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Nous sommes juifs.

We are still in shock from 
the atrocious murders that 
took place in Paris on 9 
January. We mourn those 
whose innocent lives were so 
abruptly terminated.

Nous sommes juifs. 

Yoav Hattab, Yohan Cohen, 
Phillipe Braham and François-
Michel Saada were also Jewish. 
Last week they were shopping 
in preparation for Shabbat. Now 
they are interred in Jerusalem; 
their names added to those who 
down the ages became Jewish 
martyrs.

On the Sunday, following the 
Paris outrage, millions of people 
marched in an expression of 
spontaneous solidarity. World 
leaders stood side by side and 
many fine words were spoken. 
Non-Jews declared, ‘We are 
Jewish’. The anti-semitic 
murders of recent years were 
acknowledged rather than 

hidden in a few obscure column 
inches. The plight of French 
Jewry was put into perspective.

Nous sommes juifs. We share 
the sorrow, fears and hopes of 
French Jewry.

Nous sommes juifs. To keep 
hope alive, we must stand 
tall and proudly proclaim our 
Jewishness.

Will hope continue to shine 
brightly or will its flame be 
extinguished? By the time you 
read this, will the fine words be 
forgotten and the determination 
diluted? Will hope become a 
rapidly disappearing chimera?

To keep hope alive, we 
must stand tall and 
proudly proclaim our 

Jewishness.
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Help for Suchitra
by Suchitra Chatterjee 

I came across this intriguing photo recently when I was 
doing research on a play I am writing about the Indian 
Soldiers who came to Brighton in WW1 to recover from 
the wounds they had received whilst fighting on the 
Western Front. The play, Baldev’s War, is a love story; 
an Indian Officer falls in love with a Jewish Nurse and 
their romance is seen through the eyes of a Sikh cook 
and a Down’s Syndrome ward maid.
The title of the photo is “Bene Israeli (Indian Jewish) 
soldiers in the British Army (WWI), [taken at] 
Bournemouth, UK, Sept. 7, 1915”. I have tried to 
research this photo further but this is all I have been 
able to find. A faded photograph with a few intriguing 
words.
I am aware that Jewish soldiers fought on both the 
British and German sides during the war, and whilst in 
Belgium recently, to lay a wreath at the Menin Gate, I 
came across several Jewish War Graves.
However I was amazed to find out that there could 
have been Indian Jewish Soldiers fighting in WW1. I 
know that India has long had a Jewish presence but 
seeing this photo and the fact there could have been 
a unit of Bene Israeli soldiers serving during WW1 and 
they could have been based/training/recovering from 
war wounds here in Sussex, has whetted my appetite 
to find out more.

Does anyone have any further information about this 
snippet of hidden history? Can they confirm that this 
photo is in fact a group of Bene (Indian) Israeli soldiers? 
If they are, do they know anything at all about them? 
Did they attend any of the local Synagogues in Sussex 
during their time here? Are there any Jewish Sussex 
families who remember their grandparents or other 
relatives/friends talking about their Indian Jewish 
brethren? Were other photos taken and are now hidden 
away in old family albums?
I would very much like to use this fragment of history in 
my play but I need more information, so if anyone can 
help, please could they contact me either by writing to 
me at Suchitra Chatterjee, Brighton and Hove Black 
History, Community Base, 113 Queens Road, Brighton , 
BN1 3XG or email me at suchi@black-history.org.uk
All help is appreciated.

Your News 

Births
Mazel tov to:

Zachariah David, grandson for Paul and Paulina and 
great-grandson for Alan Bass and Rose Ani.

Birthdays
Mazel tov to Barbara Comiskey, Robert Delacour, Paul 
Margo (40), Anthony Rose, Joan Solomon, Palomba 
Tarragano and all who have birthdays this month.

Good luck
To Daniel Lyons who is off to Marva shortly for a two-
month stint training with the IDF in the Negev.

Achievements
Hove, who is now the Chazan at the Altneu (Old-New) 
Synagogue in Prague, Czech Republic.  Bryan is also 
available to be your Tour Guide round the Jewish quarter 
and the Terez’in camp.  For more information, please 
contact him by email at Bryanwood44@hotmail.com

Thank You
To all the members of the Community Security Trust 
(CST) who so generously and bravely protect our Jewish 
community and ensure its safety.

Engagements
Mazel tov to Hugo Bieber and Vivian Klaf, from Melbourne, 
on the occasion of their engagement.

Anniversaries
Mazel tov to Rosa and Stuart Panto on the celebration of 
their Emerald (55 years) Wedding Anniversary.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleima to Victor Comiskey, Philip 
Freeman, Alan Glynn, Anthony Goldman, Frank Lazarus, 
Louise Levene, Wendy Maurice, Marilyn Seligman and all 
who are unwell or in hospital at the present time.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to 

Braham z’l and Francois Michel Saada z’l who were so 
brutally murdered in Paris and are now laid to rest in 
Jerusalem
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From Godfrey Gould (BSc. PGCE. DipLS. DipVG. 
FRGS. CCIPD):

I am a simple soul, and although I have been able 
to read quite well from a relatively young age, I 
often do not always necessarily understand. This 
is certainly the case with Brian Megitt’s, no doubt 
masterful, contributions to the January issue of 
SJN.

Some of his guidelines as to how to submit 
material for publication I can appreciate, but how 
all this can be converted into action could just 
as easily been written in Mandarin Chinese for all 
the sense it makes to me. If all these standards, 
to me largely incomprehensible, are ever made 
mandatory, then that will surely spell my last 
contribution to this esteemed journal.

When at last it became obvious to me that I must 
have a computer, having previously owned two 
word processors, an Amstrad and a Canon, I 
asked Gerald Oberman what I should do. He 
advised me to buy the best Apple I could afford. 
So in November 2010 I went to the Apple store 
in Churchill Square and did just that. I brought 
home the boxes, and took out everything that 
was in them. I then phoned the Apple store to 
point out that there were no connecting cables 
to be told that the whole thing was ‘wireless’. 
But despite Brian’s final sentence on page 7, 
“you unpack them, switch them on, and they just 
work”, I had absolutely no idea what to do or even 
where to start. Fortunately Adam Gordon, then 
still at school, came round and was as excited 
to put the whole thing together, as I was for him 
to do it. He gave me some simple guidance and 
I was operational at a very basic level. Since 
then sundry friends and experts (including the 
inestimable Brian) have helped me, sometimes 
successfully, sometimes not so very much. My 
Apple is wonderful, and I wonder how I ever did 
without it, but I am still a novice and I rather doubt 
whether I will ever graduate in this so mysterious, 
but exciting, field.

So, please be patient and tolerant of us simple 
souls who grew up with steel nibs and Stephens’ 
blue-black ink. Some of us have managed to get 
well into the twentieth century - into the twenty-
first may be a step too far!

My very best wishes to you all, and all strength to 
your collective elbows.

 

From Harry Barnard:

A question.

Every night I pray that all the people in the world 
can live in peace and that all the hatred and 
violence will stop.

Sadly, it is getting worse. Am I doing something 
wrong or should I give up completely????

From Michael Harris, Eastbourne:

Je suis Charlie... Je suis Juif

There is no need for me to either comment or 
enlarge on the heinous barbaric crimes that 
took place in Paris. The important aspect for 
consideration is the solidarity that was shown 
not only by Christians, Jews and Muslims who 
offered succour towards each other but also by 
the leaders of over 40 countries who came to 
France to express their unity. History has proved 
that actions as carried out by these extremist 
fanatics do not win the minds of men. Equally 
bigotry and xenophobia are diseases that have 
to be expunged for there to be peaceful acts and 
understanding at the forefront of any multi-cultural 
society.

Though freedom of speech is paramount, 
spreading incitement is unacceptable in whatever 
form it is perpetrated. The pen will always be 
mightier than the sword and I pray that what 
happened in Paris may be the turning point 
enabling all peoples to live life without fear.

The solidarity does however make me yet again 
think of the various satellite Jewish communities 
that exist between Brighton and Hastings. The 
numbers vary from district to district, as do the 
different constituted bodies of the same but 
different faith. How much longer is this insane 
situation going to last? Why is it that Jews should 
feel safer when they are apart? The reasons given 
defy logical thinking. The most important aspect 
of Jewish tradition should be recognised by there 
being Jewish people who may gather together, 
pray together and join in each other’s activities.

It is often said that Jews in Israel can be very 
obstinate. I suggest that they are even more 
obstinate in Sussex. The saddest part of all is that 
a number of these smaller groups will ultimately 
fade and die. Is this what we really want? Our 
actions are self-destructive and I believe that it is 
the chaos caused in France which should bring us 
all to our senses.

Your views
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Home Secretary Theresa May and Communities Secretary 
Eric Pickles have reassured the Jewish community 
that the government is doing everything it can to fight 
antisemitism.

Speaking at #NousSommesJuifs, a Board of Deputies 
event on 18 January to commemorate the lives lost in the 
Paris terrorist attacks, Ms May said: “I know many Jews 
are feeling anxious. I never thought I would see the day 
that Jewish people would say they are fearful of remaining 
here in the UK – which means we must redouble our 
efforts to wipe out antisemitism in the UK”.

Mr Pickles said that he stood, “Shoulder to shoulder with 
the Jewish community, shoulder to shoulder with fellow 
British citizens” and described antisemitism as “a cancer”.

He added: “Modern Britain without a thriving Jewish 
community would not be Britain. The Jewish community 
is a vital part of what makes Britain tick, whether it is 

leadership through business and commerce, arts like 
dance or literature, or something more humble like 
members of the JLGB who give so much to the Jewish 
community and others”.

The event also featured prayers for the dead led by 
UK-based French Rabbi Mordechai Fhima. There was 
also a minute’s silence for those who lost their lives. The 
event was attended by representatives of CRIF - Conseil 
Representatif des Institutions Juives de France - as well as 
a representative from the French Embassy.

Board Senior Vice President Laura Marks thanked both 
cabinet ministers for their attendance, saying: “We so 
desperately appreciate you both coming along. This 
support makes so much difference to us”.

Board President Vivian Wineman said: This has been a 
clear demonstration of the government’s and the country’s 
solidarity with the community at this critical time.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer 

To wind up 2014, on 23rd December we had our 
Chanukah party. It was lovely to see so many people and 
thank you to Rabbi Efune for lighting the candles. We all 
enjoyed ourselves with great food, great music and, of 
course, great company. 
In 2015 we are all looking forward to Sunday 8th February 
when we will be having a fund raising card afternoon at 
Ralli Hall with a delicious afternoon tea, sandwiches and 
cake. On the 10th May we are having a Race night which 
is a new adventure for us, so this is something to look 
forward to.

Please remember we are a social club and you are all 
welcome to come in even if it is just to join our exercise 
class, or our three course kosher lunch or for a game of 
cards. You will always receive a warm welcome from all 
my amazing volunteers.
Important - if you would like to learn how to play bridge or 
how to use a computer, classes are starting now so if you 
are interested or would like more information please give 
me a call.
We are glad to say that our website is now up and running, 
it is called http://www.lunchandsocialclub.co.uk so please 
keep an eye on it.
If you are interested in any of the above, please contact 
Jacquie on 01273 739999.

Worthing and District Jewish 
Community
by Barbara Gordon 

Where would you find an Outreach Rabbi, his university 
friend, a retired vicar, plus a ‘Bishop’ of the High Church 
but not Catholic? Well … the answer is at the Chanukah 
party held on Saturday 20 December at the Quaker 
Meeting House in Worthing. The Outreach Rabbi is, 
of course, the ever-amazing Malcolm Weisman, who 
attended our party accompanied by his charming wife and 
also stayed overnight with us. It is always such a pleasure 
to greet him.  
Our Secretary, Joy Barnett, lit the Chanukah candles and 
our member Lindsey Gibson accompanied our songs 
on the guitar. Everyone brought food and after a lovely 
meal an excellent Jazz group from Chichester College 
entertained us all.  
We hope to repeat our ‘Music Brunch’ some time in the 
Spring. Until then we’ll wrap up well against our Sussex 
winds and look forward to warmer days.
We can be contacted on 01903 779 720 or email: 
barbaraian@uwclub.net

Hastings and District Jewish 
Society
by Stella Harris 

We held our December meeting after the service which 
was conducted by Brian Linke.  Trish was the speaker 
and she told us that she had taught geography in India. 
She talked of her time and experiences there as well as 
showing us some interesting slides. 
We meet on the first Friday of the month. So our next 
meeting will take place at 7.15 pm on February 6th.
At our recent AGM, it was decided that we will give the 
Society another year, but if we do not get any more Jewish 
members we may have to close it down. None of us want 
this to happen, so hopefully more Jewish people might 
move to Bexhill, where we meet.
We wish Ann Linke and Reva better and are glad that 
Nichole is on the mend after a really bad illness.

Cabinet Ministers Tell Board Event They Will Fight Antisemitism
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Helping Hands
by David Schaverien 

Some while back I wrote about the fund-
raising idea of having collecting boxes 
for Helping Hands, whereby supporters 
could put their flumpence – one pence, 
two pence, five pence coins - money 
they would not miss. Collectively, if there 
were enough of us, it could mount up to 
a worthwhile amount.

This has proved to be correct because 
our treasurer says that over £500 has 

been raised to date. I am sure this can be increased 
substantially as I have not received a box from anyone for 
a number of weeks; hence this article is to remind anyone 
who has a full box, or who needs a new one, to contact 
me on 01273 779001 or Helping 
Hands on 01273 747722 and we will 
arrange for your box to be collected 
and/or a new one to be provided.

Thank you so much for all your 
support.

Ralli Hall
by Norina Duke

If the words below seem familiar to some of you it is 
because they were contained in the letter I sent out with 
the Membership Renewal Pack for Ralli Hall.

It is good to see that Ralli Hall is being used more and 
more by the Jewish community. People are realising and 
commenting on how important we are to the success and 
continuity of our Community. In the past year, amongst 
other things, we have hosted a Lubavitch Purim Event and 
26th December Shabbat Meal, a Reception for the Chief 
Rabbi, a ZF Leadership Weekend, ZF Lecture, Lubavitch 
London Senior Girls’ School Shabbaton, SFI Events, The 
Chief Rabbi’s Shabbat UK, The Pola Dance Company from 
Israel, various activities for the Progressive Synagogue 
(as well as their weekly Shabbat Services and Cheder), 
meetings for several Jewish Communal Groups, as well as 
private simchas and get-togethers.

The above is in addition to our regular activities, which 
include the following; Jewish Art Society, Monday Social 
Club, Israeli Dancing, Sussex Jewish Film Club and the 

Society, AJEX and Rep Council.

The Membership is only £27.00 per year per individual and 
£50.00 per couple or family and these subs go towards 
the huge costs for the upkeep of the building. If you are 
not a member or have not yet renewed, please help keep 
the Centre open for the benefit of the whole community.

Whilst writing I would like to mention something else 
which is close to my heart. I have recently returned from 
Eilat, where I had a glorious winter sunshine holiday. The 
weather was in the 80s every day, with no rain in sight, 
the food was wonderful and we were supporting Israel. 
The only thing missing as far as we were concerned was 
English tourists.

I think part of the reason for this is that there are no longer 
direct flights to Eilat from the UK. Easyjet now operate 
regular flights from Gatwick to Tel Aviv’s Ben Gurion 
Airport, but the timings of connecting flights to Eilat make 
for long stopovers in Tel Aviv. I would ask anyone who 
would be tempted to go to Eilat but for the long journey, 
to contact Easyjet and ask if they can make some direct 
flights from the UK. It might just work.

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation
by Stella Harris 

On Saturday, 21st December, we held our Chanukah party 
at the Shul. Twenty-seven people attended and a profit 
of £110 was made. There was a delicious tea, including 
doughnuts and scrummy cakes. Everyone won a prize in 
the raffle and we have to thank all who so kindly donated 
gifts. The afternoon was so enjoyable and a great success.

The icing on the cake was that Tzukki and Nichole were 
visiting from Israel for a short time, together with the 
newest addition to the family, their little boy. 
It was also great to see Connie and her son David who 
had just returned from their exciting holiday and brought 
along a most unusual and delightful Chanukia.
We were sad to say goodbye to Christophe who is 
emigrating to Israel. We wish him good luck and hope he 
will be happy there.

01273 747722



8 9

ISSUE 249 | FEBRUARY 2015

Was Miriam, sister of Aaron and Moses, a high priestess, 
thus proving women were truly more involved originally 
in the Holy of Holies? Does the Talmud teach us to learn 
from our dreams as a way of understanding our spiritual 
paths? Would a percentage of relationships be saved if 
we followed the holy teachings of nurturing the whole 
relationship as its own identity and not just that of the 
individuals involved in the relationship? These are some 
of the gems I was ‘Limmud’ (to learn) at the annual winter 
conference in December.

The scope of such a gathering is endless in both 
experience and possibilities and is a true treasure in which 
to take part. I encourage every Jewish person, whatever 
your level of religion, to go and make the most of the rich 
cultural experience of at least one Limmud event in your 
life.

With a strong background in cultural Jewish youth 
movements, a career in running large scale events, 
working with volunteers  and communities from literally all 
over the planet, I can definitely say Limmud is a positive 
model and in its own sustainable way, its growth has 
proved its own importance. Opening the archive of Jewish 
learning from history to music from Torah to Zion, the 
themes are endless and there is truly fascinating thought 
for any Jewish journey.

It was my first conference and although I have worked 
with my professional hat on for the last 2 years with 
the summer event - now called ‘Limmud in the woods 
towards a sustainable future’ - the main conference 
shows you a Limmud culture all of its own! Whilst this 
is the magic of Limmud I can understand that for others 
thinking of going, it is also a step into the unknown. Quite 
rightly, it’s a lot of Jewish people all in one place, eating, 
thinking, listening, singing, dancing, talking, sharing and, 
of course, eating again. 

Whilst my experience was positive, the scale of 
conference is big - so maybe go to a day Limmud or 
come down to the woods in August - but then do go to 
the main conference at least once - whatever your age or 

interest. Even though, with my previous involvement and 
personal background, I did find being a presenter was not 
always fully supported, not that I needed much support. 
The nature of a volunteer-chaired system means that 
sometimes communications and intentions are not always 
clear, which is potentially inevitable on this scale. So do 
be broad in your approach and the Limmud family will 
open up their arms to you, so that you can have your own 
personal experiences at one of the most powerful cultural 
community events / organisations of which I have ever 
had the pleasure to be a part.

Features
Limmud 2014

Thoughts on Limmud 2014

Limmud
by Alegra Adler

Roll up Roll up
To watch Limmud 2014
Fade into a new year.
What an experience!
What Organization
What Volunteers!
With all the creature comforts considered and catered for,
Accommodation, Food and friendly, willing shuttle buses, 
there remained the freedom to choose from the abundance 
of Intellectual, and Spiritual Offerings
As well as the opportunities to oil the soul with music, art 
and meditation.
All presentations were delivered by able and enthusiastic 
people from all walks of life.
So what if I did fall in love with Ari Shavit and his book, 
“My promised land”
The love for his country along with his concerns about its 
long-term viability was indeed thought-provoking.
And what fun there was in discovering that the naughty 
Artists of the Medieval Haggadot hid political messages in 
their traditional icons!
More seriously, I took the chance to ponder on, “why bad 
things happen to good people” 
And felt absorbed in the lecture on the benefits of “ letting 
go” as illustrated by the descriptions of the death of Moses.
And then I hummed happily to the poetic lyrics of 1940s 
Broadway shows which added yet another aspect to my 
enjoyment.
How aware I was of the many young people there. Our 
people, our future! And I valued Limmud the more for it.
All this to be shared with old friends along with many 
chances to reach out for new friends.
All of us seemed encased in a safe bubble in which to 
recharge our Beings before returning to the real world.  
Sooo…
Roll up Roll up and join the fold 
Share the treasure that Limmud can hold
In 2015!

KOSHER FLAT FOR RENT
By the sea, 3 bedrooms (sleeps 8) 

in Grand Avenue, Hove. 
Available for family or friends on short or 

long term basis.
Further details, call 07850 797477
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A return to Limmud
by Doris Levinson 

I had not been to a full Conference for several years 
and was aching to experience once again the buzz and 
wonderful sensation of two and a half thousand Jewish 
souls from all over the globe mingling, walking, talking, 
and rushing to the many lectures and events that the 
Limmud team had put together. 

I knew that I wouldn’t be disappointed. In fact, the whole 
experience was energizing, refreshing, positive, and 
confirmed what I always wanted – to be with other Jewish 
people of all ages with their eyes wide open, their ears 
bent to listen and their heads ready to learn and enjoy the 
beauty of Jewish learning from every aspect. 

My mission was to network; to have a good and relaxing 
time and enjoy myself. Which I did - big time! I watched 

lots of fantastic films; learned how to make filo pastry 
and eat the resultant strudel; went to Jewish bluegrass, 
klezmer and classical concerts; attended lectures, (one by 

pigs!); listened to poets, artists and authors. There was so 
much on offer and everything was so efficiently organised. 
I was particularly delighted that there was a goodly 
number of participants from our neck of the woods, and 
proud of our local speakers who gave well-received 
lectures.

Next year, Limmud Conference is going to Birmingham 
and I understand that the accommodation will be in three 
hotels near to the lecture venue. I urge anyone who has 
not experienced Conference to go and be amazed by the 
quality, quantity and utter beauty of the variety of Jewish 
learning from politics to history to art, science, philosophy, 
music and so much more, for all ages, which is there just 
for the taking.

So much to choose from for a first timer – and for only 
two days at that. Amazingly efficient organisation by all 
these volunteers but easy to make mistakes if you’re new, 
until you learn the ropes. Everyone very friendly and I was 
pleasantly surprised to find so many Sussex people there. 

Next year in Birmingham at the NEC it will all be under 
one roof, which should be easier, as I found walking 
backwards and forwards across campus, to go to different 
buildings, quite tiring. Really couldn’t pick out one session 
as better than all the rest – the standard was universally 
high in my view. 

Here’s a photo of my minute of stardom, when I sang on 
stage in the evening concert given by the well-known 
Jewish band Shir – after only a one-hour workshop in 
the morning! It’s called ‘winging it’. (Thanks to Suzanne 
Freedman for the photo.)

Taken At Midnight 
A new play starring Penelope Wilton

Following critical acclaim and a sold-out season at 
Chichester Festival Theatre, Jonathan Church’s world 
premiere production of Taken At Midnight by Mark 
Hayhurst will transfer to Theatre Royal Haymarket at 117 
Shaftesbury Avenue, London WC2H 8AF for eight weeks 
beginning from 15 January.

Penelope Wilton originates the role of Irmgard, the mother 
of celebrated lawyer Hans Litten who, in 1931, puts 
Hitler on the witness stand and wins. In 1933 when Hitler 
becomes Reich Chancellor, Litten suffers devastating 
consequences. 

The unquestionable love of a mother for her son and 
her courageous efforts to help him are at the heart of 
this compelling new play. Fearless and indomitable she 
confronts his captors at enormous personal risk to fight 
for his release against the seemingly impossible might of 
the Nazi regime. 

Featuring a fine company of actors, Taken at Midnight 
will open in the West End in January 2015 and will run for 
only 8 weeks. This is a rare opportunity to see one of the 
UK’s most acclaimed stage actresses in a gripping and 
important new play. Don’t miss it – book now by ringing 
the box office on 020 7836 4747.

Features
Limmud 2014

Limmud for a song
by Jackie Fuller

SJN has been fortunate enough to be offered the chance for one of its readers 
to win a pair of tickets to see this acclaimed play.  To enter, please answer the 
following questions:

Please send your replies to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com or by text to 
07808 580047 by Monday 9 February. SJN will inform the lucky winner, who will 
then be contacted by the theatre to arrange tickets for a suitable performance 
date.
Tickets valid for Monday-Thursday evening performances from 27 January to 5 
March, 2015 and are subject to availability.  Exclusions apply. Tickets are non-
transferrable.
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Of the 50,000 citizens in the Polish town of Kutno, not one is 
Jewish - yet it staged perhaps the most impressive concert of 
Jewish music I’ve ever heard.
The performers were all children from schools in the town, the 
youngest no more than six or seven. They belted out old hits in 
Yiddish and Hebrew with a fluency and stage presence that few 
adult performers could match.

The concert was the finale of an ambitious festival of Jewish 
culture that the town has held since 1993.
So why does it happen? The short answer is that my great-
grandfather was born there.
There’s a long answer too, but we’ll come on to that.
My great-grandfather, Sholem Asch, was born in Kutno in 1880 
in a one-storey wooden house teeming with children and a yard 
full of livestock that his father traded.
He moved to Warsaw, then Paris and New York, and became 
one of the most famous Jewish writers of the 1920s and 30s. 
He left Kutno far behind, but the 
Jewish community he grew up 
in - with its beggars, traders, 
butchers, rabbis, prostitutes 
and assorted schemers and 
dreamers - all found a kind of 
immortality in his stories and 
plays.
That world was swept away in 
World War Two.
Kutno’s experience was typical. 
In one day the entire Jewish 
community - 8,000 people - was 
marched at gunpoint to the 
grounds of a deserted factory at 
the edge of town. They spent two years in filthy, overcrowded 
conditions, with many dying of disease, hunger and cold, 
before being murdered in gas vans at Chelmno death camp.
When the war ended, Kutno, like so many other towns and 
cities across Poland, essentially started over again, learning to 
function without its Jewish tailors, shoemakers, lawyers and 
merchants.
A town with a hole at its heart.
Polish attitudes to the country’s Jewish past are complex. 
There’s plenty of lingering anti-Semitism, a kind of kitsch theme 
park nostalgia, pride in Poles who saved Jews during the war, 
and guilt about those who collaborated. To complicate the 
picture further, there is a deep-rooted conviction that Poles 
themselves are victims of a turbulent history. But even that’s 
not the whole story.

Something else has emerged in the last 20 years: a growing 
number of Poles who feel profound loss about the Jewish 
nation that vanished from their midst. I came across some of 
them strolling in Warsaw’s vast Jewish cemetery. They were 
buying brightly-coloured memorial lanterns to place on graves 
of people they had no personal connection with, but wanted to 
honour and remember.
As I stood in front of the large mausoleum to Yitskhok Leybush 
Peretz, a giant of Yiddish literature, I noticed a glamorous 
young couple peering at it. She had thigh-high leather boots, 
bright red lipstick, an elegant cape. He had cheekbones to rival 
Rudolf Nureyev, a natty silk scarf and a trendy beret. “Do you 
know who’s buried here?” I asked. “We’re Polish - so of course 
we know about Peretz,” they said. “We just can’t read the 
Yiddish words on the tomb.” 
That deep respect for a vanished culture has also resulted 
in a world-class museum that’s just opened in the heart of 
Warsaw’s former Jewish quarter. A beautiful shimmering glass 
structure, it tells the bittersweet story of the Jews’ long love 
affair with Poland with clear-eyed honesty and real flair.
Those same feelings of curiosity, loss and kinship led a handful 
of people in Kutno to start up a Jewish festival as Poland 
emerged from communism in the early 1990s. As private cafes 
and general stores began to open up, the town announced its 
first Sholem Asch Festival, a sign that Kutno was looking west, 
and engaging with European culture. 
The town has come a long way since then. Its new business 
park is attracting American, German and Chinese companies, 
and provides jobs for 6,000 locals.
The Sholem Asch Festival has also come a long way. It includes 
a literary competition on a Jewish theme that attracts hundreds 
of entries from all over Poland.
There’s a local Jewish dance band, theatre performances, and 
new translations of my great-grandfather’s works into Polish. 
Poland’s rediscovery of its Jewish past started in Warsaw and 
Krakow, places where Jewish communities re-emerged as the 
war ended. It’s now spread far beyond the big cities and is 
growing year by year. It might not be a mass movement, but as 
Kutno shows, it’s more than just a token effort.
And in a world where bitter sectarian conflicts grab most of the 
headlines, a Jewish festival in a town with no Jews is surely 
something worth celebrating.
David Mazower is a presenter with BBC World Service.

A Jewish festival in a town without Jews
by David Mazower 

RALLI HALL
LUNCH & SOCIAL CLUB

(Registered Charity No.1142922)

PRESENTS
A BRIDGE & KALOOKI AFTERNOON

AT RALLI HALL, DENMARK VILLAS, HOVE
(£2.00 Parking Fee at Hove Railway Station)

FRIENDLY COMPETITION – WITH PRIZES
ON SUNDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2015 AT 2.00PM

DONATION £10.00 INCLUDING TEA
TICKETS FROM

ALAN BURKE - 01273 416335 
RAYMOND FELSENSEIN - 01273 505056
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The Golden Age of 
Radio 
On Sunday 1 March, the Jewish Film Club 
at Ralli Hall will show the nostalgic and 
star-studded portrait of the late 1930s and 
early 40s, Radio Days (88 mins). Many think 

that Woody Allen’s earlier films were his best. In this one he 
weaves together a young boy’s comical memories with zany 
stories from the golden age of radio to create a delightful 
tapestry of heart-warming and hilarious vignettes. Radio Days 
is one of the greatest eulogies a film-maker has ever given to 
a bygone era.

He presents the memories of a young lad, Joe Needleman, 
growing up in a working-class Jewish family in the seafront 
Brooklyn suburb of Rockaway during the late 1930s and early 
40s. In this pre-TV era the radio is ubiquitous, a constant 

accompaniment 
churning out quiz 
shows, soap 
operas, dance 
music, news flashes 
and Joe’s favourite, 
the exploits of the 
Masked Avenger. 
Given Allen’s well-known neuroses, you might expect 
childhood traumas. But no, everything is rose-tinted here. 
Only one thing is certain: the days of radio may finally fade 
but the magic of Joe’s memories will always endure. This is 
not so much a story as a series of anecdotes loosely linked 
together by a voice-over spoken by the director and of course 
the film is strongly autobiographical.

We look forward to seeing you there – 7.00 for 7.30pm as 
usual with hot and cold drinks available. Anyone is welcome.

Jewish Historical Society 
Brighton & Hove Branch 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 24 February 2015 
when our guest speaker is Roger Eden. The title of his 
talk is ‘How did we get to where we are? - Islam, Anti-
Semitism and Israel’.

He will speak on the origins of Islam; how did the Jews 
and Mohammed interact? Why were the Muslims so 
successful, what led to their decline? Was the Balfour 
Declaration an act of philo-semitism or were there 
more cynical motives and interests of the British (and 

Americans)? What is really happening today, what is the 
historical background, is there meaning for the Anglo-
Jewish Community?

All our meetings are held at Ralli Hall, Hove, and 
everybody is invited, free for members and students, £4 
for visitors, to include light refreshments after the talk, 
questions and discussion. If you wish to be placed on 
our mailing list please contact Arthur Oppenheimer on 
tulgy99@gmail.com (01273 770094).

The Harem Midwife 
by Roberta Rich
320 pp, Ebury Press
£7.99 paperback 
Review by Angela Davis

This is a fascinating, gripping story of life 
in and around Constantinople and Rome, 
near the end of the 16th century. It is a 
sequel to The Midwife of Venice, but stands alone well. 
The story focuses around three women, the first of whom 
is Leah, a young Jewish girl captured in her homeland, the 
Circassian mountains, and sold as a slave girl. We then 
meet Hannah, a Jewish midwife from Venice, now living 
in Constantinople, whose services are much in demand 
at the Imperial palace. And finally, we are introduced to 
Cesca, a conniving, greedy servant to a wealthy Jewish 
money lender’s family in Rome.

Roberta Rich skilfully takes us from one place to 
another, interweaving the stories of the three women in 
a fascinating, gripping story. She gives much insight into 
the opulence and grandeur of the Sultan’s Palace and 
of the laws, hierarchy, and people within it. There are 
also some interesting revelations as to the strict Jewish 
laws of the time, as dictated by the very learned Rabbi in 
Constantinople.

I thoroughly enjoyed this book, the first for some time that 
I felt compelled to read at every possible moment until I 
reached the intricate and satisfying conclusion.
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Windows on Suffering and Dreams  
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo 

Recently, we have started to read from Shemot, the Book 
of Exodus. Through this, we are exposed to the powerful 
narrative of our own liberation from slavery in the Land of 
Egypt. It is a strong message and one that we re-enact 
on Pesach. Parts of this narrative are also honoured in 
specific ways, for example by standing while the Shirat 
ha Yam (Exodus 15:1–18i) is read, as part of parashat 
Beshallach.

Throughout history, our ancestors’ journey from slavery 
to freedom has inspired many other similar journeys. In 
the contemporary era, the most notable example is the 
movement for civil rights of Afro-Americans, led by a very 
religious man called Martin Luther King. His sermons were 
punctuated by references to the journey of our ancestors. 
Stories from the Torah are also part of the repertoire of 
gospel and Afro-American jazz musicians.

The Afro-American community has regarded our history 
as a source of inspiration. At the same time, the powerful 
ethical values expressed from our tradition have inspired 
the American Jewish community to massively support the 
struggle of Afro-Americans toward equality and civil rights. 
For example, in the 1940s, Ben Hecht demanded that the 
audience of his Zionist play, “A flag is born”, was “de-
segregated”; that black and white spectators should sit 
next to each other. Previously, Afro-Americans could only 
sit in certain parts of the balcony.

More than half of the Freedom Riders were Jewish. These 
were White passengers who challenged racist segregation 
on public transport, with a powerful non-violent protest. 
The most charismatic American Rabbis took part on the 
famous marches of 1965 from Selma to Montgomery, 
which led to full voting rights for Afro-Americans. A new 
movie on this chapter of history (“Selma” by Ava du 
Vernay) has just been released.

Interestingly, the stained glass windows at Brighton and 
Hove Reform Synagogue, tell the story of the connection 
between Jewish history and the fight for civil rights. Our 
beautiful stained glass windows recount the story of the 
suffering and dreams of the Jewish people. Their creator 
is artist John Petts. Petts is well known for being the 
designer of stained glass windows for a Baptist church in 
Alabama. The church had been targeted resulting in the 

death of four young girls. The people of Wales funded 
Petts’s work in support of the Afro-American community. 
And while Petts was creating these stained glass 
windows, he was also working on the creation of our own 
Synagogue’s windows.

So whoever enters our Brighton and Hove Reform 
Synagogue can see not only a wonderful and inspiring 
piece of art, but also connect the struggle for dignity and 
rights of the Afro-American with our own Jewish history of 
emancipation and liberation. 

For the record, I am particularly grateful to Michael Miller 
and Gweni Sorokin who told me the story of our wonderful 
stained glass windows.

Bulletin Board – February   
 Cheder including Tu Bi’shvat seder, 10.00 am

 Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am. Shabbat Doroteinu, 10.30 am

Kolot
 Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10. 30 am. Purim Spil Show – 

tickets available from MRJ, 7.00 pm
 Cheder Half Term

 Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm
 Cheder Half Term
 Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
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Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The Telzer Gaon
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

One of the greatest Rabbis and Roshei Yeshiva of Eastern 
Europe is buried in London’s Edmonton Federation 
cemetery and his grave is visited on his yahrzeit and 
throughout the year. How did it happen that he died in 
England exactly one hundred and five years ago?
Eliezer Gordon was born near Vilna in 1841. His father, 
Avraham Shemuel, was the disciple of Rabbi Hayyim 
Volozhiner who founded the world famous Yeshiva in 
Volozhin. Eliezer’s Talmudic abilities were recognised at 
a young age and, as he grew up, he realized that one 
way to prevent the spread of the anti-religious section of 
the “Haskala – Enlightenment” would be by establishing 
yeshivot throughout Lithuania.
After rabbinical positions in Slobodka, Kovno and Kelm, 
he was invited to the post of Rabbi in Telz and Head of 
the Yeshiva (1883). When Volozhin Yeshivah, founded in 
1802, was closed down by the Tsarist government in 1892 
the Academy of Telz became its successor in Talmudic 
scholarship.
This was the time when the first pogroms (Tsarist and 
government inspired attacks against Jewish communities) 
broke out throughout Russia, forcing many families to 
emigrate to Western Europe and America. Fires were also 
a hazard in Eastern Europe where houses were made of 
wood. Often though, the fires were started deliberately 
and this also forced Jewish people to flee.
On 31 July 1908, the town of Telz was burned to the 
ground and five thousand Jews and one thousand 
Christians found themselves starving and without 
shelter. This was the news received by the Russ-Jewish 
committee in London. Among the buildings destroyed was 
the Yeshiva.
Eighteen months later, Rabbi Eliezer Gordon, then aged 
sixty-seven, knew that the only way to rebuild his beloved 
Torah world would be if he himself travelled to England 

and appealed to the Jewish community. Accompanied by 
his wife and friend, Rabbi Aaron Walkin, he set out by train 
and boat, arriving in London in early February 1910. They 
stayed for Shabbat in the East End. That Shabbat night, 
Rabbi Gordon (who had been suffering from asthma and 
bronchitis for years) had a heart attack and died suddenly. 
It was 12 February (4 Adar) 1910.
The funeral was held at Edmonton cemetery on the 
Tuesday and many Rabbanim attended the Levaya, 
including Chief Rabbi Adler, Haham Gaster, the Dayanim 
of the Beit Din and the Rabbi of the Federation (Moshe 
Avigdor Chaikin), together with Rabbi Moshe Mordechai 
Epstein of Slobodka.
Those who visit the grave see the following English 
inscription immediately below the Hebrew:
This memorial was erected as a testimony to and in public 
appreciation of the worth of Eleazer Gordon, Rabbi of Telz 
Russia and Head of the great local Yeshiva who died in 
London whilst on a visit for the purpose of raising funds 
for the advancement of Jewish education in Russia.
The light of Israel is extinguished, the Gaon of our 
generation.
Owing to his tragic passing, the amount needed to rebuild 
the Telz Yeshiva was soon raised, and so Rabbi Eliezer 
Gordon can be said to have paid with his life for the 
establishment of his beloved Yeshiva. For many years it 
was headed by his son in law, Rabbi Yosef Leib Bloch and 
then, during World War II, was transplanted to America.

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org;  website: www.bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk



14 15

ISSUE 249 | FEBRUARY 2015

January is marked with Jewish remembrance: the 
beginning of the end of the Sho’ah, as the Red Army 
liberated Auschwitz on January 27, 1945; and also, the 
inauguration of the horror: On January 30, 1933, twelve 
years earlier, Adolf Hitler was appointed Chancellor of 
Germany. 

What of February? February: the last month of winter; and 
a short month – so roll on spring! And this year, Tu Bishvat, 
the 15th day of the Hebrew month of Sh’vat that marks 
Rosh Ha-Shanah La-Ilanot, the ‘New Year for Trees’, falls 
on February 4. 

That’s the ‘good’ news. February, the dreary back-end 
of winter, is also marked by milestones in the history of 
the Sho’ah: Following swiftly on Hitler’s rise to power, 
February 1933 saw the first steps towards Nazi tyranny: 
on February 22, 40,000 SA and SS men were sworn in 
as auxiliary police; on February 27, the Nazis put the 
Reichstag building to the torch, and then, the following 
day, Emergency powers were granted to Hitler as a result 
of the Reichstag fire… As the European war drew nearer, 
on February 21, 1939, the Nazis forced Jews to hand 
over all gold and silver items. A year later, on February 12, 
1940, the first deportations of German Jews into occupied 
Poland took place. And so, the litany of February Sho’ah 
days goes on… (see: http://www.historyplace.com/
worldwar2/holocaust/timeline.html).

The history of the State of Israel has its telling February 
milestones, too: On February 14, 1896, Theodore Hertzl’s 
work, The Jewish State, was published; and intriguingly, 
the establishment of the Jewish state drew a little 
nearer exactly 51 years later, when Britain gave the UN 
responsibility for Palestine on February 14, 1947. 

There are also some more disturbing February dates 
that tend to slip from memory: On February 25, 1994, 
Dr Baruch Goldstein killed 29 Palestinians as they 
worshipped in the mosque at Hebron. The Hebrew date 
was Adar 14 – on Purim morning. Perhaps, Dr Goldstein 
was inspired by reading M’gillat Esther, the Scroll of 
Esther, with its tale of how the Jews hit back against 
their persecutors. Inevitably, there have been anniversary 
retributions: On February 25, 1996, suicide bombings in 
Jerusalem and Ashkelon killed 27 people; on February 25, 
2005, a suicide bombing at a Tel Aviv nightclub killed five. 

Of course, violence in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has 
not been confined to February 25 – or to the month as 
a whole; or to any particular year – as the attacks and 
counter-attacks during the past year have demonstrated. 
These particular incidents just serve to remind us that the 
endless cycle of violence is a form of confinement in itself. 
At some point, the killing must stop and the talking must 
begin.

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

 

In February 
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

Events@
BHPS 
Chanukah 
Shabbaton
Over 100 people 
attended the BHPS 
Chanukah Shabbaton 
at Ralli Hall on 20th 
December.
The programme 
included craft 
activities, a magic 
workshop and Israeli 
dancing. Rabbi Elli 
led the Chanukah 
study session, 
Havdallah and 
Chanukah candle 
lighting.



14 15

ISSUE 249 | FEBRUARY 2015

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader

We have just read Parshat Beshalach which records 
the beginning of the Exodus – the transition of our 
ancestors from slavery to freedom. We find that at this 
tumultuous time in our history Moses was occupied 
with a special mission - Moses took the bones of 
Joseph with him (Exodus 13:19). Many years before 
Joseph had made the Children of Israel swear that 
they would not leave Egypt without him. As viceroy of 
Egypt, Joseph could not hope to be buried in Israel 
when he died, as his father Jacob was - the Egyptians 
would never tolerate their political leader being buried 
in a foreign land. But he did make his brethren give 
him their solemn undertaking that when the time would 
come and all the Israelites would depart they would 
take his remains along with them.

So it was that while everyone else was busy packing 
up and getting ready for the trek into the Wilderness, 
Moses was busy with this mission, fulfilling the sacred 
promise made to Joseph generations ago.

Now Joseph was not the only one to be re-interred in 
the holy land. His brothers were also accorded the very 
same honour and last respects. Yet, it is only Joseph 
whom the Torah finds it necessary to mention explicitly. 
Why?

The answer is that Joseph was unique. While his 
brothers were simple shepherds tending to their flocks, 
Joseph was running the affairs of state of the mightiest 
superpower of the day. To be a practicing Jew while 
blissfully strolling through the meadows is not so hard. 

Alone in the fields, communing with nature, and away 
from the hustle and bustle of city life can be conducive 
to being a man of faith. But running a massive 
government infrastructure as the most high-profile 
statesman in the land and whilst remaining faithful 
to one’s traditions -- this is not only a novelty, this is 
absolute inspiration.

Thrust as he was from the simple life of a young 
shepherd boy into the hub of the nation’s capital to 
juggle the roles of viceroy and Jew, Joseph represented 
tradition amidst transition. It was possible, he taught 
the world, to be a contemporary traditionalist. One 
could successfully straddle both worlds.

Now that they were about to leave Egypt, the Jews 
were facing a new world order. Gone were slavery and 
oppression, and in their place were freedom and liberty. 
During this time of transition, only Joseph could be their 
role model. They would need his example to show them 
the way forward into uncharted territory.

That is why the Torah mentions Joseph as the one 
whose remains went along with the people. They 
needed to take Joseph with them as an example that 
they could make their own transition successfully.

Ever since leaving Egypt, we’ve been wandering and 
every move has brought its own challenges. Every 
transition has come with culture shocks to our spiritual 
psyche. In all our own transitions may we emulate 
Joseph.

Tu B’Shevat  
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 

Tu B’Shevat -- the 15th of the Hebrew month of Shevat 
-- is known as the “New Year for Trees.” Naturally this 
would be a time for trees to engage in soul-searching 
-- the same way people do on Rosh Hashanah. Here is 
a tree’s New Year Checklist:

Did I shelter the seedlings that live in my shade -- so 
they will grow to be the next generation?

Did I grow towards the sun as a tree should, reaching 
up higher and higher towards that which I can never 
grasp, but which nurtures me all the same the more I 
strive towards it?

Did I make sure my roots remain firmly planted in the 
soil that nurtures them, and did I drop my leaves there 
in the autumn to give back life to that which sustains 
me?

Did I ensure that my fruits were sweet and nourished all 
that came to enjoy them? 

Did everyone walk away from me with a smile?

Did I bend gently in the wind, accepting what G-d 
sends but never breaking or giving up hope?

Did I grow in strength and wisdom with each New Year?

Come to think of it, not a bad checklist for human 
beings either!

Transition and Tradition 
by Rabbi Hershel Rader
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What’s on: February 2015  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events!

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Sundays
 ¢ Carmel Tennis Club 

Adam on 07720 598087 

Mondays
 ¢ Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919 
 ¢ Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £4.00 + £1.00 transport 

Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839
 ¢ Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  

at Chabad House 01273 321919
 ¢ Study Session with Rabbi Efune at Chabad House 8.15 pm All men welcome
 ¢ Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Living with the times – an in depth look at the 

weekly parsha and its relevance to our times. All ladies welcome. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 ¢ SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.30 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk

Tuesdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

  
 ¢ Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   

Tel:  01273 503708 (recommences 14 January)
 ¢ Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 ¢ JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members, please see Events listings for specific programmes 
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 

month

Thursdays
 ¢ Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club  

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)
 ¢ Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
 ¢ Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House.  

Tel: 01273 321919  

Fridays
 ¢ Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 

 

Saturdays
 ¢ Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538
 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon services 2.30-5.30 pm, 

CTK Church Hall, Langney Roundabout, Eastbourne

EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 
 
      Sunday 1
 ¢ Helping Hands Tea at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove, 2.30 – 4.30 pm 

 
Monday 2 – Saturday 21

 ¢ Rainbow Jews: The Exhibition on Tour Jubilee Library, Jubilee Street, 
Brighton BN1 1GE 
 
Wednesday 4 

 ¢ JACS Games Afternoon, Rummikub – Kalooki at AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members  
 
Friday 6   

 ¢ Sussex Jewish News - Submission deadline for the March issue. Send your 
articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to:  
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com. 
 
Sunday 8   

 ¢ Bridge Afternoon at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 2.00 – 6.00 pm. Phone 
01273 505056  
 
Wednesday 11   

 ¢ JACS with guest speaker David Fisher on The Story of the Brighton 
Hippodrome at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 
members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Monday 16   

 ¢ SARID with guest speaker Godfrey Gould on How the railways changed 
our lives, 10.30 am at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove. £1.50. Tel. 0208 
385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk 
 
Wednesday 18  

 ¢ JACS with guest speaker to be announced at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Friday 20  

 ¢ Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation Erev Shabbat Service 6.00 pm 
 
Tuesday 24 

 ¢ Jewish Historical Society of England, Sussex Branch with guest Speaker 
Roger Eden on ‘How did we get to where we are? – Islam, Antisemitism, 
Israel’, Ralli Hall 7.45 pm.  Members free/Guests £4 to include 
refreshments. Contact Godfrey Gould on 01273 419412 or email 
g.gould915@btinternet.com  
 
Wednesday 25 

 ¢ JACS with guest speaker Harold Newman MBE, National Chairman 
of JACS at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 
members/£2.50 non-members 
 
21 February – 1 March   

 ¢ Jewish Book Week For information email info@jewishbookweek.
com or ring 0207 446 8771 or look at the website at http://www.
jewishbookweek.com 
 
Sunday 1 March 
Sussex Jewish Film Club presents Radio Days by Woody Allen.  7.00 for 
7.30 pm. Drinks available.  Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 
 
To 14 March 
Penelope Wilton stars in acclaimed production of “Taken at Midnight” at 
Theatre Royal, Haymarket. To book, phone 0207 930 8800.  For a limited 
time only.

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 6
Fri 13
Fri 20
Fri 27

Out 

Sat 7
Sat 14
Sat 21
Sat 28

Light Candles 

4.43 pm
4.55 pm
5.07 pm
5.20 pm

Havdalah 

5.54 pm
6.05 pm
6.17 pm
6.28 pm

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread 
available weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch 

Brighton from Premier Convenience Stores in 
Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so that we 

know how many to supply. Orders can be collected 

on Thursdays or Fridays. 


