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It’s that time of year again 
when a Purim spiel is called 
for. The tragedy, however, is 
that, these days – between 
Paris and Copenhagen – there 
doesn’t appear to be too 
much that we could make 
funny. 

Across Britain, Jewish 
communities are on the 
highest of alerts. That includes 
all of us in Sussex. What we 
should all be thankful for are 
the numerous volunteers who 
stand outside our shuls and at 
community events to protect us. 
Sometimes people get offended 
at being questioned by our 
security volunteers. They should 
not. It’s all about keeping them 
and everyone else safe.

Often we take our security 
volunteers for granted. But they 
put themselves on the front 
lines on behalf of everyone. The 
Community Security Trust has 
issued new briefings for our 
protection and we are lucky to 
have them here.

In 1973, the late Harry Nilsson 
released his album Son of 

Schmilsson. It is a record that 
is infused with humour. The 
last song is The Most Beautiful 
World In The World, combining 
the genres of reggae and stage 
musical. In this love song to the 
planet, Nilsson suggested that 
we give the world “a kiss… and 
a feel”. 

When it comes to our 
community, we wouldn’t suggest 
going that far. Instead, when 
coming in and out of shul 
everyone should simply thank 
those who stand on guard for 
all of us. These days they are 
indispensable to our well-being 
and our state of mind.

Harry Nilsson suggested 
that we give the world a 
kiss and a feel. When it 
comes to security in our 
community, we wouldn’t 
suggest going that far.
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com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
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New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
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Advertising in Sussex Jewish 
News pays off! 

Just to say that we have had two responses to the ad 
we put into the Sussex Jewish News. The girls played 
at the Synagogue in Hove for a gentleman’s birthday 
tea party. It was a lovely occasion and the music was 
well received and much appreciated. They have also 
played in the Jewish Care Home in Kemptown in 
Brighton.

Many thanks for your help and all good wishes

Christina Sahin and daughters

(Music for your simchas)

Back in touch in Worthing 

I am delighted to say that following my little article in 
the December issue of SJN, I have been contacted by a 
new couple who have come to live in the area and was 
delighted to have news from someone who used to live 
in Worthing and wanted to be in touch again.

Barbara Gordon

Your News & Views

Births
Mazel tov to:
•  Sue and Richard Graham Gordon on the birth of a 

granddaughter.

•  the Cobbs and Sharpe families on the birth of Scarlett to 
Olivia and Kevin.

Simchas
Mazel tov to Helen and the Epstein family on the following 
simchas:-
•  the engagement of Gary and Amanda’s daughter 

Danielle to Gideon.
•  the engagement of Gary and Amanda’s son Jason to 

Kim.
•  the marriage of Paul and Lauren’s daughter Samantha to 

Eric in Florida.

Anniversary
Mazel tov to Barbara and Irvyn Isaacs on the wonderful 
celebration of their Emerald Wedding anniversary (55 
years).

Special Birthdays
We send birthday greetings to Sam Barsam (80), Darren 
Berman, Shan Cuddis, John Essex, Michael Fields, Roz 
Flashman , Bryan Huberman and Pearl Miller. 

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleima to Rose Ani, Simon Cobbs, 
Alan Glynne, Lewis Mann, Rena Feld, Alan Style and all 
who are unwell or in hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of
• Victor Comiskey z’l
• Ronnie Rutherford z’l
• Marilyn Seligman z’l 
• Alan Sugarman z’l
•  Professor Sir David Watson (husband of Betty Skolnick)

Competition Winners
Mazel tov to Beryl and Mef Sharpe who were the lucky 
winners in our February competition for two seats to see 
the much-acclaimed play Taken at Midnight.

Helping Hands 

It’s now six months since we launched 
our appeal for funds to replace our 
Helping Hands bus with a new model 
that will be able to continue to help 
the community in future years, as the 
existing one has done up till now.

We’re really pleased with the progress. 
People have been very generous. From 
the total amount needed of £52,000, 

we now have all but £12,500. We just need a final push for 
the rest!

Can you help 
us? As well 
as individual 
donations, we 
are looking for 
local businesses 
that might 
like their logo 
displayed on the 
bus. Remember, 
it is used not only 
by ourselves, 
but also by 
Community 
Transport for the wider community.

It will be seen driving around Brighton & Hove nearly every 
day for the next six years and could have your company’s 
logo displayed for all to see!

If you could help, either as an individual or on behalf of 
your company, please contact us on: 

01273 747722 or helping-hands@helping-hands.org

01273 747722

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer 

The winter weather is here but I am glad to say our 
members are enjoying The Lunch and Social Club as 
they receive a very warm welcome from our Volunteers 
and enjoy the daily activities and the nutritious three-
course meal. 

On Tuesday mornings we have the amazing Adele who 
takes the Tai Chi class for members and also people 
who just come to take part in her class. If exercise 
is not for you, Rabbi Efune joins us for amazing 
discussions, which are always very interesting. Our 
volunteer Lana also does a quiz, which shows us how 
competitive our members are, and it is lots of fun too. 
Every Tuesday afternoon we have an entertainer that 
we all enjoy and sing along to, or some of our members 
get up and have a dance. On Tuesday 3rd February 
we had Sivan Rubinstein with her Samba and Tears 
dancers who entertained us, then invited our members 
to dance with them. 

Thursday mornings Anandi takes Yoga classes with 
our members, for whom it is very important to keep on 
exercising. We also have crosswords on a Thursday 

morning and I am sure they would be good competition 
for the Eggheads. We also have a games afternoon on 
Thursday comprising Bridge, Kalooki, Rummikub and 
many other games. 

On Sunday 8th February we had a fund-raising card 
afternoon with afternoon tea, at Ralli Hall. 

April is a good time to go to sunny Eastbourne for 
a weekend, so remember to let me know if you are 
interested, as there are not many places left. 

On the 10th May we are having a Race Night, which is 
a new adventure for us. Hopefully, we will have more 
information for you all in the next SJN. 

Important - if you would like to learn how to play 
bridge or learn how to use a computer, classes are 
starting now, so if you are interested or would like more 
information please give me a call. 

We are glad to say that our own website is up 
and running, we can be found at: http://www.
lunchandsocialclub.co.uk, so please keep an eye on 
our website. 

If you are interested in any of the above, please contact 
Jacquie on 01273 739999.

Did you know that you could be a volunteer for just 
a day? A group of young men from the Princes Trust 
came to do just that on 21 January. They enjoyed 
a varied and busy day which included art, music, 
photography and playing scrabble, dominos and table 
tennis as well as making fruit into a rather good fruit 
salad and joining us for a fish and chip lunch.

Holocaust Memorial Day is particularly poignant for 
those of our residents who are survivors. This year 
Rabbi Lewis helped us to mark the occasion with a 
talk and lighting of memorial candles. Some people 

from the Home later went to Sussex University to 
listen to the speakers who came to the special HMD 
event organised by the Centre for German-Jewish 
Studies. This link then took off further with a group of 
Jewish Society students from the university coming to 
see us before Shabbat. We had great fun discussing 
hairdressing tips and the changes that have happened 
over the years.

As always, if you feel you could spare us some time 
to help volunteer as a regular or for a one-off event, 
please contact Natasha or Mark on 01273 688226. 

Hyman Fine House:  mixing the generations 
by Natasha Carson and Mark Pady

On 17 January we were delighted to welcome Chazan 
Stephen Cotsen from Cardiff representing the Masorti 
Movement. The Masorti Movement take a less rigid 
approach to services and each congregation can set 
its own rules within the framework of an orthodox 
service. For instance, the repetition of the Musaf Amida 
was omitted on the occasion of our service. In some 
congregations men and women are not segregated and 
women can take a more active part in the services. The 
Eastbourne congregation has not made any ‘official’ 
decisions about these matters, nor actual affiliation with 
the Masorti Movement. It remains to be seen what the 
views of members are so watch this space!

Thank you to Linda Taylor for organising the delicious 
kiddush.

We wish all our members who are unwell a speedy 
recovery, especially Linda and Ronnie Taylor.

We also wish mazel tov to Karine and Johnny Gould on 
the birth of their daughter Leonora.

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation
by Stella Harris 
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About a hundred people gathered at the Red Roaster in 
St. James Street, Brighton, chattering, nattering, getting 
coffees and looking forward to an evening of music. 
Slowly everyone became aware of a loud and exciting 
clarinet tune making itself heard over all the noise and 
gradually we settled, as the vigorous clarinet playing of 
the talented Merlin Shepherd captured our attention. The 
excitement of that moment didn’t let up for a moment. 

Polina Shepherd introduced her two guests, Daniel 
Kahn with his accordion and Psoy Korolenko, he of the 
wonderful voice and sense of humour, who could have 
doubled for Father Christmas in his younger days.

Polina, with her usual infectious enthusiasm, swept us 
along through songs, piano, clarinet and accordion: they 
sang together, they played separately; it was a riotous 
evening of music, song and laughter.

If you needed an antidote to the bitterly cold weather 
outside this was it. If the Red Roaster had not been 
packed to the rafters we would all have been on our feet 
stamping and twirling. A joyous evening and let’s hope to 
have more of them.

Warmth On A Frosty Evening
by Maxine Toff

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams

I have commented on the number of important community 
meetings now being held at, and hosted by, Ralli Hall. 
There was yet another, held under the auspices of the 
Sussex Jewish Representative Council, and with so many 
present that it had to be held in the Great Hall instead 
of the booked Magrill Lounge. Top officials from the 
Community Security Trust and senior policemen from the 
Sussex Police Authority joined us. The community was 
given the opportunity of learning more about the security 
situation in Brighton & Hove and the country as a whole 
and was also given the opportunity to ask questions. This 
was a very important meeting and we were very happy to 
host it.

I am continuing with my project to upgrade the facilities on 
the lower ground floor, this time by altering and increasing 
some storage areas so as to prevent the piles of chairs, 
folding tables and other equipment from continuing to 
clutter up the accommodation. I gained an area of 6ft x 
3ft, just by changing over the lead door in a pair of doors 

leading to a walk-in storage area, and also created a 5ft 
6in x 11ft walk-in store just by having a short stud partition 
wall erected, a door put into an adjacent stud wall and 
having a sink unit moved. I have also allowed a toilet to 
be used for “semi-disabled” purposes, just by having a 
door hinged outwards instead of inwards – simple and 
inexpensive changes, just needing some lateral thinking.

We are coming up to Annual General Meeting time once 
again. This will be held, as usual, at the end of May or 
the beginning of June – date to be confirmed – and once 
again I am asking for fresh blood to join the Board, as 
we are now really becoming rather geriatric and need to 
pass over the reins to the next generation sooner rather 
than later. This should also include me, as I am not getting 
any younger and by this AGM I will have been the Hon. 
Chairman for a full twenty-five years; a very long time and 
over a third of my life to date.   Are there any takers?

See you at Ralli Hall!

Hastings and District Jewish 
Society
by Stella Harris 

Thank you to Brian Linke and his team for organising a 
moving Holocaust Memorial Service in Hastings.

In April, we will be holding our service on the 10th as it will 
be Pesach on the first Friday of the month.

There will be many programmes to look forward to in the 
coming months: Lynn’s tale of fleeing Persia with her late 
husband; Ruth and Robin and friends singing and playing 
their new harp and talks on varied subjects.

We welcome two new members, Diane and Shelley Katz.

We sadly have to say goodbye to Reva Flasta as she has 
moved to Liverpool to be near her family. She is settling 
down well in the Jewish Home near them.

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Once again, thanks to the Centre for German-Jewish 
Studies.  On 28 January I and many others, including 
local schoolchildren, had the privilege of attending this 
event, beautifully organised, as always, by Diana Franklin. 
Helpful students were on hand to show attendees where 
to park and the way in to the Jubilee building. After 
those of us who elected to partake of it, had enjoyed a 
very good lunch, we all took our seats in a large modern 
lecture theatre and listened to excellent, short, welcome 
speeches by Professor Michael Farthing, the Vice-
Chancellor, Abraham Baldry, the President of Students’ 
Union, and Dr Gideon Reuveni, the Director of the Centre 
of German-Jewish Studies.

The first speaker was Thomas Harding, an eminent 
journalist and writer, who gave us a riveting off-the-cuff 
account of the true story of the Jewish investigator, his 
great-uncle, Hanns Herman Alexander, who, at the end of 
World War II, pursued, tracked down and captured one of 
Nazi Germany’s most notorious war-criminals. This was 
Rudolf Höss, Commandant of Auschwitz. 

The tale is an astounding one on many levels, not least 
because Thomas Harding and his family had had no 
idea about his great-uncle’s exploits until after his death 
in December 2006. It was Thomas who painstakingly 
researched the story, travelling far and wide and 
interviewing his descendants and others. His book on the 
subject, Hanns and Rudolf, The German Jew and the Hunt 
for the Kommandant of Auschwitz, is compelling reading 
for anyone interested in history and in trying to find out 
what made intelligent people commit mass murder on an 
industrial scale. The talk was followed by a question and 
answer session chaired by Professor Clive Webb, Head of 
the School of History, Art History and Philosophy.

After a short break we heard a Holocaust survivor, 
Zahava Kohn, née Kanarek, in conversation with her 
daughter Hephzibah Rudofsky, talk about her war-time 
experiences as a young child and her family’s remarkable 
survival against the odds. They lived through the horrors 
of Westerbork transit camp and then Bergen-Belsen. 
Particularly affecting was the fact that the Kanarek family 
had actually given away Zahava’s 16 month-old baby 
brother in order to save his life, never knowing whether 
they would ever see him again. 

Amazingly, they were helped by a member of the Dutch 
Resistance and were reunited with him, aged 5, after 
the war. The spell-binding talk was greatly enhanced by 
the sight of much regalia, including Zahava’s own yellow 
star, photographs, postcards written in code and actual 
documents dating from the time of their incarceration, 
all saved by her remarkable mother. Hephzibah told us 
that her mother has only been giving these talks for the 
last few years, and that now the pair also go into German 
schools. Zahava Kohn has written a book on the subject, 
Fragments of a Lost Childhood, together with Ann Rosen. 
The question and answer session which followed was 
chaired by Dr Gerhard Wolf, Deputy Director, Centre for 
German-Jewish Studies. 

This annual event is open to all, but I saw very few 
familiar faces in the theatre. I strongly urge our readers in 
the community to make every effort to attend next year, 
preferably with youngsters in tow, not least in order to 
support the University German-Jewish Department. If you 
do you will take part in a profoundly moving experience, 
and one which will continue the important work of passing 
on memories of that dark time in history, in order that it 
may never happen again. As has been said many times, it 
won’t be long before we have no survivors to tell the tale. 

Hastings Remembers

Around 250 people packed into St Mary in the Castle, 
on Hastings seafront, on Saturday 24th January, for the 
town’s annual Holocaust Memorial Day service.

Organiser Brian Linke said that he was very pleased with 
the event, which was very well attended; this year’s theme 
was ‘Keeping The Memory Alive’.

It was an honour that his Excellency, Mr Andris Teikmanis, 
the Latvian Ambassador, accepted the invitation to 
attend. He gave a very powerful speech on how Latvian 
individuals had suffered during the terrible events of the 
Second World War.

Speakers, Trish Russell and Peter Lennard remembered 
Brighton resident Stanley Faull, who died just last year, 
having been one of the only members of his family to 
survive the Holocaust. He made Brighton his home after 
the war and became a very successful businessman, but 
remained compassionate and caring throughout his life.

One of the highlights of the event was a superb 
performance by Acromax Performance Group, from 
Helenswood School, which gave an exhilarating and 
intensely moving dance entitled ‘Keeping The Memory 
Alive’. Some of their members are only 11 years old, yet 
they were brilliant.

HMD 2015

University of Sussex
by Stephanie Megitt



8 9

issue 250 | march 2015

Amber Rudd MP gave a reading explaining the 
‘Stolpersteine’ - memorial stones - which are created to 
honour individuals who died in the Holocaust. And Opera 
South East was excellent, as always, providing music at 
the start and end of the service.

It was a very thought-provoking morning and showed 
yet again how we must all work together to stop these 
atrocities from happening.

Brian Linke expressed his gratitude to all those who 
helped in the organisation of the event. 

The service was supported by Hastings Borough Council, 
and attended by the Mayor, Cllr Bruce Dowling and 
council leader, Cllr Jeremy Birch, who added, “It was 
another very moving service.

I was especially pleased to be able to introduce 
the Latvian Ambassador, who chose to come and 
commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day here with us. I 
was interested to learn that he and his wife are regular 
visitors to Hastings.

I am very grateful to Brian Linke, the Rev Chris Sears and 
their small team who worked so hard to organise it, also to 
Niall Whitehead from Helenswood school whose students 
put on such a powerful performance. Every year Brian 
finds another angle for us to consider Holocaust Memorial 
Day from, and so deepen our knowledge of those terrible 
events.”. 

Carden Primary School
by Paul Harrington

In the lead up to HMD 2015, pupils at Carden Primary 
School in Brighton were visited by Bryan Huberman, 
whose father Alfred had been a survivor of the Holocaust. 
The children were told of the harrowing experiences 
that Alfred and millions of others experienced during 
the Second World War. As part of their English work on 
journalism, the children then wrote a news report about 
this period in history. Their work was displayed 
during Brighton’s Holocaust Memorial event at 
the Old Courtroom where some of the children 
read extracts from their work. The following is 
piece of writing from one of the children:

“The Holocaust started in 1933 in Nazi 
controlled Germany. Adolf Hitler discriminated 
against groups of people such as Jews, 
disabled people, gay people and anyone who 
was black. These people were rounded up and 
herded into cattle trucks and sent on a horrible 
squashed journey to a concentration camp 
where they were persecuted or made to work. 
One reason these people were discriminated 
against was because Hitler blamed the Jews for 
Germany losing the 1st World War. His perfect 
person would have blonde hair and blue eyes. 
The Holocaust ended in 1945 at the end of the 
2nd World War.

“On Thursday 15th January 2015 Carden pupils 
were visited by refugee Doris Levinson and by 

Bryan Huberman, who was the son of Alfred Huberman. 
Alfred was a survivor of the Holocaust. He was born in 
1928 and lived in the East of Poland. Alfred was a Jew 
and his town was called Pulawy. When Alfred was 10 the 
Jews were being bullied and they had to wear the Star of 
David on their clothes. In 1939 World War 2 started. Alfred 
and his family buried their belongings that they wanted to 
keep when they got kicked out of their home. They went 
to a ‘ghetto’ and then shortly after they found somewhere 
to hide. Alfred was in hiding until the age of 14 when his 
family were found and put into groups. That was the last 
time he saw his family. Alfred was taken to a labour camp 
where he was forced to work, which began to affect his 
health. The living conditions were horrifying. Alfred had 
very little food to eat. In 1945 Alfred was taken to another 
camp in Germany. He had to pretend he was older to stay 
alive. He continued doing his work at that camp until the 
camp was liberated later in 1945. On the 20th August 
1945 he was invited to England, with 732 other survivors, 
where he lived for the rest of his life. 

“Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) is commemorated on the 
27th January every year around the world in a variety of 
different ways such as lighting candles, laying flowers and 
reading prayers. In addition people in different countries 
meet to remember all the lives that were lost and the 
people who survived. People also gather to show their 
respect to the families that lost loved ones around the 
world. There are lots of different Holocaust Memorials 
such as in Germany, Poland and England. 

“Holocaust Memorial Day is important because it helps us 
to remember all the people who died. It also helps to not 
repeat the tragic event of 70 years ago. The world needs 
to accept each other regardless of their race, gender, age, 
ability or colour of their skin. 

Keep the Memory Alive!”

Paul Harrington is a teacher at Carden Primary School, 
Brighton



10 11

issue 250 | march 2015

Features

Having just returned from an uplifting trip to Israel I would 
like to take the opportunity to tell you what is happening at 
our villages.

I am truly inspired by what I witnessed, as after such a 
traumatic start in life and a difficult summer of war, the 
children were full of enjoyment and ready and willing to 
focus on their future. They continue to take each day in 
their stride and enjoy life as it comes. The villages are 
constantly welcoming more children from Israel and 
around the world including a sharp recent increase in the 
number of French students arriving.

At Yemin Orde Youth Village, only 4 years after a terrible 
fire destroyed 12 buildings and caused significant damage 
to 70% of the other buildings, the village is now thriving. 
I was privileged to visit the new children’s home, which 
offers modern facilities and a warm family atmosphere 
for 24 children. It was fantastic to witness such huge 
developments in the village but of course there is still 
plenty that needs to be rebuilt at Yemin Orde. 

I enjoyed immensely my first visit to the women’s Mechina. 
Part of Yemin Orde Initiatives, it opened in 2013 with 
the aim of empowering young women, from the margins 
of Israeli Society, with the tools necessary to become 
leaders in the military and beyond. For the first time these 
young women are learning how to shoulder responsibility 
and they are developing a sense of self-awareness and 
confidence for the future.

The boys of T.O.M. (Torah 
u’Mikzoah - a Bnei Akiva village) 
are excelling in their studies. 
Their new telecommunications 
programme is recognised for its 
excellence by the government 
and potential students. This 
year the village was given 
licence to provide a further 
year of study and is able to 
issue Engineering Certificates 
to successful students. 
Students graduating from 
these programmes are likely 
to be future assets to the IDF 
and leaders in the booming 

Israeli technological industry. Unfortunately space is 
short in the village and there is an urgent need for more 
classrooms and laboratories. We are also looking forward 
to welcoming 8 boys from T.O.M over to London in June. 
They will be taking part in the bronze expedition of the 
Duke of Edinburgh award with children from JLGB as part 
of the Israel Award. 

The children at Aloney Yitzhak are thriving, they are 
achieving excellent results and the demand for entry into 
the school is high. With the influx of more religious French 
students, they are trying to raise funds for a Sefer Torah. 

Talpiot are making plans for the new therapy centre, which 
unfortunately is needed now more than ever.

At Neveh Hadassah I was honoured to hand out 
certificates to those students who received scholarships. 
The children are extremely appreciative of the school and 
all their supporters for enabling them with opportunities 
that would not be available to them otherwise. 

I would like to encourage as many people as possible to 
visit the villages to see the wonderful work they do and 
the reasons why we rely on your support for our children.  
Please visit our website: www.youthaliyah.org.uk

Youth Aliyah Child Rescue
by Nelly Ebert, Executive Director
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Culture

JACS
by Elaine Tubby and Janice Greenwood

Neil Sadler, a retired policeman, told us that “A Policeman’s 
lot can be quite an interesting one”. He had a varied career in 
the Force: on duty one cold night he came across a shop with 
a window broken and a brick lying just inside the building. 
There was nobody around, but a few doors along, was a 
gentlemen’s toilet. All the cubicle doors were open except 
one. Neil banged on the door with his truncheon, the door 
opened and there stood a man with a bundle under his arm. 
On being questioned, the man said that yes, he had thrown 
the brick. He had just come out of jail, had nowhere to go 
and wanted to be arrested so that he could have somewhere 
to spend the night! Neil took him to a refuge for homeless 
people. 
Neil told us about the Grand Hotel bombing in 1984. The 
bomber has reformed and now works with the daughter of 
an M.P. who was killed in the bombing, to try to get peace in 
foreign countries. He talked about missing persons, of whom 
there were 3,381 in Sussex in 2010. One story that had a 
happy ending was about a little girl aged two who, whilst on 
a family picnic, went with her sisters to play in a wood. When 
the parents called the children to go home, the youngest child 
didn’t come. She had wandered off deeper into the wood. 

A search party was organised with police and volunteers 
looking for her. She was found on the second day sleeping 
in a hollow at the base of a tree. Neil was a West Country 
man, and told us that the reason he came to Sussex was that 
it was the only Force in England (at that time) which would 
accept a bearded man!
Brian Freeland told us about the “Women of the Raj”. He 
talked about English women who went to India to join their 
husbands who were serving in the army, or to meet and marry 
Englishmen. The women were a mixed bunch; the wives of 
officers could be very grand and quite often took advantage 
of the Indian servants. The women from poorer homes, when 
they made their “match” were sometimes unkind to the 
servants. They did have a hard life. The weather and diseases 
were very hard to put up with. When their children were 
seven years old they would be sent back to England to be 
educated, usually at boarding schools and they would not see 
their parents for several years.
We have a varied programme for this month and welcome 
new members and visitors. We meet at the AJEX Centre, in 
the Reform Synagogue in Hove on Wednesday afternoons, 
2.00 to 4.00 pm. Where else can you meet friendly people, 
listen to an interesting speaker, have a cup of tea and a 
biscuit, or two, all for the princely sum of £2 (visitors £2.50)? 
Do come, we’d love to see you.

Jewish Historical Society of 
England, Sussex Branch
by Godfrey Gould

We were treated at our first meeting on 27 January 2015,  to 
an excellent address by Professor Geoffrey Cantor, formerly 
of the University of Leeds, now at University College, London. 
Professor Cantor spoke about the Great Exhibition of 1851 
and the contributions made by the Jewish community to 
its realisation. At the same time there were moves for the 
political emancipation of the Jews and the same people 
who were involved in this campaign were so often the same 
as those involved in the Exhibition. Furthermore, there was 
a clear parallel in the arguments being made in favour and 
against both events. Professor Cantor’s cogent arguments 

were illustrated with quotes from sundry contemporaneous 
sources, as well as other evidence. Everybody at this very 
well attended meeting was highly impressed.
Our last two meetings this session will be in March and April. 
On 24 March, Edgar Samuel, formerly Director and Curator 
of the London Jewish Museum will speak on “The Inquisition 
and the Jews of Portugal”. The address by Dr Shirli Gilbert, 
Ian Karten Senior Lecturer at the Parkes Institute at the 
University of Southampton, on 28 April, will be on “Music and 
the Holocaust”. The latter will be preceded by our very brief 
AGM.
Everybody is invited to these meetings held at Ralli Hall, 
commencing at 7.45 pm prompt. Entrance is free to members 
and students, the charge of £4 to visitors including the always 
welcome refreshments and informal discussion.

Ori Gersht: Don’t Look Back
7 February – 26 April 2015
Eastbourne’s Towner Gallery will be showing two 
major moving image works by UK-based Israeli 
artist Ori Gersht. Admission is free.
Ori Gersht, Evaders, Far off Mountains and Rivers, 
2009
These are; Evaders (2009, from the Towner 
Collection) and The Forest, (2005), alongside a 
series of large-scale photographs. 
Evaders is a fascinating film that utilises long 
panoramic shots to trace the journey of writer 
and poet Walter Benjamin, through the Pyrenees 
in 1940, during World War II, to escape the Nazi 
regime.
The Towner Gallery is located in College Road 
next to the Congress Theatre, Devonshire Park.
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March Diary   
Tuesday 3 
Talmud Shiur – weekly
Wednesday 4  
Fast of Esther – ends 6.26 pm
Reading of Megillah at West Hove
Thursday 5  
Purim
Shacharit with Megilla reading at West Hove
Friday 6  
Shushan Purim
Tuesday 10  
Ladies discussion circle, 10.30 am
Shabbat 28  
Clocks go forward one hour
Document for Chametz will be available for signing from 23 March till 
Erev Pesach, April 3
April 3  
No Chametz should be eaten or drunk after 10.18 am.

HHC
Rabbi Vivian Silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com and rabbivcsilverman@gmail.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

Purim and Antisemitism
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

“Their laws are different from all other people, and they 
do not obey the King’s decrees.” With these words, 
Haman denounced the Jews of the Persian Empire to 
King Ahashverosh, who did not investigate to see whether 
the charge levelled against his subjects by his Second-
in-Command was true or not. Had he done so, he would 
have found out that his Jewish community was charged 
to keep the laws of the country where they lived and to be 
good citizens.
In the famous words of the Prophet Jeremiah, who lived a 
century before the events of Purim, “So says the eternal 
God of Israel to all the dispersion who are exiled from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. Build homes, plant gardens, marry 
and raise children. And see the peace and welfare of the 
city to which I have exiled you. Pray on its behalf to the 
Eternal One, for in its peace shall you have peace.”
What is today called antisemitism dates back over two 
thousand years. It is a distrust and fear of the unknown; 
of those who are different; whose daily lives are strange to 
others, and who do not fit in with those among whom they 
live.

Jewish people, owing to the Torah and Mitzvot, have 
remained distinct for millennia, and this has baffled people 
who cannot comprehend that we can be a part of our 
surroundings, yet remain separate, owing to our special 
laws.
And no matter what contributions Jews make to the world 
– in the fields of medicine, science, maths, economics, 
literature – there will always be those who hate us, 
nevertheless.
As is well known, antisemitism is irrational – it is pure 
hatred – and mutates into various forms. For countless 
centuries, it was Christian theological antisemitism; from 
the late nineteenth century it has been racial, culiminating 
in the Shoah. Now, it has become rabid Islamic anti-
Semitism, and some of the vicious cartoons coming out of 
the Middle East are reminiscent of the Goebbels-like Nazi 
caricatures at their most grotesque.
Islamists have targeted schools, shops and community 
centres, murdering innocent people because they are 
Jews. The Western world has now woken up to the stark 
reality that Jewish communities, especially schools and 
synagogues, need special protection against antisemitic 
attacks.
The annual recital of Megillat Esther, and Purim itself, 
remind us of all of the insecurity we can feel. At the same 
time, telling us to remain vigilant, and pray to the Almighty 
to protect the Jewish people, and the peaceful and law-
abiding citizens of this world, against those forces of evil 
whose desire it is to bring chaos and destruction.
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When does spring begin? There is more than one answer. 
March 1st marks the first day of meteorological spring 
for the Northern Hemisphere. In Wales, March 1st is also 
St David’s Day, which bears the emblem of the daffodil. 
Daffodils: a sure sign that spring has sprung. Meanwhile, 
astronomical spring starts a little later at the vernal 
equinox, the point when the Earth’s tilt on its axis is neither 
toward nor away from the sun. In the northern hemisphere, 
the date is usually March 20/21: March 20 in 2015. This 
year, the first month of the Jewish year, Nisan, begins on 
the evening of March 20, so there will be an almost exact 
correspondence between the Jewish calendar and the 
spring equinox. 
Dominated as the world is by the Gregorian calendar (so-
called because it was first introduced by Pope Gregory 
XIII in February 1582), the internationally accepted civil 
calendar, it is sometimes hard to keep track of the Hebrew 
months. In addition, it may seem confusing that the 
Jewish New Year begins, not on the first day of Nisan, 
but rather on the first day of the seventh month, Tishri. 
But then as we learn in Mishnah Rosh Ha-Shanah (1:1), 
there are several ‘new years’ in the Jewish calenda. 
Nevertheless, despite the potential for confusion, it is not 
difficult to follow the Hebrew months because they follow 

the moons. While each month begins and ends in the 
darkness, in the middle of the month, there is always the 
full moon. 
And so: what of the first month of the Jewish year? Nisan 
is the Babylonian name. The Torah makes it clear, that ‘the 
first of the months’ (Exodus 12:2), marks the spring by 
calling it, Aviv, ‘Spring’ (Exodus 13:4). Of course, as soon 
as we refer to the Torah, we also become aware of the 
context for the reference to the first month of the Jewish 
year: it was in the month of Aviv – at the full moon, on the 
15th day of the month – that our ancestors were liberated 
from slavery. We read (Exodus 13:3-4): ‘Moses said to the 
people: Remember this day on which you went out from 
Egypt, from the house of bondage… / Today you are going 
out in the month of Aviv.’
Remember – Zachor: For Jews, time, and the way in which 
time is regulated and measured, is not only a technical 
matter. When we celebrate spring and rebirth in the natural 
world, we also recall the beginnings of our people. As the 
meteorological spring begins on March 20, and we mark 
Rosh Chodesh Nisan, the first day of the first month of the 
Jewish year, we will begin to prepare for Pesach: Z’man 
Cheiruteinu – ‘Season of our Liberation.’

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Spring And The Season Of Our Liberation
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

Events@BHPS 
BHPS Communal Seder 
This year’s seder will be conducted by Rabbi Elli at the 
Ralli Hall on Friday 3rd April at 6.30pm. (Arrive from 6pm)

Members £10. Non-Members £15. Children 
under 13 free. 

To book a place, please call Sarah on 
07841 488620 / 01273 501604 or email her 
at: sarah.winstone@ntlworld.com 

Please contact the office if you would like 
to purchase a copy of the Haggadah B’Chol 
Dor Va-Dor which will be used at the Seder.

Tu Bishvat
Members of BHPS celebrated Tu Bishvat on 6th February, 
in Newhaven at the home of Michael and Sandria Reese, 
with an Erev Shabbat Chavurah Supper and Tu Bishvat 
Seder written and conducted by Rabbi Elli.

The Religion 
School and 
younger 
Shabbatots 
Group braved 
the cold weather 
but enjoyed the 
sunshine when, 
led by Rabbi Elli, 
they planted a 
tree at the home 
of Michael and 
Sheila Austin in 
Hove.
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BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

Purim is the only one day in the year that we can 
come to Shul and meet Superman, a giant Hamantash 
and Queen Esther! Now they’re not really the world’s 
greatest superhero, a refugee from the Great Jewish 
Bakeoff or the Biblical Queen; they’re the Shul’s 
treasurer, an inventive member of the Ladies’ Guild and 
that cute little boy who sings Anim Zemirot. Purim is the 
day we celebrate an alternative reality.

Why do we dress up and disguise ourselves on Purim? 
Because on Purim nothing is as it seems. Was the 
banishment of Vashti simply the result of a Persian 
emperor getting drunk? Was it just coincidence that 
Mordechai happened to overhear a plot to kill the king? 
Did Achashverosh choose Esther to be his queen 
because she happened to be the most beautiful woman 
in the empire? Was it just bad luck for Haman that he 
chose to visit Achashverosh just when the king was 
having Mordechai’s heroic deed read to him? Was it 
Esther’s charm and Achashverosh’s clumsiness that 
made the king turn on his favourite minister?

The Jewish people instituted Purim as a religious 
festival because they understood that it was G d 
Himself who orchestrated all of the above, to save His 
people. The Megillah is Divine providence dressed up 
as a Persian palace soap opera.

Other festivals celebrate revealed miracles. The plagues 
and liberation of Pesach were overtly miraculous. 
By the time the Israelites left Egypt no one, not even 
the self deifying Pharaoh, denied G-d’s power. When 
a small amount of oil burned for over a week divine 
intervention was apparent to all. Purim is unique 
because deliverance from the greatest threat our 
nation has ever faced, total annihilation in one day, 
was shrouded in the garments of nature, luck and 
coincidence. G-d was hidden and remained hidden - 
His name does not once appear in the entire Scroll of 
Esther!

On Purim we eat Hamantashen and Kreplach in which 
the filling is hidden inside the pastry. The Queen’s name 
is Esther which means ‘I will hide’. We read from a 
scroll, not an open book, and that scroll’s name is also 
Esther - it could have been called Mordechai. 

Purim is a festival named after a seemingly minor part 
of the story. The word Purim means ‘lots’, recollecting 
the lots cast by Haman to determine the day on which 
the Jewish people would be wiped out. Lots appear 
to be a matter of chance as opposed to something 
Divinely ordained.

The only indication of anything of a religious nature was 
Esther’s request that Mordechai assemble all the Jews 
of Shushan and fast for her before she approached the 
King in a last ditch effort to persuade him to rescind his 
decree against the Jews.

Most of us have never witnessed open miracles of the 
Pesach and Chanukah variety and if we have, we don’t 
necessarily identify them as such. Purim teaches us to 
recognise the hand of G-d in that which is apparently 
random and haphazard; a series of seemingly fortuitous 
coincidences which took place over a period of nine 
years. And, most importantly, that it is never too late to 
call upon Him in times of need. 

Purim – Celebrating the Unseen 
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Celebrate Purim at BHHC   
Wednesday 4th March - Fast of 

Esther & Erev Purim 
Fast begins at 5.01 am and ends at  

6.18 pm
Mincha 5.00 pm

Maariv followed by Megilla Reading  
6.20 pm

Thursday 5th March - Purim 
Shacharit & Megilla 6.45 am 

Late morning Megilla Reading 11.30 am
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BHRS
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
https://www.facebook.com/BrightonReform
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org

To our Muslim friends  
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo 

A few weeks ago, I had the honour of being invited to the 
induction of a new vicar. The liturgy was fascinating. It 
included impressive moments, such as when the new vicar 
took the solemn oaths of allegiance and obedience to the 
Church of England. 
The rituals, the formulas and the quite detailed religious 
commitments are not close to Jewish sensitivity, but they 
have a fascinating history, which I am lucky enough to have 
studied when I was a lecturer in European History.
The Book of Common Prayer, which the new vicar has to 
commit to use, for example, was adopted by Edward VI, then 
banished and then re-adopted. The Thirty Nine Articles of 
Faith have been written to shape the identity of the Anglican 
Church, to be different from the Catholic Church, but also not 
too close to the radical Protestant Scottish groups.
All these practices are a result of compromises. Prior to that, 
for a good century, ordinary good British people, engaged 
in religious war. They killed each other in the name of the 
‘true faith’. The religious divide cut across families. The war 
was horrific, as every war is, but this probably more so than 
others, because in religious wars the combatants fear no 
death.
These were my thoughts when I heard the terrible news from 
France; that religious fanatics had murdered journalists of the 
Charlie Hebdo magazine. Those journalists are martyrs. They 
have been slaughtered by fanatics, whose alleged goal was 
to defend the honour of their religious faith. 
We all pray for the end of this nightmare. We all wish the 
Muslim world the strength to take the same path that 
Christianity has taken in England, by discovering the virtues 
of compromise and the benefits derived from religious peace. 
May such a day come soon; although we are probably too 
terrified to be able to imagine such a possibility.

But as a Rabbi, and as a Jew, I want to point to a peculiar 
trait of our faith. 
Our Torah tells us that Moses had a speech impediment, and 
for this reason, he had to rely on Aaron. In the Torah, God 
speaks to Moses. Despite that, Moses never claims that he 
is the leader in the name of God. God’s words, even when 
they are spoken directly to a human being, always need to 
be transmitted to another human being. This second human 
being, Aaron, is in charge to explain to the people what God 
wants from them. Of course, he adds his own intelligence. 
The Divine words cannot be taken literally, ever. In Judaism, 
no one, not even Moses, can benefit from a direct access 
to the Divinity. No one can claim to have the best channel of 
communication with the Almighty. There is always someone 
else to rely on, another human being, just like you and me. 
This dialectic, mediate, human facet of Judaism has 
preserved our faith from becoming a tool in the hands of 
fanatics, and has allowed the virtues of compromise to 
prevail, even in time of persecution. While religious violence 
is killing in the heart of Europe, we dare to invite our Muslim 
brothers and sisters to take inspiration from Judaism, from 
the most inspiring teachings of our tradition; the duality of 
the leadership of Moses and Aaron, the prohibition to act in 
the name of God, and the ban of fanaticism and vigilantism. 
These are spiritual treasures that we are willing to share with 
believers in every faith. We say to our brothers and sisters: 
don’t dare to think you are doing the ‘will of God’. Do not act 
‘in the name of God’. Rather, pray. Let us pray together, let us 
pray for peace. 

This article was part of Rabbi’s Sermon delivered after the 
tragic terrorist attack in Paris of January 2015

Bulletin Board for March   
Sunday 1 
BHRS Tea, 2.30 pm
Wednesday 4  
Erev Purim including Megillat Purim, 
Purim Play & fancy dress parade, 6,30 pm
Saturday 7  
Shabbat Doroteinu & Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 pm
Sunday 15  
Cheder Blue-ish Day, 10.00 am
Thursday 19 
Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm
Friday 20  
Shabbat Kolot, 9.00 am
Saturday 21 
Rabbi’s Shiur - Pesach , 9.00 am 
Havdala on the beach, 7.00 pm
Sunday 22  
Stone setting of Esther Theobald, 2.00 pm
BHRS Party Night, 7.30 pm
Saturday 28  
Rabbi’s Shiur - Seder, back to basics, 9,00 am
Sunday 29  
Cheder Mock Seder, 10.00 am
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What’s on: March 2015  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events!

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Sundays
 � Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. Tel: 

Adam on 07720 598087 

Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919 

 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport 
Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Study Session with Rabbi Efune at Chabad House 8.15 pm All men welcome

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Living with the times – an in depth look at the 
weekly parsha and its relevance to our times. All ladies welcome. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.30 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   
Tel:  01273 503708

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members 

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month

Thursdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House.  
Tel: 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 
month, WRVS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30-5.30 pm, 
CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN MARCH 
 
      Sunday 1
 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents ‘Radio Days’ by Woody Allen. 7.00 for 

7.30 pm. Drinks available. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 
 
Wednesday 4 

 � JACS Guest Singer and Harpist, Magdalena Reisling at Ajex Centre, 
Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members  
 
Sunday 8   

 � Sussex Jewish News - Submission deadline for the April issue. Send your 
articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to:  
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com  
 
Wednesday 11   

 � JACS Quiz presented by Moss Kimmelman at Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members  
 
Sunday 15   

 � Harrow Day Limmud for details phone 07553 851 119 or email harrow@
limmud.org 
 
Monday 16   

 � SARID Guest Speaker Richard Standon ‘Music and Comedy Morning’ 
10.30 am Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove. £1.50. Tel. 0208 385 3070 or 
email esther@ajr.co.uk 
 
Wednesday 18  

 � JACS Games afternoon – Kalooki, Rummicub and Scrabble, at Ajex 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-
members 
 
Friday 20  

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation Erev Shabbat Service 6.00 pm 
 
Tuesday 24 

 � Jewish Historical Society of England, Sussex Branch Guest Speaker Edgar 
Samuel ‘The Inquisition and the Jews of Portugal’, Ralli Hall 7.45 pm. 
Members free/Guests £4 to include refreshments. Contact Godfrey 
Gould on 01273 419412 or email g.gould915@btinternet.com  
 
Wednesday 25 

 � JACS Guest Speaker Liz Posner, Chair of Brighton & Hove Youth Aliyah 
Committee, ‘Youth Aliyah Child Rescue from the Beginning’, at Ajex 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-
members 
 
Ends 14 March   

 � Penelope Wilton stars in acclaimed production of “Taken at Midnight” at 
Theatre Royal, Haymarket. To book, phone 0207 930 8800 
 
Ends 26 April 

 � Ori Gersht: ‘Don’t Look Back’ exhibition at Towner Art Gallery, Devonshire 
Park, Eastbourne

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 6
Fri 13
Fri 20
Fri 27

Notable Dates
Wed 4 Fast of Esther
Thur 5 Purim
Fri 6        Shushan Purim

Out 

Sat 7
Sat 14
Sat 21
Sat 28

Light Candles 

5.31 pm
5.43 pm
5.54 pm
6.06 pm

Havdalah 

6.39 pm
6.51 pm
7.01 pm
7.15 pm

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread available 
weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch Brighton from 

Premier Convenience Stores in Hove Street  
(tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so that we know  
how many to supply.  

Orders can be collected on Thursdays or Fridays. 


