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The front cover of this issue of SJN 
features something as mundane 
as a new bus. Buses have featured 
in SJN from time to time but this 
one is different. It is not named 
after an historic Jewish personage 
but it does feature names on all 
sides. Names of individuals and 
charitable bodies, including one 
of Brighton & Hove’s lifelines for 
many people, Helping Hands.

The new bus will enable Helping 
Hands to provide an even better 
support network for the whole 
Jewish community. Furthermore, 
this is a Community Bus and will be 
widely used by other Jewish and 
non-Jewish organisations across 
the city.

This is the third Community Bus - 
going back to the Bolskei family’s 
original donation to what is now 
the Hyman Fine Home - and the 
story of its purchase, which has 
frequently featured in SJN, is one 
of donations, voluntary service and 

care for those in need. Indeed, the 
Helping Hands team has become 
almost indispensable. But so have 
other organisations that rely upon 

volunteers. Elsewhere in this issue, 
Roger Abrahams calls for younger 
blood to help manage Ralli Hall. 
Indeed, where would the likes of 
the Hyman Fine Home, the Lunch 
and Social Club and the local 
synagogue management, security 
and social teams be without 
the use of volunteers? This very 
publication would not exist without 
its volunteers.

We live in a selfish society that 
cares little for those who need help 
just to exist. We can be thankful that 
in this Community we have people 
who are prepared to give their time 
and skills for the benefit of others.

This is the third Community Bus.  
The story of its purchase is one of 
donations, voluntary service and 

care for those in need.
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Your News
Births
Mazel tov to:

 
daughter, Yael, to their daughter and son-in-law,  
Elisabeth and Michael Levy, in Jerusalem.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov and happy birthday to Gerry Adler, Wendy Bloom, 
Janet Cowan, Ann Crook, John Harwood, Lauren Gardner, 
Helen Gellert, Geraldine Gilmore, Shirley Little, Irene May, 
Shirley Moss and all who are celebrating special birthdays.

Engagements
Mazel tov to:

granddaughter Charlie Alexander (daughter of Marsha and 
Laurence) to Scott Blaws.

Achievements
Mazel tov to:

for his services to the Jewish community in the 2016 New 
Year’s Honours List.

Lever) on achieving her B.Sc. in 
Midwifery from Manchester  
University. She is now working at 
Kingston Hospital.

Marsden Hospital.

to support Holocaust commemoration and education and 
who have been recognised in the 2016 New Year’s Honours 
list: Lily Ebert, Chaim Ferster, Agnes Grunwald-Spier, Jack 
Kagan, Freddie Knoller, Rudi Oppenheimer, Ivor Perl, Susan 
Pollack, Renee Salt and Zigi Shipper were all honoured.

Get Well 
We wish a refuah sheleimah to Alan Besbrode, Barbara  
Comiskey, Susan Conway, Kate Davidson, Helen Epstein, 
Rose Farrell, Nicholas Godfrey, Machee Godfree, Estelle Kaye 
and David Pincus.
Special get well wishes to Joey Brackenridge (5½ months), 
son of Abigail and Dean, grandson of Marsha and Laurence 
Alexander and great grandson of Rita and Ronnie Mitchell.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Peter Franks z’l and Ruth 
Sless z’l.

Another string to Anderson’s bow
Brighton Festival is delighted to 
announce that the Guest Director 
for 2016 is the pioneering artist and 
musician Laurie Anderson. Anderson 
takes the helm in a milestone year for 
Brighton Festival, as 2016 marks its 
50th year.  

A long-time supporter of Brighton Festival, Anderson is 
well known and well loved by the city following successful 
appearances such as Delusion (BF2011) and All the Animals 
(BF2015). An inspiration to audiences and artists alike, she 
has been described by Brighton Festival 2015 Guest Director 
Ali Smith as: “the performance artist, 
singer, musician, artist of our lifetime I 
think - a great, great figure of liberty and 
liberation of the arts”. 

The 50th Brighton Festival will take place 
from 7-29 May 2016.

Eastbourne Hebrew 
Congregation
by Stella Harris

On Saturday 16 January the congregation welcomed Rabbi 
Geoffrey Shisler and his wife Anne. He led us through the 
service, davening and singing with gusto. He even gave us 
a most interesting sermon. No, none of us fell asleep as he 
thought we might!

This was followed by a superb sit-down lunch provided by 
Mrs Shisler. Thanks to Linda, Diane and other members for 
helping in the preparation and clearing away.

Following grace after meals, we participated in a session of 
“Ask the Rabbi”. We were told that our learned teacher was 
a member of the Magic Circle. It certainly was a magical day 
for us. Thank you, Rabbi, for your jokes, anecdotes and your 
knowledgeable and humorous answers.

We look forward to the Shislers’ next visit.

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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From The Sussex Branch, Jewish Historical Society Of England

Brighton Jewry 250
by Michael Crook

Research for the Anthology of Brighton Jewry is now 
almost complete, but there will not be enough space 
to include all the fascinating information about the 
community, which can be found in the archives of the 
Jewish Chronicle. For example, during the First World War, 
Brighton featured in regular reports about special services 
and other activities for the troops, and in raising funds 
for and assisting refugees. A Special Meeting was held in 
November 1914 in the Vestry Room at Middle Street shul 
to enlist support from the community for the many Jewish 
refugees who had arrived from Belgium. The community 
also regularly supported funds for Jews in Russia, Poland, 
Serbia and elsewhere.

Even in wartime, there were regular advertisements for 
Jewish hotels such as the Renata in Sillwood Place and 
the Riviera in Lansdowne Place, as well as others in 
Regency Square and Cavendish Place. Jewish schools 
were also advertised, including Ascott House in Sussex 
Square, where the Principal was Maurice Jacobs, an 
Oxford Graduate and for 10 years tutor to Edmund de 
Rothschild, as well as being the French Consul to the 
town. The list of references for the school included the 
then Chief Rabbi, the Haham (Head of the Spanish and 

Portuguese Community), and 
many of the leading Jewish 
families of the day.

In October 1917, in what 
was clearly meant as a 
light-hearted contribution, 
a commentator claimed that forty thousand Jews had 
moved out of London to Sussex, and that the Brighton 
Line had become the Kosher Line! However, he added 
that one gentleman, who suggested that it was more likely 
to be four hundred thousand, had stood all the way from 
Hove to Victoria. Some things don’t change much.

The Anthology will be available in the Spring, but in the 
meantime it is still possible to have your name added 
to our Subscribers list, including receiving a numbered 
copy, with all recipients of numbered copies listed in the 
publication. To join this select group will cost only £25.00, 
compared with the expected publication price of £10.00. 
Please contact me by email at amcrook321@gmail.com as 
soon as possible if you wish to become a subscriber.

Michael Crook is the Chairman of the Jewish Historical 
Society – Sussex Branch.

Sussex Tikvah History
by Peter Senker

In 1980, Harry Smith, whose son Jan had learning 
difficulties, had the idea that formed the basis for Tikvah: 
The Sussex Jewish Society for the Mentally Handicapped. 
This was formed, as a charity, in 1983 by a committee of 
parents, with me as Chairman and the late Harry Smith as 
Honorary Treasurer. It first set up as a club for adults with 
learning difficulties, which met weekly at Ralli Hall. 

Subsequently, Brighton Housing Trust acquired a property, 
and the Government’s Housing Corporation agreed to 
fund its purchase and adaptation to meet residents’ 
needs. The first residents moved into this house in the 

summer of 1990, more than 25 years ago. The late Jack 
Mazzier made a generous donation, and the house was 
named Rachel Mazzier House in memory of his first wife. 
The organisation was renamed Sussex Tikvah in 1993.

The house has been full nearly all the time since it opened 
in 1990. Many of you will have known Hans Albrecht, one 
of the first residents, who came to England originally in a 
Kindertransport from Austria and sadly, died a few months 
ago. Eleanor, Martin and my daughter Juliet also moved in 
that year, and Jonny and Zoë followed a few years later.

The dedication and loyalty of the staff have been 
outstanding, which has helped to create a 
stable friendly environment. In contrast, many 
other such care homes suffer from a high staff 
turnover.

This home has also benefitted from strong 
support from the local Jewish community, 
both financially and in terms of the time 
willingly given by volunteers. Since 2009, 
Sussex Tikvah has been run by Norwood and 
continues to provide an excellent service to 
residents.

Chanukah festivities at Tikvah
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Peking to Paris Rally
For those who follow car rallying, the Peking to Paris car rally 
will take place this coming summer, from 12 June to 17 July. 
This is a somewhat adventurous endurance event that was 
first run in 1907 and conjures up the mysteries of the East 
and the trials and tribulations of the roads of China, Mongolia, 
Russia, Belarus, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, Italy, 
Switzerland and France.

Local interest is represented by Claudine Bloom and Andrew 
Twort who are hoping that their 1960s Volvo 120, lovingly 
restored to suit the needs of endurance rallying, will stay the 
course and that they will arrive in Paris safely on 17 July.

The story of finding and preparing the car can be found at:  
https://sites.google.com/site/amyamazonp2p2016/home

Claudine and Andrew’s progress in the rally will be trackable 
on Facebook at Amy Amazon.

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams

It is quite amazing and rather frightening, how quickly the 
year goes past.  Our last financial year has now finished and 
it is only five or so months until the next AGM. However, a lot 
has happened in the last half year since Maxine Gordon took 
over as the Centre Manager.
The whole Board of Management is not in the first flush of 
youth and I cannot deny that our ways and attitudes are not 
necessarily the same as those of the next generation, or the 
one after that.
Maxine is from the ‘next generation’ and in her short time in 
the job so far, has come up with many new ideas that will, no 
doubt, lead us, possibly ‘kicking and screaming’, fully into the 
twenty-first century. This is very important, as I sincerely hope 
that B&HJCF at Ralli Hall is here for the long haul. I was in my 
very early forties when I first became involved in the running 
of the Jewish Centre, starting with the organisation (with my 
old friend, Alan Bass) of parent security duties on several 
days per week, when we were, basically, a very successful 
Youth Club, then as a Board Member, leading to my election 
as the Hon. Chairman in 1990.
Many things have happened since then, including the demise 
of the youth activities, followed by the rise in the importance 
of our work with senior citizens, as the main reason for 
our existence. We are not unique in this dramatic change 
of priorities, as this has, apparently, happened throughout 
the country, and not just with Jewish Communities, except 
in locations where the Community Centres provide better 
facilities than the homes of the local population. However, 
where will we go from here? Without being rude, our entire 
Board, including me, can no doubt be considered as ‘well 
past our sell-by date’, but who will take our place? For a good 
many years, before each AGM, I have asked for “new blood” 
to join the Board, but so far my pleas have fallen on deaf ears. 
Does the community still want a Jewish Centre and is the 
next generation really interested in having a place that is non-
denominational, but provides a (magnificent) home for local 
Jews of all persuasions to meet and use for their Simchas 
and community activities, in good times and bad, but at 
practically no cost to themselves? In fact, will the future of 
the Jewish Centre at Ralli Hall echo the possible demise of 

Jewish Communities throughout this country, and in Europe 
as a whole, although I very sincerely hope not, particularly 
after all of the time and commitment that I, with many others, 
have given over the last thirty odd years. 
My wife, Irit, and I have also recently joined the 250th 
Anniversary Committee, which is organising some of several 
activities to celebrate the anniversary of the first recorded 
Jew to live, with his family, in Brighton - at No. 22 East Street. 
There are a number of articles concerning this in the January 
2016 edition of SJN, which I am sure you read last month. 
I very much hope that the next generation will not see 
the demise of our, fortunately still vibrant, local Jewish 
Community, after all these years. However, we will need 
community-minded people from both the current young 
generation and future generations to step forward and take 
over the various Community Posts, and not just leave this 
important work to others. 
Unfortunately, from what I am currently seeing, I am not very 
optimistic, but I really do hope that I will be proven wrong and 
in my time left ‘on this mortal coil’, there will be a sea change, 
with the next generation stepping up to the mark, as has 
nearly always happened in the past.

I very much look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

MARTIN GROSS 
Funeral Director and
Funeral Consultant

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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On Tuesday 23 February 2016 Daniel Lowe, Curator of Islamic 
Collections, the British Library, will be speaking about The 
Jews of the Persian Gulf.

Daniel Lowe is an Arabic language and Gulf history specialist 
working at the British Museum which has one of the world’s 
largest and evolving collections of relevant material in the 
form of books and journals, newspapers, manuscripts, 
archives, and paintings, sound recordings and moving 
images, electronic resources, theses and maps.

The Jewish Historical Society meets at Ralli Hall, Denmark 
Villas, Hove, commencing at 7.45 pm. Lectures.  Lectures 
are followed by questions, discussion and light refreshments. 
There is no charge for members and students, but we charge 
only £4.00 to any most welcome visitors.

More information can be obtained from Arthur Oppenheimer 
at arthur@oppenheimer.co.uk or by ringing 01273 770094 and 
Godfrey Gould at g.gould15@btinternet.com or by ringing 
01273 419412.

A wonderful sight outside Ralli Hall greeted 
clients, volunteers and supporters of 
Helping Hands on Sunday 20th December 
– a gleaming new white bus!

This was the celebration of the culmination 
of several years’ work to plan for a much 
needed new vehicle, not just for bringing 
clients to Helping Hands teas, but for use 

by the Monday Club, the lunch and social club at Ralli Hall, 
AJEX, Chabad, L’chayim and other organisations within our 
community.

Sarah Wilks welcomed everyone for coming and spoke about 
all the support given. The Helping Hands bus team did a 
great job with fundraising and with the bus specifications, 
and trustees, the executive and volunteers were thanked for 
all their hard work. Crucially, a huge thank you was extended 
to all the incredibly generous donors, without whom the 
new bus would not now be on the road. On behalf of all the 
donors, many of whom did so anonymously, a few words 
were spoken by Aubrey Rose CBE, the chair of the Ark of 
Noah Trust, who was joined by other trustees from Brighton 
and London.   

Liz Shaw then spoke about the ‘star of the event’, the new 
bus. Its specifications were drawn up with the cooperation of 
Treka Bus Ltd and Community Transport (Brighton, Hove & 
Area) Ltd in order to provide the highest possible standard of 
vehicle. An exhibition was put up in the hall for all to see the 
bus design and finishing touches being made to it. The bus, 
as before, will be garaged at the latter’s Lewes Road depot 
and they will maintain the bus, keeping it warm and dry for 
our benefit in return for it being used to support Community 
Transport members when we are not using it. A great cross-
Jewish and wider community partnership that saves money 
too. 

Liz made one plea that Helping Hands really want to boost 
their small but wonderful team of four volunteer drivers and 
asked for others in the community to think about being a bus 
driver of the lovely new vehicle - no hat or uniform provided, 
but much appreciation of our clients guaranteed!

One of the major and indispensable uses of the bus is to 
bring older members of the community to the regular Helping 
Hands teas. One of the current clients, Helen Spector, 
describes all the help she receives from Helping Hands, from 
assisting her to fill in ‘blue badge’ forms to being driven to far-
flung hospital appointments with the bonus of an extra drive 
around the pretty villages of Sussex.

Helen explains how “many of us enjoy the Community Teas 
which we share at Ajex Hall in the Reform Synagogue. What 
a joy it is to sit and ‘mootle’ with our friends over a delicious 
tea, 10 star sandwiches so well made clearly with a lot of love 
which you can taste, an assortment of cakes and delicious 
tea. On top of which we have people to entertain us, and 
other things to amuse us.  Of course the raffle is so well 
organised and everyone enjoys their winnings. How lucky we 
are here in the Brighton and Hove area to have people who 
work so hard to make this event a success.”

For Helen, Sundays can be a very long and lonely day 
when there are no regular activities and family may be busy. 
Instead, coming to the teas means meeting up with “friends 
you can have a laugh and a joke with” including in her case, 
erstwhile customers from her days running Taylor’s Stores 
on Portland Road until the late 1960s. The final words must 
be left to Helen who says, “keep up the good work Helping 
Hands. You are much appreciated”.

Community Life

Helping Hands

Jewish Historical Society of 
England – Sussex Branch

01273 747722

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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It was 1993, the second year of the 
Bosnian War, and the small divided 
town of Mostar was under constant 
fire. Wounded children were 
trapped. Medical supplies had run 
out. The UN and other organisations 
had been unable to help in this 
dangerous war-torn environment. 
Help did eventually come. When it 
arrived it was in the unlikely form of 
a thirty-two year old Jewish woman 
from Brighton called Sally Becker. 
She had the courage to cross 
the front line into East Mostar to 
evacuate all the wounded children 
and earned the title of ‘Angel of 
Mostar’.

Sally’s work did not end after the 
Bosnian war and I am delighted that 
she has agreed to tell her story to 
Sussex Jewish News and to bring 
us up to date by briefing us on 
Operation HOPE, an initiative which 
aims to provide specialist help to 
refugee children in need of medical 
assistance.

Sally explained that it was not until 
the end of 1992 that she became 
aware of the war raging in Bosnia. It 
was then that a television news clip 
of a woman with a small child trying 
to cross a road in Sarajevo became 
etched in her mind. The film showed 
an area being targeted by snipers 
and the woman suddenly turning 
towards the camera and asking the 
simple question, ‘Why is no-one 
helping us?’. This touched a chord 
within Sally. She had known about 

the Holocaust from a very early 
age and was influenced by the 
tragedy of our own people who 
were also desperate for help. 
She decided that she could 
not be a bystander, but had 
to do something. She had no 
previous experience, but was 
eventually invited to become a 
volunteer in a refugee camp on 
the outskirts of Mostar where 
Croats controlled the West 
side and Bosnian Muslims the 
East. There she was able to 
use her skills as an artist to help 
traumatised children through Art 
Therapy.

It transpired that the 
Jewish Community 
on the west side of 
the town had heard 
of the presence 
of this young 
Jewish volunteer 
and asked her to 
obtain antibiotics 
urgently for an 
elderly member 
of the community 
who had been shot. 

Upon hearing of the delivery of the 
drugs, the leader of the Community 
obtained permission for Sally 
to travel freely in West Mostar, 

delivering aid to the small Jewish 
community, most of whom were 
living close to the front line. The 
nature of her role changed when a 
United Nations officer asked her to 
use her connections to evacuate a 
sick child from the East side which 
had been under siege for three 
months. In fact she managed to get 
permission to evacuate all of the 
wounded children. 

Upon reaching safety, Sally 
was surprised to be greeted by 
television crews who had lined up 
to interview her. She capitalised 
on the resultant publicity, by 
using it as an opportunity to raise 
funds, gather aid and recruit 
volunteers back in Britain to take 
a convoy into the besieged areas. 
A ceasefire was arranged and she 
led 200 volunteers in 56 trucks and 
ambulances to Bosnia, delivering 
aid to all sides and evacuating 98 
children and their families. The 
UN dubbed the mission Operation 
Angel.

In February 1994, when poor 
weather prevented convoys getting 
through, Sally got permission for a 
helicopter to take her to Nova Bila 
and bring out 55 wounded Catholic 
children and their families who were 
trapped in a monastery.

When the war spread to Kosovo, 
she crossed the mountains on foot 
to deliver medicines to the hospital 
in Junik. There she was confronted 

A Conversation with Sally Becker, The Angel of Mostar
by Bernard Swithern
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by the sight of sick and wounded 
children living in cellars beneath the 
rubble that was once their homes. 
The area was surrounded by 
Serbian paramilitaries and 
Sally was asked to take the 
children and their mothers 
to Albania, where they could 
receive medical treatment. Upon 
reaching the border the group 
was ambushed and ran back 
into the forest. Sally stayed 
behind to help a mother and her 
two children who were caught in 
the cross- fire. For a seemingly 
endless hour they lay in the 
foliage, trapped in the midst of 
machine gun fire and exploding 
rocket propelled grenades. Upon 
the appearance of a helicopter 
gun ship hovering overhead, they 
realised that they had no option but 
to surrender. The following day the 
woman and children were released, 
but Sally was sentenced to 30 days 
in prison. Due to the intervention of 
Lord Cohen in the British Parliament 
she was pardoned after two weeks. 
She immediately returned to Albania 
to trace the children and found 
them all, except for three; two boys 
and a girl who had already left for 
Switzerland. In spite of being shot 
through the leg outside her hotel, 
she spent several weeks organising 
treatment abroad for the children 
and their families.

I felt compelled to interrupt at this 
point in the conversation. Having 
listened to Sally’s incredible exploits 
I was keen to know what drove 
her to persist? Was she immune 
to fear? How could it be possible 
to return to life in urban Hove? 
In a few words she confessed 
to being frightened, feeling a 
sense of purpose and apart from 
occasionally being accosted in the 
local supermarket by the words 
“Aren’t you …?”, she leads a normal 
life.

Stop press!! Sally has just told me 
that only yesterday she received a 
Facebook message from three of 
the children that she had brought 
across the mountain. The three 

she hadn’t been able to trace. The 
accompanying photograph shows 
them just before the evacuation. 

Sally has since become a Goodwill 
Ambassador for Children for 
Peace, a multi-faith charity, which 
runs programmes for Israeli and 
Palestinian children. In 2012 she 
was honoured to be invited to carry 
the Olympic flag in the opening 
ceremony of the London Olympic 
Games.

The story does not end here.

A new chapter is opening. Sally was 
recently elected as a Trustee for 
Hadassah UK and has established 
an emergency response team to 
help victims of war. She is working 
alongside Professor Eitan Kerem, 
the head of Paediatrics at Hadassah 
to provide medical treatment for 
young victims of war or disaster in 
areas across the globe. HOPE, the 
Hadassah Outreach Programme 
Europe, is an important and 
imaginative response to human 
suffering and is being launched as 
we go to press.

From the sanitised comfort of 
our armchairs we have all seen 
televised pictures of desperate, 
hopeless masses wearily making 
their way across the footpaths 
of Europe to try to escape the 
slaughter and destruction in their 
former neighbourhoods. UNICEF 
reports that seven and a half million 
Syrian children are currently in need 
of humanitarian aid. Two million are 
living as refugees in neighbouring 
countries or on the move as 

part of a global migrant crisis. In 
the Balkans, the recent influx of 
refugees has outstripped the ability 

of any local health care system 
to provide the required care.

Sally has been tasked with 
raising funds for the first 
mission to help those children 
who are most in need of 
medical treatment. Furthermore, 
it will also be transferable to 
other locations and emergency 
situations in support of the work 
of international aid agencies 
working throughout the region. 
This will not only save lives but 
will help to reduce the strain on 

existing medical resources.

Wars continue across the globe. 
Terrified homeless refugees 
continue to wearily tramp across 
mountains and children continue to 
become innocent victims. But the 
Hadassah Team of Jewish, Muslim 
and Christian doctors will show 
the world what humanity can make 
possible.

If you would like to know more 
about this bold initiative, visit the 
website www.roadtopeace.org.uk

As a Jew
by Simon Rickman

As a Jew...

 In the Diaspora, I’ve been told that I’m 
too weak;

Yet in Israel do I find my strength.

In the Diaspora, I’ve been told that I’m 
too powerful;

Yet in Israel do I find my force.

In the Diaspora, I’ve been told that I’m 
too kind;

Yet in Israel do I find my comfort.

In the Diaspora, I’ve been told that I’m 
too loud;

Yet in Israel do I find my voice.

In the Diaspora, I’ve been told that I had 
no future;

Yet in Israel do I see the light.

In the Diaspora, I have been deceived;

Yet in Israel do I find my worth.
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The fifth of Tevet marks a special milestone for Shterna and 
myself. On this day 12 years ago, we boarded a BA flight at 
New York’s JFK on our way to our new positions as Chabad 
Shluchim to Brighton.

The English date was New Year’s Eve 2004. We remember it 
well, as Heathrow had a skeleton staff for New Year’s Day, so 
we waited an hour for our luggage to arrive.

I don’t know where to start! We honestly had very little clue 
of what to expect, other than that Rabbi Pesach and Mrs 
Penina Efune and their (then) younger children were waiting 
enthusiastically to welcome us to the city and introduce us to 
Brighton & Hove’s Jewish community.

Our job description was varied. Inspire seniors. Teach young 
children. Run youth programmes and work with young 
adults and young couples. And assist with congregational 
responsibilities at the BHHC’s West Hove Synagogue. Oh, 
and get involved with the student community too.

Funny how things go. At the time I was slightly relieved that 
the student stuff would be pretty low down on the list, almost 
like an after-thought. We were fairly young, close in age to 
the students and all that, but I felt safer on the Bimah in the 
Synagogue, or at the front of the classroom, than in informal 
conversations with students. On a regular Friday night 
nowadays, I get challenged with an average of 10 hard-hitting 
questions, relating to all areas of Jewish life, Halacha and 
philosophy. Change and growth is exciting, rewarding and so 
much more.

We’d bought a few too many books and some furniture as 
newlyweds in the USA. Noah would have been impressed by 
our 20ft container, packed to the door, with everything but 
the kitchen sink. The incredulous look on the lorry driver’s 
face, when he discovered that we’d given up the good life in 
the United States, choosing instead ‘backwater’ Brighton, 
England, will probably make me smile for many years to 
come.

Raizel was born in March of that year, just 2½ months after 
our arrival, followed by Mushka in the summer of 2005. ‘A 
Mentch Tracht und G-t Lacht – ‘We plan and the Almighty has 
a good chuckle’ is a wonderful expression. We thought we’d 

settle down for a while. During our first 10 years, we lived 
in Braemore Court, Pembroke Gardens and Medina Villas, 
all in Hove. Then Golden Lane (Norfolk Sq), Vere Road and 
Elm Grove in Brighton. Along that journey, Mendel, Shmulik, 
Yankel and Chana made their safe arrivals into our lives.

By this point, our job description had well and truly been 
transformed; our lives had become intertwined with that of 
the Jewish students and the universities. We continue to be 
part of the local Jewish community in so many ways, cherish 
the many relationships formed, and feel blessed to include 
so many of its members as our friends. But our passion and 
commitment is to the students, here in Brighton and beyond, 
as far as Canterbury in the east and Southampton to the 
west.

As directors of Chabad at SE Coast Universities, we think 
we’re doing some pretty important stuff. And to get this stuff 
done, we needed some space. Mind you, our growing family 
needed a bit of space too. So in the summer of 2013, we 
moved into our Chabad House, overlooking The Level, in 
Brighton’s densely student-populated area. We’re technically 
in Hanover, which the locals consider more Bohemian than 
Bohemia, and being part of the local Facebook community 
group provides daily entertaining reminders of the colourful 
community we live in. University of Brighton’s Phoenix Halls 
are virtually in our back garden and the noise of rowdy, 
intoxicated students throughout the night, reminds us that 
we’ve chosen our location well. Levi, now almost 2, was born 
soon after we had settled into the Chabad House.

How does one reflect on 12 years without boring reader or 
writer?

Students face all sorts of pressures. Sadly, over the years, 
we’ve had the difficult task of counselling students through 
very challenging circumstances, including suicide attempts. 
When mentioning this recently to someone, the apt response 
was “Wow, what you and Shterna do is really important”. We 
couldn’t agree more!

Rosh Hashanah dinners. Kol Nidrei and Neilah Services. 
Sukkot events, Chanukah parties and Giant Menorah 
Lightings. Weekly Lunch ‘n Learns at 3 different universities  
and Pizza n Parsha. Shabbat dinners and women’s issues. 
And dozens of one-to-one sessions, for learning, counselling 
or just caring.

During the academic term, breathing is a luxury.  

So on this 12th anniversary, the first thing I’m thankful for is 
that it’s not term-time, so I can actually reflect. We are now in 
our 13th year in Brighton. We’re determined, more than ever, 
to grow during our Bar Mitzvah year and the years to follow.

We thank our partners who’ve made our success thus far a 
reality. Our friends for their encouragement and support and 
our students for making it all worthwhile. And our kids for all 
being such wonderful members of our team.

L’chaim to the next 12 years. 

Mazal Tov - we’re preparing for our Bar Mitzvah
by Rabbi Zalman Lewis
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Here Comes the Judge      
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 

The first Sidra of this month is called Mishpatim, which means 
Judgements or Ordinances. It deals largely with the type of 
laws which we find in every modern civilisation; relating to 
finance, damages, property and social welfare. 
What is particularly interesting is the Torah’s general approach 
to jurisprudence. Rashbam (noted 12th century commentator 
on the Bible and Talmud) commenting on the eponymous 
second word of the Sidra, states that it is an acronym for a 
phrase in Hebrew which means the judge is commanded 
to make a compromise before he makes judgement. Why? 
Surely the law is the law and the judge’s function is to rule 
according to the strict letter of the law rather than create a 
construct which sends both sides home ‘happy’? 
Maimonides (Mishneh Torah,The Laws of Chanukah 4:14) 

says the following: “the whole Torah was given to make peace 
in the world. Judaism regards people, and their feelings, as 
of paramount importance. The Talmud (Bava Metzia 58b) 
expressly forbids us to make hurtful comments because ‘just 
as we can hurt someone financially we can hurt someone 
verbally”. Peace is not simply the by-product of two parties 
agreeing; it is a valuable commodity in its own right which we 
should strive for even if it requires sacrifice. Hence it is better 
to find a compromise which leaves both parties happy than 
to make a ruling which leaves bad will and enmity. Of course 
this is contingent on both parties agreeing, as the Rashbam 
continues in his commentary only if they are both willing. If 
the compromise is not acceptable to everyone involved then 
the judge will revert to a strictly legal ruling.
In the words of Hillel (Avot 1:12) Be amongst the students of 
Aaron: Love peace and pursue peace. Love people and bring 
them close to Torah.

First Catered ‘Lunch and Learn’ a Great Hit      
Twenty five people gathered in the Mark Luck Hall for the 
BHHC’s inaugural Catered Lunch and Learn. For just £5 they 
enjoyed a three course meal of vegetable soup, haddock in 
white sauce with duchesse potatoes and vegetables and a 
dessert of apple sponge cake with hot custard. Rabbi Rader 
delivered a talk on the subject Why Are There No Miracles 
Any More? which was met with applause from the assembled 
gathering. 

This new project is subsidised by the Chief Rabbi’s Centre 
for Rabbinic Excellence which enables us to keep the price 
down. All are welcome; men and women of all ages, whether 
or not members of the Congregation a fact that was reflected 
in the attendance at this first session. 

The next 
session will 
take place on 
Wednesday 
17 February, 
12.15 – 1.30 
pm, when 
the subject 
will be After 
the Ghetto 
– Jewish 
Identity in 
the Modern 
World. To reserve a place contact the Shul office on 01273 
888 855 or office@bhhc-shul.org.uk no later than Friday 12 
February. Please bear in mind that we have a limited number 
of places that will be allocated on a first come first served 
basis.

On other Wednesdays there is a ‘lower key’ Lunch and Learn 
at the same venue, 12.30 – 1.30 pm, with a lighter meal. 
Entrance is just £3 and the topic is based on the Sidra of the 
week or an upcoming festival. Once again, all are welcome. 
For further information call Rabbi Rader on 0777 565 3897.

Our Weekly Shiurim      
Three shiurim are held every week at 31 New Church Road, 
Hove.

Wednesdays, 12.30 - 1.30 pm. Lunch and Learn for 
all. 
A light informal lunch followed by a shiur. £3 a head.

Please note that on one Wednesday of each month the shiur 
will begin 12.15 pm and will include a fully catered three 
course meal courtesy of a grant from the Chief Rabbi’s Centre 
for Rabbinic Excellence.  The cost is only £5 a head. Future 
dates will be 17 February, 16 March, 13 April, 11 May and 8 
June. Pre-booking is absolutely essential to the Shul Office.

Thursdays, 10.00 to 11 am. Ladies’ Shiur. (no charge).

Saturdays, half an hour before Minchah (times vary - 
please see weekly notices). The shiur is followed by Minchah, 
a Seudah Shilitit and Ma’ariv (no charge).

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
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BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

A New Face at the Knesset, and why it matters
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

A new MP has recently been sworn in at the Knesset. His 
name is Amir Ohana. He is a member of the Likud Party and 
has replaced a colleague of the same party. This means that 
a large number of Israeli voters (and Likud members) had 
voted for him. Not a minor matter, because Ohana is gay. He 
is, indeed, the first openly gay MP in Israel, which is quite a 
remarkable fact in itself. 

Throughout all the Middle East, members of the LGBT 
community are persecuted, tortured, put in jail, while in 
Israel things are so different. This is to the point that we may 
wonder why there is such a big fuss about an MP who also 
happens to be gay. It should be just obvious.

But I think this is remarkable, because Ohana is a member 
of the Likud party and like many of the Likud voters, is a 
Mizrahi, a Jew of Middle Eastern heritage. This is an ethnic 
group that ever since the 70s, has been voting for the Likud 
party in a constant, if not increasing number. If you wander 
around the stronghold of Mizrahi culture that is in the Mahane 
Yehuda market, you’ll see the portrait of Menachem Begin or 
other Likud leaders, next to that of a Rabbi from Yemen or 
Morocco.

For those of you who don’t know, the culture of North African 
Jews is probably not so different from Arab culture. Their 
Jewish culture and religiosity resembles that of many Muslim 
Arabs. They are not exactly religious (frum, as in Yiddish), but 
they are rather traditional, and have a strong, Mediterranean 
sense of family values. This is also the family background of 
Amir Ohana. He opened his maiden speech emotionally by 
saying: “I am here as the son of Meir and Esther Ohana, who 
emigrated from Morocco to build a country”. 

This is impressive, because the culture of North African Jews 
is definitively not gay friendly. But something must have 
happened, over the last decade. Many Mizrahi Jews trust and 

have voted for an MP who is openly gay. Yet only a few years 
ago, this would have been unimaginable; now, it’s just part of 
political life. The superstitious, backwards, tribal, chauvinistic, 
patriarchal, some even say “Fascist”, voters of Likud are now 
proud to count a gay MP in their midst. 

So some monumental change has happened in that Middle 
Eastern culture. And this is something that clearly has 
not happened in the Muslim Middle Eastern culture, or in 
the Arab world. I cannot define what has happened. I am 
not a sociologist; I am just a Rabbi. But I suspect that the 
increased acceptance of the LGBT community in the Mizrahi 
society has something to do with Judaism. This is because 
our religion, or if you prefer our culture, is able to adapt and 
evolve, and can keep its boundaries, whilst not changing its 
identity and its core values. 

Judaism can provide its members, that is all of us, with a 
wonderful and rewarding sense of collective belonging. At the 
same time, it can include, literally, all members of the tribe, 
regardless of their personal details, such as the colour of the 
skin and their sexual inclination. That, for me, is the wonderful 
strength of being Jewish.

 
  

Bat Mitzvah of Maia Matofska-Dyer, 10.30 am

Community Tea, 2.30 pm

Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm

Book Club, 9.15 am 
Bar Mitzvah of Adam Firsht, 10.30 am

Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Shabbat Doroteinu & Shabbaton, 10.30 am 
Havdala, 6.00 pm

13-15yrs Youth Group, 5.00 pm

Bat Mitzvah of Orli Tarragano, 10.30 am

Bulletin Board – February 2016 
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HHC
Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The Two Adar
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The tenth February and eleventh March will both be the 
First of Adar, because 5776/2016 is a Jewish leap year, 
with an extra month of Adar. 2016 is itself a leap year, 
having an extra day in February, which occurs every four 
years.

The secular year is a solar calendar of 365 ¼ days; 
the Jewish year is a lunar with 354 days, which means 
that there is a difference of 11¼ days between the two 
calendars.

Since Pesach must always be in the springtime (the 
northern hemisphere), as that is when the Israelites were 
freed from Egypt (March/April time) and to make certain 
that this festival never moves out of that thirty day period, 
there is an extra thirty day month of Adar every two to 
three years, to make up the loss of 11¼ days each year. 
This keeps the two calendars – solar and lunar – together.

2016 (5776) will be the conclusion of a nineteen-year 
cycle, with seven leap years, which began in 1997. So, 
starting from Rosh Hashana 5777 (2016-17), another 
nineteen-year cycle will begin: the third, sixth, eighth, 
eleventh, fourteenth, seventeenth and nineteenth year will 
have the extra Adar (Sheini).

Once Pesach is fixed (never earlier than the end of March, 
or later than the end of April), all the festivals fall likewise 

within a thirty-day period from year to year. This is why, 
for example, Rosh Hashanah can fall in the first week of 
September, the middle of the month or as late as the first 
week of October.

Though we refer to the second month of Adar as if it is the 
leap month (Adar Sheini), the actual extra Adar is the first 
of the two, which is why Purim, which must be exactly one 
month before Pesach, always occurs in the Adar closest 
to the month of Nisan.

Whenever there is a two Adar year, the fourteenth and 
fifteenth of the leap month are called Purim Katan (Little 
Purim) and Shushan Purim Katan. They will fall this year 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, 23 and 24 February. Purim 
and Shushan Purim will occur on Thursday and Friday 24 
and 25 March.

 
 
 

Talmud Shiur, 11.00 am

Ladies Discussion, 10.30 am 
Talmud Shiur, 11.00 am

Purim Katan

Shushan Purim Katan

February Diary
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BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

 

This year we are celebrating the 250th anniversary of Brighton 
Jewry. Liberal Judaism in Britain began in 1902, with the 
establishment of the Jewish Religious Union (JRU). The story 
of Liberal/Progressive Jewish life in Brighton and Hove started 
in 1929. I would like to share with you the account of the 
congregation’s beginnings that is included in Liberal Judaism. 
The First Hundred Years (London, 2004, pp.93-4) by Rabbi 
Lawrence Rigal, z”l, who ministered to the Settlement Synagogue 
in the East End for many years, and Rosita Rosenberg, Executive 
Director of what was then called the Union of Liberal Progressive 
Synagogues from 1989 to 1997 (I have added supplementary 
information in square brackets).
“In 1929 Miss [Lily] Montagu and Dr [Israel] Mattuck [two of 
the three founders of Liberal Judaism, together with Dr Claude 
Montefiore] met with some Brighton residents who wanted 
occasional Saturday afternoon services, but they had reluctantly 
decided that until there was strong support, they should not 
proceed. It was not until 1935 that sufficient people had gathered 
together to make a viable start. On this occasion the meeting 
took place at the home of Mrs Woolf. Miss Gertrude Heilbron 
agreed to be secretary. That autumn High Holy Day services 
were organised in the Hove Town Hall, and were conducted by 
Rev Marcus Goldberg, a graduate of Jews’ College, who for a 

time had been minister to an Orthodox congregation. The JRU 
provided the prayer books and agreed to pay any deficit. Miss 
Montagu borrowed a scroll from the Orthodox synagogue in 
Manette Street (later in Dean Street).
“Following these services, which had attendances of 80 –120, 
they agreed to form a congregation. John de Lange became the 
first Chairman. The JRU gave them a grant of £350 for the first 
year to enable them to engage Rev. Goldberg as their minister, 
and in March 1936 the congregation was officially founded [as 
the Brighton and Hove Liberal Synagogue]. Regular services 
were begun in a loaned house in New Church Road [belonging to 
the Coleman-Cohen family: No. 29 – now part of the premises of 
Brighton and Hove Hebrew Congregation]. As the building was 
not wired for electricity, these early services were lit by gaslight. 
Later, in 1937, they bought the Royal Gymnasium in Lansdowne 
Road and converted it into a synagogue. The building was 
consecrated on 18 September 1938. The congregation obtained 
a portion of the municipal cemetery [on the North side of Old 
Shoreham Road] for its burials.”
Sadly, the founder members of the synagogue have long since 
passed away. I was honoured to meet Joan Coleman-Cohen, 
the last survivor, and fortunately, one of our members, Betty 
Skolnick, recorded her recollections of the early days of the 

congregation before she died. We are blessed with a handful of 
members, whose memories go back to the immediate post-war 
period, including, Anne Carr, who will be celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of becoming part of the Shul with a Mi Shebeirach 
and special Kiddush on February 27. I will write about them, 
and the Youth Group they founded in the next instalment. 

Liberal Judaism in Brighton & Hove. Part 1: The Early Years
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

News@BHPS

The New Synagogue
In December 2015, 
BHPS embarked on 
a new adventure with 
the opening of their 
redeveloped, state-
of-the-art synagogue. 
Today the internal 
layout of the ‘new’ 
synagogue offers a 
sanctuary, office, library, educational rooms, pastoral care, a 
social area, kitchen and toilet with accommodation over two 
floors. Chair of BHPS, Peter Bennett Speck said, “I believe 
that the new building is a tangible representation of the truly 
inclusive and progressive vision that Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 
has been tirelessly working towards making a reality for us 
for the past fifteen years. We should all feel a proud sense of 
accomplishment for what we have achieved”. 
Exploring Judaism is led by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah and is 
OPEN TO ALL those who wish to broaden and deepen their 
Jewish knowledge.  All classes will be held on Shabbat from 
2.15-3.45 pm, after the Access to Hebrew class (1.00-2.00 pm). 
Call the Office for more information. 
Unit 4: From Life to Death
6 Feb     Birth
13 Feb   Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Kabbalat Torah
20 Feb   Kiddushin: Marriage
27 Feb   Divorce
5 March Death & Mourning
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Dear Editor 

There is always at least one article in 
your excellent magazine that connects 
with a subject of personal interest. Brian 
Megitt’s piece in Issue 258 is a good 
example.

At the end of September last, 
the community was treated to a 
presentation by IsraAid, showing how 
Israeli volunteers have helped the 
victims of natural disasters, wherever in 
the world.

More recently Jill and I attended a 
Shaare Zedek event in the City of 
London at which the principal speaker 
was Dr. Ofer Merin, director of the 
trauma unit at Shaare Zedek and deputy 
director of the hospital in Jerusalem.

Furthermore Dr. Merin, as a reserve 
Lieutenant Colonel, is also in charge of 
the IDF emergency response unit, and 
he spoke movingly of how that unit has 
been able to help survivors in recently 
disasters, such as Sri Lanka, the 
Philippines, Haiti. Japan and Nepal.

Readers may be interested in two facts 
about the latter two disasters.

How many know that the Israeli unit 
provided one third of all those helping 
in Nepal? I guess no-one, as this fact 
has never appeared in the UK media. 
Dr. Merin produced a slide showing 
the contributions from the nations that 
responded – please see the diagram 
below.

Secondly, how many know which 
nations’ medical teams were accepted 
by the Japanese authorities? I 
suspect the same ignorance, for the 
same reason. In the case of Japan, 
many nations offered medical aid but 
Japanese law prohibits foreigners from 
treating local people!

The IDF team, as a strategy, is a 
self-sufficient unit, not requiring local 
resources, but that in itself would 
not have been sufficient. Using the 
approach, which would have been 
approved by our sages throughout the 
ages, the IDF team reached agreement 
with the Japanese authorities that they 
would work ‘under’ the supervision 
of local physicians and all medical 
decisions would be by agreement.

In this way the IDF team were not 
“directly” treating local people, and this 
complied with the law.

We should all be proud of the 
humanitarian approach of MDA, Shaare 
Zedek and others in Israel and spread 
the word whenever we can.

Yours sincerely, Ivor Richards

Editor’s Note: Since receiving the above 
article, we note that in the MailOnline 
of 10 January 2016, it was reported 
that IsraAid, the Israeli humanitarian 
aid agency, has flown a team into 
Britain to help people flooded in the 
north of England. They flew in a four-
person team to help rebuild homes and 
distribute supplies in Leeds after the 

city was flooded in a Christmas deluge. 
The charity, which does most of its work 
in developing countries, confirmed to 
MailOnline that this was the first time 
they have deployed to Britain.

Dear Editor 

Rabbi Silverman’s excellent article in 
your December issue confirms the 
explanation given to me by Chaim 
Moscovitch, a Sofer (religious scribe) 
from London, when he examined the 
two old Megillat Esther at Middle Street 
Synagogue last summer. The younger 
of the two is written in Sephardi script 
and was presented to The Brighton 
Congregation (then at Devonshire Place) 
by Isaac Foligno in 5607 (1846). It was 
written several decades earlier but is 
still in not unreasonable condition. The 
older of the two was also written in 
Sephardi script (the shape of the letter 
‘shin’ gives the game away) at least 
some three centuries ago and in India. 
Much of the beginning of it is in poor 
condition but Chaim was sure that it 
could be restored. Interestingly, the last 
section is on different parchment to the 
rest and is written by a different hand. 
Most intriguingly, however, is the fact 
that the word ‘m’hodu’  (ie ‘from India’) 
has been deliberately excised!

Godfrey R Gould

Editor’s Note: We apologize for the 
typing error in the December issue and 
would point out that 5707 equates to 
1946-1947. 

Dear Editor 

If Mr Abrahams would care to move 
from his observation on page 7 of your 
December 2015 issue regarding the 
Ralli Hall Kosher Meat kitchen to page 
17, he will see a photograph of a hot 
salt beef dinner. This was cooked in 
and served from the strictly Kosher 
Meat Kitchen at the Mark Luck Hall at 
New Church Road Shul. Many of our 
community and from elsewhere have 
enjoyed such meals during the years 
likewise prepared in that kitchen, and 
which is always under Strict Orthodox 
Rabbinic supervision.

Yours sincerely, Godfrey R Gould

Your views
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What’s on: February 2016     
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton. Tel: 01273 321919 
 ¢ Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport. 

Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  

at Chabad House 01273 321919
 ¢ Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Personalising Prayer – an in-depth look at the 

Morning Prayers and their relevance and meaning for our lives. Enjoy herbal 
teas and delicious snacks. All ladies welcome. 8.00 pm at Chabad House 01273 
321919

 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk 

Tuesdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  
 ¢ Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   

Tel:  01273 503708. Recommenced 19 January
 ¢ Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 ¢ JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members 
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 

Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 ¢ Mummy and Me (0-2 years) Baby Group at Torah Montessori Nursery from 

11.00 am to 1.00 pm.  Enjoy the company, spacious well-equipped area, a light 
brunch and music time!

 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

 ¢ Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 8.15 - 

9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 

month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30 - 5.00 

pm, CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 
      Wednesday 3
 ¢ JACS with guest speaker Maxine Priestly on The History of 

Women’s Freemasonry at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2.00 members, £2.50 non-members 
 
Saturday 6

 ¢ WIZO Quiz@home To join a local team or register, contact nicky@
wizouk.org 

 ¢ BUBLICHKI Musical Evening with Polina Shepherd and the 
London Russian Choir, The London Yiddish Choir, The Brighton 
& Hove Russian Choir, The Chutzpah Choir (Brighton & Hove) 
at the Brighton Unitarian Church, New Road, Brighton BN1 
1UF 6.00 - 7.00 pm Tickets £5.00 on the door 
 
Monday 8  

 ¢ Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the March 2016 
issue.  Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org 
  
Wednesday 10   

 ¢ Centre for German-Jewish Studies/Association of Jewish 
Refugees at the University of Sussex - Holocaust Memorial Event 
commencing at 1.30 pm at the Jubilee Building Lecture 
Theatre, Falmer. Event is free and open to all, but booking is 
essential as seating is limited. Book your place at www.sussex.
ac.uk/cgjs/hmd or email d.franklin@sussex.ac.uk or ring 01273 
678771 or 0208 455 4785  

 ¢ JACS Visit to the University of Sussex for the Holocaust 
Memorial Day events 
  
Monday 15   

 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) with guest speaker 
Godfrey Gould on The men who built the railways at 10.45 am 
Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove (£1.50). Tel: 0208 385 3070 or 
email esther@ajr.co.uk 
 
Wednesday 17  

 ¢ JACS Details to be announced.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members  
 
Tuesday 23  

 ¢ Jewish Historical Society – Sussex Branch Sussex Branch with 
guest speaker Daniel Lowe on The Jews of the Persian Gulf. 
Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 7.45 pm.  No charge for 
members or students/ £4 visitors. For information contact 
arthur@aoppenheimer.co.uk or ring 01273 770094 or 
g.gould915@btinternet.com or ring 01273 419412 
 
Wednesday 24  

 ¢ JACS - Annual General Meeting at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 5
Fri 12
Fri 19
Fri 26

NOTABLE DATES
Tuesday 23
Wednesday 24

Out 

Sat 6
Sat 13
Sat 20
Sat 27

Light Candles 

4.40 pm
4.53 pm
5.05 pm
5.17 pm

Purim Katan
Shushan Purim Katan

Havdalah 

5.52 pm
6.03 pm
6.15 pm
6.26 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their 

vehicle.
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON

The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, 
HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and 
Kosher bread available weekly by 
courtesy of Lubavitch Brighton 

from Premier Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your 

order so that we know how many to 

supply. Orders can be collected on 

Thursdays or Fridays. 


