
1

JANUARY 2015 • TEVET / SHEVAT 5775 • ISSUE 248

Whats
wHAT’S INSIdE....

LAPTOPS OR TABLETS? | NHMd 2015 PROGRAMME | SHACKLETON’S 
CARPENTER | wHAT’S ON | ANd MORE

SUSSEx
JEwISH 
 NEwS
SUSSEx
JEwISH 
 NEwS



2 3

issue 248 | JANuARY 2015

Pause for thought

SUSSEX JEWISH NEWS SUBSCRIPTION
Name:_______________________________________________ Date:_________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ Postcode:____________________

Email: _______________________________________________ Telephone:____________________

Subscription (tick one) 
  I would like to receive electronic copies of SJN. £18 p/a   
  I would like to receive printed copies of SJN. £24 p/a.

   I enclose my cheque payable to Sussex Jewish News at PO Box 2178, Hove BN3 3SZ 
     I have made a bank transfer to the Sussex Jewish News at Lloyds Bank, Sort Code 30-98-74, Account No. 00289447       

and I have included my name as a reference to ensure my subscription is noted.



EDITORIAL BOARD   Doris Levinson / Stephanie Megitt  
David Seidel/ Michael Rich

TECHNICAL ADVISOR   Brian Megitt

ADMINISTRATOR  Bernard Swithern 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANTS  Ivor Sorokin, Lydia Swithern

COMMuNAL DIARy info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

COVER IMAGE Brian Megitt

PRODuCTION/LAyOuT Anand Day

SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, 
communities, contacts and more. Delivered at  
the start of each month, SJN is run entirely by 
volunteers for reporting, editing and circulating 
each edition. It has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 8 JANUARY 2015
Email address for submissions and correspondence:  sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

It would be foolish to pretend that the world outside does not impact upon our community.  Many 
indulge in the traditions of the other.  After all, what is wrong with a gift here or meeting family and 

friends there (and then wishing to be able to go back to work)?  

But here at SJN Central, December was stressful because our calendar was condensed to allow our 
printers to enjoy their holidays.  Now that the issue is out, the adrenalin that helps put each issue 

together is released.

As lethargy sets in we know that there is only one cure:  we know there will be another issue to put 
together next month and, of course, there are The Sales.  Both are sure to get us going!

What comes after Chanukah?  A lack of 
adrenalin with the only cure being The Sales.
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:
•	 are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers 

are  not necessarily those of SJN;
•	 accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products 

or  services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; 
and

•							welcome	readers’	contributions	but	reserve	the	right	to	edit,	cut,	decline	
or  submit the content to others for comment. To ensure that we receive your 
submissions by email, please send them ONLY  to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.
com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication. To 
assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format using Times 
New Roman font, size 12. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of 
volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.

MARTIN  GROSS 
Memorials

All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken 
from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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Cemetery Clean-up
by Yael Breuer 

Fifteen people turned up at the old Jewish 
cemetery at Florence Place in Brighton for 
a clean-up of the neglected and overgrown 
site. The cemetery has not been used for 
approximately fifty years and Adam Bomzer, 
a member of Holland Road synagogue, 
initiated the clean-up. “I came across a 
photo of the cemetery on a Facebook page 
called Brighton Through the Ages. I had not 
been aware of its existence but realised the 
importance of the place and felt obligated 
to clean it up,” he said.

Adam posted a message on the local 
Jewish Community Facebook page and 
a number of people replied and provided 
some more information about the cemetery and 
expressed the will to help. One of those, Ivan 
Lyons, who is also the treasurer of Brighton 
and Hove Hebrew Congregation, organised the 
clearing up event, during which volunteers filled 

dozens of sacks with weeds, brambles and 
rubbish. “It is very significant, especially on the 
anniversary of the First World War, that members 
of the community rallied to show respect to 
our forebears and those whose final resting 
place is in this cemetery. Even though Florence 

Place cemetery has not had a burial for 
many years, the community still has the 
responsibility for its upkeep,” he said.

Helpers came from across the community. 
Rudi Reeves and her husband Calvin, who 
live in Edgware but spend a lot of time in 
Brighton, were pleased to take part in the 
initiative. “The cemetery, which is a grade 
2 listed site, has captured my imagination 
and I feel that we ought to respect the past 
and pay our due respect to past members 
of our community,” said Rudi.

The volunteers are hoping to make further 
visits to the cemetery to continue with the 
necessary work.

Community life

Your news
Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Martin Gould and Eugenia Simmons and 
all who have special birthdays this month.

Wedding Anniversaries
Mazel tov to  
Edwin & Lorraine Meltzer on the celebration of their 
Sapphire Wedding Anniversary.

Sasson & Carol Sweiry on the celebration of their 
Sapphire Wedding Anniversary.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to Irit Abrahams and family on the 
death of her father, Joshua Rottenstreich z’l in Israel.

We wish Long Life to Susan Rose and family on the 
death of her mother, Sybil Donner z’l.
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Chaos in the Middle East 

Under the auspices of the Zionist Federation and 
Sussex Friends of Israel, Brighton’s Jewish Community 
was privileged to hear an outstanding address on 
Monday December 8th 2014 by Dr. Mordechai Kedar. 
As a premier Israeli Jewish scholar on Arab Affairs, 
Dr. Kedar argued, before an overflowing audience at 
Ralli Hall, that the present boundaries of the Middle 
Eastern states such as Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and those 
of North Africa reflected the 19th and 20th century 
political and economic interests of the major Allied 
European powers following World War I. In determining 
their political boundaries, the Allies failed to take into 
consideration that the interests and allegiances of the 
indigenous population of the region were ethnic, tribal, 
religious or sectarian, and for whom the modern ‘State’ 
was a remote and corrupt institution.

State boundaries ignored the sociological 
characteristics of the people – the vast number of tribes 
in the region, their numerous languages and dialects, 
their religious, sectarian and cultural differences - even 
among those of an Islamic persuasion.

Given the region’s lack of natural resources (other than 
oil), Arab society survived by gaining and maintaining 
control over the limited water sources. This was 
achieved by individual males rendering military and 
other support and that of their immediate families to the 
clan – the extended family of brothers, cousins etc.. 

In Kedar’s view, 
stability and 
peacefulness is 
only achievable 
where the 
boundaries of the 
state encompass 
a more or less 
homogeneous 
cultural population- 
such as are found 
in nine Arab 
Emirates located 
at the eastern end 
of the Persian 
Gulf. In Lebanon, 
Syria, Iraq, Iran and 
Sudan, conflict and 
instability, as in the 
past and present, 
will remain endemic. In Israel, some degree of peaceful 
co-existence between the Jewish population and the 
Arabs in the West Bank (Judea and Samaria) might 
be achieved by Israel’s recognition of the major Arab 
cities as emirates and by granting them considerable 
independence. 

The Arab Spring was not a popular demand for 
democracy - as the Western Powers claimed - but 
a protest against the corruption of minority clans, 
cohesive in their strength - whose leadership gained 
political power over their political rivals. For Kedar, 
until the launching of the Qatari controlled satellite 
TV station, Al Jazeera, in 1996, the airwaves were 
controlled by the various dictatorships operating 
in the region. Al Jazeera changed this. No longer 
could the regimes block information coming from the 
outside. This, together with the proliferation of mobile 
telephones and the social media brought about the 
political revolutions in the region. Political corruption 
was and is the motivating factor in contemporary 
Middle Eastern instability - not a demand for 
democracy.

Helping to Fight Ebola
A fundraising afternoon in Hove raised over £1,000 for 
Médecins sans Frontières, the medical charity that is on 
the front line in tackling Ebola in Africa.

Organised by Jewish Women Friends in Sussex, over 
fifty JWF members, friends and neighbours came 
to the event at the home of Maxine Toff on Sunday 
23 November. Everyone contributed to the delicious 
afternoon tea, the bookstall and live music.

The highlight was a sale of knitted germs made by 
Monica Crowe: cuddly looking viruses, bacteria, and 
parasites of all shapes and colours (available from 

http://www.craftyoldcrow.co.uk).

Co-organiser Chana Moshenska 
said: ‘We were hoping for two 
to three hundred pounds, so 
to raise this much was just 
wonderful. MsF is an excellent 
charity, and we know that the 
money we send them will be spent where it’s needed 
most”.

For more information, please contact Maxine Toff 
at jwfsussex@gmail.com or go to the website for 
Médecins sans Frontières at http://www.msf.org.uk/
about-msf

Community life
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Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams 

This was rather a short Ralli Hall month for me, as I 
had to fly to Israel at very short notice following the 
worsening health, then demise, of my very elderly 
and sick father-in-law. At the same time Norina, our 
Centre Manager, was also in Israel, but was definitely 
having a more enjoyable time than we were. However, 
shortly after we returned, the Ralli Hall Lunch and 
Social Club held their annual Dinner and Dance, which 
was, as in previous years, a great success, with a 
full house, excellent food and a super atmosphere. 
Congratulations to all those who helped to make it such 
a success, with special thanks to Alan Burke, the Hon. 
Chairman, and Jacquie Tichauer, the Club Coordinator, 
for their tireless efforts.

Chaos in the Middle East, a lecture by Israeli academic 
Dr Mordechai Kedar, took place in the downstairs 
gymnasium. Sub-titled A Guide to the Perplexed, 

the lecture was fascinating as the speaker is an 
internationally renowned pundit, author and scholar, 
fluent in both Ivrit and Arabic, and who spent twenty-
five years in the IDF Military Intelligence.  I must 
emphasise that I am finding more and more that 
community activities are being held at the Ralli Hall, 
which pleases me greatly, as this is a good part of why 
we are here.

The new roof lights should, at long last, be completed, 
although there has been a further hold-up as, for the 
second time, the wrong glass has been delivered and 
there is temporary, unlaminated, glass currently in situ – 
a real saga.

I do hope that you all had an enjoyable Chanukah, 
including the lighting of the Giant Chanukiah in 
Palmeira Square on the 20th, compliments of Rabbi 
Pesach Efune and his highly enthusiastic colleagues.

See you at Ralli Hall.

SJN Submission Guidelines
by Brian Megitt 

It’s almost a year since we last published our 
guidelines for the submission of articles to SJN. 

We appreciate that you use a variety of computers 
to create your submissions, so if you set your word 
processor to the following settings it would be really 
helpful. 

Articles
The main issues we find are that articles are 
submitted to us in American English, the headings 
are in bold text and capitals and underlined. Also, 
new Windows versions of Word come with Calibri as 
the standard font. We have to change that as well as 
all the other settings that do not match the list below.

Language: UK or British English (can be set in Word 
from the Tools, Language menu)

Font: Times New Roman, size 12 - NOT Arial; Calibri; 
Helvetica or anything else

Headings: Headings should be Title Case - NOT 
capitals: NO underlining. 

Spacing: Line Spacing should be set to 1.0 or single. 
There should be no extra spacing either before or 
after the line. In Word this can be adjusted in Line 
Spacing Options.

Justification: All text and headings should be left 
justified. Nothing centred.

Images: If you want to provide images in your articles 
please send them as separate items – do not embed 
or place them in your Word document – we cannot 
use embedded images.

Embellishments: A new trend has started to appear 
whereby one paragraph is separated from another by 
a fancy text pattern, e.g. o-o-o-o-O-o-o-o-o. Please 
do not send us items with such embellishments – 
they will be removed.

Please do not send us any form of article as the 
text of an email. It causes a lot of extra work. If you 
do not know how to attach a Word document to an 
email please ask us for help.

One thing we just cannot accept is anything created 
using Microsoft Publisher in Publisher format. It is 
just not compatible with anything - not even different 
versions of itself! Please feel free to create your item 
in Publisher but send us the finished work as a pdf.

Photos and Images
If you want to send us a photograph, please make 
sure that it is well composed, sharply focussed and 
in jpg format. We need it to be about 2 to 5mb in 
size not 3kb! The image should clearly relate to the 
subject of your article.

If you don’t use Word or you do and all the foregoing 
is gobbledegook to you, we can provide help with 
Pages, Nisus Writer and Mellel (an Israeli word 
processor for Mac and extremely good as well) 
- all of which can open and save documents in 
Word Format. Please contact us on the SJN phone 
number, 07906 955 404 and someone will help.
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Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer 

November was an exciting and very hardworking month 
for us at the Lunch and Social Club but it certainly was 
worth it. Our Dinner Dance on the 30th November was 
a great success. The 120 people attending loved the 
Scottish themed evening with a fantastic piper (I know I 
am biased) who piped in the Mayor and Mayoress. It was 
a wonderful night, raising a good amount for our funds. 
There are so many people I would like to thank for all their 
hard work, especially the dinner dance committee Alan 
and Shirley Burke, Sheila Hart, Laura Sharpe, Sue Shaw 
and all the volunteers who helped in the evening. 

On the 3 December, 30 members and volunteers went to 
Rushfields Garden Centre for a lovely lunch, and afternoon 
scones and cream tea. On 23rd December we had our 
Chanukah party. 

Looking forward, on Sunday 8 February we will be having 
a fund-raising card afternoon at Ralli Hall with the usual 
delicious tea and on 10th May we are having another 
special event, a Race night, so watch this space.

The winter months can be very lonely, so if you want to 
have some nice company, or a tasty three course kosher 
meal, or even if you just fancy coming in to play a game 
of Bridge, Kalooki, or Rummikub, you will be made more 
than welcome and please remember we are a social club 
for all ages!

If you would like to learn how to play Bridge or learn how 
to use a computer, classes are starting now, so if you are 
interested or would like more information please give me 
a call. 

We are glad to say that we will soon have our own website 
called http://www.lunchandsocialclub.co.uk, up and 
running, so please keep an eye open for it.

If you are interested in any of the above, please contact 
Jacquie on 01273 739999.

As Director and Trustee of the Lunch and Social Club 
for the past 12 years, I have taken sole responsibility 
for fundraising for this very worthy charity. When I 
started doing this, we were receiving far greater financial 
assistance from Jewish charitable organisations, both 
local and national. As we enter our thirteenth year, we find 
ourselves in the position of having to compete with other 
equally worthy local charities, for a smaller pot of money.

To put this in perspective, the running costs for the 
Lunch and Social Club are £63,000 per annum for 
operating on two days per week. Members’ contributions 
(which are £8.00 per day plus £2.00 for transport) cover 
approximately 50% of this figure. We are therefore 
required to raise approximately £32,000 per annum. While 

we have run a number of very successful, well-supported 
fundraising campaigns and events, we still need to find 
new sources of income to ensure the continuation of this 
vital community asset.

We know how much the community values this worthwhile 
cause. Therefore, we hope that there are some new 
volunteers who would be interested in sharing their skills 
and ideas in helping us devise some innovative, creative 
fund raising opportunities for the future.

I would be happy to meet with anyone who feels they 
might be interested in offering their services.

Alan Burke

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation is pleased to announce 
that Chazan Stephen Cotsen has agreed to take the 
Shabbat service on 17th January, commencing at 10am. 
The Chazan is a member of the Masorti organisation and 
has been invited to our Synagogue in order to add another 
dimension to our usual Shabbat services. 

Non-members will be welcome, but, for security reasons, 
must telephone the Secretary, Linda Taylor, on 01323 
484135 or the Security Officer, Sally Taylor, on 0773 908 
2538, beforehand.

RALLI HALL LUNCH & SOCIAL CLUB
A Personal Letter From Alan

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation RALLI HALL
LUNCH & SOCIAL CLUB

(Registered Charity No.1142922)

PRESENTS
A BRIDGE & KALOOKI AFTERNOON

AT RALLI HALL, DENMARK VILLAS, HOVE
(£2.00 Parking Fee at Hove Railway Station)

FRIENDLY COMPETITION – WITH PRIZES
ON SUNDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2015 AT 2.00PM

DONATION £10.00 INCLUDING TEA
TICKETS FROM

ALAN BURKE - 01273 416335 
RAYMOND FELSENSEIN - 01273 505056
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Technology! What’s it all about? To pinch a quote from 
the spoof book, Fanny Hillman, “You’ve got it, you sell it 
and you’ve still got it!”  By which I mean that technology 
is all around us, it affects our lives on a daily basis and it 
is constantly changing and developing - whether we like it 
or not.

Out in the big wide world, even in your street, your 
apartment block or possibly your own house there are 
computers that are on their last chips. They are old, slow 
and probably run an old, insecure, obsolete operating 
system that the developer no longer supports. People 
struggle along with them despite the fact that they are 
most frustrating to use. The technological version of 
banging one’s head against a brick wall.

Accompanying the old box of tricks will be a screen, 
possibly an old cathode-ray tube type rather than a 
modern flat screen with the advantage of zero radiation 
emissions. And maybe a printer that has seen better days.

And sitting in front of all the kit is you, the user with the 
patience of Job and the stubborn desire to stick with what 
you know rather than to move on to today’s technology.

Of course, today, there is a plethora of options available 
to the buyer of computer technology. For a start, the days 
of big desktop tower computers are on the way out. The 
majority of computers sold around the world are laptops.

But can a laptop be justified? If all you want to do is 
to surf the internet, order your groceries on-line, do 
your banking from your armchair, send and receive 
emails, maybe write some letters and possibly do some 
budgeting via a spreadsheet and of course, store family 
photos and movies for viewing at your leisure, what is 
your best option?

In 2010, Apple launched a revolutionary product, the 
iPad. It can be held in your hand, is simple to use and 

it sells in its 
millions. It is a 
prime product, 
beautifully 
made and is 
supported 
by the best 
software 
infrastructure 
in the world. 
Its operating 
system, iOS, 
works without 
interfering with 
whatever you 
are doing and is 
kept up to date 
automatically. 
The new iPad 

Air 2 is less than a pound in weight and slimmer than a 
pencil (see the illustration below). It has a processor that 
is light years ahead of any processor in any competing 
product and is an absolute joy to use. Its smaller brother, 
the iPad Mini 3, also boasts a powerful processor as well 
as the superb “retina” screen. 

After iPad was announced it became obvious to other 
manufacturers that they could not offer a competitive 
product of the same quality at Apple’s price. iPad’s 
competition is thus cheaper and inferior in quality, 
software and support. With the vast array of statistics 
available to us these days, it is known that the iPad’s 
competitors are not used as much nor as frequently as 
the iPad. In fact many of these competing tablet devices, 
including e-readers like the Nook or the Kindle, are bought 
as presents, opened and then not used at all. Most 
users of the Android system are using a version of that 
operating system which is over two years old. In contrast 
to that, over 90% of iOS users are using a system that is 
less than a year old. 

The more traditional computing devices are giving way 
to laptops because space in the modern home is limited. 

Older houses 
had more 
room and 
storage 
capability 
but today’s 
architecture 
relies on 
cramming 

more dwellings into a space rather than providing people 
with space in which to dwell. Thus laptops, which 
take up much less space than a conventional desktop 
computer, have become popular. Many offer the same 
computing power as their desktop cousins but are not 
as upgradeable as the old desktop hardware, should you 
want to upgrade components rather than replace the 
entire device. But upgraders have to be aware that their 
old boxes may not be able to take new components built 
to new technology standards designed to work within an 
entirely different computer architecture. 

When looking at laptops or desktop devices, the price tag 
should be the last thing you consider. The most important 
item for consideration is the operating system. There 
are two main competitors here, Microsoft’s Windows 
and Apple’s Mac OS X. There are other options, such as 
Linux, but if you’re not deeply into technology and into 
software engineering, then it is probable that the two main 
contenders are all that you should consider.

Features

Tablet, Laptop or Desktop?
by Brian Megitt
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Apple’s Mac OS X (the X stands for ten) is based on a 
highly secure system called UNIX. Mac OS X has been 
developed over many years and is now into iteration 
10.10. Unlike Microsoft, Apple now makes this software 
available at zero charge and there is only one version. 

Microsoft launched Windows 8.1 in an attempt to 
correct Windows 8, which was not at all well received 
by the press nor by Microsoft’s ‘partners’, the hardware 
manufacturers. Consumers voted by not investing in the 
product.

It should be remembered that Apple designs and builds 
both the hardware and software together. The Mac 
operating system integrates with the iOS operating 
system of the iPads, iPods and iPhones. Microsoft has yet 
to understand mobile technology and its software is not 
designed integrally with hardware which has traditionally 
been made by third parties using components of varying 
quality, to keep prices low, so that they can sell in volume.

I mention this, because people, especially in this country, 
look at Apple products and dismiss them as expensive. 
They see rows of shiny Windows PCs on the shelves 
of PC World or John Lewis or wherever, and see lower 
prices. What most consumers do not see is that some 
of these “bargains” are old products, or “new” ones 
containing old technology, being sold at a low price just to 
move them out of the door. 

Numerous computer magazines have tried price 
comparisons across the major brands, Apple, Dell, HP, 
Lenovo, Acer, to name but a few. When they try to match 
the specification of an Apple product they cannot buy 
a Windows machine as cheaply. This tells us that when 
you look at these products you are not able to compare 
like with like. A cheap price tag in this market usually 
indicates poor value for money. Apple designs and 
manufactures many of the components that go into their 
machines. From the body to the fans to the speakers and 
batteries. Obviously, they use electronic components 
that are available from the likes of Intel but the advanced 
processors used in their iPads, iPods and iPhones are 
of their own design. They are also the world leaders in 
the use of flash memory for solid state drives, which is 
why their MacBook Air and MacBook Pro computers are 
virtually as fast as their iPads.

When you buy your new PC, remember that there is a cost 
of ownership. I came across a typical example recently. 
An acquaintance had bought a new Windows computer 
after struggling to make an old one work properly for a 
number of years. He just bought a new cheap device but 
did not look at Apple because of the perceived cost. He is 
not a person limited by finance. He now has a computer 
that is going to cost him a fortune. It is underpowered and 
will need more memory, it has a small hard drive, which 
will need upgrading and the list just goes on. If he had 
bought an iMac or even a Mac Mini - which he could have 
used with his existing screen and printer - he would have 
been much better off.

Mention of the Mac Mini brings us back to the desktop 
computer. For those that cannot see themselves ever 
using anything other than a desktop computer, the news 
is that the big box approach need not rule the day. The 
Mac Mini packs a huge amount of computing power in a 
box so small it could well become invisible on your desk. 
It has all the connectivity you need and if you have a USB 
keyboard, screen and mouse it is all you need to revitalise 
your computing environment.

The original Mac of 1984 was an “all-in-one” computer 
and like nothing that had gone before it. Today’s 
equivalent is the iMac, the most popular  “all-in-one” on 
the market. Its quality and design makes it stand out from 
all its competitors. 

So, stop being frustrated with your old computer and 
look at today’s technology. Apple’s approach is to make 
the best computers so that people can enjoy using them 
without the fear that they will crash or be decimated by 
viruses and malware. The concept is simple, you unpack 
them, switch them on and they just work.

Images are copyright of Apple Inc and used with their permission.
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Holocaust Memorial event at Jubilee Library, Brighton

Exhibition:  Faces in the Void: Czech Survivors of the 
Holocaust*. A collaborative project by Poet, Jane 
Liddell-King and Photographer, Marion Davies.

Jane’s poetry reflects intense personal experiences, 
extinct communities and deserted synagogues.  
Marion’s stark photographs offer poignant images of 
the lost and the living.  

 Date: 19th - 30th January 2015

 Venue: Jubilee Library, Jubilee Street, Brighton  
 BN1 1GE

 Visit www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/jubilee-library to  
 check opening times.

Sussex Jewish Film Club

The Club presents ‘NICKY’S FAMILY’ (Czech Republic/ 
Slovakia/ UK/USA/Israel/Cambodia, 96 mins, in 
English) - an inspiring documentary about Sir Nicholas 
Winton (born in 1909, so now 105 years old!). He 
organized the rescue of 669 mostly Jewish Czech and 
Slovak children just before the outbreak of World War 
II. He didn’t speak about it for more than 50 years 
but then his wife found a suitcase in the attic full of 
documents and transport plans. Nicholas Winton 
was knighted in 2002 and has received many other 
accolades and awards, most recently by the Czechs in 
October 2014. 

Dozens of Winton’s ‘children’ were found and many 
went on to achieve great things themselves. They have 
all lived due to the heroic deeds of this one man...... 

 Date: Sunday 25th January, 7 for 7.30pm (hot and cold  
 drinks available before the film)

 Venue: Ralli Hall, 81 Denmark Villas, Hove, BN3 3TH  
 (near Hove railway station and served by No 7 bus)

 The Club welcomes guests, with a small donation on  
 the door. 

 For more information if needed: (01273) 688538 or  
 07808 580047

Holocaust Memorial events at 
The Old Courtroom, Brighton

Speaker: Susan Kingsley, 
Brighton and Hove 
Progressive Synagogue tells 
the story of its own treasured 
Czech Scroll. Rescued in 
1942 and discovered in a 
disused Prague synagogue in the 1960s, this Torah 
Scroll is all that remains of the destroyed Jewish 
community of Frydek-Mistek. 

Readings: Year 6 students, Carden Primary School 

Speaker: Bryan Huberman: The story of a child survivor 
of the Holocaust. Alfred (Avram) Huberman was born 
in Poland in 1928; he was one of six children.  At the 
outbreak of WWII aged 12 he went into hiding where he 
remained until 1942 when he was incarcerated in the 
first of five concentration camps. He spent the following 
three years forced to work as a slave labourer.

Presentation: Jane Liddell-King and Photographer, 
Marion Davies. Faces in the Void: Czech Survivors of 
the Holocaust.  

Inspired by a single Czech scroll, Jane and Marion  
travelled to its original home of Pardubice, in search 
of Jewish survivors of the Holocaust. Throughout the 
project they pursued intersecting stories including 
in the UK, those of Sir Nicholas Winton  and Alice 
Sommer Herz.

 Date: Monday 26th January 2015, 1.15 – 4pm

 Venue: The Old Courtroom, 118 Church Street  
 (side entrance) Brighton BN1 1UD

Brighton & Hove Holocaust Memorial Events Programme January 2015
27 January 2015 marks the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, and will also be 

the 20th anniversary of the Genocide in Srebrenica, Bosnia.  
Therefore the theme for this major anniversary year focuses on ‘Memory’.
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University of Sussex, Centre for German-Jewish 
Studies
Programme ‘Keep the Memory Alive’

1.30 pm 
Welcome
Professor Michael Farthing, Vice-Chancellor, University 
of Sussex, Abraham Baldry, President, University of 
Sussex Students’ Union, Dr Gideon Reuveni, Director, 
Centre for German-Jewish Studies.

1.50 pm 
Thomas Harding will tell the true story of the Jewish 
investigator who pursued and captured one of Nazi 
Germany’s most notorious war criminals. The talk will 
be followed by a Question and Answer session.

3.30 pm 
Survival, Memory and Trauma. Zahava Kohn, a survivor 
of Bergen Belsen, will be in conversation with her 
daughter, Hephzibah Rudofsky (Kohn). She will speak 
about her war time experiences and about her family’s 
story of survival against the odds. Zahava and her 
parents lived through the horrors of Westerbork transit 
camp and then Bergen Belsen concentration camp.  
The talk will be followed by a Question and Answer 
session.

Friends’ Meeting House

Vigil on the theme of Holocaust. Quiet 
reflection at this time of remembrance. 
All welcome.

 Date: Sunday 25th January, 3.30 –  
 4.30pm

 Venue: Friends’ Meeting House,  
 Ship Street, Brighton 

 For more information: Tel:  (01273) 770258

Lewes Holocaust Memorial Event

‘Keep the Memory Alive’

 Date: Friday 30th January 2015

 Venue: Lecture Hall, Lewes Town Hall, Lewes

Date: Wednesday 28th January 2015

Venue: Jubilee Building Lecture Theatre, 
University of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton BN1 
9QN. 

This event is open to all, however booking is 
essential as seating is limited – book here:  
www.sussex.ac.uk/cgjs/hmd

Free entry to this event is made possible by the 
generous support of the Association of Jewish 
Refugees.

For further information contact:   

Diana Franklin, Centre Manager Email: 
d.franklin@sussex.ac.uk
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I recently spent a few days in the 
Lower Saxony region of Germany 
(Niedersachsen). It has strong links 
with this country and with Brighton 
& Hove especially, because in 
October 1714, 300 years ago, Georg 
Ludwig, the Elector of Hannover, 
ascended to the throne in London 
as King George I, thereby becoming 
ruler over two empires. He was then 
succeeded by four further kings from 
the house of Hanover (George II, III, 
our own George IV and William IV). 
The Hanoverians were on the British 
throne for 123 years until Queen 
Victoria broke the line when she 
ascended to the throne in 1837. The 
link with George IV gave rise to the 
naming of Brighton’s Hanover area 
(but anglicized down to only one ‘n’) 
as well as Brunswick (Braunschweig).

As part of the visit I went to Celle, a 
beautiful medieval town which, unlike 
Hannover, came through the Second 
World War completely unscathed. 
Maybe this was because there was 
no significant industry in the vicinity. 
Celle has nearly 500 timber-framed 
houses which have been extensively 
restored and are under preservation 
orders. The centre of the town is 
largely traffic-free.

While using the Tourist Office’s 
Old Town walking map to find my 
way around I noticed there was a 
synagogue marked on the outskirts, 
so I thought I’d have a look. The map 
told me it was the oldest remaining 
Jewish place of worship in Lower 
Saxony, dating from 1740. I easily 
found the street but walked up 
and down twice without finding a 
building that looked remotely like a 
synagogue. I looked at the address 
again including the street number 
and then realised that the frontage 
was in fact just a couple of half-
timbered houses in the terrace. There 
was nothing distinctive on the wall 
to show what the building was but, 
on looking more carefully, I saw that 
one of the doorbells was marked 
‘synagogue’ so I pressed it.

A lady came to the door and let me 
in. She didn’t speak English and my 

German is very limited but I came to 
understand that in 1974 the building 
had become a Jewish cultural and 
memorial site. From various exhibits 
and books available there I learnt 
that of the 140 synagogues that 
had existed in Lower Saxony before 
1933, only about 40 still exist today 
as ‘structures’ (so not necessarily 
used for Jewish worship). In this 
one at Celle the synagogue itself 
is still preserved at the back of the 
building and is around 250 years 

old. When built it was quite common 
for small synagogues to be built 
within or behind ordinary houses. In 
this way they were not immediately 
recognizable from the street. I learnt 
that the Jewish community of Celle 
bought the two plots of land in 1738 
and built the synagogue as a rear 
house. The two front houses were 
used as a Jewish School and as 
residences for various employees of 
the community.

In the late 18th and 19th centuries 
Celle’s Jewish community numbered 
about 110 people. It then dwindled 
steadily until in 1933 this small 
community had only 70 members, 
reduced to 35 in January 1939 and to 
only 15 by October of the same year. 

During Kristallnacht, 9/10 November 
1938, the synagogue’s interior was 
demolished by men wielding axes. 
The 12 Torah scrolls and various 
religious objects, as well as the 
community’s library, were thrown onto 
the street. The building itself escaped 
destruction by fire only because the 
adjoining houses would have been 
unavoidably damaged.

From 1942 onwards the former 
Jewish school house served as 
the ‘Jew-house of Celle’. It was 
where Jewish people selected for 
deportation to extermination camps 
were confined in extremely tight 
quarters and under continuous 
observation. Jews from other parts 
of the Lüneburg district were also 
held there for deportation. In the 
synagogue’s antechamber there 
are memorial plaques erected by 
emigrated members of Celle’s Jewish 
community honouring the memory 
of their relatives murdered in the 
extermination camps.

After the end of the war the military 
government confiscated the 
buildings of the pre-war Jewish 
community in Celle for the use of a 
newly created Jewish community. 
A mikveh was built in the backyard 
of the synagogue in 1945 but was 
demolished in 1972/3 because it 
was dilapidated. The small Jewish 
community eventually remaining 
in Celle associated itself with 
Lower Saxony’s Union of Jewish 
Communities and its members 
attended religious services in the 
Hannover synagogue.

After a thorough renovation in 1973/4 
organised by the local administration 
of Celle, the synagogue was newly 
dedicated by Rabbi Dr Nathan 
Peter Levinson of Heidelberg on 
20th June 1974 and the new Jewish 
Congregation of Celle has once again 
been able to hold religious services 
there.

If you have occasion to go to the 
pretty town of Celle, make sure you 
visit the synagogue while you are 
there.

Hidden behind two timbered houses 
by Jackie Fuller
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The Last Train to Tomorrow
by Ruth Selo

The Roundhouse theatre in north London was packed on a 
sunny Remembrance Sunday afternoon for the finale of the 
Association of Jewish Refugees’ (AJR) commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of the Kindertransport. The highlight of 
the programme was the London premiere of ‘The Last Train 
to Tomorrow’, performed by the Finchley Children’s Music 
Group conducted by the composer Carl Davis and with 
lyrics by children’s writer, Hiawyn Oram. It tells the story of 
the 10,000 Kindertransport children who came from Nazi-
occupied Europe to the UK just before the outbreak of the 
Second World War.

The event was attended by the Prince of Wales who wrote 
in the programme notes, “How proud I am of the choice our 
forebears made and of the role of our Jewish community in 
supporting the rescue mission. It seems entirely fitting the 
[Kindertransport] story has been recorded for posterity in a 
song cycle written especially for performance by children”. 

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg, whose grandparents fled 
from Berlin, led a commemoration of Kristallnacht, the 
Nazi pogrom of November 1938, and six former “Kinder” 

lit candles to 
remember the 
victims of the 
regime which 
included nearly 
all the parents 
of the children, 
aged between 
3 and 17, who 
came to Britain. 
He paid tribute 
to the British 
parliamentarians 
and others, 
notably the Quakers, who saw the approaching danger and 
created the Kindertransport. 

The Last Train to Tomorrow was impeccably sung and acted 
by the young choir dressed in 1930s clothes with labels on 
strings round their necks. Ms Oram’s lyrics cleverly told the 
story in language accessible to all age groups and Carl Davis’ 
music created an atmosphere of menace turning to one of 
bittersweet hope as the narrative of the long train journeys 
across a dangerous Europe, on the eve of war, unfolded. 

Despite the inclement weather a goodly audience assembled 
at Ralli Hall on 25 November to hear Astrid Zajdband, a 
doctoral student at the University of Sussex. Astrid has just 
completed her thesis on the migration of German Rabbis 
from Germany in the years prior to the Second World 
War. Outlining the situation in Germany post 1933, she 
emphasised the particular persecution meted out to the 
Rabbinate. Her account followed several specific Rabbis who 
came to the UK, especially those from the German Liberal 
tradition, and the problems they had in finding employment 
in a limited field with different traditions. Her talk continued 
with their internment on the Isle of Man and the subsequent 
contributions so many of them made to Jewish life here and 
elsewhere.

Astrid’s lecture was profusely illustrated and delivered in 
an easy and very accessible style. From her subsequent 
comments she was as happy to be with us as we were to 
hear some of the results of her extensive researches.

Our next meeting will be at Ralli Hall on Tuesday 27 January 
2015, commencing at 7.45 pm. The speaker will be Professor 
Geoffrey Cantor, Emeritus Professor of the History and 
Philosophy of Science at the University of Leeds, and 
currently an Honorary Research Associate in the Department 
of Science and Technology at University College, London. His 
subject will be, “Anglo-Jewry in 1851: The Great Exhibition 
and Political Emancipation”. 

This should be an exceptional event and we welcome both 
members and visitors. There is no charge for members and 
students, £4 for visitors, which includes light refreshments 
after the talk, questions and discussion.

Jewish Historical Society of England - Sussex Branch
by Godfrey R Gould
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Shackleton’s Carpenter is a play by Gail Louw, directed by 
Tony Milner and starring Malcolm Rennie.

Why would anyone be interested in a famous explorer’s 
carpenter? Well Gail Louw was and she has researched 
and written a most absorbing play about the man who 
challenged Shackleton after The Endurance sank in 
Antarctica, leaving him and his crew of 27 stranded on the 
ice. 

Shackleton wanted to haul, manually, the three lifeboats 
across very rough terrain to reach land. Harry McNish, a 
brilliant Scottish shipwright, warned ‘The Boss’ that this 
was a foolhardy journey and that the boats would not 
be strong enough to survive it. This led to an altercation 
between the two of them. McNish was right: the lifeboats 
broke up after two days, leaving them stranded. It seems 
that Shackleton bore him a grudge for this, as he was one 
of only four members of the crew who didn’t receive the 
highly prized Polar Medal.

We see McNish washed up and destitute on a lonely 
beach in Wellington, New Zealand. He sees the ghosts 
of the crew and still harbours fears about some of them. 
Fears that he had experienced on the voyage.

His monologue is about his trip, his own history and 
his difficulties in coming to terms with this incident. 
Malcolm Rennie was very convincing as a man who had 
been skilled, competent and respected but is now old, 
unregarded and alone at the end of his life.

The set, which was sparse but effective, underlined the 
loneliness of this man and the paucity of his life. It was 
very well designed.

Altogether a thoroughly engaging evening at the theatre.

Shackleton’s Carpenter will be at The Old Market, Hove, 
on 21st January 2015. For tickets phone 01273 201801.

Shackleton’s Carpenter
A review by Maxine Toff

Nicky’s Family 
As a contribution to the UK’s Holocaust 
Memorial Week 2015, the Sussex Jewish 
Film Club is screening ‘NICKY’S FAMILY’ 
(96 mins) on Sunday 25 January at Ralli 
Hall (7 for 7.30pm as usual). This is the 
inspiring and true story of the British 

‘Schindler’, Sir Nicholas Winton (now 105 years old!), and 
is an uplifting film.

At the 
outbreak of 
World War II, 
Sir Nicholas 
(‘Nicky’) 
organised 
the rescue of 
669 Czech 
and Slovak 
children from 
the lethal 
threat of the 
Nazis. He 
didn’t speak 
about it for 

more than 50 years but then his wife found a suitcase in 
the attic full of documents and transport plans. Nicholas 

Winton was 
knighted in 
2002 and 
has received 
many other 
accolades 
and awards, 
most recently 
by the Czechs 
in October 
2014. Dozens 
of Winton’s 
‘children’ were found and many went on to achieve great 
things themselves. They have all lived due to the heroic 
deeds of this one man....

The story is told through dramatic re-enactments narrated 
by the rescued children and by Sir Nicholas himself. Rare 
archival footage and interviews with Joe Schlesinger, a 
CBC reporter and one of the rescued children, documents 
not only how Winton’s act changed the lives of those he 
rescued, but also how it continues to influence the lives of 
thousands of others worldwide.

We hope to see you there – anyone is welcome! Small 
donation on the door requested but free to Ralli Hall 
members and full-time students.

Eastbourne Hebrew 
Congregation Synagogue

The Masorti Minister, Chazan Stephen 
Cotsen, will conduct the Shabbat 

Service on 17th Jan from 10.00am.
The service will be followed by a 

Kiddush.
Non-members welcome by invitation 

only.
Please telephone 01323 484135  

or 07739082538



16 17

issue 248 | JANuARY 2015

January in the northern hemisphere is a miserable 
month: cold, grey, damp. This year, after concluding 
the reading of B’reishit, the Book of Genesis on 
January 3, the Torah readings for the rest of the 
month are devoted to the first portions of Sh’mot, 
the Book of Exodus. As we read the well-known 
story that begins with the oppression and of the 
Hebrew slaves, and culminates in our ancestors’ 
liberation, the Hebrew months will turn from gloomy 
Tevet, with its commemoration on the 10th of the 
onset of the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem in 586 
BCE, to Sh’vat, the month that heralds the first signs 
that winter is giving way to spring.

Of course, there is a critical difference between the 
turning of the seasons and transformation in the 
socio-political sphere. Inevitably, the seasons will 
turn – until the world comes to an end. But human 
beings, although we participate in these cycles, also 
transcend them. You might argue that the Exodus 
was inevitable; orchestrated by the Eternal One, 
the slaves had to go free. However, there is another 
way of looking at it. There were so many contingent 
factors. Consider the role of Moses: imagine that 
on that day when he was shepherding his father-in-
law’s flock achar ha-midbar, ‘behind the wilderness’ 
(Sh’mot/Exodus 3:1), he had just walked on, and 
not turned aside to see that ‘great sight’: why the 
burning bush before him was not being consumed 
by the flames (3:2-3). He could simply have been 
too preoccupied with his shepherding duties. The 

desert light could have been just too blinding for him 
to have noticed a mere s’neh, a lowly bush that was 
not being burned up like the other bushes that were 
bursting into balls of fire in the arid landscape.

The great tale of the liberation of our slave ancestors 
teaches us many things – including, the crucial 
part played by people in the Exodus. Just think of: 
the Hebrew midwives, Shifra and Pu’ah resisting 
Pharaoh’s genocidal decree and saving the baby 
boys (Exodus 1:15-22); Yocheved and Miriam, and 
the steps they took to save the baby Moses (2:1-10); 
the slaves daubing lambs’ blood on the lintels and 
door-posts of their houses in preparation for the final 
plague (12:21-28). The text is very clear: if they had 
not marked out their houses, they would not have 
been saved (12:13).

And so, even in the midst of the unfathomable 
enormity and extremity of what the philosopher, 
Emil L. Fackenheim, called ‘Planet Auschwitz’ (in: To 
Mend the World, Schocken Books, 1982), there was 
active resistance. On January 27, it will be the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau 
by the Red Army. As we remember the murdered 
millions and acknowledge that, thankfully, Hitler’s 
‘Thousand Year Reich’ lasted no more than 12 years; 
let us also recall the resistance fighters in the forests, 
camps and ghettos, the ‘Righteous Gentiles’, and 
the soldiers of the Allied armed forces, who refused 
to acquiesce to tyranny.

BHPS
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Musical 
Concert 
Sunday 22 March 2.30 
pm at Friends Meeting 
House, Ship Street, Brighton.

Enjoy an afternoon of Light Music – Jazz, 
Classical, and Musical Theatre with piano 
and vocals.
Tickets £15 to include refreshments in the 
interval.
For further information and to reserve tickets 
contact Sarah Winstone 01273 501604, 
mobile 07841 488620.

Resistance Lessons 
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)  

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or 

info@bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association  

bahjha@googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive  Synagogue/

L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform   

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254   
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.bhhc-shul.org

Paradoxically, the Sidra in which Jacob dies 
begins with the words ‘Jacob lived’, in fact the 
entire Sidra is called Vayechi which means ‘he 
lived’. It is told of the late Rabbi Isaac Bernstein 
that he would say ‘when someone dies - Anglo-
Jewry comes alive’. Most communities are well 
organised when it comes to bereavements and 
people are prepared to put themselves out to 
ensure that all religious requirements are catered 
for. Peoples of all cultures seem to understand 
that the observance of traditions connected with 
death is important. In hospitals and hospices 
staff are briefed regarding various faith traditions 
and instructed to accommodate them whenever 
possible. Great strides are being made in 
conducting ‘non-invasive’ autopsies using MRI 
equipment to avoid the mutilation which is against 
Jewish law. 

In Vayechi we find that Pharaoh allowed Joseph 
to leave Egypt in order bury his father Jacob in 
accordance with his wishes. But right at the outset 
of a Sidra dealing with death and a number of its 
observances we are reminded ‘he lived’ because 
before we focus on death and its observances it is 
more important to concentrate on living.

It’s a new year. No it’s not the Jewish New Year, 
and maybe a Rabbi should ignore this holiday 
which has absolutely no significance, religious or 
otherwise, for his flock. But as I have the sneaking 
suspicion that maybe a few sheep may be straying 
to secular New Year’s celebrations and, let’s face 
it, I am a Rabbi and therefore always looking for 
an opportunity to exhort the community to good 
deeds, I have a few suggestions for New Year’s 
Resolutions for Jewish living.

I am assured by our funeral director that if he 
asks someone to come and make up a Minyan 
at a funeral they will make every effort to do so. 
We should have a Minyan (joint between the two 
Orthodox shuls) for every service; twice a day, 
every day of the week. Unfortunately the reality 
is very different. We have a Minyan scheduled for 
Sunday, Monday and Thursday morning and - as 
far as weekday services are concerned – that’s 
it! If someone asks me to organise a Minyan 
because they have to say Kaddish I will make 
every effort to do so, and generally the community 
will rally round. I’m told that once there were 

daily Minyonim here but, upon investigation, have 
found out that the backbone of those Minyonim 
consisted of men in their 80’s or 90’s, and 
unfortunately such backbones have a tendency to 
break. 

Now, we are talking about a sizable community in 
Brighton and Hove, furthermore it is a community 
blessed (?!) pro-rata with a lot of Rabbis so, on 
a good day, we are already a third of the way 
there! Isn’t it possible for a few good men to 
step forward and say ‘OK I’ll participate’? Isn’t it 
possible for us to have regular Minyonim so that 
anyone who wants to say Kaddish can do so 
without aggravation or feeling they are beholden 
to others? Shouldn’t a community of this size have 
a regular Minyan? Wouldn’t it be possible for a few 
people to step forward and commit to coming to a 
weekday Minyan once a month?

Ladies! No, I’m not asking you to come to the 
Minyan at 7.30 on a Monday, but how about a 
resolution to learn more about Judaism? There are 
several learning opportunities which take place on 
a regular basis; I give a Shiur especially for ladies 
every Thursday morning from 11.00 to 12.00 and 
a Lunch and Learn, to which all are invited on 
Wednesdays between 12.30 & 1.30 pm. These 
may not be convenient for everyone but there are 
other learning opportunities; both Shiurim and 
online. Jewish living is so much more meaningful 
if we understand what we are doing so take the 
plunge and resolve to make this next year a year 
in which you make the effort to learn a little more 
about your heritage.

I wish everyone a very Happy New Year – a year of 
Jewish learning and living.

New Year Resolutions
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Brighton & Hove Jewish 
Welfare Board

is delighted to announce the launch of its 
new website.

www.bhjwb.org
Please contact us to apply for financial 

assistance, or to make a donation.
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Yom ha Shoah 
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo 

Whoever has been in Israel on Yom ha Shoah is familiar 
with the lacerating sound of the siren at 10.00 AM. For two 
minutes almost all the country freezes. Cars stop in the street, 
the drivers get out, students at school, clerks in offices, 
even doctors and nurses in hospitals, all stand in silence. 
On Yom ha Shoah we commemorate the victims of the most 
horrendous crime of human history, which happens to be part 
of our people. 

The Shoah is a tragedy of such an extent, that all the other 
catastrophes fallen upon our people pale in comparison. 
Nonetheless, there are so many; and only recently Israel has 
started to include them in its calendar.

This year, for the first time, the persecutions and the 
expulsion of the Mizrahim, those Jews who have been living 
in Northern Africa and in Iran, has been commemorated. The 
story of the Mizrahim is long and fascinating. Jews have been 
living in places such as Morocco, even before the Islamic 
conquest. They were, in a sense, more indigenous than the 
Muslims! 

But this long-standing permanence did not help when 
mobs invaded Jewish neighbourhoods, when pogroms 
took place, when families were deported, expelled, and 
reduced to misery. In 1948 more than a million Jews lived 
in Arab countries. Nowadays, there are but a few thousand. 
In countries such as Algeria, Libya and Iraq, the Jewish 
population has been reduced to zero.

Many survivors of these tragedies found their new home in 
Israel, the Jewish State. There, they have been rescued. But 

their plight was ignored by international public opinion, as 
all the attention was for Palestinians refugees. Indeed, and 
despite all the wars and the conflicts, the expression “Middle 
Eastern refugees” is nowadays synonymous with Palestinians 
only. Other Middle Eastern refugees did not benefit from 
international attention, let alone help, from the international 
community. 

In assisting the Mizrahi refugees, Israel was left alone; but it 
managed the tragedy despite being in a constant state of war 
with their neighbouring Arab countries. After a relative short 
period of time, the refugees left the maabaras, the transit 
camps, and integrated fully in to Israeli society. All of this in 
less than one generation - a remarkable thing in itself! At this 
point, the memory of the persecutions was not pleasant and 
no one really wanted to indulge in it.

Things have now changed. Over the last decade the children 
and grandchildren of those refugees and survivors have been 
collecting stories and doing research. During the same time, 
thanks to the work of several associations and volunteers, the 
issue of the Mizrahim, and their right to compensation, has 
been raised in various contexts and places.

This year, for the first time, Israel has observed an annual 
remembrance day on November 30. On this day, they 
honour the Jewish refugees from Arab lands and Iran by 
giving voice to their plight. This date has been chosen as 
it commemorates the day after the UN resolution on the 
partition of Palestine, which in 1948 gave way to a terrible 
wave of persecutions throughout all Arab countries. 

But the date is also meaningful for another reason. According 
to the Jewish calendar, it happens at the beginning of Kislev, 
the month of Chanukah. The story of Chanukah is of how a 
small group of Jews were able to keep alive the observance 
of Judaism, and in the end, was able to rededicate the 
Temple. They did not lose hope. The candles of Chanukah are 
a symbol of hope. A hope that grows over time. Each night 
we add an extra light, while outside it’s darker and darker. At 
the darkest time of the year, we celebrate Jewish resilience. 

For those who, for all these years, have been campaigning 
on behalf of Mizrahi refugees, for their right to be heard, have 
been truly resilient. The whole of international attention has 
been elsewhere, and the plight of the Mizrahim had been all 
but ignored for decades. But now their story is part of public 
knowledge, at least in Israel, and hopefully in the Jewish 
world at large. 

Much like a Chanukah lamp, it has been placed in the public 
domain. Yet, there are still many things to do, so many 
wounds to heal, and so many damages to compensate. There 
are still so many lights to light, until justice will be restored.

Bulletin Board – January  
Sunday 4          Cheder New Term, 10.00 am
Saturday 10      Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
          Shabbat Doroteinu, 10.30 am
          Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 am
Tuesday 20       Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm
Friday 23          Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm
Saturday 24      Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
                          Havdala, 5.30 pm
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HHC
Rabbi vivian Silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation, 79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 
Email: hollandroadshul@btconnect.com and rabbivcsilverman@gmail.com
Web:  www.hollandroadshul.com

Winston Churchill and the Jewish People
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

Shabbat 24 January will mark fifty years since 
Churchill passed away in London aged ninety. 
He was a colossus who bestrode the world 
of his time; having made a name for himself 
before he was twenty-five; having taken part 
on horseback in the Battle of Omdurman in the 
Sudan (1898); entering Parliament in 1900 and 
remaining an MP until 1964. He gave his backing 
to the manufacture of the tank – first used on 
the Western Front in 1917, and to the use of 
air transport as Minister for Air. He reached the 
pinnacle of power in May 1940 as wartime Prime 
Minister, and his speeches galvanised the nation 
and the free world.

He was a writer, painter and orator of renown.

Yet, what were Winston Churchill’s feelings 
towards the Jewish people? In 1985, Prof. Michael 
Cohen, and then in 2007, Sir Martin Gilbert, 
published their books, each entitled “Churchill 
and the Jews”. From them we learn that, from his 
earliest parliamentary years, he concerned himself 
with Jewish questions when he saw them as 
interwoven with his own political fortunes, or with 
Britain’s imperial interests.

As prospective candidate for North West 
Manchester in 1904, which had a large Jewish 
constituency, Churchill took part in the Aliens Bill 
question in the House of Commons (1905).

With regard to the Balfour Declaration of 
November 1917 (the letter sent by Arthur Balfour, 
Foreign Secretary, to Lord Rothschild, President 
of the British Zionist Federation, promising British 
support for the creation of a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine), Churchill was convinced that it would 
be instrumental in mobilising Jewish support 
for the Allies during the Great War, especially in 
America, whose entry into the War, he felt, was 
secured partly through Jewish pressure.

He also believed (at the time) that Zionism might 
be the antidote for Jewish Bolshevism – that 
Jewish resources and energy might be channelled 
into building up a British Protectorate in Palestine.

When the rise of Nazism threatened and then 
shattered the political order established by 
the victors following World War One, Winston 
Churchill’s emotions were stirred by Nazi 
persecution of the Jews. However, whatever may 
have been the depth of his sympathy, Jewish 

suffering took second priority to defeating the Nazi 
regime and winning the war. But he did condemn 
the “Final Solution” policy in no uncertain terms:-

“There is no doubt that this is probably the 
greatest and most horrific crime ever committed 
in the whole history of the world, and it has been 
done by scientific machinery, by nominally civilized 
men…”  “It is quite clear that all concerned in this 
crime who may fall into our hands, including the 
people who only obeyed orders by carrying out 
the butcheries, should be put to death after their 
association with the murder has been proved.”

Churchill’s oldest Jewish friend was the American 
financier and long-time adviser to American 
Presidents, Bernhard Baruch, who was a slightly 
older contemporary (having been born in 1870). 
They both passed away in the same year, 1965.

The final association Winston Churchill had with 
the State of Israel, and therefore with the Jewish 
people, occurred just weeks before he died, when 
he gave permission for a Chair in International 
Relations to be named “The Sir Winston Churchill 
Chair”, dedicated in his honour by the Bar Ilan 
University in Ramat Gan. 

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

COMMUNITY EvENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events!

REGULAR ACTIvITIES
Sundays
 � Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. Tel: 

Adam on 07720 598087 

Mondays
 � Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre, 

66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919 

 � Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm  £4.00 + £1.00 transport 
Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba 01444 484839

 � Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919

 � Study Session with Rabbi Efune at Chabad House 8.15 pm All men welcome

 � Torah & Tea with Penina Efune. Living with the times – an in depth look at the 
weekly parsha and its relevance to our times. All ladies welcome. 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

 � SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the 
month at 10.30 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk

Tuesdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall  

 � Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.   
Tel:  01273 503708 (recommences 13 January)

 � Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
 � JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 

non-members 

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month, commencing October 

Thursdays
 � Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

 � Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

 � Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House.  
Tel: 01273 321919  

Fridays
 � Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 

10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each 
month, WVRS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
 � Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 

Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

EvENTS IN JANUARY 
 
      Wednesday 7
 � JACS Games Afternoon, Rummikub – Kalooki at AJEX Centre, Eaton 

Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Thursday 8

 � Sussex Jewish News - Submission deadline for the December issue.  
Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to sjneditor@
sussexjewishnews.com. Please see Submission Guidelines on page 6 
 
Saturday 10 

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation Shabbat Afternoon Service  
2.30 pm  
 
Wednesday 14   

 � JACS Guest Speaker Brian Freeland “Women of the Raj” at AJEX Centre, 
Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Thursday 15 for 8 weeks only   

 � Penelope Wilton stars in acclaimed Chichester Festival Theatre 
production of “Taken at Midnight” at Theatre Royal, Haymarket. To book 
phone 020 7930 8800 
 
Monday 19   

 � SARID Film, “The Sturgeon Queen” 10.30 am Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, 
Hove. £1.50. Tel. 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk 
 
Holocaust Memorial Day Events   

 � Monday19 – Friday 30:  Exhibition at the Jubilee Library
 � Sunday 25:  Vigil at the Friends Meeting House 2.30 – 4.30 pm
 � Sunday 25:  Sussex Jewish Film Club at Ralli Hall
 � Monday 26:  Memorial Events at the Old Court Room, Church Street
 � Wednesday 28:  University of Sussex
 � Friday 30:  ‘Keep the Memory Alive’, Lecture Hall, Lewes Town Hall, 

Lewes 
 
Wednesday 21  

 � JACS Guest Speaker Shirley Jaffe, “About Time” at Ajex Centre, 
Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-
membersmembers01902 779720 

 � “Shackleton’s Carpenter”, a new play by Gail Louw at The Old Market, 
Hove For tickets phone 01273 201801 
 
Friday 23  

 � Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation Erev Shabbat Service 6.00 pm 
 
Sunday 25 

 � Sussex Jewish Film Club presents “Nicky’s Family” 7.00 for 7.30 pm. 
Drinks available. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 
 
Tuesday 27 

 � Jewish Historical Society of England, Sussex Branch with guest speaker 
Professor Geoffrey Cantor, Emeritus Professor of the History and 
Philosophy of Science at the University of Leeds on “Anglo-Jewry in 
1851: The Great Exhibition and Political Emancipation. Ralli Hall 7.45 pm.  
Members free/Guests £4 to include refreshments. Contact Godfrey Gould 
on 01273 419412 or email g.gould915@btinternet.com 
 
Wednesday 28  

 � JACS with guest speaker Neil Sadler on A Policeman’s Lot…..Can be 
Quite Interesting at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 
members/£2.50 non-members 
 
Advance Notice 
21 February – 1 March is Jewish Book Week. For information contact 
Email: info@jewishbookweek.com or phone 0207 446 8771 or Website: 
http://www.jewishbookweek.com

SHABBAT SHALOM – BRIGHTON TIMES
In

Fri 2
Fri 9
Fri 16
Fri 23
Fri 30

Out 

Sat 3
Sat 10
Sat 17
Sat 24
Sat 31

Light Candles 

3.48 pm
3.57 pm
4.07 pm
4.18 pm
4.30 pm

Havdalah 

5.04 pm
5.12 pm
5.21 pm
5.31 pm
5.42 pm

MEMORABLE DATES
Thu 1 - Fast of Tevet – ends 4.44 pm

Thu 1 - Bank Holiday

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread 
available weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch 

Brighton from Premier Convenience Stores in 
Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so that we 
know how many to supply. Orders can be collected 

on Thursdays or Fridays. 


