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The first recorded Jew in Brighton, 
Israel Samuel (Cohen), lived at 22 
East Street in 1766, where he was 
a silversmith, toyman (making bijou 
ornaments for ladies boudoirs) 
and lodging-house keeper. From 
these small beginnings our 
Jewish community has grown and 
contributed massively to the locality 
in general. Some 22 (out of over 
200) buses running in the City 
are named after Jews (or those 
of recent Jewish descent). These 
include David Mocatta (architect), 
Baron Goldsmid (property 
developer), Henry Solomon (Chief 
Constable), Sir John Howard 
(engineer, entrepreneur, financier 
and philanthropist), Lord Cohen 
(millionaire socialist and Mayor) and 
Dr Julius Carlebach (academic and 
communal worker).

These and many others have left 
their physical mark in this area in 
hospitals, homes, synagogues, 
statues and a spectacular 
mausoleum. Some have been 
knighted, ennobled, been members 
of Parliament and have engaged 
in local politics, education and 
businesses. Certainly the Brighton 

and Hove Jewish community 
has punched well above its 
weight. Growing in the nineteenth 
century it reached its apogee

 

in the mid-twentieth century. 
Since then, like most provincial 
Jewish communities, numbers 
have declined. But we are still 
vibrant enough to support four 
Congregations, a Jewish Centre, 
Homes for the elderly and others in 
need, and many social, charitable 
and intellectual organisations. And, 
of course, this very special monthly 
Journal.

2016 is the 250th anniversary of 
our Jewish community and we 
have much to celebrate. Elsewhere 
will be found details of the many 
activities that are being planned 
to recognise all that has been 
achieved. Our history is just that - 
but we must now look forward and 
build on our distinguished past.

Godfrey Gould

But we are still vibrant enough 
to support four Congregations, 
a Jewish Centre, Homes for 

the elderly and others in need, 
and many social, charitable and 

intellectual organisations.
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Your News
Births
•  Mazel tov to Simon & Natasha Goldstone (members of 

BHRS) on the birth of their daughter Laska Violet who was 
born on 19 November 2015.  

•  Mazel tov to Estelle Simon on the birth of her great-grand-
son in November.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to James Anderson, Ann Crook, Linda Felsenstein 
(December), Miriam Flexer, Marian Gottlieb, Muriel Lewis, 
Victoria Pashaei-Nia, Frances Shepherd and all who are 
celebrating special birthdays

Special Anniversaries
Mazel tov to Sioned & Peter Vos on the celebration of their 
Ruby Wedding.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleima to Eva Alexander, Alan Bestrode, 
Barbara Comiskey, Kate Davidson, Nicholas Godfrey, Dennis 
Hollis, David Huglin, Stan Lassman, Julie Marks, Stuart 
Panto, Beatrice Sofaer-Bennett, Warwick Winston and all who 
are unwell or in hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Simon Lecash z’l, Ruth 
Phillips z’l (mother of Margaret Wood), Marcel Thun z’l.

Thank You 
Stuart Panto would like to thank everyone for their good wishes 

for ‘a speedy recovery’ after his recent operation.

Thank You from Doris 
A huge thank you to all my wonderful kind and thoughtful friends, 
relatives, rabbis and members of our community for their visits, 

greeting cards, phone calls and good wishes for a speedy recovery 
after a hip replacement operation.  I have been truly blessed with 
your kindness and am happy to say that I am recovering very well.

Your views 

SJN has a prominent notice advising anyone in hospital to 
let their shul office know when they are in hospital. I recently 
had a week in Sussex County following a fall in my flat which 
left me with a loss of confidence re walking. Before the day 
was out and after speaking to BHHC admin, I was visited by 
Rabbi Rader who asked whether there was anything I wanted. 
“Yes”, I replied. “Hospital food lives up to its reputation 
so a smoked salmon and cream cheese bagel would be 
appreciated”.  Before Shabbat, Rabbi was back with 2 
bagels, so at least I had two enjoyable meals during my stay. 
On Sunday a Protestant vicar and a Catholic priest visited the 
ward.  I told them about the bagels, to which they replied that 
there was no way that they could provide such fare.

David Schaverien

I read with great pleasure the article by Rabbi Silverman on 
‘Viscount Herbert Samuel’ in SJN. However, as noted in the 
text, his correct title was Viscount Samuel of Toxteth and Mt 
Carmel. It is a common error to include a peer’s first name in 
titles. Thus it is not Lord Jonathan Sacks, but The Lord Sacks 
or Baron Sacks of Aldgate.

Your readers might also be interested to note that Sir Herbert 
Samuel (as he then was) was Home Secretary (and Acting 
Leader of the Liberal Party in the House of Commons) in 
the National Government of August-November 1931. In that 
same administration another Jew was Foreign Secretary (and 
Leader of the Liberal Party in the House of Lords) and that 
was Rufus Isaacs, Marquess of Reading.

Yours sincerely,

Godfrey R Gould

Brighton Jewry 250
by Michael Crook

Welcome to 2016, a very special year in the history of the 
Jewish community of Brighton and Hove. As we hope most 
of you will know, 2016 will mark 250 years since the first 
known record of a Jewish resident in Brighton. Israel Samuel 
(Cohen) was married at the Great Synagogue in London and 
gave his address as 22, East Street, Brighton.

To celebrate this, the Sussex Branch of the Jewish 
Historical Society Of England - Sussex Branch is compiling 
an Anthology of Brighton Jewry and we have almost 50 
contributions to date. Our thanks go to the many members 
of the community who have contributed but we still need 
help with information about two organisations that have 
ceased operating in the town. First, B’nai B’rith, where 
we have some history for the Young Adults and the Youth 
Organisation, but little about the adult lodge, particularly 
when it was formed, by whom, and what activities it 
provided. Second, for a short while in the 1980s JLGB were 
active at Ralli Hall, but there seems to be little information as 
to dates and personnel involved. If you can assist with either 
of these, do please contact me.

The Anthology will be available in the Spring, but in the 
meantime there is a unique opportunity to have your 
name added to our Subscribers list, including receiving 
a numbered copy, with all recipients of numbered copies 
listed in the publication. To join this select group will cost 
only £25.00, compared with the expected publication price 
of £10.00. Please contact me if you wish to become a 
subscriber.

Finally, and just for fun and community interest, we would 
like to identify families who have over 100 years continuous 
connections with Brighton. Records show that my great-
grandfather, Woolf Crook was living here by 1894: can you 
beat that?

If you can, or can give us any other relevant information, then 
please contact Michael Crook at amcrook321@gmail.com.

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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AJEX
by Norman Grant

The Brighton, Hove & District Branch has had a busy 
November, which of course is the period of remembrance 
of those of our community and the country at large, who 
bravely fought and gave their today, so that we can have our 
tomorrow.

We also salute all those who fought for our freedom and in 
many cases, our survival. 

The Branch took part in many remembrance services in the 
City, the major one at the Old Steine on 11th November, 
which is the Brighton & Hove Civic Service and is the City’s 
tribute to the war dead. Our wreath, among many others, was 
laid in memory of those Jewish servicemen who have died 
serving our country.

That afternoon, our own AJEX Annual Memorial Service 
was held Hove Hebrew Congregation, Holland Road, with 
a packed congregation, headed by the Lord Lieutenant of 
East Sussex, representing the Queen, the Mayor of the City, 
the High Sheriff, MPs and representatives of the emergency 
services, together with Rabbonim and other religious clerics 
and our own Jewish community.

I think we should be proud of the esteem with which the 
Jewish community of this City is held, by the presence of 

these dignitaries and their willingness to hear of our service to 
this country.

Before the service, ably conducted by Rabbi Silverman, the 
Branch Standard was processed in followed by our veterans, 
many wearing their own and close family medals, followed by 
the Lord Lieutenant, Mayor and High Sheriff.

The Branch Chairman gave an address, the Rabbi gave a 
sermon and the Last Post was played followed by a silence. 
The singing of the National Anthem concluded the service.

Tea was served after the Service, to great acclaim, and I 
would like to thank Michele and Stanley Cohen of the Hove 
Hebrew Congregation for their help in making this, our most 
important event of the year, possible.

We are holding our Annual AJEX Holocaust Memorial Service 
on Sunday, 24th January at Meadow View Cemetery, Bear 
Road, Brighton, at 11am, conducted by Rabbi Silverman, so 
please try to be there to remember our six million dead.

We look forward to a peaceful year: our members will be 
informed of the trips we are planning, one of which will be 
a visit to IWM Duxford, the Imperial War Museum’s historic 
plane collection.

Lest we forget.

Dr Arthur Curtis
by Sally Harris, née Curtis

After serving in Singapore in the Royal 
Air Force just at the end of the war, Dr 
Arthur Curtis settled in Brighton, Sussex, 
and set up a two-person practice. He 
was a traditional 24/7, seven days a 
week, caring GP. In the early years he 
delivered babies, and he would get 
up in the middle of the night to see 
his patients, especially children. He 
remained a GP in Brighton for 40 years.

He and his wife Sheila joined the 
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
as founder members in 1955, and were 
great friends with Rabbi and Rhoda 
Rosenblum. He was thrilled when 
enough funding meant that they could 
finally build the present building with its 
beautiful stained glass windows, and he 
and Sheila became regular Friday night 
congregants.

His medical skills were called upon on 
many occasions during synagogue life. 
Notably on one Kol Nidre he helped to resuscitate a man who 
had collapsed during the service. The only way to get him and 
the stretcher with two ambulance men downstairs was to use 
the stairs, as the lift was too small. Unfortunately, someone 
tripped and the man fell off the stretcher and bumped down a 
few stairs. Daddy said it did help his heart to stay beating!

The year before the synagogue was 
founded, Daddy and his great friend Danny 
Ritterband started the Sussex Jewish 
Golfing Society with five others. He adored 
his golf until Parkinson’s disease robbed 
him of his mobility and freedom.

He was extremely respected by his 
colleagues and adored by his many 
patients, who, after he retired, loved to 
stop and chat when they met.

I know my parents made so many 
wonderful friends through their Jewish 
life and being a part of such a warm 
community. I know Daddy was very proud 
of his Jewish roots; he came from an 
Orthodox background in Leeds, but he 
loved the Reform community in Brighton 
and Hove and I know they loved him.

He travelled extensively with Mummy, but 
after 66 years of marriage, after losing 
Sheila and so many of his friends, the last 

four years were lonely, and his health deteriorated. He will be 
sadly missed by his two daughters, five grandchildren, and 
seven great-grandsons.
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Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club
by Jacquie Tischauer

On behalf of everyone at the Lunch and Social Club I would 
like to wish you all a Healthy and Happy 2016.

We have finished 2015 with a very busy November and 
December. On the 29 November we held our card afternoon 
and I would like to thank all of those who attended: your 
support is very important to The Lunch and Social Club. I 
would like to thank all the volunteers who helped, especially 
Laura, who organised the food with Shirley and Sheila, as well 
as Alan and Raymond for organising the Bridge, Kalooki and 
Rummikub.

On the 2 December, 20 members and volunteers visited 
Rushfields Plant Centre for a lovely lunch and cream tea.

We have a few plans for 2016. As you all know, we are a 
charity and have to work very hard with fundraising events 
to keep The Lunch and Social Club running to a very high 
standard. The Club is a much needed and valued part of our 
community.

We were so grateful to Stuart Panto for picking us as his 
Charity on the occasion of his 80th Birthday and we are 
delighted to say that we have received over £2,000 pounds 
in donations so a Big, Big Thank You goes to Stuart and his 
family and friends.  We all send our best wishes to Stuart for a 
full recovery after his operation and stay in hospital.

The winter months are upon us, so why not come and enjoy 
some friendly company and, of course, a lovely kosher meal?

On 28 February 2016 we are planning a quiz afternoon and 
we hope to have your support. Later in the year we are 
planning another race night, which was a great success last 
year.

If you would like any more information on the above, please 
give me a call on 01273 739999.

Helping Hands
A bright autumn focus for us, as well as for many Jewish 
organisations across Brighton and the country, was Mitzvah 
Day on 22 November. This year, the Helping Hands’ Mitzvah 
Day Project was L’dor va’dor, From Generation to Generation. 

The Community Service scheme at Brighton College has 
been running for over 45 years. Every Wednesday afternoon, 
throughout the school year, pupils aged 16-17 (from the L6) 
are involved in some kind of voluntary service to the local 
community. These placements are provided in collaboration 
with local charities and other organisations.

On Wednesday, 18 November 2015, a group of Brighton 
College pupils met some of our Helping Hands clients for 
tea at the Brighton Museum & Art Gallery. The tea and cake 
fuelled plenty of conversation and getting to know each 
other. Our clients said how much they loved being in the 
company of younger people, and vice-versa with the College 
pupils finding Helping Hands clients to be very interesting tea 
companions.

In the spirit of Mitzvah Day not just being an annual, one-
off activity, this excursion was planned with the view to the 
young people volunteering at Helping Hands from January 
2016. Suggestions from our clients on the support they would 
value included help with on-line shopping, with Skype or 
Facetime to their family and friends, someone to play 

Scrabble with, and just the pleasure of having someone come 
by for a cup of tea and a chat.

None of the Brighton College students were Jewish, and so 
they were all very engaged with learning what being Jewish 
means through the different perspectives of our clients. 
Again, this in the ethos of Mitzvah Day being about putting 
Jewish values into action for the benefit of all communities. 

Helping Hands looks forward to 
continuing this project in partnership 
with Brighton College and reporting 
back developments in SJN.

On the same day, Saonie and Yvonne attended an 
Interfaith event organised by Community Works, which 
was the culmination of that organisation’s work in building 
relationships between faith groups, the wider voluntary and 
community sector, and the public sector in Brighton and 
Hove. There were over 50 stalls at the venue from different 
faith and voluntary organisations including Christian, Jewish, 
Muslim, Buddhist, Baha’i and Hindu faiths. 

The number of people using faith groups’ services in the last 
year in Brighton and Hove is estimated to be 64,472, which 
represents 24% of the population of the city. Some of the 
beneficiaries of services delivered by faith groups are: elderly 
people, children and young people, parents, carers, and 
families, and those who are homeless, have mental health 
problems, are unemployed, bereaved or are refugees.

Finally, in early November, Sarah and Liz went to a tea party 
at St John’s Centre & Café to mark National Befriending 
Day on 6th November. This was for the public and provided 
the chance to meet volunteers and others involved with 
befriending across the city in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere. 
They also watched a moving short film, Remembering Today, 
by Anna Dütsch, about Dorothy a 91-year-old woman who 
lives on her own. The Befriending Coalition consists of 18 
organisations in Brighton & Hove whose 600 volunteers 
visited over 800 people at risk of isolation in the last year.

Remembering Today can be viewed at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=eyjZp70VyQ8.  It is 11 minutes long.

01273 747722
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Jewish Historical Society of England – Sussex Branch
by Arthur Oppenheimer

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams

The year is at an end and you should by now have 
received, or soon will receive, membership renewal 
notices for B&HJCF at Ralli Hall. The Board has decided 
to leave the subscriptions at the same level for yet another 
year. We sincerely hope that with all the improvements 
carried out to the building over the last year, greatly 
enhancing the facilities for our Community, for functions 
and the like, more of you will take out membership, or will 
renew membership that may have previously lapsed.
Please do not forget that Ralli Hall now has the only 
Kosher Meat kitchen in the city, as well as Kosher Milk and 
Vegetarian/Fish kitchens, and it is our intention to further 
update and modernise our core accommodation during 
the course of the next few months. Once this has been 
completed, I am sure that many of you will decide that 
“our” Community Centre will be “posh” enough to entice 
you to use the facilities for your simchas, instead of having 
to use far more expensive local hotels (without Kosher 
facilities), or going out of town, which is also likely to be 
far more expensive.
Those of you who use our Lower Ground Floor facilities, 
will, I am sure, be pleased to note that the Maccabi 
Entrance Hall and the recently upgraded toilets, now enjoy 

the benefit of central heating – a great improvement during 
our colder months.

For a good many years Modern Ivrit lessons were available 
at Ralli Hall. However, for a number of reasons, these did 
not last and for some time this important facility has not 
been available. Assuming that this is still of interest and 
subject to us being able to find a suitable teacher, who 
would be paid adequate expenses for his or her time, we 
would like to re-start this facility. Let us start with trying 
to find a teacher – would those interested please contact 
Maxine Gordon, the Centre Manager, on 01273 202254, 
for an initial chat. If we are successful, we will then 
advertise for interested students to contact Maxine and 
we will take it from there.
I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation
On January 16th, Rabbi Shisler will conduct our Shabbat 
morning service at Susans Road Shul, commencing at 
10 am. There will be a special kiddush after the service, 
followed by ‘Ask The Rabbi’. All are welcome, however, 
for security and catering purposes, it would be helpful if 
you could inform Linda Taylor if you wish to attend (01323 
484135).

David Cesarani, the renowned pioneering historian of 
both the Holocaust and Anglo-Jewry died on 25 October 
2015 at the early age of 58. It was therefore fitting that 
the members of the Society benefited from the November 
talk by Dr Toby Simpson of the Wiener Library, where 
Professor Cesarani was a Director for two periods during 
the 1990s.
Dr Simpson described the history of the library starting 
with its founder Dr Alfred Wiener, who in the 1920s 
founded an archive in Germany to collect information on 
the rising anti-Semitic activities of the Nazi party. Forced 
to flee Germany, the original archive was destroyed 
and following a brief spell in Amsterdam, Dr Wiener, in 
conjunction with the Board of Deputies, re-established the 
library in London. 
Now newly housed in up-to-date premises in Russell 
Square, the library and archive have become one 
of the world’s primary resources for information on 
the Holocaust, its sources and legacies. Dr Simpson 
was justifiably proud of their new digital research and 
enhanced web-based search facility, which allows 
enquiries to be made seamlessly across much of the 
available data. Over 350 contemporary collected reports 
of the Kristallnacht November Pogrom, have recently been 
made available for the first time online and in English.
In parallel with their work as an archive and research 
source, the Wiener Library is increasingly involved 

with educational and outreach activities. They work to 
record survivor testimony and to extend their efforts 
with changing exhibitions such as the current one on 
“Fragments of a Lost Homeland: Remembering the 
Armenian Genocide,” which is open until 25 February 
2016.
The Wiener Library welcomes visitors and the Jewish 
Historical Society is hoping to organise a visit in the near 
future.
The next meeting of the Society is on Tuesday 26th 
January, 7.45pm at Ralli Hall, when our speaker will be 
Rabbi Michael Hilton on ‘The History of the Bar Mitzvah’.
Rabbi Hilton has recently published a book on the History 
of the Bar Mitzvah. This ceremony of bar mitzvah was first 
recorded in thirteenth century France. Rabbi Hilton has 
sought out every reference to bar mitzvah in the Bible, 
the Talmud and numerous other Jewish texts spanning 
several centuries, extracting a fascinating miscellany of 
information, stories and commentary.
Lectures are followed by questions, discussion and 
light refreshments. There is no charge for members and 
students, but we charge any most welcome visitors only 
£4.
More information can be obtained from Arthur 
Oppenheimer at arthur@oppenheimer.co.uk or by 
ringing 01273 770094 or contacting Godfrey Gould at 
g.gould915@btinternet.com or by ringing 01273 419412.

Community Life
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BBC Radio Current Affairs 
Executive, Hugh Levinson brings 
his editorial expertise to the 
monthly prison radio programme 
- ‘Outside In’. It reflects life on the 
‘outside’ for former inmates and 
is made by BBC producers as a 
result of collaboration between 
BBC Outreach and National Prison 
Radio.

NPR is the world’s only national 
prison radio system and is available 
across most cells in English prisons. 
It trains inmates at four centres in 
the skills of radio production and 
presentation.

The results from NPR are great – it 
features a lively schedule which 
starts with the breakfast programme 
– inevitably titled Porridge – along 
with books programmes, request 
shows and specialist music output. 
They have won numerous awards 
and have a cardboard box filled 
with hundreds of letters from 
prisoners across the country. What 
they didn’t have and couldn’t make 
was a programme about life on 
the outside. What is it like to leave 
prison? What are the opportunities? 
What are the challenges? Who can 
help? That is why they came to the 
BBC. 

The result is Outside In. It’s an 
hour-long programme, made once 
a month by BBC producers who 
work with former NPR presenters. 

BBC Outreach put out a call for 
volunteers and I was one of the 
people who responded. I’d never 
done anything like this before, but I 
was keen to do some volunteering 
that would complement my day job. 
I ended up becoming the point of 
liaison with NPR and overseeing the 
programme from the BBC end. We 
had no idea at the start whether it 
would work. Could we find enough 
volunteer producers from BBC 
staff? Yes. They are great. Could 
we find enough topics to discuss? 
Yes. There’s an endless list of 
issues to consider. To everyone’s 
astonishment, ‘Outside In’ has just 
celebrated its second birthday, with 
candles and a chocolate cake. Yum.

The programmes are crammed with 
remarkable moments. I remember 
a small man in a sharp brown suit, 
his cap pulled down over his eyes, 
talking about how he had spent 40 
years in and out of prison. “I used 
to like jails more in the old days,” 
he said. “Now they’re too bright. In 
the old days they were dark, with 
corners where you could hide. I 
liked that.”

Our presenters are former prisoners 
as are most of the interviewees. 
When they meet, their shared 
experience means there’s an instant 
connection. The results can be 
electrifying. Grown men, close 
to tears as they talk about how 
deeply they missed their children. 

A pensioner describing how he 
subconsciously reproduced his 
cell inside his home; a woman 
describing how she found 
protection with a gang; a young 
man remembering how books 
had kept him sane inside; and a 
prisoner explaining his confusion at 
being handed an unfamiliar object 
(a mobile phone) when he was 
released after many years. There 
was a magical moment when we 
presented an ex-offender (who had 
straightened himself out by boxing) 
with his “silks” for his first official 
bout.

If anyone ever wonders about 
the value of Outreach work, then 
‘Outside In’ should convince them. 
For me and the other volunteer BBC 
radio producers it’s one of the most 
valuable and satisfying things we 
do. For the presenters, it validates 
them as radio professionals who 
present a slick and entertaining 
show, which is not afraid of raw 
experience and emotion. So, 
Happy Birthday Outside In! Looking 
forward to the next year – and 
another cake….

This post was published on the 
BBC Outreach Blog page and 
can be downloaded on http://
www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/outreach/
entries/92183849-d374-4e25-98fe-
6942ddde1a9a

Volunteers with a Difference
BBC Current Affairs Executive reflects life on the ‘outside’ for former inmates

MARTIN GROSS 
Memorials

All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken 
from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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The Shabbat Torah reading at Holland 
Road Synagogue of Chayyei Sarah 
was completed. The scrolls had been 
returned to the ark. Then the Vicar 
of Baghdad carefully ascended the 
steps to take his place at the pulpit. 
He is a tall man whose controlled 
walk appears to disguise the hint 
of a limp. He looked out at the 
Congregation and proclaimed, “I am a 
Goy”. Then in a softer voice he added 
that he was an educated ‘Goy’. He 
outlined his credentials 
and explained that 
he had studied for a 
number of years at 
a Jerusalem Yeshiva 
and could speak fluent 
Hebrew and Arabic. 
To the delight of one 
Rabbi in the shul he 
recalled having twice 
met the Lubavitch 
Rebbe.

He spoke about the 
significance of Sarah’s 
tomb, which was the 
subject of the week’s 
Torah portion, and told 
of how he frequently 
visits it; always 
being emotionally 
affected by the visit. He, an Anglican 
Canon, expressed his admiration 
for the Jewish way of life and 
then proceeded to remind our 
Congregation of its responsibility to 
uphold its Jewish tradition and the 
prescribed Mitzvot.

This powerful address by Canon 
Andrew White was an event that will 
long be etched in the memories of 
those present. Unfortunately for those 
who missed this inspiring event, it is 
not possible to publish a transcript 
to share with Sussex Jewish News 
readers, because Canon White spoke 
without the aid of notes.

So, who is this extraordinary man; 
this ordained priest who has the 
knowledge to deliver a message 
based on the week’s Sedra; this 
dapper dresser who sports a co-
ordinated silk bow tie and pocket 
handkerchief?

Andrew White qualified in 1985 as a 
Doctor at St. Thomas’ Hospital. He 

then studied Theology under Nicholas 
de Lange at Ridley Hall, Cambridge. 
He describes de Lange as the most 
influential person in his life and it 
was he who inspired him to learn 
about Judaism and Islam. Andrew 
White went on to attend the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem and studied 
at a Jerusalem Yeshiva. He describes 
himself as being unlike people who 
are Pro-Israel or pro-Arab, stating that 
he is “pro both”.

In 1998 at the age of 33, Andrew 
White was ordained as Resident 
Canon at Coventry Cathedral and 
Director of the International Centre 
for Reconciliation. Within weeks he 
received devastating news. He had 
been diagnosed with MS, and was 
well aware that this disease, which 
affects the brain and spinal cord, 
was incurable. In due course he was 
informed by the then Archbishop of 
Canterbury, George Carey, that he 
was too unwell to have a parish. He 
responded to this with courageous 
resolve and volunteered to work in 
Baghdad where he served as Vicar of 
the only remaining Anglican Church, 
thus earning himself the name of 
‘Vicar of Baghdad’.

Fulfilling his duties required 
continually crossing from the safe 
zone accompanied by an armed 
escort. He recalls threats against 
his life, being shot at, locked up 
and kidnapped; events which he 
describes as,“ the usual thing”.

Meanwhile his symptoms worsened. 
His vision blurred, his balance 
deteriorated, his voice slurred and 
he felt extremely tired. Learning of 
this, his friend Dr Abdul Majeed, a 
professor of Haematology, informed 
him of an untested stem cell therapy. 
With nothing to lose, he went ahead 
and was ferried under armed guard 
to the Baghdad hospital on the other 
side of the city. Immediately, the 
treatment had a beneficial effect. Last 

year, with increased 
security risks in 
Baghdad, Canon 
White was ordered 
by Justin Welby, 
the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, to return 
to England.

Canon White had 
previously established 
the Foundation 
for Relief and 
Reconciliation in the 
Middle East (FRRME), 
an organisation that 
provides spiritual 
and material relief to 
refugees displaced by 
violent upheaval. In his 
role as President, he 

continues to work with key religious 
leaders towards bringing peace and 
reconciliation in the area. He has also 
set up a school in Jordan to provide 
continuing education for Iraqi refugee 
children.

In September of this year he launched 
the Jerusalem International School of 
Reconciliation, the purpose of which 
was to promote an understanding of 
the many facets of peace, negotiation 
and reconciliation. He reports that 
within the atmosphere of the Old City 
journalists, pastors and students from 
many countries have been able to 
“experience the land and its people in 
a vibrant way”.

We have been privileged to have this 
unique man in our presence and wish 
him continued success in his work.

The Vicar Goes to Shul
by Bernard Swithern
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Sunday 24th January 2016 3.30 – 4.30 pm
Friends’ Meeting House
Vigil on the theme of Holocaust.  Quiet reflection at this 
time of remembrance.
All welcome. Friends’ Meeting House, Ship Street, 
Brighton
For more information: Tel: 01273 770258

Sunday 24th January 2016, 7 for 7.30 pm
Sussex Jewish Film Club
The Club presents  ‘Sarah’s Key’  (hot and cold drinks 
available before the film)
Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove BN3 3TH (near Hove 
railway station and served by No. 7 bus)
The Club welcomes guests, with a small donation on the 
door
For more information 01273 688538 or 07808 580047

Monday 25th –  Sunday 31st January 2016
Holocaust Memorial Event - Exhibition:
School children’s work, Lego installation
Jubilee Library, Jubilee Street, Brighton BN1 1GE
Visit www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/jubilee-library to check 
opening times

Tuesday 26 January 2016, 1.30 – 4.15 pm
Holocaust Memorial Events at The Old Courtroom, 
Brighton BN1 1UD  (side entrance)

1.30pm – 2.45 pm Schools Event
The First Session from 1.45 pm to 2.45 pm will be aimed 
at school pupils who will also be invited to take part in a 
variety of ways.
(If you would like to attend the First Session, please send 
us an email and we will try to accommodate you) RSVP by 
8 January 2016 to diane.coe@brighton-hove.gov.uk

Music by pupils of Blatchington Mill School
Welcome by Ivor Richards, Chair Holocaust Education 
Project
Address by Mayor and Youth Mayor
Contributions by school pupils 
Drama Presentation by Hove Park School 
Susan Kingsley, Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue 
tells the story of its own treasured
Czech Scroll.  Rescued in 1942 and discovered in a 
disused Prague synagogue in the 1960s. This 
Torah Scroll is all that remains of the destroyed Jewish 
community of Frydek-Mistek.
A tea/coffee break at 2.40 pm will allow pupils to leave if 
they wish. 

3.00 pm General Public Event
The Second Session from 3.00 pm to 4.00 / 4.15 pm 
will be open to the public will feature speakers from 
Brighton and Hove’s diverse community. The afternoon 
will conclude with a panel discussion moderated by 
Dr Winston Pickett, with participation invited from the 
audience.
Music by pupils of Blatchington Mill School
Bryan Huberman: The story of a child survivor of the 
Holocaust. Alfred (Avram) Huberman was born in Poland 
in 1928; he was one of six children. At the outbreak of 
WW11 aged 12, he went into hiding where he remained 
until 1942 when he was incarcerated in the first of five 
concentration camps. He spent the following three years 
forced to work as a slave labourer.
Speakers:  Kurdish community, Racial Harassment Forum, 

Allsorts LGBT
Panel discussion led by Dr Winston Pickett
 

Brighton and Hove Holocaust Education Project

Holocaust Memorial Events Programme January 2016
27th January 2016 marks the anniversary of the liberation 

of Auschwitz-Birkenau and also the anniversary of the Genocide in Srebrenica, Bosnia.
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University of Sussex, Centre for German-Jewish Studies
Date: Wednesday 10th February
Venue: Jubilee Building Lecture Theatre
University of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton BN1 9QN

1:30 pm Welcome 
Professor Michael Farthing, Vice-Chancellor, University of 
Sussex 
Abraham Baldry President, University of Sussex Students’ 
Union
Dr Gideon Reuveni, Director, Centre for German-Jewish 
Studies

1:50 pm Dan Stone Professor of Modern History, Royal 
Holloway, University of London
“Concentration Camps Then and Now?” 
The talk will be followed by a Question and Answer 
session
Chaired by Professor Clive Webb, Head of School of 
History, Art History and Philosophy

3:00 pm Tea Jubilee Building G30 workspace

3:30 pm Survival, Memory and Trauma - Rediscovering 
Bela
Joanna Millan, Holocaust Survivor will speak about her 
experiences during the Holocaust
Joanna`s talk will be followed by a Question and Answer 
session
Chaired by Professor David Tal, Yossi Harel Chair in 
Modern Israel Studies, History

4:45 pm Film: ‘Night Will Fall’
Andre Singer’s film is a powerful documentary about the 
liberation of the Nazi concentration camps. A discussion 
with the director, Andre Singer, will follow the showing of 
the film
Chaired by Dr Claudia Siebrecht Senior Lecturer in History
This event is open to all, however booking is essential as 
seating is limited – book here: www.sussex.ac.uk/cgjs/
hmd
Free entry to this event is made possible by the generous 
support of the Association of Jewish Refugees.
For further information contact:
Diana Franklin, Centre Manager.  Email: d.franklin@sussex.
ac.uk

Celebrating 250 years
by Godfrey R Gould

I came to Brighton 50 years ago to work and live. Shortly 
after I arrived I heard David Spector z’l, the doyen of our 
local historians on Brighton and Hove Jewry, speak, and 
we became thereafter close friends and I his disciple. His 
two papers to the Jewish Historical Society of England 
(1970 and 1987) are the seminal works on this topic and 
the foundation for all that has followed. Also researching 
and writing (notably in this Journal) was the late Stanley 
Jackson. I joined them as researcher, writer and speaker, 
and especially learned much from David. I also helped him 
with Coach tours of Jewish Brighton and Hove.
Later the ‘team’ was to be joined by Gordon Franks 
particularly with the regular Brighton Fringe Festival and 
many other Open Days of Middle Street Synagogue. Also 
he has continued with primary research in the early history 
of the community and of the Brighton & Hove Hebrew 
Congregation in particular. In 2002, Martyn Cooperman 
was instrumental in the founding of the Sussex Branch 
of the Jewish Historical Society and it was through his 
tireless efforts that Middle Street received a Lottery 
Heritage grant. And our Jewish community is celebrated 
with 22 (out of over 200) buses being named after Jews (or 
of recent Jewish descent) who have contributed to local 
life and landscape.
In December 2013, I brought to the attention of the Sussex 
Jewish Representative Council that 2016 would be the 
250th anniversary of the first known Jewish resident in 
Brighton, Israel Samuel (Cohen) at 22 East Street. After 

a slightly false start two organisations are now preparing 
together for the big year. The Brighton & Hove Hebrew 
Congregation is planning a series of events mainly centred 
on Middle Street Synagogue in the week commencing 8 
May. These will include a Concert, an Art Exhibition and 
several Open Days, and Bus Tours of Jewish Brighton 
and Hove. On 10 May the Sussex Branch of the Jewish 
Historical Society have moved their final talk of the 2015-
16 session to be given by Dr Sharman Kaddish, Director 
of Jewish Heritage UK, to coincide with this. The Society 
is also supporting a Symposium being organised by the 
Centre for German Jewish Studies with the Keep, at the 
University of Sussex, probably in June.
However the main activities of the Historical Society will 
be to leave permanent features for future generations to 
remember. An Anthology of our History will be published. 
You can be a part of this by having your name included 
as a subscriber. But for the whole of the local population 
and for visitors to see and remember, will be the affixing of 
one of the Council’s blue plaques on 22 East Street and in 
perpetuity.  
Likewise, individuals and especially local Jewish 
organisations can contribute financially to this most 
significant feature.
Details of all these will be widely publicised. So, let us all 
celebrate together this special year in our history.
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 Tickets £15 plus 75p booking fee

For what it’s worth:  setting some windswept hairs running

The hundred metre Da’esh

Looking back at 2015, what has the political year 
wrought? With Slick Willy and Slick Hilly and others of 
their ilk being replaced by warts and all campaigning, 
we can now understand the rise of Jeremy Corbyn in 
the UK, a junior Trudeau premiership in Canada and 
Donald Trump’s presidential campaign in America.

But sometimes a lack of media polish can go too far, 
like Mr Trump suggesting the United States should be 
closed to Muslims.  Beyond the outrage, people need 
to calm down and realise that bluster and bombast are 
all part of Trump’s image. Upsetting people is a modus 
operandi he learned during his time on The Apprentice.

So whither goes America and its presidential 
campaign?

My view, for what it’s worth, is that things need to be 
re-configured. Donald Trump needs to stop seeking the 
Republican or any other nomination for the Oval Office.  

Instead, Trump should be appointed US Ambassador to 
the United Nations. Then he should be groomed for the 
role of Secretary General.

Throughout its history the UN has embarrassed itself 
with years of biases that prove it to be more about bloc 
voting than the unity in its title. Add to this how the UN 
monitors and polices human rights abuses with the 
inmates appearing to run the asylum.

It makes Donald Trump eminently qualified as UN 
Secretary General. More importantly, he is someone 
who could shake things up, provide a breath of fresh air 
while we wonder who he wants to fire.  

At the very least it would be entertaining.

I recently attended the First Annual Levantine Games.  
Wannabe suicide bombers from across the region had 
come together to achieve the physical and spiritual 
goals of this world and the next!  

At Assad Memorial Stadium militants - wearing robes 
with matching fitness watches, leg irons and sandals – 
were led at gunpoint to the starting line for the first heat 
of the one hundred metre Da’esh.  

In lane one in brown was Abu Musab al Zarqawi of 
Anbar Province.  In lane two wearing beige was Abu 
Omar al-Baghdadi of Tikrit.  Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
of Aleppo was in lane three dressed in tan.  In taupe 
in lane four was Abu Ghraib of Baghdad.  Abu Omar 
al-Shashini of Sinjar was in lane five dressed in russet.  
In khaki was Ayman al-Zawahiri of Mosul in lane six.  
Abu Abdullah al-Rashid al-Baghdadi of Baquabah was 
in lane seven dressed in sepia.  Last but not least in 
lane eight wearing bronze was Abu Ayyub al-Masri of 
Mesopotamia.  

After being called to set position, with a round of 
machine gunfire they were off in a slow sprint.  The 
runners were fairly evenly matched despite the 
restrictions to their movement.  When they reached 
halfway down the track there was a loud beeping sound 
before suddenly, in turn, all competitors exploded in the 
sound of martyrdom.  

No one crossed the finish line. 

It was a dead heat.
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Dear Grandmother,
Life here in Brighton is good. We are blessed with satisfying 
lives, a loving family and contentment. We have just 
celebrated the Festival of Chanukah by attending the lighting 
of the chanukiah in a public square…

Dear Grandmother,
I realise that I should be starting this letter by introducing 
myself. I bear the same name as my grandfather, who was 
your dear late husband. 
I exist because of a kindness from fate. It was when you 
and my grandfather stayed in London soon after the turn of 
the century, that you gave birth to my father and one of his 
sisters. The fateful consequence was their entitlement to 
British passports. 
You were dealt a cruel blow when soon after my father’s bar 
mitzvah my grandfather became incurably ill and you were left 
to bring up three children. I understand that he was buried in 
the huge Praga cemetery in Warsaw. I would dearly like to say 
prayers at his graveside, but that will not be possible because 
although the cemetery itself was not destroyed by the Nazi 
invaders, the records did not survive.
I have to tell you that my father has now passed away. It was 
only by discovering his personal effects that I have gained 
insight into your story. The personal anguish that he had to 
live with prevented him from expressing his feelings aloud…

Dear Grandmother,
Let me start by accepting reality. You are dead and we were 
deprived of ever having known each other. The place in my 
heart that should have been filled with joyful memories is filled 
with sorrow. The anguish of your son has been inherited by 
the next generation.
As you know, my father came to live and work in England in 
order to send a large proportion of his monthly wage packet 
to help you support yourself and his sisters in Warsaw. In 
1942 the letters were no longer delivered and were returned 
to England. By that time your eldest daughter, my aunt, had 
joined my father in England. For the rest of their lives they 
were left to speculate about your fate.
I have to break the news to you that of your nine siblings and 
their extended families those who were not murdered by the 
Nazis can be counted on the fingers of one hand.
I have made contact with one of the survivors, one of my 
few relatives, who has published his own miraculous tale 
of escape and now lives in a retirement home in the United 
States. He has recounted to me his recollections of our 
family and research into those dreadful years. It is known 
that together with your youngest daughter, you were forcibly 
rehoused in the already overcrowded Warsaw Ghetto. It is 
rumoured that she might have escaped to Russia, but nothing 
more is known of her.
Grandmother, you perished in the ghetto. In that unsanitary 
overcrowded squalor you succumbed to typhus. You 
probably never had a funeral or a decent grave. Your infected 
remains, together with the daily collection of corpses would 
have been disposed of in a mass pit. I will not have the 
bittersweet opportunity of praying at your graveside.
The Torah tells us that there is an afterlife. I pray that it is one 

where you may at last find peace and the knowledge that that 
you are a grandmother.
Your son and daughter remained safely in England. Not only 
do you have two grandchildren, you have great-grandchildren 
and great-great-grandchildren.
Your memory is preserved. Although my eyes have never 
looked upon you, they are able to see a sole surviving 
photograph and enable me to imagine who you were and to 
speculate about what might have been important to you.
Your loving grandson…

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk

An Undelivered Letter to a Grandmother
by Barry Schweitzer

Brighton & Hove AJEX
Annual Holocaust Memorial Service

to be held on
Sunday, 24th January 2016

at 11am at
Meadow View Cemetery

Conducted by
Rabbi Vivian Silverman

(AJEX Chaplin 2015/16 - 5776)

Feature
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This novel tells the hypothetical story of what might 
have happened if Charles Lindbergh had become 
President in 1940 instead of Franklin D. Roosevelt. The 
author and his family are characters in the book, based 
in Newark, New Jersey, where he grew up. Philip Roth 
uses some actual people and 
events to tell a gripping tale, 
seen through the young Philip’s 
eyes.

Charles Lindbergh, the 
American aviation hero, had 
been through great trauma 
when his young son was 
kidnapped and found murdered 
in 1932. He was known to be 
against the possibility of the 
USA fighting Hitler’s Germany. 
In 1938, he was presented 
with a German medal of 
honour by Hermann Goering. 
His acceptance of this medal 
caused an outcry in the United 
States among critics of Nazism. 
He was accused of being a 
Nazi sympathizer, because he 
refused to return the medal. 

In 1941, Lindbergh joined the 
America First Committee, 
an organization opposing 
voluntary American entry into 
World War II. He became a 
leading spokesman for the committee, criticizing 
President Roosevelt’s foreign policies. He was publicly 
denounced by Roosevelt. 

It is this background that gives Roth the basis for his 
hypothesis. Roth has Lindbergh winning the Republican 
nomination for President in 1940 and going on to win 
the election. Henry Ford, also known for his antisemitic 
views is appointed Secretary of the Interior. Although 
most American Jews begin to feel uncomfortable 
with the new regime, one conservative Rabbi, Lionel 
Bergsdorf, is an enthusiastic supporter.

Lindbergh signs a treaty with Hitler and Nazi Germany, 
promising that the USA will not interfere with German 
expansion in Europe and with Imperial Japan, 
promising non-interference with Japanese expansion in 
Asia.

Because of all that is happening, Philip’s cousin, Alvin, 
joins the Canadian army to fight in Europe. Alvin is an 
orphan and has lived with the Roth family for some 
time. He is injured, losing a leg, and repatriated. He 
is greatly affected by this and turns against the family 
who have nurtured him.

Rabbi Bergsdorf becomes involved with Philip’s aunt, 
Evelyn and they marry. She starts to work for a new 
government organisation which takes Jewish boys 
to spend time living with families in the South and 
Midwest in order to ‘Americanize’ them. Sandy, Philip’s 

brother, is selected. When he returns 
home from a Kentucky farm, he 
shows contempt for his family, calling 
them ‘ghetto Jews.’

Evelyn and Lionel Bengelsdorf 
become frequent guests at the 
White House. She even dances with 
the German Foreign minister Von 
Ribbentrop. Philip’s parents find 
this very hard to swallow. A new 
government act starts to relocate 
Jewish families to neighbourhoods 
out west, away from all their Jewish 
connections. Roth builds up the 
tension in the streets of Jewish 
Newark, so that the fear can be felt. 
Some families move to Canada, but 
Philip’s father won’t be bullied into 
leaving the area where he grew up.

A side issue is introduced based 
on Walter Winchell, a Jewish 
broadcaster and gossip columnist, 
who openly criticized the Lindbergh 
administration, the Ku Klux Klan and 
other fascist groups. Roth has him 
sacked from his job and deciding 

to run for President, travelling round the country. 
Antisemitic riots ensue with mobs reminiscent of 1930s 
Nazi Germany.

The story continues with more shocks and trauma for 
the Roths. I cannot relate too much, as it will spoil your 
read. There are some events in the book that definitely 
didn’t occur. The timeline is changed too. Eventually 
the author brings his book time and real time back 
together.

All the time I was reading this book, I had the feeling 
that this could have easily happened and that it could 
possibly occur in the future. This is the strength of 
Roth’s writing. On the face of it, it is about a young boy 
talking about his family, but there is an underlying fear 
and psychological tension. This book is fiction, but I 
cannot help thinking ‘What if?’

The Plot against America by Philip Roth
Review by Gillian Rich
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As the Film Club’s contribution to 
national Holocaust Memorial Week we 
are showing ‘Sarah’s Key’ on Sunday 
24 January at Ralli Hall (doors 7.00 

pm, film 7.30 pm as usual). This is a French film (111 
mins.) in various languages, with English subtitles.

Kristin Scott Thomas stars as a journalist 
commissioned to write an article about the notorious 
Vel d’Hiv round up, which took place in Paris in 1942. 
During the course of her research she stumbles upon 
a family secret which will link her forever to the destiny 
of a young Jewish girl, Sarah. She learns that the 
apartment she and her husband plan to move into 
was acquired by her husband’s family when its Jewish 
occupants were dispossessed and deported 60 years 

before. She resolves to 
find out what happened 
to the former occupants. 
The more Julia discovers, 
the more she uncovers 
about Bertrand’s family, 
about France and finally, 
about herself. 

As usual all are welcome. 
Small donation requested 
on entry (£4-5 suggested) 
but free to students and 
Ralli Hall members.

Review by Josephine Spiegel

The précis sounds rather pedestrian, and most certainly 
not enough by far to provide nearly one and a half hour 
of breath-taking theatre:  a woman, past her youth, 
in various states of inebriation, fantasises about the 
mother she never knew. While this might be of vital 
interest for the protagonist, it most certainly doesn’t 
sound earth-moving for an audience. The script, 
comprising 10,000 words of blank verse, does not 
make it any more appealing.

I read the text beforehand. It put me in a different place 
to others in the audience. I found the text haunting 
enough, going in seven small chapters from ranting and 
raving to a sort of catharsis with the Beckettian name 
of Endgame. By then we have not only known how the 
archetypical mother, fleshed out with a North London 
Jewish immigrant background and a bad marriage, is 
missed.  Beyond the mother’s attitudes to a changing 
world, her relationship with her daughter and all the 
gory details about her death in a car accident, research 
- both of the inquest and the background of family and 
friends - finally brings the author to the statement ‘we 
might have enjoyed each other’. 

This narrative could easily have erred on the 
sentimental side. It doesn’t. It is written in loud and 
clear prose, with a concise vocabulary and a nice 
cadence.

But how does one transfer a little jewel like that to the 
stage? Like Talking Heads? Would it gain anything by 
that? Two more jewels were added: a director who 
specialises in live literature production, Mark C. Hewitt 
and Eleanor Buchan, a storyteller and actress. (Not to 
mention the Art Council England, who financed things). 

Together they managed to lift the words off the page 
and give them four dimensions (time, beside the usual 

three). And although there was a lot of movement, 
fluttering hands, standing up and sitting down, fiddling 
with props, none of it felt over the top or artificial. I 
don’t know how much was due to the actor and how 
much to the director, but from the exceptional result we 
may presume that it was a healthy co-operation.

One woman, a table, a chair, a bottle, a glass and a 
radio result in a breath-taking hour and a half. For 
me, reading it most certainly added a layer or two to 
the text. For those who hadn’t the whole might have 
been a bit shocking, both the intensity of text and 
performance.

Then, you might ask, what is a Rehearsed Reading? 
Well, beside the bottle and the glass the text was on 
the table too, as a bundle of A4s. And now and again 
Eleanor threw a perfunctory glance at it and turned a 
page. But that was so incorporated in the action that 
you scarcely noticed. That must be the skill of the 
experienced storyteller. 

All in all it was a most rewarding event. I really have 
only super small quibbles: I did not understand the 
use of the recorded voice in the memory of the Israel 
sojourn. And I experienced the Avinu Malkeinu at the 
end as anachronistic, a very modern back-to-the-shtetl 
overdramatic version. A more cantorial style (and some 
of those are highly dramatic as well) would have been a 
better fit. That the joy of the blank verse was drowned 
in the acting is neither here nor there. It did so by 
necessity. But that is all I can come up with.

I can only wish that it will get more outings and more 
visitors. Notwithstanding ample publicity very few 
people made the trip to Lewes on that horribly wet and 
windy night. Those who stayed at home were in the 
wrong. 

Key to uncovering the past

My Mother’s Laugh Rehearsed Reading of a Monologue by Leah Roshinsky
All Saints, Lewes, 29 November 2015
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Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
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I remember exactly where I was on the 50th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau by the Red 
Army. I was in my office at the headquarters of the 
Movement for Reform Judaism – known as the Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain at the time – where I 
worked as Director of Programmes, and had switched 
on BBC Radio 4 to listen to the live broadcast from 
Auschwitz-Birkenau to mark the occasion. The 
date was January 27, 1995, and it was the first time 
that the liberation of the camp was being officially 
commemorated. Since that time, Auschwitz-Birkenau 
has often been in the spotlight of world public 
attention. It has also become a major destination for 
those wishing to visit the most famous site of the Nazi 
atrocities. So, each year, Jews from all over the world 
make memorial journeys to Auschwitz-Birkenau, often 
escorted by their rabbis, and a visit to Auschwitz-
Birkenau is on the itinerary of Israeli teenagers before 
they commence their military service.

But that’s not all. Auschwitz-Birkenau has also become 
for want of a better word, a tourist-stop – usually 
combined with a trip to the city of Krakow, made 
famous by Stephen Spielberg’s 1993 film, Schindler’s 
List. Indeed, several places in Eastern Europe, where 
Jews lived before the Sho’ah, have now become ‘must 
see’ tourist destinations – in particular, Warsaw and 
Prague. And so, hundreds of thousands of people flock 
to Auschwitz-Birkenau and Krakow each year; and 
each year, more adjustments are made at the camp 
to accommodate visitors: in addition to coach parks, 
refreshment stalls, and so on.

Of course, there is nothing wrong with people wanting 
to visit what were the sites of Jewish life in Eastern 
Europe – and there is no doubt that apart from the 
commercial opportunities provided by increased visitor 
numbers, visits to Krakow have generated a revival 
of interest in Yiddish and Jewish music and culture in 
Poland. And, of course, it is important that non-Jews, 
in particular, come face-to-face with the facts of the 
Sho’ah – especially in the context of the disturbing 
phenomenon of Holocaust denial. But is there a danger 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau becoming a gruesome theme 
park? How do we ensure the respect and reverence 
due to this site of mass slaughter, as thousands 
crowd in to view it each day? I don’t have answers to 
these questions. Perhaps, this takeover of Auschwitz-
Birkenau and its makeover as an iconic symbol of 
the Sho’ah can be justified, if it serves as a tool of 
education – and if it means that as a consequence, the 
less well-known places on the map of mass death are 
left undisturbed.

So, on National Holocaust Memorial Day, as we 
remember the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, let 
us also pause in silence to remember, too, the death 
camps, whose exclusive purpose was to murder Jews: 
Treblinka, Sobibor, Chelmno, Maidanek and Belzec. 
And let us also light memorial candles in memory of 
the six million, and recite the kaddish for all those who 
perished.

Auschwitz-Birkenau In The Spotlight
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

@BHPS
We are now back in our beautiful redeveloped and 
refurbished building at 6 Lansdowne Road. We welcome 
all at our services, classes and events. 

Diary and Education Classes
Friday 8th January, 7.30 pm – Service followed by Oneg 
– “The Jews of East Germany” presented by Michael 
Austin
Saturday 9th January, 11.00 am – Shabbat Morning 
Service led by Rabbi Elli Sarah
Friday 15th January – Creative Erev Shabbat Service 
Saturday 16th January, 11.00 am – Shabbat Morning 
Service led by Sara Adelman
Friday 22nd January, 7.30 pm– Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday 23rd January, 11.00 am – Shabbat Morning 
Service led by Andy Cable 
Friday 29th January, 7.30 pm – Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday 30th January, 11.00 am – Shabbat Morning 
Service led by Rabbi Elli Sarah
Friday 5th February, 7.00 pm – Chavurah Supper – bring 
a dish to share (vegetarian or permitted fish)
Saturday 6th February, 11.00 am – Shabbat Morning 
Service led by Anneloes ter Horst

Access to Hebrew and Exploring Judaism Classes.
Access to Hebrew classes, led by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah 
Sarah, for all levels are held after the Shabbat Morning 
Service at 1 pm.
Exploring Judaism classes are led by Rabbi Elizabeth 
Tikvah Sarah on Shabbat from 2.15 – 3.45 pm. These 
classes are open to all who wish to broaden and deepen 
their Jewish knowledge.  Our classes in January are:
• 2 January – no class
• 9 January: Finding your way through the Chumash
• 16 January: Kippah, Tallit & T’fillin
• 23 January: Tu Bishvat Seder
• 30 January: M’zuzah, Kashrut & Jewish Particularity
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Spiritual Roots      
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Tu Bishvat (the fifteenth of Sh’vat) is associated with the 
planting of trees, particularly in the fledgling State of Israel. 
It’s original significance was related to the taking of tithes – a 
contribution made to the Levites. Tithes had to be taken on 
produce over the period of a year. This was not necessarily 
a calendar year, beginning in Nisan, rather the beginning of 
the year period varied according to the type of produce. This 
can be compared to a tax year which begins in April. The year 
for taking the tithe on produce of trees began in the month 
of Sh’vat, according to Shamai on the first of the month and 
according to Hillel on the fifteenth. We follow Hillel, hence the 
special day Tu Bishvat – the New Year for Trees.
Although the original significance of Tu Bishvat no longer 
applies, Tu B’shvat is still considered a festive day. We do not 
sat Tachanun (the prayer of supplication) and according to 
the Magen Avraham (Shulchan Aruch Orech Chayim 131) it is 
a custom to increase in our eating of fruits of the tree. Some 
have the custom to eat fifteen kinds of fruit, corresponding 
to the fifteenth of the month, while others have a Tu B’Shvat 
‘Seder’ which formalises this custom with specific fruits and 
prayers.
‘Man is a tree of the field’ (Deuteronomy 20:19) and on the Tu 
Bishevat it is appropriate for us to contemplate the meaning 
of this. A tree consists of three basic components: its roots, 
which anchor it to the ground and supply it with water and 
other nutrients; its trunk, branches and leaves which are 
essentially the tree’s body; its fruit, which contain the seeds 
by which the tree reproduces itself.

Unlike its body and fruit, a tree’s roots are not demonstrably 
attractive. They are hidden out of sight but nevertheless are 
absolutely crucial. A tree with weak roots will not survive. 
Roots represent a person’s faith, an unseen force which 
provides the motivation for all our spiritual endeavours. Just 
as a growing tree requires larger roots so does our spiritual 
growth depend on the development of our faith. Just as 
strong roots enable a tree to withstand buffeting winds so 
does our faith enable us to maintain our moral compass in the 
face of life’s many challenges.
Faith may be the least noticeable of our spiritual qualities 
and its true extent may be hidden from those around us, 
maybe even from ourselves, but it is there to give us strength 
to survive life’s buffetings and to provide sustenance for our 
spiritual activity.
I recall officiating at the funeral of a man who had died at a 
young age and left behind a wife and two teenage children. 
As we stood behind the bier, about to accompany it to the 
Prayer House, the daughter turned to her mother and said 
‘I don’t think I can do this’. The mother, a grieving widow, 
responded ‘it says Hashem oz l’amo yitain - G-d will give 
strength to His people …. you will be able to do it’. I will never 
forget this expression of a powerful faith which carried a 
family through such difficult times.
Abraham was chosen by Hashem because of his faith, it is 
faith that is the root of Jewishness and Judaism.

Our Festive Chanukah Dinner      
by Godfrey R Gould

Mark Luck Hall was filled to its absolute capacity to welcome 
members, guests and visitors to our Annual Festive Chanukah 
Dinner on Sunday 6 December.
After 11 year old Moses Barnard Seidel recited the brochas 
and lit the first Chanukah licht we all sang Mo’az Tzur in fine 
fettle and settled down to eat. Prepared and served by many 
ladies of the Congregation (and helped by a few men) we 
started with lovely home-made tomato soup followed by salt 

beef and latkes and 
peas. The traditional 
accompaniments of 
pickled cucumber, 
sauerkraut, mustard 
and ketchup were 
just right. For a 
lovely dessert we 
had a very well 
stuffed apfelstrudel 
and pareve ice 
cream. All this, and 
plenty wine and soft 
drinks.
To entertain us we welcomed the return of Chazzan and 
entertainer Dov Spieir, this time with Max Wiscious. They 
performed together and separately a wide variety of melodies 
expertly accompanying themselves on the guitar. Of the many 
we heard, perhaps the highlight was the whole company 
singing a Chanukah song (not ‘that’ one!) to the melody of 
‘Finiculi, finiculà’.
Thanks are also due to those who gave such excellent prizes 
for the well supported raffle and to all those who purchased 
tickets. The whole event garnered over £600 for local Jewish 
education.
This is only one of the many social events organised so 
splendidly for us all by Rabbi Hershel Rader. Our thanks go to 
him for his greatly appreciated efforts. Want to come to some 
of our future events? Watch this space. And book early - very 
early.

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org
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What Price Expulsion of the Jews from Arab Countries?
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

On 30 November, Israelis observed the Memorial Day 
for those Jews expelled from the Arab Countries and 
from Iran. There were civic ceremonies in Jerusalem, in 
other Israeli cities, and even at the United Nations.

This expulsion, this violent dispossession and this 
eradication of these Jewish communities from Iran, 
Iraq, Algeria and many other Arab countries, happened 
one or two generations ago. But, for a number of 
reasons, the Memorial Day was instituted only in 2014. 

When the first survivors arrived in Israel, together with 
their children, they fully immersed themselves in the 
new society and did not want to look back. That was, 
after all, the culture of Israel those days: building the 
Jewish State was more important than remembrance or 
recriminations. So all those refugees, who preferred to 
call themselves ‘immigrants’, spent all of their energies 
making their way in their new country, and in their new 
society. They succeeded. 

Nowadays, the children and grandchildren of those 
refugees are military officers, judges, politicians, 
showmen, entrepreneurs etc. This is one of the many 
success stories of which Israel is so rich. But sadly, one 
of its side effects was that the tragedies suffered by the 
Arab Jews received little attention.

In the Diaspora things were even worse. For example, 
if you ask anyone about “Middle Eastern refugees”, 
they will think of the Palestinians; or of the Muslim and 
Christian victims of the current ISIS carnage. Very few 
people are aware that there have been Jewish refugees 
since 1948. Almost no one knows the great extent 
to which Israel went, in time of war, to welcome and 
feed these refugees and to help them to successfully 
integrate. They are now citizens and not refugees 
anymore. You certainly don’t hear about the stories and 
vicissitudes of the North African Jews, from the BBC, 
let alone read about them in the pages of The Guardian!

And indeed, none of these media mentioned the 
commemorations held last Monday at the UN and 
in Israel. It is exactly because of this reason that no 
one paid any attention. So I think we have a duty to 
remember.

Each year, on November 30, we should pause for 
a moment and pay homage to these lost Jewish 
communities. To the thousand years of their history, 
which came abruptly to an end. A history “spent 
between the dunes and the sea”, as written by Herbert 
Pagani. Pagani was a Jewish songwriter in Italy, who 
was born in Libya. In 1989, on the 20th anniversary of 
the expulsion of the Jews from Libya, he wrote these 
words to the rulers of his former Country:

“You wanted to wash away the Jews from your social 
fabric. You corroded its fibers: trade, crafts, agriculture, 
professions, everything has dissolved, and flew away 
like sand. All the expertise you buy from abroad cannot 
replace us, as our call has always been communication. 
Communication between human beings, cultures, 
ethnic groups, disciplines, the principles, the states, 
civilizations. Because of this vocation, we Jews have 
built the greatness of Islam, the Russian Empire, the 
Ottoman, the pre-Nazi Germany, and we could have 
made your own, if you had wanted. 

We were in love with our countries, an inexplicable, 
almost perverse love of the Jews for the countries 
where they live. Motherlands, even when they 
become stepmothers. We could have made great your 
countries, now free from the colonial rule. We could 
have given you wings to fly. But Allah, God, is great 
and sees far. He had decided, through you, that we 
had to leave, and live elsewhere, under other skies, so 
that your countries could continue to remain under-
developed, backwards, intolerant and fanatic. Ah, the 
exhilarating task of being the blank page of the Big 
Book of history...”.

Sunday 3

Saturday 9

Sunday 10 

Monday 11

Friday 22

Saturday 23 

 
Sunday 24 
Saturday 30

Cheder new term, 10.00 am

Rabbi’s Shiur - Pirke Avot, 9.00 am 
Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 am

13-15yrs youth Group, 5.00-7.00 pm

Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm

Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm 
Chavurah Supper, 7.00 pm

Rabbi’s Shiur - Pirke Avot, 9.00 am 
Havdala, 5.30 pm

Cheder including Tu B’shvat seder, 10.00 am

Shabbat service followed by special kiddush for Ruby 
Wedding of Sioned and Peter Vos, 10.30 am 
Shabbat Doroteinu & Shabbaton, 10.30 am

Congratulations
Congratulations to our members Simon & 

Natasha Goldstone on the birth of their daughter 
Laska Violet who was born on 19  

November 2015. 

Congratulations to Estelle Simon on the birth of 
her Great Grandson in November.

Bulletin Board – January 2016 
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The Nuremberg Trials
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 January, marks the 
date in 1945 when Russian troops entered Auschwitz-
Birkenau and liberated the prisoners. It was then that 
the world realised the enormity of Nazi atrocities.

20 November 1945 marks the date when the trial of the 
twenty-four main Nazi criminals who were still alive, 
opened in Nuremberg. It lasted until October 1946 and 
was a military tribunal consisting of four judges and 
four prosecutors, one of each from Britain, America, 
Russia and France.

The main charges were: (1) conspiracy to wage a war 
of aggression; (2) crimes against peace; (3) war crimes 
– murder and ill-treatment of civilians and prisoners 
of war, and killing of hostages; and (4) crimes against 
humanity – mass murder of Jews and others, murder 
and ill-treatment of political opponents.

Krupp was too ill to be tried; Ley committed suicide 
during the trial; Borman was sentenced to death in 
his absence. Fritsche, Schacht and Von Papen were 
acquitted. Hess, Funk and Raeder were sentenced to 
life imprisonment.  Shirach and Spear sentenced to 
twenty years; Nellrath to fifteen; and Duenitz to ten.

The remaining eleven were sentenced to be hanged 
in late 1946. However, Goering was able to commit 
suicide before the date of the execution.  The other ten: 
Ribbentropp, Kaltenbrunner, Rosenberg, Frank, Frick, 
Sauckel, Seyss-Inquartt, Streicher, Keitel and Jodl were 
hanged in January 1947.

The Alfred Wiener Library in London, with its massive 
archive on the Nazis, provided damning criminal 
information for the prosecution. One of the ten Nazis 
reportedly shouted out on his way to execution – “Now 
the Jews can celebrate another Purim Fest.”

In Chapter Nine of Megillat Esther, the names of the 
ten sons of Haman hanged with their father are given. 
Three Hebrew letters are written smaller than the others 
– Taf, Shin, Zayin. These spell out the Jewish year 5707 
(1046-47).

Did the Nazis know that, or then ten sons of Haman 
were hanged, and they too numbered ten?

What a remarkable coincidence that the year and the 
number came together, or is there more to this than 
meets the eye?

Tuesday 5

Tuesday 12 
 
Sunday 24 
 
Monday 25 
 
Tuesday 26

 
Wednesday 27

Gemara Shiur, 11.00 am

Ladies Discussion Circle, 10.30 am

AJEX Holocaust Memorial Service at 
Meadowview, 11.00 am

Tu Bishvat – New year for Trees

Gemara Shiur, 11.00 am

Holocaust Memorial Day

January Diary

Somewhere in the attic is a boxful of  photographs 
from the past, cherished memories of  family & 
friends. Bring them all to life again by having them 
scanned, colour corrected and presented on a CD 
or DVD to view on your computer or TV. Prints, 
negatives or colour slides, all formats. 
I can restore old & scratched photos. 
SPECIAL RATES FOR SJN READERS
Please call Anand on 07765 480746 for 
further details.
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What’s on: January 2016     
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919 

 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport 
Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Living with the times – an in depth look at the 
weekly parsha and its relevance to our times. All ladies welcome. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk 

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   
Tel:  01273 503708

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members 

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 8.15 - 
9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 
month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30 - 5.00 
pm, CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN JANUARY 
      Wednesday 6
 � JACS – No Meeting 

 
Friday 8

 � Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the February 2016 
issue.  Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org 
 
Sunday 10  

 � Polina Shepherd Vocal Experience invites you to ‘Sklamberg and 
The Shepherds’ UK CD Launch at Brighton Unitarian Church, 
New Road, Brighton at 7.00 pm 
  
Wednesday 13   

 � JACS with guest speaker Karen Maplesden, Falls Specialist 
Nurse on Falls and Fractures Prevention. AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members  
  
Wednesday 20   

 � JACS with guest speaker Helen Poole on Crawley Characters 
at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members 
£2.50 non-members 
 
Sunday 24  

 � AJEX Holocaust Memorial Service at the Jewish Cemetery, 
Meadowview, 11.00 am 

 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents ‘Sarah’s Key’ at 7.00 for 7.30 
pm. Drinks available. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 
 
Tuesday 26  

 � Holocaust Education Project Open Session for the general public 
at The Old Courtroom, Church Street, Brighton 2.45 – 4.00 pm 

 � Jewish Historical Society – Sussex Branch with guest speaker 
Rabbi Michael Hilton on The History of the Bar Mitzvah. Ralli 
Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 7.45 pm.  Members free/Non 
members £4.00 to include refreshments 
 
Wednesday 27  

 � JACS - Details to be announced

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 1
Fri 8
Fri 15
Fri 22
Fri 29

NOTABLE DATES
Friday 1
Monday 25
Wednesday 27

Out 

Sat 2
Sat 9
Sat 16
Sat 23
Sat 30

Light Candles 

3.47 pm
3.55 pm
4.05 pm
4.16 pm
4.28 pm

New Year’s Day
Tu Bishvat (New Year for Trees)
Holocaust Memorial Day

Havdalah 

5.03 pm
5.11 pm
5.20 pm
5.30 pm
5.40 pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their 

vehicle.
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON

The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, 
HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread available 
weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch Brighton from Premier 

Convenience Stores in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so that we know how 
many to supply. Orders can be collected on Thursdays or 

Fridays. 


