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SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, 
communities, contacts and more. Delivered at  
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each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.
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Following the vote at the National 
Union of Students to support the 
BDS (boycotts, divestment and 
sanctions) against Israel, we sought 
a local student’s opinion.  It is on 
page 11 of this issue.

Dario Celaschi is a Brighton 
University student who sits 
on the Brighton and Sussex 
Students Jewish Society 
Committee.  He is Israeli.  We 
are privileged that Dario has 
provided us with his views on 
the negative impact of BDS on 
Jewish Student Politics. 

But it also started us thinking:  
SJN is a magazine for all of our 
Sussex Jewish communities, not 
just the ones we know, the tried and 
true.  We are quick to talk and act 
when it comes to demonstrating 
at Ecostream (z’l) or at the Clock 

Tower. They are known and familiar 
and, more importantly, visible.

But is it because the universities 
are in Falmer and so far out of 
the communities with which we 
are most familiar that they seem 

invisible?  Or is it that many of our 
local students have left to continue 
their studies elsewhere that the 
local Jewish university students and 
the issues they face don’t seem 
real.

We don’t know.  

But what we do know is that 
communities can help each other.  
But we have to reach out to each 
other to do so.  It seems to us that 
the Jewish students at our local 
universities cannot live in the bubble 
of campus life.  Similarly, our Jewish 
communities cannot live solely 
within their familiar limits.

We thank Dario for opening up 
powerfully to our wider community.  
To all Jewish university students in 
Sussex, we open our community’s 
hands to you if you want them.  
Let’s build a bridge to each other 
and grow stronger.

The Jewish students at our 
local universities cannot 

live in the bubble of campus 
life.  Similarly, our Jewish 

communities cannot live solely 
within their familiar limits.
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
•	 are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
•	 accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•							welcome	readers’	contributions	but	reserve	the	right	to	edit,	cut,	decline	
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.
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Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk

Your Views 

Refugee Artist in Hove 1938-1940:  A Plea for Local 
Assistance
In June of 1938, Viennese artist Arthur Paunzen and wife 
Cornelia Westreich-Paunzen fled Nazi Austria for England: 
they were but two of the thousands who made their way to 
Britain’s shores before the war. The Paunzens found refuge in 
Hove, assisted by a London gallerist, the Jewish community 
and St John’s congregation.

Their last-known residence (1940) was at 7 Adelaide 
Crescent. Paunzen had a studio at 44 Brunswick Road. We 
suspect that some of his drawings and pastels are still in 
family collections in Hove and Brighton. Such art works and 
any local information at all will be of immeasurable value to 
our on-going efforts to write his biography. If you are able to 
assist, please contact us at gregoryhahn@docsanddocs.com. 

Sussex Archive, The Keep

Brighton

According to Wikipedia, Arthur Paunzen died on the 9th 
August 1940, in the Central Internment Camp, Douglas, 
Isle of Man. In May 1940 the British authorities interned all 
German and Austrian citizens in the country, including Jews 
fleeing Nazi oppression. His death is described by his friend 
and fellow-internee, the composer Hans Gál, in his internment 
diary. He died of severe bronchial pneumonia, exacerbated, 
according to Gál’s account, by neglect on the part of the 
authorities. Paunzen is buried in the Jewish section of 
Douglas Borough Cemetery, Isle of Man.

The First Jewish Estate Agent in Brighton & Hove
I was taken aback when I opened my SJN this week, and saw 
an article/advert of which the first sentence read, “The first 
Jewish estate agent in Brighton & Hove”. 

NO! The first Jewish estate agent was opened approximately 
70 years ago, just after WWII, when our late maternal 
grandfather, Benjamin Jackson, opened B. Jackson & Co in 
Imperial Arcade (opposite Churchill Square). Our late father 
Harry Crook joined him when he returned from France, and 
the two of them ran a very successful business, later joined 
also by our uncle, the late Stanley Jackson. They were well 
known in the Jewish community, most of whom used them 
for their property dealings. Both my brother Michael Crook 
and I have fond memories of this office, overlooking the 
Arcade and the lower end of Dyke Road. (I still have evocative 
dreams of the place!)

In the late 50s another office was opened in Church Road, 
Hove, followed by ones in Tunbridge Wells and Fairlight, near 
Hastings. Our grandfather died in 1961, and the Brighton 
office was eventually closed, mainly because parking was 
already becoming difficult in the area. 

Our father Harry Crook retired from the business in the early 
80s, shortly after Stanley Jackson left the business to pursue 
his interest in philately. It was around this time that the 
business changed its name to Jacksons, when the practice 
was bought by my husband Joe Davis, who is a chartered 

building surveyor, along with the current owner. Joe ran the 
professional and surveying side and remained there for 18 
years. Further offices were opened in Worthing and Steyning. 

So, certainly the criteria fitted the description in the Simply 
Sales advertorial, “What makes a Jewish estate agency – we 
believe a Jewish owner and a Jewish sales manager”. B. 
Jackson & Co. certainly had these and more. It was a name 
to be known in the Jewish world of Brighton, and our late 
mother, Sally Crook, was always inordinately proud of it. 
Indeed, my brother was given the name Jackson as one of his 
middle names, in case he ever went into the business, and 
as a result I was also given this middle name, a fact that has 
given much amusement to later generations!

Good luck to Simply Sales. We wish them the same success 
that B. Jackson & Co. had in becoming the prime local estate 
agents for the Jewish community.

Angela Davis

Hove

Florence Place
Following last month’s SJN article on the Florence Place 
cemetery, Godfrey Gould has written to clarify a few points 
about the article.

The Ohel is constructed specifically of ‘terracotta’ bricks and 
not simply ‘red’. The graves do not fan out, they are arranged 
in the normal arrangement of straight parallel rows. Although 
the octagonal Ohel is without doubt both unusual and rare, I 
think that it may well be more than that. In the British Isles, at 
least, it must be unique!

And finally, in my list of those connected with this Cemetery 
and who are commemorated on Brighton’s buses, I somehow 
failed to include Henry Solomon. My apologies to his memory.



4 5

issue 254 | july 2015

Community life

Your News
Births
Mazel tov to Angela and Steven Samuels on the birth of 
a granddaughter, Polly Annie, first child for Leanne and 
Martyn.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Alfred Abrahams, Doreen Benjamin, Tara 
Dargavel, Mary Goodwin, Vera Green, Emily Gross, 
Cyril Jacobs (90), Shirley Simon, Vivienne Spiro, David 
Wilks and all who have special birthdays this month.

Wedding Anniversaries
Mazel tov to Ivan and Nina Lyons on their Silver 
Wedding Anniversary in June.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleima to Rose Ani, Zena Cutler, 
Malcolm Daniels, Alan Glynne, Lewis Mann, Angie 
Morland and all who are unwell or in hospital at the 
present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to
• the family of Kenneth Alan Lindsey Lewis z’l
• the family of Maureen Wyner z’l

Stonesetting
The memorial stone in loving memory of the late 

June Solomons will be consecrated on Sunday 
9 August at 12.00 noon at Meadowview Jewish 

Cemetery, Bear Road, Brighton.

AJEX 
Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen & Women
by Norman Grant

On 25th April we held our AGM and I was re-elected 
(Chairman), together with the rest of our Officers. 
The Branch is in good spirits, with an increase in 
membership.

In May, a group of our members visited the Imperial 
War Museum, which has recently been fully refurbished 
and many of us were moved by the new Holocaust 
exhibition as well as by the rest of the exhibits. After 
lunch we went to the Churchill War Rooms, which 
was a very interesting retrospective on the war years 
and the life of Winston Churchill. Also in May, we were 
represented at the VE Commemoration Service at the 
Old Steine Memorial by our Branch Standard. We made 
the front page of the June SJN, with a photo of our 
Standard Bearer, Michael Phillips proudly carrying the 
Standard.

On June 24th, for the first time, a delegation from the 
Branch, together with our Branch Standard, attended 
the Annual AJEX National Service of Commemoration 
at the AJEX Memorial in the National Arboretum, 
Staffordshire. This Memorial is dedicated to all 
members of the Jewish community who have served 
in the British Armed Services and the Merchant Navy 
and to the many who lost their lives in these Services. 
This visit was made possible by a grant from the Big 
Lottery ‘Heroes Return’ fund, which enabled us to hire 
a minibus for the long journey.

By popular demand we will be holding a Cream Tea 
on Tuesday, 21st July at Middle Farm, near Firle, on 
the main A27 Lewes to Eastbourne road. This is for 

members and their families at a cost of £6.50 per 
person.(Children under 5 free). The high tea will be 
served at 3.30 pm, but come as early as you like to 
take advantage of the many activities including a farm 
shop and bakery, cider collection as well as an open 
farm. Please book no later than 17th July and send the 
names of members and your family, together with a 
cheque for £6.50 per person, (payable to ‘Brighton & 
Hove AJEX’ ) to Mr M. Kimmelman, 31 Eaton Hall, Hove 
BN3 3TZ. We are restricted in numbers, so book early.

Note for your diary: Sunday August 16th - VJ + 70 
Service at Easthill Park, Portslade, Details in the August 
SJN.

‘LEST WE FORGET’
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Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams, Chairman 

Our Annual General Meeting was followed by a reception for 
and presentation to Norina Duke, our Centre Manager, who 
retired at the end of June after very nearly twenty-five years in 
the employ of Ralli Hall.  Hopefully you will have attended both 
functions.
Last month I gave some details of our new administration 
regime, with Maxine Gordon taking over as the full-time Centre 
Manager and with Jacquie Tichauer becoming her part-time 
assistant, while still working for the remainder of the week for 
the Lunch Club. What is most important is that, by sharing the 
administration office, there will be someone manning it during 
all normal office hours, with far greater continuity than with 
the current regime, which employs just part-time staff, for the 
benefit of the members of both the Foundation and the Lunch 
Club.
I also mentioned my wish for new, younger members, to 
hold up their hands for nomination to membership of the 
Management Committee, but I am afraid to say that, once 
again, there have been no takers and we will be starting the 
year with the usual suspects still holding the fort, at least for 
the time being. I sincerely hope that there will be some young 
blood prepared to take over the reins before our committee 
members start to drop off the edge.
We are finding that the mix of room lets, particularly during 
the day, is once again changing. We  now find that the rooms 
are required by more corporate users for training sessions 
and the like, as we can provide comfortable and convenient 
accommodation far more competitively than the hotels, and 
with a far higher quality than church halls. We are also still 

catering for a number of evening dance groups, such as tango 
and salsa, although this has caused us some problems with 
noise pollution, particularly when we have late licences and 
very enthusiastic punters. 
Following a number of complaints to and warnings from 
the local authority, we have had to invest in the use of more 
security staff whose jobs include making sure that the doors 
and windows are kept closed, etc. and we have also invested 
in decibel management equipment, which is in the process 
of being installed. This limits the noise output from our sound 
equipment, particularly the base: the Local Authority Inspector 
will set the maximum rating. We can even cater for live bands, 
with flashing warning lights, followed by automatic reductions 
to the output of their sound equipment. Very technical, more 
expensive than we would have liked, but absolutely essential, 
as otherwise we could lose our licence, which would mean a 
substantial loss of income. Nothing is simple any more.
 I am currently waiting for further quotations for the upgrade 
of the lower ground floor toilets, both inside and out – very 
necessary if we want to continue to attract suitable room lets 
– and this work should be completed within the next couple of 
months. We are also working towards better and safer access 
to our main chair store in the loft in order to keep the Great Hall 
looking neat and tidy. We will also be updating the two rooms 
at the rear of the stage, as previously mentioned. I will be very 
happy when all this has been completed, as it does rather 
deplete our coffers somewhat. However, one has to speculate 
to accumulate.
See you at Ralli Hall



6 7

issue 254 | july 2015

Community life

Norina Duke says goodbye to 25 years at Ralli Hall 

I can’t believe it is almost 25 years, October 1990 to be precise, 
since I agreed to work at Ralli Hall on what was, for me, a 
temporary basis. As The Centre had been closed for lack of 
funds, I was offered a token salary plus commission on future 
takings or a straightforward wage. What a pity that I couldn’t 
afford to take on the commission package at that time… I think 
I would be ‘quids-in’ by now.

Our heyday was in the mid-nineties when we were having 900 
students a day during midsummer and we earned enough 
over an 8-week period to keep the building running for several 
months. In addition to the office and students, I was cooking 
for Israeli students, twice a day, and in 2000 started doing the 
cooking for the Thursday Luncheon Club. How I did it I don’t 
know but now, even to think of it all, makes me exhausted.

Some of the obstacles that we had to overcome seem strange 
now; for instance the fact that there was a furore because 
children were welcomed into the club when they had a non-
Jewish mother, or the fact that we had to hold a general 
meeting because I had allowed the Coptics to use our gym 
for meetings - the same Coptics, by the way, who gave us a 
donation towards our disabled toilets in later years. Also the 
general fuss because we held a function with Christian Friends 
of Israel - the same people who stand up for Israel week in, 
week out, firstly at Ecostream and now at New Road. 

Over the years Ralli Hall became my raison d’etre, my baby, 
and I have taken great pride in the fact that we have managed 
to keep our heads above water without, in recent years, any 
financial help from the community whatsoever. How things 
have moved on since the times, many years ago, when I used 

to have a table top sale on the front steps, on a Sunday, just 
to raise a few pounds for the funds and to pay a part-time 
caretaker.

I am, of course, leaving with very mixed emotions. I very much 
look forward to having some me time but have also been 
offered several new opportunities. I will also be doing some 
holiday/sickness cover at Ralli Hall, as and when needed.

I wish Maxine every success in her new role as Manager of Ralli 
Hall with Jacquie as her assistant and I sincerely hope Ralli Hall 
goes from strength to strength.
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Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club
by Jacquie Tischauer 

Looks like summer is finally here and we have just 
enjoyed a lovely BBQ at Hyman Fine house. The 
weather was a little windy but we still had a great time 
and we enjoyed the food and entertainment, which got 
all our feet moving.

On the 10 May we had our Race Night that was a great 
success, there was a super atmosphere and we thank 
Laura Sharpe for organising the event and also all the 
volunteers who worked so hard, especially Marilyn 
Fisher, for making the wonderful strudel. Barbara 

and David Hall suggested the race evening for our 
fundraising event and we would like to thank them and 
all their family (the Burke clan) for making this evening 
such an enjoyable event.

If you think you might have an idea for a social evening 
please give me a call.

Future events: outing to a garden-centre, weekend 
away, card evening.  

We have a few members who are not well at the 
moment and we wish them a quick recovery.  

Enjoy the sun!

Edwin Prince z’l
Obituary by Michael Davids 

Edwin Prince, who died on 11th April 2015, aged 82, 
was brought up in Brighton. 

He attended school at Brighton College and then went 
on to read Law at Oxford. Edwin was admitted as a 
barrister in 1951 and was called to the Bar at the Inner 
Temple in 1955. He specialised in Landlord and Tenant 
law, made a substantial reputation for himself in his 
field and remained in practice until his retirement in 
2005.

Edwin was in many ways a very private person and 
adhered to a rigid schedule. He divided his time 
between his flat in Hove, where he spent Wednesday 
until Saturday, and London, where, for the rest of the 
week, he lived with Lilian, his companion and devoted 
partner for the last 40 years. He enjoyed the company 
of an extremely wide number of friends.

Although by no means a regular Synagogue attender, 
Edwin did involve himself in communal affairs. He was 
a member and trustee of Brighton & Hove Reform 
Synagogue and, in former years, was particularly 
interested in the Brighton Jewish Youth Council and in 
the affairs of Ralli Hall. 

He was instrumental in establishing the Brighton & 
Hove Jewish Housing Association, serving as Honorary 
Secretary from its foundation in 1969 up until the 
date of his passing. Mostly, he will be remembered as 
the Chairman of the Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare 
Board, a post he occupied for some 37 years. In all 
his work within the community, Edwin always applied 
himself with tact and courtesy, lending his professional 
skills whenever required.

Edwin, a perfect gentleman, was a warm, loyal, valued 
friend and colleague to all who knew him: he will be 
sorely missed.

The 100 Club
by Fiona Sharpe

If you are a regular reader of the SJN, you will know 
that the Lunch & Social Club is always putting on new 
activities and planning outings for our members eg: 
from weekends away in Eastbourne to trips to the 
garden-centre for cream teas. All these activities help to 
make the Lunch & Social Club more appealing for our 
members and offer them additional times to socialise 
and get out of the house. But these outings, along with 
the day-to-day running of the club, cost a significant 
amount of money. We are always looking for new and 
creative ways to raise those funds.

We are very grateful to Robert Blass, who came to us 
with the suggestion of The 100 Club. Inside this copy of 
the SJN is a leaflet explaining how The 100 Club works.  
In summary we are asking you to commit to making 
a regular direct debit payment of £2 per week or £8 
per month to help support us. By making this regular 
payment we can ensure that cashflow is maintained to 

the club throughout the year. On the evening of our very 
successful Race Night recently, 37 people joined up to 
the 100 Club.  That support makes such a difference to 
the work we do.

Why The 100 Club? I hear you ask; because if we get 
100 people subscribing, we shall be able to hold a draw 
every three months to win a gift voucher by way of our 
thanks to everyone for supporting us. But before we 
can do that we need more people to join up. I’m sure 
everyone will agree that £2 a week - less than the cost 
of a cup of coffee or a glass of wine - is not a lot to ask 
to help us provide friendship, entertainment and hot 
meals for so many friends in our community.

So, please fill out the form and help us to continue to 
do the vital work that we do - offering friendship and 
activities to the ‘more mature’ people in our community. 
If you have any questions, please do call Jacquie on 
01273-739999.

Thank you.
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My Placement in Brighton & Hove 
by PC Laura Freeman

At the beginning of my career as a Police Constable I 
was given the opportunity to be involved with the Jewish 
community, my experience of which, prior to this, was 
very limited. Having wandered around the Jewish quarter 
in the Marais region of Paris, I had seen Hasidic Jewish 
people, but I had no idea about the community living on 
my doorstep.
I began my week with Godfrey Gould and then Doris 
Levinson. I learnt about the history of Jewish people in 
Brighton & Hove and then about events that currently take 
place. One such event I attended was the social club at 
Ralli Hall, where a lady who I was lucky enough to sit next 
to for lunch said to me, “everybody has a story to tell”. 
As the days went on this made more and more sense to 
me as I learned, not only about the community and the 
religion, but also about the people and what it is like to be 
a Jewish person in Brighton & Hove. 
My experience was that whilst there may be different 
levels of observance, secular, progressive, reform and 
orthodox, Jewish people are accepting and respectful no 
matter where you come from and no matter what you do 
or do not believe. This was demonstrated by how I was 
treated during my time with members of the community 
who patiently answered my naïve questions and explained 
their beliefs, customs and traditions to me. 

I also had the chance to see two 
cemeteries, Florence Place and Bear 
Road, as well as to witness the beauty 
of the Middle Street synagogue. I went 
to the Torah Academy wearing my 
uniform and equipped with gadgets. 
This was fantastic, as the children 
were confident, interesting and happy 
to involve me in their games in the 
garden. They asked me questions about my job and the 
purpose of all my different items of equipment. 
The children’s intrigue was refreshing and reminded me 
of what it is like to have a straight-talking conversation, 
uninhibited by the social boundaries we have as adults, 
which sometimes prevent us from talking to people. 
For me, working as a Police Officer is about providing 
a service to the public, which involves effective 
communication to understand what is needed by all of the 
members of the community that I serve. 
I have gained knowledge, an awareness of issues and 
an insight into the nature of the Jewish community. I will 
strive to ensure that I always serve every member of the 
public with the same values with which I observed Jewish 
people treat each other; tolerance, lack of judgement and 
acceptance. 
I would like to thank Philip Linke and Frances Shepherd 
attendees of the Day Centre at Ralli Hall; all those at 
Chabad House and Adam Style of the CST.

From Art to Llamas at Hyman 
Fine 
by Natasha Carson 

After another very successful barbeque, our friends 
from Ralli Hall have just left. We are now relaxing after 
the entertainment and, as luck would have it, the sun is 
shining which is not something to take for granted in June 
this year!

Highlights 
of life at the 
Home during 
May have 
included a 
rather good 
VE day 
concert with 
two lovely 
war-time 
girls; trips to 
the Llama 
Park, to 

Middle Farm and an excursion by the art club to Brighton 
Museum.
As always, if you have some spare time and would like to 
become a volunteer at the Home, we would love to hear 
from you. Please contact Mark, Social Care Co-ordinator 
on 01273 688226.

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

Centre for German Jewish Studies,  
University of Sussex

Public Lecture 
We would be delighted if you would join us for the Kurt Hellman 
memorial lecture, which is part of the Max and Hilde Kochmann 
Summer School taking place on the campus of the university of 

Sussex
Monday 20th July 2015

Session 6 
Conference Centre, Gallery Room 1 (Level 3), Bramber House

16:00-16:15 Opening Remarks – Edward Timms
Max and Hilde Kochmann and a brief history of the founding of the 

Centre for German-Jewish Studies 
16:15-18:00 The Kurt Hellman Memorial Lecture

Given by Nadia Valman (Queen Mary, university of London)
‘Popular Literature and Jewish Readers in Nineteenth-Century 

Europe’
The public lecture will be followed by a reception in the Conference 

Centre. All welcome. RSVP: Diana Franklin, E: d.franklin@sussex.
ac.uk/ T: 01273 678771
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Have you ever wondered what drives 
the creativity of an artist? When you 
view a sculpture, have you thought 
about how the creator envisioned it 
prior to carving it, or how he selected 
the material from which it would be 
formed?

When I met with Joel Shapses, the 
highly acclaimed Florida Sculptor, I 
looked forward to being enlightened.

In southwest Florida where Joel lives 
and works, art is not seen as something 
which one views in art galleries 
and museums. It is not primarily an 
appreciating asset. It is an adornment 
of one’s environment. There is an 
emotional bond with it that enriches the 
days of one’s life.

First impressions are said to be 
important. On meeting with Joel, I was 
struck immediately by his passion for 
what he does and the importance of the 
link between his emotions and those 
that his work creates in his clients and 
audience.

Joel’s studio is situated in the Artisans’ 
Plaza in Naples Florida. His work has 

been exhibited across North and South 
America where it has won over seventy 
awards. He has worked under the same 
roof as the famed sculptor Enzo Gallo 
and has been acclaimed by Alfred Van 
Leon.

Step inside the studio and be struck by 
how it reflects its owner. It is modest 
and far from ostentatious. The front 
door leads to a small gallery where 
Joel’s latest work is exhibited. Enter 
through the back of the premises under 
the huge up-and-over door and you will 
be taking the same journey as the multi-
ton blocks of uncut marble, which will 
eventually become works of art.

When asked about the process of 
transforming those bocks of raw 
material into works of art, Joel enthused 
poetically about the variety of areas 
that might feed a sculptor’s inspiration: 
how he needs to flow with the ‘muse of 

creation’, how the media for an abstract 
piece guides him to the finished 
‘creation’. For instance, when working 
in stone, the grain of the stone may not 
allow him to choose its final form. He 
allows nature to help him achieve the 
final result.

We talked about the physical process of 
transforming raw marble. It appears that 
the early stages involve the use of tools 
that might be found in any workshop: 
band saws, electric drills and angle 
grinders, chisels and finally, electric 
sanders and polishers.

Joel leads me into his workshop which 
is a treasure house of modern materials. 

Sheets of aluminium, bronze, fused 
glass and neon and LED lights. He 
talks lovingly about the ability of these 
materials to be combined to open 
up ‘new vistas of inspiration’. Private 
collections and public venues across 
North America attest to this. His work 
is commended for the balance and 
movement that is expressed in his 
abstract forms and for the vitality of his 
life forms.

For the majority of his working life 
Joel has been Dr Shapses, Dental 
Surgeon. During that time sculpture 
was restricted to being a leisure activity. 
He corrects me, however, when I 
suggest that now that he is free from 
the discipline of his surgery he must 
be pleased to adopt a slower pace. He 
explains how his mind is continually full 
of ideas for new projects and how he 
cannot wait to get back to his studio. 
His work bench, with dozens of pieces 
at different stages of completion, is a 
testament to his total absorption in his 
art.

For the moment, his bench has to take 
second place, as he is preparing to ship 
some of his major works to New York, 
where they will be part of a prestigious 
exhibition. 

As I emerge into the bright Floridian 
sunlight I wish Joel good fortune in the 
‘Big Apple’ and leave him to continue 
packing his precious cargo for its 
journey northwards.

If you would like to view more of 
Joel’s work please click on:

http://www.agora-gallery.com/
artistpage/Joel_Shapses.aspx

www.joelshapsesstudio.com

The Imagination of Joel Shapses, Sculptor
by Bernard Swithern 



10 11

issue 254 | july 2015

Features

A while ago it dawned on me that my 
time in the student movement will 
always be tainted by the fact that not 
only am I a Jewish student, but I am 
also Israeli. I think it seems to be a 
sick irony that at my last NEC we will 
once again be voting, just like in my 
first meeting, on whether to endorse 
BDS (Boycotts, Divestment and 
Sanctions) against my home state, 
Israel.

I’m not going to discuss the politics 
of BDS which I and many other 
Jewish students see as shutting 
down dialogue and balanced views. 
Ultimately it is not conducive to 
peace. What I will discuss is how the 
debate on BDS creates a student 
movement that isolates many Jewish 
students. Most who exist outside 
the Jewish community in the student 
movement presume that Jewish 
students like myself, along with UJS 
members have the Israel/Palestine 
debate as our primary focus in the 
movement. 

That is not the case.

Jewish students are forced to 
respond to allegations and attacks 
made on the Jewish homeland, 
which stains our experience of the 
movement. At UJS Conference the 
Israel/Palestine situation was only 
one of many motions discussed. 
Rather we focused on topics that 
directly affect students, both Jew 
and Gentile; whether to endorse 

free education, the importance of 
community organising and making a 
stand against racism and fascism to 
just name a few.

We are forced to discuss the conflict, 
which takes time away from running 
amazing Jewish society events such 
as Friday night dinners, booze for 
Jews, providing Jewish students with 
kosher accommodation and food, but 
most importantly the Jewish penicillin 
- chicken noodle soup. 

We are consigned to  talk only about 
the conflict and the debate that 
accompanies it when involved in the 
student movement. 

This year, I ran to become the next 
NUS VP society and citizenship.  
My personality was painted to be 
just about BDS with people on the 
left ignoring the fact that I have a 
strong record on delivering left wing 
initiatives and organising a movement 
for free education both in my 
institution and also nationally. Rather, 

vicious lies were spread about myself 
and my Iraqi heritage mocked. My 
dear friend Izzy Lenga was painted 
as a warmonger, as most Jewish 
students are, in this movement. 

There is a plethora of views on this 
year’s NEC among Jewish students, 
who have a variety of opinions on 
the conflict. But BDS doesn’t allow 
us to see this vibrancy of the Jewish 
community, but merely paints one 
side as those dirty Zionists and the 
other as a victorious group fighting to 
end the Zionist project. However, it is 
not so cut and dry.

I never thought I’d be so glad to be 
leaving NUS but I’m absolutely thrilled 
to be gone because now people will 
talk to me about so many other things 
than just the conflict and they’ll give 
me the dignity I and so many other 
Jewish students deserve. 

To many to have such a hope that this 
will soon be true in the NUS also is 
just a dream but to quote Theodore 
Herzl, “If you will it, it is no dream.”

I’m proud to have been the first Israeli 
to have sat on the NEC, I’m proud 
that I fought against the antisemitism 
that deters so many Jewish students 
from left wing politics and I’m proud 
to call myself a Zionist.

Dario Celaschi is a Brighton University 
student who sits on the Brighton 
and Sussex Students Jewish Society 
Committee. 

Campus Life and Student Politics
by Dario Celaschi

I never thought I’d be so glad to be 
leaving NUS but I’m absolutely 
thrilled to be gone because now 
people will talk to me about so 
many other things than just the 
conflict and they’ll give me the 

dignity I and so many other 
Jewish students deserve. 

MARTIN
GROSS 

Memorials
All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken 

from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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Emergency in 
Jerusalem
by Brian Megitt

It’s about to be Purim and off we go 
to Gatwick to fly to Israel to see our 
daughter and her family. The easyJet 
flight is excellent and the journey from 
Ben Gurion to Jerusalem is as smooth 
as you can expect in the confines of a 
Nesher sherut.

The week trundles past; the fancy 
dress comes and goes, the all day 
eating ceases and we go back to 
a normal sort of Israeli diet. But as 
usual we have colds - we always 
have colds when we land and they 
always last the week. We miss out on 
the Israel Museum this time because 
the only day we are free to go it 
doesn’t open until 4pm. But we can 
have a coffee and look outside at the 
monumental model of Jerusalem at 
the time of the second Temple. Well 
worth the visit.

Then it’s time to pack the cases and 
return to Tel Aviv and the care of 
another easyJet flight. Usually this 
goes like clockwork. The goodbyes 
are said, the hugs and kisses given 
and the sherut turns up at the 
appointed hour, give or take fifteen 
minutes. This time however, there 
is an unwelcome change in events. 
Chest pains and a few seconds of 
being totally unaware of anything 
and then I feel as though nothing has 
happened. But the ambulance is on 
its way and the sherut arrives first.

Sherut drivers are all heart. Having 
been told that an ambulance is on 
its way and we can’t go, the demand 
for full payment is made. Now I’m 
feeling fine, so we clamber aboard 
and hope to make it to the airport. 
But all is not well and pain builds up 
again so it is not long before we have 
to ask for an ambulance. This time we 
are dropped at a pre-arranged spot, 
where replacement passengers take 
our places and the demand for money 
is made once more. 

Three ambulances arrive at about 
the same time that our suitcases hit 
the pavement and the events turn in 
another direction as we speed off to 
Shaare Zedek hospital. The universal 
line-in cannula is fitted to my left 

arm and the first of numerous sticky 
contact pads are slapped onto my 
chest and paper starts to fly out of 
the ECG machine. When we arrive 
I am hauled out and wheeled into 
the emergency room and placed on 
one of those beds with wheels and 
magical adjustability. I find myself 
in an emergency bay, walls to three 
sides and a curtain to the front. In an 
NHS hospital, the bays are usually 
equipped with all the necessary 
resources, this one has very little. So 
far the best equipped place has been 
the ambulance. There is a “sharps” 
box on the wall, which must be fairly 

unique, because everyone pops 
in, uninvited, to put their discarded 
needles into it. The luggage follows. 
I am handed over to the hospital 
medical staff and the next twenty-
four hours are set to be hectic. The 
ambulance bill is handed over as well. 
It has to be paid there and then.

A short description of the Emergency 
Room may sound familiar - beds in 
the corridors, nurses rushed off their 
feet, dirty surfaces - almost like being 
in a typical NHS hospital? Not exactly.

Shaare Zedek is a public hospital and 
a centre of excellence. It is also the 
hospital that boasts more births per 
annum than any other in the world. 
There is no doubt that the patient 
comes first but the conditions are 
not those we are used to in our NHS 
hospitals. The effects of a shortage 
of nursing staff are soon made clear 
when I need a bottle and there is 
no-one to ask, the call button does 
not work and I am ignored when I 
shout. Eventually, son-in-law arrives 
and sorts it all out. He is used to 
the vagaries of the operational 
procedures in this hospital and soon 
returns with a handful of bottles.

The doctor asks questions, writes on 
forms in neat Ivrit script and the sticky 
pads keep on coming along with this 
scanner and that scanner. No-one 

uses the pads that are already stuck 
on me, they all have to use their own. 
I begin to wonder if there is space left 
for any more. The doctor hails from 
London.

Eventually, after all these tests and 
scans and blood-letting, I find myself 
alone. The curtains are closed but 
the noise outside does not reduce 
in volume and I am attached to a 
monitor that gives a loud bleep every 
second or so - almost in unison with 
another one next door or maybe a 
couple of doors away - although 
there are no doors only a curtain that 
provides some privacy if closed. The 
lights are very bright so with limited 
freedom to move - I’m still anchored 
to that monitor - I search for a light 
switch and eventually transform the 
room into a state of penumbra. I 
begin to think that there is no way 
that sleep will ever come.

About two-thirty in the morning the 
noise begins to reduce and by three 
it is quiet; apart from the bleeping 
monitor and its echo from somewhere 
else beyond the boundary of my 
small world. A world in which the 
measurement of the vital signs 
is calculated to coincide with the 
patient’s ability to drift off to sleep.

Morning slowly arrives and the noise 
levels increase. I am evicted from my 
“room” so that the first emergency of 
the day can move in. I end up in the 
corridor near the nurses’ station. The 
plaque on the wall tells me that my 
new home is position 42. Beds in the 
corridors are not a sign of haphazard 
organisation, the system is designed 
that way.

As the morning drags on, I discover 
that Jewish geography is alive and 
well. I have a question and catch the 
eye of a doctor who appears to be 
in charge. I ask if he speaks English 
and the Ivrit stops and a transatlantic 
accent takes over. It transpires that 
he recognises my Manchester accent 
and asks if I know of Horowitz’s 
bookshop. I do and am told that the 
doctor married Horowitz’s daughter. 
A small world it may be but it is also 
becoming a hungry one. 

Breakfast arrives in the form of a 
trolley with an assortment of yoghurts, 
semolina, something resembling 
instant coffee and other, rather 

Three ambulances arrive at about 
the same time that our suitcases 
hit the pavement and the events 
turn in another direction as we 

speed off to Shaare Zedek hospital.
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unappetising items. I had seen this 
before; it was a very similar offering 
to the one that had turned up about 
fifteen hours earlier. The semolina was 
a good choice. 

Eventually, a doctor turns up and 
discusses the case so far. They 
want to travel down a different path, 
so more blood is required and the 
phlebotomist arrives in due course. I 
had got to know this chap quite well. 
He never stopped but the service was 
very efficient. Within minutes of being 
told I had to give more he turned up, 
vials at the ready and within seconds 
all done and not even the pain of “the 
little scratch”.

More sitting around observing 
the comings and goings and 
conversations being held at bedsides 
all around me. In most cases close 
relations accompany the patients 
so normal life goes on regardless of 
the surroundings. Then, excitement; 
a man rushes in to the department 
clutching his arm and pouring blood 
as he races through to some other 
section to receive attention. He is 
eventually followed by a series of 
orderlies cleaning the floor in his 
wake.

I don’t know if it was just coincidence 
or not but as the morning dragged 
on, an ancient rabbi is wheeled in 
accompanied by an entourage of 
followers. About half an hour later I 
get a feeling of déja vue as the scene 
repeats itself but the characters 
are subtly different. It is interesting 
to see these obviously ill rabbonim 
being wheeled in, as they appear 
to be allowed to have many people 
accompanying them. Everyone else 
is limited to a single visitor because 
space is so limited.

Apart from the tiredness, I feel much 
better and just want to go. We’ve 
missed the flight so there is a lot 
of discussion going on with the 
insurance company. However, the 
doctors have now come up with a 
further trial by scanner - an ultra-
sound one this time. If you want to 
know what that is in Ivrit, it’s the 
same but with an Israeli accent. I’m 
given my marching orders. No waiting 
around for a porter to wheel you off to 
another department. It’s just a quick 
instruction to walk to the imaging 
department and to make myself 

known at the reception at two o’clock. 
I start my journey by telling the lady 
who allots the beds to newcomers, 
that mine is empty but I will be back 
so don’t let it go to anyone else. You 
just can’t take any chances in this 
place.

I eventually work out what to do when 
I get into the Imaging Department 
and after introducing myself to a 
receptionist, who speaks a derivation 
of English but has no information 
about me, we settle into a comedy 
routine that goes round in circles and 
would doubtless have appealed to 
Morecambe and Wise. I end up sitting 
on a bench in a wide corridor facing a 
couple of large, green, doors and wait 
for the next step.

After a few false starts, I am taken 
into a room and introduced to the 
doctor who will be performing the 
scan - all six feet of her plus long 
blonde hair and legs to match. 
A strong Eastern European or 
Russian accented English but no 
communication problems. An apology 
is made for the noise emanating from 
the building work next door.

I make myself uncomfortable on 
the scanning couch and after many 
changes of position and increasing 
pressure of the scanner on my 
chest, an executive decision is made 
to hand over to her boss, who is 
described as being the doctor in 
charge of the department. He turns 
out to be someone who rises to a 
challenge and after a further 
forty-five minutes and even more 
pressure on rib-cage and chest 
and lots of positional adjustments, 
we have a viable scan.

I make my way back to the 
emergency room and take 
possession of my bed. After 
an hour or so of being totally 
ignored but being amused by the 
goings-on around me, a doctor 
approaches. They have found 
out the cause of the chest pains 

and they have a solution or three. A 
surgeon joins the conversation and 
he explains what can be done - or 
more to the point, what cannot be 
done within a reasonable timescale. 
Surgery of one sort or another is 
advised but forget it for at least a 
month because they are too busy 
and they appreciate that I could have 
the same procedure at home. I am 
provided with a course of anti-biotics 
to ensure that any possible infection 
is kept at bay, told that I am fit to fly 
and eventually provided with a file of 
case-notes, including translation into 
English and the ECG printouts from 
the ambulance.

Son-in-law and I go to the checkout 
to sort out the payment situation and 
are sent to a lady in accounts who 
deals with étrangers. She takes us 
through a process and then reveals 
that the insurance company has sent 
me forms to fill in. She hands them 
over with a pen and I sit there and fill 
them in, inwardly seething because 
I had had hours of spare time to do 
this but no-one attempted to send 
the forms to me. She says they will be 
faxed straight away, but that actually 
means some time tomorrow. 

We go. I to the hotel and my wife; 
son-in-law to his two families - wife 
and children and the Yeshiva. It 
then takes two days to convince the 
insurance people that I can fly home 
and they eventually find us a flight to 
the wrong airport and a connection to 
the right one.

One more visit to Shaare Zedek to 
remove the canula that was fitted in 
the ambulance and never used. In 
all the haste to get out of the place, 
everyone, including me, had forgotten 
to remove it. I also had the dubious 
pleasure of removing over two-dozen 
sticky pads from my hairy chest.

I don’t know if it was just 
coincidence or not but as the 

morning dragged on, an ancient 
rabbi is wheeled in accompanied 

by an entourage of followers.



14 15

issue 254 | july 2015

Culture

Despite the distractions of better weather and the Brighton 
Festival, JACS had some very enjoyable and well-attended 
meetings. These included a wonderful slide show by two 
members of the Brighton Photographic Society, who 
displayed brilliant pictures of musicians and dancers and 
also some of Valencia in Spain, and, Sydney Lipman, who 
had arranged this visit to celebrate his 94th birthday and 
provided a special tea with sandwiches and cakes. 

At another meeting we entertained ourselves, all sitting 
around one big table and telling little bits of our personal 
stories, and how we came to end up in Brighton and 
Hove. We learnt so much about one another.

One of the recent highlights was when our old friend, 
Mark Perry-Nash, gave us an entertaining talk, The Wit 
and Wisdom of Oscar Wilde.  Elaine Tubby has written the 
following summary:

Oscar Wilde is acknowledged to have been one of the 
greatest and most talented dramatists and wittiest writers 
that Britain has ever produced. Although born in Ireland, 
he spent most of his life in England. At Oxford, he gained 
a First, won a prize for a poem he had written, and 
published his first volume of poetry. He went on a lecture 
tour in the United States, entitled Aesthetics, but didn’t 
care for America and found the cultural level there very 
low.

Returning to England, he wrote articles as a journalist 
and books such as The Happy Prince (1888) and Lord 
Arthur Savile’s Crime. His early plays were not particularly 
successful, and Salome played in Paris but not London 
until 1886, and was considered quite shocking. However, 
in l892, he had much acclaim with Lady Windermere’s 
Fan.

He constantly exposed the hypocrisy and double 
standards of the Victorian society in which he lived. The 
Picture of Dorian Gray appeared in 1890. His later plays 
were very successful, especially The Importance of Being 
Earnest (1895). He was popular, forgiving, and generous, 
delightfully amusing and never cruel. He was larger than 
life and revelled in the social whirl, with all its gossip and 
scandal.

Though married in 1884, with two sons, he was bi-
sexual. He had a homosexual relationship with Lord 
Alfred Douglas, son of the Marquis of Queensbury (he 
of the famous boxing rules) who accused Wilde of lewd 
behaviour. This so enraged Oscar, he brought a libel case 
against the Marquis who did not find it difficult to find 
men to testify that Wilde had paid them for homosexual 
favours. It became a huge scandal and ruined Oscar, who 
was sentenced to two years hard labour. After his release 
from prison (where he wrote The Ballad of Reading Gaol) 

he spent his days in exile, roaming Italy, Spain and France, 
and feeling that his creativity had been destroyed. He died 
in Paris aged 46.

At our last May meeting we had a most interesting talk and 
slide show by Natasha Carson about her visit to the small 
Jewish community in Romania. She told us that only about 
4,000 Jews are still living there. It was most interesting to 
hear all about the attempts made to keep the community 
together and look after the mostly elderly population with 
assistance from the reparation fund given by Germany to 
Jewish holocaust survivors and their dependents. There 
is only one synagogue in use in Bucharest, but there is a 
purpose-built centre, an old people’s home (so many of 
the elderly had no families left) and a centre in the country 
where far-flung country members, as well as those from 
Bucharest, have the opportunity to holiday and keep the 
community together. 

At our first meeting in June, Polly Ballantyne, a local artist, 
shared with us her passion for stained glass, giving a 
fascinating talk, well-illustrated by slides and books. As 
Chairman, my heart was in my mouth to see her hand 
round examples of her own work, irreplaceable pieces to 
demonstrate different techniques, for our various shaky 
hands to hold. Afterwards some of the members took 
Polly up to the Reform Shul to admire the beautiful stained 
glass windows and doors of the Ark which she had never 
seen before. For those who have not been to services 
there, the Shul will have an open day in June.

Everything you wanted to know about J*CS
(but were afraid to ask)
by Shirley Jaffe with Elaine Tubby

From the SJN Kitchen
For 26 July, here is a recipe for Repas Entier 
pour le Jour de Jeûne:
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Barney’s Version 
The last film night at Ralli Hall before a summer 
break in August will be on Sunday 19th July. 
The film will be Barney’s Version, a Canadian/
Italian collaboration (134 mins). It’s in English 

but also has English subtitles for the hard of hearing. 

This comedy drama is a warm and witty story about the 
extraordinary life of seemingly ordinary Barney Panofsky 
(Paul Giamatti). Set across two continents and spanning three 
decades, it’s a flashback journey through the different stages 
of Barney’s life, beginning in Rome where Barney meets and 
marries Clara, his first wife. But he then discovers her infidelity 
with one of his close friends. Encouraged by his father and close 
confidante (Dustin Hoffman), his second shot at marriage sees 
Barney wed a wealthy Jewish heiress (Minnie Driver) who barely 
notices him switch off whenever she talks. Ironically it’s at their 
wedding that Barney meets the third Mrs P, Miriam (Rosamund 
Pike), who turns out to be his true love and the mother of his two 
children. 

At times a true romantic, performing acts of gallantry, generosity 
and goodwill, at other times acting jealously and wallowing in 

self-pity, Barney 
certainly lives 
a packed life, 
making him an 
unlikely and 
captivating 
hero. This is 
an emotional, 
heartfelt 
comedy, 
portraying the 
depths one will 
go to for love 
- sometimes 
getting it right, 
other times 
getting it wildly wrong.

As you can see from the above, this movie has a star-studded 
cast. It was winner of a Golden Globe award for Best Actor and 
was also an Academy Award nominee. Come and enjoy it on 
19th July, 7 for 7.30pm (small donation on the door for non-Ralli 
Hall members).

Did you miss an evening with 
Phil Grabsky?
by Teresa Lipson 
SJFC was delighted to welcome the distinguished, award-
winning, documentary film-maker, Phil Grabsky, to its most 
recent meeting. Phil, who is based in Brighton & Hove and whose 
parents are film club members, led the 40-strong audience 
through his rich and varied career of making documentaries for 
TV and now as an independent film producer showing illustrative 
extracts from his oeuvre.

Amongst his earliest films was a 4-part series developed 
with his wife during a 2-year period living in Spain in the 80s, 
focusing on (then) contemporary Spain after Franco’s reign. Phil 
regaled the audience with fascinating insights into how films are 
commissioned by the BBC and other TV stations.

One of the most charming clips shown was from ‘The Boy who 
Plays on the Buddhas of Bamiyan (2003) telling the story of 

8-year-old Mir and his family living in post-Taliban Afghanistan. 

This film has been shown across the globe and won 13 awards. 
To the concern of his family back in England, Phil continued to 
film Mir and his family in Afghanistan, and in 2011 released a 
follow-up film The Boy Mir - Ten Years in Afghanistan, after which 
he promised to stay safely in home territory.

Phil described his main interests as history and arts and it is in 
combining these that he has made a major impact recently – 
using the methods of the extremely successful NT Live to bring 
art exhibitions to life on the silver screen. His production of ‘The 
Impressionists’ had just been released in cinemas before the 
SJFC meeting. The 2-hour session sped along, with the audience 
able to ask a range of questions about the film making process 
and its politics, which Phil answered with humour and frankness. 

It would have been easy to spend many more hours in his 
company, following his fascinating career. SJFC members were 
delighted to hear that Phil had agreed to be a club patron so it 
may be that we shall hear more from him in months to come.

Miss Dietrich Regrets
by Gail Louw  
at The Old Market, Hove, May 2015

Review by Maxine Toff

As the play opens we see an old woman, thin, pale, a mop of 
grey hair and a petulant expression. She is trying to find someone 
to chat to on the telephone, but without success. 

However, whenever anyone telephones to say they want to visit 
she pretends to be her maid and in a falsetto declares that Miss 
Dietrich has gone out for the day. As the action progresses we 
realise that she doesn’t want to see anyone. It is a shock when 
her daughter arrives, bad-tempered and expecting to find her 
mother dying. The antagonism between them is evident. Her 
daughter is irritated that she has been summoned yet again and, 
as they talk, it becomes clear that Marlene Dietrich is reluctant 
to let anyone see her, except her daughter, now that she is no 
longer the glamorous actress, fêted for her good looks and sex 
appeal.

This sad story, superbly acted by Elizabeth Counsell as Dietrich 
and Moira Brooker as her daughter Marie, makes us sympathise 
with each of them in turn. The daughter had been brought 
up by a series of virtual strangers, sexually violated, left in 
boarding schools and given everything money could buy, but 
never received the thing she wanted more than anything: some 
attention from her mother.

The production by Tony Milner deserves great acclaim. It is a 
small set but one that enables much movement and one never 
feels that what we are watching is static.

Gail Louw has given us a brilliant insight into two complicated 
characters and helped us to both pity but also sympathise 
with both of them. Truly a thought-provoking play and highly 
recommended. It will tour to The Fairfield Halls, Croydon, Yvonne 
Arnaud Theatre, Guildford, Camberley Theatre, Surrey and The 
Gatehouse, Highgate. 

Tell your friends.



16 17

issue 254 | july 2015

HHC
Rabbi Vivian Silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com and rabbivcsilverman@gmail.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

The Hebrew University
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

Ninety years ago, a university was opened in Jerusalem 
situated on Mount Scopus. It had a breath-taking 
view of the area and remained there from 1925-1948. 
After the War of Independence, the university had to 
evacuate and, for a decade and a half, was situated at 
Givat Ram, across the valley from Bayit Vegan.

Following the Six Day War, the university returned to its 
original site on Har Hatsofim (Mt Scopus).

From the early years of the twentieth century, the idea 
of a Hebrew university had engaged the minds and 
hearts of both religious and non-religious. After the 
capture of Jerusalem from the Turks in December 1917, 
this realisation came nearer and, eight years later, the 
oldest academic institution in Palestine was opened 
by Lord Balfour who, as British Foreign Secretary, had 
sent the letter to Lord Rothschild declaring that Britain 
“viewed with favour a homeland for the Jewish people 
in Palestine.”

Among the invited guests and dignitaries on the dais 
(as can be seen from the photo of the occasion) were 
Chief Rabbis Kook, Yaakov Meir, Hertz, Lord Allenby, 
whose forces captured Jerusalem, Chaim Weizman 
(later first President of Israel) and Sir Herbert Samuel 
who was, at the time, British High Commissioner.

Eventually, there would be other world-class institutions 
of higher learning; Ben Gurion University in the Negev; 
Tel Aviv University; Bar Ilan at Ramat Gan; the Weizman 
Institute in Rehovot, and Haifa Technion.

Students came from all over the world to study at Israeli 
universities and scientific institutions. The knowledge 
and expertise they acquire they are able to take back 

and put into practice in their own countries; SE Asia; 
The Middle East; African Continent; the Americas; 
Australasia; Europe.

In a population of some seven million, the State of 
Israel has one of the highest percentages of institutions 
anywhere in the world. At the same time, the number of 
homes possessing a library is one of the highest in the 
world.

Just as universities thrive in the State of Israel, so too, 
do Yeshivot and Seminaries, and there are more Jewish 
men and women learning today than in any other era of 
Jewish history. This is remarkable in itself.

So, in congratulating the Hebrew University, we wish 
her mazel tov ad meia v’esrim shana.

July Diary 
Sunday 5    Fast of 17 Tammuz 

From dawn to 10.15 pm 
The Three Weeks begin

Tuesday 7                 Ladies Discussion Circle and Gemara Shiur,   
                                  10.30 am

Friday 17       Rosh Chodesh Av, the Nine Days begin

Shabbat 25    Shabbat Hazon
  Fast of Av begins at 9.00 pm
  Maariv and Book of Lamentations at West  
                                 Hove

Sunday 26                Tisha b’Av
  Services at West Hove
  Fast ends 9.51 pm
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After one hundred years of persecution prompted 
by the Crusades, on July 18 1290, corresponding 
to Av 2, 5050 in the Hebrew calendar, King Edward 
I signed a decree expelling the Jews of England: 
Every Jew in the land had to leave the country before 
the Feast of All Souls on November 1. The first 
Jewish communities were established in England 
following the victory of William the Conqueror of 
France at the Battle of Hastings on October 14, 1066 
– so, there had been a Jewish presence in the land 
for 224 years. 

From the time that the Babylonians sacked 
Jerusalem and destroyed King Solomon’s Temple on 
Tishah B’Av (Av 9) 586 BCE, the month of Av has not 
been a good time for the Jews. And so, each year 
on Tishah B’Av, when Jews read the scroll of Eichah, 
Lamentations, and recall that devastating time, we 
also remember the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Second Temple by the Romans on Av 10, 70 CE, and 
other traumatic catastrophes associated with the 
month of Av.

But our recollection of our history as a people can 
be very selective. Traumatised by conquest and 
persecution many times, collective remembrance 
of our history within the Jewish calendar has 
been focussed on suffering. And so, apart from 
the addition of Yom Ha-Atzmaut to celebrate the 
establishment of the modern state of Israel on May 
14, 1948 (Iyyar 5, 5708), post-biblical dates signalling 
liberation are not remembered – not even the 

emancipation of the Jews of France on September 
28, 1791, which ushered in a century in which 
the Jewish populations of Western Europe were 
released from the ghettos and given the opportunity 
to participate in their host societies as full citizens. 
One July date towards the end of the 19th century 
is particularly worthy of note in this context. 
According to the Jewish historian, Cecil Roth, 
‘Jewish emancipation in England reached its climax 
when, on July 9th 1885’ ‘Nathaniel Meyer, first Lord 
Rothschild took his seat in the House of Lords’ (The 
Jewish Book of Days, Edward Goldston Ltd, London, 
1931). 

Perhaps one of the reasons why the Jewish 
calendar does not include the dates marking Jewish 
emancipation is because of a feeling of ambivalence 
about the freedom to participate in the wider 
society. For some, the era of emancipation heralded 
assimilation, and the loss of Jews to Jewish life. 
But there is another story – one of integration: with 
emancipation, Jews were free to participate as Jews 
in the world around them. And so, another July date 
to ponder: On July 17, 1810 (Tammuz 15, 5570), the 
first Progressive synagogue was opened at Seesen 
in Westphalia, Germany. In the past 200 years since 
that time, Progressive Judaism has become a global 
movement, encompassing over 1,200 congregations 
in 45 countries, with a membership of almost 
2,000,000.

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Remembering The Good Times, Too
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

Events@BHPS 
Access to Hebrew with Rabbi Elli 
Classes take place on a weekly basis 1-2 pm following the Shabbat Morning Service.

Exploring Judaism
From September Exploring Judaism will recommence on Shabbat afternoons. Classes will be held from 2.15 - 3.45 
pm, following the Access to Hebrew session.  Both programmes will take place initially in the Ralli Hall until we 
move back to our synagogue building.

Sponsored walk to help raise funds for our new building, Sunday 12th July
Meet at the front of Brighton Pier at 11 am and walk to Brighton Marina 
where we will have lunch at Jimmy’s Restaurant. If you are unable to walk 
but would like to join us for lunch please do so at 12.30 pm. Book your 
place with Sarah Winstone tel: 01273 501604 or 07841 488620 or email: 
sarah.winstone@ntlworld.com
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Shavuot at the BHHC  
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Shavuot –commemorating the giving of the Torah 
to the Jewish People - was celebrated at the BHHC 
with a variety of events.

After ushering in the festival with maariv at the 
conclusion of Shabbat the congregation sat down 
to an evening meal prepared by Perla Rader. 
This was followed by the Tikkun Leil Shavuot – a 
midnight learning session – which featured talks 
by members of the community: Sydney Levine’s 
erudite dissertation on Kaddish; its history and 
significance was delivered with an energy that 
belied his 92 years; Graham Gordon spoke about 
the importance of serving G-d with happiness and 
Michael Shaw was passionate in his discussion of 
the sanctity of the Temple Mount. Particularly moving 
and thought provoking was Nick Werner’s talk on 
Judaism’s Attitude to Mental Illness in which he drew 
upon Rabbinic sources to show that a particularly 
enlightened attitude to this issue existed already in 
Talmudic times. All the presentations gave rise to 
lively debate and, in the words of one veteran Tikkun 
devotee ‘there was a particularly high standard this 
year’.

On the first day of Yom Tov the congregation’s 
children joined Rabbi Rader on the Bimah as the Ten 
Commandments were read from the Sefer Torah. 
They then enjoyed a Children’s Service and Ice 
Cream Kiddush led by Tzippora Rader. 

Over fifty people attended a sumptuous Communal 
Lunch which was prepared by our dedicated ladies. 
It featured fresh salmon and a traditional Shavuot 
dessert of cheesecake with assorted toppings.

On the second day of Yom Tov in the afternoon we 
held our annual Ladies’ Tea Time Tikkun at which 
the community’s ladies presented Divrei Torah. 
Among them, Perla Rader spoke about the Kedusha 
prayer so prominent in our Shabbat morning service; 
Michelle Martindale on Shavuot, a Festival in search 
of an identity; Fiona Sharpe on the importance of 
Tzedakah; and Susan Conway on the land of Israel. 
Refreshments were served and the Tikkun was 
enjoyed in a warm atmosphere as were the entire 
two days of Yom Tov.

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

AnnuAl Summer BArBeque
12.15pm SundAy 12th July 

at 31 new Church road
Adults £14 Children £6 Family ticket £30

Great Food, great atmosphere &  
please G-d great weather!

Contact the Shul Office to book your place.
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Remembering the Farhud   
by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo 

Jews have been living in Iraq for more than 2,000 years; in 
fact, since the Babylonian exile. Such a prestigious history 
ended tragically with the Farhud (an Arab word, meaning 
pogrom). This was a massacre, carried out in 1941. More than 
180 Jews were murdered; more than 1,000 Jews reported 
injuries; and more than 900 Jewish houses were destroyed. A 
few years later, in the 1950s, the survivors moved away from 
Iraq, and settled mainly in Israel. 

The Farhud took place during one of the darkest periods in 
Jewish history when the Nazis were carrying out massacres 
in Europe. Indeed, the perpetrators of the Farhud were 
themselves Nazi affiliated, being Arab nationalists supported 
by the Germans. For many years, the memory of the Farhud, 
as well as that of similar persecutions, had somehow been 
silenced. In the places where these massacres happened, 
such as Iraq, Algeria, and Morocco, the same Arab nationalist 
parties who promoted the massacres, became rulers. The few 
Jews who were left were certainly not free to speak out.

The Sephardim who immigrated to Israel, after having 
survived the massacres, had to rebuild their lives in a new 
country. Consciously or unconsciously, the newly immigrated 
Sephardim chose to move on, to forget and to integrate in a 
mainly Ashkenazi Country. In Europe, the Sephardi refugees 
enjoyed very little attention. Keeping good relations with the 
Arab countries has always been a priority in foreign policy for 
European governments. In those circles, we know all too well, 
Arab oil is always thicker than Jewish blood. However, at least 
some European governments set up transition camps. 

What is really tragic, though, is that intellectuals and 
scholars refuse to acknowledge the tragedy. Even today, 
history textbooks devote only few lines to these events. 
Even worse, this chapter of history is usually framed into 
the narrative of “de-colonisation”. As if the need to get rid of 
European colonialism was a good reason to slaughter Jewish 
communities, who were living and flourishing in that part of 
the world well before the rise of Islam.

But this is what the intellectuals and scholars want us to 
believe. Because all these countries were on the road towards 
self-determination, it gave rise to the excuse that some 
excess must be understood. So we should understand, 
or we should forget, or we should forgive and not take it 
too personally if and when Jews are massacred. It’s just a 
consequence of ‘colonialism’. 

This line of reasoning is still around; even now, when we 
are faced with horror and crimes perpetrated by Muslim 
fundamentalists, there are apologisers of the same kind. 
Those who boycott Israel refuse to take any action against 
the fanatical Muslims of the ISIS. Here you are, once again. 
ISIS is group of terrorists, who rule through terror, who punish 
with stoning the free choices of the individuals. However, 
for some intellectuals, these horrors committed by Muslim 
terrorists can be forgiven, while the mere existence of the 
Jewish State is unforgivable. 

Where does this twisted logic come from? How come that 
scholars, teachers, and students are persuaded that they 
all should oppose the very existence of the Jewish State? 
When you think of the time of the Farhud, it is not a new 
phenomenon. There has always been a certain fascination by 
the European intellectual elite with rebels and warriors, even 
when these rebels themselves gladly behead Europeans, no 
matter how multicultural they pretend to be!

For this reason, I believe, it is very important to pay honour 
to the memory of the victims of the Farhud because: they fell 
victim to the hand of a Nazi political party; and, their memory 
has been sacrificed on the altars of another ideology. This 
ideology says that Jews are never really oppressed, and that 
the true victims are always others; and because, of course, 
they were Jews, like me and you. May their memory be a 
blessing.

The above was taken from Rabbi Zanardo’s sermon delivered 
on 6 June 2015, the 74th anniversary of the Farhud.

Bulletin Board for July
Saturday 11th 

Sunday 12th

Friday 17th

Saturday 18th

Sunday 19th

Saturday 25th 

Saturday 20th

Sunday 26th

Shabbaton 10yrs +, 10.30 am

Annual General Meeting, 6.30 pm

Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Book Club , 9.15 am
Havdala on the beach, 10.00 pm

Cheder Prize Giving followed by end of term party & Chavurah 
Lunch, 10.00 am

Erev Tisha B’Av Service, 6.30 pm

Cheder Maccabiah Day including Cheder chavurah lunch, 
10.00 am

Tisha B’Av

Please note that the Bulletin Board may be subject to change. 

BHRS
Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org   https://www.facebook.com/BrightonReform

BrightonReform
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What’s on: July 2015     
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events!

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Sundays
 � Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. Tel: 

Adam on 07720 598087 

Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919 

 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport 
Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Living with the times – an in depth look at the 
weekly parsha and its relevance to our times. All ladies welcome. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk 

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   
Tel:  01273 503708 (recommences 1 September)

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members 

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune - men and ladies welcome - 8.15 - 
9.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 
month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30-5.00 pm, 
CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN JULY 
 
      Wednesday 1
 � JACS with guest speaker Ken Pollock with A Tribute to Stanley 

Holloway at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 
members £2.50 non-members 
 
Wednesday 8 

 � Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the August issue.  
Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

 � JACS with guest speaker Lisa Redlinski at AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members 
 
Monday 13   

 � SARID on A truly indomitable Victorian woman:  the story of 
Lady Judith Montefiore at Ralli Hall 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 
Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk 
  
Wednesday 15   

 � JACS with guest speaker Charles James, Emeritus Mayor of 
Rye and Worthing on The Cinque Ports at AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members  
 
Sunday 19  

 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents Barney’s Version, 7.00 for 7.30 
pm.  Drinks available.  Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove  
 
Monday 20   

 � SARID with guest speaker Jenny Manson on Pogrom to Public 
School in 1918 at Ralli Hall, 10.45 am.  £1.50, Tel:  0208 385 
3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk

 � Centre for German-Jewish Studies University  of Sussex present 
the Kurt Hellman Memorial Lecture (free event), 4.00 – 6.00 pm 
at Max & Hilde Kochmann Summer School, Conference Centre, 
University of Sussex with speaker Nadia Valman (Queen 
Mary, University of London), followed by reception. Contact: 
d.franklin@sussex.ac.uk or phone 01273 678771 
 
Wednesday 22  

 � JACS with guest speaker David Gibbs on Ridiculous Laws 
at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 
members/£2.50 non-members 
 
27 July – 7 August 

 � CAMP GAN IZZY for boys and girls aged 5-12 years.  For more 
information call Rabbi Efune on 07885 538681 
 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING YOUR NEW 
YEAR GREETINGS ON THE ENCLOSED FLYER AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 3
Fri 10
Fri 17
Fri 24
Fri 31

Special Dates
Sunday 5    Fast of 17 Tammuz.  Fast ends 10.01 pm
Sunday 26  Fast of 9 Av.  Fast ends 9.17 pm

Out 

Sat 4
Sat 11
Sat 18
Sat 25
Sat 1 Aug

Light Candles 

8.59 pm
8.55 pm
8.48 pm
8.40 pm
8.30 pm

Havdalah 

10.27 pm
10.20 pm
10.11 pm
10.00 pm
9.47 pm

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread 
available weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch 

Brighton from Premier Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so that 
we know how many to supply. Orders can be 

collected on Thursdays or Fridays. 


