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The task of composing an editorial 
for a small monthly local magazine 
is not an easy one. 

Do we comment on national or 
international news? Surely not 
an option, as the copy has to be 
prepared at least two weeks prior 
to distribution and we live 
in such a changing world. 
Anyway, there are far 
more knowledgeable and 
informed commentators 
able to report on these 
events.

So let us come to a slightly 
lighter theme.

The writer was very involved in the 
Reform synagogue in the wonderful 
days of Rabbi Erwin Rosenblum z’l. 

In those great times the annual 
dinner dance was attended by 

some 500 people and held at the 
Metropole hotel with top class 
bands like those of Joe Loss and 
Edmundo Ros. The brochures ran 
to about 50 pages and page three 
always held the Rabbi’s message.

He was always very late with his 

contribution, and one year after I 
had hounded him daily for about 
a week he told me to repeat the 
message from last year as nobody 
ever reads them anyway. (He was 
such a realist.)

Anyway, the High Holy Days are 
now over and the regular services 
are back to being attended by the 
faithful few. Are they pleased that 
their “club” has been returned to 
them, or are they disappointed 
that the “once a yearers” have 
disappeared until next year?

We Jews all follow our 
religion or race in many 
different ways, but surely we 
are all brothers and sisters 
and we should be more 
understanding of those who 
may think or behave rather 
differently.

In addition to the ritual 
greetings echoed last month, 
maybe we should also wish for a 
year of tolerance within our local 
community.

Are the faithful few who attend regular 
services pleased that their “club” has been 
returned to them, or are they disappointed 
that the “once a yearers” have disappeared 

until next year?

A guest thought from Ivor Sorokin
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Your News
Special Birthdays
Mazel tov and happy birthday to Marianne Bergin, Ronnie 
Bloom (80), Yael Breuer, Jonathan Conway (50), Evelyn Davis 
(91), Harry Green (80), Lily Kotler, Maurice Lubich, Gillian 
Lyons, Stuart Panto (80) and all who have special birthdays 
this month. We also wish a belated happy birthday to Nettie 
Nissen who celebrated her 100th birthday in September.

Wedding
Mazel tov to Danielle 
Epstein and Gideon 
Sher who were married 
at Middle Street 
Synagogue in August. 
We also wish mazel tov 
to parents and grandma 
Helen Epstein. (Photo 
courtesy of Kristian Leven 
Photography)

Anniversaries
and Barry Hill on the 
celebration of their Ruby 
Wedding

their Golden Wedding

Welcome
SJN is delighted to announce 
that Norina Duke has joined 
our team and we hope that 
she will enjoy helping us to 
bring our news and features 
magazine to your doorsteps 
and computer screens.

Achievements
Mazel tov to Max Conway, grandson of Susan, who was 
awarded a Certificate of Merit for an original piece of creative 
writing, which was selected for publication in a Young Writers’ 
anthology.

Contest Winners
We are pleased to announce that Barbara and Irvyn Isaacs 
were the lucky winners of our competition for two free tickets 
to the play Bad Jews at the Theatre Royal, Brighton.

Get well
We wish a refuah sheleima to Barbara Comiskey (broken 
arm), Ronnie Savile, Mef Sharpe and all those who are unwell 
or in hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We mourn the passings and wish Long Life to the families of 
Zena Alexander z’l, Hilda Borkum on the death of her mother, 
Philip Freeman z’l, Cyril Jacobs z’l, Ruth Josman z’l, Carole 
Lever z’l and Muriel Wilks z’l.

Thank You
Alan Lever with sons Max and Bruce would like to thank the 
Rabbonim, relatives, friends and all the very kind and caring 

members of our community for the support given for our 
dearest Carole. She suffered so courageously for many years 
with  fortitude, resilience and humour and is a sad loss for us 

all. May her dear soul rest in peace.

Help Please!
Can anyone help with information about Rev. Lubetzky (the 
father of Mimi Lubetzki) who I understand, was a Shochet 
in Brighton before Rav Joseph? I would be grateful for any 

information. Please email me on myrnacarlebach@gmail.com. 
Thank you, Myrna Carlebach.

Community awards 

Adele Percival, 92 years old winner of this year’s ‘Full of 
Life Award’

Adele Percival started voluntary 
work with the Red Cross Beauty 
Care Service and the Hospice 
movement in London.

In 1999, after the passing of her 
husband, Adele joined a Tai Chi 
class at Age Concern and later 
learned to teach seated exercise 
and Tai Chi for seniors. On moving 
to Brighton and Hove in 2004, she 
offered her services to Age UK and 

currently teaches two classes a week at their centre in Seven 
Dials as well as a class for Amity at Ralli Hall and another at 
the same location for those attending the lunch club.

This year Age UK nominated Adele for the ‘Full of Life 
Award’ at the Brighton and Hove Older People’s Day Award 
Ceremony 2015 held at the Metropole Hotel by the charity 
Impact Initiatives.

Jan Imich – A Survivor 
Jan Imich, 85, now living in Eastbourne with his wife Jean, 
is a Jewish Polish survivor of several concentration camps 
during WWII. He arrived in England at the age of 19. We 
warmly congratulate him for recently winning the ‘Bridging the 
Generational Gap’ award for his inspirational work going into 
schools and talking about his experiences before and during 
the war. 

The Dorothy Stringer school in Brighton is one to which he 
goes twice a year to address students. It is often said by his 
listeners that his manner is without bitterness and that he 
even displays a sense of humour when sharing his terrible 
memories.
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The Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 

Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club
by Jacquie Tischauer 

On Sunday 20 September, after Rosh Hashanah, we held our 
Volunteers Brunch, which was most productive and many 
new ideas were suggested for the forthcoming season.

Our Annual Card Afternoon, with a lovely Tea, will be held 
on Sunday 29 November. Tickets are now on Sale. Then on 
Tuesday 8 December, we will be holding our Chanukah Party 
with a great lunch and good entertainment.

The winter months will be soon be here, so how about 
visiting us for a lovely lunch and good company? We are now 
introducing new dishes to our winter menu and if you have 
not tried our delicious three-course meals now is the time to 
give us a visit.

The Lunch and Social Club would like to give a big thank you 
to Jill Richards and her Bridge Players for their wonderful 
donations over the years, which are gratefully appreciated by 
us.

Our 100 Club has now reached 64 members and we are 
looking forward to having our first prize draw when we reach 
100 members. For those of you who have not joined, it is only 
£2 a week and you will be supporting a valuable and much 
needed asset in our community.

If you would like any more information on any of the foregoing 
please give me a call on 01273 739999.

Hyman Fine House 
by Natasha Carson and Mark Pady 

The Home couldn’t be what it is without our wonderful 
supportive volunteers who help us with everything from 
excursions and activities to gardening or just having a chat 
with our residents. This year’s volunteer awards ceremony 
gave recognition to David Pincus for his long-standing 
commitment to the Home, and particularly to our weekly 
synagogue services. So a big ‘thank you’ to David from all of 
us!

Indeed a big ‘thank you’ to all our synagogue volunteers and 
visitors over the High Holy Days for helping to make this time 
of year special for everyone living at Hyman Fine. 

Other highlights included a very good talk from Shirley Jaffe 
about film stars; an enjoyable visit from JACS members to 
one of our barbeques; our ongoing photography projects 
and some autumnal gardening. We also had a rather 
fabulous entertainer from Zimbabwe, to the great surprise 
of our residents, who commented that they never expected 

such enjoyable and unusual 
entertainment. 

Although the weather is now colder, 
we have also still managed to fit in a 
few excursions between the rain showers.  

As always, if you feel you could spare us some time to help 
volunteer as a regular or for a one-off event, please contact 
Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226.  

Natasha Carson is the Manager of Hyman Fine House.  Mark 
Pady is the Social Care Coordinator.

Shabbat UK  
Shabbat UK in Brighton & Hove was a 
huge success. The Challah Bake, the 
Friday night dinner at Ralli Hall and the 
Shabbat lunches at Ralli Hall and Mark 
Luck Hall were all well attended and very 
happy occasions.

The Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board is the purest form 
of local community charity. Since its inception in 1846 the 
charity has helped hundreds of individuals and families in 
financial distress, often literally putting food on their tables. 
We simply act as a conduit whereby the more comfortable 
members of the local Jewish community are able to help 
those less fortunate (with complete anonymity between the 
donors and the recipients). 

The Welfare Board recognises that having to ask for help and 
then accepting that help could potentially be an extremely 
uncomfortable experience. We go out of our way to ensure 
that all clients are treated with respect, humanity and, most 
importantly, confidentiality.  

The Welfare Board exists to alleviate financial pressure and 
to make life for our clients that much more tolerable and 
enjoyable. We offer regular monthly assistance or a one-off 
payment to help replace a ‘big ticket’ item; we provide extra 
money for families before the school holidays and help with 
the cost of school uniforms and shoes. We ensure that all 
our clients have enough blankets and heat during the winter 
months. We also realise that many people find themselves 
temporarily in financial need and we can help out on a short-
term basis.  

In these difficult financial times, being able to provide regular 
relief for those in need in our community is an expensive 
exercise. Every year our annual expenditure exceeds £70,000. 
Whilst we never want to say ‘no’ to somebody who has come 
to us for help, the reality is that we must balance supporting 
people now against ensuring that we maintain a healthy bank 
balance to continue providing support for future generations. 
The Welfare Board will celebrate its 170th anniversary next 
year and we must look forward, safe in the knowledge that 
it will continue to be a resource for those less fortunate than 
ourselves into the next century.  

We are very grateful to those of you who have supported 
us over the years, through our annual appeal and other 
donations. We hope that you will continue to do so and would 
ask you, particularly as we look to the start of a New Year, to 
also think about leaving a legacy to the Welfare Board so that 
we can carry on the long tradition of chesed - loving kindness 
- in the Brighton and Hove Jewish community.

We wish you all a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year and 
may you be inscribed in the Book of Life.
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Community Teas
by Sue Rosenfield

Over the last ten or so years, Helping Hands and the 
Brighton and Hove Reform Synagogue have independently 
provided Sunday afternoon teas for the older members of our 
community. These have taken place on a monthly basis and 
were very much enjoyed by those who attended.

Vivien Harris, who organised the teas on behalf of BHRS, 
has now stood down to take a well-earned rest. Vivien was 
assisted by an excellent team of volunteers, most of whom 
are very willing to continue. As the Welfare Coordinator for 
BHRS, I and a few of the volunteers have been meeting 
with Helping Hands to see if there is any way in which we 

can work together to ensure that this much valued service 
continues.

We have come up with the plan of working side by side, with 
the aim of providing an afternoon tea every six weeks. These 
will be open to all older members of the community and will 
be held at the Ajex Centre on Eaton Road. The first one will 
be held at 2.30pm on 6th December to coincide with the first 
night of Chanukah.

We are looking for volunteers to assist on the Sundays as well 
as helping with the organising before the day. If you would 
like to be invited to the teas, or to volunteer, or you require 
more information please contact BHRS on 01273 735343 or 
Helping Hands on 01273 747722.

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams

I should like to thank my new Centre Manager, Maxine 
Gordon for her excellent report for SJN prior to the High Holy 
Days. Both Maxine, and her assistant, Jacquie Tichauer, are 
not only getting on very well together, but are also doing 
extremely well in their new roles at Ralli Hall. There is, as 
always, a great deal to do, most importantly in making sure 
that there is enough income to cover all our costs, including 
continuing with our on-going programme of improvements 
and maintenance to our beautiful building.

Fortunately, we have just about come to the end of the 
heavy duty alterations to the building, having completed the 
modernisation of the Lower Ground Floor toilets and the 
Maccabi entrance, and have even found suitable occupiers 
for the self-contained two-room suite at the rear of the 
stage, now that Jacquie is sharing an office with Maxine and 
permanent and secure access has been provided to the loft 
chair store above. 

As mentioned previously by Maxine, we will now concentrate 
on upgrading and modernising our core accommodation 
on the Ground Floor, so as to make it far more attractive to 
the members of our Community and to encourage the next 
generation to make it the first choice for their simchas. We are 
now the only venue in the town to offer Kosher Meat facilities, 
together with an enlarged Vegetarian/Fish kitchen, part of 
which can also be offered as a Kosher Milk facility when 
required.

There will, no doubt, be the usual discussions concerning 
the suitability of the décor when dealing with a more 
traditional building, and Ralli Hall is late Edwardian, having 
been completed in 1913. It has also since been granted 
Grade 2 Listed status as a building of great architectural 
interest - fortunately this applies only to the two main 
external elevations. However, I am sure that we will come to 
a satisfactory conclusion and, in the not too distant future, 
our core accommodation will become suitable for use by our 
most discerning clients so, as they say, watch this space.

I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

A problem solved
by Doris Levinson

My daughter and family have a rather elderly Jack Russell 
Chihuahua cross called Katie who suffers from a number of 
complaints of the elderly and has been prescribed various 
medications to take orally.  I know that dogs and cats are 
very clever and hate taking pills in whatever form – hidden or 
crushed in food or perhaps forced down the mouth - the latter 
being a dangerous operation which could lead to the handler 
being bitten. 

Everything had been tried; nothing worked. The pills were 
either left in the bowl or spat out.

What to do? My grandsons came up with a couple of 
solutions that worked. They took themselves off to the 
nearest kosher deli and bought gefilte fish balls. Katie loved 
the gefilte fish and couldn’t wait for the next helping (with 
the pills hidden inside). Oh, and yes, the other solution was 
hiding the pills in small amounts of brown bread smothered in 
peanut butter.

I wonder if SJN reading pet owners would like to share any of 
their clever ideas to solve this problem?

Youth Aliyah Child Rescue
A most successful coffee morning, courtesy of Rosa and 

Stuart Panto, raised another 
substantial sum for the Petting 
Zoo at one of the Youth Aliyah 
villages.

We are also most grateful to 
the late Stella Hartsilver for 
her generous bequest in her 
will to our charity.

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 
into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 
07789 491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be 

contacted to visit.
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One of the many ways in which we support our clients 
is by providing regular Sunday afternoon social teas.

We are told that it is the best tea in Brighton and Hove.

The teas are funded by a small group of kind sponsors. 
If you would like to sponsor a tea for a special occasion 
or just for the satisfaction of bringing some joy into the 

lives of others.

YOU can do so or a donation of £40.00

Please phone 01273 747722 or email:helping-hands@
helping-hands.org

RALLI HALL
LUNCH & SOCIAL CLUB

(Registered Charity No.1142922)

PRESENTS
A BRIDGE & KALOOKI AFTERNOON

AT RALLI HALL DENMARK VILLAS HOVE
(£1.50 Parking Fee at Hove Railway Station)

FRIENDLY COMPETITION – WITH PRIZES

ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29th 2015 AT 2.00PM

DONATION £10.00 INCLUDING TEA

TICKETS FROM:

ALAN BURKE - 01273  416335   AND

RAYMOND FELSENSTEIN - 01273  505056

THE ANNUAL AJEX 
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE WILL 

BE HELD THIS YEAR AT THE 
HOVE HEBREW CONGREGATION 
SYNAGOGUE, HOLLAND ROAD, 

HOVE BN3 1JN

ON

SUNDAY, 8th NOVEMBER 2015 
AT 4.30pm

Please be seated by 4.15pm to 
allow for an Inspection of 

the AJEX Veterans by The Lord 
Lieutenant of East Sussex, The 

High Sheriff and the Mayor of 
Brighton & Hove.

TEA WILL BE SERVED AFTER THE 
SERVICE.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMUNITY ARE CORDIALLY 

INVITED TO ATTEND THIS 
SERVICE, HELD TO HONOUR 
ALL THOSE JEWISH MEN AND 

WOMEN WHO HAVE SERVED OUR 
COUNTRY.

LEST WE FORGET
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The first sentence of the book of Job 
describes him as “…sincere, upright 
and God-fearing and kept himself 
apart from evil.”  There can be no 
better way of distilling the life and 
character of the late and loved Hans 
Albrecht who, in many ways, had a 
life as turbulent as that of Job.

It was a long journey for Hans - from 
Linz in 1931 to Brighton in 2015. 
A long journey for both Hans and 
European Jewry.  Hans’ early history 
reflects experiences of outright 
Austrian antisemitism – always 
prevalent in Austria. Following the 
Anschluss it got worse, people would 
say “Go away from me you swine of a 
Jew”.  He was seven and not allowed 
to walk in the streets or have his 
friends play with him.

However it was not all bad. Hans 
was fond of repeating the anecdote 
that “My mother had a very good 
friend living in the near town of 
Abelsberg, a small market town, and 
there lived a lady in a family called 
Postl. The youngest daughter was 
a schoolmistress called Theresa 
who was brought up in the Ursuline 
Convent in Linz. Later on she became 
a senior schoolteacher for girls and 
once in the tram when my mother 
went into the tram, she went and sat 
next to my mother. My mother said, 
‘Don’t sit next to me Theresa because 
this will put you into danger if you sit 
next to a Jew – it might cost you your 
job.’ And the teacher said, “I would 
rather lose my job than my faith in 
you. All the other people moved away 
when they saw a Jewish person in a 
train or a tram and Theresa Postl did 
exactly the opposite”.

Hans had Aspergers and occasionally 
people underestimated Hans’ 
ability, which could, on occasion, 
be mistaken for stupidity. Hans 
sometimes used the words ‘learning 
disability’ to describe himself. But 
he had a prodigious and wonderful 
memory – he could tell you not only 
the names of his fellow students in 
junior school, but also what tram 
numbers they took on the journey to 
school. 

Hans always wanted to spend more 
time with Chasidim and loved reading 
about the various dynasties - he 
knew the names of the grandsons 
and descendants of the Baal Shem 
Tov and could talk for hours about 
the differences between the Satmar, 
Lubavitch, Belz, Viznizh dynasties and 
could be loquacious on the history of 
the Teitelbaum family. 

He was loved and liked by everyone 
and welcomed in all Brighton and 
Hove synagogues and communal 
events. Hans used to really enjoy 
going to synagogue – actually he 
enjoyed going to the ‘Bet Haknesset’ 
– a house of meeting. It was at the 
synagogues in Brighton that Hans 
came into his element. Prayer may 
not have been his forte but genealogy 
certainly was and again he showed 
his formidable memory. When 
meeting someone, he could without 
hesitation, name the relationship of 
that person to everyone in Brighton. 
It was not unusual for Hans to say 
something like, “Ach – so you are 
the third cousin once removed of 
the second son of the late Mr Harold 
Rosenzweig”. 

Hans came to this country as a 
Kinderstransport refugee and on 
arrival was housed in various Jewish 
refugee schools and then lived with 
his mother in Guildford, Harpenden 
and Brighton. Due to these imposed 
wanderings Hans never had a 
bar mitzvah but in 2004, the AJR 

together with Bertha Leverton’s 
Kinderstransport Reunion committee, 
organised a bar mitzvah for people 
like Hans. He attended and was 
thrilled by the occasion. 

From Linz to Vienna to Brighton, from 
Brighton to Margate, from Margate to 
Worthing, from there to North Wales, 
then to the Lake District, Harpenden, 
Copthorne, Haslemere and so on. 
A refugee journey – not helped at 
times by overt antisemitism and poor 
treatment. 

Maureen Kendler says that she 
remembers more than 30 years 
ago, Hans’ mother, Gisela, on her 
deathbed in her 90s, urging Peter 
Senker and Maureen to look after 
her vulnerable son, and they both 
reassured her that he would be 
taken care of. It was the foundation 
of Rachel Mazzier House with the 
foresight and help of Peter Senker, 
Jack Mazzier, Harry Smith and others 
that finally gave Hans his home. As 
Hans said in his memoirs, “This home 
is the best home that I lived in and I 
was in no home more happier than 
here”.

Hans had finally found a true home. 
He lived there surrounded by 
supportive, loving and caring staff 
– in particular Joanne, Corinne and 
Sandrine who preserved his dignity, 
looked after him as he grew more 
frail and needed more attention and 
were at all times keen to maintain and 
reinforce his Jewish heritage. They 
provided him with a secure supportive 
environment and Hans trusted and 
liked them - probably for the first time 
in his life since leaving Austria he felt 
both secure and loved.

Hans will be missed tremendously.  
He was unique. Another good friend 
of Hans – Richard Priestman, said on 
hearing of Hans’ death, “Hans was a 
good man”. As Hillel said ”the rest is 
commentary”.

The Imperial War Museum 
sympathetically recorded Hans’s 
memories and the recording is 
available at http://www.iwm.org.uk/
collections/item/object/80027024

Hans Albrecht z’l
by Arthur Oppenheimer
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Having fully turned the corner of the 
New Year, Sussex Friends of Israel have 
spent some time taking stock.
Looking back, the summer of 2014 
was a turning point. What started as 
a communal ‘fight back’ grassroots 
organisation to counter the virulent 
anti-Israel (and frequently antisemitic) 
demonstrations by the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement outside EcoStream when it 
opened in August 2012 had grown into 
something bigger. When the Israel-
based SodaStream Company closed 
the store for economic reasons in 
July 2014, SFI took the opportunity to 
change gear. 
In the months ahead SFI found ways 
to broaden its remit ‘to develop greater 
support, awareness and understanding 
of Israel through education campaigns, 
communication and community 
partnership’ to the point that, a year 
on, the Jewish Chronicle recently 
ranked SFI as the most active pro-Israel 
grassroots organisation in the UK. 

National, Local and Global Responses
Faced with the decision by umbrella 
Jewish groups in the UK not to stage 
a mass, pro-Israel event during Israel’s 
Operation Protective Edge during the 
summer of 2014, SFI took the lead and 
on 17 August organised a ‘National 
Rally for Israel and Peace’ on the 
lawns of the Old Steine, where 1,000 
people travelled from around the UK 
to hear Col. Richard Kemp CBE and 
Efrat Mayor Oded Revivi and others 
amid a sea of Israeli flags, music and 
refreshments throughout the day.
Less than a week after that rally, SFI’s 
focus turned closer to home, when 
then Councillor Ben Duncan floated a 
proposal to boycott goods and services 
from Israel. Joining forces with the 
Sussex Jewish Representative Council, 
SFI mounted a letter-writing campaign 
to oppose the move. Ten days later, the 
Brighton & Hove City Council proposal 
was withdrawn.
The months that followed were equally 
defining for SFI, ushering in a fruitful 
period of activism.

demonstrations and a popular media 
campaign against Qatar’s hosting of 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup in response 
to Qatar’s funding of terrorism, 
together with a related information 
campaign against Harrods. 

challenged Labour leader Ed 

Miliband’s decision to be keynote 
speaker at the Labour Friends of 
Palestine fundraising dinner on 26 
November, when SFI co-ordinated a 
peaceful demonstration in Whitehall. 
The story drew international media 
attention.

West Friends of Israel, SFI organised 
the first ever IsrAction Day, which 
encouraged people to buy Israeli 
goods from mainstream supermarkets 
and donate them to the needy. 
Once the Jewish Chronicle adopted 
it as a national campaign, leading 
Jewish communal organisations 
soon followed suit, making it a 
UK-wide phenomenon. More than 
£10,000 worth of food was donated in 
Manchester alone.

Academic Friends of Israel and 
grassroots groups up and down the 
UK, SFI took the lead in co-ordinating 
a public campaign against a biased, 
anti-Israel conference sponsored by 
Southampton University Law School. 
Backed by the UK’s leading Jewish 
communal organisations and calling 
for a peaceful demonstration, the 
initiative led to the cancellation of the 
conference on 1 April.

Zionist Federation and Christian 
Friends of Israel to protest a month-
long UK tour of The Siege, a biased 
portrayal of the occupation by 
Palestinian terrorists of Bethlehem’s 
Church of the Nativity in 2002. 
Throughout June and July SFI joined 
forces with the Jewish Leadership 
Council, the Board of Deputies 
and London Jewish Forum and 
other mainstream co-ordinating the 
‘Golders Green Together’ rally against 
a planned demonstration by neo-
Nazis on 4 July. The demonstration 
was moved from Golders Green to 
Whitehall on 30 June.

A year of pro-Israel Communications 
and Community Relations
Bolstering its activist work, SFI’s 
ability to educate a wider, global 
audience continued to grow. This 
month SFI’s FaceBook ‘likes’ topped 
an unprecedented 16,500 with more 
than 10,000 Twitter followers. SFI’s daily 
output on both social media platforms 
has sparked a steady increase of 
mainstream media coverage, both 
nationally and internationally, with 
SFI appearing on forums ranging 
from Revelation TV, Exeter University, 

Limmud and We Believe in Israel 
conferences as well as mainstream 
media coverage in the Algemeiner, 
JC, the Jewish News, Arutz 7, BBC, 
Jewish News Service, Commentator, 
the American Thinker and other media 
platforms. 
On its home turf, SFI hosted a 
lecture by Middle East expert Dr 
Mordechai Kedar at Ralli Hall, while 
Dr David Gurevitch later spoke on 
‘Understanding Antisemitism in France’. 
In response to the terror attacks in 
Paris, SFI organised a community 
meeting with Sussex Police and the 
Community Security Trust. With the 
run-up to the General Election, SFI held 
a ‘Hove Hustings Evening’ with both 
Labour and Conservative candidates.
Meanwhile, SFI’s dedicated core 
of public activists, many from the 
Christian community, have assembled 
on Saturday afternoons on a bi-weekly 
basis on New Road to engage with 
passers by and distribute pro-Israel 
literature. In August, SFI taught a class 
on ‘Israel and its Quest for Peace’ 
to 35 students at BHASVIC Sixth 
Form College in Brighton, while on 9 
September SFI joined a cross-section 
of grassroots and national organisations 
to successfully counter the BDS and 
radical left demonstration against Prime 
Minister’s meeting with Prime Minister 
David Cameron.

The Year Ahead
As SFI’s reputation and influence 
continue to grow, perhaps its biggest 
challenge will be to ‘keep things fresh’. 
As an SFI editorial in the 9 July Jewish 
Chronicle recently noted, “Grassroots 
is about being heard; it’s about direct 
action, about standing up and standing 
proud”.
This is where you come in. SFI could 
not have achieved its growing reach 
without your support and input. Every 
comment you make on SFI’s FaceBook 
page makes a difference. Every email 
is appreciated. And every person who 
makes room in their busy schedule 
to come to SFI’s communal events – 
whether it’s the bi-weekly gatherings on 
New Street or the speakers we plan to 
bring in the months ahead – helps us 
plan for the future.
So send us your ideas (info@
sussexfriendsofisrael.org). Keep in 
regular contact. Together you will 
enable SFI to go me chayil le chayil – 
from strength to strength.

Grassroots: A Year of Transition and Growth
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In a few weeks’ time, the annual AJEX 
Remembrance service will be held at 
Holland Road Synagogue. This year 
we will be honoured by the presence 
of Juliet Smith, the High Sheriff of 
East Sussex, who will attend as the 
Queen’s representative. When invited 
to be interviewed for Sussex Jewish 
News, she modestly suggested that 
I should really meet with her mother, 
who, she said was a ‘much more 
interesting person than I’. Thus it 
was that on a Sunday morning a few 
weeks ago, I met with Juliet’s mother, 
Trudy Byrne. What follows is Trudy’s 
incredible story.

Trudy was born Gertrude Wilhelmina 
Hauschner in the town of Straubing, 
Germany in 1924. She has childhood 
memories of living in a “nice flat over 
the shop that had been inherited from 
her grandparents”. They were happy 
times.   

Her grandfather 
Herman had 
married Clothilde 
Fleischman in 
the Regensberg 
Synagogue. (A 
manifestation 
of antisemitism 
in 19th century 
Germany was 
the prohibition 

of marriage for Jews under the age 
of 35.) This was devised to keep the 
Jewish birth rate down. Her father, 
Max, was born in 1890 and, together 
with his younger brother Justin, was 
educated until the age of 16-17. They 
both fought and were wounded in the 
First World War. Her father was left 
for dead by the Germans, but was 
found by the French with a serious 
skull wound. A French surgeon took 

an interest in the case and sent him to 
Switzerland, where a specialist in the 
new sphere of brain surgery saved his 
life. The surgeon is believed to have 
been the Kaiser’s brother. However, 
the skull damage was serious and 
resulted in right side paralysis and 
the need to walk with a stick. He was 
eventually recognised as disabled 
and the family managed to live off his 
pension.

Because there were no Jewish 
schools in the area, Trudy went to 
the Protestant Nursery School and 
then to the Protestant Gymnasium. 
In all there were over ten Jewish 
children in Straubing. They thought 
of themselves as German. Trudy says 
that religion was not a big factor in 
her family’s life and they attended 
Synagogue only twice a year. At 
that time there was no obvious 
antisemitism and she has fond 
memories of her childhood, including 
skating on the Danube.

Trudy was nine when Hitler came 
to power in 1933 and she clearly 
remembers her father’s cry of “Oh! 
Oh!” when news came through. 

Her best friend at school was the 
daughter of the headmaster. He 
eventually became the Nazi Lord 
Mayor. Her class teacher, who 
became a high-up in the Nazi 
organisation, did not believe Trudy’s 
mother was Jewish because of her 
blonde hair and blue eyes. She was 
therefore treated well. However, there 
were incidents of local violence. In 
1935 the father of Trudy’s classmate 
Trudl, a Jewish cattle dealer, was 
pulled out of bed at 6.00 am and 
bundled into a car, then tortured and 
hanged in the woods. The identities of 
the five culprits were well-known, but 
they were never brought to justice. 

Later on, Trudl fortunately made it to 
America, but her mother and sisters 
were murdered in Auschwitz.

The first experience of an increasingly 
local antisemitic policy was when 
a notice was erected stating that 
Jews were not welcome to swim 
in the Danube, the site of previous 
fond childhood memories of winter 
skating. Then cinemas were closed 
to the Jews. Meanwhile at school, all 
the boys belonged to the Hitler Youth 
and the children were asked to spy 
on their parents. At first Trudy and her 
school friends played well together, 
but then gradually, she was excluded.

On Kristallnacht her father was 
taken into protective custody. She 
remembers that the last thing he said 
to her before they took him away 
was that she should go to school as 
if nothing had happened. However 
that was not possible, for on arrival 
she was told by the Headmaster that 
she was to be expelled. Her father 
and uncle were released after three 
days. Others were not so fortunate. 
The unlucky ones ended up in 
concentration camps. 

Arrangements were made for 
education to continue and a Jewish 
teacher from Straubing was recruited 
to provide daily lessons 40km away in 
a house adjacent to the Regensburg 
synagogue. 

It was about this time that Trudy’s 
parents started writing to contacts 
abroad to try to get her out of 
Germany. They knew of a banking 
family from Hanau who had emigrated 
to England and had taken a secretary 
with them. Trudy’s mother wrote 
to the secretary who showed the 
letter to Mrs Norton, her employer. 
Coincidentally, the Norton children 
had returned from Hampstead Girls’ 
High school with the news that 
there were to be two scholarships 
for Jewish refugee children. Mrs 
Norton went to see the Headmistress 
and was told that the places had 
already been allocated. However, 
after Trudy’s situation was explained, 
a third place was found on the 
proviso of the production of excellent 
references. Trudy’s Headmaster wrote 

The Kindertransport and the High Sheriff 
Bernard Swithern has an unexpected meeting with an extraordinary person.
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a glowing reference. Trudy describes 
Mrs Norton as ‘an angel’ who was 
responsible for saving fifty people.

Her parents knew that they 
themselves could not consider 
emigration because her father’s 
disability meant that they were 
ineligible. 

So, in July 1939, just weeks before 
the outbreak of war, Trudy left for 
England with one suitcase. Her 
parents took her to Munich to 
catch the Kindertransport train. 
She remembers their tears but in 
retrospect admits to excitement at 
the prospect of leaving home.  Of 
the journey itself she contrasts the 
behaviour of the guards on the 
train with the kindness of the Dutch 
women who greeted the children at 
the border. From there they made 
their way to the Hook of Holland and 
eventually were met at Broad Street 
Station in London. Trudy was taken 
to the home of Muriel, her hostess. 
She recalls that her first meal was a 
salad and that the following morning 
she had her first introduction to 
breakfast cereals. She settled in to a 
kind home and enjoyed the company 
of Muriel’s sons. Muriel and her family 
became Quakers, known as Friends, 
and introduced Trudy to their work 
on behalf of refugees. In due course, 
Trudy herself became a Quaker.

Weeks later, on 3rd September, war 
was declared. The schoolgirls were 
given gas masks and the school 
was evacuated to Berkhampstead. 
She was not well-treated at her first 
billet, so the Headmistress arranged 
alternative accommodation for 
her. One has to bear in mind that 
these problems were in addition to 
having started school in a strange 
country, unable to understand a word 
that was said to her and having to 
communicate in schoolgirl French. 
Eventually, Trudy was sent to live with 
Mrs Murray, who happened to be the 
daughter of the Earl of Athlone and 
whom she describes as “absolutely 
wonderful”. Meanwhile her education 
continued and she passed her 
matriculation exams in seven 
subjects. There was no university 
funding so in 1941, she attended 
a secretarial course at Hendon 
Technical College, which was close to 
the RAF airfield.

At the end of the war, Trudy was 
amongst the thousands who attended 
celebrations at Trafalgar Square. This 
was followed by further good news. 
Soon after the end of the war she 
heard through Mrs Norton that her 
parents had survived!

Trudy found a way to return to 
Germany by working as a secretary 
for the Americans and was stationed 
near Frankfurt. At last she was able 
to make her way to Straubing to 
be reunited with her parents. Her 
happiness was tinged with horror and 
distress. She was shocked by their 
appearance. “They looked like Belsen 
victims.” She discovered that they 
had been interned at Theresienstadt. 

It transpired that on learning of their 
situation, Mrs Norton managed to 
send sardines to them through the 
Red Cross and these were exchanged 
for life-saving liver injections to treat 
her mother’s pernicious anaemia.

Years later, in 1969, Trudy returned 
to Theresienstadt with her mother 
and daughter Juliet and recalls the 
stories that her mother had told 
her. Stories of how the imprisoned 
doctors helped to treat her anaemia 
and how they made primitive drugs 
out of weeds. How on one occasion 
the inmates were lined up in a large 
field surrounded by embankments 

on which machine guns were 
positioned and how the dreaded 
inevitable did not happen because 
of the appearance of low-flying allied 
planes. How special events were 
filmed for propaganda purposes and 
how the trappings were taken away 
when filming was over.

One particular memory was of 
meeting an old neighbour in Straubing 
who said how good it was to see 
her again. Trudy reminded him that 
during the Nazi era he didn’t want to 
know her, but recalls that her mother’s 
reaction was to ask how she could 
know how she would have behaved 
in those circumstances. For that she 
admired her mother for the rest of her 
life.

In September 1946, seven years 
after arriving at Broad Street Station, 
Trudy married Myles Byrne, an actor 
who was working as a theatrical 
agent. Soon afterwards they moved 
to Brighton, where Myles had taken 
over the Playhouse in Kemptown, 
which would later be converted to the 
Continentale Cinema. Trudy worked 
in the box office right up to the night 
before giving birth to Juliet, who has 
now made history by being selected 
by the Queen as the first Brighton-
born High Sheriff of East Sussex. 

Trudy is rightly proud of her 
daughter’s achievements. During a 
successful career in the educational 
field, Juliet became a magistrate 
and then chairman of the Central 
Sussex Bench as well as chairman of 
governors of Brighton & Hove High 
School for Girls , which is affiliated to 
Hampstead High, where Trudy was 
educated.

Trudy has recorded her memories 
in ‘My Journey: I Came, I Saw, I 
Concurred.’
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Last month, Sussex Friends of Israel 
hosted a remarkable evening. We 
had the singular pleasure of listening 
to Yotam Polizer, Asia regional 
director of IsraAID, The Israel Forum 
for International Humanitarian Aid.

To a packed room at Ralli Hall, 
Polizer described the selfless work 
this NGO carries out in more than 40 
crisis-hit countries across the globe. 
To audible gasps from the room 
he showed us pictures of IsraAID 
volunteers – Jews, Christians, 
Muslims and Arabs – literally 
plucking refugees from death off the 
coast of Lesbos.

He told stories of how IsraAID is 
the only aid group offering medical 
assistance directly to refugees on the 
beaches. He shared with a stunned 
room the training they provide for 
Japanese psychologists in their 
work to rehabilitate the traumatised 
children of the Japanese tsunami, 
the long-term relief they bring to 
Ebola victims and carers in Sierra 
Leone as well as to the survivors of 
the devastating earthquake in Nepal. 

Polizer and his team are saving lives 
across the world – voluntarily and 
heroically, despite concerns for their 
own safety. His talk was emotional, 
galvanising, shocking, saddening 
and remarkably inspirational.

The audience also heard from Yiftach 
Curiel, spokesperson of the Israeli 
Embassy in London, about the uphill 
struggle they face to get the media 
to acknowledge the enormous good 
Israel does across the globe – as 
contrasted with its obsession to 
denigrate the country, be it for an 

escaped zoo animal or its legal right 
to protect its citizens from terror.

Finally we heard from Rabbi 
Hershel Rader, of the Brighton and 
Hove Hebrew Congregation, who 
emphasised that it was the very 
concept of tikkun olam – healing the 
world – and the moral obligation to 
help all human beings that lies at the 
heart of the Jewish people and the 
Jewish nation.

In an interview, the stories Polizer 
relayed were compelling and heart-
rending, recounting the thousands 
of dispirited, excited, hopeful, 
exhausted men, women and children 
who have left their war-torn countries 
in a desperate effort to save 
themselves.

Equally inspiring is the work carried 
out by IsraAID’s team of Israeli 
volunteers – doctors, trauma 
specialists, psychologists and others 
– to help them on their long journey 
to freedom.

Polizer is no stranger to humanitarian 
disasters. Before Lesbos he 
had been in Nepal with IsrAID’s 
relief team helping victims of its 
devastating earthquake. He was 
in South Korea when hundreds 
of students were killed during a 
shipwreck. And he has worked in 
Africa to help victims of the Ebola 
pandemic.

But he has never seen anything of 
the magnitude 
of the crisis 
that’s on 
Europe’s – and 
Britain’s – 
doorstep. “The 
sheer numbers 
of people in 
transit and their 
movement in 
so many places 
at once,” he 
said, pausing, 
“We haven’t 
seen this since 
the Second 
World War,” 

when Yotam’s own grandparents fled 
Hungary for refuge in Israel.

Yet over and against the 
unprecedented size and complexity 
of this crisis, Polizer’s message 
is one of hope born of hands-on 
tzedakah as seen by

of Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
Israelis who are there to help those 
wading ashore,

the IsraAID team’s skills coping 
with trauma – not only from their 
training but because of their own 
experiences of managing war and 
terror at home,

to person – by people whose only 
encounters with Israelis and Jews 
is through the lens of animosity.

“Just yesterday I treated a doctor 
and his family from Syria”, Polizer 
said. “Do you know what he told 
me when he found out I was 
Israeli? Exasperated that not one 
Arab country has taken in any 
refugees, he told me: “Our biggest 
‘enemies’ have become our greatest 
supporters – and our biggest 
‘supporters’ have become our 
enemies.”

IsraAID’s story is a story that needs 
to be told – and told again.

IsraAID and the Refugee Crisis:  
Practical Tzedaka at work
by Simon Cobbs and Winston Pickett
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On Sunday 15 November, the Sussex Jewish 
Film Club invites you to a double bill. Both 
films will help in different ways to remind us 
that this year 2015 is the 70th anniversary of 
the end of World War II.
First is The Evacuees, one of Jack Rosenthal’s 
classics (75 mins). This World War II drama, 

originally written for TV, 
is about two Jewish 
brothers evacuated from 
Manchester to Blackpool 
and what happens to 
them there. It is loosely 
based on Rosenthal’s 
own experiences and 
the cast includes his 
wife Maureen Lipman. 
When first shown it won 
a BAFTA TV award and 
an Emmy. It is sometimes 

funny and sometimes sad but without the slightest hint of 
schmaltz.
This will be followed by The Real Inglorious Bastards (USA, 
2013, 51 mins), an award-winning documentary about Operation 
Greenup, the most successful intelligence gathering operation 
of the American Office of Strategic Services in World War II. 
Two young Jewish American refugees, one from Germany and 

one from Holland, team 
up with a conscientious 
deserter from the Austrian 
Wehrmacht, parachuting 
into the Austrian Alps. 
Through vivid first person 
accounts, re-enactments, 
computer-generated 
imagery, archives and 
historian commentary, the 
film describes how, despite 
incredible dangers and the 
eventual capture of daring 
mission leader Fred Mayer, the team attempts to disrupt a vital 
supply route between Germany and the Italian front in order to 
bring about the surrender of Innsbruck to the Allied Forces.
This second film has a special interest for us because the 
above-mentioned Fred Mayer is none other than Doris Levinson’s 
cousin! (Doris of course is a member of the editorial board of this 
magazine and is also a member of the organising team for the 
Film Club.) Fred Mayer himself appears in the film talking about 
Operation Greenup.
The films are shown at Ralli Hall, 7 for 7.30pm, with a small 
donation on the door requested from non-Ralli Hall members. 
Full-time students free and don’t forget that parking in Hove 
Station car park costs only £2 on a Sunday (or use the No 7 bus). 
Refreshments are available before the film.

SJFC:  a double bill for November 

Brighton-based artist Ruth Rix is taking part in an unusual 
exhibition in Vienna during April, May and June 2016. 
The exhibition will consist of prints by Ruth’s mother Helga 
Michie, as well as Ruth’s own paintings and collage, and will 
express interweavings from different countries and cultures, from 
pre-39 Vienna to the present, telling aspects of the stories of the 
identical twin sisters and the second generation.
Ruth’s mother Helga, now in her nineties, came to Britain from 
Vienna as a child refugee on the last childrens’ transport, while 
her identical twin Ilse Aichinger was left behind with their mother, 
unable to escape.  Other members of the family were deported 
from Vienna and murdered.
Ilse and their mother survived the war, and all three were re-
united in 1947, first in England and then in Vienna, but by that 
time Ilse was establishing herself as a writer in Austria, and Helga 
had a life in England with her daughter Ruth and her aunt Klara, 
who had also arrived in England just before the outbreak of war.

Helga had 
developed many 
friendships in 
Austrian refugee 
circles, including 
Anna Mahler, 
Elias Canetti and 
Erich Fried. “I 
grew up amongst 
these influences, 
re-inforced by frequent visits to the family in Vienna and by the 
strong bond between the twins. But the loss and separation of 
the war years left a legacy of fracture in the work of both sisters, 
and is echoed by some of the threads which run through my 
paintings,” says Ruth.
This exhibition, through biographical information and the work 
exhibited, will chart the currents flowing across the temporal, 
geographical and generational divides in the lives of the sisters 
and Ruth herself.

Brighton artist Ruth Rix to exhibit in Vienna

Puzzle Corner
1. How far can you go into a wood?
2.  There’s an island situated between England and France, 

but it’s farther from France than England is. What is it?
3.  A train leaves London for Edinburgh at 2am, travelling 

at 40mph. Another train leaves Edinburgh for London 
half an hour later, travelling at 45mph. When they meet, 
which is nearer London?

4.  How can you tell if a straight-sided glass is half full 
without any measuring equipment?

5.  I have two coins, one marked George I and the other 
55BC, which is the more valuable?

Answers on page 14
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Jewish Historical Society of England – Sussex Branch

19th UK Jewish Film Festival

We are pleased to announce our November programme to 
the community.
On 24 November our session will be Wiener Library – 
Family Research with guest speaker Dr Christine Schmidt, 
International Tracing Service Archive Researcher at the 
Wiener Library, London.
The unique international Tracing Service Archive held at the 
Wiener Library contains over 100 million pages of Holocaust-
era documents relating to the fates of over 17.5 million 
people who were subject to incarceration, forced labour and 
displacement during and after World War II.

This meeting will be held at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 
commencing at 7.45 pm. Lectures are followed by questions, 
discussion and light refreshments. There is no charge for 
members and students, but we charge only £4 to any most 
welcome visitors.
More information can be obtained from Arthur Oppenheimer 
at arthur@oppenheimer.co.uk or by ringing 01273 770094 
or from Godfrey Gould at g.gould915@btinternet.com or by 
ringing 01273 419412.

The 19th UK Jewish Film Festival returns from 7th-22nd 
November with tickets now on sale.
This year’s programme of more than 80 international films 
is exciting and varied, including star-studded galas such as 
Closer to the Moon and Septembers of Shiraz; landmark films 
such as the much feted Son of Saul, which won the Grand 
Prix at the Cannes Film Festival 2015; films that showcase 
new British talent such as the world premiere of Orthodox; 
extraordinary real life stories from the hijack docudrama 
Sabena to the biting humour of Look at us Now Mother!; 
movies full of joy and laughter such as 5 to 7 and What’s 
in a Name; plus the latest and best in contemporary Israeli 
cinema from the award-winning Kindergarten Teacher; to 
Princess, which premiered at Sundance to great acclaim; 
Yona, the wonderful biopic about Israel’s most celebrated 

poet; Manpower and Hotline 
which explore the issue 
of immigration in Israel; 
JeruZalem, the mesmerising 
horror film shot in the 
alleyways and holy sites of 
Jerusalem; and Fauda, one 
of the best TV series to come 
out of Israel, which will be screened in its entirety over 3 
evenings.
There is something for everyone! We look forward to 
welcoming you to this celebration of the diversity and 
creativity of Jewish and Israeli film culture.
For more information please ring 0203 176 0048 or email 
info@ukjewishfilm.org

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk

Puzzle Corner Answers
1. Half way – after that, you come out.
2.  Guernsey: it’s 26 miles from France, but Dover is only 21 

miles from Calais.
3.  Neither – they’re both at exactly the same distance!
4.  Tip the glass sideways until the water reaches the lip or 

the edge of the base. If it is half-full it should touch both 
at the same time.

5.  Both are fakes. King George would not have been called 
King George I in his lifetime; only retrospectively, when 
George II ascended the throne. Similarly, years were not 
designated ‘BC’ at the time for obvious reasons.BRIGHTON & HOVE JEWISH  

HOUSING ASSOCIATION
provides one-bedded unfurnished flats in sheltered 

accommodation. If you wish to be considered for a future 
vacancy please contact Georgie Phillips on 01903 524582 for an 

application form.

MARTIN GROSS 
Memorials

All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken 
from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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Book launch – 11 November 2015, 19.00-20.30 pm

Centre for German-Jewish Studies, University of Sussex
You are cordially invited to attend the 
following lectures:
Tuesday 8 December 2015, 20.00 
(prompt start)
2nd Peter Straus Memorial Lecture 
The 50th Anniversary of German-Israeli 
Diplomatic Relations 
Moshe Zimmerman, (Richard-Michael 
Koebner Professor Emeritus of 
German History), Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem
New North London Synagogue, 80 East 
End Road, London N3 2SY
Email:  office@nnls-masorti.org.uk  
Telephone: +44 (0) 20 8346 8560
Tuesday 19 January 2016, 18.30
Book Launch: The Last Days of 
Mankind, The Complete Text
Karl Kraus, translated by Fred Bridgham 
and Edward Timms
by kind invitation of His Excellency 
Ambassador Martin Eichtinger
The Austrian Residence, London
Email: d.franklin@sussex.ac.uk 
Wednesday 10 February 2016, 13.30-
18.00
Holocaust Memorial Day at the 
University of Sussex
Concentration Camps Then and Now
Dan Stone, Professor of Modern 
History, Royal Holloway, University of 
London
Survivor: Joanna Millan

Joanna was born Bela Rosenthal in 
August 1942 in Berlin.  In February 
1943, Bela’s father was taken from 
the streets of Berlin and sent to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau where he was 
murdered on arrival. Later that year 
Bela and her mother were sent to the 
Theresienstadt Ghetto. In 1944, Bela’s 
mother contracted tuberculosis and 
died leaving Bela orphaned in the camp. 
Joanna has now managed to discover 
much of her family’s history and has 
found living relations all over the world. 
She will speak about her experiences.

Film: ‘Night Will Fall’ 
Andre Singer’s powerful documentary 
is about the liberation of the Nazi 
concentration camps and how combat 
and newsreel cameramen filmed the 
scenes encountered there. 
When Allied forces liberated the Nazi 
concentration camps in 1944-45, their 
discoveries revealed for the first time 
the full horror of what had happened.
Making use of British, Soviet and 
American footage, the Ministry of 
Information’s Sidney Bernstein (later 
founder of Granada Television) aimed 
to create a documentary that would 
provide lasting, undeniable evidence 
of the Nazis’ unspeakable crimes. He 
commissioned a wealth of British talent, 
including his friend Alfred Hitchcock.  
There were even secret talks with 
Hollywood director Billy Wilder (Some 
Like it Hot), himself an Austrian 

refugee from the Nazis. Yet, despite 
initial support from the British and US 
Governments, the film was shelved. It 
was considered too sensitive for the 
rapidly changing political climate.
Now, 70 years on, Bernstein’s film 
has been restored and completed by 
Imperial War Museums. This eloquent, 
lucid documentary by André Singer 
(executive producer of the award-
winning The Act of Killing) tells the 
extraordinary story of filming the camps 
and the fate of Bernstein’s project, 
using original archive footage and 
eyewitness testimonies. 
A discussion with the director, Andre 
Singer, will follow the showing of the 
film

Pogrom – November 1938:  Testimonies from Kristallnacht

We are pleased to invite you to the book launch of Pogrom – 
November 1938: Testimonies from Kristallnacht. The book is 
published by Souvenir Press in association with The Wiener 
Library.  The launch will be held at The Wiener Library, 29 
Russell Square, London WC1B 5DP.

On and around 9 and 10 November 1938, simultaneously 
in hundreds of towns and villages in Germany and Austria, 
thousands of Jews were terrorised, persecuted and 
victimised. During these incidents over 1,200 synagogues 
and thousands of Jewish shops, businesses and homes were 
desecrated, looted and burned. Countless individuals were 
attacked, abused and beaten. Over 90 people were killed, 
and over 25,000 men were arrested, deported and detained 
in concentration camps. Torture and mistreatment led to 
hundreds of deaths in the camps.

The evening will include readings from selected testimonies 
together with an introduction to our new online resource and 
travelling exhibition on the 1938 Pogrom.

Speakers at the launch 
will be Dr Toby Simpson 
(Head of Digital, The 
Wiener Library), Dr Ruth 
Levitt (Research Fellow, 
The Wiener Library) 
and Sir Andrew Burns 
KCMG (United Kingdom 
Special Envoy for Post-
Holocaust Issues 2010 
– 2015).

Please reserve your 
place on or before 
Monday 9 November 
2015 by emailing rsvp@
wienerlibrary.co.uk or 
ringing 020 7636 7247.

Joke Corner
Lily to her husband, “ Hymie, 

close the window – it’s cold 

outside!”

Hymie’s reply, “And if I close 

the window it’ll be warm 

outside?”

You can do better? Please feel free 
to contact the Editor (see page 2) 
and contribute your own Jewish 
jokes to our Joke Corner.
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On 22 November Jewish communities across Britain 
will be marking Mitzvah Day, which has become an 
annual event in recent years. And so, across the 
country, congregations and other Jewish groups will 
be focusing their energies on helping others. The word, 
mitzvah, means ‘commandment’ (Plural: mitzvot), but 
on Mitzvah Day the focus is on engaging in a very 
particular mitzvah, or rather, two very particular mitzvot: 
tz’dakah and g’milut chasadim. 

These mitzvot are often translated as ‘charity’ and 
‘loving deeds’ – or ‘deeds of loving kindness.’ Their 
literal meaning is instructive. Based on the Hebrew 
root, Tzadi Dalet Kuf, to do what is ‘right’ or ‘just’, 
tz’dakah, connected to the word, tzedek, ‘justice’, is 
actually, not charity. Derived from the Latin, caritas, 
‘love’, charity is giving motivated by love of others. By 
contrast, tz’dakah is giving motivated by our obligation 
to act righteously and justly. Whether or not we feel 
concern for others, we have the responsibility to share 
our wealth and our resources with those less fortunate 
than ourselves.

The mitzvah of g’milut chasadim on the other hand, 
does require us to summon up our capacity for 
compassion for others. However, the emphasis on our 
responsibility to act remains. While chasadim, the plural 

of chesed, means both ‘love’ and ‘kindness’ and so 
expresses a feeling, g’milut, based on the root Gimmel 
Mem Lamed, ‘to deal with’ means ‘deed.’ Feelings 
of care and concern alone are not enough; we are 
obligated to put our feelings into practice. 

Two mitzvot derived from g’milut chasadim illustrate 
this very well: hachnasat or’chim, welcoming guests, 
and bikkur cholim, visiting the sick. In Pirkey Avot, The 
Chapters of the Sages, included in the Mishnah, the 
first rabbinic code of law, edited around the year 200, 
we read: ‘The world stands on the Torah, and on the 
Avodah [Divine Service] and on G’milut Chasadim (Avot 
1:2). These three pillars of the world in turn, stand only 
because as the English saying goes, we ‘practice’ what 
we ‘preach.’

So, how does this all relate to Mitzvah Day? Mitzvah 
Day calls us all to practice tz’dakah and g’milut 
chasadim – but not just on one day of the year. Each 
one of the groups or projects that are being highlighted 
on Mitzvah Day this year requires support throughout 
the year. May all our efforts on Mitzvah Day in Brighton 
and Hove, across the south coast and throughout the 
country, galvanise, inspire and motivate us to practice 
tz’dakah and g’milut chasadim every day.

Welcome back

We are delighted to announce that we plan to move 
back into our re-built and refurbished synagogue in 
December in time to celebrate Chanukkah.

It has been four years since we moved out of 6 
Lansdowne Road and a dedicated team have put in 
hours of work and effort to plan, fundraise and bring 
this project to fruition.

We look forward to worshipping together in our new 
sanctuary as well as holding educational, social, 
cultural, inter-communal and inter-faith events in our 
new building, which has been designed for multi-
purpose use, and is equipped with a fully-fitted kitchen. 
The building will be completely accessible with ramped 
access, lift, hearing loops and sound system. It will also 
benefit from wi-fi throughout and CCTV. Our main hall, 
first floor gathering area, library, meeting rooms and 
classrooms will have projectors and will be available to 
rent for groups and events. Please contact the office for 
more details.

During the long period since we have not been at 6 
Lansdowne Road, the congregation has been extremely 
fortunate to be able to meet at the Ralli Hall for all 
our Shabbat and Festival services and educational 
activities. We would like to take this opportunity to 
say a huge thank you to all concerned at Ralli Hall for 
enabling us to continue to function as a congregation 
while we have been homeless.

Mitzvah Day
The students of the Beit Lamed will be holding a 
sponsored walk on Sunday 22 November for Mitzvah 
Day. Money raised will go to support refugees through 
Brighton Voices in Exile.

If you would like to participate or sponsor the walkers, 
please contact the synagogue office.

Mitzvah Day Every Day
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

News@BHPS 



16 17

ISSUE 257 | NOVEMBER 2015

Life After Death    
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Who was the first Jew to give their name to a Sidra – a 
section of the Torah? The answer is Sarah – the first of the 
Matriarchs.

When we think of the first Jews, the names that spring 
to mind are Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They are all 
mentioned in the first paragraph of the Amidah prayer, one 
of the most important parts of our liturgy. But there is no 
Sidra that bears their name. No, Sarah has that honour. 
The first Sidra we will read this month is called Chayei 
Sarah – the Life of Sarah.

Interestingly Chayei Sarah does not seem to deal with her 
life but with the events which occurred after death.  We 
often speak more about people and the lives they led after 
their have left us than while they are still with us. Indeed, 
at the beginning of our Sidra we are told that ‘Abraham 
came to weep for Sarah and to eulogise her’. Although the 
Torah does not share with us the content of this eulogy, 
we can imagine the very special relationship between 
Abraham and Sarah, not only as husband and wife in the 
conventional sense of those times, but also as partners in 
a revolutionary venture to spread their monotheistic belief 
system and values of kindness and hospitality. 

Which brings us to the next and main part of the Sidra: 
the quest to find a wife for their son Isaac. Abraham 
dispatches his trusted servant Eliezer to find the girl who 
will be the next Matriarch of the Jewish people. Eliezer 
prays to G-d, requesting an omen which will indicate the 
right girl. He suggests that if he asks a girl for water and 
she replies that she will also give water to his camels this 
will confirm that she is a suitable girl. We know the rest 
of the story and how he brings Rebecca to marry Isaac.
Was this ‘omen’ just a random choice, or did it hold some 
significance? Clearly Eliezer was aware of Abraham’s 
values and lifestyle and he knew that a fitting life partner 
for the son who would be entrusted with Abraham’s 
spiritual legacy would have to excel in the hospitality 
and kindness which characterised Abraham and Sarah’s 
existence. Therefore his suggested ‘omen’ was also a test 
of the girl’s virtues in this regard. The choice of Yitzchak’s 
life partner was fundamental to continuing those things 
that made the Life of Sarah so special, making that a 
fitting name for the Sidra.

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
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Sad Musings on the story of Cain and Abel 
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo

Conflicts between shepherds and farmers are a 
constant in human history. According to many 
scholars, they were the root cause of the first wars 
that happened in the history of mankind. The reason 
is easy to understand. Shepherds and farmers cannot 
share the land. Either you use the land for agriculture 
or you turn it into pasture. So as the population grows 
a conflict between shepherding people and agricultural 
people is almost inevitable. Traces of such a primordial 
conflict can be found all over the world and it is 
included in the Torah through the story of Cain and 
Abel. 

Cain, as we know, was a crop farmer and his younger 
brother Abel was a shepherd. Cain presented an 
offering to God of some of the land’s produce. Abel 
also presented some sacrifices, this being the firstborn 
of his flock. God had regard for Abel and his offering, 
but was not pleased with Cain for his offering. That 
made Cain jealous and angry and because of these 
feelings he killed Abel. That was the first murder in 
human history. 

It is a very sad story. And it is pertinent for us to ask, 
what is wrong in the sacrifice of Cain? Why does God 
not like Cain’s offerings and prefer Abel’s? Why the 
difference? 

The Rabbis answer to this question is to identify an 
important difference between the ancestor of the 
shepherds and the progenitor of the farmers. If you 
live off agriculture, you have an appetite for land. You 
want to increase the land you own. Those in agriculture, 
so the Rabbis say, are more exposed to the urge of 
possessing land and therefore are more likely to exploit 
other human beings. 

For this reason, in the Torah, there are many rules of 
conduct expressly aimed at farmers. For example, the 
prohibition to harvest the corner of a field so that the 
poor can have access to it. Or the shemittah, which is 
the obligation to leave the land uncultivated for a whole 
year, so that the earnings from agriculture have to 
balanced by other sources of income. 

The story of the conflict between Cain and Abel is the 
story of a God who, for the first time in history, is on the 
side of the weakest - Abel, the shepherd. A God who 
is against the stronger, the more successful, the more 
powerful of the two, whose strength, power and wealth 
need to be contained. This is a truly revolutionary 
reading. It is specifically Jewish and yet it explains the 
universal conflict between shepherds and farmers.

Like many others, I am aware of the terrible news 
we hear from Israel every day. Once again, I feel 
speechless and powerless in the wave of violence. 
Probably, we have deluded ourselves that the 

Palestinian leadership are finally ready to accept the 
right of the Jewish people to that very, very small piece 
of land, granted to the Jewish people by the Balfour 
Declaration, the San Remo Conference, the League of 
Nations, the United Nations... 

But no, despite such an impressive row of 
acknowledgments and recognition, the Arab elites still 
refuse to come to term with our existence as a people. 
And their lackeys still spread propaganda and lies 
in the media. Worst of all, the young generations of 
Palestinians have been educated to hate the Jews and 
are praised when they manage to stab Jews. Terribly, 
terribly sad. 

As a Rabbi, I have looked for some comfort in the 
texts of our tradition, and I think that the story of Cain 
and Abel gives us some insight to understand what is 
going on. Much like Cain, the Arab elites have a terrible 
appetite for land. They dream for a day when Israel will 
be obliterated and replaced by one State of Palestine 
which will be, of course, free of Jews. In German, the 
word is Judenfrei, a word we are too familiar with. And 
like Cain, they kill. This is terribly, terribly sad.

Among the many sad things, the saddest is that no one 
is willing to contain that homicidal fury. Of course, we 
pray and hope for this to happen in future. But we don’t 
see it coming at the moment, and this is also terribly, 
terribly sad. 

This article is based on a sermon delivered by Rabbi Dr 
Andrea Zanardo on Shabbat Bereshit 5776.

 
 

 

Shabbat Doroteinu & Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 pm 

Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm

Rabbi’s Shiur - Pirke Avot, 9.00 am

Stone setting of Stephen Hempling z’l, 12.00 noon 

Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Aufruf of Rachel Neville & Simon Grant, 10.30 am 
Havdala, 5.00 pm 
Wedding of Rachel Neville & Simon Grant, 3.00 pm 
BHRS Quiz Supper, 7.00 pm (for booking 
information please contact the office)

Shoot the Rabbi Q&A, 10.30 am

Stone setting of Ada Levy z’l, 2.00 pm

Bulletin Board for November 
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Bernard Baruch (1870-1965)
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

In 1965, two 
statesmen passed 
away on either 
side of the Atlantic: 
Winston Churchill in 
England and Bernard 
Baruch in America. 
They had been 
friends for nearly 
seventy years.

Bernard Mannes 
Baruch was born 
in Camden, South 
Carolina in August 
1870, the older of the 
two close friends by 
four years. He was 
named Bernard after 

his grandfather Bernhard Baruch, and Mannes after his 
maternal uncle.

Simon, his father, came to America from Bavaria in 
1855 aged fifteen and became a doctor, serving in the 
Civil War on the Confederate side. His mother’s family 
descended from Isaac Marques who came to New York 
at the end of the seventeenth century.

When young Bernard was ten years old, he and his 
three brothers moved to New York with their parents. 
On graduating from City College of New York, he came 
a courier for a firm trading on Wall Street and, by age 
25, he was a partner himself on Wall Street, becoming 
a millionaire before he was thirty.  He knew many of 
the powerful and wealthy figures prominent at the 
close of the nineteenth century: Isador Straus, Daniel 
Guggenheim, John Pierrepont Morgan and Jacob 
Schiff.

In 1915, before America entered the Great War, Baruch 
drew up a plan to mobilize the American economy. This 
became “The US War Industries Board” on which he 
served as chairman.  From then onwards, he became 
adviser to seven American Presidents: Woodrow Wilson 
to Dwight Eisenhower.

Following the 1918 Armistice, he was an American 
delegate to the Versailles Peace Conference and served 
as President Wilson’s Economic Adviser.

During President Roosevelt’s administration (1932-45) 
Baruch advised on national problems and is credited 
with planning the National Recovery Act of 1933 
following the Wall Street Crash of 1929.

At the end of World War Two, he foresaw a Supreme 
Economic Council for the reconstruction and needs of 
Europe, foreshadowing what became known as “The 
Marshall Plan”.

Throughout the Second World War, he and Prime 
Minister Churchill were in regular contact. In 1946, 
Baruch became U.S. representative to the UN Atomic 
Energy Commission.

No supporter of Zionism, Bernard Baruch believed that 
the priority was to be a loyal American Jew.

As a philanthropist, he gave large sums to investigate 
the causes of war and for possible means to prevent 
a future conflict, having witnessed the catastrophic 
effects of two world wars.

Annual AJEX Service at Holland Road Shul, 4.30 pm 

Discussion Group, followed by Gemara Shiur at the 
home of Mr and Mrs Sam Barsam, 10.30 am

Stonesetting of Steven Kranit

Weekly Gemara Shiur, 11.00 am

The Chairman, Board of Management and 

congregation of Hove Hebrew Congregation 

mourn the passing of their Vice President, 

Cyril Jacobs, and wish Long Life to Sheila 

and the family.

London Kashrut Board 
Sharon Feldman-Kazan will be showcasing 
many interesting and new products certified 

by KLBD. Among items on display it is 
anticipated that there will be sample tastings 

of gluten-free breads, Kettle Sweet Potato 
Crisps, Xpress Chai teas, Nak’d nibbles, Me 

Too hummus range, Flahavans oats and many 
other products.

Holland Road Shul is hosting this tasting event 
on Tuesday 3 November at 11.30 am in the 

Talmud Torah Hall

Diary – November 2015
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What’s on: November  2015     
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com
SJN Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org.uk

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events:  
sussexjewishrepco@gmail.com

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919 
 ¢ Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport 

Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  

at Chabad House 01273 321919
 ¢ Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Living with the times – an in depth look at the 

weekly parsha and its relevance to our times. All ladies welcome. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk 

Tuesdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  
 ¢ Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   

Tel:  01273 503708
 ¢ Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 ¢ JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members 
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 

Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)
 ¢ Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 8.15 - 

9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 

month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30 - 5.00 

pm, CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN NOVEMBER   
      Tuesday 3
 ¢ KLBD Kosher food tasting event  presented by Sharon Feldman-

Kazan hosted by Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland 
Road, Hove at 11.30 am in the Talmud Torah Hall 
 
Wednesday 4 

 ¢ JACS with guest speaker at Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members 
 
Sunday 8  

 ¢ AJEX Annual Remembrance Service at Hove Hebrew 
Congregation, Holland Road, Hove 4.15 pm for 4.30 pm

 ¢ Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the December 
issue.  Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or editor@sjn.org 
  
Wednesday 11   

 ¢ JACS with guest speaker at Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members  
 
Sunday 15  

 ¢ Sussex Jewish Film Club presents a double bill ‘The Evacuees’ 
and ‘The Real Inglorious Bastards’ 7.00 for 7.30 pm. Drinks 
available. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove  
 
Monday 16   

 ¢ SARID with guest speaker Godfrey Gould on ‘The man who built 
the railways’, 10.45 am Ralli Hall 
 
Wednesday 18  

 ¢ JACS with guest speaker at Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members  
 
Sunday 22 

 ¢ Mitzvah Day 
 
Tuesday 24   

 ¢ Jewish Historical Society – Sussex Branch  with guest speaker 
Dr Christine Schmidt ‘Wiener Library – family research’.  Ralli 
Hall 7.45 pm. Members free/Non members £4 to include 
refreshments 
 
Wednesday 25 

 ¢ JACS with guest speaker at Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-membersrefreshments 
 
Sunday 29 

 ¢ Annual Volunteers Bridge and Kalooki Afternoon with Tea at Ralli 
Hall 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm. Contact Ralli Hall 01273 739999 for 
tickets

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 6
Fri 13
Fri 20
Fri 27

Out 

Sat 7
Sat 14
Sat 21
Sat 28

Light Candles 

4.09 pm
3.59 pm
3.50 pm
3.43 pm

Havdalah 

5.18 pm
5.08 pm
5.01 pm
4.56 pm

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and 
Kosher bread available weekly by 
courtesy of Lubavitch Brighton 

from Premier Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your 

order so that we know how many to 

supply. Orders can be collected on 

Thursdays or Fridays. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For visitors using a satellite navigation system in their 

vehicle.
JEWISH CEMETERY, MEADOWVIEW, BRIGHTON

The post code for this cemetery is BN2 4DE

JEWISH CEMETERY, OLD SHOREHAM ROAD, 
HOVE

The post code for this cemetery is BN3 7EF.


