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Pause for thought
So there we all were, in bed…
(Bet that caught your eye!)

The Yom Tovim are over and so, it seems, the last of the summer sun for 2014. The weather
changed and with it came the lurgies: the colds, the flu and even tonsillitis. Though we didn’t
have much time to lie about and rest. Neither, it seems, does our community. Turn to page 20
and you’ll see just how busy we all are going to be.

There we all were, in bed. (Bet that caught your eye!)
And that’s a good thing. As we came out of our sickbeds, we realised that Cheshvan brings
a return of everyday life and after a month of Holy Days plus an added Shabbat UK, a little
normality is a good thing.
See you around the community, enjoying the multitude of activities and events.
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Your news
Births

Mazel tov to Richard & Esther Wood, in Vancouver, on the birth
of a daughter on 22 September, the 8th grandchild for Robin &
Margaret.

Get Well

We wish a refuah sheleimah to Michael Brummer, Ivor Collins,
Victor Comiskey, Martin Gilmour, Bill Goodfellow, Dennis Hollis,
Jack Kaye, Frank Lazarus, Jill Richards and all who are unwell or in
hospital at the present time.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Sandra Barnett, Adele Feinson, Lore Hepburn, Renee
Kramer, Erica Lawson, Pamela Levy, Nettie Nissen (99), Helen
Spector, Diana White and all who celebrated or will be celebrating
special birthdays in October and November.

Wedding
Mazel tov to to Tara Rothstein and Richard Dargavel on their recent
wedding.

Wedding Anniversaries
Mazel tov to:
• Leslie and Adele Brooks on their Diamond Wedding Anniversary
• Lisa (née Carlton) and Adam Levene who celebrated their Silver
Wedding Anniversary in August
• Lucy (née Levinson) and Ian Rosenthal who celebrated their Silver
Wedding Anniversary in August.

Thanks
Penny Phillips would like to thank Rabbi Silverman
and all the many friends for their good wishes
during her recent spell in hospital.

Deaths

We wish Long Life to the families of Hilda Doctors z’l, Isaac
Englander z’l, Stephen Hempling z’l, Jean Sanger z’l, Muriel
Solomon z’l (mother of Adrian Alan), June Solomons z’l (mother of
Sandra Josyfon) and Betty Warren (Jacobs) z’l.

ESSENTIAL VIEWING
See how Gweni Sorokin fares on Countdown. Watch her on
TV Channel 4 on Tuesday 4 November 2014 at 2.10 pm.

Your News
Hilary and I are in Oahu, one of the Hawaiian Islands. We
planned to spend a week here after travelling 3,000 miles
around California, Arizona, Nevada and Utah. We had
already planned our trip before I discovered I have a Jewish
namesake.
David Sherwood has been forwarding me emails periodically
for over a year. His email account does not include my middle
initial and some of my correspondents forget the initial and
write to him. I received an email with a Christian slant which I
forwarded to him with the comment it could not be intended
for me, being Jewish. Back came the reply that he too is
Jewish. His family was named Shapiro: it sounded too Jewish
so they changed it to Sherwood. At least as Schersheyn we
could change to a similar name with some English history.
So when I found out he lived in Los Angeles I told him we
would be there in a month and we met up with his wife and
son and had dinner in Manhattan Beach. His son, by the way,
is Forest. (Get it? Forest Sherwood!)
Last evening Hilary and I went to a local street market and
as she was browsing one of the stalls I heard an animated
conversation in Hebrew. (Can any Hebrew conversation not
be animated?) The lady customer proudly shows me her
Magen David. The stallholder asked me where I came from
and when I said Brighton he said they were or had been in the
Premiership. Does he know something we don’t? Further on, I
am loitering as the inevitable browsing continues. And again I
hear the guttural sound of an Israeli accent. This guy is selling
hair-straightening tongs and is from Haifa. We part wishing
each other Shana Tovah.
Now, as I walk or sit on the beach I am looking for more of
my co-religionists. I have not found a Chabad House yet, as I
did in Bolivia, but there probably is one somewhere. And so, I
hear you ask, what is the best experience?

Even if you don’t ask I will tell you for fear I will forget by the
time I return. Is it Hollywood, Golden Gate Bridge, the beauty
of Yosemite, the Sierra Nevada or Zion National Park, the
excitement of Las Vegas or the magnificence of the Grand
Canyon or Monument Valley? Well, actually it is here right
now, the warm sea, the great tropical beauty and the golden
sand. Boy, those Israelis know a good thing. And we still have
to visit the north shore and swim with the turtles!
All the best,
David Sherwood

Elderly lady requires female to share her flat in
Preston Park, Brighton.
Own bedroom and ensuite bathroom.
No rent required.
Please email with your details:
ccmjs@waitrose.com

CARER AVAILABLE – PRIVATE
Over 25 years experience
Qualified to administer medication
Hourly rates and references available
Further information ring Jenny King

01273 880013
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Phillip Conway z’l
Phillip Reuben Conway, died on 18 August 2014 aged 85.
Together with Susan, his wife of 49 years, he had attended the
Sussex Friends of Israel and Zionist Federation rally in Brighton
in support of Israel, less than 24 hours prior to his sudden death
from a heart attack.
His large funeral reflected the
high esteem in which he was
held in the Brighton and Hove
Jewish community. He was one
of life’s true gentlemen who never
sought to create or be involved
in arguments and always saw
the best in people and tried to
help wherever he could. Phillip
always took the time to attend
synagogue services on Yom Tov
and often on Shabbat whenever
he was able. He could always be
relied upon to make up a Minyan,
either at the shuls or at a shiva.
A harmonious Jewish community
was very important to him. Quiet,
unassuming and dignified, he was gentle, kind and charitable,
but at the heart of all of his interests was his love of Israel.
Since the age of 17, and his very first trip to Israel, he was a
lifelong supporter, having visited the country many times for
holidays and on charity missions and was a member of the
local campaign team for JIA. He was especially inspired by the
superb work carried out by the doctors at the highly respected
Emek Medical Centre and by the children’s home, Neve Michael.
An active supporter of Youth Aliyah and the Zionist Federation,
he was often seen demonstrating outside the Ecostream shop in
the centre of Brighton.
He remained involved throughout his life and despite his
physical handicaps, he loved life and never complained. In

Hastings and District Jewish
Society
by Stella Harris
On Friday 5th September the society was delighted
to welcome Rabbi Wallach and his wife. As Brian
Linke was unable to take our Friday night service
the Rabbi, who lives in Brighton, offered to take
our service as well as giving us a talk about Rosh
Hashanah. His rich beautiful voice led our singing.
We had a supper afterwards provided by members
and friends. Thank you, especially Brian Gerber for
the delicious fish balls.
In October, we were unable to hold our usual
meeting on the first Friday of the month, as it was
Kol Nidre. The Rabbi suggested that we should all
bring fruit to our next meeting on Succot.

childhood he had many operations on his leg to treat the
condition osteomyelitis. Sadly, two brothers predeceased him.
He was determined not to let his problems prevent him from
doing everything that he wanted to do. Despite the fact that he
must have been in great pain for
much of the time, he would never
burden anyone with his worries.
Originally he was to be a furrier and
was apprenticed to the trade, but
this did not suit him, so he opened
his first general store in Brighton.
Subsequently, he specialised in
the retail sale of curtaining, nets
and linens and created the first
retail shop in England to introduce
ready-made curtains, eventually
expanding his business to many
shops along the South Coast.
However, eyesight problems
prevented him from continuing to
run this business, so he retired and
became involved in assisting Susan
in her legal practice and charitable endeavours. Their beautiful
home was always open and offered for a variety of charity
events, all well attended and very successful.
His grandfathers were Moses Cohen of The Lane, who
introduced smoked salmon to the British public and John
Altman, who introduced gas mantels and became a well-known
supplier of electrical light fittings at The Wholesale Fittings
Company.
He is sorely missed by his widow Susan, his sons Jonathan and
Simon, daughter-in-law Rhona and grandchildren Chantal and
Max, who continue to reflect the same interest in Israel and its
people, and by the Jewish community in Brighton and Hove.

INVITATION TO ALL
MEMBERS OF THE
COMMUNITY
Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen & Women
Brighton & Hove Branch
This year our Annual Service of Remembrance will be held,
by courtesy of the
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue,
Hove BN3 3GE
On Sunday 9th November 2014
The Service will be conducted by Rabbi Dr Andrea Zanardo in the
presence of the Vice Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, the Mayor of
Brighton & Hove and many other Civic and Religious dignitaries.
The Service will commence at 4.30pm, but will you kindly arrive
before 4.15pm to be seated by the Stewards.
Following the Service tea will be served in the AJEX Hall
LEST WE FORGET
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A Fond Farewell to Hyman Fine House Fundraising Committee
by Natasha Carson
At the end of August we bid a fond farewell to our current
fundraising committee, chaired by Shirley Burke. With many
of the members having been involved since the 1990s,
they felt that it is now time to pass the baton on to the next
generation.
The farewell took the form of our final barbeque of the
summer with the wonderful Fred Dias entertaining us with a
rock and roll set. The committee members were presented
with flowers, certificates and a cake from the Home. Several
senior members of Jewish Care attended the event.
In other news from the Home we also held a special thank
you tea and enjoyable party in honour of a donation from
AJEX, which enabled us to buy 8 new reclining chairs which
the residents find very comfortable. This event was attended
by both local and national members.
The Home was very busy, with a number of people coming
for holidays both locally and from London, to enjoy August
in Brighton. The lovely weather meant that some of our
residents were able to go on a number of excursions to local
places of interest including Lancing and, more locally, the Sea
Life Centre and the sand sculptures near the Brighton Marina.

Belated though it is, we nevertheless wish you all Shana
Tovah.
If anyone has some free time and would like to help out as
a volunteer – perhaps as part of our new committee, then
please contact Mark Pady on 01273 688226.

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams
Now the High Holy Days have been and gone, with amazing
weather on the first day Rosh Hashanah bearing in mind how
late in the year it was. Even Yom Kippur was quite warm with
the sun breaking through in the afternoon.
I am pleased to inform you that with the help of a generous
donation from National CST, Ralli Hall will soon have a
comprehensive CCTV installation up and running. To my
knowledge, the two Orthodox and the Reform Synagogues
also now have similar installations, while the Progressive
Synagogue is still awaiting redevelopment. This congregation
currently hold their services at Ralli Hall until the work is
completed, which is planned for this time next year or
thereabouts. Unfortunately, with the sad and dangerous
times that we are now living through, such installations are
imperative, so our grateful thanks to the most generous
donors that have made these possible around the country.
At long last, the three domed roof lights for the Servery,
Vegetarian Kitchen and between the Kosher Milk and Meat
Kitchens, are under construction. With their eight, steeply
sloping glass panels, each should greatly increase the natural
light to the rooms below and also be a striking feature. I am
sure that you will be most impressed by the difference that
they will no doubt make.
The winter programme of room lets is now mainly in place
and it is quite surprising how the type of lets have changed
over the years. We now have only one foreign language
summer school, while we currently have a number of weekly
lets for baby activities, including the very successful Baby
Ballet, as well as several more.

The Tango and Salsa dances, including Boot Camps, are
still going strong, but it can get very hot in the Great Hall
during summer evenings, as we have to keep the windows
closed due to noise pollution. The problem is that installing air
conditioning would be prohibitively expensive both to install
and to run. We believe we have found a solution with the
recent installation of four, rather large, but surprisingly quiet,
wall mounted, oscillating cooling fans, two at each end of
the hall. These, together with the original ventilation system,
which I had updated several years ago, and which draws the
hot air up through the ceiling and out through the roof should
do the trick. As long as the doors between the main entrance
lobby and the great hall are kept open, allowing cool air to be
drawn from the lobby into the hall, there seems to be enough
movement of air for the system to work. However, the fans
were installed after the main heat of our long, hot summer,
so it will not be until the next heat wave that we will know for
sure how efficient the system is. Fortunately, I do have a Plan
B to increase the through ventilation – we shall just have to
wait and see.
See you at Ralli Hall.

Important message

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted
into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.
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“1766 - 2016” - An Anthology
by Godfrey R Gould

I hope that everybody knows by now that (subject to
final verification) in 2016 we should be celebrating the
250th Anniversary of continuous Jewish residence in
Brighton (and Hove). A number of ideas have been
suggested to note this special year. However, whatever
else may happen, the Sussex Branch of the Jewish
Historical Society of England is going ahead with a few
initiatives. One of these is to publish an Anthology of
published, revised and original material on the last 250
years of local Jewish settlement. Some of the material
might be subject to copyright, but we hope that the
holders of such will be generous in allowing us the use
of such works.
Inter alia, the Anthology might include:
• the two seminal articles by David Spector on the
History of Brighton & Hove Jewry (JHSE)
• brief histories of the four local Congregations,
some of which already exist
• brief histories of major local Jewish
organisations, again, some of which already
exist
• brief biographies of notable personalities
commemorated on buses, plus some others
• notable buildings and other sites of Jewish
interest
• interesting extracts from Minute books
(subject to confidentiality)

• some edited material from JTrails
• photographs of special local Jewish historical interest
This list is not exhaustive and has within it some
duplication. If any reader has any unpublished material
that might be relevant we would love to hear from
you. Also there will need to be a great deal of work
compiling, editing in a house style and publishing this
book. If you have any relevant experience, especially
in publishing, and would like to be involved, please let
me know. Assistance with organising the financing of
the project is also very definitely needed. Please get in
touch.
My address is 8 Rothbury Road, Hove, BN3 5LH.
Alternatively, please ring 01273 419412 or email
g.gould915@btinternet.com

What is Sarid?
Sarid is a friendly and welcoming group of people
who came to the UK during World War II, fleeing
from Nazi Persecution. The Group is a mixed one,
with survivors and Kinder. We welcome second
generation too.
We meet at 10.30 am at Ralli Hall each
month. We host a guest speaker followed by a
discussion with refreshments served. Admission
is £1.50. For more information, please email
esther@ajr.org.uk or ring 0208 385 3070 or visit
our website at www.ajr.org.uk
Future meetings will be held on 17 November
when Esther Rinkoff will present Israel Return and
15 December for the Sarid Annual Quiz plus a
great Chanukah Party.

AJEX National Remembrance Day
For information regarding transport to London and
Hotel Tea afterwards, please contact Norman Grant on
01273 885874 as soon as possible.
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Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer
I hope you all had a good Yom Tov and are looking forward to
all the good things in the New Year.
In August we had a great weekend away at the Cumberland
Hotel in Eastbourne, the weather was lovely, we all enjoyed
ourselves and we are now planning our next weekend, which
will be in early spring 2015.
We celebrated Alan and Shirley Burke’s 60th wedding
anniversary with our members at The Lunch and Social

Club and also arranged a surprise party organised by the
volunteers for them, which was a great success. Alan and
Shirley had no idea that we were planning this party and had
a lovely time.
Tickets are now on sale for our annual Dinner Dance on
30 November with the Mayor and Mayoress of Brighton in
attendance and a special theme!
On Sunday 8 February we will be having a fund raising card
afternoon at Ralli Hall with the usual delicious tea, something
to look forward to.
Remember we offer a wonderful three course kosher meal,
something not to miss - even if you just want to pop in for
lunch, you will be made more than welcome – no matter what
your age!
New Bridge Classes and Computer Classes are starting so if
you are interested or would like more information please give
me a call.
We are glad to say that we will soon have our own website up
and running, we are called http://www.lunchandsocialclub.
co.uk so please keep an eye on our website.
If you are interested in any of the above, please contact
Jacquie on 01273 739999.

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation
by Stella Harris
On Bank holiday Saturday we had a full Shul. In the summer
we often have visitors from different parts of England and
abroad and welcome them to our part of East Sussex. After
the Shabbat service we were treated to a delicious kiddush,
provided by Gillian and Michael Rich. They wished to
celebrate being members for 25 years.

has fond memories of Eastbourne and his grandfather, took
the service. His Grandfather was Rabbi Zack, the last Rabbi
of Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation.
We wish mazeltov to Lazar Lieberman on gaining a place at
Oxford University. This likeable young man is so talented,
composing music and playing various instruments.

On Saturday 6th September, Ronny Lawrence was 91. Rabbi
Benjamin, an Ultra Orthodox Rabbi from North London, who

Our Cover Image Waiting for Daddy
Our front cover features a painting by one of our highly
talented local amateur artists, Joe Davis. He explains that
the painting was entered into the EAC Over 60s Awards
national art competition earlier this year and he received
notification of the result at the end of July. About 1600 entries
were received. Although he did not actually win one of the
various prizes, he was given a commendation, one of only 77
people to receive one, for one of his paintings. A booklet was
published in October showing all the winners’ paintings along
with those who received a commendation.
Also, back in the spring he applied to take part in a BBC art
competition programme series called ‘The Big Picture’. This

is to be a sort of Great British Bake Off for amateur artists.
Joe was
contacted and
interviewed by
the BBC and
was told that
6000 people
had applied
to take part
and that he
had been
shortlisted.
Unfortunately
he did not
make it into
the ‘tent’.
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More Blue Plaques
by Godfrey R Gould
On 29 July 2007 Cllr. Carole Theobald, Mayor of Brighton &
Hove, unveiled a Blue Plaque on the facade of the former
Devonshire Place Synagogue to the memory of David
Mocatta, the architect of the Synagogue. This was opened in
1838, the first purpose built Synagogue in Brighton. Earlier, in
2001, Brighton & Hove named their bus no. 854 in honour of
Mocatta.
On 8 August
2014 David
Mocatta was
one of two
honoured
with Blue
Plaques on the
inner facade
of Brighton
Railway
Station.
Mocatta, a
pupil of Sir
John Soane, was architect to the London & Brighton Railway
Station.
His designs included Brighton, Haywards Heath, Three
Bridges, Horley and Hassocks stations, although one of the
best examples surviving today is the Grade II* listed ‘Mocatta
building’ at Brighton station. It was opened in 1841, although
now much altered at the front at ground floor level. In 2013,
the remodelling of the concourse included work with the
Railway Heritage Trust to renovate the Mocatta building.
After a speech by Cllr. Denise Cobb, Deputy Mayor of
Brighton & Hove, the Mocatta plaque was unveiled by the
architect’s first cousin, three times removed, Edward Mocatta,
accompanied by his son, Michael, and Michael’s wife, Fiona,
and their three children, Orli, Sam and Sophia. The cost of the
plaque was largely funded by the Southern Railway together
with Brighton & Hove City Council, and the Sussex Branch of
the Jewish Historical Society.

My Knee
by Alegra Adler
I no longer have a personality; I have only a knee!
Six weeks have now passed since the recommended
operation to replace my arthritically dissolved knee took
place. Certainly I was warned that recovery was long, that I
must not expect too much of myself and that it would all be
worthwhile in the end: yes, I would be able to walk round the
park without pain. It sounded do-able. I’d had enough of pain.
At first everything seemed fine - the excellent hospital where
pain control was such that I did not feel the reality of what
my body had just undergone. Lots of people came to visit
me, issuing reassuring statements and leaving me fuzzy and
warm.
The deterioration has been gradual, the realisation a huge
shock. Suddenly the mantras in my head have a new

I have
written at
greater
length on
the life
and work
of David
Mocatta in
‘Seven Dials
Directory’
(October
2007) and
‘Shofar’
(Pesach
5773/2013).
The other
plaque is
to the memory of John Saxby who is credited with designing
the interlocking signalling system. He worked for the London
Brighton and South Coast Railway before setting up his
own business at Haywards Heath in 1856, making signalling
equipment. His business grew in strength until 1901 when it
merged to create Westinghouse Brake and Signal Company.
He was born and lived in Brighton. This plaque replaced an
earlier one, which had faded and was poorly sited.

vocabulary, with “pain, pain-killers, nausea, exercises, and
cabin fever” becoming the key words! Suddenly, with my
visitors, my dear family and friends - only my knee responds:
yes, I’m making progress, yes, I can now walk to the park,
yes, I’m reducing painkillers, especially ones that made me
nauseous, yes, yes yes... my voice bleats!
I am not me anymore. I am just a knee!
Even KNEE is aware of a growing tedium in people’s voices
as they ask how I am, while I scream,” I’m not here, I’m only
a knee!” How their eyes begin to glaze over as I burble on
and on about the progress of the knee while the rest of me is,
if not paralyzed, actually deteriorating? I know other people
who have had a knee replacement, but I don’t remember their
becoming Bores as a consequence. I therefore deduce that
I am making too much fuss and determined to stop it - well,
tomorrow!
It’s just that I have another knee…
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Freedom of Speech and Assembly in Brighton – 1948 and 2014
by Jason Lever

Alongside hundreds of
Brightonians and those
from farther afield I enjoyed
tremendously the National
Rally for Israel and Peace on
Sunday 17 August in Victoria
Gardens, organised by the
indomitable Sussex Friends of
Israel.
The PA system allowed us
all to hear clearly from the
fantastic speaker line-up,
including the barnstorming
finale speech by Colonel
Richard Kemp. This was
despite the constant attempts
of pro-Palestinian protestors
to disrupt proceedings from
behind a cordon maintained
by the police, who were there
in force to uphold our right
of peaceful assembly and
speech. This support of the
authorities for British Jews was
not always so and should not
be taken for granted.
In post-war London, my greatuncle Solomon Lever used
his political and trade union
credentials to raise publicly
many Jews’ concerns about
a resurgence of fascism. The
activities of Blackshirts in Mare
Street, Kingsland Road and
Ridley Road Market in Hackney
and Dalston were very close to
his home and work life. The police
and Home Office were far too
prone to upholding fascist rights
of speech and marches, whilst
clamping down on any 43 Group
members of largely Jewish exserviceman who were dedicated
to direct action against fascist
activity.
Solomon later became Mayor
of Hackney (1951/2) and was
General Secretary of the London
Jewish Bakers Union for three
decades. My late father, Charles,
remembered being taken to the

London before the war’. He spoke
to the nation that this posed a
major threat to the ‘preservation
of freedom and tolerance and
democracy in this country’.
Within a year, as I recently
discovered, a hammer blow to
Sussex fascism was dealt by
the good burghers of Brighton
with more than a little outside
help. Weekly fascist meetings in
the guise of the British League
of Ex-Servicemen and Women
were held on Saturday afternoons
at The Level. This served as an
authorised speakers’ corner.
Morris Beckman devotes a
chapter of The 43 Group to
describing the “Great Rally
Disaster” in June 1948.

cinema as a child and seeing
his Uncle Solly appear on
the newsreel, speaking at the
Trades Union Congress (TUC) in
Southport on September 4, 1947,
about the return of Blackshirt
activities.

A local branch of the 43 Group
successfully took up the cudgels
against several hundred Union
Movement (Blackshirt) rallyists.
They had prior warning of the
British Union of Fascists’ plans
for a recruitment drive on The
Level. On their arrival, Beckman
recounts how the fascists were
met by a hail of bricks and
fighting went on all afternoon,

As recorded
in the TUC
annals, Mr.
S Lever,
London
Jewish
Bakers,
said:
‘Fascism in
East London
marches
on... like old
times, you
know, when
Mosley
and his
Blackshirts
marched
through
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assisted by ‘elderly retired Jewish
gentlemen, seemingly rejuvenated
by Brighton air, wading into the
fascists with their walking sticks
and umbrellas’.
That same year, my great-uncle
spoke again from the TUC
podium. This time his theme
was heightened concern at the
British Government’s lack of
recognition of the State of Israel
despite ‘the many promises
which were made to the Jewish
people to help them establish a
home in Palestine’. He conveyed
his near incredulity that such a
great country as Britain could be
‘guilty of such bad faith... when
Jews need Britain’s helping hand
more than they have ever done in
their whole history, they find that
Britain is almost alone among the
great powers which has not yet
recognised the State of Israel.’ He
brought the compelling speech to
a close calling for Britain to give
‘unqualified recognition to the
State of Israel’:
‘For twenty centuries the Jews
have been a people without a
country...[and] lived as strangers
in countries that did not want
them, and have been tortured,
killed and persecuted on a scale
without parallel in the history of
men... [culminating] when they
died in their millions to satisfy
the unholy causes of Fascism. I
ask you, comrades, is it not time
that the world said to the Jewish
people, “You have had enough of
this persecution. You have had
enough of slaughter. Here is your
ancient homeland. Go there and
live in peace”?’
In Brighton, at the TUC in 1954,
Uncle Solly continued the
thread of his earlier speeches
by speaking out against the
rearmament of either Eastern or
Western Germany. He gave the
rationale of the London Jewish
Bakers Union taking this strong

stance because ‘this small union
which I represent, one of the
smallest affiliated to Congress,
and the only remaining Jewish
trade union in the world outside
of Israel, feels that it owes a duty
to 6 million Jewish dead...’
In his final speech at the TUC,
in 1958, his theme was peace in
the Middle East. Fifty six years
before this summer’s Israel rally
held in Brighton, Uncle Solly
moved a motion on ‘The Middle
East’ seeking to relax tensions in
the region for the cause of world
peace. Referring to propaganda
directed against Israel, ‘such a
torrent of hate has rarely been
heard, even from the Nazis in their
heydey.’ Yet, ‘under a democratic
government, the Israelis have
transformed the desert into
fertile lands... The region needs
technical aid… irrigation, tractors
and educational facilities far more
than it needs arms. There is no
reason at all why the Arab states

should not utilise to the full their
rich natural resources. Israel has
shown the world what people can
do when they are imbued with the
idea of social reconstruction’.
As we know all too well, Israel’s
development successes over
its history and the current
opportunities for economic
success through businesses like
Sodastream, being shared by
Palestinian workers, does not get
much of a hearing in much of the
British or world media.
Full transcripts of Solomon
Lever’s TUC speeches and the
story of his remarkable life and
tragic death after kidnapping can
be read at: www.unclesolly.co.uk
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Crossing Boundaries
On Sunday 16th November, the Film Club
at Ralli Hall will be showing Solomon &
Gaenor. This is a UK film (105 mins) in
English, Welsh and Yiddish, with English
subtitles where needed. Although not a
recent film it is interesting for being set in
Wales and for dealing with issues that were not generally
dealt with in movies at the time it was made. A regular at
the Club suggested that we should show it.
A young Jewish man in 1911 South Wales tries to make
his living by selling fabrics door to door, but to do so he
decides he must hide his ethnicity. On one of his sales he
meets and falls in love with a demure young woman with
a strong-willed father and an anti-semitic brother. She
becomes pregnant and only then does she learn of his
ethnic background...
As usual, all are welcome on the basis of a small donation
on the door (but free to Ralli Hall members and full-time

Last Train to Tomorrow

students with proof of status). Drinks available from 7.00
pm and the film will start at 7.30 pm. We hope to see you
there.

Centre for German-Jewish Studies, University of
Sussex
Forthcoming Programme
Austria in Europe - The Jewish Contribution
The First Evi Wohlgemuth Memorial Lecture will be delivered by Dr Emil Brix,
Ambassador of Austria to the United Kingdom at 18.30 for 19.00 on Thursday 6
November 2014 in the Embassy Ballroom at the Austrian Residence in London.
By invitation only. For further information, please email d.franklin@sussex.ac.uk

Kaiser Wilhelm II (1859-1941) - A German Trauma
The First Peter Straus Memorial Lecture will be delivered by Prof John Rohl
at 19.45 at the Sternberg Centre on Monday 15 December 2014. For more
information, please visit http://news.reformjudaism.org.uk/upcoming-events.
html

Israeli society: ruptured or multicultural?

The Association of Jewish Refugees proudly
presents the London premiere of Last Train to
Tomorrow, a song cycle written in tribute to the
Kindertransport by the internationally acclaimed
composer and conductor Carl Davis CBE, at the
Roundhouse on 9 November. Natasha Kaplinsky,
the newsreader and television presenter and
member of Prime Minister David Cameron’s
Holocaust Commission, will introduce the event.
This special one-off concert will also feature
The Marriage of Figaro Overture by Mozart and
Mendelssohn’s Violin concerto performed by City
of London Sinfonia together with an outstanding
young violin soloist from The Yehudi Menuhin
School.
The concert takes places on a Sunday afternoon
and on the anniversary of Kristallnacht. The
symbolism that the Roundhouse was formerly a
turning point for trains and is located near Swiss
Cottage, the area in London where many of the
refugees escaping Nazi oppression settled, should
also help make the concert memorable and
historic.

Prof David Tal, holder of the Yossi Harel Chair in Modern Israel Studies at the
University of Sussex, will speak at LJCC on Tuesday 13 January 2015 at 14:00.
For more information, please visit http://www.ljcc.org.uk/

Jewish Soldiers in the German Army in the Great War
Prof Peter C Appelbaum will give a talk about the approximately 100,000 Jews
in the German army, of whom 80,000 fought on the Front and 12,500 were
killed or went missing in action. Chaired by Dr Gideon Reuveni at 20.00 on
Wednesday 21 January 2015 at
Hampstead Garden Suburb Synagogue (HGSS), Norrice Lea, N2 0RE. For more
information, please visit http://www.spiroark.org/

Holocaust Memorial Day at the University of Sussex
Our programme will be held on Wednesday 28 January 2015 from 13:30-17:30
and is sponsored by the AJR.
Thomas Harding, will speak about his bestselling book entitled: ‘Hanns and
Rudolf - The German Jew and the Hunt for the Kommandant of Auschwitz’.
Zahava Kohn, a survivor of Bergen-Belsen, and her daughter, Hephzibah
Rudofsky. This is the story of two generations of mother and daughter. Rosy
Kanarek is in Bergen-Belsen with her daughter Zahava, desperately trying to
save them both and to keep hidden a record of their lives prior to and during
their ordeal. Over sixty years on, it is the tale of how Zahava Kohn embarks on a
journey of discovery, encouraged and assisted by her own daughter Hephzibah
Rudofsky. This is the unique, personal account of a camp survivor, together with
the second generation perspective of her daughter.
All welcome, but registration is essential. Please contact Diana Franklin, Centre
for German-Jewish Studies Manager by email at d.franklin@sussex.ac.uk or ring
01273 678771 or 020 8455 4785.
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JACS
by Shirley Jaffe
We had a very exciting programme in August and September.
Elaine Guppy has reviewed the talk given by author Beryl
Darby about Spinalonga, a small island off Crete. Roy Taylor
spoke of the use of radar in the war, and particularly the RAF
Station at Truleigh Hill. A games afternoon was so popular
that it is now a regular event. We also had an excellent and
very well attended quiz prepared by Moss Kimmelman.
And then there was Maureen! When I found that Maureen
Lipman was appearing in the production of Daytona at the
Theatre Royal in September, I suggested that we might like
to go to the matinee on the Thursday. Having successfully
booked the tickets, something prompted me – chutzpah?
I wrote to Ms Lipman and asked if she could spare the time to
attend our meeting that week and I was delighted to receive a
wonderful acceptance postcard signed ‘Maureen’.
This was a chance to show the community that JACS
was an opportunity for the middle aged and the elderly
to enjoy interesting speakers. I had to get the word round
quickly, arrange catering for two or three times our normal
numbers and give Maureen’s play some publicity without
compromising our security.
Thank you SJN and the online Shabbas News, for their
help with publicity; thanks to Janice Greenwood and the

committee, our own regulars who helped on the day, the staff
of the Reform Synagogue and caretaker Lee, my daughter
and granddaughter for their catering help and my husband
for his brilliant idea of allowing the ticket price to include
membership of JACS to encourage all who came to be
tempted to come to lesser known speakers.
I think it would have been really hard for most speakers to
follow our star guest. However Peter Buckland’s talk was
so different, sad and moving. He held our much smaller
audience in thrall. His son had died of CJD (‘mad cow
disease’), having caught it from a blood transfusion, which
at the time was proclaimed to be impossible. He told us how
the disease developed first in cattle, from feeding protein
to cows, especially offal and brains, to give a greater yield
of beef and milk, as this was cheaper than grain. Cattle,
being vegetarians, would only eat the food if the taste was
disguised with molasses: horses refused to eat it altogether.
Also, safety measures in abattoirs had been dropped. In all,
five and a half million cattle and 300 people died. The first
cattle died in 1985; the first human in 1995. Peter saw this
tragedy as being born of greed and the scramble for profits.
Some members bought Peter’s book and it is still available
through JACS.
Details of our future programme are on the SJN Diary page.
We look forward to seeing lots of our new members. Please
let us know if you have something you would be willing to talk
about.

Beryl Derby’s talk on Spinalonga – The Lepers’ Home
by Elaine Guppy
Some years before the last world war there were lepers in a
hospital in Athens, conditions there were very bad – little food
or water or medical attention. The wards were overcrowded
with 150 patients per ward. As a result the inmates rioted
three times. During the third riot the army was called in and
the lepers were removed to Spinalonga Island.
Turkish smugglers who lived there all left when told the lepers
would be coming. The lepers soon settled down, using the
empty houses, a church and an old Venetian fort in which
to live. They grew crops, kept animals and had an adequate
water supply. The government gave each leper a weekly
allowance and food was brought over from the main island

A Little Touch of Maureen in the
Afternoon
by Carole Bremson
The JACS meeting was full to the brim with expectant faces
for the arrival of its guest speaker, the celebrated actor, writer
and director, Maureen Lipman, who had taken time out from
her busy schedule to take up this invitation.
Tea and cake for all preceded a riveting glimpse into the
veritable force that is Maureen. Her mercurial changes from
accent to accent, from anecdote to anecdote, both personal
and professional, showed just how humorous, insightful and
charismatic she is.

of Crete. There was a weekly visit from a doctor, but the
pills given were ineffective. Lepers lost all sense of feeling,
their noses rotted and feet became clawed. Marriage was
forbidden but forty children were born, and were soon taken
from the island to orphanages.
An average of one thousand lepers lived on the island,
although the highest number recorded was two and a half
thousand. From 1941-44 the Germans were in charge and
forbade food and other supplies to be taken there. At the end
of the war only 40 lepers were alive – the rest had died of
starvation or leprosy. The colony was closed.

Her commitment to Israel was in no doubt nor was the
devotion to her family and late husband, writer Jack
Rosenthal. An ability to navigate through memories of
Jack, mother Zelma, ‘evenings’ in childhood, her recent
documentary on ‘Memory’ and public exchanges with the
Tricycle Theatre in London regarding the cancellation of a
Jewish Film Festival, amongst other incidental but sidesplitting throwaway comments, reinforced our belief in
Maureen the ‘National Treasure’ who doesn’t shy away from
difficult or painful issues.
Here was a consummate performer who, in her own words,
has been “48 years in the business that is show”. Maureen thank you. Long may you continue.
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An Officer and A Spy
by Robert Harris
Arrow, May 2014. 624 pages, £7.99
Review by Gillian Rich
This novel retells the case of Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish officer in
the French army at the end of the 19th century. In the aftermath
of the Franco-Prussian war, Dreyfus was accused of passing
state secrets to the German Army. He was convicted of treason
and sentenced to life imprisonment on Devil’s Island. His
treatment was horrendous, starting with public humiliation when
he was stripped of his rank.
Robert Harris starts his story at this point. It is viewed through
the eyes of Colonel Georges Picquart, who works in the French
Army statistical section, investigating espionage. The event is
orchestrated to pander to the antisemitic sentiments of the mob,
calling ‘Death to the Jew’. At this time, antisemitism was rife in
the French establishment. Although Piquart does not like Dreyfus,
various clues lead him to suspect that Dreyfus was framed and
that another genuine spy was still working against the interests of
France. Picquart risks everything in his hunt for the truth.
This book reads like a modern detective novel, but it is so much
more moving, particularly when the reader is given an insight
into Dreyfus’ home life. Robert Harris writes in a page-turning
style, painting vivid pictures with much emotion. Even though we

15
know from our history books
that Dreyfus was eventually
pardoned, there is still a buildup of tension for the reader.
This book tells the story of an
enormous cover-up by a nation
state. Unfortunately politicians
do not learn from history and
we still have cover-ups like
Watergate and the Chilcot
Inquiry, to name just two.
I was privileged to hear Robert
Harris discussing his novel at
Charleston in May this year. A
member of the audience asked
him why he was so interested in
the Dreyfus affair. He answered
that France was politically split
by it, and that division was still evident at the start of World War
1. He also wanted to highlight the endemic antisemitism in the
governing classes in Europe at the turn of the 20th century.
I would recommend this book on a number of levels. It’s a good
read, a fascinating detective novel, a heart-breaking human story
and a reminder that we must all be aware of growing antisemitism
in European society as shown by so many events this summer.

Jewish Renaissance Comes of Age
by Janet Levin
While many Jewish cultural organisations worry about the ageing
of their audiences, Jewish Renaissance magazine, on starting its
Bar Mitzvah year, seems set to engage new and younger readers.
Its October issue shows the impact of the addition to its editorial
team of three young professionals who learned their skills at Time
Out magazine. The design is striking and modern - and easier to
read.
The new editor is Rebecca Taylor, an award-winning journalist
who was News Editor at Time Out magazine; the new look has
been created by designer Becky Redman and Danielle Goldstein
has revamped the three-month listings guide to cultural events,
which now seems easier to navigate and better to look at. The
magazine for the first time features a useful family section, with
reviews and information on where to take the children.
In the October issue there is an interview with Frédéric Brenner
who has just unveiled his new project photographing Israel; a
ten-page feature on the experience and attitudes of South African
Jews in the UK, a preview of the UK’s first Jewish Comedy
Festival at JW3, an article on the Jewish dystopias that preceded
Howard Jacobson’s J, and much more.
Upcoming issues will focus on everything from finding love in
the 21st century – from the shadchan to Tinder, through the
experience of Jews in Portugal, from the Middle Ages to the
present day – to why Ed Miliband is turning off Jewish voters.
“While the look is new, we are determined to maintain the high
standards of research and content that our readers say are so
important to them” said Janet Levin, who is now CEO of the
enlarged organisation.
As a special offer to Sussex Jewish News readers, the October
issue is free! Subscribe and claim your free copy by calling 020
8876 1891 and quoting ‘Sussex’, or subscribe online at wwww.
jewishrenaissance.org.uk and write ‘Sussex’ when asked for the
promotional code. Don’t forget, a subscription to the magazine
also makes a great and meaningful Hanukkah gift!
Jewish Renaissance is published quarterly. The October 2014
issue is the latest edition.

People, Places and Holocaust Objects
The Centre for Life History & Life Writing Research and
the Centre for German-Jewish Studies launched the
book People, Places and Holocaust Objects by Shivaun
Woolfson in October.

Dr. Woolfson travelled to Lithuania to trace her ancestry
and discovered the story of a people. Holocaust Legacy in
Post-Soviet Lithuania: People, Places and Objects, uncovers
the lives of a remarkable group of elderly Holocaust
survivors against a backdrop of ongoing Holocaust
dismissal. She invites us to look through the lens of their
stories and memories, their biographical objects and their
‘special’ places with deeply moving results. Incorporating
psychology, anthropology and ethnography, the book has,
at its core, a deeply spiritual approach, which marks it out
from conventional historical treatments of the subject.
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Is there a synagogue in Borsetshire?
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo

I am going to admit to an indulgence of mine. I listen to
The Archers! Yes, you know… the generations-old soap
opera, broadcast by BBC Radio 4. You can download
via the podcast, which I do regularly. Listening to The
Archers helps me to gain confidence with English as
a spoken language and with some of its local accents
too!
So, since last summer, I am becoming more familiar
with the various characters of the world’s longestrunning radio soap opera. I also get help from various
web sites, Wikipedia entries and, obviously, via their
Facebook group.
My relationship with the English countryside is very
limited. When I was at Leo Baeck College as a
rabbinical student, I went to visit some local, small
congregations, to lead some Shabbat services. Usually,
these congregations were very small with just a few
families and without a purpose built synagogue. So
they tended to meet in a community centre, city hall,
or even Quakers worship house (a nice example of
interfaith relations). They also cannot afford a rabbi so
have to rely on rabbinical students.

Leonie Snell may be Jewish. And someone else came
up with the suggestion that opening a kosher butcher
shop may solve Ed’s problems.
Someone suggested that the lack of Jewish characters
in the Archers is an issue that needs to be addressed.
I have to admit that I still don’t know who Shula is,
if Caroline is married, who are Leonie’s friends, and
what are Ed’s problems. But as a rabbi I know that
conversion is an option.
Overall, I found the discussion really intriguing. No one
was interested in buildings, such as the synagogue.
Personalities, life stories, human beings, and personal
relationships intrigued everyone. Perhaps there is
a lesson here. We are more interested in personal
relationships than in community buildings and
institutions. More than just a house for worship, we
Jews appreciate the spirituality of our homes. So we
ought to build a place that has a bit of this and a bit of
that!

Apart from these sporadic trips, I am foreign to rural
England and the setting of this soap opera. So I still
have so much to learn about it! It came naturally for me
to ask on Facebook if there is a synagogue in the city of
Felpersham. And for those who don’t share my newly
found passion, Felpersham is a fictional Cathedral City,
the largest city in Borsetshire, itself a fictional county, in
which Ambridge, a fictional village, is the setting of The
Archers.
I read on Wikipedia that Felpersham is known to be the
seat of a Church of England diocese. Therefore, I think,
it must have a synagogue too! Then I had a second
thought. I thought about my explorations of rural
England of not so long ago, and I concluded that yes,
there must be some Jews there. There is a department
store, and a University, which has a Facebook page
too. Probably there is no synagogue, but there must
a local, small congregation. I wondered where they
meet for Shabbat. Is there a Quaker worship house in
Felpersham?
Unsurprisingly, my post on Facebook was liked only
by English readers. No Italian or Israeli had a clue
what I was talking about. This is hardly surprising. A
very English, thus very polite, discussion followed. In
such a discussion, no one was interested about the
synagogue, or the J-Soc at the University (there must
be one!). Rather, everyone started speculating about
the possible Jewish status of this and that character.
Someone admitted that they always thought that
Shula was Jewish. A Rabbi revealed that his Dad has
written to the BBC suggesting a nice Jewish doctor for
Caroline. Somebody else suggested that a friend of
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Baron Edmond de Rothschild
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The younger son of Baron James, founder of the French
branch of the House of Rothschild, Edmond was born in
Paris in 1845 and married his cousin Adelaide in 1877.

From his first visit to Palestine in 1887, he advocated selflabour, the speaking of Hebrew, and concern for religious
tradition.

After the Russian pogroms of 1881 he became actively
involved in efforts to promote Palestine at the urging of
the settlers and members of the Hovevei Zion (Lovers of
Zion) movement. When the settlements faced financial
crisis, the leaders of Rishon le Tsiyyon, with the aid of
Rabbi Shmuel Mohilever and Zadok Kahn (Chief Rabbi of
France) turned to Baron Edmond who acted to support
Rishon le Tsiyyon and Zikhron Yaakov – the two earliest
settlements in Eretz Yisrael.

Baron Edmond played a pivotal role in the development
of the wine industry in Eretz Yisrael, was co-sponsor of
the Palestine Electric Corporation, and gave financial help
towards the establishment of the Hebrew University.

Owing to his wish to remain anonymous, he became
known as Hanadiv Hayadoora (the Famous Benefactor)
and the name ‘Hanadiv’ became linked with Baron
Edmond ever afterwards.
Following World War One, he began to support the
Zionist organisation, promoting Rosh Pina and Petach
Tikvah, as well as Rishon and Zikhron. By the end of his
long life, Edmond was known as the Father of the Yishuv.

Towards the end of World War One, his son James
arrived in Palestine with the British Army, and was
among those recruiting among the Yishuv for the Jewish
battalions. His father was very happy to see his son and
heir carrying on the work to which he was devoted.
Baron Edmond’s last visit to Eretz Yisrael was in
1925 at the age of eighty, and he won admiration and
appreciation from all sections of the population (the
Yishuv).
He passed away in Paris in 1934. In 1954 his remains,
and those of Adelaide, were reinterred in Ramat Hanadiv,
close to Zikhron Yaakov. Hanadiv had returned home.

The Chagim
We were blessed with some wonderful warm weather
right up to the end of September and were still able to
wear our summer clothes for Rosh Hashanah. The warm
atmosphere was further enhanced by the delightful voice
and personality of Chazan Rabbi Zalman Rodal and
whose young son enchanted us when harmonising with
his father for some of the prayers.
We were honoured with the presence of Rabbi Lionel
Mirvis and his wife Valerie for all of Rosh Hashanah
and were fortunate to have, not only our own Rabbi
Silverman, but the additional help from Rabbis Lewis
and Efune (who blew the Shofar brilliantly) as well as
from Gary Silverman, who all worked hard to make our
services memorable and interesting. Yom Kippur is

especially demanding for anyone taking the services,
but the final blow of the Shofar was mesmerising and
extraordinary in its strength and length.
The Succah looked lovely, but sadly it rained a lot during
that week, so a bit of singing and dancing at Shemini
Atzeret and on Simchat Torah livened up the end of a
very long series of High Holy Days. Someone said that
they felt “shuled out”!
We wish a huge Mazel tov to Richard Sidlin, our Chatan
Torah, and to Ralph May, our Chatan Bereishit, who
together with their families hosted beautiful Kiddushim
brilliantly prepared by Michele Cohen (the Mary Berry of
Hove!).

MARTIN
GROSS
Memorials

All aspects of stone-masonry undertaken
from new to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792
07801 599771
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Night
by Rabbi Elli Sarah

‘And there was evening and there was morning’ –
Va-y’hi erev va-y’hi voker. Following B’reishit, the
Book of Genesis, chapter 1, the Jewish day begins
in the evening. In that account of Creation, each of
the initial six days concludes with this phrase. So
what of ‘night’ – that time in between evening and
morning? Of course, ‘night’ is an integral feature of a
complete 24-hour ‘day’, but it is curious how nighttime is elided with the words, ‘And there was evening
and there was morning’.
Night-time and its terrors: when I was young, the
door to the bedroom I shared with my younger sister
was kept open, and the landing light left on because
we were afraid of being in total darkness. I’m sure
this is an experience common to many children.
Jewish liturgy includes a special prayer recited only
in the evening at the end of the section focusing on
the Sh’ma and its Blessings: ‘Grant, Eternal one,
our God, that we may lay down in peace, and let us
rise up, our Sovereign, to life’ – Hashkiveynu Adonai
Eloheynu l’shalom, v’ha’a’mideynu, Malkeynu,
‘l’chayyim. Most adults conquer their childhood
anxieties, but nevertheless, night-time/sleep-time
remains a mysterious region beyond our everyday
world throughout our lives, so it is comforting to
recite Hashkiveynu and to call on the protection of
the Divine Presence: ‘Spread over us the tabernacle
of Your peace … Shelter us in the shadow of Your
wings.’

But fear of the night is not only a hangover from
childhood. Night-time does hold the potential for real
danger, providing cover for those would do harm:
from burglary to rape to murder. Each November,
we recall a particular devastating night, when the
persecution of our people by the Nazis became a
campaign of violence: Kristallnacht – the ‘Night of
Broken Glass,’ which began across Hitler’s Germany
on the night of November 9, 1938. We also know
that the first deportations were conducted for the
most part, at night. It was in the middle of the night
three days later that my paternal grandfather was
dragged out of his home in Vienna and taken to
Dachau.
Elie Wiesel called his memoir of the Sho’ah, Night.
Born in Hungary in 1928, he was still a boy when he
was deported with his family, first to Auschwitz, and
then to Buchenwald, where his parents and younger
sister were murdered. He wrote of his first night in
Buchenwald: ‘Never shall I forget that night, the first
night in camp, which has turned my life into one long
night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed’
(Penguin Books, 1958, p. 45). This year, when we
commemorate Kristallnacht and recall the dark
horrors of the Sho’ah, let us also give thanks that the
long night of terror was finally brought to an end, and
that in the decades since the defeat of Nazism, the
Jewish people has arisen again l’chayyim – ‘to life’.

Events@BHPS
Desert Island Discs

On Saturday 22 November we are holding
another very popular Desert Island Discs
evening at the home of Sarah and Martin
Winstone. (Sold Out)

Chanukah Shabbaton

We will celebrate Chanukah on 20 December.
Our Shabbat service will begin at 1.30 pm and
will be followed by an afternoon of activities
for all ages at the Ralli Hall, including craft
activities, a puppet workshop, study session
and Israeli dancing. We will end the day with
Havdalah, lighting the Chanukah candles and
singing. All welcome.
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Looking back to the future
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

On the verse: ‘Go for yourself from your land, from your
birthplace and from your father’s house to the land
that I will show you.’(Genesis 12:1), Rashi, the great
Bible commentator, poses an obvious question: The
Torah has already told us (Genesis 11:31) that Avram
left Ur Kasdim and settled in Charan. What, then, is
the meaning of this commandment? He answers that
the Almighty was exhorting Avram to distance himself
even further from his origins. Avram had been born
in Ur Kasdim and moved with his father and family to
Charan. G-d was instructing him to remove himself to a
greater distance.
Other commentators adopt different views: Ibn Ezra
is of the opinion that Hashem’s command to Avram
preceded his leaving for Charan. It was in Ur Kasdim,
his birthplace, that Avram received G-d’s call. The
Almighty knew that Terach, Avram’s father, would settle
in Charan and from the outset told Avram to journey
further.
Ramban disagrees with this, arguing that when Avram
left his birthplace we are told ‘Terach took his son
Avram’(Genesis 11:31), indicating that Avram’s leaving
was not a result of G-d’s command but at his father’s
instigation. Ramban’s answer to Rashi’s question is
that Avram’s birthplace was, in fact, not Ur Kasdim but
Charan. It makes sense therefore, that Avram received
G-d’s command to leave his ‘land, birthplace and
father’s house’ whilst in Charan for that was indeed the
land of his birth where he lived with his father.
Even if we follow Ramban’s view, that Ur Kasdim was
not Avram’s birthplace, it is clear that it was a place
of tremendous importance regarding Avram’s spiritual
development and hence in the origins of our people.
Rashi, on Genesis11:28, cites two etymological
interpretations of the name Ur Kasdim. Menechem ben
Saruk translates the word Ur to mean a valley and the
phrase Ur Kasdim, a valley of Chaldea. Ur Kasdim is
indicative merely of a geographical location.
In contrast, the Midrash interprets Ur to mean fire,
referring specifically to the fiery furnace into which
Nimrod, the area’s ruler, cast Avram because he refused
to worship fire. Terach had denounced his first born
son to Nimrod as a ‘heretic’ who refused to worship
idols or the elements, proclaiming belief in an unknown,
invisible Creator. Under threat of death, Avram adhered
to his beliefs and was miraculously saved by G-d.
Ur Kasdim, a fire of Chaldea, has significance as the
crucible in which Avram’s faith was tested and endured.

There is a parable of a man who set out on a journey.
At each crossroads he carefully read the signpost,
ensuring that he was heading the right way. Arriving at
one crossroads he was dismayed because the signpost
had fallen down. He had a choice of three directions;
which was the right one? He could read his destination
clearly on one of the arrows on the sign but had no idea
in which direction it should point. Suddenly, the simple
solution to his predicament dawned on him. He knew
the place he had travelled from. All he had to do was
raise the signpost with that arrow pointing to where he
had come from and he immediately knew the path to
his final destination.
Whether in Charan or Ur Kasdim, G-d’s call to Avram
to go forth came after he had proved his faith. This
was the foundation of all his subsequent growth. As
descendants of Avram, we must constantly be aware
of the roots of our faith – where we come from. It is this
that enables us to pursue the right direction - to grow
and flourish as Jews.

Voluntary Support Agencies

• Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre) 01273
739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
• Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273
564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
• Helping Hands 01273 747722 helping-hands@
helping-hands.org
• Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111
or info@bhjwb.org
• Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association
bahjha@googlemail.com
• Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue/
L’chaim project 01273 737223
• Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform (Sue
Rosenfield) 01273 735343
• Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.
Various communal activities. 01273 202254
or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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What’s on: November 2014
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
Email: sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

COMMUNITY EVENTS – IMPORTANT REMINDER:

Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events!

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread
available weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch
Brighton from Premier Convenience Stores in
Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Shabbat Shalom – BRIGHTON TIMES - november
In		Light Candles

Out		Havdalah

Fri 31 Oct
Fri 7 Nov		
Fri 14		
Fri 21		
Fri 28		

Sat 1 Nov
Sat 8		
Sat 15		
Sat 22		
Sat 29		

4.19 pm		
4.07 pm		
3.57 pm		
3.49 pm		
3.42 pm		

5.26 pm
5.16 pm
5.07 pm
5.00 pm
4.55 pm

Please be sure to reserve your order so that we
know how many to supply. Orders can be collected
on Thursdays or Fridays.

Regular Activities

Events in november

Sundays

Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. Tel:
Adam on 07720 598087



Mondays

Discover, Play and Dance! Torah Montessori Playgroup for 0-2 year
olds. 10.00 am to 12.00 noon. Tel Penina on 01273 328675 or email
torahacademy@btconnect.com

Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre,
66/67 Middle Street, Brighton Tel: 01273 321919

Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839

Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £2.00 Ralli Hall. Tel: Reba
01444 484839

Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune - Men only 8.15 pm
at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tanya (Kabbalah) Learning Group with Penina Efune - Ladies only 8.15 pm at
Chabad House 01273 321919

SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd Monday of the
month at 10.30 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.
co.uk
Tuesdays

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall

Painting with Rochelle (JAS) Studio at Ralli Hall, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.
Tel: 01273 503708

Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538
Wednesdays

JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50
non-members.

Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation afternoon tea at the Cavendish
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every
month, commencing October. Tel:01323 725650
Thursdays

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

Ladies Who Learn at Chabad House, 15 Upper Drive, Hove 2.30 – 4.15 pm, to
include herbal teas and healthy treats. All ladies welcome

Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House.
Tel: 01273 321919
Fridays

Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar
10.00 am – 11.30 am AJEX Centre

Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th Friday of each
month, WVRS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm
Saturdays

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road,
Eastbourne, 10.00 am. Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538

Sunday 2



BHRS Tea 2.30 – 4.30 pm at AJEX Centre, Hove. All welcome.
Helping Hands Pub Quiz at Home 5.00 – 9.00 pm.
La Karina by Pola Dance Company from Israel, 7.30 pm at Ralli Hall,
Denmark Villas, Hove. Tickets are available at www.zionist.org.uk or by
ringing 020 8202 0202 or 01273 202254

Wednesday 5























JACS Games Afternoon Scrabble, Kalooki, Rummicub at AJEX Centre,
Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members
Friday 7
Sussex Jewish News - Submission deadline for the December issue.
Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to sjneditor@
sussexjewishnews.com
Sunday 9
Ajex Remembrance Day Service 4.15 pm at Brighton & Hove Reform
Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue, Hove
Wednesday 12
JACS with guest speaker Godfrey Gould on Bernhard Baron –
Millionaire, Entrepreneur, Socialist and Philanthropist at AJEX Centre,
Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members
Sunday 16
Operation Rescue... Tackling Global Antisemitism 2.00 pm at Ralli Hall,
Denmark Villas, Hove
Mitzvah Day UK Vegetarian food items (tins, packets, dry goods) can be
delivered to the AJEX Centre from 11.00 to 14.00
Monday 17
SARID Guest speaker Esther Rinkoff on Israel Return at 10.30 am, Ralli
Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove. £1.50. Tel. 0208 385 3070 or email esther@
ajr.co.uk
Wednesday 19
JACS Musical Afternoon presented by Barbara Blume at AJEX Centre,
Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members
Thursday 20 – Saturday 22
Shackleton’s Carpenter, a new play by Gail Louw (of ‘Blonde Poison’
fame). 7.45 pm and Saturday matinee at 2.30 pm, Devonshire Park
Theatre, Eastbourne. For tickets please ring 01323 412000
Sunday 23
BHRS Quiz Supper 7.00 pm at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove. Tel:
01273 735343
Tuesday 25
Jewish Historical Society of England, Brighton & Hove Branch with guest
speaker Astrid Zajdband on Intermission at Brighton – 1940 German
Rabbi Dr Heinrich Lemle on his way to Brazil. Ralli Hall 7.45 pm.
Members free/Guests £4 to include refreshments. Contact Godfrey
Gould, on 01273 419412 or email g.gould915@btinternet.com
Sunday 30
Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club Annual Dinner Dance 6.30 pm – 11.00 pm.
Tickets £25 Tel: 01273 722173
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