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The recent Israeli elections could 
not have come at a better time.  
The lead-up to and lessons of 
Pesach and the subsequent 
Exodus should provide the next 
government with a valuable 
guide.

Just as Moses led the 
Hebrews out of Egypt and 
into the wilderness and then 
into the Promised Land the 
next Israeli government 
has a similar mission. Strong 
leadership is required to lead the 
country out of the wilderness of 
international opinion and into 
a time of economic prosperity, 
social cohesion as well as 

peace, security and tranquillity. 
We can only hope that the next 
government finds the wisdom to 
lead the country into becoming a 
new Promised Land.

Public opinion in other countries 
has been disappointed by the 
result of the Israeli election. 
That is hardly surprising for two 
reasons. First, outsiders have a 
different perspective.  Second, 

and more importantly, generally 
speaking people do not vote 
on issues. Votes are cast for 
varied reasons; personal wants, 
the more attractive candidate, 
the better speaker, the person 
who comes across as more 
trustworthy, etc.

With the UK general election one 
month away, will Britain be able 
to show Israel and the rest of 
the world that its electorate has 
done anything different?

Here, as in Israel, only time will 
tell. 

The lessons of Pesach 
should guide the next 
government in Israel.
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com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
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Your Views 

I have just opened the latest copy of the Sussex Jewish 
News and was most touched and honoured to find 
such a wonderful review of the Centre for German-
Jewish Studies 2015 Holocaust Memorial Day event. It 
was really kind of you to write in such detail about the 
occasion. 

We do hope that your readers will take your advice 
and join us next year. We welcome the audience from 
near and far and the event grows in size every year. 
We particularly appreciate the support of the local 
community.

With renewed thanks and greetings to your readers,
Diana Franklin
Centre Manager
Centre for German-Jewish Studies
University of Sussex
E: d.franklin@sussex.ac.uk

Hyman Fine House 
by Natasha Carson 

We are now drawing to the end of our puppetry 
project. This innovation, which has been entertaining 
and amusing us for the past couple of months, will 
be missed by both residents and staff. It seems that 
puppets help people to relax, talk to each other and 
feel generally content and happy. Muriel said, “When I 
was in the group it was like a family birthday. Everyone 
was so smiley, it felt at home”.

If any puppeteers out there would like to join us,  please 
ring Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226.

Your News & Views

Births
Mazel tov to:
•  Dovid and Mushkee Efune from Manhattan, NY, on 

the birth of a baby boy, a brother for Zvi. Mazel tov 
also to grandparents, Rabbi Pesach and Penina 
Efune.

•  Gweni and Ivor Sorokin on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Olivia, to Matthew and Siobhan.

•  The Cobbs and Sharpe families on the birth of 
Scarlett to Olivia and Kevin.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Michael Brummer (100), Simon Cobbs, 
Zena Cutler (90), Linda Firsht, Shirley Hecht, Mark 
Hyams, Phillip Levene, Ada Levy, Peter Marks,  Alfred 
Morley, Anne Pincus and all who have special birthdays 
this month.

Anniversaries
Mazel tov to Linda and Raymond Felsenstein on the 
celebration of their Golden Wedding anniversary.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleima to Rose Ani, Alan Burke, 
Zena Cutler, Malcolm Daniels, Alan Glynn, Lewis Mann, 
Angie Morland, Jill Richards and all who are unwell or 
in hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of
• Jack Davis z’l
• Sonia Lowe z’l
• Phyllis Peters z’l
• Julius Rubin z’l (brother of Dr Joe Rubin)

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

Rutherford
Sandra, Amanda and Fiona would like to thank 

their many friends for their support, messages of 
condolence and love received on the passing of 

Ronnie, a much loved husband and father.
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Community life

What is it? It’s a simple idea designed 
to encourage people to keep their 
basic personal and medical details on a 
standard form and in a 
common location - the 
fridge!

What does it do? It saves the 
Emergency Services valuable time 
if they need to enter a property in 
an emergency situation. Not only 
does it help to identify who you are, 
it also identifies if you have special 
medication or allergies. It is not 
only a potential lifesaver, but also 
it provides peace of mind to you, 
your friends and family by knowing 
that prompt medical treatment is 
provided and that the next of kin and 
emergency contacts are notified.

Who’s it for? Anyone. Although focused on the more 
vulnerable people in a community, anyone can have 
an accident in the home, so this scheme can benefit 
anyone.

What does it cost? The scheme is free to the public and 
is funded by Brighton Lions Club.

Where can I get one? We have a supply at Helping 
Hands or you may find the bottles displayed in 
your local GP’s surgery or pharmacy.

Who knows about it? All Emergency Services 
are aware of the Message in a Bottle scheme. 
By displaying the green stickers in your home, 
the emergency services will locate the bottle in 
the fridge and use the forms inside to ensure 
you are treated quickly, which can save time 
and save lives.

What’s in the bottle? A form you fill in with 
your name, medicines, allergies and relatives’ 
contact details. And also two green stickers.

What do I have to do? Fill in the form, put it 
in the bottle. Put the bottle in your fridge. Put 

one green sticker on your fridge door and the other 
green sticker on the INSIDE of your house door.

Helping Hands Message in a Bottle Scheme

First of all I would like to wish you all a Happy Pesach 
and hope you will all enjoy lots of matzo.

On Sunday, 8th February we held a fund-raising card 
afternoon at Ralli Hall with a delicious afternoon tea. 
This was a great success and I would like to thank our 
volunteers for their hard work and especially Laura 
Sharpe, who made sure the afternoon ran smoothly.

Here is a listing of our future events.

In April we are going to sunny Eastbourne for the fifth 
time (I cannot believe this is our fifth time). Wow! How 
time flies and all our members can’t wait. We are all 
getting very excited and are hoping the sun will keep its 
hat on.

On the 10th May we are having a Race Night with a 
Bagel Supper, which is a new venture for us. Tickets 
will be £17.50, so if you would like to go to the Races 
and help us raise funds for the Lunch and Social Club, 
please phone Laura for tickets on 01273 722173.

Remember we are open on a Tuesday and Thursday all 
day. We offer a great day for all from exercise classes, 
quizzes, discussion groups, crosswords, card games, 
entertainment and a lovely three course meal.

We are glad to say that our own website is up 
and running, with details of our lunch menu and 
upcoming events. It can be found at http://www.

lunchandsocialclub.co.uk, so please have a look. If 
you are interested in any of the above, please contact 
Jacquie on 01273 739999.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 
by Jacquie Tichauer

01273 747722

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Community life

We would like to create a strong group of supportive friends 
from the community around us: parents, grandparents and 
those who care about Jewish continuity and our future. 
We sincerely believe that we have a real gem in our midst, 
one validated by Ofsted when we got our Outstanding award 
this year. We would love to interact more with our community 
and welcome your suggestions. Below are some of ours.
Come and Take a Peek
You are always welcome to join us for our Shabbat parties 
every Friday at 12.30pm where we simulate the Shabbat, 
sing songs and celebrate special individual efforts, work and 
mitzvahs the children have achieved that week.
Spend some time
Do you enjoy children? Would you like to see our nursery and 
how we do our work? 
It is very beautiful, full of many activities that we are free to 
choose independently. We enjoy having guests and showing 
them how we can do practical life activities, develop our 
senses, learn our letters, numbers and many aspects of the 
world around us.
Maybe you would like to read us a story? Or maybe you can 
tell us about some different countries you went to visit? Our 
topic next term is Children Like Us, about those who live in 
different countries around the globe.

Shall we 
visit you?
Do you 
know 
someone 
who would 
like us to 
visit them? 
We like 
to chat 
and have 
lots of 
questions. 
We also 
know how 
to sing and make people smile.
Do have a look at our website and let us know what you 
think... and be sure to spread the word and make sure 
everyone knows about us at www.torahnurserybrighton.co.uk
Why don’t you give us a call on 01273 328675? We look 
forward to hearing from you.

Torah Montessori Nursery
An Outstanding Montessori Nursery based on Jewish Values
by Penina Efunef

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams 

Firstly, I would like to thank Adam Style and his team of 
Community Security Trust volunteers for running a further 
security course for caretakers and administrators of Jewish 
community organisations. This was held at Ralli Hall on 
Wednesday 4 March and I understand there was a full house, 
which is gratifying. Long may the CST continue with its 
excellent and important work, especially in these troubled 
times.
I can now announce the date of the upcoming Annual General 
Meeting - it will be held on Wednesday the 10 June, probably 
at 7.30pm. There are likely to be a number of important 
announcements concerning the future running of B&HJCF at 
the AGM, so I would very much like to see more than the usual 
twenty stalwarts attending this meeting. 
I have previously mentioned the on-going upgrading of the 
lower ground floor accommodation and it is important to 
announce that the security of the main Maccabi door, which 
previously was left closed, but unlocked during normal opening 
hours, has now been suitably improved. We have had an 
entry-phone system fitted which is linked to each of the three 
rooms concerned – the gymnasium, the youth lounge and the 
Abrahams sports room. After a few initial hiccups, the system 
is now on track and works in the same way as the main ground 
floor entrance. The person running an activity will have to check 
who is pressing the bell so that they can let them in. People can 
let themselves out by opening the door in the usual way. These 
precautions are always a bit of a nuisance but unfortunately it 
is now a necessary precaution. I expect to be able to announce 
some further lower ground floor improvements next month. 

See you at Ralli Hall!
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As many of you will know, next year, 2016, will mark 250 
years since the first known record of a Jewish resident in 
Brighton. Israel Samuel Cohen was married at the Great 
Synagogue in London, and gave his address as 22, East 
Street, Brighton.

The Sussex Branch of the Jewish Historical Society is 
preparing a programme of events to commemorate this first 
record of a Jewish resident in the town and we wanted to let 
you know in good time what is planned, and how you can get 
involved.

We have decided to hold a competition for a logo to use on all 
publicity and publications about the commemoration, and this 
will be open to all members of the community and to students 
at the Arts Faculty at the University of Brighton. We will also 
be running a Junior competition, for children up to age 12. 
Details are available from Arthur Oppenheimer at tulgy99@
gmail.com. Entries are required by 31st May 2015, and these 
will be judged by a panel comprising Rochelle Oberman from 
the Jewish Arts Society, Godfrey Gould, Arthur Oppenheimer 
and Michael Crook.

We have applied to erect a Blue Plaque at 22 East Street, and 
are planning for this to take place on 19th or 26th June 2016, 
followed by an Open Day at Middle Street Synagogue, with 
civic dignitaries and special guests in attendance.

We have also approached the Council with a view to holding 
an exhibition of 250 years of Brighton Jewry at Brighton or 
Hove Museums, in conjunction with the new local records 
office at the Keep.

Finally, we are working on an anthology to bring together 
a record of the activities and accomplishments of Brighton 
Jewry over 250 years. This would be about 120 pages, and is 
intended as a permanent record of the community. So far we 
have met with an enthusiastic response, and send our thanks 
to all contributors. Whilst we were hoping for contributions 
by the end of March, we are able to accept material up to the 
end of May. We shall be inviting individuals and organisations 
to support the publication by becoming Subscribers for a 
donation of £25. In return for this they will receive a copy of 
the anthology and their names will be recorded in it (likely sale 
price £10).

Watch this space, we will be updating the community on 
progress later in the year.

The Sussex Jewish Historical Society - Brighton Jewry 250
by Michael Crook

Hastings and District Jewish 
Society
by Stella Harris 

Thank you so much for the fantastic cover of the March issue 
of SJN. It inspired me to make Hamentaschen for the HJS 
and brought back wonderful memories of making “Hamen’s 
Ears” with my 15 year old grandson and his friend. 

Not many people were able to come to the last service but 
the seven of us really enjoyed the “Across the Nations” 
choir. They are so happy and we all joined in and had a joyful 
evening. We heard the story of Esther from Brian Linke and 
munched our pastry “hats” or “ears”. I really recommend this 
choir of about 12 enthusiastic singers. 

Lilly Crabtree is now out of hospital and we wish her better.

We were sorry to hear about the death of Julia Sheridan. 
Unfortunately we don’t know to whom to write to offer 
condolences. If anyone does know please email me at 
stellalaharris@gmail.com

THE LUNCH & SOCIAL CLUB
At Ralli Hall

PRESENT
THEIR SUPPER RACE NIGHT

AT RALLI HALL,  
81 DENMARK VILLAS, HOVE

ON SUNDAY MAY 10th 2015  
AT 6.30pm

TICKETS £17.50 

TICKETS FROM
LAURA - 01273  722173  

and
LUNCH CLUB OFFICE- 01273  739999

(£2 Parking Fee at Hove Railway Station on 
Sunday)

Design a Logo competition
For entries, contact Michael Crook on 01273 

776539 or email amcrook@ntlworld.com

MODERN HEBREW
For beginners

Experienced Israeli teacher
Tuesdays or Thursdays 2.30 - 3.30 pm

Reasonable rates – Brighton & Hove area
Please call 07413 701053
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Since Israel’s independence, 
Anglo-Jewry has stood shoulder 
to shoulder with her. Yet, over the 
past five years or so, the nature 
of this relationship has begun to 
change. Many members of the 
community are taking heed of 
the strong voices within Israel, 
such as those of former heads of 
Israel’s security services, who are 
expressing deep concern about 
how little time is left to make a 
two-state solution a reality. There is 
increasing discontentment with the 
notion that one’s job as a friend of 
Israel is to express support for all 
that the government of the day says 
and does. Today, many members of 
Anglo-Jewry believe that one of the 
biggest threats to Israel is the lack 
of a political agreement with the 
Palestinian people.

Yachad was founded in May 
2011 to respond to this changing 
dynamic and to build support 
within Anglo-Jewry for a two-
state solution. An educational 
and campaigning organisation 
that has at its core the notion that 
diaspora Jews must do all they can 
to support a two-state solution, 
Yachad has, in a short time, 
attracted the support of thousands 
of British Jews through its hundreds 
of activities. 

There are those within the 
community who believe this to be 
a dangerous dynamic and that 
debating issues or expressing 
concerns about the current political 
trajectory in Israel, plays into the 
hands of enemies, and weakens 
support within the community 
for Israel. However, in reality, the 
growing support base that the 
organisation is attracting and the 
deep and expanding network 
of Jewish students and Zionist 
youth movement activists that are 
involved in Yachad, would suggest 
otherwise.

In July 2000 I returned from a 
10-month gap year in Israel, 
an experience that cemented 
my relationship with Israel and 

enriched my sense of Jewish 
peoplehood. I’d been in Israel 
through the withdrawal from 
Lebanon, hitchhiked freely across 
the country and travelled through 
the West Bank. As far as I was 
concerned, Israel was booming and 
a Palestinian state was around the 
corner. 

I arrived at Sussex University as an 
undergraduate a few months later 
at the exact same time the second 
intifada erupted. I could never have 
imagined the strength of hostility 
that would come to exist towards 
Israel on my campus. Those who 
claim that severe criticism of 
Israel and at times its anti-semitic 
undertones is a recent phenomenon 
of the past 5 or so years, probably 
did not witness life at Sussex 
university 15 years ago. I remember 
cartoons of Sharon and Hitler, 
marching side by side with swastika 
armbands, being put up on the 
university campus, to name just one 
example.

I had no serious ability – although 
more than some of my fellow 
students - to distinguish between 
what was legitimate criticism of 
Israel that I may or may not have 
agreed with, and what was wholly 
illegitimate. That is not to say that 
I could not tell when a serious red 
line had been crossed - but when 
it came to the nitty-gritty of the 
debate about policy, I just did not 
have enough information. Because, 
despite my passion for Israel, I had 
no real understanding of what it 
meant when people said the word 
occupation. Our lack of education 
about the conflict did not make us 
better advocates for Israel. It helped 
to create a reactionary and hostile 
atmosphere for which everyone was 
to blame.

Had my fellow Jewish students 
and I been given the opportunity to 
explore and learn properly about 
the conflict, we would have been 
much better equipped. It would 
have allowed more non-Jewish 
students on campus to hear from 

supporters of Israel that self-
determination for the Palestinian 
and Jewish people did not have to 
be a zero-sum game. It would have 
helped to reduce the polarization 
of the debate. In short, had Yachad 
been around 15 years ago, my 
experience of Sussex would have 
been dramatically different. 

In times of heightened tensions, the 
reaction of our community is often 
to circle the wagons and shut down 
debate. But the question we have 
to ask is whether in this increasingly 
hostile atmosphere, that is the best 
strategy? One cannot deny that 
when tensions flare in Israel, global 
anti-Semitism increases; that is a 
well-documented statistic. However 
we have no proof that if we are all 
singing from one hymn sheet that 
will somehow make things better. 
The conflict between Israel and 
the Palestinian people cannot be 
reduced to a football match analogy 
where we pick sides. Even if at 
times we feel we are faced with 
those that do wish to conduct that 
debate in an infantile way, surely it 
is incumbent upon us, not to just 
simply ‘shout’ back, but to help 
shape the public discourse?

Yachad is providing a voice for 
members of our community who 
want to see the Jewish state survive 
and thrive, and who believe that this 
is not possible without the creation 
of a Palestinian state alongside a 
safe and secure Israel. The different 
shades of opinion that exist within 
Anglo-Jewry about Israel are no 
different to those that exist within 
Israeli civil society and the Knesset. 
Never have the Jewish people 
spoken in one homogenous voice 
as to what the manifestation of a 
Jewish state should look like. It is 
that freedom of speech and robust 
civil society that we as Jews hold so 
dear, and should continue to protect 
and defend in this increasingly 
troubled world. 

Features

Yachad
by Hannah Weisfeld
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Germany would never have been on 
my list of countries to live in. As a 
British Jew I have grown up with a 
nauseating uneasiness about anything 
and everything German, a wariness 
that had been instilled in me as a child 
through my parents and grandparents.
But ten years ago my own prejudices 
changed when I met my future German 
husband. Three years ago we packed 
up everything, left London, my Heimat, 
and moved to the small city of Munich.
There were so many reasons why we 
left London - it was too expensive, the 
quality of life, the weather. With a job 
as a BBC journalist, I knew bringing up 
a family in London was inconceivable 
- I was already working out the costs 
of child-care and schooling before my 
daughter had even been born.
Both of us knew that in the Hintergrund 
of my thoughts I silently observed a 
sinister rise in antisemitism. Violent 
crime on Jews, the boycott of Israeli 
academics, the rise of aggression 
against Jewish students on university 
campuses, were just some of the 
shameful acts happening on British 
soil.
I could not stand to live in Britain 
anymore. After my husband was 
offered a job in Germany he simply 
couldn’t refuse, I wondered how I’d 
feel about moving to the country that 
murdered 6.5 million of us?
While French Jews are leaving 
France in their droves, Germany is 
experiencing a Jewish renaissance, 
especially in Munich and Berlin. Over 
the last 22 years the growth in the 
number of Jews almost quadrupled to 
today’s figure of around 102,000.
Standing at the heart of Munich’s 
city centre is one of Europe’s most 
impressive contemporary synagogues, 
Ohel Jakob. Clad in Jerusalem stone, 
it is a celebration of the return of Jews 
not only in Munich, but countrywide. 
Surrounded by a kindergarten, school, 
cultural centre and museum, there 
are 9,500 members of this Orthodox 
congregation. It is a statement that 
says loud and clear: “We are back, and 
we are here to stay”.
I joined the Liberal Jewish community 
when I moved to Munich. Within three 
years I have seen its membership 
grow from around 200 to more than 
400, with many young people and 

families coming from around the world 
- including Brazil, Sweden, France, the 
US, and Israel. Ceremonies are sung in 
English, Hebrew and German, to reflect 
the internationality of our community.
Star architect Daniel Libeskind’s plans 
to build a spectacular synagogue for 
our community have been on the cards 
for years. Raising money for such 
a grand scale project has been the 
greatest challenge. But with our current 
community space, in an office block, 
bursting at the seams, a scaled down 
project looks likely to go ahead in 2018.
The recent increase in the Munich 
Jewish population is primarily to do 
with a very buoyant job market. Last 
year, the Bundesregierung extended its 
opportunity to bring more professional 
Israelis, with their great talent and 
skills, to Germany by offering visas 
to live and work here. This included 
an automatic working visa to young 
Israelis who wanted to earn some cash 
during their travels.
The relationship between Germany and 
Israel is at an all-time high. You could 
even call it a “love-in”. In a recent poll, 
68 per cent of Israelis rated Germany 
positively and 81 per cent wanted a 
close relationship between the nations. 
More than half think the “average 
German” is a strong supporter of Israel.
Many of my Israeli friends plan to stay 
in Munich. They feel safe here - both as 
citizens and Jews. Munich, the capital 
of the Bavarian state, has the lowest 
crime rate in the country. But more 
importantly, there were no reported 
violent antisemitic attacks in the whole 
of Bavaria in 2012 and 2013, according 
to government statistics.
Antisemitic crimes in Germany fell in 
the first half of 2014 with 350 incidents, 
compared to 409 in 2013. Many of 
these crimes, which ranged from 
desecration of graves to violence, were 
attacks from Neo-Nazis. Even during 
last year’s Israeli/Gaza conflict, there 
had been no rise in antisemitic attacks 
in Germany.
Nevertheless, during that time, German 
Jewry felt vulnerable. Standing with 
800 Jews in Munich last year against 
antisemitism and to support Israel 
was, for me, one of the most moving 
experiences. Politicians from both 
the SPD and CDU made passionate 
speeches about their support for 

Jews and Israel. None more so than 
the gathering in Berlin, which Angela 
Merkel attended, stating that Jews 
were unequivocally part of Germany.
My London friends would point 
fingers at Germany’s history and tell 
me that antisemitism is still rife. Just 
look at the 15,000 people who joined 
Pegida (Patriotic Europeans Against 
Islamisation of the West) marching in 
Dresden in the guise of “only” being 
against Islamic fascism. The middle 
classes joining the neo-Nazis, and 
stirring the crowds with Nazis phrases, 
such as the Lügenpresse. But more 
people marched against Pegida across 
Germany, especially in Munich where 
there was a turnout of around 20,000 
against a meagre 1,500.
I don’t deny that antisemitism 
still exists in Germany. The two 
policemen sitting in their car outside 
my synagogue are a reminder of just 
how dangerous it is to be a Jew. We 
are always living under some threat. 
But I think British Jews will always 
view Germans harshly - as long as 
antisemitism continues to exist in 
Deutschland.
Berlin’s streets are filled with 
remembrance of the Holocaust - 
more so than in Munich. All these 
gifts, like the plaques on a house 
or on a pavement, are proof of 
just how far Germany has come in 
analysing and contemplating how 
this could have happened. Of course, 
there are attitudes and perceptions 
of Jews where the lines between 
antisemitism and criticism of Israel 
become blurred. More than one in four 
Germans equated Israel’s treatment 
of Palestinians to Nazi persecution of 
Jews during World War Two, according 
to a survey last year. One in five 
respondents said Israel’s policies made 
Jews less likeable.
To eradicate antisemitism is, sadly, 
not feasible. More work needs to be 
done in educating Germans. Having 
the opportunity to meet more Jews 
would be helpful. But as long as 
the government continues to meet 
antisemitism with zero tolerance, 
and politicians continue to show 
their strong support, I not only feel 
comfortable living here, but happy 
living here as a Jew.
Reprinted from the Jewish Chronicle of 
5 Feb 2015 with kind permission.

Features

Why Jews like me are returning to Germany
by Amber Rose 
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I cannot remember when I first knew 
of the 1915 Hague Peace Congress - 
the women’s attempt to halt the First 
World War. Recently, whilst attending 
a course about the British suffragette 
movement at Sussex University, our 
class examined how in the Great War 
nationalism had abruptly divided the 
suffrage committees. Who were the 
women who had organised this? How 
did they know each other and make 
contact across frontiers, even across 
enemy lines?

I searched Professor Norman Davies’s 
substantial tome, Europe: a history. 
Not a word about the Hague Congress. 
The only women who are mentioned 
in the BBC’s magnificently illustrated 
book The Great War and the Shaping of 
the Twentieth Century are Nurse Edith 
Cavell, shot in Belgium by the Germans 
for helping prisoners to escape, and 
Rosa Luxembourg, the anti-war German 
activist who was brutally murdered.

If you are a woman, do you have to be 
martyred to be remembered? Then my 
tutor recommended Anne Wiltsher’s 
book, Most Dangerous Women: 
Feminist Peace Campaigners of the 
Great War, published in 1985. This 
exciting account triggered new reading.

Wiltsher’s book introduced me to Dr 
Aletta Jacobs, the first Dutch woman 
doctor, who was at the centre of the 
organisation of the Hague Congress and 
to Rosika Schwimmer, the Hungarian 
journalist and life-long political activist, 
who at the end of her life had been 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
It was she who had moved the Hague 
resolution calling for a women’s 
delegation to meet Heads of State to 
urge a mediation conference. Both 
women were non-practising Jews but 
steeped in Jewish culture.

The links between the various Hague 
women can be traced back to the 
1870s, when women were challenging 
the sexual double standard, which 
encouraged males to be sexually 
experienced before marriage whilst 
women were kept in modest ignorance. 
Moreover, in the 1860s it was argued 
that locking up prostitutes with infected 
discharge for 9 months, would stop 
the spread of venereal infection. The 
consorting men were exempt from any 

examination or restraint. The British 
Medical Association objected to this 
absurd Act but it took 20 years of 
campaigning, led by Josephine Butler, 
to have the Act repealed. This work 
did not just pertain to Britain, but 
Abolitionists were also active on the 
continent where similar “locking up” 
was practised. Meantime, in Britain, 
Charles Bradlaugh and Annie Besant 
had challenged the suppression of 
information on contraception by 
publishing the leaflet about withdrawal 
by men and the use of seaweed 
sponges by women (methods of 
dubious effect). They faced legal 
indictment.

Into this pot-pourri of rage against 
sexual double standards, inequalities 
and ignorance that churned the London 
scene, came the 26 year old doctor 
from Holland, Aletta Jacobs. Born in 

1854 to a country doctor, the young 
Aletta had been aware of her father’s 
activities and had watched her elder 
brother’s medical training. Aletta 
was sent to a ladies’ establishment 
where she learned the conventional 
smattering of foreign phrases and how 
to lower her eyes before gentlemen. 
After a couple of weeks, she left, 
refusing to return and insisting to her 
father that she too wished to train as a 
doctor. He took advice from two close 
friends, Dr. Ali Cohen and Professor 
Rosenstein (both observant Jews), 
who gave encouragement. After strong 
campaigning, Aletta enrolled, studied 
and qualified as the first Dutch woman 
doctor.

Visiting London in 1880, at a meeting 
of the Malthusian Society, she met 
Bradlaugh and Besant and became 
convinced of the woman’s right to 
choose when to have children. Jacobs 
visited Elizabeth Garrett Anderson’s 
Hospital and praised it as the best 
she saw in London. Garrett Anderson 
introduced Jacobs to her sister, 
Millicent Garrett Fawcett. (Women who 
believed in gender equality, linked their 
family name with that of their husband. 
Jacobs married but kept her maiden 
name.) Millicent introduced Jacobs 
to suffrage meetings where some 50 
well off women took tea together and 
argued the great issue of the day. 
Back in Holland, Jacobs pioneered the 
contraceptive pessary, campaigned 
for reform of prostitution controls and 
in 1883 she challenged the Mayor of 
Amsterdam to place her name on the 
electoral roll. 

On her 1899 London visit, Jacobs 
met the two Hamburg Abolitionists, 
Lida Gustava Heymann and Dr Anita 
Augspurg. In their London discussions 
with Jacobs, they advocated the need 
for an International Women’s Suffrage 
Alliance (IWSA). In 1902 Augspurg 
became President of the German 
Union Women’s Suffrage, with her life-
partner Heymann as Vice-president. 
Two years later they organised the 
first international congress in Berlin. 
Jacobs was by then widowed, her 
only child had died shortly after birth. 
Having retired from medicine at age 50 
years, she dedicated herself to IWSA 
work. At the Berlin Congress, she met 
the 24 year old Rosika Schwimmer. 
Schwimmer’s friend and co-founder 
of the Hungarian suffrage movement, 
Vilma Glücklich, also Jewish, was the 
first woman to have been admitted to 
a Hungarian University. Writing about 
the suffrage movement to Schwimmer 
in 1906, Jacobs notes: “We have 
recruited some good young workers. 
It is remarkable that they are always 
Jewish girls. With us and everywhere 
else, courage and spirit are found in 
these girls”.

IWSA congresses were held biannually 
and hosted in Copenhagen, Amsterdam 
and London, with the 1913 Congress 
organised by Schwimmer in Budapest. 
In 1911-12 Jacobs together with the 

Feminism, Suffrage and Anti-militarism: Two Remarkable Women:
Dr Aletta Jacobs and Rosika Schwimmer
by Dr. Sonya Baksi
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American President of the IWSA, 
Carrie Chapman Catt, had made a 
‘world tour’ meeting suffrage women 
in South Africa, India, China and 
Japan. Parting company at the Pacific, 
Jacobs returned alone to Europe on 
the trans-Siberian Railway, carrying 
the Nanking banner with her. It was 
presented to high acclaim at the 1913 
Budapest Congress. The Chinese silk 
embroidered characters translated as 
Helping Each Other: All of One Mind. 
Writing to a Dutch colleague in 1936, 
Schwimmer reflected: “We learned as 
we toiled in our campaign that sermons 
and logic never convince. Emotions 
stir us to action. Human beings move 
because they feel, not because they 
think. For that reason we began to 
march to Vote-for-Women music,…. to 
dance about our cause.... instead of 
sitting in corners and arguing”. 

German anti-suffragists saw feminism 
and internationalism as a world Jewish 
conspiracy aimed at overthrowing 
the nation-state in general and the 
German state in particular. Heymann, 
Augspurg and other German feminists 
were wrongly marked out by the 
German anti-suffrage press as Jewish. 
The Hungarian Liberal party was 
almost entirely Jewish, the Hungarian 
suffrage movement was led by Jewish 
women. In an article written in 1924 
entitled “Women Pioneers of a New 
International Order”, Schwimmer refers 
to Jacobs, Augspurg and Glücklich as 
“... a few of the most brilliant Jewish 
women of our time”. Augspurg actually 
came from a family of evangelical 
pastors and Heymann’s family were 
upper -class Hamburg merchants. 

Thus the struggle over prostitution 
control, sex education and 
contraception, together with the fight 
against restrictive practices against 
professionally qualified women and 
involvement in the welfare of working 
women, had linked women across the 
Atlantic and the Channel. Many of these 
campaigning women also believed that 
female franchise would be a force for 
mediation without recourse to war. 

The Hague Congress in April 1915, 
organised by Jacobs, assisted by 
her co-patriot Jewish colleague 
Rosa Manus and supported by a 
1000 Dutch women, was chaired by 
the American Welfare Worker Jane 
Addams. Meantime, Heymann and 
Augspurg had secured an interview 
with the Bavarian War Minister and 
had denounced the German invasion 

of Belgium, urging contact with the 
Tsar of Russia. Both women attended 
the Congress and led the welcome 
given to the Belgian group. The Hague 
women were cruelly castigated, mocked 
and reviled by the press and public of 
belligerent nations. Bringing together 
women from across enemy lines was, 
as Schwimmer said, a remarkable feat. 
Schwimmer herself was a remarkable 
woman: her dynamism, charisma, and 
oratory were powerfully influential. She 
was erudite, witty and well educated, 
speaking nine languages and had 

travelled widely on lecture tours. At the 
outbreak of hostilities, she had been 
working in London as the International 
Press secretary of the IWSA. Following 
the assassination of the Archduke, 
she sought a working breakfast with 
Lloyd George, expressing her fears for 
Europe. She worked on the London 
Peace Rally and urged mediation not 
war. It was her impassioned eloquence 
at the Hague that swayed the vote on 
the resolution to send a delegation 
to argue for mediation. Addams, 
accompanied by Jacobs and others, led 
the delegation to the warring nations. 
Schwimmer led the delegation to the 
Scandinavian and other neutral capitals. 
Wiltsher’s exciting account shows how 
close they were to having influence, but 
the war continued to its bitter end.

Reminiscing about the Hague Congress, 
Emily Balch, the American Professor of 
Economics who was later awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize, commented, 

“what stands out most strongly among 
all my impressions of those thrilling 
and strained days at The Hague is the 
sense of wonder at the beautiful and 
brave, self-controlled women who dared 
ridicule and every sort of difficulty, 

not inconsistent with patriotism, but 
transcending it”. The long years of 
slaughter aroused the women’s call 
for a committee for permanent peace. 
Meeting in Zurich in 1919, the parlous 
state and testimonies of the German 
and Austrian delegates instructed that 
peace and freedom were indivisible. 
It was there that the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom was founded. 

Jacobs lived to be nationally honoured 
on her 70th birthday in 1924 for her 
range of achievements. Schwimmer 
was appointed Hungarian Ambassador 
to Switzerland in 1919, but when Horthy 
came to power, she was forced to 
flee to the USA where she was given 
the right to stay but never granted 
citizenship, never enfranchised. She 
lived to witness the rise of fascism and 
wherever the Nazis held sway, WILPF 
sections were suppressed, the Dutch 
and German archives were destroyed. 
Heymann and Augspurg took refuge in 
Switzerland in 1933: both died there ten 
years later. The Dutch Jewish activist 
Rosa Manus, keeper of the archive, 
was deported and died in Ravensbrück. 
The Czech WILPF leader, Frantiska 
Plaminokova was hanged. After 1945, 
WILPF sections reformed and, today, 
the linked construct of feminism and 
pacifism continues to find expression 
both in WILPF and in the anti-nuclear 
movement. Today, such work proceeds 
alongside international organisations 
campaigning for a more stable and 
equitable world.

Further reading:

•  Jacobs, A. (1996, first published 1924) 
Memories: My life as an International 
Leader in Health, Suffrage and Peace. 
Feminist Press, City University New 
York

•  Randall, M.M. (1972, first published 
1915) re-issue: Women at the 
Hague . The International Congress 
of Woman and its Results. The 
Macmillan Company Re-issue Garland 
Publishing, Inc. New York and London

•  Wiltsher, A. (1985) Most Dangerous 
Women. Feminist Peace Campaigners 
of the Great War. Pandora.
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Speakers We Enjoyed at JACS
by Shirley Jaffe and Elaine Guppy

At JACS this last month we had two very interesting 
speakers. David Fisher, who is one of the people running 
the ‘Our Brighton Hippodrome’ campaign, came and gave 
us a fascinating afternoon with excellent slides showing 
how it developed from an ice-rink to a circus to a theatre 
(and sadly, to a bingo hall). We saw pictures of the sweeping 
circus-designed auditorium, all the delightful decorations and 
plasterwork, the stained glass and carved doors and also 
pictures of posters, performers and even part of a film that 
showed the lovely auditorium as I remember seeing it from 
the stage. (I was in the panto “Sleeping Beauty” in 1954 – did 
anyone remember seeing it? Or know someone else who was 
in it? Members of the chorus were mainly local girls).
David reminded us all to sign the petition to save the 
Hippodrome and told us how negotiations were going and 
that there was more hope now that the film company who 
had been planning to develop it as multi-screen cinema with 
shops had pulled out. If you want to help, or just to contribute 
something to the fighting fund, do look at the website or 
contact my husband, Tony Jaffe, Chairman of the Trustees, on 
01273 775461. Various entertainments and events are being 
planned to help raise money and interest, so do get onto the 
mailing list and inform friends or relatives who are not online. 
If you know influential people in the entertainment world who 
could possibly help, please let us know.
Ann Coxhead, is a dancer, osteopath and hypnotherapist 
who gave us a beautifully focussed talk demonstrating her 
work. She told us that it is likely that the discomfort that 
comes with age is from osteoarthritis, and she showed us 
various exercises that help to lubricate the joints and keep 
the muscles strong, thus avoiding pain and weakness. They 

were all small movements, some of which could be done 
sitting down, others lying on a bed, or just standing, waiting 
for the lift, or holding on to the kitchen counter. She had all 
the members up and trying things. As hip trouble also affects 
the groin and perhaps the knee, she showed us leg exercises 
to build up strength round the pelvis, which helps to reduce 
pain. Other exercises were to help foot and arch problems. 
She spoke about the size and depth of our lungs – I for one, 
was surprised how high in the body and how far down they 
went - and we did some deep breathing through an open 
mouth, trying to push the breath deep down to open up the 
bottom of our lungs. She showed us a model of the spine and 
spoke about the natural curves in it. To help us exercise, she 
gave us all large stretchy bands. Ann explained about how 
our posture affected our health, and how sitting properly (and 
not for too long at a time) could help to prevent pain around 
the spine. She also talked about the psychology of health and 
happiness, and how we must be open to everything. If we 
become closed, it affects our posture, and we can become 
unhealthy easily. We ended up with trying to laugh, because 
laughter changes chemical reactions in our bodies, and we 
tend to laugh less in our old age.
We unexpectedly had a very entertaining afternoon with 
jazz guitarist Raffael Bizzoca, who not only played some 
wonderful standards for us but also told us most movingly of 
his journey from Italy and how he gradually established a life 
in England.
We are going to have talks in the next few weeks about Youth 
Aliyah, and about stained glass; also a tribute to Stanley 
Holloway, and a fun quiz – why don’t you come and enjoy 
Wednesday afternoon at JACS?  It only costs £2.00, which 
includes tea and biscuits. There is no lower age limit. You 
might make new friends, or meet old ones there. And if you 
have something you enjoy talking about, or you know of an 
interesting speaker, do contact me.

The speaker at our next meeting on Tuesday, 28 April will 
be Dr Shirli Gilbert. The title of her talk is ‘Music and the 
Holocaust’. Dr Gilbert is the Ian Karten Senior Lecturer at the 
Parkes Institute, University of Southampton and a specialist in 
modern Jewish history with a focus on the Holocaust period. 
Her book, ‘Music in the Holocaust’ (Oxford University Press, 
2005) examines the role of music in the Nazi ghettos and 
camps and the insight it offers into victims’ responses. It was 
also the basis for a large-scale educational website ‘Music 
and the Holocaust’.

Everybody is invited to these meetings, which are held at 
Ralli Hall, commencing at 7.45 pm prompt. Entrance is free to 
members and students, the charge of £4 to visitors includes 
the always welcome refreshments and informal discussion.
For further information please contact Godfrey Gould 01273 
419412 or email g.gould915@btinternet.com or Michael 
Crook 01273 776539 or email amcrook@ntlworld.com

Jewish Historical Society of England, Sussex Branch

MARTIN GROSS 
Memorials

All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken 
from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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A visit to The Keep
by Godfrey R Gould

The Keep is a purpose-built building at Falmer opened by 
the Queen in November 2013. It houses three Collections 
formerly dispersed across several, often unsuitable, sites. 
They are the Archives held by East Sussex County Council, 
the Local History Collections held by Brighton & Hove City 
Council and the Special Collections held by the University of 
Sussex.
In the early days of the Sussex Branch of the Jewish 
Historical Society of England a special visit was made to 
the then East Sussex main site at the Maltings in Lewes. 
However, now that this splendid new facility is available, a 
new visit was made by 16 members and guests of the Society 
Branch to Falmer, on 9 March 2015.
It was organised and conducted by Andrew Bennett, a good 
friend of the Branch, who has a particular responsibility 
for material relating to Brighton and Hove. After an overall 
explanation, Andrew took us into the Search Room, where he 
gave us a run down on the Collections and how the facility 
‘works’. He had also laid out some exhibits of special interest. 
These included a 1792 plan of ‘Brighthemstone’ (sic), just 
as the local Jewish Community was being established, but 
showing no evidence of this. We were entranced by the 
original 1874 architectural drawings by Thomas Lainson of 
Middle Street Synagogue, and a plan c.1908 of Florence 
Place Cemetery. Amongst other exhibits were drawings and 
paintings by Arnold Daghani, Holocaust survivor, who lived 
and died here in Hove, and which he had bequeathed to the 
University of Sussex. 
We had to be dragged away to visit one of the temperature-
controlled store-rooms with their 10 miles of shelving. 
Here we had an explanation of storage and the computer 
controlled retrieval methods. Just looking at the huge storage 
is quite remarkable - more remarkable is how such a system 
works and how any item can be traced to any individual. We 

finished with a visit to the Conservation Room where we saw 
one of the staff at work. She had laid out for us the original 
drawings by Thomas Lainson of the Prayer House at Florence 
Place. What none of us had ever realised was that there was 
also a Caretakers Cottage, looking very art deco - but was it 
ever built?
We were all very grateful to Andrew and his colleagues for 
their time and enthusiasm. It was a pleasure and privilege 
to make a financial contribution to the Friends of the East 
Sussex Record Office for them to purchase more historical 
treasures for all to enjoy. The Keep is open to all (not 
Mondays) so please visit, but take some identification to 
register.
We are all also most grateful to Gordon Franks for his help in 
organising the visit.

Life Before The Nazis 
Yom Hashoah is on 16 April. The film 
being shown by the Sussex Jewish Film 
Club (at Ralli Hall) a few days later on 19 
April will serve to remind us about the 
ordinary lives that Jewish people were 
leading in all parts of Europe in the 1930s, 

as respected and integrated members of their societies, 
before the Nazis finally spread their net.

The film is The Garden of the Finzi Continis (94 mins), an 
Italian movie (with English subtitles) directed by Vittorio 
de Sica, that won several awards including Oscar for Best 
Foreign Language Film. 

In the late 1930s in Ferrara, Italy, the Finzi-Continis are 
one of the leading families - wealthy, aristocratic, urbane 
- and they are also Jewish. Their adult children, Micol 
and Alberto, gather a circle of friends for constant rounds 
of tennis and parties at their villa with its lovely grounds, 
keeping the rest of the world at bay. Into the circle steps 
Giorgio, a middle class Jewish man who falls in love with 
Micol. While his love can’t seem to break through to her to 
draw her out of her garden idyll, the forces of politics close 
in.

All are welcome on 
the basis of a small 
donation on the 
door (free to Ralli 
Hall members and 
full-time students) 
and it’s 7 for 
7.30pm as usual 
with hot and cold 
drinks available. 
We hope to see 
you there.

Although a bit further into the future, we’d also like to 
mention our forthcoming evening on Sunday, 7th June, 
so that you can save the date. We’re calling it An Evening 
with Phil Grabsky. Phil Grabsky is an award-winning 
documentary film-maker for cinema, TV and video, 
with a film career spanning 25 years. His subjects have 
included artists, composers, history, social documentary, 
the making of War Horse, etc. We’re honoured that he’s 
agreed to put on an evening for us when he’ll talk about 
his film-making and show excerpts from some of his films. 
This evening in June with Phil Grabsky promises to be 
something a bit different for the Film Club.
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James Barr
Simon & Schuster, 2012
464 pages, paperback
£8.99
Review by Ivor Richards
I have just finished reading “A Line in the Sand” by James 
Barr. The subtitle is “Britain, France and the struggle that 
shaped the Middle East”.

I thought I was well informed about the history of the past 100 
years in the Middle East, from The Sykes Picot agreement in 
1915 to today, but after reading this book, I have a completely 
new perspective on the subject. This is a meticulously 
researched book, from British, French, Arab and Zionist 
sources, and the skulduggery has to be read to be believed. 
Alliances were as stable as quicksand and just as durable. 

The story covers the period to the end of the British Mandate, 
the results of which are with us today. There are no heroes, 
only people with their own agendas and Powers with their 
specific objectives. Promises made in the heat of the moment 
were replaced by others deemed more expedient in changed 
circumstances - all against a background of the titanic 
struggle on the Western Front.

In brief, it was the struggle between Britain and France for 
mastery of the Middle East that led to the two countries 
carving up the Ottoman Empire between them. 

The Balfour Declaration was not a gratuitous gesture but a 
coldblooded rational decision, based on securing perceived 
American backing (from their vocal Jewish Community) and 
heading off a similar proclamation being considered by the 
Kaiser’s Government with similar motives.

Britain’s approach to Palestine was simple. It was seen as 
a necessary bulwark to control the Suez Canal. Similarly, 
France’s sponsorship of a Christian dominated Lebanon was 
designed to strengthen their position. Both policies were 
believed to secure the gratitude of their respective minorities, 
but overlooked entirely the effect on the Muslim populations.

The policy oscillations that followed only made the Colonial 
powers deeply unpopular with everyone. Before 1940 and 
a war with Germany looking more and more likely, Britain’s 

relations with Metropolitan 
France were deemed 
crucial and mandatory 
responsibilities put on the 
back burner. Once France 
collapsed, Britain took the 
opportunity of seeking to 
oust her ally’s influence in 
the region by encouraging 
Arab independence for 
Syria/Lebanon, hoping 
to divert aspirations 
for Palestine, deemed 
absolutely essential to 
be controlled by Britain 
for the then foreseeable 
future.

The gradual realisation 
of what was happening 
to Europe’s Jews, led 
to the Yishuv’s growing 
militancy, led by the Irgun and the Stern Gang. Britain, caught 
between this rising force and Arab anger at perceived double-
dealing, was in an impossible position and departed the 
scene in May 1948. What a mess!

Anyone who wishes to try to understand why the Middle East 
is such a political minefield must read this book.

A Line in the Sand
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On Erev Pesach, Jews throughout the world will sit down at 
the seder table: observant Jews of all denominations and 
none, secular and cultural Jews, humanist, socialist, feminist 
and LGBT Jews. Why? Why is it that not only observant Jews 
of all persuasions, but Jews who do not generally observe 
the rites and practices of Jewish life, choose to gather around 
the seder table? Why is it that in addition to the vast array of 
traditional haggadot, and the expanding variety of editions, 
published by the various progressive movements, there are 
so many other creative versions available? What draws so 
many variously identified Jews to Pesach?
It is our story, of course: the tale of the liberation of our 
ancestors from slavery. It is also clear that the first rabbis, 
who re-crafted the observance of Pesach, after the 
destruction of the Temple in 70 CE, by bringing the festival 
into people’s homes, and creating the first Haggadah 
(Mishnah, Seder Mo’eid: Pesachim), helped to ensure that 
the obligation to transmit the remembrance of the Exodus 
through the generations, as stated in the Torah (Exodus 
13:8), would be fulfilled. And there is something else besides 
the compelling story of our people’s beginnings and brilliant 
rabbinic initiative: the tale of the Exodus is a source of 
continuous inspiration for all those, who still live in chains 
and for all those who, in solidarity with the enslaved, are 
determined to eradicate slavery.

It is shocking that slavery is still a reality today – and not 
just in countries dominated by pre-modern ideologies and 
practices. Slavery and human trafficking is rife in Britain, 
across Europe, and in the United States. Of course, we must 
not forget that every time we buy a cheap item of clothing in a 
shop on our own local high street, there is a huge probability 
that it has been produced by slave labour – including, child 
labour – in another part of the globe.
This year, T’ruah, ‘the rabbinic call for human rights’ in the 
United States, which has been engaged in an anti-human 
trafficking campaign for some time, has produced a new 
Haggadah, The Other Side of the Sea: A Haggadah on 
Fighting Modern Slavery (2015) to raise awareness and to 
inspire people to take action. But in doing this, T’ruah is not 
simply investing the festival of Pesach with new life. One of 
the key passages in the traditional Haggadah, Ha Lachmah 
Anya, ‘This is the Bread of Affliction’, concludes with the 
words, in a combination of Aramaic and Hebrew:  Ha-shatta, 
avdey; la-shanah ha-ba’ah, b’ney chorin – ‘This year, slaves; 
next year, free people’. And so, we fulfil our obligation to 
observe the festival of Pesach, not simply by retelling and 
re-living the story of the liberation of our slave ancestors, but 
by committing ourselves to the struggle against slavery and 
human trafficking today. Chag Samei’ach!

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

‘This year, slaves; next year, free people’ 
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

Events@BHPS 
BHPS Communal Seder 
Purim 
BHPS celebrated Purim with a Megillah reading, while at the Purim Shabbaton 
the children made Hamantaschen and enjoyed Purim craft activities. Everybody 
joined in with the singing of Purim songs and watched the Purimspiel written and 
presented by the children of the religion school.

Hebrew Lessons
Rabbi Elli is now leading Hebrew lessons on Saturdays after the Shacharit service. 
These are for every level of proficiency. Bring your own lunch (vegetarian or 
permitted fish) or order a bagel from the office by Thursday.

The Six Point Foundation 
The Six Point Foundation is a charity that gives grants to 
improve the lives of older people who are Jewish Holocaust 
survivors and refugees in the UK. The foundation recently ran 
a poster competition to give people the opportunity to think 
about and celebrate what is – and 
can be – done to make all older 
(age 70+) people’s lives better. 
The brief was to design a poster 
to celebrate what is possible and 
achievable in making an older 
person have a better life. 
Ayala Romem (aged 14), whose 
family belong to BHPS, won 
the second prize in the 12 – 18 
year old section. Ayala based 
the poster on her visits to BHPS 
member Rose Cannan.

Ayala had to choose an older people’s charity to which the 
Six Point Foundation would donate £250 on her behalf. She 
has chosen the BHPS L’Chayim project, which works with 
older members of the synagogue.
The winning pictures will be turned into posters which will be 

distributed to different care homes 
with the aim of brightening them 
up, bringing a smile and challenging 
stereotypes.
For more information about the Six 
Point Foundation, please visit the 
website www.sixpointfoundation.org.
uk/for-individuals
The Foundation contact is Renata 
McDonnell, Communications and 
Grants Officer, Six Point Foundation, 
25-26 Enford Street, London W1H 
1DW or by ringing 0203 372 8882.



16 17

issue 251 | april 2015

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

The ancient yet timeless message of the Pesach 
narrative, recounted in many millions of Jewish homes 
for over three millennia, is as relevant now as it has 
ever been. In recent months we have witnessed 
attacks on freedom of speech, education and religious 
expression. Not verbal or theoretical attacks but very 
real and tangible attempts to curb both individual 
and communal freedom. In an age when so many of 
the liberties we take for granted are under fire it is a 
message of liberty.

Pesach must occur in spring. Every few years our 
calendar incorporates an extra month in order to 
ensure that we celebrate this festival in the same 
month our ancestors left Egypt. There is a profound 
symbolism in this, for spring represents the culture 
and beliefs of the ancient Egyptians and our liberation 
at this time demonstrates the error of that culture and 
those beliefs. 

When Moshe, as G-d’s emissary, first asked Pharaoh 
to release the Hebrew slaves Pharaoh responded ‘I 
do not know G-d and I will not send out the Children 
of Israel’. When Pharaoh made this declaration, it 
was not a confession of ignorance, but a positive 
statement of his disregard for the kind of deity Moshe 
represented. The Egyptians believed in creations not 
creator; they believed in the forces of nature. For them 
the River Nile was a god, it was a natural resource 
which provided the irrigation required for their crops. 
The sun was a god, providing warmth and light. The 
lamb was revered as a god, for it represented the 
forces of nature, resurgent in the spring. Before the 
Exodus the Israelites were commanded to take a 
lamb, sacrifice it to Hashem and smear its blood on 
their doorposts to identify themselves as believers in 
the true G-d, creator of the natural resources deified 
by their Egyptian oppressors. Not only creator but 
controller, as demonstrated by the Ten Plagues 
which turned the Nile to blood, blotted out the Sun 
and showed Hashem’s dominion over creatures and 
creations of all kinds. 

Before emerging from slavery the Israelites were 
called upon to affirm their allegiance to their G-d. We 
celebrate Pesach in the spring to affirm our belief that 
nature is subordinate to Hashem and that we owe our 
freedom to Him. 

At the time of the Pesach narrative we were 
dominated by our oppressors. In no way are we now 
in a comparable situation, but in some measure we 
all feel the scourge of antisemitism growing. Any 
thinking Jew with a sense of history cannot fail to be 
concerned. 

At this time Pesach comes along with its annual 
reminder that our people have a G-d given freedom 
which no one can take from us. That we have survived 
continuous and seemingly insurmountable challenges 
and attacks. That, in an expression of indomitable 
faith, Jews have celebrated the Pesach Seder in the 
hellholes of the Warsaw Ghetto and Auschwitz. That 
we have outlived the Assyrian, Babylonian, Greek, 
Roman and Nazi empires that sought to dominate and 
destroy us. That the liberty we cherish was given to us 
so that we may aspire to G-d’s mission to be a ‘light 
to the nations’ by living by the ways of the Torah. For 
us, liberty and faith are inextricably connected and 
should lead to an exemplary life inspired by that faith.

The historian Paul Johnson wrote the following:

All the great conceptual discoveries of the intellect 
seem obvious and inescapable once they have been 
revealed, but it requires a special genius to formulate 
them for the first time. The Jews had this gift. To them 
we owe the idea of equality before the law, both divine 
and human; of the sanctity of life and the dignity of the 
human person; of the individual conscience and so 
of personal redemption; of the collective conscience 
and so of social responsibility; of peace as an abstract 
ideal and love as the foundation of justice, and many 
other items which constitute the basic moral furniture 
of the human mind. Without the Jews it might have 
been a much emptier place.

As a historian there are things Johnson cannot write; 
as a Rabbi, not only can I write those things but I 
must. The gift the Jews had was twofold; the liberty 
they were granted on Pesach which enabled them 
to receive the Torah, another gift, at Mount Sinai 
seven weeks later. A Torah replete with the concepts 
mentioned above; the Creator’s plan for His creation 
with both uniquely Jewish observances and universal 
teachings for all mankind. A Torah to live by and 
to share; the purpose of the first Pesach and our 
miraculous, continued survival.

Perla and I wish the entire community a very happy 
and inspiring Pesach.

The Timely & the Timeless 
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Wednesday 15 April 7.30 pm
This year’s Joint Yom Hashoah Service in memory of 
the 6 million will take place at Holland Road shul.
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Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
https://www.facebook.com/BrightonReform
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org

The Four Sons  
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo 

In some of the most ancient Haggadot, the Four Sons 
are portrayed as very different. For example, in the 
Altona-Hamburg Haggadah, edited in Germany in 1739, 
the simple son is a schoolchild, the one who does not 
know how to ask is a peasant, the evil son is a Roman 
soldier and of course, the wise son is a Rabbi.
On the same note, in the Szyk Haggadah, printed 
in London in 1940, the simple son is a pious but an 
unintelligent Jew, the wise son is a Hassid, the son 
who does not know how to ask is a kibbutznik and the 
wicked son an assimilated Jew attempting to look like 
a German.
On the other hand, sometimes the four sons are 
portrayed in very similar ways. For example, in the Cecil 
Roth Haggadah (with drawings by Donia Nachsen, 1st 
edition 1934), the four children look almost like twins. 
They have the same teen-ager-ish face, they have the 
same curly hair, they wear the same clothes (a tie and a 
jacket like a school uniform) and only their expressions 
are different.
We can think of the four sons as if each one of them 
has a different personality. On the one hand, the text 
teaches us that there are different ways to teach 
different children. On the other hand, these four sons 
are anonymous, we don’t know who their parents are 
(very strange in a Jewish context!) and probably, they 
have at least something in common, otherwise they 
would not be around the same table on Pesach.

I believe that this page of the Haggadah can be 
read in another way, meaning that every Jew is the 
embodiment of the four sons. At one time in our life, 
each of us has been a rebellious son and after that a 
simple one too. Each of us is wise in something, either 
as the result of reading or out of experience. And, 
especially, each of us has been unable to ask at least 
one time or maybe many times.
Not being able to ask does not necessarily mean not 
knowing the language, or being unable to speak. It 
could mean feeling lost or disorientated. It could mean 
being faced with some part of our religion and culture 
that we struggle to understand. This is especially true 
for the younger generation of Jews, many of whom, in 
increasing numbers, are looking to know more about 
their culture and religion but at the same time feel 
as though they are alienated and lost. This is either 
because of personal experience or because of some 
rulings for which they don’t see the rationale.
It is up to us, those who keep Shabbat, who go to 
shul, who organise the Seder, to educate the young 
generation, to teach to them the beauty of Judaism 
and its high moral values. Around the Seder table there 
is room for every kind of Jew, even for those who feel 
remote from Judaism. I would say that the Seder is 
particularly for this son, for this generation, for this 
kind of Jew. The Haggadah says: “You shall begin the 
narration” for their benefit.

Bulletin Board for April
Friday 3  Erev Pesach - 1st Night Seder

Saturday 4  1st Day Pesach Service, 10.30 am
  Shabbat Doroteinu    
  Communal 2nd Night Seder, 6.30 pm

Friday 10                  7th Day Pesach Service, 10.30 am

Saturday 11 Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
  Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 am

Sunday 12     Cheder new term –Mimouna, 10.00 am

Wed 15     yom Hashoah Service, 6.30 pm

Friday 17     Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm

Saturday 18 Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
  Havdala on the beach, 8.30 pm

Monday 20 Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm

Wed 22  yom Ha’zikaron

Thursday 23 yom Ha’atzmaut

Sunday 26  Stonesetting of Scarlett Epstein z’l, 2.30 pm
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Diary – April 2015 
Thursday 2 Home ceremonial search for Chametz after dark

Erev Pesach -           Fast of First Born
  Shachrit at West Hove
  Latest time for eating, drinking Chametz: 10.18 am
  Latest time for burning Chametz: 11.41 am
  First Seder after dark
   Mincha 7.15 pm. Shabbat and yom Tov begin 7.21 

pm

Shabbat 4 First day Pesach
  Shachrit 9.30 am. Prayer for dew at Musaf
  Mincha 7.25 pm, counting of Omer
  Shabbat ends 8.30 pm
  Second Seder

Sunday 5                  Shachrit 9.30 am
  yom Tov ends 8.32 pm

6-8 April                 Chol Hamoed services at West Hove

Thursday 9 Chol Hamoed service at West Hove
   Eiruv Tavshilim home ceremony before yom Tov 

begins 7.31 pm
  Mincha 7.30 pm

Friday 10                 Seventh day Pesach
  Shachrit 9.30 am
  Shabbat ends 7.33 pm, Mincha 7.30 pm

Shabbat 11 Eighth day Pesach
  Shachrit 9.30 am
  Song of Songs, yizkor
  Shabbat and yom Tov end 8.43 pm

Tuesday 14 Ladies Discussion Circle 10.30 am

Wednesday 15  Joint yom Hashoah service with West Hove 7.30 
pm

Thursday 16  Holocaust Memorial Day –yom Hashoah – for Six 
Million

19-20 April  Rosh Chodesh Iyyar

Wednesday 22  yom Hazikaron – Memorial Day for the fallen in 
defence of the State of Israel

Thursday 23 yom Ha’atzmaut

Shabbat 25  Kiddush to mark the centenary birthday of Mr 
Michael Brummer

HHC
Rabbi Vivian Silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com and rabbivcsilverman@gmail.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

Pesach and the meaning of freedom
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

Pesach marks the freeing of the people of Israel from over 
two centuries of abject slavery to the Egyptian Pharaohs. 
This freedom led, seven weeks later, to the giving of the 
Torah (God’s Laws) to his people. In other words, freedom 
from the tyranny of the king of Egypt led to freedom under 
the law of the God of Israel.
We, who, ever since Sinai, have understood what it 
means to be subjugated to others (and over the past two 
thousand years, the Jewish people have been the victims 
of many regimes and religious authorities) and then to 
obtain some measure of freedom – be it of worship, 
movement, speech, everyday living. We, the Jewish 
people have never taken the word freedom lightly, which 
is why we have been in the forefront of movements that 
cry out for freedom: the southern United States during the 
1960s (the freedom marches); South Africa in the 1960s 
and 70s.

But freedom does not mean the right to do whatever we 
want. Just as over three thousand years ago, the people of 
Israel submitted themselves to the will of the Almighty at 
the foot of Mount Sinai, so freedom means respecting the 
rights of others and keeping the laws of the country where 
we live. This applies to all, of whatever faith, colour, ethnic 
background and, equally important, it means retelling the 
vital importance of true freedom constantly, which is what 
Judaism does, at Pesach time and throughout the year.

15 April at 7.30 pm
Please join us at Holland Road shul together with the 
members of Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation  

for a joint Yom Hashoah Service in memory  
of the 6 million.
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What’s on: April 2015  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events!

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Owing to Pesach, please contact activities organisers to determine 
if there are any changes to activity dates and times.

Sundays
 � Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. Tel: 

Adam on 07720 598087 

Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919 

 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport 
Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Study Session with Rabbi Efune at Chabad House 8.15 pm All men welcome

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Living with the times – an in depth look at the 
weekly parsha and its relevance to our times. All ladies welcome. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk – PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO MEETING IN APRIL

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   
Tel:  01273 503708

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members 

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House.  
Tel: 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 
month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30-5.30 pm, 
CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN APRIL 
 
      Wednesday 1
 � JACS with guest speaker Ken Pollock on Stanley Holloway, his life 

and monologues.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. 
£2.00 members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Wednesday 8 

 � Sussex Jewish News - Submission deadline for the May issue.  Send 
your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to sjneditor@
sussexjewishnews.com 

 � JACS NO MEETING owing to Pesach 
 
Wednesday 15   

 � JACS with guest speaker David Barnett on An Indomitable Victorian 
Woman – the story of Judith Montefiore.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members £2.50 non-members  

 � BHHC / HHC Joint Yom Hashoah Service at Holland Road Shul, 7.30 
pm 
 
Sunday 19   

 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents The Garden of the Finzi Continis. 
7.00 for 7.30 pm. Drinks available. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove.  
 
Monday 20   

 � SARID NO MEETING 
 
Wednesday 22   

 � JACS with guest speaker Piers Arthur-Crow on Why Christians 
should support the Jewish Community.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Friday 24  

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation Erev Shabbat Service 6.00 
pm 
 
Tuesday 28  

 � Jewish Historical Society of England, Sussex Branch with guest 
speaker Dr Shirli Gilbert on Music and the Holocaust.  Ralli Hall 
7.45 pm. Members free/Guests £4 to include refreshments. Contact 
Godfrey Gould on 01273 419412 or email g.gould915@btinternet.
com 
 
Wednesday 29 

 � JACS with guest speaker & photographic exhibition presented by 
David and Jean Gerard.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 
pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members

 � Ori Gersht: Don’t Look Back. Exhibition at Towner Art Gallery, 
Devonshire Park, Eastbourne - ends 26 April

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 3
Fri 10
Fri 17
Fri 24

Notable Dates
Fri 3        Erev Pesach
Sat 4 First Day Pesach – beginning counting Omer 
Fri 10  Seventh Day Pesach
Sat 11 Eighth Day Pesach
Thu 16  Yom Hashoah
Thu 23 Yom Ha’atzmaut

Out 

Sat 4
Sat 11
Sat 18
Sat 25

Light Candles 

7.17 pm
7.28 pm
7.40 pm
7.54 pm

Havdalah 

8.27 pm
8.39 pm
8.52 pm
9.07 pm

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread available 
weekly (BUT NOT DURING PESACH) by courtesy of 
Lubavitch Brighton from Premier Convenience Stores 

in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so that we know  
how many to supply.  

Orders can be collected on Thursdays or Fridays. 


