on 6th 
February 2016.

•  Mazel tov to Rabbi Vivian & Mrs Lynette Silverman on the 
birth of a grandson in Israel.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Nathan Esterman, Berry Hedley, Alan Israel, Sam 
Jacobs, Jennifer Priestman, Arthur Thei, Peter Zelnik, Rachel 
Zoob and all who have special birthdays this month.

Get Well 
We wish a refuah sheleimah to Alan Besbrode, Kathy  
Bennis, Diana White and all who are unwell or in hospital at 
the present time..

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Douglas (Duggie) Alex-
ander z’l, Geoffrey Alexander z’l (father of Lawrence), Arnold 
Bloom z’l (father of Wendy), Renee Brookes z’l, Ivor Collins 
z’l (husband of Jean and brother of Michael), Rose Farrell z’l 
and Joe Rents z’l (husband of Renee and father of Lorraine, 
Michael and Benice).

Thank You 
Susan Conway would like to express her appreciation to 

Rabbonim, family and friends for their support and kindness 
following her recent operation.

Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association
Wanted: Do you have experience in building 

maintenance, property or housing management or a 
background in legal/company secretarial work?

If so, Brighton and Hove Jewish Housing Association 
would like to hear from you with a view to possibly 

joining our Board or acting as an adviser. Please email 
the Chairman at bahjha@gmail.com

Accommodation wanted

Sussex Jewish Representative 
Council has been contacted by 
an Israeli theatre group who 
are planning to put on a show 
at the Brighton Festival and 
will be here between May 9th 
and May 17th.

There are six in the group and they are in need of 
somewhere to stay during their visit to the City. 
Could you help by providing accommodation for 
one or more of them?

Please let us know at: 
sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com

JACS
by Shirley Jaffe 

As many readers will know, JACS has been in difficulty for 
some time, with dropping numbers and a severe lack of 
new and especially younger members.  When I say younger, 
I am not talking about youngsters - but people under 75!  
Most of all, we need newly retired people coming in who 
will be able to  take on running of the club, perhaps have 
new ideas and bring it up to date and certainly to come onto 
the committee. Our last meetings when we had speakers, 
included a wonderfully illustrated talk about walking the 
Coastal Path from Minehead to Poole - we felt as if we had 
been on  a wonderful outing without having to move from 
our chairs - and an informative talk about the history of the 
Women’s Masonic movement.  Today was mostly a member’s 
discussion about how the Club could proceed in future, if 
any future was possible. I then led a short session sharing of 
memories about our early experiences with different forms 
of transport - be it early flights in military aircraft during the 
wartime, or being a small child being taken out by neighbours 
or uncles for the first time in a motor car - or Moss telling 
how he watched the Jewish fellows standing up against the 
Mosleyite Brown Shirts at Gardners’ Corner, from the top of a 
trolley bus when he was a little boy!

On 18 February we held our AGM. Our wonderful secretary, 
Janice Greenwood, who has been in office, often covering 
other roles, from temporary Treasurer to Programmer and 
Chairman for more than ten years, is retiring. Not one person 
has come forward to fill her place on the committee, let 
alone take on the secretarial role. Our two excellent “catering 
officers” have also resigned during the year, and no-one is 
prepared to deal with the teas each week, let alone make 
sandwiches, should we require them for a special occasion.  
Our membership secretary, Estelle, and vice Chairman, 
Elaine, also resigned through ill health. There is absolutely no 
way I can continue without a Secretary and other members 
of the committee. Our membership has taken a thirty three 
per cent cut in the last year, through illness, death and people 
moving away. It is now embarrassing sometimes to have an 
experienced or professional speaker come to an audience of 
seven or eight people.  

So unless a small miracle happens in the next week, I am sad 
to say that even our provisional plan to cease meeting on a 
weekly basis and go monthly instead, as long as our funds 
hold out, is untenable.  Anyone who can help to prevent this 
being our last meeting, please call me on 01273 775461, 
or come to the AGM and put your suggestions up for the 
meeting to discuss.

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

1766 Israel Samuel - first Jewish resident
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Hyman Fine House 
by Natasha Carson and Mark Pady

We would like to invite you to a 
special community synagogue service 
on Saturday 19 March. Our services 
are always open to all but once every 
few months we like to encourage 
members of the community who 

are perhaps not regular visitors to our home. This is a good 
opportunity to catch up with people living in the home and 
to have a look round. There will also be a tasty Kiddush of 
home-made treats, so why not pop by from 10.15am?

Recent highlights of life in the home have included a very 
popular Carnival/Samba day with lots of drums and dancing 
and Brazilian food, an ongoing photography project helping 
residents to personalise their space and our new ‘chicken 
themed’ creative groups thanks to funding and support from 

an organisation called Hen Power. Hen Power believe, as 
we do, in the importance of being able to care for animals, 
particularly chickens, and helps care homes to fulfil this 
vision. 

As always, if you feel you could spare us some time to help 
volunteer as a 
regular or for a 
one-off event, 
please contact 
Natasha or Mark 
on 01273 688226.

Bernie and Albara 
getting into the 
Carnival spirit. 

The first show we’re going to be doing is based on the 
programme ‘Broadway Musicals - a Jewish Legacy’ - 
musicals written by Jewish composers through the decades. 
There are hundreds! 

We are going to do a song or two from each of many of them. 
All staged and in costumes. I want to use a lot of the big 
chorus numbers to get everyone involved. 

There was a great turnout on Sunday 7 February at Ralli Hall, 
however, we still need more people to go on stage! 

All abilities welcome. There will be no auditions for chorus 
numbers. We are also in desperate need of dancers, 
musicians, scenery painters and scenery schleppers!!!

Come along and join the throng. Please contact Diane Lewis 
at Rallihallshow@aol.co.uk

In the last issue of SJN, we focused on 
the launch of our wonderful, new Helping 
Hands bus and mentioned Liz Shaw’s call 
for new volunteer drivers to bolster the 
ranks of the current team. The editorial 
that month reminded readers of the crucial 
role of volunteers across a whole range of 
Jewish community activities, celebrating 

that ‘we have people who are prepared to give their time and 
skills for the benefit of others’.

Helping Hands would like to reflect this theme in this issue. 
We are asking you this month when winter seems finally to 
have caught us up, to consider a warming gesture of offering 
some volunteering help to others who would really benefit.

Driving the bus may not be to everyone’s taste, but maybe 
you might like to take charge of the bus when it is used on 
average four times each week including for teas at AJEX 
Hall, as well as being loaned out to others. But there are also 
many varied ways that you can help clients, whether you are 
working, retired, somewhere in between or a young person. 

Helping Hands volunteers visit those who are housebound or 
in hospital, provide befriending in person and through regular 
calls and they also can give practical help in the home from 

shopping to financial and legal form-filling. Volunteers also 
accompany Helping Hands clients to medical appointments, 
and are on hand to prepare for and run the regular teas.

More than half of the volunteers on our database are active 
on a regular basis – and they are the engine room of the 
charity. They ensure Helping Hands can take on some 20 jobs 
each month to support clients. They are on hand wherever 
needed, whether cleaning out a washing machine, taking 
clothes or books to charity shops or even conveying an ailing 
budgie to the vet (is that Helping Claws?)

Helping Hands is run for the community by the community 
and for everyone, no matter whether you belong to a 
synagogue or not, or if you do, no matter which one. And the 
same applies to current and prospective volunteers who our 
clients rely on and appreciate so much. So, for example, we 
would love to have some young volunteers to help clients 
with online shopping, Skype or Facetime with their family and 
friends.

Whether it be driving the bus, helping run the teas or the 
other activities described here, Helping Hands cannot do 
any of this without a big band of volunteers, who deserve the 
thanks of the whole community. Please come forward and 
we’ll find something that can work for you.

Helping Hands
by Jason Lever

Broadway Musicals - a Jewish Legacy 
by Diane Lewis

01273 747722

1782 Emanuel Hyam Cohen - founder of the community  • 1792 First Synagogue - Jew Street
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Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams

In response to the letter from Godfrey Gould in last issue, 
I need to “put up my hands” and accept my mistake 
concerning the Kosher Meat Kitchen at Mark Luck Hall. 
However, as a caveat, I have no hesitation to advise my 
readers that Mark Luck Hall can only hold a limited number of 
diners – it is not much larger than the Stephen Magrill Lounge 
at Ralli Hall, which is often used just as an annexe to our 
Great Hall, which can comfortably hold well over 100 diners.

Interestingly and happily, my rather ‘doom & gloom’ article 
last month has already had some positive effect, as this 
week Maxine Gordon, our Centre Manager and I, are to be 
interviewed by our local TV Station, Latest TV, about the 
future of Ralli Hall, despite my article being rather more about 
the future of our local community, which is potentially and 
unfortunately, a lot more “rocky”, than the future of Ralli Hall. 
We shall just have to wait and see!

Again on a positive note, you will see elsewhere some initial 
information about a new venture – a show at Ralli Hall – it has 
been over 15 years since the last show was put on by RHATS 
(Ralli Hall Amateur Theatrical Society). A meeting, called by 
Diane Lewis, was held at Ralli Hall at the beginning of the 
month, with over 60 enthusiastic people of all ages present 
which, hopefully, will lead to an exciting event by members of 
our Community – great!

We have not yet fixed the date for the next AGM, but it will 
most likely be in early June. I will again be inviting more input 
from the next generation, as quite forcefully stated last month.

In the meantime, I very much look forward to seeing you at 
Ralli Hall.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer

The nights are starting to get a little brighter, so hopefully we 
can start looking forward to the spring and better weather.
We are so grateful to Jill Richards and the Bridge players who 
over the past 10 years have donated almost £10,000 to The 
Lunch and Social Club. Such a wonderful gesture from the 
ladies. A big thank you must also go to the very kind people 
who have celebrated birthdays recently and suggested 
donations to our charity. We are very lucky to have been 
chosen as a recipient of these gifts.
We would like to welcome Roy Davies as a regular volunteer 
on a Tuesday and already he is a great asset to us. We are 
always looking for volunteers and if you have any special 
skills e.g. fundraising, arts and crafts, singing, etc. and you 
have some spare time, please give me a call. I would love to 
hear from you.
We have started our Bridge Classes on a Thursday morning 
and Computer classes are in the afternoon. We are also 
planning to have a speaker once a month on a Thursday after 
Lunch.
On Thursday March 3rd at 1:30pm, Chief Superintendent Nev 
Kemp, the Divisional Police Commander for Brighton & Hove, 
will be talking with the members of the Ralli Hall Lunch and 
Social Club. This will be an informal conversation with Sussex 
Police’s lead officer for Brighton & Hove. 

On an average week we have 70 to 80 members coming 
to enjoy our lovely lunch, most of whom participate in our 
activities but if you would like to just come to enjoy lunch we 
will make you very welcome.
If you would like any more information on any of the above, 
please give me a call on 01273 739999.

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/L’chaim 

project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk

1808 Second Synagogue - Poune’s Court  • 1823/4 Brighton Hebrew Congregation
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Brighton Jewry 250
Programme of Events for the Year Ahead 
The only way to book tickets for any of the ticketed events 
during 250th Anniversary events is by going to  
www.brightonfringe.org and go to the Box Office.  
Ticket sales commence on 3rd March 2016.

Sunday 8 May – Opening Day

•  Guided Bus Tour and visit to Middle Street Synagogue 
commencing 10.30 am. Tickets £12 (U16 £8)

•  London Jewish Male Voice Choir at Middle Street 
Synagogue, tickets £25, doors open at 6.45 pm.

Monday 9 May

•  Open Day at Middle Street Synagogue 11.00 am-4.00 pm. 
Tickets £3 (U16 Free)

Tuesday 10 May 

•  Open Day at Middle Street Synagogue 11.00 am-4.00 pm. 
Tickets £3 (U16 Free)

•  Dr Sharman Kadish, Director of Jewish Heritage, will deliver 
the 250th Anniversary Lecture, “Middle Street Shul and 
Judaism in Brighton”  at Ralli Hall Denmark Villas, Hove. 
7.45 pm (Tickets £6)

Wednesday 11 May 

•  Open Day at Middle Street Synagogue 11.00 am-4.00 pm. 
Tickets £3 (U16 Free)

Thursday 11 May

•  Open Day at Middle Street Synagogue 11.00 am-4.00 pm. 
Tickets £3 (U16 Free)

Sunday 15 May

•  Guided Bus Tour and visit to Middle Street Synagogue 
commencing at 10.30 am. Tickets £12 (U16 £8)

•  Open Afternoon at Middle Street Synagogue 2.00 pm-4.30 
pm. Tickets £3 (U16 Free)

Sunday 22 May

•  Open Day at Middle Street Synagogue 11.00 am-4.00 pm. 
Tickets £3  (U16 Free)

Sunday 29 May 

•  Open Day at Middle Street Synagogue 11.00 am-4.00 pm 
Tickets £3 (U16 Free) 

June 2016

•  Centre for German-Jewish Studies Workshop on ‘250 
years’ at Sussex University commencing at 2.00 pm and 
concluding with a Reception at 6.00 pm. (Free entry but 
Registration required with the Centre for German-Jewish 
Studies at Sussex University)  

Thursday 14 July – Centrepiece event

•  Unveiling of the Blue Plaque by the Lord Lieutenant of East 
Sussex and Brighton & Hove to commemorate the 250th 
Anniversary of the first registered Jewish citizen of Brighton 
at 22 East Street, Brighton at 10.40 am (no ticket required).  
More details on this event will appear in the April edition of 
SJN.

Sunday 11 September 

•  Open Day at Middle Street Synagogue as part of the 
Brighton & Hove City Heritage Weekend. 11.00 am – 4.00 
pm. (Free entry)

Sunday 6 November

•  The AJEX Annual Remembrance service will take place at 
Middle Street Synagogue commencing at 4.15 pm as a 
conclusion to the 250th Anniversary year events. 

Brighton Jewry 250

From The Sussex Branch, Jewish Historical Society Of England

Brighton Jewry 250
by Michael Crook

This month we bring you exciting news of forthcoming 
events in celebration of 250 years of Jewish life in 
Brighton.

On 10 May, the Branch programme for 2015/16 will 
conclude with a Special Lecture on Brighton’s Jewish 
Heritage (including Middle Street Synagogue) from Dr 
Sharman Kadish, the Director of Jewish Heritage UK and 
an acknowledged expert on the architecture and origins 
of synagogues in the UK. This will be at Ralli Hall as usual 
(7.30 for 7.45), but on this occasion we are moving to 
the Main Hall. The event will shortly be advertised to the 
general public in the Brighton Festival Fringe programme. 
As we are charging £6 for this event, Society members 
will be entitled to complementary tickets, available at our 
meeting on Tuesday 29 March, or by email request to the 
address below.

I am also delighted to announce that our application 
to erect a Blue Plaque at 22 East Street, to mark the 

250 years has been accepted and final details are now 
being confirmed. The likely date is Thursday 14 July 
at 11.00 am and further information will be available 
shortly. We are expecting to be joined by local dignitaries, 
and representatives of the Board of Deputies. This will 
undoubtedly be a very significant date for the Brighton 
Jewish community.

Work on preparing the Anthology for the printer is 
underway and it will be available in the spring. Our thanks 
to all who have contributed. We are conscious that there 
are many other stories we have not uncovered and 
which should be recorded as part of the history of our 
community. One possibility is the setting up of a website, 
based on the Anthology, to which individuals could add 
further information, but this needs specialist management. 
If anyone is prepared to consider involvement in this 
extension to the Anthology project, please contact me 
as soon as possible at the following email address: 
amcrook321@gmail.com.

 1824/5 Original Devonshire Place Synagogue • 1826 Florence Place Cemetery (Prayer House by David Mocatta)
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Holocaust Memorial Day 
2016

The 27th January 2016 marked the 
71st anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, as well as the 
21st anniversary of the Genocide in 
Srebrenica, Bosnia. The day, entitled 
in the UK as International Holocaust 
Memorial Day, was marked by a 
number of events in Brighton and Hove 
under the theme Don’t Stand By.

The events were organised for the 
first time by the Brighton and Hove 
Holocaust Education Project, a 
volunteer group of local people from 
across the community, whose own 
slogan was Building Bridges and 
Respecting Difference. The Project was 
formed after the Brighton & Hove City 
Council ceased its own commemoration 
of HMD due to budget cuts in 2015. 
According to member Winston Pickett, 
the Project’s committee, consisting of 
Ivor Richards, Doris Levinson, Michael 
Davids, Paul Harrington (from Carden 
School), Susan Kingsley and Bryan 
Huberman, “brought differing roles 
and contributions according to their 
strengths – compelled by the conviction 
that HMD needs to be commemorated 
at a local level”.

The commemoration opened with 
talks by Brighton & Hove Mayor, 
Lynda Hyde, and by Youth Mayor, 
Wednesday Croft and took place in 
Brighton’s Old Courtroom, which had 
been made available by the Council. 
Its first half highlighted the contribution 
of local school pupils, many of whom 
participated. Eighty pupils and their 
teachers from Carden School, St 
Lukes, Carlton Hill, Hove Park School, 
Blatchington Mill and Varndean School 
packed the room to hear drama and 
music, readings, dance as well as Amira 
Herz from JFS in London who gave a 
moving account of a personal family 
story. A string quartet from Blatchington 
Mill greeted visitors before the event 
began. 

Pupils of Carden School. Photo by Oren Teichmann

Pupils of HovePark School. Photo by Oren 
Teichmann

Susan Kingsley, of Brighton & Hove 
Progressive Synagogue, told the story 
of the synagogue’s own treasured 
Czech Scroll. Rescued in 1942 and 
discovered in a disused Prague 
synagogue in the 1960s, the sefer torah 
was all that remained of the destroyed 
Jewish community of Frydek-Mistek. 
The scroll was among other scrolls and 
Judaica that survived WWII and reached 
the UK in the 1960s. The Progressive 
Synagogue’s scroll is number 1278, the 
digits of which add up to 18. It is called 
‘Chai’ by synagogue members, based 
on the word’s numerical value. 

Meanwhile, a three-part exhibit 
highlighting children’s responses to the 
Holocaust was on weeklong display 
at the Jubilee Library. In addition to 
handwritten compositions from year 
6 pupils at Carden Primary School in 
response to a visit by Bryan Huberman, 
who told the story of the survival and 
resilience of his late father, Alfred, 
students from Blatchington Mill 
designed an exhibit celebrating the 
life of Eastbourne resident and author, 
Dorit Oliver-Wolff. Finally, schools from 
across Brighton and Hove exhibited 
an unusual Lego project: each piece 
represented a family, with each ‘dot’ 
marking a single life – 20,000 in all. Two 
see-through containers were marked 
with the notation, ‘Another 550 boxes of 
Lego would be needed to represent the 

                    Lego project. Photo by Winston Pickett

Lego would be needed to represent the 
scale of the genocide. Makes you think 
doesn’t it?’ 

The second part of the afternoon 
featured Bryan Huberman, who told the 
story of his late father, Alfred Huberman, 
who survived the War and later came 
to the UK to settle in Hove. The moving 
account was particularly poignant, as 
if Alfred Huberman himself had told 
his story on HMD in Hove Town Hall in 
2005. 

This was followed by presentations and 
a panel discussion on this year’s HMD 
theme and contemporary challenges 
faced by Brighton-based organisations. 
It was chaired by Winston Pickett and 
featured Mahir Chowdary, chair of the 
Brighton & Hove Racial Harassment 
Forum, Chris Whitten, chairman of 
Friends, Families and Travellers, Richard 
Williams, vice-chair of City of Sanctuary 
and Rabbi Elisabeth Tikvah Sarah of 
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synaogue 
on behalf of the LGBT youth project, 
Allsorts.

Education Project members were 
satisfied that the day went well and 
are hoping to develop its work. Doris 
Levinson had received feedback 
that Holocaust Memorial Day had 
‘generalised’ Yom Ha’Shoah by 
marking other atrocities in addition 
to it, thus diluting the Holocaust’s 
devastating singularity. In response, 
she commented,“Yom Ha’Shoah is 
dedicated to Jews, commemorating 
the suffering and intended genocide of 
the Jewish people and is not intended 
to be commemorated by any other 
faiths.  Holocaust Memorial Day opens 
up the audience to our suffering. 
Other victims of atrocities that have 
happened throughout the world and 
are still happening are highlighted. 
HMD successfully commemorates 
the destruction of the Jewish people 
and also sparks a wider humanitarian 
awareness of genocide, hatred and 
mass murder, which continue to this 
day”.

Other events included the Sussex 
Jewish Film Club’s screening of 
Sarah’s Key, a journalist’s present-day 
investigation into the Velodrome d’Hiver 
Roundup of Jews in German-occupied 
Paris in 1942, which reveals a story 
of a young Jewish girl’s experiences 

Holocaust Memorial Day
by Yael Breuer

1838 First purpose built Synagogue - Devonshire Place (by David Mocatta)
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during and after the War; a silent vigil 
at the Quaker Meeting House and a 
play called Crystal’s Vardo at the Rialto 
Theatre, organised by the Friends, 
Families and Travellers, marking the 
story of Romany history. The Centre for 
German-Jewish Studies’ held its annual 
HMD event at the University of Sussex, 
supported by the Association of Jewish 
Refugees.

There have been various important 
Holocaust commemoration events in 
the local community over the years. 
In 2007, Brighton Latest magazine 
(and now TV) CEO Bill Smith’s opera 
Songs for the Betrayed World, was 
performed at the Komedia Theatre by 
the Life & Death Orchestra. Bill and 
Latest co-director Angi Mariani founded 
this in 1998 in order to set Holocaust 
survivors’ poetry to music.

In 2014 Bill and Angi, together with 
musicians Seth Morgan and Val Aviv, 
performed some of the Holocaust 
poems composed at the Latest Music 
Bar. Bill has for many years composed 
music and written plays to present 
the ways in which artists, musicians 
and writers depict the horrors of the 
Holocaust and other atrocities around 
the world. Over the years he has been 
invited to the Auschwitz museum, has 
interviewed and filmed survivors and 
poets in Warsaw, Krakow and the UK, 
including the late Hove-based artist 
and survivor Arnold Dhagani, and has 
shared his work with universities across 
the world. He said, “There are a lot of 
people who say that the arts do not 
have a place when remembering the 
Holocaust. But if you say that, you 
would never have had any protest 
music at all. If you’re going to tell the 
story of history, just writing it down 
sometimes is not enough. You need to 
record it so people hear it”.

HMD in Hastings
by Brian Linke

Hastings Borough Council hosted a 
Holocaust Memorial Day Service at St 
Mary-in-the-Castle on Saturday, 30 
January at 11.00 am. The event was 
organised by the Hastings & District 
Jewish Society and attended by local 
dignitaries. All members of the local 
community were invited to attend.

This year’s service had a talk by the 
Emeritus Archbishop of Southwark on 
the theme, “Don’t Stand By”. Other 
participants using this theme included 

the Acromax Performance Group with 
St Helen’s Academy, while St Richards 
College gave their interpretation 
of  “First They Came”. Secretary of 
State Amber Rudd M.P told us of the 
righteous who refused to stand by. 
Frances Elson told us the story of her 
family in “Escape to Auschwitz”.

Music was provided by Opera South 
East.

The Emeritus Archbishop with Amber Rudd 
MP

Youth Mayor’s 
Holocaust Memorial 
Address
by Wednesday Croft

For those of you who don’t know, my 
name is Wednesday Croft, and I’m 
Youth Mayor: this is a relatively new 
role. I am actually Brighton’s 6th Youth 
Mayor, ever, which is very exciting - 
essentially my role is to attend events 
similar to this one, and be a sort of 
ambassador for young people. I also 
get a cool sash, but it’s slightly less 
impressive than the traditional one you 
saw earlier!

When I was invited to speak here 
today, I was nervous about what to 
speak about, so I confess I did a bit of 
research about young people today and 
their perception of the holocaust. 

The vast majority of students in the 
particular survey I looked at, knew what 
the holocaust was, and 
some the horrific details 
of it, but had virtually 
no understanding of 
its context, with over 
a third of the young 
people thinking that 
the holocaust is what 
caused Britain to 
declare war on Germany 
- whilst I don’t want to 
get bogged down in 

statistics, I think it’s very important to 
draw attention to this particular one, 
because more than anything it really 
made me think about history and how 
we remember things. If we lose sight of 
why the holocaust happened, and how 
a terrible man lead a terrible movement 
to end so many innocent lives, it worries 
me that through more misconceptions, 
myths and misinformation we could 
be on the road to something similar. 
With all the global conflict going on at 
the moment, this seems the perfect 
time to highlight the atrocities that 
have happened before, and remind 
ourselves again of how crucial it is to 
stop anything like the horrors of the 
holocaust happening again. 

When a certain politician over the water, 
from a certain political party, with a 
certain ridiculous haircut calls for ‘a ban 
on all Muslims’ and believes that there 
is just cause for ‘24 hour surveillance on 
all Muslims’ and is still the front runner 
in this year’s presidential elections, 
for me, it is really worrying. Why is the 
world holding a whole faith responsible 
for the acts of a few? We do not blame 
all Christians for the KKK, and we 
should not let a large group of people 
be lumped into one basket, and blamed 
for the world’s problems, because it 
sounds awfully familiar…

I want to leave you with a quote from 
a poem by Rudyard Kipling called 
Recessional, and although the poem is 
actually about something completely 
unrelated, this line is often associated 
with wars and atrocities, and I think it 
is especially profound. It is a reminder 
of why we have memorial days like this 
one, and why education, especially of 
young people is so important, and so I 
say, as Rudyard Kipling said, “we must 
remember, lest we forget”.

Wednesday Croft is a pupil at Varndean 
School.  As Youth Mayor, her address 
was delivered at The Old Courtroom, 
Brighton.

Photograph by Oren Teichmann

1844 Murder of Chief Constable Henry Solomon  • 1846 Brighton Hebrew Philanthropic Society (now Welfare Board)
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Your views

Greetings from Estepona and Marbella
Although Sharon and I seem to flit backwards and forwards 
from here to the UK, we continue to be very much involved in 
community life.

The Estepona Jewish community is now very much part of 
the Marbella Jewish community and we are able to share 
our social events and High Holy Day services. We offer a 
varied social programme, much of which centres around 
food. Lunches, afternoon teas and chavurah suppers, all 
taking place in various locations in the area. Our July poolside 
supper was the best yet.

We are more than fortunate that some of our friends are 
excellent musicians and without prior warning, whilst 
they were seated and enjoying food and drink, I asked 
them to perform. None had previously met, but being true 
professionals, the entertainment was sensational.

We recently took a group to the Jewish Museum in Granada. 
This in itself would take pages to explain but perhaps the 
highlight of the visit was a young couple who performed 
Sephardic music for us. We had not told the group of this 
added surprise and they loved it.

We are soon to take a group to Cordoba, where we are 
hoping to hold a Friday night service in the Casa Sefarad 
Museum.

In addition we have several trips planned, as Andalucia is full 
of secrets of past Jewish life. One of the highlights is when 
friends from Sussex visit the Costa. It is always a pleasure 
to welcome them in our home or meet up within Malaga 
Province.

Our shul, services and social events are enjoyed not only by 
the local home-owners, but by holidaymakers too. If you wish 
to have further details, Doris can put you in touch with me.

One special couple recently sold their holiday home here and 
we miss them. I will not mention their names as being Angela 
and Stephen!

I was in the UK for Shabbat UK and I take this opportunity 
of thanking you all for the wonderful warmth of greeting. The 
Friday night at Ralli Hall was superb and of course it was 
so good to be sharing this with my family and friends and I 
extend a big thank you to Rabbi Pesach. I will also not forget 
Bertie Green and his friends who entertained everyone with 
their beautiful music. We would love to invite them to our 
lovely shul in Marbella and maybe I should try!

January 27th of course was Holocaust Memorial Day. We had 
wonderful readers taking part in the service and here I must 
mention Stephen Faull who recounted the experiences of his 
late father, Stanley. A fantastic story about life in the Camps 
and leading on to Stanley’s survival which Stephen delivered 
most movingly.

We send our warmest wishes to the Jewish Community of 
Sussex and may you all enjoy good health.

Gerry Crest

Governments and Anti-Israel Boycotts

The following is a copy of a letter from Councillor Nick 
Taylor to Doris Levinson.
Dear Mrs Levinson,

RE: LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION SCHEME 
CONSULTATION

I am writing to you in relation to the above consultation 
launched by the Department for Communities and Local 
Government, the central government department responsible 
for Local Authorities.

The DCLG has recently unveiled new proposals allowing 
the Secretary of State to prevent Councils from using their 
pension schemes to boycott Israel.

I recall before the last election you contacted me regarding a 
Notice of Motion proposed by Cllr Ben Duncan calling for a 
boycott of Israel. I hope I was able to assure you at the time 
that I would not support a motion of this nature.

I have responded to the consultation giving my backing to 
these new proposals. I feel that boycotts do nothing but add 
to the divisions in society. I also feel that anti-Israel sentiment 
is the last socially acceptable form of anti-Semitism and 
therefore must be resisted at all levels.

I therefore wanted to give you details of the consultation so 
that if you wanted to, you could also make a submission. 
Details are provided on the below web page.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/revoking-and-
replacing-the-local-government-pension-scheme

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any further 
assistance in the future.

Yours sincerely,

Cllr Nick Taylor

On 2 February 2016, Cllr Taylor also wrote:
Just to clarify: Ben Duncan, who is no longer a councillor, 
proposed a Notice of Motion in August and Council officials in 
September 2014 ruled it out of order. So thankfully there are 
no current motions on this matter.

 1852 c. Philip Salomon private Synagogue - Brunswick Terrace • 1875 Middle Street Synagogue (by Thomas Lainson)        
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Remembering...

From Michele Cohen

Ruth Sless z’l was Honorary 
Life Vice President of Hove 
Hebrew Congregation. Ruth 
received this worthy position 
in recognition of the many 
years she devoted to the 
shul and especially to her 
remarkable chairmanship 
of the Ladies Guild, during 
which time she organised 
many memorable events and 
functions. Ruth’s presence 
in the congregation was 
significant and she can be 
said to have been part of the 
very fabric of the community. 
She now enters into the 
synagogue’s illustrious 
chronicles. She will be 
greatly missed.

Ruth Sless (1922-2015) 

From Beryl Sharpe

My friendship with Ruth began when Sara, her youngest of four 
children, became friendly with my daughter Lisa, my eldest child, 
when the girls were four. We spent a lot of time in 294, Dyke Road, 
and I was always in awe of the way she coped with four small 
children, being the perfect doctor’s wife, entertaining, looking after 
her parents and being a leading light in the community.

I also went on to have three more children and every school holiday 
we would go on an ‘outing’. Ruth who had been a school teacher was 
the perfect guide. We did the Tower of London, Buckingham Palace 
and many more places of interest. The eight children were quizzed on 
the way home, but Ruth made every journey the greatest of fun.

Her Judaism and her Shul, Holland Road, were very important to her 
and every Yomtov and Shabbos were kept in the warmest and most 
traditional manner.

After the passing of her beloved Herzl she made the decision to 
go back to Israel, the land of her birth. Being Ruth, she made a 
wonderful life for herself in the Protea Retirement Village. We spoke 
most Friday mornings and she was always so eager to hear news of 
the people she had left behind and we still exchanged recipes and 
gossip. 

I’ll miss you Ruth.

From Laurel Woolfe

From the 1950s through to the 1990s the driving force behind the 
Brighton & Hove Children & Youth Aliyah Committee was Ruth Sless.

Being the wife of a busy doctor, and mother of four young children, 
you could have excused Ruth from too much involvement in our 
community - it was quite the opposite. Ruth was our Life Vice-
President and past Chairman. She was also totally committed to 
raising funds for the children in our villages in Israel.

Her enthusiasm and energy, her veritable chutzpah in getting 
brochure space or trudging the streets of Brighton and Hove for 
tombola gifts for our annual Dinner and Ball are legendary - nothing 
was too much effort for Ruth. Hosting and arranging coffee mornings, 
art auctions, dances, finding empty premises for our charity shops or 
a home for our annual lunch or tea.

We, on the Brighton & Hove Committee of Youth Aliyah, will 
remember Ruth fondly as a woman who, with a personal heavy 
workload, found time to help raise thousands of pounds to improve 
the lives of disadvantaged children in Israel.

She is sorely missed.

From Myrna Carlebach

Ruth and Herzl Sless were the instigators and supporters of the local 
B’nai B’rith committee, with the idea and realisation of a residential 
Hillel House in Brighton for university and college students.

For the first years they used the Queensmead Hotel in the Old Steine, 
owned by an Israeli couple. Subsequently, the Alan West company 
hostel for their engineering students, in Harrington Road, was bought 
fully-furnished in 1968. What Ruth Sless did, was to take care of the 
everyday running of the place, as far as the Jewish aspects were 
concerned. She took on the responsibility for shopping and menu 
planning, with the utmost care for Kashrut and economies. The 
latter often resulting in very lively discussions at House committee 
meetings between the committee and the student representatives. 
She also searched for domestic staff and checked on the cleanliness 
of the House.

There is a whole generation of graduates from the Universities of 
Sussex and Brighton (the first already on the verge of retirement), 
who have very fond memories of being catered for by Ruth.

Sussex Jewish News wishes Long Life to Ruth’s children Marian, 
Josepha, John and Sara and their families.

Remembering Ivor Collins z’l
by Jo Greenwood

Ivor Collins, age 82, passed away peacefully on Monday 8th 
February. He was born on 16th September, 1933 in Hove. He has a 
younger brother, Michael. 

Ivor attended Hove County Grammar School and then began an 
apprenticeship to become a Quantity Surveyor. During this time he 
was called up and did his National Service in the RAF.

Once back in civilian life he continued his apprenticeship and studied 
in the evenings until he qualified as a Quantity Surveyor. As Rabbi 
Rader recalled at his Layova, Ivor was a self-made man.

He met his beloved Jean in 1957 and they married on April 24th, 
1960 in Middle Street Synagogue. Ivor started working for the GLC 
and continued to do so for 30 years. He was a very patient and loving 
son-in-law helping to look after Jean’s mum, Lily for twenty-three 
years.

Ivor and Jean have always been community-minded. Ivor has 

held many positions in the voluntary 
community, from The Board of 
Management of the Shul, to Chairman 
of the B&H Charitable Youth Trust, the 
Housing Association, Vice-Chair of 
AJEX. He was also an active member 
of the Masonic Lodge. Jean and Ivor 
also spent many years working on the 
Functions Committee of the BHHC 
Shul.

Ivor was also a very keen and 
accomplished sportsman, from the Maccabi Football team, to Vice-
Chairman of the RAFA Cricket Club. He cycled and sprinted and he 
taught me to play tennis, as well as coaching all the Cheder kids to 
play cricket at our Henfield picnics. In later years he enjoyed playing 
bowls.

To us he was always ‘Uncle’ Ivor, and there could be no-one as close 
to being that reliable, knowledgeable, selfless, or as lovely a man that 
we called Uncle, as Ivor. We will all miss him terribly.

Tributes from friends and colleagues of Ruth Sless z’l

       1892 Sassoon Mausoleum • 1893 Florence Place Prayer House rebuilt (by Thomas Lainson)
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Daniel and I have made Aliyah. For 
me, it is a bit late in the day - 50 years 
late to be exact, as I am now 75 - but 
here we are. Finally. Just as soon as 
Daniel retired from his exhausting job 
as a doctor in a big London hospital, 
we knew that we were going to come. 
It wasn’t so much a decision, more an 
understanding. We still had to sell our 
house, and the plans that we humans 
make have a funny way of never 
going just the way we want them to. 
Everything took much longer. Of course! 
And our beloved black Labrador, Larni, 
was far too old and unwell to come. We 
had to wait for that very painful ending 
too. Wanting to hold onto her and yet 
wanting to come here; the other human 
conflict.

Then there is the family we have left 
behind. The children and grandchildren 
are still in the UK. Maya, our daughter, 
and her two children are in Brighton. 
She is considering making Aliyah, but 
needs to check it all out when she 
comes to visit us in March. I can’t wait 
for March to see them, yet I don’t want 
the time to rush by because every 
minute here is precious. Anton, our son, 
lives in Devon. He and his partner will 
visit, but have no plans to live here. This 
is the hard part, of course. When we 
told the children of our intention they 
were really supportive and encouraging. 

Maya said that I had given my life for 
them and now it was my turn. Anton 
also felt that I had to live the dream that 
has been only that for so long. 

Now it is reality. As a fervent Zionist I 
do not doubt for one minute my place 
here. And each day I feel blessed. We 
are particularly blessed to be living in 
Zichron Ya’akov. It is so beautiful. Last 
June, we made a trip to Israel to visit 
a number of places in the North, and 
out of the half dozen places we went 
to, Zichron was the place I fell in love 
with. Going up the hill by bus from 
Binyamina, I stared at the views in awe. 

They took my breath away. The blue 
Med on one side, and the Carmel range 
on the other. Finally, in November we 
arrived. That week was the Lech Lecha 
Torah reading. It felt very apt. Not quite 
as old as Abraham, I nevertheless have 
made the long journey here.

And what are our impressions? It might 
be easier if I just give a list, because 
otherwise I might be writing a megillah. 
Here it is:

The silence that is Shabbat, when the 
noise and (most) traffic stops. Shops 
close. It is truly peaceful. And where 
we live Shabbat is announced on a p.a. 
system by the playing of a beautiful 
piece of music that I used to dance to, 
when I was young. An old Israeli prayer.

The terrible driving, yet away from the 
roads Israelis go out of their way to 
help. I have had people in the street 
and in the shops write their names and 
telephone numbers on a piece of paper, 
urging me to call them if ever I needed 
more help.

The long list of things we had to do to 
become official citizens. After just three 
months, we will be able to get our Israeli 

passports. That will be a very special 
day.

Plastic recycling in recycling cages in 
the streets - no trees festooned with 
plastic shreds. But when the wind 
blows hard, some of the rubbish does 
fly about. And the poor feral cats tear 
through rubbish bags to find food. I do 
feed five of them with proper cat food, 
but it does make me sad to see them 
so hungry. And there is a lot of poverty 
in Israel.

Sugar on and in everything. But 
the glorious piles of fresh fruit and 
vegetables on sale provide a feast 
of colour. And because food actually 
tastes so real here, I have been able to 
stop using salt.

Living all the festivals openly and 
naturally. Never having to explain 
again to non-Jews what they are. Yom 
Mishpacha is also celebrated instead 
of Mother’s Day. Not having grown up 
in a Jewish neighbourhood in the UK, 
seeing all the signs and symbols of our 
festivals around me is still a novelty.

Trying to learn the language. 
Negotiating and ordering something 
with fragments of Hebrew, words on 
an app. and crossing our fingers. There 
are so many people who speak English, 
that I now understand why most English 
speakers who have been here for 
10/20 years say that they do not speak 
Hebrew.

Seeing a young Hasid dancing for joy to 
a blaring p.a. system on wheels, on the 

We Have Come Home
by Sylvie Schapira

Features

1918 Brighton Congregation renamed Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
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Remembering Maureen
by Godfrey R Gould

corner of a busy roundabout in Hadera. 
That could never happen in the U.K.

The kindness, friendliness, warmth of 
strangers and people we barely know.

In spite of the terrible stabbings that 
seem to happen on a daily basis, we 
feel secure here. Many Israelis are afraid 
to travel abroad. We hear such horrible 
news coming out of Europe, UK and 

USA. I am certainly aware how much 
more relaxed I am here. And it is not 
due to the sun, because we have had 
some very cold winter weather recently.

Israelis do seem happier. I had read 
that this was so, but I can vouch for it. 
They laugh more readily, smile more 
warmly, and are far more polite than the 
stereotype. But yes, there are the odd 
brusque, rude types (as 
anywhere).

There is much more of 
course. We are applying 
for our Israeli driving 
licences and we are 
buying a home. My life 
seems to have begun 
anew. I am busy in ways 
that I never knew in 
the UK. And once we 
are settled in our new 
home, I shall do some 
volunteering. There is 

plenty of opportunity for that. I cannot 
believe how lucky we are to be living 
here, and how privileged it is to be a 
part of the miracle that is Israel. 

If anyone is visiting Israel and Zichron 
after Pesach, please look us up. We 
would be more than happy to show you 
around. This is home, and I am proud to 
call it so.

Some of you may recollect that in 
August 2013 I wrote an article about 
my visit to Israel earlier that year, with 
the Tel Aviv University Living Legacy 
Mission. I wrote that I had dedicated 
my visit to the memory of my late wife 
Maureen, and that there is a small 
plaque recording that. I also mentioned 
that although I had bequeathed a legacy 
to the University, I was considering 
leaving a more tangible recognition. I 
had intended to write earlier of what I 
had decided, but I have thus far failed 
to do this. So now it is about time I 
finished what I started.

I met Maureen in Israel in 
1965 where we were both, but 
separately, on holiday, and we 
were married in the Western 
Synagogue, Crawford Place 
(now merged with Marble 
Arch), just under a year later. In 1971 
Maureen’s health difficulties were finally 
diagnosed as Multiple Sclerosis. This 
is a progressive disease of the central 
nervous system in which each of the 
body’s functions fail one by one. In 
some, progression is fairly slow. With 
Maureen it was far too fast. She died 
in 1986 at the age of 49, a month 
before our 20th wedding anniversary, 
and having spent the final eight years 
of her life in a specialist Unit of Linton 
Hospital, near Maidstone, Kent. 

If this sounds a bit depressing, then 
you didn’t know Maureen. She simply 
failed to acknowledge that it was all 
no more than a minor glitch. She could 
cope with anything, by just adapting, 
being totally unconcerned, and moving 
(metaphorically) on. For example, when 
she went blind, she simply decided 
how much better it was to listen to 
television than to watch it. Her attitude 
to every apparent misfortune was to be 
positive and getting on. For her, life was 
too short to worry. The only thing that 
really upset her was that because she 

couldn’t control her hand movements, 
she was unable to use a wheelchair of 
any sort and thus she had to be pushed 
around, everywhere. She thought 
that such dependency was a gross 
infringement of her independence, 
even though she could do nothing else 
for herself. She came back from near 
death so many times that I could hardly 
believe it when the inevitable finally 
happened.

One of our private vows to each other 
at our wedding was that, come what 
may, we would go back to Israel for our 

Silver Wedding. But we never thought 
that death would intervene. That is 
why it is so important for me to leave 
something for Israel and for Maureen. 
I was privileged to have a private visit 
at Tel Aviv University to their Research 
Facilities into Neurodegenerative 
Diseases and especially Multiple 
Sclerosis. Progress is slow and 
painstaking but the dissemination of 
information to all those working in this 
vital field is essential. I have therefore 
decided to bequeath to the University, 
funds to establish in perpetuity, an 

Annual Godfrey and Maureen 
Gould Memorial Lecture in 
Neurodegenerative Diseases. 
These will be given at some 
suitable venue and occasion, 
and the paper published. So we 
will both leave something that 

might help rid the world of this terrible 
affliction and other related conditions.

The Tel Aviv University Living Legacy 
Missions continue. This year there 
will be one from 18 to 24 May. A very 
special highlight this year will be to the 
University Honorary Degree Ceremony 
when such an Honour will be awarded 
to Lord Sacks, Emeritus Chief Rabbi. 
If you want more information please 
contact Avril Fleischman on avril.
fleischman@tau-trust.co.uk or phone 
0207 446 8792.

Features

She came back from near death so many 
times that I could hardly believe it when 

the inevitable finally happened.

1921 Bear Road/Meadow View Cemetery • 1927 Hove Hebrew Congregation
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A new lease of life for BHPS
by Peggy Sherwood

Nearly four and a half years ago, at the end 
of Yom Kippur in 2011, Brighton & Hove 
Progressive Synagogue closed its doors 
for an unknown period of time, in order 
to pursue their dream of a building fit for 
purpose in the twenty first century. I was 
fortunate enough to be there that evening – 
and never thought that all those years later 
I would be invited to be a guest at the Civic 
Opening which took place on 7 February 
2016 in the presence of the Mayor of Hove, 
the Deputy Superintendent of Sussex, Rabbi 
Danny Rich, (Chief Executive of Liberal 
Judaism), and many other dignitaries from 
Liberal Judaism and beyond. 

To put it simply, the overall impression on 
entering the building is just staggering. To 
anyone who knew the old building – I have 
fond memories of going there as a child on 
the annual “shul crawl” on Yom Kippur – it is 
just completely unrecognisable. Greeting you 
on entry to the Sanctuary on the Southern 
wall is the main focal point - the breathtaking 
Ark, an array of vertical wooden panels 
stained in different colours, which makes a 

bold statement in its rainbow hues about 
inclusion and diversity within the community. 
Look closely and you see that in place of 
the orange stained wooden slats, those on 
the doors of the Ark are stained in gold, 
evoking the seven-branched candelabra, the 
Menorah, the original symbol of Jewish life. 
As Rabbi Rich said in his address, “every 
building needs a ‘wow’ factor”, and the Ark 
certainly fulfils that criteria! In addition to 
these modern and stylish new features, the 
Shul maintains some of its original elements 
– two mosaics representing key moments in 
the Torah, and some stained glass windows, 
which are ingeniously back-lit as you go 
up the stairs. Original beams run along the 
ceiling of the Sanctuary giving it a further 
feeling of history. 

Photo courtesy Matthew Andrews

As well as the stunning Sanctuary there is 
an office, a library, two educational rooms, 
pastoral care area, a social area, toilets and 
a beautiful kitchen – which I was so very 
proud and pleased to sponsor in memory 
of my beloved grandparents Harry and 
Anne Davidson. They were founder or early 

members of BHPS and it seemed so fitting 
to be able to dedicate the kitchen to them 
– just a few years ago I was stunned to find 
records of how my grandfather opened the 
Ark in the 1940s every Shabbat morning and 
how my mother Joyce had given sermons on 
Shabbat morning. How proud they would all 
be of this fantastic achievement; the creation 
of such a stunning building.

The afternoon was wonderful. As well as 
the Minchah service led by Rabbi Elli Tikvah 
Sarah, invited guests included Rabbi Harry 
Jacobi sitting next to his friend Hans Levy, 
beloved BHPS member, who had met 
on Kindertransport all those years ago. 
Alongside them was Anne Carr celebrating 
her 65th year of membership at BHPS. 
Particularly poignant for me, actually, 
because Anne is the mother of Sarah 
Winstone, the wonderful caterer at BHPS, 
and she remembers my grandmother very 
well. Both were hard at work in the kitchen 
on Sunday and I hope they will continue to 
think of my grandparents whenever they are 
in the kitchen.

There were speeches from a range of the 
distinguished guests, and the service ended 
with an impressive blowing of the Shofar by 
Karen Katz.

Although I live permanently in London, I hope 
we will continue to visit and pray at BHPS for 
many more years. We are always given such 
a wonderful welcome and we wish them 
Mazeltov on their stunning achievement in 
creating a community and spiritual home that 
is so forward-thinking and inclusive.

Parents learn the 
Montessori way
by Raquel Margo 
On 26 January 2016, I attended a Montessori 
talk and workshop at our son’s nursery, 
The Torah Montessori Nursery. The evening 
was open to parents of children who 
attended, prospective parents and the wider 
community.

At the beginning of the evening we all sat in 
a semicircle and explained to one another 
what we thought was important about 
education at nursery level and it was lovely 
to hear everyone’s thoughts. Mrs Efune went 
on to talk about how she came across the 
Montessori model and she shared with us 
some magazine publications and books. 
She talked about the EYFS (Early Years 
Foundation Stage) curriculum in the nursery 
and how it fits well into the Montessori model 

of education. I learnt more about how Maria 
Montessori designed furniture that was child 
height and created an educational method, 
where children can learn to be independent 
at a young age and be capable of learning 
through choosing their activities or “work”. 

Penina and Roberta, the Montessori teacher, 
acted out a scenario, which showed the 
learning process and delicate respect 
between a child and nursery teacher, 
especially when they make mistakes! There 
is a very gentle, positive, calming approach 
to teaching and learning.

Roberta explained about the “choosing” 
element of the first hour and a half when 
the children arrive in the morning and can 
self-select from any of the more than 50 
activities in the room. We as parents were 
able to experience these activities first hand 
as Roberta demonstrated an activity and 
parents volunteered to have a go themselves. 

Various activities are placed in baskets or 
on trays, neatly and orderly on shelves, 
demonstrating the great care taken in 
preparing the Montessori environment. The 
apparatus catered for different levels of 
ability, from when a child first starts at the 
nursery, at age 18 months, until they leave 
at age five years. We were shown activities 
that allow children to work on fine motor 
skills by picking up seeds with tweezers 
then transferring them to small dishes, to 
pouring water into china cups, to explaining 

the difference been soil, water and air by 
using our senses, to buttoning up fabrics, 
learning to recognise letters and counting. 
The grand finale was a demonstration of how 
such young children are introduced to large 
numbers and are able to add tens, hundreds 
and even thousands.

I was very impressed with the level of 
learning a child can achieve with the 
Montessori method as well as the beauty 
and care given to the environment.

Penina concluded by sharing with us the 
ethos of the Torah Montessori Nursery, which 
aims to cherish, challenge and ensure that 
every child achieves the maximum possible 
in their learning and experiences. Penina 
highlighted the Montessori values and noted 
how children at the nursery gain a love of 
order, personal dignity, self-motivation, love 
of learning and the ability to concentrate.

I found the whole experience of finding out 
in detail about my son Ori’s experiences and 
learning to be very worthwhile. I understand 
more about the language the teachers use 
to teach and how valuable the activities are 
that Ori does and how they contribute to his 
learning and overall enjoyment in his nursery 
education.

Thank You to Penina, Roberta and Stephanie 
for Ori’s journey through learning about 
the world and about himself. A very well 
organised evening for all, which ended well 
with a cup of tea and a delicious brownie! 

1930 Holland Road Synagogue • 1936 Brighton & Hove Liberal Congregation 
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Culture

Jewish Historical Society of England - Sussex Branch
by Godfrey R Gould

Despite the atrocious weather on the evening of Tuesday 27 
February, a goodly crowd assembled to hear our first lecture of 2016. 
Rabbi Michael Hilton of Kol Chai Synagogue, Pinner, spoke expertly 
on The History of the Bar Mitzvah. He has researched this subject in 
great depth and we were greatly privileged to share in his knowledge. 
Starting with references from Biblical and Talmudic sources he 
demonstrated the importance of the age of 13 years and one week in 
the life of a Jewish boy. He then went on to show how the concept of 
the Bar Mitzvah, as we know it today, began in 13th century France 
as an Ashkenazi custom and the practice of the Bat Mitzvah was 
originated in early 19th century Berlin. Finally he examined the festive 
meal and the remarkable and often excessive ways in which this can 
be interpreted today. As was said by Rabbi Harold Saperstein, today 
there can be “More Bar than Mitzvah”.

What made this talk so exceptional were the ways in which 
Rabbi Hilton continually involved his audience, and the easy and 
approachable way in which he delivered his address - to the minute!

Finally, there are two very important changes to our final two 
meetings of this session. 

On 29 March our speaker will be Rachel Kolsky speaking on Jewish 
Suffragettes - to the booth, to the gallery, not as advertised. 

Our May meeting will now be on Tuesday 10 May. The speaker 
remains unaltered, but her subject will be Middle Street Synagogue 
and the Architectural Heritage of Brighton & Hove. It will be a special 
lecture to celebrate 250 years of Jewish settlement in Brighton and 
Hove. Special arrangements are being made for this meeting, and 
these will be notified at meetings, online and in these columns.

My Joy of Yiddish
by Ivor Sorokin 

In my very young days we lived with a grandmother who could 
only speak Yiddish or Russian. Consequently I grew up knowing a 
substantial amount of mama’loschen words, without, however, being 
able to actually speak it.

It really is such a wonderfully virile language, with a change in verbal 
expression or a movement of one’s hands, body or even of facial 
expression, completely changing the meaning of the word or phrase.

And how do you translate a word like mechaya, meaning an 
extreme pleasure. Or kvell or broygus. Such a pity that it has grown 
completely out of fashion, and that very few Jews now do not 
understand any of its rich words or phrases. Gweni and I have built 
up quite an encyclopaedia of these, many of which do not appear in 
Yiddish dictionaries.

Nicht alle tag is a Yomtov (not every day is a holiday) is great when 
trying unsuccessfully to repeat a previous success. Alternatively one 
might say “Ma nishtana?” with an appropriate shoulder shrug. The 
word chochem means wise, but can also mean silly, again depending 
on the verbal inflection. It is also one of the few words that originate 
in biblical Hebrew.

Several words have found their way into the English language. A 
few of these are chutzpah, kibbitz, maven, mensch, nosh, chazzer, 
schnorrer, starke and spritz. I will presume that our reader will know 
their meanings.

Yiddish songs are an important part of the culture. At our Shul M’lava 
Malkas many years ago, it was a delight to hear Rabbi Rosenblum z”l 
(after a few schnapses) singing songs like Wus Gevehen ist Gevehen 
(what’s gone is gone), Roshinnes mit Mandeln (Raisins with Almonds), 
a lullaby. He always finished with the highly non-pc, Shikker ist ein 
Goy (a goy is drunk). We all joined in the chorus, the song stating that 
when a Goy has too much to drink he is drunk, but when a Yid has 
had too much to drink he is just merry.

To conclude, I must mention some of the more humorous phrases we 
use.

Wi ein shikkerer pischt (how a drunk pees), when things are all over 
the place. Es hilft wi ein tote banke (it helps like a dead leech), when 
a useless suggestion is made. Alle Mitwoch und Donnerstag (every 
Wednesday and Thursday), when something is constantly and 
unnecessarily repeated.

I could go on in this vein for a considerable time, but I will cease now 
at the risk of becoming too boring (of which I am constantly accused 
these days).

On Sunday 13 March the Sussex Jewish 
Film Club invites you to see two interesting 
documentaries.

The first one is Children of the Sun (Israel, 70 
mins, in Hebrew with English subtitles, black 

and white)  In the 
early 20th century, 
when members 
of the Zionist 
movement sought 
to establish a 
Jewish homeland 
in Palestine, they 
also started an 
experiment in 
collective living 
that they hoped 

would revolutionise the nature of society itself: the kibbutz. On these 
collective farms, idealistic men and women attempted to create 
utopian communities where everything was shared, even the raising 
of children. Those born on the Israeli kibbutzim in the 1920s and 
1930s became known as the ‘Children of the Sun’ and grew up 
outside the traditional nuclear family structure. This documentary is 

about the experience of this unique generation, compiled using home 
movies, interviews, and rare recordings of kibbutz life spanning 1930 
-1980.

This will be followed by The Lady 
in No. 6:  Music Saved My Life 
(Canada/USA/UK, 54 mins, in 
English with subtitles for the hard 
of hearing) Alice Herz Sommer, 
110 years old when she died, 
was the world’s oldest pianist 
and Holocaust survivor. In this 
documentary she shares her 
story on how to achieve a long 
and happy life. She discusses the 
importance of music and laughter 
and how to have an optimistic 
outlook on life. She is truly 
inspirational.

As usual the films are shown in Ralli Hall, 81 Denmark Villas. Doors 
7pm, film 7.30pm.  Refreshments available. A small donation at the 
door is requested from non-members.

A Double Bill Of Interesting Documentaries

1938 Lansdowne Road Synagogue • 1938 Old Shoreham Road Cemetery
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We Are Our Past
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

In the various attempts to correct my accent, by getting 
exposed to proper English pronunciation, I came across a 
funny crime comedy TV drama called Death in Paradise. 
For those of you who are not familiar, here’s the plot. 
A British detective, called Richard Poole, finds himself 
living and working on a fictional paradise island in the 
Caribbean. There are, of course, the usual range of crimes, 
which are usually murders. Poole brilliantly discovers the 
killers, with the help of his team.

The funny part is the character of DI Poole, who 
stubbornly refuses to adapt himself to the Caribbean 
lifestyle and customs. He persists in wearing a ridiculous 
dark suit, and a tie, even under the tropical sun; he looks 
for British food, and of course tea, whilst mumbling and 
grumbling about the many local delicacies; he is even 
nostalgic for the gloomy and rainy British weather, which 
is remarkable, given that he finds himself in a paradisiacal 
Caribbean island. All around him, British tourists and 
ex-pats definitively do not have a problem wearing more 

lightweight clothes, and getting used to the tropical life 
style. But not Richard Poole.

I was intrigued by the character. I found the actor really 
admirable.  I discovered that his name is Ben Miller, and 
that he has traceable Jewish roots. Or, to put in another 
way, his paternal grandfather was a Lithuanian-born tailor, 
who emigrated to the UK, and lived in London’s East End 
(I am quoting from Wikipedia, whose authors sometimes 
are hesitant of writing the word Jewish).

It is certainly possible that the character of DI Richard 
Poole reflects the experience of many immigrant Jews, 
and particularly those of his grandfather’s generation. 
Their efforts to become British, to be good English citizens 
of the Mosaic faith, and their love, even the idealization, 
for a country which has welcomed them. To be part of the 
country whose growth and splendour to which they have 
contributed, probably more than many other minorities, to 
have landed on these shores.

It is certainly ironic that the part of a stereotypical 
British detective is played by an actor whose Jewish 
identity is somehow hidden and hinted at, as a tailor 
from Lithuania. But we ought not to forget that the 
strength of Judaism is precisely its adaptability. 
A Jew can be Italian, French, even British, and 
probably Caribbean too. Indeed, throughout history, 
there have been thriving Jewish communities in the 
Caribbean. And as much as one tries to suppress, or 
to censor, this sense of Jewish belonging, sooner or 
later it will come out, either on a paradisiacal tropical 
island, or under the gloomy skies of London.

Saturday 5

Sunday 6

Thursday 10 

Saturday 12

Sunday 13

Friday 18  
Saturday 19 
 
 

Sunday 20

Wednesday 23

Bar Mitzvah of Samuel Levene, 10.30 am

Stone setting of Alan Style z”l, 2.30 pm

Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm

Shabbat Doroteinu & Shabbaton, 10.30 am

13-15yrs youth Group, 1.00 pm

Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Rabbi’s Shiur - rules & stories of Purim,  
9.00 am 
Cheder Purim Party, 5.00 pm 
Havdala on the beach, 6.30 pm

Community Tea, 2.30 pm

EREV PuRIM – reading of the Megillah and 
Fancy Dress parade, 6.30 pm. More details 
to follow

Bulletin Board – March  2016 

1952 Old Age Home • 1961 New Church Road Synagogue (BHHC)



16 17

issue 261 | march 2016

HHC
Rabbi vivian Silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com and rabbivcsilverman@gmail.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

Purim Customs
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

During the reading of the Megilla, there are four verses, 
which the congregation say aloud before the Reader 
repeats. Under no other circumstances should the 
congregation be doing anything except listening to the 
words of the Scroll, as if they themselves were reading it.

These four verses begin:-

•  Ish Yehudi haya b’shushan – “There was a Jewish man 
in Shushan the capital whose name was Mordecai…” 
(Chapter Two)

•  Umordecai yatsa milifnay hamelech – “And Mordecai 
went out from before the King dressed in royal 
clothes…” (Chapter Eight)

•  Leyhudim hayta ora – “The Jews had light, happiness, 
joy and honour…” (Chapter Eight)

•  Ki Mordecai hayehudi – “Mordecai the Jew was second 
in importance to King Ahashverosh..” (Chapter Ten)

These verses allude to the miracle of Purim, i.e. the 
deliverance of the Jews of Persia, through the intervention 
of Esther and Mordechai, from the evil machinations of 
Haman and his family whose sole purpose was to dispose 
of the entire Jewish population – men, women, children 
and babies.

A noise may be made in Shul, however during the Megilla 
reading, and that refers to clapping and banging at the 
mention of “Haman”.  This is based on the verse in the 
Torah, Devarim Ch.25v.19: “Blot out the memory of 
Amalek from under the heavens.  Do not forget.”

Amalek was an ancestor of Haman and so the two are 
linked together.

This tradition goes back at least five centuries since Rabbi 
Moshe Isserles writes in his commentary to the Shulchan 
Arukh:-

“And from this custom it has become widespread to clap 
whenever the name Haman is read out during the Megilla 
reading.”

The four Mitzvot of Purim are:-

•  Reading the Scroll of Esther, evening and morning – 
Kerhat Hamegilla

•  Giving food gifts to one another – Mishloach Manot

•  Giving gifts to the poor (either in kind or through charity 
– Matanot La’evyonim

•  Enjoying a festive meal on Purim afternoon – Seudat 
Purim

The special food known as Hamantaschen actually has 
nothing to do with Haman, it is merely an association of 
sounds.  The actual Purim food is called Mohntaschen, 
which means “a pocket full of poppy seeds.”  Poppy 
seeds are sprinkled on challa and challa rolls and mohn 
cakes, which we can buy throughout the year as well.

Simchat Purim – a happy Purim to you all.

Tuesday 1 

Tuesday 8 
 
 
Tuesday 22

Wednesday 23 

Thursday 24

 
Friday 25

Sunday 27

Talmud Shiur at the home of Mr & Mrs Sam 
and Claire Barsam, 11.00 am

Ladies Discussion, 10.30 am 
Talmud Shiur, 11.00 am

Talmud Shiur, 11.00 am

Fast of Esther, ends 7.00 pm 
Reading of the Megilla at West Hove

Purim.  Megilla reading during Shacharit at 
West Hove

Shushan Purim

Clocks go forward one hour

March Diary

1966 Palmeira Avenue Synagogue (Reform HC - started c. 1956)
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For the second instalment of the history of BHPS, Renée Luper 
offers her memories of the synagogue Youth Group.
It was in 1947, when my parents decided to return to Brighton, 
after many years of living in London, and of course my sister, 
Julia and I came too! They soon joined Brighton and Hove Liberal 
Synagogue.
At that time the King Alfred held Saturday night dances open 
to the public and Julia and I decided to give it a try as we still 
commuted to London all week and had no friends locally. It was 
there that we met with a small group of young Jewish people, 
who suggested we come to their youth group which, at that time, 
met at the Kings Hotel on the seafront as the Shul was being 
redecorated!
From our very first visit we were made to feel very much at home 
and soon had a number of new friends, including Derek Jay, 
Geoffrey Davis, Betty Conway, Elizabeth Goodman and many 
others.
Once back in the Synagogue we met regularly in the Montefiore 
Hall and began to branch out, with more ambitious activities. 
We joined the local table tennis league and also invited guest 
speakers from various walks of life. Beneath the floor of the 

Montefiore Hall there was a collapsible stage, and once this was 
discovered, we would put on shows and plays for the Synagogue 
members. T.V shows like Twenty Questions were also popular.
As well as weekly meetings at Shul, we would also get together 
on the beach in front of the West End Café, and on sunny days 
you could always find someone there ready for a game of tennis 
or a swim or just to sunbathe or chat.
There was, of course, a committee and dear Derek Jay was 
our Chairman. He would take all our meetings and was a first 
rate mediator! Diana Scharff  (White), and Betty Pendry (Davis), 
Gerry Morley, Vivien Taylor (Morley) and Julia and Renée Candler 
(Luper) to name but a few, were all committee members and 
many lasting friendships were made, plus quite a few marriages.
At one of these meetings it was decided that we should branch 
out, book a coach and have a day on the River Thames at 
Cookham, where we could hire small motor launches and go up 
the river. I had a friend whose parents ran a hotel at Wallingford 
and after our river trip, we piled back in the coach and were 
driven to Castle Priory for tea on the lawn. Then it was home 
again after a wonderful day. The day was such a success that it 
became a yearly event.

Diary and Events@BHPS 
Classes in March
Exploring Judaism and Access to Hebrew classes, are led by 
Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah. They are open to all who wish to broaden 
and deepen their Jewish knowledge. 

• Access to Hebrew class: 1.00 - 2.00 pm
• Exploring Judaism: 2.15 – 3.45pm
Topics this month:
5 March – Death and Mourning
12 March – Choosing Judaism and Mixed Faith Partnerships and 
Families
19 March – Purim
Please note: No classes on 26th March and 2nd April.

Services
Erev Shabbat services at 6 Lansdowne Road. Times vary, see our 
website or ring the office for details.

Shabbat Morning services at 6 Lansdowne Road, 11 am.

23rd March 7 pm – Erev Purim Service led by Rabbi Elli

Aubrey Milstein Lecture 
The lecture, in memory of the late Aubrey Milstein z”l, will be held 
at BHPS, 6 Lansdowne Road, BH3 1FF on Sunday, 13 March 
2016, 3 pm, followed by refreshments.

Ahad Ha’Am and the Jewish Future by Dr Brian Klug
Ahad Ha’Am (the pen name of Asher Ginsberg, 1856-1927) is 
remembered as ‘the father of cultural Zionism’, an epithet that 
tends to consign him to the past and locate him solely in relation 
to Theodor Herzl and political Zionism. Dr Brian Klug is interested 
in taking him out of his historical box and reading him as a 
resource for thinking about the future. His secularism, his project 
of Jewish revival, his view of life in the Diaspora and his overall 
vision of Judaism, with justice at its heart, have a strong bearing 
on predicaments we face today. Dr Klug will approach these 
topics via an introduction to his life, reflecting on the meaning of 
his pen name: ‘One of the People’.

Dr Brian Klug is Senior Research Fellow in Philosophy at St 
Benet’s Hall, Oxford, a member of the faculty of philosophy at the 
University of Oxford and Honorary Fellow of the Parkes Institute 
for the Study of Jewish/non-Jewish Relations, University of 
Southampton. He has published extensively on Jewish identity, 
antisemitism, Islamophobia, race and related topics. His latest 
book, Words of Fire: Selected Essays of Ahad Ha’Am was 
published in September 2015.

Entrance is free but please inform the office.

Open Day
Saturday 19th March –  “Are you Jewish or Jew- ish?”

Come and find out what BHPS can offer!

11.00 am Shabbat Morning Service - Kabbalat Torah Graduation 
of Ayala Romem, led by Ayala, students of the Beit Lamed and 
Rabbi Elli. 

11.00 am - 12.30pm  Shabbatots – family activities  (Ages 0 – 7)

12.30 – 1.00 pm Kiddush 

1.00 – 2.00 pm Question and Answer session – led by Rabbi Elli 
Tikvah Sarah

1.00 – 3.00 pm Informal Open Afternoon, an opportunity to learn 
more about Liberal Judaism, see our new building and meet 
members of the community.

Our Defibrillator
We now have a defibrillator at BHPS which was given by the 
British Heart Foundation Grants Team. At present it is inside the 
building but it will eventually be placed on our outside front wall 
and will be available for public use. The emergency services will 
be made aware of its location.
The Oneg on Friday 11th March, which follows the Erev Shabbat 
Service at 7.30 pm, will be given by Richard Bianco, on the use 
of defibrillators. In the future we will be organising several 
training sessions for the public and community on how to use 
the equipment. 
Please ring the office for more information about any events.

Memories of the B & H Liberal Synagogue Youth Group Part 1
by Renée Luper

2004 Middle Street closed for regular services
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Purim – Celebrating the Unseen
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 

There’s only one day in the year that we can come to Shul 
and meet Superman, a giant Hamantash and Queen Esther; 
that day is Purim! Now they’re not really the world’s greatest 
superhero, a refugee from the Great Jewish Bakeoff or 
the Biblical Queen; they’re a man indulging in a childhood 
fantasy, a really inventive member of the Ladies’ Guild and 
that cute little girl we see in Shul every week. Purim is the day 
we celebrate an alternative reality.
Why do we dress up and disguise ourselves on Purim? 
Because on Purim nothing is as it seems. Was the 
banishment of Vashti simply the result of a Persian 
emperor getting drunk? Was it just coincidence that 
Mordechai happened to overhear a plot to kill the king? Did 
Achashverosh choose Esther to be his queen because she 
happened to be the most beautiful woman in the empire? 
Was it just bad luck for Haman that he chose to visit 
Achashverosh just when the king was having Mordechai’s 
heroic deed read to him? Was it Esther’s charm and 
Achashverosh’s clumsiness that made the king turn on his 
favourite minister?
The Jewish people instituted Purim as a religious festival 
because they understood that it was G-d Himself who 
orchestrated all of the above, to save His people. The 
Megillah is Divine providence dressed up as a Persian palace 
soap opera.
Other festivals celebrate revealed miracles. The plagues and 
liberation of Pesach were overtly miraculous. By the time 
the Israelites left Egypt no one, not even the self-deifying 
Pharaoh, denied G-d’s power. When a small amount of oil 

burned for over a week divine intervention was apparent to 
all. Purim is unique because deliverance from the greatest 
threat our nation has ever faced, total annihilation in one 
day, was shrouded in the garments of nature, luck and 
coincidence. G-d was hidden and remained hidden - His 
name does not once appear in the entire Scroll of Esther!
On Purim we eat Hamantashen and Kreplach in which the 
filling is hidden inside the pastry. The Queen’s name is Esther 
which means ‘I will hide’. We read from a scroll, not an open 
book, and that scroll’s name is also Esther - it could have 
been called Mordechai. 
Purim is a festival named after a seemingly minor part of the 
story. The word Purim means ‘lots’, recollecting the lots cast 
by Haman to determine the day on which the Jewish people 
would be wiped out. Lots appear to be a matter of chance as 
opposed to something Divinely ordained.
The only indication of anything of a religious nature was 
Esther’s request that Mordechai assemble all the Jews of 
Shushan and fast for her before she approached the King in a 
last ditch effort to persuade him to rescind his decree against 
the Jews.
Most of us have never witnessed open miracles of the Pesach 
and Chanukah variety and if we have, we don’t necessarily 
identify them as such. Purim teaches us to recognise 
the hand of G-d in that which is apparently random and 
haphazard; a series of seemingly fortuitous coincidences 
which took place over a period of nine years. And, most 
importantly, that it is never too late to call upon Him in times 
of need.

We are a funny people   
Comedian 
Ashley Blaker 
performed 
in the Mark 
Luck Hall to 
a sold out 
audience 
that included 
Brighton & 
Hove Mayor 
Linda Hyde.  
Ashley spent 
over an hour 
and one half 
delighting 
those 
present with 
observational 
humour 
showing just 
how comical 
Jews can be.  

Billed as 
the Jewish 
Michael 
McIntyre, 
Blaker 
certainly lived 
up to any 

hype for his performance, looking at the absurdities within 
Jewish and non-Jewish neighbourhoods, the lengths to which 
Jews go to fail at disguising their Jewishness, some Orthodox 
practices and much more.

What began as a chilly winter night was made warmer with 
the sound of laughter and everyone in the audience leaving 
after the show with smiles on their faces.

BHHC hopes that Ashley Blaker will return to perform in 
future, and, we remain committed to holding events that will 
be of interest to our Congregation and our wider community.

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

2016 250th anniversary
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What’s on: March 2016     
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EvENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com

REGULAR ACTIvITIES
Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 

 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport. 
Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth look at the 
Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. Enjoy herbal 
teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 8.00 pm at Chabad House 01273 
321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk 

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   
Tel:  01273 503708.

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 members / £3.00 

guests. 

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 � Mummy and Me (0-2 years) Baby Group at Torah Montessori Nursery from 

11.00 am to 1.00 pm.  Enjoy the company, spacious well-equipped area, a light 
brunch and music time!

 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 8.15 - 
9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 
month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30 - 5.00 
pm, CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EvENTS IN MARCH 
      Wednesday 2
 � JACS at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 

members £3.00 non-members 
 
Tuesday 8

 � Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the April 2016 
issue.  Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org 
 
Wednesday 9

 � JACS at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 
members £3.00 non-members 
  
Sunday 13   

 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents a double bill (1) ‘Children of 
the Sun’ (Hebrew with English subtitles) and (2) ‘The Lady in No 
6: Music Saved My Life’. Drinks available. 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm 
Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 
  
Wednesday 16   

 � JACS at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 
members £3.00 non-members 
 
Sunday 20  

 � Community Tea at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 2.30 pm 
– 4.30 pm  
 
Monday 21  

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) with Guest Speaker 
Lawrence Collin: “Don’t write me off just yet - Jewish 
Nonagenarians”; at 10.45 am Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 
(£1.50). Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk 
 
Wednesday 23  

 � JACS at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.50 
members £3.00 non-members 
 
Tuesday 29  

 � Jewish Historical Society of England, Sussex Branch with 
guest speaker Rachel Kolsky will be speaking on “Jewish 
Suffragettes - to the Booth, to the Gallery”. Ralli Hall, Denmark 
Villas, Hove 7.45 pm.  No charge for members or students / £4 
visitors. For information contact arthur@aoppenheimer.co.uk 
or ring 01273 770094 or g.gould915@btinternet.com or ring 
01273 419412

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 4
Fri 11
Fri 18
Fri 25

NOTABLE DATES
Wednesday 23
Thursday 24
Friday 25 

Sunday 27
Monday 28

Out 

Sat 5
Sat 12
Sat 29
Sat 26

Light Candles 

5.29 pm
5.41 pm
5.53 pm
6.04 pm

Fast of Esther
Purim
Shushan Purim 
Bank Holiday
Clocks go forward 1 hour
Bank Holiday

Havdalah 

6.38 pm
6.50 pm
7.01 pm
7.13 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their 

vehicle.
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON

The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, 
HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and 
Kosher bread available weekly by 
courtesy of Lubavitch Brighton 

from Premier Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your 
order so that we know how many to 
supply. Orders can be collected on 

Thursdays or Fridays. 


