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This year, May has been an 
extraordinary month in which there 
have been so many ups and downs, 
internationally, nationally and locally. 

The earthquakes in Nepal were 
disastrous, devastating to so 
many peoples’ lives. Israel sent 
a 260-strong military search and 
rescue crew and was the first 
country to send aid and help to 
locate survivors in the rubble and 
set up a medical field hospital.  

The General Election in the UK was 
perhaps one of the most exciting 
in recent history and brought the 
Conservatives as a single party into 
government with David Cameron as 
Prime Minister.  

A week before the election, there 
was a meeting in Ralli Hall to 
hear the views of the two main 
Parliamentary candidates for Hove 

and Portslade. Both Graham Cox 
(Conservative) and Peter Kyle 
(Labour) were unanimous on the 
subject of Jewish religious and civil 
rights and pledged that they would 
uphold the practices of shechita 

and circumcision as an issue of 
fundamental civil rights.

Here in Brighton & Hove, the local 
elections changed the colour of the 
city from green to red, with Labour 
taking 93 seats to Conservatives’ 
90, the Green Party losing heavily.  

The elections were also taking 
place in Israel with the right wing 
back in power. David Cameron 

congratulated Benjamin Netanyahu 
on his re-election and wrote to 
him that, as one of Israel’s firmest 
friends, he looked forward to 
working with the new government.

Seventy years ago on 8 May 1945, it 
was Victory in Europe Day, marking 
the defeat of Nazi Germany and the 
formal end to hostilities in Europe. 
It was with particular pride that the 
Ajex banner was paraded at the VE 
Day commemorations in Brighton, 
as a reminder of the many Jewish 
ex-servicemen who had helped to 
defend this country during those 
dreadful years.

And of course there was the birth of 
the new royal baby – bringing joy to 
the nation.

It was a real yo-yo month. 

May was a real yo-
yo month.
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June 2015 marks the centenary of the birth of Jewish 
historian, Lucy S. Dawidowicz, who was born in New 
York to Jewish Polish parents, Max and Dora (Ofnaem) 
Schildkret, on 16 June, 1915, and died in New York on 
5 December, 1990.

The first book on the Sho’ah that I read, was the 
Penguin Books paperback edition of Lucy S. 
Dawidowicz’ most famous work, Hitler’s War Against 
the Jews, 1933-45, first published in 1975 by Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston. Four things struck me about 
the book, even before I began to read it. First, the title, 
which is so direct, giving the clear message that from 
the time Hitler came to power in Germany in 1933 
until his death in 1945, he conducted a war against 
the Jewish people. Next, the author’s first name: Lucy, 
which told me that she was a woman. And then, her 
last name: Dawidowicz; I wasn’t sure how to pronounce 
it, but I knew that it was Polish. Finally I opened the 
book and I read the dedication: ‘In memory of Toba 
(Tobtshe) Dawidowicz, Warsaw 1924 – Warsaw Ghetto 
1943 and Zarek Dawidowicz, Warsaw 1927 – Treblinka 
1942 (?)  Two of six million.’

So, even before I began to read the book, it was 
clear to me that Lucy S. Dawidowicz was personally 
engaged with her subject matter. Initially a student 
of English literature, after her BA and MA studies, 
concerned about what was happening in Europe, 
Lucy Schildkret, as she was then, changed course 
and travelled to Vilna in Poland in 1938 to work at 

the Yiddish Scientific Institute (known by its Yiddish 
acronym as the YIVO), only returning to the United 
States in August 1939, on the eve of war. In 1940, Max 
Weinreich, a founder of the YIVO, who had also fled, 
set up the Institute in New York and asked her to work 
with him – which she did for the next six years. But 
then, in 1946, she went to Germany as an aid worker 
with the Joint Distribution Committee, where she spent 
eighteen months among Jewish survivors and also 
helped to catalogue thousands of books confiscated by 
the Nazis. After her return, she married Polish political 
refugee, Szymon Dawidowicz, on January 3, 1948.

The back-story of Jewish historian, Lucy S. 
Dawidowicz, provides the context in which she 
conducted her research into the Sho’ah and wrote 
Hitler’s War Against the Jews, 1933-45. Significantly, 
her thesis that Hitler intended to murder the Jews from 
the very beginning was controversial in Holocaust 
historian circles. Indeed, labelled an ‘intentionalist’, she 
was opposed by the ‘functionalists’, who argued that 
the Final Solution evolved as World War II progressed. 
However, having chosen to go to Poland to study 
Yiddish immediately before the war and to return to 
Europe after the war to help her people, for Lucy S. 
Dawidowicz the Holocaust was much more than a 
matter for academic debate. For more information 
about her life and work, see ‘Lucy S. Dawidowicz’ by 
Eliyana R. Adler in the Jewish Women’s Archive at 
http://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/dawidowicz-lucy-s

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

 

Remembering Lucy S. Dawidowicz
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

Siyyum 
On Sunday 21st June we will be celebrating the return 
of one of our Torah scrolls, which has been repaired by 
Sofer (scribe) Marc Michaels.

The Torah had been damaged and had a large tear 
in the penultimate column, which necessitated the 
rewriting of the final page. Marc carefully studied the 
writing style and size of the existing script and copied it 
so that the replaced portion would be an exact match. 

A Siyyum, meaning completion, is a special ceremony 
which marks the finishing and dedication of the hand 
written Torah Scroll and it is customary for members 
of the congregation to assist the scribe in writing the 
final verses. The letters of the final words are written in 
outline only. As the damage was at the end of the Torah 
we are able to hold a Siyyum and invite members of 
our synagogue to participate with the guidance of the 
Sofer, in writing, letter by letter, the last verses of the 
Torah.

At the same event we will also be celebrating the 80th 
anniversary of the synagogue.

Marc Michaels has made a fascinating video that 
shows how he repaired our Torah Scroll. To view the 
video on Youtube please see “Brighton and Hove 
Torah Repair” at https://www.facebook.com/video.
php?v=10153151567865856&fref=nf

Marc Michaels has also featured on a BBC2 
programme. To find out more about the training and 
work of a Sofer search on Youtube for BBC2 My Life 
My Religion: Judaism Torah excerpt/
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Grasshoppers  
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

The four Sidrot read this year during the month of June, 
Beha’alotcha, Shelach Lecha, Korach and Chukat, 
contain some of the most dramatic episodes in the 
Torah. Over and over we witness the rebelliousness 
of our ‘stiff necked’ ancestors both individually and 
nationally and the ensuing punishments and calamities, 
culminating with the edict that Moshe and Aharon will 
not be allowed to enter 
the Promised Land. 

Of all the stories in these 
Sidrot my favourite is the 
narrative of the Twelve 
Spies. Here are the 
Israelites, barely a year 
after the exodus from 
Egypt, encamped by the 
border of the Promised 
Land. They approach 
their leader Moshe and 
request that he send 
spies to reconnoitre the 
land before they enter it. 
Moshe turns to G-d for 
guidance and is told ‘it’s 
up to you, if you want to 
send spies you may do 
so’. Moshe accedes to 
the people’s request and 
chooses representatives of each tribe to act as spies, 
giving them specific instructions as to the nature of 
their mission. 

We know the story, the spies return and ten of the 
twelve deliver a report which, instead of facilitating 
a strategy for conquest of the land, denied its very 
possibility. ‘We are not able to go up against that 
people, for they are stronger than us.’ they declared.  
‘We were like grasshoppers in our eyes and so were we 
in their eyes.’ Hysteria broke out among the Israelites 
who proclaimed ‘Let us appoint a new head and return 
to Egypt.’ G-d’s response was that the Israelites would 
remain in the wilderness for 39 more years during 
which the entire generation of adults that had left Egypt 
would perish. The next generation would inherit the 
land. The actions of the few had perverted the destiny 
of the many. 
Every time I read this Sidra one phrase from the spies’ 
report stands out for me: ‘We were like grasshoppers in 
our eyes and so were we in their eyes.’ Surely how they 
felt was a consequence of how they looked in the eyes 
of inhabitants? They should have said ‘We were like 
grasshoppers in their eyes and so were we in our eyes.’ 

Maybe the Torah is teaching us a profound lesson, that 
the way others view us is often a result of how we see 
ourselves. If we lack self respect or belief, can we really 
expect others to respect or believe in us? 

As Jews this is especially true. If we are not proud 
of our Jewish identity 
and faith. If we doubt the 
practices of our religion. 
If we assimilate into 
the prevailing culture of 
Secularism or give way to 
‘Israel bashing’ and doubt 
our rights to the Holy Land 
and the duty of Israel to 
defend its citizens. Then 
we become unconvincing 
advocates of both Judaism 
and Israel to others and 
particularly to our children 
and families. 

I was recently sent a quote 
in the name of someone 
called Goi Nasu. Although 
nobody seems to know 
who that is it still resonates 
with me and the story of 
the spies. An entire sea of 

water can’t sink a ship unless it gets inside the ship. 
Similarly, the negativity of the world can’t put you down 
unless you allow it to get inside you.

We have always had, and continue to have, many 
enemies but the greatest is the enemy within – how we 
view ourselves.

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
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BHRS
Rabbi Andrea Zanardo

Remembering Rabbi Elio Toaff  
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo 

Rabbi Elio Toaff passed away on April 29 2015. He was 
almost a centenarian, being born in April 1915. As Chief 
Rabbi of Rome from 1951 to 2002, Rabbi Toaff was the most 
authoritative personality of Italian Jewry, and a driving force 
in interfaith dialogue. History will remember him as the first 
Rabbi to ever welcome a Pope in his synagogue in 1986. 

I personally remember Rabbi Toaff at the funeral of Stefano 
Taché in 1982. That was a terrible year for the Jews in 
Italy. Antisemitism had raised its ugly head again. Jewish 
institutions and synagogues were assaulted and defaced. 
During a rally organised by the trade unions, a coffin was 
left on the stairs of the Great Synagogue in Rome. And then 
the attack came. It was on the day of Shemini Atzeret, on 
October 9 of that year. The Synagogue was packed with 
children. A commando of Palestinian terrorists attacked 
the worshippers with machine-guns and hand grenades. 
The result was that 37 people were hurt, and a two year old 
boy, Stefano Taché, was killed. He was the first victim of 
antisemitism in Italy, since 1945. 

The police clearly failed to protect the Jewish community 
generally and Rome’s Synagogue in particular. The terrorists 
themselves managed to escape successfully. Rome’s Jews 
were understandably furious with the politicians. One month 
before the attack, Yasser Arafat had been welcomed in 
the Vatican, honoured in Parliament, and received by the 
President of Italy. In a graphic outburst of popular anger, 
Rome’s Jews closed the gate of the Synagogue, and made 
clear that the only politicians to be welcomed were those who 
opposed Arafat’s visit. 

That was the atmosphere when the funeral of Stefano Taché 
was held. The day before, Rabbi Toaff received a call from 
the President of Italy, Sandro Pertini. Pertini expressed his 
condolences, and his wish to attend the child’s funeral. 

Rabbi Toaff replied that he was not sure he could control his 
people. There was probably some talk of shared memories 
(Pertini had been a leader of the Italian Resistance; and 
Rabbi Toaff had been a partisan). Certainly, there was no 
agreement in the end. But nonetheless, the President, with 
his peculiar undiplomatic style, showed up that morning at 
the Great Synagogue of Rome. While Pertini walked out of his 
Presidential automobile, thousands of Jews stood in silence 
and held their breath. Rabbi Toaff moved towards Sandro 
Pertini with open arms. They embraced in silence, and then 
the Rabbi took the President’s arm, and the two marched 
together, showing to the people their best, joint effort, how to 
re-build bridges, and how to mend wounds.

Bulletin Board for June
Saturday 6th 

Sunday 7th

Saturday 13th

Sunday 14th

Tuesday 16th

Friday 19th 

Saturday 20th

Sunday 28th

Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
Shabbat Doroteinu and Shabbaton 10yrs + , 10.30 am 
followed by Cheder chavurah lunch and activities

Stonesetting of Jack Becker z”l, 2.00 pm

Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am

Cheder Open Morning, 10.00 am

Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm

Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
Havdala on the beach, 10.00 pm 

Cheder Maccabiah Day including Cheder chavurah lunch, 
10.00 am

Please note that the Bulletin Board may be subject to change. 
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HHC
Rabbi Vivian Silverman

Waterloo and the Rothschilds
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

There is a myth that, in order to deceive the Stock 
Exchange, Nathan Rothschild (founder of the English 
house), followed the Duke of Wellington to the 
battlefield of Waterloo. When he saw the way the battle 
was progressing, he sent word to London, depressed 
the market with hints of defeat, bought the depressed 
stock and cashed in on a fortune when the official news 
of victory arrived!

The Anglo-Jewish historian, Lucien Wolf, gave the true 
facts in an article for the Daily Telegraph in January 
1913.

Nathan Rothschild was the first to receive news of the 
victory, but it was not until 20 June (two days after the 
battle), that he left London for Brussels and then it was 
under Treasury instructions to despatch a consignment 
of gold to British headquarters.

Through couriers and ships at the ready, Rothschild 
was able to outstrip the usual means of information. 
Agencies had already been set up at Dover, Calais, 
Ostend and other ports on the South Coast of England 
and on the Continent.

Shortly before the battle, Nathan sent his brother-in-
law, Moses Montefiore, to Dunkirk to organise a news 
agency, with an express service to Brussels. When 
the victory was briefly announced in a gazette around 
midnight on Sunday 18 June 1815, it was obtained by 
a Rothschild agent, and a courier was sent post haste 

to Dunkirk. The gazette was handed to a trustworthy 
sea captain who sailed to Deal. The Dover agency had 
a rider waiting and, by means of relays, the news was 
given to Nathan Rothschild on Monday night 19 June. 
Early next morning, the Prime Minister, Lord Liverpool, 
was given the news of victory but he refused to believe 
it, and it was only when despatches sent by the Duke 
of Wellington himself, reached Downing Street on the 
Wednesday evening that victory was believed and 
confirmed.

Meanwhile, Rothschild agents were buying and kept on 
buying on the stock market in face of an incredulous 
and falling market. Thomas Raikes wrote in his journal 
that he dined with Lord Willoughby and company on 21 
June and found them in breathless impatience for news 
of the battle. “I felt little alarm as I knew that Rothschild 
was purchasing stock largely and that the funds had 
risen two percent.”

So much for the slur that Nathan kept the news of 
victory to himself and depressed the market in order to 
make a fortune.

It is also recorded: A captain brought Nathan 
Rothschild a copy of a Dutch journal announcing some 
great victory of the English. Rothschild at once went to 
the Treasury and informed Lord Liverpool. They laughed 
at his “good news”, as a defeat of the English had 
been communicated the day before. But the accuracy 
of his information was proved a few days after, and his 
reputation was enhanced.

Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club
by Jacquie Tischauer 

We are just back from an amazing weekend in 
Eastbourne. Food, weather, entertainment and of 
course, the company, were great. I really believe 
this was the best weekend we have ever planned, 
but I say that every time.

Our numbers at the Lunch Club are increasing 
which I am very happy to report. Everyone is 
enjoying our programme and our very tasty 
lunches. I can’t think that there are many clubs 
like ours, which serve a three-course kosher 
meal at such a reasonable price. Many of our 
community don’t realise how important our 
Lunch and Social Club is. Ours is a club where 
new friendships can be made, enjoyable social 
entertainment is provided and our members can enjoy 
the company of others. 

If you are reading this and feel that you would enjoy 
and benefit from what we are offering, please come 

along and you will get a warm welcome. Please do 
get in touch with me if you would like to join us as a 
member or volunteer. I can be reached at Ralli Hall, 
or you can phone me on 01273 739999 or email at 
ralliday@tiscali.co.uk

Community life



8 9

ISSUE 253 | JUNE 2015

Not many people may be aware that 
near the centre of Brighton there is a 
Jewish Cemetery. This is at Florence 
Place, just off the Ditchling Road and 
it is a quiet oasis with a real charm 
and an incredible sense of history 
about it. Just inside the gates the 
unusual red-brick, octagonal Ohel 
(prayer hall) stands proud and the 
graves fan up the hill, beyond that. 

In the earliest days of our local Jewish 
community, the deceased were buried 
in London. But in 1826 Thomas Read 
Kemp donated to the community a 
plot of land just outside the town’s 
boundary for use as a Cemetery. A 
small plaque recording this gift is 
attached to the wall on the left hand 
side by the entrance. Kemp was a 
property developer who created the 
Estate that bears his name as well 
as the Brunswick Estate to the west 
of Brighton, and which he later sold 
to Isaac Lyon Goldsmid. Kemp was 
also an MP (for Arundel and twice for 
Lewes) and a clergyman (both but 
separately in the Established Church 
and for a dissenting group). Failing 
to appear at a bankruptcy hearing he 
was declared an outlaw. He died in 
Paris and is buried in the prestigious 
Père Lachaise Cemetery.

Funding to develop the Cemetery was 
raised locally including an additional 
charge on the sale of kosher meat. 
In 1837 an Ohel (Prayer House) was 
built to the design of David Mocatta 
who was subsequently to design 

Devonshire Place Synagogue, 
Brighton Railway Station, and the 
balustrades and ornamental pavilions 
on the Ouse Viaduct. There are blue 
plaques to his memory on both the 
Synagogue and the Station. That 
Ohel was demolished in 1891 and 
the current one erected to the design 
of Thomas Lainson and Son. Built in 
1891-3 this rare octagonal structure 
is constructed of terracotta brick 
and is Grade II listed. On the original 
drawings there is also an adjacent 
caretaker’s house, but this does not 
seem ever to have been built. Thomas 
Lainson himself, though not Jewish, 
was responsible for the Grade II* 
listed Middle Street Synagogue, built 
in 1874-5.

As the only Jewish Cemetery 
in the town for the only Jewish 
Congregation at that time, it is not 
surprising that many notable Jews are 
buried there. These include;

Levi Emanuel Cohen, eldest son 
of the founder of the Brighton 
Jewish community. He founded, 
owned, managed and edited 
the Brighton Gazette, a radical 
campaigning newspaper. Although 
he was imprisoned for six months 
in Chelmsford Gaol for a series 
of offences (probably politically 
motivated) he was highly respected 
and was twice President of the 
Newspaper Society.

Henry Solomon, Levi’s brother-in-law, 
was a watchmaker from London, who, 
after a series of official appointments, 
became Brighton’s first sole Chief 
Constable in 1836.  Unfortunately, he 
was assaulted in his office in Brighton 
Town Hall on 13 March 1844, by an 
offender he was interviewing and 
died the following day. There is a blue 
plaque to his memory on an outside 
wall of the Town Hall.

Hyam Lewis, another brother-in-
law, was born in Prague, but after 
naturalisation, was appointed a 
Brighton Town Commissioner, the first 
professing Jew to hold public office 
in the UK. He was the great-great-
grandfather of Lewis Cohen, Lord 
Cohen of Brighton.

Lewis Lewis, a long-standing 
President of the Brighton Jewish 

Congregation. There is a plaque to his 
memory in the lobby of Middle Street 
Synagogue.

Alderman Barnett Marks, Mayor of 
Hove, much involved in raising funds 
for the development and extension of 
Hove Hospital.

Martin Loewe, a youth of 14 years 
who died of a brain haemorrhage 
whilst sea bathing on 8 August 
1869. His memorial stone records an 
extensive poetic epitaph written by 
his father Dr Louis Loewe, at times 
Secretary to Sir Moses Montefiore, 
Librarian to the Duke of Sussex, 
Principal of Jews College, and who 
also owned a school in Brighton.

Sir John Howard, engineer and 
financier. He took over responsibility 
for the completion of the Palace 
(now Brighton) Pier when the original 
developers went bankrupt. He 
was also a noted philanthropist: 
the Nurses’ Retirement Home, two 
Wards and a wing at the Royal 
Sussex County Hospital, a ward at 
the Sussex Women’s Hospital and a 
Convalescent Home for Gentlewomen 
at Roedean, were established through 
his generosity. His pillared Peterhead 
granite memorial has been severely 
broken and is amongst those that 
need urgent repair.

Lipman Harris, who, with the sole 
exception 
of the two 
single 
examples, 
donated all 
the superb 
double 
windows 
adorning 
both sides of 
the ground 
floor at 
Middle Street 
Synagogue.

Although 
there have 
been burials 

Features

Florence Place Cemetery 
by Godfrey R Gould and Rudi Reeves
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at Florence Place as recently as the 
1970s, it has been little used since 
the opening of Bear Road (now 
Meadow View) and Old Shoreham 
Road Cemeteries. The 
whole place has become 
wildly overgrown; ivy and 
vegetation have been 
left to flourish, engulfing 
this site, invading the 
pathways and encasing 
the tombstones. The 
stained glass windows 
in the Ohel have been 
boarded over and 
building repairs are 
needed.  The site is in 
a truly terrible state. 
It is understood that 
the BHHC Board is 
in dialogue with Dr 
Sharman Kadish of Jewish Heritage 
UK, with a view to identifying any 
funding sources for this important 
work.

Several unsuccessful attempts 
have been made over the years 
to clean it up. However, in late 
2014 a local community initiative 
began via Facebook, asking for 
volunteers to come along on 
Sundays for three-hour sessions. 
This initiative has been a great 
success and has been repeated 
several times. With no electricity 
on site, it is hard manual labour, 
requiring the use of hand tools 
only, thick gardening gloves and 
sheer determination. Inroads are 

now being made as volunteers labour 
hard to cut and pull the ivy which runs 
across the site, uncovering several of 
the more accessible grave stones.

The Florence Place Jewish Cemetery 
Task Force is urgently seeking more 
volunteers for future sessions. These 
will be announced on social media 
including the BHHC Web site and 

SJN’s What’s On diary page. Or 
speak with Ivan Lyons, Treasurer 
of the Brighton & Hove Hebrew 
Congregation. Even if you can only 

spare an hour, come along 
with your gardening gloves 
and any tools you may have. 
You will be able to make a real 
difference, and of course you 
will be made very welcome. 

In the meantime, efforts are 
being made to raise money 
through Jewish Heritage UK 
and elsewhere, for future 
tasks, including the restoration 
of the many deteriorating 
grave stones. ‘Kovod ha-
mase’ - honouring the dead 
- is one of the holiest of our 
religious obligations. Thus, 

help in any form towards this holy 
task is truly a very great Mitzvah.

Note: Thomas Kemp, David Mocatta, 
Thomas Lainson, Levi Emanuel 
Cohen and Sir John Howard are all 
commemorated on Brighton & Hove 
buses.

Editor’s footnote: Godfrey Gould 
is a member of the Council of the 
Jewish Historical Society of England, 
and Vice-Chairman of the Sussex 
Branch. He acknowledges the use he 
has made of material relating to the 
current clean-up initiative in articles 
by Rudi Reeves.

Photos by Malcolm Dawes

Features

Helping Hands
Helping Hands is a voluntary network 
providing practical and emotional 
support to the Jewish community in 
Brighton & Hove.

How do we do this? We are very 
fortunate in having a group of volunteers who give their 
time in various ways – for example, by driving clients to 
and from hospital/dental appointments, or by escorting 
clients to our teas. Volunteers are involved in the 
preparation of the food for the teas and join our guests 
in the afternoon for tea and sandwiches, before helping 
with clearing up.

Befriending (either by phone or personal visits) means 
a lot to clients, especially those on their own or without 
family living locally.

Behind the scenes at Helping Hands, a member of the 
Helping Hands executive committee mans the phone 
line, and we aim to respond to messages as soon as 
possible. We keep in regular contact by text, email, 
telephone and by meeting face to face.

If we are asked for help which we are unable to provide, 
we would suggest professional support if appropriate. 

If you feel that you would benefit from being on our 
client list, then please let us know.

We are always looking for new volunteers; so if you 
have time on your hands, please get in touch. There are 
many different ways in which you can help!

Community life

01273 747722
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My Trip to South Asia
by Richard Wood 

For the past few years, it has been 
my pleasure to accompany our 
Rav HaMachshir, Rabbi Avraham 
Feigelstock, on inspections in 
Asia. This past August saw us 
spend over two weeks visiting food 
manufacturers in the Philippines, Sri 
Lanka and India. 

After arriving in Hong Kong, we flew 
to the Philippines where we visited 
clients for two days, followed by 
trips to Sri Lanka and India. Knowing 
that both Sri Lanka and India were 
both former colonies of the British 
Empire, I expected them to be quite 
similar. However, despite finding 
some similarities between Sri Lanka 
and India, like their architecture 
for example, I discovered many 
differences between the two 
countries. 

Sri Lanka is well known for its 
fruit, spices and coconut industry 
and Kosher Check certifies many 
dried fruit, spice and coconut 
manufacturers in the country. Sri 
Lanka is the fourth largest producer 
of coconuts in the world. Coconuts 
account for over 10% of agricultural 
produce in Sri Lanka. Over the past 
several years, coconut products such 
as coconut water as well as coconut 
cream have become very popular 
in North America due to the health 
benefits associated with them. While 
Sri Lanka is known for these healthy 
products, it is not generally known 
that it was initially visited by one 
of Israel’s greatest Kings and that 
Jews have resided in the country for 
centuries.

The Bible records in The Book of 
Chronicles 2 (9:21) and The Book of 
Kings 1 (10:22) that King Solomon 
started a joint venture with Hiram 
the King of Tarshish. Together they 
went on a voyage for three years to 
a faraway land. They returned with 
gold, silver, Tukiyim (Peacocks), 
Kophim (Apes) and Habbim (Ivory). 
In the ancient Tamil language spoken 
by the Tamil population of Southern 
India and Sri Lanka, the word for 
Peacocks was Thokai. It is interesting 
to note that Kophim (Apes) and 
Habbim (Ivory) were also similar in 
Tamil and Hebrew. If King Solomon 

was travelling to a distant land and 
returned to Israel with Peacocks, 
it makes sense that he would have 
visited Southern India or Sri Lanka. 

While King Solomon may have visited 
Sri Lanka during the time of the 
First Temple, Jews didn’t actually 
settle in the country until the 9th 
century. By 1170 CE, according to 
the writings of Rabbi Benjamin of 
Tudela, Spain, there were 3,000 Jews 
living in Ceylon (which is what Sri 
Lanka was called until 1972). Since 
that time, there has always been a 

small Jewish community on the island 
of Ceylon. This continued under 
British Rule and it is understood that 
a synagogue was built to serve the 
Jewish community in the 1800s. The 
De Worms brothers, members of the 
most famous of Jewish families to 
live on the Island, were cousins of the 
famous Rothschilds who owned a 
coffee and tea plantation. Today, there 
is a very small community comprised 
of a handful of members in Colombo, 
which includes a Chabad House 
that caters to visitors like Rabbi 
Feigelstock and myself. During our 
stay in Sri Lanka, we spent Shabbat 
at the Chabad House and were lucky 
enough to get a minyan. 

From Sri Lanka, we went on to India, 
visiting companies in Bangalore, Goa, 
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Indore and 
New Delhi. This was my second trip to 
India and no matter how many books 

you read or films you see, nothing 
can prepare you for the experience 
of being there. There are animals all 
over the place and when you stop 

at a red light, a cow can come right 
up to your window. Or someone can 
come up to your window to sell you 
cans of soda and snacks as you are 
waiting in traffic! One hot summer’s 
day in Vancouver as I was trying to 
get through the Massey Tunnel for 
forty-five minutes, I wished there was 
someone to come up to my car and 
sell water to me as they did in India! 
However, India is notable for more 
than just having cows and bottled 
water vendors approaching your car 
in traffic. As we were walking to shul 
for Mincha on Shabbos a young boy 
said “Hello Father,” as he walked 
past, not realising that we were in fact 
of a different faith. Quite often we find 
the locals starring at us as we may go 
into a store or wait to be picked up. I 
guess it is not everyday in rural India 
you see someone wearing a kippah or 
a fedora.

Today India has the world’s second 
largest population, third largest 
economy and is the second largest 
producer of food in the world next 
to China! Situated near the equator, 
India enjoys abundant vegetation 
and it has become a hotspot for 
food manufacturers, food producers 
and food ingredient professionals. 
It is becoming an integral part of 
the global food ingredient network. 
Different regions in India have 
become popular for growing different 
produce. For example, Bangalore 
in Southern India has become 
popular for growing cucumbers and 
producing gherkins (next time you 
pick up a jar of gherkins you might 
be surprised that they were produced 
in India). Southern Gujarat has an 
onion-growing region and many of 
the onions grown are dehydrated and 
turned into onion powder commonly 
used in household spices.

In addition, the area surrounding 
Delhi grows over 70 percent of the 
world’s mint. In fact, this is one of the 
products that Kosher Check certifies 
in India as there are many menthol 
producers there who supply mint to 
flavour products made by companies 
and manufacturers such as Colgate 
who use it in toothpaste. 

India’s Jewish Community today 
numbers roughly 5,000. Prior to the 
establishment of the State of Israel 
in 1948, this number was as high as 

India’s Jewish Community 
today numbers roughly 5,000. 
Prior to the establishment of 

the State of Israel in 1948, this 
number was as high as 50,000.

While King Solomon may have 
visited Sri Lanka during the 
time of the First Temple, Jews 

didn’t actually settle in the 
country until the 9th century.
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50,000. A majority of the community 
lives in Mumbai with smaller 
communities in nearby Pune, Delhi, 
Bangalore and Cochin in the South. 
The Jewish community traces it roots 
back to the time of King Solomon. 
More Jews are believed to have come 
to India fleeing persecution in Spain 
and Portugal. In addition, there was a 
large number of Jews from Baghdad 
who moved to India for trade with the 
Portuguese, Dutch and British rulers. 
Not only did they find a safe haven in 
India but they also experienced very 
little antisemitism throughout their 
stay in the country (a claim that many 
Jews of Indian descent make to this 
day).

One of the most prominent Jewish 
families from Mumbai was the 
Sassoon family. The Sassoons moved 
to India from Iraq in the 1830s. They 
established synagogues in Mumbai, 
Pune and Calcutta. In addition to 
this they built schools, libraries and 
Mumbai’s wet docks known as 
Sassoon Docks. 

In fact, one of my most vivid 
memories during this visit to India 
was visiting Nariman House, 
which is the Chabad of Mumbai’s 
headquarters. This was the former 
home of Rabbi and Mrs Holtzberg z’l 
who were murdered in the November 
2008 Mumbai attacks. The building 
was covered in bullet holes from  
 

where it was continuously shot at 
for two days. To this day, I can still 
remember seeing the faded Aleph 
Bet, letters of the Hebrew alphabet 
on baby Moshe’s bedroom wall (baby 
Moshe miraculously survived the 
attack and the Chabad House was 
recently rebuilt and reopened). 

So after a whirlwind trip to Southeast 
Asia, it was time to start the 40-
hour journey back to Canada. Not 
only were we able to inspect the 
kosher facilities in several fascinating 
countries but we also got to learn 
about and experience Jewish life 
in those countries. Until next time. 
Dhanyavad and Shukriya!

EMEK in Nepal

When thousands of unsuspecting lives were snuffed 
out by that gargantuan earthquake in Nepal, the world 
shuddered in horror. 

While many were 
shaking their heads, 
Israelis were packing 
their bags and heading 
out to set up an Israeli 
Army field hospital to 
do whatever they could 
to save precious lives. 

Emek’s Chief of 
Pediatric Surgery, Dr. 
Asher Pressman (left) 
together with senior 
surgeon, Dr. Yuri Berlin 
never thought twice 
about answering the 
call of humanity. Emek 
saluted and blessed 
them both as they 

joined the heroic Israeli 260-strong team, doing what Israel 
does best – sanctifying while celebrating life.  

Right behind them was Prof. Sancho, an acclaimed 
Emek medical clown – a Dream Doctor.  A guy, a genius 
who makes people smile through their tears and laugh 
despite their pain. Prof. Sancho, also societally referred 
to as Yaron Goshen, speaks every language on earth. 
The men, women and children of Nepal all understand his 
messages, his smiles, his eyes and his antics. When he’s 
around, people sometimes even forget where they are.   

Now - there’s a team who will long be remembered … by 
those who were saved and by those who witnessed their 
heroics. 

Emek is proud to share this humble story with you.

Support Emek and help us to save more lives.  Visit us at 
http://hospitals.clalit.co.il/hospitals/emek/en-us/AboutUS/
Pages/Howyoucanhelp.aspx

Editor’s Note: The rescue effort included 260 IDF 
personnel, 95 tons of medical and logistical equipment 
and two helicopters. The field hospital that was set up 
is believed to be the largest that the Israeli team have 
constructed and as in past rescue exercises, it included 
a maternity unit. The first team to arrive was a delegation 
of 11 paramedics from Magen Dovid Adom with “first-
response” 
equipment 
for the 
treatment 
of typical 
earthquake 
injuries.
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The first Jewish estate agents in Brighton and Hove. 
What makes an estate agency Jewish? We believe a 
Jewish owner and also a Jewish sales manager means 
we meet the criteria!
 
Samuel Levene, an experienced property professional, 
opened Simply Lettings in 2010. The office situated 
at 50 Goldstone Villas, Hove, specialises in letting 
properties within Brighton, 
Hove and surrounding areas. 
Following the success of 
Simply Lettings, Samuel 
decided the time was right 
in 2015 to open a residential 
sales department and began 
the process of looking for an 
experienced estate agent to 
manage this new venture.
 
In late March 2015, Julian 
Lazarus was appointed to 
manage the sales department. 
Julian has many years 
experience within estate 
agency and is also related to 
Samuel: nepotism, however, 
did not play a part in his 
appointment. 
 
Simply Sales is a bespoke, 
high quality, local and independent estate agency. We 
understand the importance of good communication, 
we are pro-active, we listen and are client motivated.
 
Instructing Simply Sales to sell your home gives you 
an immediate market advantage. Your property will be 
listed on all the most widely viewed and established 
property portals including Rightmove, PrimeLocation 
and Zoopla. We will 
also be marketing 
via traditional 
outlets paired with 
the use of social 
media to enable 
us to dynamically 
represent your 
property to the 
widest possible 
audience.
 
We understand that 
Jewish people like 
quick results, so 
we have started a 
12-week challenge. 
Instruct Simply Sales 
to sell your property 

on a sole agency basis and we will work our hardest 
to ensure an agreed deal is at solicitor stage within the 
12-week period. Our standard sole agency fee is very 
competitive at 1% plus VAT with no hidden extras. If it 
takes us longer than 12 weeks to do this, we will give 
you a 5% reduction on our fee at completion!
 
The estate agent industry often stresses that the first 

impression is the key factor in 
selling your home. Typically, 
a potential buyer has made 
up their mind twenty seconds 
after they step in the front 
door. They were already 
forming an opinion as they 
pulled up outside. That really 
doesn’t leave too much room 
for not getting it right first 
time. Each viewing could 
lead to a potential offer. If it 
doesn’t, it’s another viewing 
wasted and another potential 
buyer lost. To achieve the 
greatest possible outcome 
a home should always be 
presented at its best from day 
one. We will talk to you about 
this and if applicable offer 
you some solutions to help 
ensure your property meets its 

maximum selling potential.
 
Remember, any estate agent can reduce the asking 
price to help sell your property, we look to problem 
solve in a different, smarter way.
 
Call us on 01273 734818, email us at sales@
simply-propertysales.co.uk, check out our website 

at www.simply-
propertysales.
co.uk or pop into 
our beautiful 
office to book 
a free market 
appraisal and chat 
about how we 
can help you with 
your property 
ambitions. 
 
We look forward 
to hearing from 
you.
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Phil Grabsky’s Life in 
Film at Ralli Hall 
We’re delighted to announce that Phil 
Grabsky, award-winning documentary 
film-maker, has agreed to be Patron of the 

Sussex Jewish Film Club!

He is putting on a special evening for us at Ralli Hall on 
Sunday 7th June and we hope to see many of you there. 
It’s 7 for 7.30pm. No formal tickets - we just ask for a small 
donation on the door (about £4-£5 suggested). Cold drinks 
will be available.

During the evening Phil will tell us about his 25-year career 
in film-making and will show excerpts from several of them. 
They are not specifically on Jewish themes but we’re sure 
you’ll find some of them of interest as the subjects are wide-
ranging: e.g. artists, composers, history, social documentary, 
the making of ‘War Horse’ etc.  Phil will bring along copies of 
many of the films for sale (dvds) and so, in case your interest 
is aroused by seeing the excerpts, don’t forget to bring your 
chequebook or credit card to buy the full film! These films 
also make original and unusual gifts for friends and family.

Phil, who lives in Hove, is only part Jewish (through his 
father’s line) but he says he enjoys playing golf with the 

Sussex Jewish 
Golf Society! 
When he’s not 
playing golf he 
is a producer, 
director and 
writer. He 
shoots many 
of his own 
films and 
is regularly 
involved as a 
judge for the 
Emmy, Bafta, 
Grierson and 
One World awards. He has won numerous personal awards 
himself including Royal Television Society awards for both 
‘Best Director’ and ‘Services to Television’, and a Voice of the 
Listener and Viewer Award for ‘Services to Education.’

You might already have heard Phil talking on the radio, for 
example Radio 3 (In Tune), Radio 4 (the Today Show, Start the 
Week, The History Quiz), Radio 5, BBC World Service, BBC 
Southern Counties Radio, Classic FM, and others.  

He and his company, Seventh Art Productions, are behind 
cinema films such as ‘In Search of Beethoven’, ‘In Search 
of Mozart’, ‘Escape from Luanda’, ‘The Boy Mir - Ten Years 
in Afghanistan’ and ‘Muhammed Ali - Through the Eyes of 
the World’. These films have played in festivals, cinemas, 
and on TV worldwide, winning dozens of awards. Phil’s films 
have been a great success in the cinema: in Australia both 
‘In Search of Mozart’ and ‘In Search of Beethoven’ played 
in cinemas for months and entered the all-time top grossing 
documentaries list. 

Two co-directed films with David Bickerstaff are ‘Making 
War Horse’ – a film following the production of the smash 
theatre hit War Horse - and ‘The Making of Swallows and 
Amazons – the Bristol Old Vic Sets Sail’, both of which 
featured on Channel 4. Phil Grabsky also made the world’s 
first 3D visual arts film: ‘Tim Marlow on British Sculpture at 
the Royal Academy of Arts’. Among Seventh Art’s many other 
films are multiple singles for Channel 4 and the BBC as well 
as major series such as BBC’s ‘I Caesar – the Rise and Fall 
of the Roman Empire’. Phil, working with co-director David 
Bickerstaff, also made the acclaimed short documentary 
‘Heavy Water: a Journey to Chernobyl’, which uses Mario 
Petrucci’s poetry to explore the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. 

Recently completed are both ‘In Search of Haydn’ and, very 
recently,’ In Search of Chopin’. as well as the cinema and 
BBC film ‘Concerto – a Beethoven Journey’ about world-
famous pianist Leif Ove Andsnes and the five Beethoven 
piano concertos. 

And that’s just the half of it - Phil has also written four history 
books! His biggest project to date is the creation of a unique 
new arts brand: ‘Exhibition on Screen’, which brings major 
art exhibitions – and the stories of both the galleries and the 
artists – to a cinema, TV and dvd audience worldwide.  

What an impressive list of achievements. We look forward to 
the evening with Phil Grabsky on 7th June. Don’t miss it!
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Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams 
This will be my last message before the 2015 Annual General 
Meeting, which is due to be held on Wednesday, 10th June, 
at 7.30pm. All paid up members of B&HJCF should have 
received their AGM documents, including the income and 
expenditure page from the audited annual accounts. A full 
set of the accounts will be available for perusal at the office, 
by prior appointment, and will also, of course, be available 
at the AGM. There is still time to be nominated for a place on 
the Management Committee (see the nomination form) and, 
as always, we would welcome new, younger blood so as to 
allow the fast becoming geriatric current members to have a 
well-earned rest. However, I am pleased to say that nearly all 
of the current Management Committee members (including 
me) have agreed to be re-nominated, for which please accept 
my thanks!

I also mentioned last month that Norina Duke is retiring at or 
about the end of this month after very nearly twenty-five years 
at Ralli Hall – she will be very much missed. Since then, the 
Management Committee has ratified the offer of employment 
to Norina’s assistant, Maxine Gordon, as the new, full time, 
Centre Manager, with Jacquie Tichauer as her part-time 
assistant. More details of the new admin regime, which will 
commence on Norina’s retirement, plus Norina’s long and 
excellent service, will be provided at the AGM. However, I 
would emphasise that Jacquie will also be continuing as the 

part-time co-ordinator of the Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club, 
while they will both share the office.

The foreign student summer school season is now in 
full swing, with three rooms in the lower ground floor 
fortunately in full use for several weeks, which is very good 
for our income stream. Once Jacquie has moved to the 
administrative office, the two rooms at the rear of the stage 
will again become available for letting. I had hoped that we 
would be able to retain these rooms for occasional lettings 
only, plus Community use. However, needs must, so we shall 
soon be looking for a suitable occupier. Fortunately, the small 
complex can be made self-contained with its own entrance, 
apart from caretaker access to the loft chair store and access 
to the washing machine. 

There is constant and ever-growing competition for room lets, 
so we must keep looking for new punters and give them good 
service and facilities, in order to remain in the black and be 
in a position to continue providing the Community with their 
excellent Jewish Centre, at no real cost to them!

See you at Ralli Hall and at the AGM!

Your Views 

On counting up the miles

Congratulations to all the Brighton Marathon runners. Well 
done!
Now I know Jewish women like to brag about their 
grandchildren. Well, do I have permission to brag about my 
husband? I will anyway.
Running is close to my heart, as Jeffrey Gordon has run 
over 100+ marathons including all the London ones since 
1981, and was one of only 15 “ever presents” in the London 
Marathon until 2 years ago when he quit. And now there are 
only 12 left. He retired from running last year to devote more 
time to his work as a legal aid solicitor. He is now 81 - quite 
remarkable.
His best marathon time (not the London) was in 2:42 when 
aged 47.
He also completed the London to Brighton race (52 miles) 7 
times. His best time being 7:10 (I got exhausted just driving 
from spot to spot on the way!).
He may never have realised his talent for running if he had 
not outrun the local Bobbies in 1976 to capture an escaped 
prisoner.
Not wanting to take away any glory or ambition and terrific 
achievement from Ivan Lyons, I applaud him and wish him 
well for his future running. But the first Jew to do over 100 
marathons in the UK? No!
There are probably others as well as Jeffrey.
So join the club and hang on in there with all the other 
amazing and utterly crazy, fabulous, runners.
Best regards, 
Shirley Hale

On the Brighton Festival

The following letter was sent by Ralph R May to Andrew 
Comben, Chief Executive of the Brighton Festival.  It is 
reprinted with Mr May’s permission.
Dear Mr Comben,
You may recall that Doris Levinson, the Founding Editor 
of Sussex Jewish News wrote to you some 2 years ago 
expressing her concern on behalf of Brighton’s Jewish 
Community, that a number of events of special Jewish 
interest in both the 2012 and 2013 Brighton Festivals were 
scheduled on a Friday evening, i.e. at the beginning of our 
Sabbath, when many Jews are unable to attend.  
I feel sure you will be aware that there is strong support from 
many members of our community for your excellent Festival 
and it is very appropriate and gratifying that events like “No 
Voice Unheard” by Opera Coast were included this year, in 
70th Anniversary recognition of the liberation of Auschwitz 
and other Nazi Concentration Camps. But on the other 
hand it is equally regrettable from our point of view that the 
Benjamin Appl recital, with similar Jewish interest themes 
of Terezin and Biblical Songs, is once again arranged for a 
Friday evening. One might expect that, after the previous 
correspondence on this subject as well as sensitivity to the 
VE Day and Auschwitz Liberation anniversaries, this Friday’s 
All Saints Church concert would have been scheduled on a 
different day. My wife and I have many friends who would 
have attended with us and, if it isn’t sold out, it probably 
could have been!   
With more awareness by your team of minority cultural 
and religious needs, Brighton Festival could be even more 
successful, as we wish it to be.
Yours sincerely, 
Ralph R May
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Jewish Historical Society of England - Sussex Branch
Outline Programme of Meetings 2015 - 2016
Note: all lectures take place on a Tuesday
27 October 2015 “Pogroms in late Tsarist Russia”. Beryl 

Williams, Emeritus Reader in Russian Studies, University of 

Sussex. Beryl Williams is an expert on Russia and the author 

of many articles on Russia under both the Tsars and the Soviets 

including books on “The Russian Revolution 1917-21” and 

“Lenin. Profiles in Power Series”.  The lecture will look at new 
‘revisionist’ work on pogroms in late Tsarist Russia.
24 November 2015 “Wiener Library- family research” 
Dr Christine Schmidt, International Tracing Service Archive 

Researcher at the Wiener Library, London.

The unique International Tracing Service Archive held at The 

Wiener Library contains over 100 million pages of Holocaust-era 

documents relating to the fates of over 17.5 million people who 
were subject to incarceration, forced labour and displacement 
during and after World War II.  

26 January 2016  “The History of the Bar Mitzvah” Rabbi 

Michael Hilton, Kol Chai Synagogue. Rabbi Hilton has recently 

published a book on the History of the Barmitzvah. This ceremony 

of bar mitzvah was first recorded in thirteenth-century France. 
Rabbi Michael Hilton has sought out every reference to bar 

mitzvah in the Bible, the Talmud and numerous other Jewish texts 
spanning several centuries, extracting a fascinating miscellany of 

information, stories and commentary.

23 February 2016 “The Jews of the Persian Gulf”. Daniel 

Lowe, Curator of Islamic Collections, the British Library. Daniel 
Lowe is an Arabic language and Gulf history specialist working 
at the British Library, which has one of the world’s largest and 
evolving collections of relevant material in the form of books and 

journals, newspapers, manuscripts, archives, and paintings, sound 
recordings and moving images, electronic resources, theses, and 

maps.  

29 March 2016 “Haham Moses Gaster” Vanessa Freedman, 
Hebrew and Jewish Studies Librarian, University College, 
University of London. 

Vanessa is working on the papers of Moses Gaster, which include 
visiting cards, invitations, menus, programmes, greetings cards 

etc. These provide a fascinating insight into the Anglo-Jewish 
community in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.

A special lecture to commemorate 250 years of Jewish 
settlement in Brighton

3 May 2016 “The Synagogues of Great Britain” by Dr Sharman 

Kadish who is the Director of Jewish Heritage UK and a research 
fellow and lecturer at the Centre for Jewish Studies at the 
University of Manchester. 

Sharman Kadish is the foremost and acknowledged expert on the 
architecture and origin of synagogues in the UK and her most 

recent book “The Synagogues of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland” traces the architecture of the synagogue in Britain and 

Ireland from its discreet Georgian and Regency-era beginnings. 
Her other numerous publications include the companion 

guidebooks “Jewish Heritage in England” and “Jewish Heritage in 
Gibraltar”.

All meetings are held at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove, 
commencing at 7.45 pm. Lectures are followed by questions, 
discussion and light refreshments. There is no charge for members 
and students, but we must charge only £4 to any most welcome 
visitors.

More information can be obtained from Arthur Oppenheimer 
(arthur@aoppenheimer.co.uk) 01273 770094 and Godfrey Gould 
(g.gould915@btinternet.com) 01273 419412. 

Community life

Your News 
Births

Congratulations to the Duke and Duchess of  
Cambridge on the birth of their baby daughter,  
Princess Charlotte Elizabeth Diana, a sister for  
Prince George

grandson, born to their daughter Lheila

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Mark Abrahams, Susan Bloom, Diane Caplin, Grace 
Jackson, Lesley Kaplan, Melanie Levy, Sarah Main, Hannah 
Seltzer and to all who are celebrating special birthdays this 
month.

Weddings
Congratulations to Adam Style and Helen Salter on their recent 
marriage.

Anniversaries
Mazel tov to

Wedding anniversary

Anniversary

Get Well
Refuah Sheleimah to Braham Finestone, Alan Glynne, Sandra 
Gross, Ruth Josman, Alan Lindsey-Lewis, Ivor Sorokin, Chloe 
Woolfe and to all who are unwell or in hospital at the present 
time.

Deaths
Hastings & District Jewish Society mourns the passing of Lily 
Crabtree, a wonderful and generous lady who will be much 
missed by friends and family in Sussex and Sweden. She is 
mourned by her devoted sister Margit, daughters Marie and Julie 
and by her grandchildren, David and Sacha and by her dear 
friend Stella Harris.
We wish Long Life to the family of Steven Kranat z’l

Golfing Hero
Mazel tov to Ronnie Bloom on celebrating 50 years as a member 
of the Sussex Jewish Golfing Society.

Stonesetting
The memorial stone in loving memory of the late Phillip 

Conway will be consecrated on Sunday, 14 June at 3.00 pm 
at Meadowview Jewish Cemetery, Bear Road, Brighton.

Stonesetting
The memorial stone in loving memory of the late Joan 

Simon will be consecrated on Sunday, 21 June at 3.00 pm 
at Meadowview Jewish Cemetery, Bear Road, Brighton.
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What’s on: June 2015     
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events!

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Sundays
 ¢ Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. Tel: 

Adam on 07720 598087 

Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919 
 ¢ Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport 

Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  

at Chabad House 01273 321919
 ¢ Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Living with the times – an in depth look at the 

weekly parsha and its relevance to our times. All ladies welcome. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk 

Tuesdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  
 ¢ Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   

Tel:  01273 503708
 ¢ Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 ¢ JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members 
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 

Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)
 ¢ Bridge at Ralli Hall 10.30 am
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House.  

Tel: 01273 321919  

Fridays
 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 

month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30-5.00 pm, 

CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN JUNE 
 
      Wednesday 3
 ¢ JACS with guest local artist Polly Ballantyne speaking about her 

passion for Stained Glass. AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members 
 
Friday 5 

 ¢ Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the June issue.  
Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to 
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com 
 
Sunday 7   

 ¢ Helping Hands Tea at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 2.30 – 
4.30 pm

 ¢ Sussex Jewish Film Club presents An Evening with Phil Grabsky. 
7.00 for 7.30 pm. Drinks available. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, 
Hove 
 
Wednesday 10   

 ¢ JACS presents Desert Island Discs.  Members should bring 
their favourite CDs and tell us something about them at AJEX 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 
non-members  
 
Monday 15   

 ¢ SARID on A truly indomitable Victorian woman:  the story of 
Lady Judith Montefiore at Ralli Hall 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 
Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk  
 
Wednesday 17   

 ¢ JACS with guest speaker Dr Geoffrey Mead on Hearth & Home 
– Building Materials of Sussex at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Wednesday 24  

 ¢ JACS with guest speaker John Francis LRPS on In the 
Footsteps of General Wade – Along the West Highland Way 
and Great Glen Way at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 
pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Saturday 27  

 ¢ BEHOLD Under the Influence
 ¢ An evening of performance, created to mark the 2015 70th 

anniversary of the liberation of the concentration camps, 
genocide, and to honour the resistance of the human spirit.  
Presented by Nicki Jackowska in partnership with The 
Nightingale Theatre.  The Old Market, Market Street, Brighton, 
8.00 pm. Tickets £15/£12 Tel: 01273 201801 
 
Sunday 28 

 ¢ Norwood/Ravenswood Charity Bike Ride ending on Hove Lawns
 ¢ GRAND CONCERT at Middle Street Synagogue, featuring the 

Shabbaton Choir with Rabbi Danny Berson and Chazan Jonny 
Turgel under Musical Direct Stephen Levey. Tickets £20 from 
07811 527705. Tickets must be booked by June 17 
 
Special events  

Sunday 14
 ¢ Torah Nursery Big Reunion Summer Fair 12 noon – 3.00 pm, 31 

New Church Road, Hove. Tel: 01273 328675 
 
Sunday 21 

 ¢ Clean-up at Florence Place Cemetery 12.30 – 3.00 pm 
 
Thursday 25   

 ¢ CST Awareness Training 2.00 – 5.30 pm. Email adam@
adamstyleaccountants.co.uk by 5 June

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 5
Fri 12
Fri 19
Fri 26

Out 

Sat 6
Sat 13
Sat 20
Sat 27

Light Candles 

8.50 pm
8.56 pm
8.59 pm
9.00 pm

Havdalah 

10.19 pm
10.26 pm
10.30 pm
10.30 pm

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread 
available weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch 

Brighton from Premier Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so that 
we know how many to supply. Orders can be 

collected on Thursdays or Fridays. 


