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volunteers for reporting, editing and circulating 
each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

COVER IMAGE:  The central support of The Bridge of Strings (Hebrew: םירתימה רשג Gesher HaMeitarim), also called the Chords Bridge or 
Jerusalem Light Rail Bridge, which is a cantilever spar cable-stayed  bridge. Photo by Brian Megitt.
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During the past month we have had Yom HaShoah, Yom HaZikaron and Yom Ha’Atzmaut. The 
long-reaching effects of the Nazi regime and World War II are still very much with us, even 

though the survivors are few. 

The current feature film, Woman in Gold, deals with one aspect of this and in this issue there is 
an overview of both the film and the true facts upon which it is based.

Spring is with us and we wish all our readers a pleasant creamy and cheesy Shavuot. Enjoy 
spending time outdoors in our beautiful Sussex.

The long-reaching effects of the Nazi regime and World War II 
are still very much with us.
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
•	 are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
•	 accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•							welcome	readers’	contributions	but	reserve	the	right	to	edit,	cut,	decline	
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.
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Your Views 

“First outsiders have a different perspective.”
Does that mean that all those who have a different 
perspective are outsiders? Or does it mean that to be 
an insider you have to agree? And what exactly does 
this agreement have to be about?

Do not all people deserve their promised land? It is 
not only non-Jews or non-Israeli Jews who are in 
despair at the Israeli election results. There are lots of 
Israelis - Jews and non-Jews - who do not support 
the new Netanyahu administration any more than they 
supported the old. There are lots of non-Israeli Jews 
who are part of the despair. 

The Sussex Jewish News should not assume that we 
are all on the rightwing bandwagon.

Anthony Bilmes

 

Dear Mrs Levinson, 
Thanks again for your kind reaction and advice. I spoke 
with Diana Franklin here at the Centre for German-
Jewish Studies at the University of Sussex about my 
project.

I contacted you because I am particularly interested 
in hearing about readers’ experiences on board ships 
traveling to Palestine between 1920 - 1939 and would 
be very keen to include any letters, pictures, newspaper 
articles, films etc., in my research project on the “ship 
as a place in Jewish history“, which might give me an 
insight into the feelings, experiences and ideas of Jews 
and non-Jews alike on their way to Palestine. 

I don’t know if the readers of the Sussex Jewish News 
are interested to share their experiences, but I have 
already received good feedback from other newspapers 
and readers. 

If you think there is a possibility that your readers could 
be interested, please contact me at the email address 
below.

Many thanks/Toda Raba.

Yours sincerely, 
Dr Björn Siegel
DAAD-Fachlektor
Centre for German-Jewish Studies
Department of History, University of Sussex
Email: B.Siegel@sussex.ac.uk

Your News & Views

Births
Mazel tov to Janice Greenwood whose daughter  
Judith, gave birth to a baby girl, Ariella Liora on April 1. 
Mother, baby and father Daniel are doing well. 
Mazel tov to Penny & Michael Phillips on the birth of 
their 3rd grandchild, Dylan. First baby for Kate &  
Matthew.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Gail Kerpel, Michael Miller, Rabbi Elizabeth 
Tikvah Sarah, Cyril Sugarman, Susan Wayne and all 
who have special birthdays this month.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to all who are in hospital 
or unwell and particularly to those who have been 
suffering from the current ‘flu virus which has laid low 
so many members of our community.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to:
• the family of Mrs Nita Lawrence z’l 
• the family of Edwin Prince z’l
• the family of Alan Style z’l

Give-Away
Cot and mattress in good condition available – 
preferably to someone who reads SJN and who will 
give a donation to charity. Please contact Eleanor on 
axvq70@dsl.pipex.com

Erratum
We apologise for an error in our Deaths column in the 
April issue of SJN. This should have read Frank Davis 
z’l and we are sorry for any upset that this may have 
caused.

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 
into hospital, please get in touch with info@

sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 
07789 491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be 

contacted to visit.

Thank you
Alan Burke would like to thank his many friends 

for their “get well” cards and good wishes received 
following his recent operation in hospital.

Thank you
Irene, Adam and David Style would like to thank 

everyone for their kind messages of sympathy 
during this difficult time following the loss of Alan.
Your words are a great comfort as we grieve the loss 

of our dear husband and father.
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Community life

Hope you all had a nice Pesach and are now looking 
forward to the lovely weather.

Rabbi Efune took a short mock Seder which was 
enjoyed by all. We are very grateful to him for visiting 
us every Tuesday and taking a lively discussion group. 
In the afternoon Richard entertained us. It was lovely to 
see our members and volunteers getting up to dance 
and we had a very enjoyable afternoon.

We enjoyed our weekend away to Eastbourne and I 
hope to have a few photos to show you in the near 
future.

I am glad to say our numbers are increasing and we 
really are a social club. It is so nice to see our members 
making new friends and making arrangements to meet 
outside the Lunch and Social Club. I know many people 
think the Lunch and Social Club is for elderly people 
but I can assure you that we welcome people of all 
ages to come and enjoy our lovely lunches on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.

We offer computer lessons and on a Thursday morning 
we have Bridge classes. Please don’t forget you can 
come and play Bridge from 1.45pm in the afternoon 
and enjoy afternoon tea with us.

On the 10 May we are a having a Race Night, which is a 
new fundraising event. Please come along and support 
us. In June we plan to go on an outing to the garden 
centre, which is always a great success and much 
enjoyed by all.

We are glad to say that our own website is up 
and running, with details of our lunch menu and 
upcoming events. You will find it at http://www.
lunchandsocialclub.co.uk - so please have a look.  If 
you are interested in any of the above, please contact 
Jacquie on 01273 739999. 

Enjoy the sunshine!

On Saturday 21st March, the Eastbourne Hebrew 
Congregation took great delight in celebrating Linda 
Taylor’s birthday. It is incredible that this wonderful lady 
is 80, as she is so active and energetic. It was lovely 
to see her family at the Shul. She was surrounded by 
her husband, two daughters, son, grandchild, great 
grandchild and many friends. She is amazing; she is 
our secretary and our chairman Ronnie’s wife. The 

Shul could 
not function 
without this 
wonderful 
couple. Linda 
even arranged 
a delicious 
kiddush. 
She was 
presented 
with a plaque 
extolling 
her many 
virtues. I can’t 
speak highly 
enough of 
this wonderful 
lady.

To allay the fears of Jewish voters in the UK, 
following the recent terrorist killings in France and 
Denmark, the prime minister, David Cameron, 
announced £11 million of new funding at the 
Community Security Trust’s annual dinner last 
month. The money will be available for the 
financial year 2015-16 and will be administered 
by the CST. It will include over £7 million to fund 
security guards at private Jewish schools, £3 
million for security at synagogues and community 
centres and £1.5 million towards the purchase 
of equipment such as CCTV. David Delew, chief 
executive of the CST said, “We regret that these 
added security initiatives are necessary, but we 
hope that our community will be comforted that 
both the Government and the CST are doing their 
utmost to provide real support against the terrorist 
threat that sadly exists”. 

The CST Needs You! The Community Security 
Trust is currently recruiting. Volunteers will go 
through a full training 
programme ensuring 
they are able to help 
protect the Jewish 
community. Contact: 
recruitment@cst.org.
uk or call 020 8457 
9999.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club Report  
by Jacquie Tichauer

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation  
by Stella Harris

PM Announces Funding For 
Security 
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Community life

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams 

Our upcoming Annual General Meeting will be held 
on Wednesday the 10 June at 7.30pm. This is earlier 
than usual as the AGM will be followed by a Reception 
in honour of Norina Duke, our long standing Centre 
Manager, who will be taking a well-earned retirement after 
nearly twenty-five years running the office at Ralli Hall.

Norina actually took up her post in October 1990 – initially 
a part time position in a cash-strapped organisation 
that had been forced to close its doors and make its 
previous employees redundant earlier that year, then was 
fortunately able to re-open its doors thanks to the help 
of a few very generous members of the Community. We 
also had to contend with a nasty outbreak of dry rot in 
the ground floor toilets that had almost wiped out what 
was left of our finances at the time. I had only just been 
voted in as the Hon. Chairman, earlier in the year, after 
spending the previous two years on the Youth Council 
(as the Management Committee was then called), first as 
a committee member then as the Hon. Vice-chairman. 
Together with the other members of the Youth Council, 
Norina and just a single part time cleaner, we had a 
mammoth job ahead of us, but twenty-five years later, the 
Jewish Centre at Ralli Hall is still here and thriving, albeit 
now aimed at the more senior end of our Community as, 
unfortunately, youth clubs, as we were then, have just 
about ceased to exist throughout the UK, apart from in 
the most deprived areas of the country.

After twenty-five years in the job, what Norina does 
not know about the running of the Jewish Centre could 
probably be written using a thick-nibbed pen on the back  

of a postage stamp and she will, no doubt, be a very 
hard act to follow. However, she must have a successor 
and, subject to formal ratification by the Management 
Committee at the next committee meeting and the 
usual probationary period, the part time Administrator of 
several years, Maxine Gordon, will be stepping into her 
shoes as the full time Centre Manager. 

This will, of course, leave another large gap to fill and, 
with the same provisos, Jacqui Tichauer, currently the 
part time Co-ordinator of the Ralli Hall Lunch & Social 
Club, will join the team to take up Maxine’s previous 
position, thus sharing her time between the two charities. 
She will also move into the main Administration Office, 
next to the Beckerman Lounge, so from then on, the 
office will be manned full time, although Jacqui will 
be keeping strictly to her separate duties on different 
days of the week. The Committees of the two charities 
both sincerely believe that this new way forward will be 
exciting and fruitful, with mutual benefits for them and the 
whole Community. I would like to wish them both all the 
best in their new posts, which will formally commence 
when Norina retires from her post towards the end of 
June.

During the course of the next few weeks all paid-
up members of B&HJCF will receive their AGM 
documentation, which will include a nomination form and, 
as previously mentioned on numerous occasions, we 
would very much welcome “new blood” on what is fast 
becoming a quite “geriatric”, although still keen to serve, 
Management Committee!

See you at Ralli Hall and at the AGM!

Brighton Festival 2015 
The following events may be of interest to our community:
Wednesday 13 May at 8.00 pm
Rachel Holmes on Eleanor Marx
The author of a sensational biography of the daughter of 
Karl Marx will speak about this extraordinary woman’s 
life.
Brighton Dome Studio Theatre £10

Monday 18 May at 7.30 pm
Edmund de Waal, I Placed a Jar
Celebrated ceramic artist and author of  ‘The Hare 
with Amber Eyes’ will be talking about the intersection 
between words, pots and music.
Studio Theatre £10
You can book tickets to all Festival events either online 
at brightonfestival.org, by ringing 01273 709709 or in 
person at the Brighton Dome Ticket Office, 29 New Road, 
Brighton BN1 1UG.

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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The Runs

Ivan Lyons has competed in all 5 previous Brighton 
Marathons and wasn’t looking for a particularly fast time 
this year, but was still pleased to finish in 3:39.

The 2015 Brighton Marathon was his 85th marathon and 
all being well, the 100th will be in Jerusalem in 2 years 
time, close to his 50th birthday. He aims to be the first 
Jew in the UK to have run in 100 marathons!

When Tony 
Bloom 
decided to run 
a marathon 
to support his 
wife Linda’s 
fantastic 
charity – 
Overcoming 
Multiple 
Sclerosis 
(OMS) – he 
set himself 
the goal of 
boosting the 
profile of OMS 
and raising 
over £100k for 
the charity.

Despite a lack 
of training due 
to a number of 

injuries, Tony completed the 26.2 mile Brighton Marathon 
on Sunday April 12 in an impressive 3hrs 49 mins and is 
well on track to meet his fundraising target.  Incredibly 
his friends and business colleagues had donated more 
than his £100,000 target via his Just Giving page at www.
justgiving.com/Tony-Bloom1

For Tony, the fundraising drive for OMS is a deeply 
personal matter. Linda was diagnosed with MS 12 
years ago. From being confined to bed and totally 

incapacitated, her health showed dramatic improvements 
by following the OMS lifestyle-based recovery 
programme.

She was so inspired by the programme that she set up 
the OMS charity to support its great work and spread its 
positive message to people with MS around the world.

Tony said: “While there is a lot of effort that goes into 
training for a marathon, it is nothing compared to the 
amount of hard work, heart and soul that a very special 
group of people put into OMS.”  He added that “The 
charity takes people with MS on a journey and shows 
them how diet, exercise, meditation and self-belief can 
make genuine and long-lasting improvements to their 
health and outlook on life.”

The £100k will go towards supporting research into life-
style based factors to help in MS management as well as 
directly supporting the MS community.

OMS Chief Executive Gary McMahon welcomed the 
amazing fundraising effort. He said: “These valuable 
funds will be used to expand our reach into the MS 
community here in the UK. There are over 100,000 people 
already diagnosed with MS and that figure is increasing 
by 2,500 each year. We will spend the money providing 
direct support to the MS community, raising awareness 
of the opportunities for managing symptoms, improving 
overall health outcomes to this vulnerable community 
and providing education resources to the wider group of 
health professionals that look after them.”

Counting up the miles

Albion owner Tony Bloom likes to stretch himself

Brighton Marathon Mini Milers
Some of the children from the community took part in the 
Mini Mile as part of the Brighton Marathon.   Seen here 
are Mia Breuer, 11, Joshua Firsht, 14 and Adam Firsht, 
12.

Joshua came 2nd in his under 15 age group. Adam came 
5th in his under 13 age group. 

Mia Breuer,11, took part in the under 13 girls run for the 
first time.

Left to right: Ronnie Bloom, Phil Saunders (ran with 
Tony and finished 1 second ahead of him), Tony 
Bloom, Linda Bloom, Joshua Bloom (7), Ella Bloom 
(2)
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Emma is the second oldest of my 
three daughters and, being the 
middle one, always strived not to 
live in the shadow of her older and 
younger sisters.

Emma, always a good eater, took 
an interest in cooking at quite a 
young age, often watching me and 
wanting to know what I was doing 
and what ingredients I was using 
etc. 

My husband Bernie and I used 
to do a lot of travelling when the 
kids were younger, so Emma 
was fortunate enough to have 
experienced a lot of wonderful 
places: it was that influence of 
travel that broadened her palate 
and she was always interested in 
trying new food.

Emma wasn’t a well-behaved child 
in school, often criticised for not 
concentrating, but the one thing 

she always did well at on her school 
report was Home Economics. 
I remember her sense of 
achievement whenever she brought 
a dish or a cake home that she had 
made at school. At 16 she made 
a tough decision between going 
to college and doing A Levels, or 
going to catering college. We left 
the decision to her, as whatever we 
would have suggested she would 
have done the opposite! She chose 
A Levels and university after which 
time she moved to London to start 
work in publishing and advertising. 
Once Emma got an idea into her 
head, she wouldn’t let it go and she 
was desperate to take a year off to 
go round the world, so at 24, she 
packed in her job and set off her on 
her own.

It was hard for her to come back 
and settle down again but her 
dream job in travel publishing came 
up and she took it. Having seen 
an opportunity in the luxury spa 
market, she decided to set up her 
own travel business and persuaded 
her big sister Deborah to give up 
a successful career 
in law to do it with 
her. Now in its 13th 
year with a ten 
strong team; they run 
esssentialescapes.
com, which does 
luxury spa holidays 
and totstoo.com, 
which does luxury 
family holidays. They 
have won a number 
of travel awards.

Emma is a very ambitious and 
determined person, but what meant 
the most to her was settling down 
and having children. Once the 
business was running successfully 
and she had finished having her 
family, she was able to indulge 
her love of cooking a bit more, 
always throwing dinner parties. I 
didn’t learn that Emma had entered 
MasterChef until she had been 
offered one of the 40 places, but 
I wasn’t surprised: if anyone was 
going to go on national TV to find 
out just how good they were at 
cooking, it was Emma!

She remained very tight-lipped 
about her progress throughout the 
competition, which was tough on 
me but I just seemed to know she 
was doing well - a mother’s instinct! 

This article was submitted before 
the final of MasterChef aired on 
television, and just before we went 
to press. Many congratulations 
to Emma on her achievement in 
reaching the final 3.  

Features

Emma Spitzer – MasterChef? 
by Hilary Barnett

From the SJN Kitchen
For the milchig festival of Shavuot, here is a sure-fire 
recipe for Croque Cacher Pas Grillé.  You will need:

• 2 slices of bread
• butter
• sliced cheese of preference
• sliced cucumber 
• sliced tomato
• sliced onion (optional) 

Shmear butter on the two slices of bread. Place slices of 
cheese on the buttered side of one of the bread slices.  
Place layers of each vegetable atop the cheese before 
placing the second slice of bread on top, buttered side 
down.  Cut diagonally into halves or quarters, as desired.  
Serves 1. 
Repeat for number of people present or to meet hunger 
needs.
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The first Israeli election I experienced 
was in the summer of 1961. I was in 
Yeshivah in Jerusalem and heard both 
Ben Gurion and Begin campaign. There 
was no comparison. Ben Gurion was dull 
and uninspiring. Begin was magnetic 
and charismatic. But Ben Gurion won 
more than twice as many votes as Begin 
did. The left-wing socialist monopoly 
of power in Israel would continue until 
1977. I learnt then that elections had little 
to do with charisma or indeed honest 
politicians, for there was none as honest 
and materially modest as Menachem 
Begin. 

Given the Israeli system of proportional 
representation, there will always be a 
wide range of parties. And given that no 
party has ever got over 50% of the votes 
cast, it would be impossible to govern 
without coalition partners. Mapai, Ben 
Gurion’s party, would win around 45 
votes and in the early years governed 
thanks, in the main, to the votes of 
the left-wing Mapam (around 18) and 
the National Religious party (12) who 
naturally were paid their prices. But times 
change. The old order is out.

The issues that faced Israel then were 
of the same order as those facing Israel 
today, even though the circumstances 
are very different:

•  What place would religion play in the 
state?

•  How would the government deal with 
housing its citizens?

• The economy.

•  What would be the relationship with 
Israeli Arabs?

•  How could one make peace with the 
outside Arab world?

Over the years the issues have remained. 
Although each one has become more 
complex, the categories remain the 
same:

•  Whereas once the Charedi citizens 
were a despised minority, now they are 
growing exponentially and need huge 
infusions of cash to support a religious 
life that despises secular education and 
in general refuses to shoulder its share 
of the security issues.

•  Large, state-funded housing and 
building cheaply on occupied territory 
once helped provide affordable housing 
for thousands. But the switch from 
socialist housing to capitalism has 
meant that market forces determine 
prices. Those with money from within 

Israel or world Jewry want to be in 
Tel Aviv or nearby Haifa or Jerusalem. 
But housing there is now prohibitive. 
The only option is to live further 
away where housing is cheaper, but 
then that affects jobs in the centre. 
Demonstrations of mainly middle-class 
Israelis who cannot afford Tel Aviv life 
have highlighted the financial divides in 
the country. The gap between the rich 
and poor in Israel is growing wider and 
more problematic.

•  Relations with the Israeli Arab 
population are fraught. Most of them 
say they’d prefer to live under Israeli 
authority than Palestinian, but even so 
they feel discriminated against in Israel. 
They do not have to serve in the army, 
but this then limits job opportunities 
and benefits. But they can vote and sit 
in the Knesset. This year, for the first 
time, their fragmented parties of the 
left and right, religious and secular are 
uniting. Something the Jewish religious 
parties show no sign of achieving.

•  Once Israel was at war with the 
entire Arab world. Now its conflict is 
essentially with the Palestinians. But 
they are divided into Hamas, which 
wants Israel eliminated, and Fatah, 
which is divided between those who 
want accommodation and those who 
prefer to hold out for more.

The one major difference nowadays 
is that the Israeli economy has done 
remarkably well. If the actual facts have 
changed over the years, the issues have 
not. 

I heartily dislike and distrust politicians. 
Politicians are an unattractive breed 
of self-interested wheeler-dealers. 
No honest, self-respecting man or 
woman can survive with integrity intact 
in a system of constant bargaining, 
disagreement, and shifting alliances. It is 
the same everywhere of course. Israeli 
politicians are particularly prone to come 
and go, rise and fall. Each election a new 
“saviour” arises, and each time he or she 
shines for a while and then fades.

The fact is that Israel is a very divided 
and mixed but vibrant country with lots 
of different minorities and interests. 
Outsiders like to think elections will lead 
to rational clear-cut decisions, but they 
rarely do. Politics are messy. Democracy 
is messy. But, dammit all, don’t we 
prefer democracy, inadequate as it is? 
So why are we such sore losers? When 
George W. Bush won, the liberals wept 
and swore to leave the country. When 

Obama won, the right swore he’d ruin it. 
Somehow we survive because we have 
other institutions.

Now that Netanyahu has won, the left 
wing is ready to up and leave. Obama 
sent his men to influence the election 
and then gets petulant like a child 
because it did not turn out the way he 
wanted. He is threatening to throw Israel 
under the bus. Let him, I say. Israel 
voted. Respect the vote, even if you 
hate it. Otherwise you cannot argue for 
democracy. It’s their country, not yours. 
So they are back where they started - 
that’s their choice.

Sure Netanyahu scared the electorate 
against the Left, just as the Left tried 
to scare everyone against Netanyahu. 
The Left doesn’t want the religious, the 
right or the Russians. The Right doesn’t 
want the left or the Arabs. Each partner 
in a messy coalition will sap the blood 
of the others. It’s possible (but unlikely) 
that Netanyahu and Herzog might form 
an alliance, but if they do it will only 
hobble them both. There is no one there 
who can be a game changer. It’s not 
completely dissimilar to the Republicans 
desperately trying to find a presidential 
candidate who can bring all wings of the 
party together. Change will only come 
when both sides want it badly enough.

It’s at moments like this that I can see the 
sense in the Charedi position that all of 
this is meaningless, it is all in the hands 
of the Almighty. Yet ironically the Charedi 
leadership still insists its people should 
vote, not so much for the good of the 
country, but because it wants to get its 
hands on the money.

Logically, I despair. I see no solution. And 
I agree, no deal is better than a bad deal. 
But what can you and I do? We want 
Israel to survive and be strong. We want 
peace. But we do not want capitulation. 
It’s like a bad marriage. Both sides are 
usually to blame.

It’s the Almighty who got us into this 
mess. Just as He did when He took us 
out of Egypt and landed us amongst the 
Canaanites. I guess He will have to solve 
it because we do not seem able to.

The Talmud says in Shabbat 32a: “You 
do not stand in a dangerous place and 
hope that God will perform a miracle for 
you.” You have to try to find a solution 
yourself. But what if you can’t? What else 
can you do but pray?

Reprinted from Jeremy Rosen’s Blog of 
19 Mar 2015

Features

Israeli Elections
by Jeremy Rosen
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We had left the shores of England behind 
us and at some point crossed the course 
taken over four hundred years previously 
by the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa 
Maria. Finally we sailed into the Caribbean 
where I was to discover a treasure chest 
of surprising and exciting information, 
which I would like to share with you.

The Caribbean of Columbus, the 
discovery of the New World, exploration, 
navigation and piracy: this is the stuff of 
history, history that we do not normally 
associate with Jews. However, the spirits 
of Jews of a bygone age had passed this 
way and undoubtedly left their mark.

Amongst their number were such 
men as Sinan, the Jewish pirate 
who was Second-in-Command to 
the feared Barbarossa. There was 
Rabbi Samuel Palache, sometime 
pirate and founder of the Jewish 
community in Holland. They sailed in 
ships named, ‘The Prophet Samuel’ 
and ‘The Shield of Abraham’.

But, in order to understand the 
Jewish background, it is first 
necessary to go back in time to the 
reign of King Solomon when trading 
posts were established in Sephard 
in the Iberian Peninsular. After the 
destruction of the Temple by the 
Romans, some exiled Jews went to 
Sephard, where they subsequently 
lived under the Visigoths, Vandals, Moors 
and eventually the Spanish Catholics and 
so to 1492.

By then, the half-million Jews living 
in Spain represented fifty percent of 
European Jewry. They had done well, 
establishing a merchant class and an 
educated élite, but also had become 
despised by the uneducated masses. 
This familiar story resulted in pogroms 
and the 1391 Massacre of Seville. 
Many survivors, known as ‘Conversos’, 
converted to Catholicism in order to hide 
their true identities. Those who secretly 
continued to practice Judaism were 
called ‘Marranos’(translated as pigs). 
Columbus set sail in1492 and Queen 
Isabella of Spain appointed Torquemada 
as Grand Inquisitor, to oversee the ‘ Holy 
Terror’ and expelled the Jews from Spain. 
Historical research now indicates that it 
was not a coincidence that the two events 
were separated by only a few months. A 
number of Spanish scholars have now 
concluded that Columbus, known in Spain 
as Cristobal Colon, was a Marrano. Simon 
Weisenthal concluded that the 1492 
voyage was motivated by a desire to find 
a safe haven for the Jews. Furthermore, it 

is known that the voyage was postponed 
by one day. The original date of the 
enaction of the expulsion, happened to be 
TishaB’Av. In the contractual negotiations 
with Queen Isabella, a prominent Jew 
named Louis de Santangel aided 
Columbus. The voyage was not financed 
by the Queen, but by Santangel and 
Gabriel Sanchez. This is evidenced by the 
fact that the first letter sent back to Spain 
by Columbus was written to Santangel 
and Sanchez, thanking them for their 
support.

The maritime history of the sixteenth 
century was to a large degree determined 
by Piracy. Pirates, or ‘Privateers’, were 

not just the savage sea-going vagabonds 
depicted by Hollywood. Their services 
were enlisted on behalf of nations in the 
disruption of the trade and transport 
of goods and precious metals of their 
enemies.

During this period, the power in the 
eastern Mediterranean lay with Suliman, 
the Ottoman ruler. Suliman was served 
by the pirate Barbarossa, whose Second-
in-Command was a Jew named Sallah 
Sinan. Suliman ultimately became ‘Kaptan 
Pasha’, the Commander of the Ottoman 
navy. His personal flag was a six-pointed 
star known as the ‘Seal of Solomon’. 

Rabbi Samuel Palache was raised in the 
ghetto of Fez in Morocco, where refugees 
from the Spanish Inquisition swelled the 
population. It had become a magnet for 
Talmudic scholars including the Palache 
family who were descended from six 
generations of Rabbis. Samuel Palache 
led licensed pirate fleets to make war on 
the Spanish. He was known to have a 
Jewish cook on board to prepare Kosher 
meals. In 1612 he was responsible for the 
formation of Holland’s first Synagogue, the 
Nve Shalom and was elected as its first 
President. It is recorded that when he died 

in Amsterdam, twelve hundred people 
took part in the funeral procession.

The biggest bullion robbery in history was 
aided by Moses Cohen Henriques whose 
advice to the Dutch Vice-Admiral, Piet 
Heyn, led to the capture of twelve Spanish 
galleons laden with silver. In today’s 
money the haul was valued at 1.2 million 
pounds, a sum that, at one stroke, solved 
Holland’s economic crisis. Henriques later 
reigned over his own private island off the 
coast of Recife and was known to have 
advised the legendary Captain Morgan, 
the leader of the guild known as the 
‘Brethren of the Coast’. 

Recife itself was declared to be a 
colony of religious tolerance and was 
thus a safe haven from the spreading 
Inquisition. The Jewish population was 
greater than that of Amsterdam and the 
colony was known as the Port of the 
Jews. 

The history of the Jews of the 
island of Jamaica has a link with the 
readmission to England. Initially, Jews 
were barred by the Spanish from 
settling in their colonies however, by 
1534 the Emperor Charles V issued 
licences for Conversos to settle there. 
By 1650 Jews comprised fifty percent 
of the settlers in the New World and 
fifteen percent of the Caribbean 
islands. Ironically, because of their 

heritage of denial of their Judaism, very 
few Conversos actually remained Jewish. 

The background to the English conquest 
of Jamaica involves two Jews. It was 
Antonio Carvahal, the leader of London’s 
covert Jews, who advised Oliver Cromwell 
that Jamaica could be captured and 
promised the support of its Jews. Simon 
de Caceras, a Jewish international 
merchant friend of Cavarhal, recruited a 
crew for his ship, the Prophet Samuel, 
in order to engage the Spanish ships 
on the high seas, thus leaving the way 
open for the English invasion. Cavarhal 
was rewarded by being the first Jew to 
be given English citizenship and in 1654 
Cromwell was to allow Jews to return 
to England for the first time since their 
expulsion by King Edward I in 1290.

In his book, Jewish Pirates of the 
Caribbean, Edward Kritzler refers to 
Columbus’ hidden silver mine in Jamaica 
and the clues to its probable location. 
My own Caribbean voyage of discovery 
enabled me to unearth my own treasure. 
The brief glimpse of the tales that I have 
related was sourced in part from Kritzler’s 
fascinating book. I would recommend it to 
you as an exciting and absorbing read.

Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean
by Bernard Swithern
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Woman in Gold  
Review by Susan Conway
Directed by Simon Curtis
Starring Helen Mirren, Ryan Reynolds, Daniel Bruhl, Katie 
Holmes, Elizabeth McGovern
US-UK co-production, 109 minutes
During the Third Reich, art and other items were stolen from 
Jews; their most precious possessions were looted by the Nazis 
throughout the European Countries. This began in approximately 
1933 and ended at the end of World War II. 
At the end of the war the Allies began to identify the countries of 
origin of such works of art and to return them to those countries. 
However, it was up to each country as to whether such works 
were returned to the original owners or their successors in title.
By 1985, years before American museums recognised the issue 
and before the international conference on Nazi looted assets 
from Holocaust victims, European countries were compiling 
inventories of missing works of art of importance. It is believed 

that The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York 
lists some 393 works and 
The Art Institute of Chicago 
some 500 works, where 
the provenance cannot be 
adequately covered for the 
War Years. Even today some 
20% of European Art, which 
was looted by the Nazis and 
well over 100,000 items, have 
not been returned to their 
rightful owners.
A pledge, agreed in 1998 
by 39 countries, was made 
to identify art stolen from 
Holocaust victims and to compensate their heirs. This was 
followed in November of that year by a major conference, when a 
similar pledge was made.
Altmann v. Austria revealed a legal ‘swamp’. Adele Bloch-Bauer 
owned six Gustav Klimt paintings, including ‘Adele Bloch-Bauer 
I’. She bequeathed them to her husband, Ferdinand Bloch, when 
she died in 1925, requesting that he leave them to the Austrian 
Gallery in Vienna upon his death. Bloch fled Austria post-
Anschluss, abandoning his property, dying in 1945 in Switzerland. 
He left his estate to surviving nieces and nephews.
The gallery acquired the paintings and, despite post-war claims 
by surviving relatives, claimed good title. This belied internal 
gallery anxieties regarding shortcomings in title. The Austrian 
Federal Monument Agency also insisted the Klimts be donated 
to the Gallery in return for an export licence for other works. Fifty 
years later, prohibitive Austrian filing fees hindered Ms Altmann 
(Ferdinand’s niece and a US resident) suing in Austria.
The Austrian authorities’ attitude somewhat contradicted other 
simultaneous Austrian initiatives. These sought compatible, if not 
uniform, understandings of history between Anschluss victims 
and modern Austrian institutions, in order to ensure a decent 
transitional outcome. Ultimately Ms Altmann sued both Austria 
and the gallery in California. The issue quickly became one of 
foreign sovereign immunity’s technicalities, with Austria losing 
in the Supreme Court. However, the actual restitution question 
was referred back to trial. Ultimately the matter was resolved by 
private arbitration under Austrian inheritance law. It concluded 
that Adele’s testatory term represented only a request to 
Ferdinand, not an obligation. The litigation lasted approximately 
six years.
This is the background to the feature film, Woman in Gold.
It’s a touching film that entertains with warmth and humour, 
while teaching us something about history, law and justice with 
enormous heart, subtlety and compassion, brilliantly acted and 
skilfully written. Helen Mirren, features as Ms. Altmann. Her 
acting is superb.
Interestingly, the Nazi war scenes were shot at the airport in 
Shoreham, West Sussex. If you have visited Vienna you are sure 
to recognise some of the sites featured. Surprisingly the reviews 
are mixed but I enjoyed the film, and highly recommend it to be 
worthy of viewing.

An Evening With Phil 
Grabsky 
Phil Grabsky is an award-winning documentary 
film-maker for cinema, TV and video, with a 

film career spanning 25 years. His subjects have included artists, 
composers, history, social documentary, the making of ‘War 

Horse’ etc. We’re honoured that he’s agreed to put on an evening 
for us when he’ll talk about his film-making and show excerpts 
from some of his films.

This evening in June with Phil Grabsky promises to be something 
a bit different for the Film Club and we look forward to seeing you 
there.

Save the date - Sunday, 7th June 7.00 for 7.30 pm at Ralli Hall.
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Saturday Evening  23 May 

• Candle Lighting after 9.58pm
•  Maariv followed by Yom Tov meal 

9.50, pm
•  Tikkun Leil Shavuot 11.00 pm – 1.00 

am

Sunday 24th May - 1st Day Shavuot

• Shacharit 9.15 am
•  The Ten Commandments will be read 

at approximately 10.15am followed 
by Children’s activity and Ice Cream 
Kiddush.

•  Service will be followed by Kiddush 
•  Communal Shavuot Lunch - A 

beautiful three course fish meal with 
wine. Vegetarian option available. 
£16 for adults & £7.50 for children 

under 13. All bookings must be in by 
Monday 18 May.

• Mincha & Maariv 7.15 pm

Monday 25 – 2nd Day Shavuot

• Shacharit 9.15 am
•  Yizkor -Please be in Shul by 11.00 am
•  Ladies’ Tea Time Tikkun 4.15pm All 

ladies of the community are invited 
to attend and, if they want, present 
a short Dvar Torah. Please notify 
Rabbi Rader on 0777 565 3897 or 
rabbibhhc@gmail.com if you would 
like to participate.

•  Mincha followed by Shiur & Maariv 
8.35 pm

• Yom Tov ends 10.01pm

Tikkun Leil Shavuot

The Sages relate that when G-d came 
to give the Torah to the People of Israel 
in the early morning of Sivan 6 He found 
them sleeping. To rectify this lapse, 
we spend the first night of Shavuot, 
till sunrise, studying Torah. We will 
be holding our Tikkun Leil for men at 
11.00pm Saturday night, 23 May. 

We will also be holding a Tea Time 
Tikkun for Ladies on the second day 
Shavuot, Bank Holiday Monday, 25 May 
at 4.15 pm.

Everyone is invited to attend and 
present talks on a Torah theme. For 
more info or to offer to give a talk please 
contact Rabbi Rader on 0777 565 3897 
or rabbibhhc@gmail.com. 

Events and Services for Shavuot 5775 – 2015

The Social Scene  
by Godfrey R Gould 

Services, Shiurim, Cheder - all these, and more, one would 
expect of a thriving Orthodox Jewish Congregation. One 
might also expect sundry other activities. We have had 
them in the past, but since the arrival of Rabbi Hershel and 
Rebbetzin Perla Rader they have increased in both number 
and diversity.
Some are specifically connected with religious events such 
as the first night’s communal family Seder. We have had them 
before. But all these have, no matter how many may attend, 
very much a family atmosphere, just right for all no matter 
how one’s circumstances might be. 
We celebrated Purim with three readings of the Megillah. 
These were accompanied by sundry joyous delights, 
including a party, and a delicious lunch. Then, come Shavuot, 
there will be a proper milchig lunch, and later a Succot lunch 
in the Sukkah - indoors if inclement, and for those for whom 
outside is too draughty, inside as well. 
Chanukah we have a M’lavah Malkah, with the lighting of 
the Menorah, another delicious meal and a speaker or other 

entertainment. Recently at these and other occasions we 
have heard from Edwin Shuker and his families dramatic 
escape from Iraq and the persecution of Saddam Hussein, 
from our former MP, Ivor Caplin, and the then current 
incumbent, Mike Weatherly. At the latter we also welcomed 
the then Mayor of Brighton & Hove, Councillor Denise Cobb, 
especially for the wonderful Salt Beef dinner! We have also 
had lovely musical entertainment from stars such as Chazan 
Dov Speier, and operatic tenor Samuel de Beck Spitzer. Of 
course, all these are accompanied with wine, soft drinks, and 
a l’chaim.
Every summer we have a great BBQ in the gardens of no.31 
- of course the weather is always perfect! And in the shorter 
days, a Quiz. I am informed that in future the Quizmaster will 
be provided with amplification to spare his vocal chords!
These are just a few of the social occasions which are offered 
to us all by our Congregation. They are made possible by 
many hard working volunteers who do a tremendous job 
offering, organising and catering this great range of activities. 
The cost is most reasonable, and the benefits incredible. 
Come along and try one (or more). All are welcome. But book 
early. Often there has to be some limit on numbers.

BHHC Cheder’s gifts to the community  
In advance of Pesach our 
Cheder children and parents 
worked to prepare festival 
packages for clients of the 
Jewish Welfare Board.  
Thanks to Rabbi Hershel and 
Perla, Arona (our packaging 
specialist), Ann & Michael 
Crook (who distributed 
the packages) and to the 
children and their parents 
who helped with putting the 
packages together. Their 
hard work helped bring a 
smile to people’s faces for 
the holiday.
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Freedom and Responsibility  
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo 

A tragedy is taking place right now in Yarmouk camp, in 
Damascus. This is home to tens of thousands of Palestinians, 
which has been conquered by the Muslim extremists of ISIS. 
Palestinians are being killed. A bloodbath is happening. But 
wait… there are no rallies in the streets, no Palestinian flags, 
no leaflets, no gruesome images to denounce the massacre. 
But surely there must be something! Every time Palestinians 
suffer because of Israel, lots of things happen: rallies, pickets, 
protests. At this very moment I see nothing of the kind. 
At the same time, Israel’s behaviour and policies are under 
perennial investigation and scrutiny. That is not because 
anyone ever questioned the rights of the Jewish State. Rather, 
Israel is scrutinised, and sometimes slandered, only because 
of the ‘tragedy’ of the Palestinians. This is often described as 
the ‘biggest tragedy of the history of the Middle East’, and 
the ‘root cause of the tension between Islam and the Western 
world’ and the ‘source of world’s instability’. 
We have been lectured on this matter even by some 
prominent Jewish personalities and intellectuals. They say 
that the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians must 
be sorted; and of course granting to the Palestinians all they 
want – Jerusalem as their capital, and the right of return for all 
the descendants of the refugees. Then peace will blossom in 
that corner of the world, and from there to all over the Middle 
East and the world as well. 
Because the Palestinian cause is so important, there 
must certainly be demonstrations all around the world, to 
protest against the slaughtering of Palestinians in Yarmouk, 
Damascus. But there are not. How strange. Why is no one 
campaigning now? Why is no one calling for the end of 
the tragedy in Yarmouk? Could it be that things are not 
that simple? Could it be that Israel is not the only country 

responsible for the fate of the Palestinians? Could it be that 
the Palestinians are relevant not because of their suffering, 
but only because they offer a good pretext to those who want 
to attack Israel? Could it be that Palestinian suffering is a 
source of concern for individuals and people, only because 
they cannot accept the right of the Jewish people, even after 
the Shoah? 
These are only my thoughts. I have little expertise of the 
Middle East. I have some knowledge of Jewish Law. 
According to such a Law, we have just started counting the 
Omer, acknowledging the beginning of the harvest season. In 
the past, offerings of barley and the first fruits, were brought 
to the Temple in Jerusalem. Jews were not permitted to 
eat anything from the harvest until the Omer offering had 
been brought. Over time, the “harvest season” came to be 
understood by the Rabbis as the moment when we ‘reap the 
fruits of our labour’, whether in business, farming or anything 
else. 
This is the time in which we reaffirm our connection to our 
community. It is a time when we reflect on the connection 
between ‘freedom’, which we experience on Pesach, and 
‘responsibility’, which is the theme of Shavuot. It is the time 
of the passage from freedom to responsibility, when we 
meditate on the purpose of our wealth, as much as when 
our ancestors devoted time to think about the cause of the 
harvest. Ever since the Biblical times, we Jews know that 
freedom and responsibility go together, and that we cannot 
have the former without the latter, both as individuals and as 
a people.

Bulletin Board for May
Saturday 2nd am

Thursday 7th

Saturday 9th

Saturday 16th

Monday 18th

Friday 22nd

Saturday 23rd 

Sunday 24th

Sunday 24th & 31st

Saturday 30th

Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
Bat Mitzvah of Faye Wilby, 10.30 am

Lag B’Omer

Book Club, 9.15 am
Shabbat Doroteinu, 10.30 am

Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am

Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 am

Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 am

Erev Shavuot Service , 6.30 pm
followed by Tikkun Leil Shavuot, a Limmud-
style study with our LAMED Team 

Shavuot Morning Service, 10.30 am

Cheder half term

Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
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May Diary 
Thursday 7  Lag B’Omer – 100th anniversary of the sinking of 

Lusitania

Tuesday 12               10.30 am Ladies Discussion Circle
   followed by Talmud Shiur at the home of Mr & Mrs 

Sam Barsam

Tuesday 19 11.00 am Talmud Shiur

Shabbat 23 Erev Shavuot
  Mincha and Ma’ariv at West Hove 
  Shabbat ends and yom Tov begins at 10.05 pm

Sunday 24                1st Day Shavuot 
                                 Shacharit 9.30 am, Mincha 7.30 pm

Monday 25  2nd Day Shavuot
                                  Shacharit 9.30 am including Book of Ruth and yizkor
  yom Tov ends 10.09 pm

Sunday 31 Stonesetting of Mrs Jean Sanger

HHC
Rabbi Vivian Silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com and rabbivcsilverman@gmail.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

A Tragic Tale of Two Ships
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

Exactly one hundred years ago this month, the liner 
Lusitania was sunk by a German U-boat. Three years 
earlier, the Titanic sank after hitting an iceberg.

Lusitania, of the 
Cunard Line, was 
steaming from New 
York to Liverpool, 
with almost 
two thousand 
passengers, and a 
crew of four hundred 
– mainly from 
Liverpool – when, 

on 7 May 1915, she was sunk off the south west coast of 
Ireland, almost within reach of her destination. She sank 
in twenty minutes.  With a loss of almost twelve hundred 
lives, it was the worst maritime war tragedy.

The German U-boat Commander reckoned the liner was a 
legitimate target because she was thought to be carrying 
United States troops and ammunition. But, she was also 
carrying many hundreds of civilians – men, women and 
children. It would be another two years before America 
entered the war, but, meanwhile, the Lusitania tragedy 
cast Germany in the role of a monstrous aggressor who 
murdered civilians in cold blood.

Titanic, of the White Star Line, was sailing from 
Southampton to New York – most of her crew were 

Southampton based 
– when she hit a huge 
iceberg just before 
midnight on 14 April 
1912. It was day five 
to six of her outward 
journey, and she 
was three hundred 
miles off the coast of 
Newfoundland, a day 

and half’s sail from New York. Fifteen hundred passengers 
and crew drowned in the icy waters of the Atlantic. It was 
the worst peacetime disaster at sea. 

Titanic sank in two and a half hours. The nearest rescue 
ship (Carpathia) to answer the SOS signal was sixty miles 
away, and would take four hours to reach the stricken ship 
– arriving some two hours after she went down.
Titanic was thought to be unsinkable and carried only 
twenty lifeboats and four inflatable rafts. Boards of inquiry 
were set up in America and England, and one of the vital 
recommendations was that there must always be sufficient 
lifeboats for a possible full complement of crew and 
passengers. In the case of Titanic, that would have meant 
fifty lifeboats.

Just as the name Titanic alluded to the ancient mythic 
race of Titan giants, so Lusitania was a reminder of the 
Roman name for Portugal. 

The loss of the finest and largest ship afloat, bearing 
the name Titanic, gave her legendary status, especially 
as she sank on her maiden voyage and was carrying 
exceptionally wealthy and famous passengers, together 
with steerage class, who were seeking a freer and better 
life in the new world.

MARTIN GROSS 
Funeral Director and
Funeral Consultant

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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At Shavuot the Jewish people celebrates a mystery. 
Apart from the esoteric mystical realm of the kabbalah, 
Jewish teaching and practice tends to be preoccupied 
with words and actions. Our source texts are packed 
with millions of words from the Torah onwards. Moreover, 
each incarnation of Judaism – from the sacrificial cult of 
the Temple, through the transformation wrought by the 
rabbis that made study, prayer and deeds, both, ritual and 
ethical, the centre of Jewish life – has been focused on the 
concrete. So, it’s easy to fail to notice the mystery at the 
heart of Shavuot, the Festival of ‘Weeks’.

In Temple times, the mystery of Shavuot was confined 
to the fact that it had no fixed date. We learn in parashat 
Emor, in Leviticus chapter 23 that the festival fell on the 
50th day after the Shabbat of Pesach (23:15-16). Our 
rabbinic stages fixed the date – interpreting the Shabbat 
of Pesach to mean the first day of Pesach. They also did 
much more: with the Temple destroyed by the Romans 
(in 70 CE), it was no longer possible to go on pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem with the early harvest, so our sages 
transformed yom ha-bikkurim, ‘the day of first fruits into 
z’man matan Torateinu, ‘the season of the giving of our 
Torah’.

On the face of it, the commemoration of the Revelation 
of the Eternal One at Mount Sinai translated into Aseret 
Ha-Dibrot, ‘The Ten Utterances’ (Exodus 20:1-14) – which 
Christians, later called ‘The Ten Commandments’ – is as 
concrete as it gets; since, as we read in the Torah, the 
words were carved by Moses on tablets of stone (Ex. 

32:15-16). The celebration of the festival on Shavuot 
morning centres on the reading of Aseret Ha-dibrot, with 
the congregation standing in a ritual re-enactment of the 
moment when the voice of the Eternal One thundered 
from the top of the mountain. But the concrete details of 
Revelation – the words on the tablets and the drama of the 
events of that day translated into words on the parchment 
of the Sefer Torah, the scroll – are misleading. 

Revelation is not a play, with a script and characters, 
with props and stage directions. The words we read do a 
magnificent job of evoking the experience of Revelation – 
the thunder and lightning, the mountain peak shrouded in 
dense cloud – but, ultimately, they cannot capture it. It is 
a mystery. The clue to the mystery lies in the location. The 
site of Revelation: a mountain in the wilderness. And not 
even ‘in’ the wilderness. If we go back to the beginning 
of the Exodus story, we find that Moses stumbled on 
the mountain when he was shepherding his Midianite 
father-in-law’s flock because he had strayed achar ha-
midbar – ‘behind the wilderness’ (Exodus 3:1). ‘Behind 
the wilderness’: the simple word, achar, an indication that 
the Eternal One cannot be captured in the ordinary spatial 
dimension in which we go about our daily lives; it was only 
when Moses accidentally led his flock away from his usual 
route, into a dimension beyond that he entered the realm 
of the Eternal One. As we celebrate Shavuot, May each 
one of us pause for a moment in the midst of what we are 
doing and saying to acknowledge the mystery beyond 
deeds and words. Chag Samei’ach!

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Shavuot and the Mystery Beyond
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

Events@BHPS 
SEDER 
BHPS held their annual communal Seder at the Ralli Hall 

with over 70 people. 
We were delighted 
that Rabbi Elli, who 
is on a phased 
return to work, was 
able to lead the 
service. She was 
assisted by children 
and adults from the 
congregation.

HEBREW CLASSES
Rabbi Elli is now holding Hebrew classes every Saturday 
morning after the Shacharit service. This is for all levels of 
proficiency. Please bring lunch with you or ring the office 
to order a bagel. All welcome but if you are not a member 
of BHPS please ring the office to register your attendance 
for security purposes.

BOOK CLUB
Book club meets at the Ralli Hall at 10.00 am, before the 
service, on the first and third Saturday of each month.

SERVICES IN MAY
Saturday 2 May – 11.00 am Mishabeirach for Rabbi Elli’s 
60th birthday. Please join us to celebrate this happy 
occasion.

Saturday 9 May – 11.00 am Shabbat Morning Service led 
by Rabbi Elli.

Saturday 16 May – 11.00 am Shabbat Morning Service 
led by Maya Skaarbrevik and the students of Beit Lamed. 
Baby Blessing of Leo and Sabrina Freedman.

Saturday 16 May - 11.00am Shabbatots –  Creative 
activities for young children (ages 2 – 7) and their parent(s). 
Come and join this vibrant group. For more information 
contact Rowena Rowley email: rowenarowley@gmail.com

Saturday 23 May – 11.00 am Shabbat Morning Service led 
by Rabbi Harry Jacobi and Hans Levy.

Saturday 23 May - 7.30 pm Erev Shavuot Service and 
Study session led by Rabbi Elli.

Saturday 30 May - 11.00 am Shabbat Morning Service led 
by Rabbi Elli.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events!

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Sundays
 � Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. Tel: 

Adam on 07720 598087 

Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919 

 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport 
Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Living with the times – an in depth look at the 
weekly parsha and its relevance to our times. All ladies welcome. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk – PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO MEETING IN MAy

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   
Tel:  01273 503708

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members 

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House.  
Tel: 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 
month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30-5.00 pm, 
CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN MAY 
 
      Brighton Festival 2-24 May
 � Offering a wide variety of programmes to suit all tastes and 

interests. Book tickets online at brightonfestival.org or ring 01273 
709709 or in person at the Dome ticket office, 29 New Road, 
Brighton 
 
Brighton Fringe Festival 1-31 May 

 � Book tickets online at brightonfringe.org or in person at One Stop 
Travel Shop, North Street, Brighton 
 
Tuesday 5   

 � Film: German Concentration Camps Factual Survey, a documentary 
by Sidney Bernstein and Alfred Hitchcock. 6.30 pm at Dukes@
Komedia, Gardner Street, Brighton.  Tel: 0871 902 5728 
 
Wednesday 6   

 � JACS with guest speaker Godfrey Gould on How the Railways 
Changed our Lives.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. 
£2.00 members £2.50 non-members  
 
From Friday 8 May   

 � Film: Phoenix at the Dukes@Komedia, Gardner Street, Brighton. Tel: 
0871 902 5728  
 
Friday 8   

 � Sussex Jewish News – Submission deadline for the June issue.  Send 
your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to sjneditor@
sussexjewishnews.com 
 
Wednesday 13  

 � JACS Getting to Know You social afternoon at AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members 
 
Monday 18  

 � SARID NO MEETING 
 
Wednesday 20 

 � JACS with guest speaker Mark Perry Nash on The Wicked Wit of 
Oscar Wilde.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 
members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Friday 22  

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation Erev Shabbat Service, 6.00 
pm at WRVS, 24 Hyde Road Eastbourne 
 
Wednesday 27  

 � JACS with guest speaker Natasha Carson on Jewish Rumania 2014.  
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 
non-members

 � Sussex Lectures  with Dominic Kniveton, Prof of Climate 
Science and Society, on Lost in translation: Understanding the 
relationship between climate and society.  Sussex University, 
Chowen Lecture Theatre at 6.30 pm

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 1
Fri 8
Fri 15
Fri 22
Fri 29

Notable Dates

Mon 4 Bank Holiday
Thu 7 Lag B’Omer
Sat 23 Erev Shavuot – light candles after 9.59 pm
Sun 24 1st day Shavuot – light candles after 10.01 pm
Mon 25 2nd day Shavuot – festival ends 10.02 pm
Mon 25  Bank Holiday

Out 

Sat 2
Sat 9
Sat 16
Sat 23
Sat 30

Light Candles 

8.03 pm
8.14 pm
8.25 pm
8.34 pm
8.43 pm

Havdalah 

9.20 pm
9.33 pm
9.47 pm
9.59 pm
10.19 pm

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread 
available weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch 

Brighton from Premier Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so that 
we know how many to supply. Orders can be 

collected on Thursdays or Fridays. 


