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On the face of it, choosing which side 
to support in the über-hyped American 
Super Bowl was a tough decision. In the 
end the Seattle Seahawks outclassed 
and outperformed the Denver Broncos 
to seize the most coveted trophy in 
American football.

Easier was the decision to support 
Scarlett Johansson, the Jewish-
American who starred in the equally 
hyped half-time Sodastream 
television commercial.

Johansson is a newcomer to 
controversy. An internationally 
acclaimed and award-winning 
actress, for years she uneventfully 
channelled her stardom and 
popularity towards supporting 
Oxfam and its campaigns in Africa 
and Asia.  Late last year, however, 
she found that she had unwittingly 
become headline news in the run-up 
to the Super Bowl before the final 
contestants had even been chosen.

On one side stood an international 
relief charity, renowned for its aid to 
the world’s poorest, most desperate 
victims of drought and famine. Less 

publicised was Oxfam’s stance on trade 
with companies based in industrial 
parks just outside Jerusalem, in Area C, 
territory claimed by Israel in the 1967 
war.  According to the Oslo Accords 
this area will form part of the negotiated 
settlement in the final phase of the 
peace Accords.

On the other side was Sodastream with 
its Brighton-based green ‘refill store’.  
Since September 2012 Ecostream on 
Western Road has become the regular 
target for anti-Israel demonstrations. 

 

When asked by Sodastream, which 
employs 500 Palestinians and 450 
Israeli Arabs who work side by side 
with their Jewish colleagues at a factory 
at the the Mishor Adumim industrial 
park in Area C, Johansson became its 
international ambassador too.

Johansson views the Sodastream 
factory as a model of coexistence 
and an economic bridge between 
Israelis and Palestinians for any future 
Palestinian state. For Oxfam, who 
would rather see Palestinians without 
jobs than working in disputed territory, 
Johansson’s role violated her eight-year 
tenure as Oxfam ambassador. 

Yet for Johansson, the choice was 
simple. She resigned her position 
with Oxfam and kept her role as 
spokesperson for a company that 
improves the lives and welfare of 
Palestinians every day – a position 
sadly lost on the anti-Sodastream 
demonstrators 2,000 miles away in 
Brighton every Saturday afternoon.

We back team Scarlett.

Neil Duncanson is Director of Sussex 
Friends of Israel.

Johansson views the 
Sodastream factory as a 
model of coexistence and 

an economic bridge between 
Israelis and Palestinians 

for any future Palestinian 
state.
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Brighton Maccabi 68-69  
by Dr David Gordon 

I believe the photo was taken in Buckingham Park, Shoreham, 46 
years ago!

Best wishes and thanks for your excellent work at SJN.

Community life

Your news
Births
Mazel tov to Rabbi Hershel and Perla Rader on the birth of a 
granddaughter.

engagements
Mazel tov to:
• Judith Greenwood and Daniel Krimholtz
•  Rabbi Hershel and Perla Rader on the engagement of their son 

Yehuda to Chaya Markovitz in Sydney, Australia

special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Michael Assin, Adrienne Bloomstein, Sybil Donner, 
Helen Gellert, Ron Gould, Sam Jacobs, Arthur Oppenheimer, 

Jacqui Rickman, Charlotte Rustin, Ronee Schulman, Bettina 
Shanley and all who have special birthdays this month.

Get Well 
We wish a refuah sheleimah to T. Scarlett Epstein, Michael Misler, 
Ronnie Mitchell, Beryl Sharpe and all who are unwell or in hospital.

Deaths 
We wish Long Life to 
•  Murray Hecht on the death of his father
•  Jacqui and all the family of Ivor Richards z’l (BHHC)

•  The family of Phoebe Sadie z’l

Your views 
From Hymie Stuch

Can someone please clarify the halachic implications in connection 
with the manufacture of the ‘Streimels’ worn by Chasidic Jews. I 
understand that these hats are made of genuine fur, from the tips 
and tails, typically of Canadian or Russian sable, stone marten, 
pine marten or American grey fox. None of these animals is a 
kosher animal, so why is their fur allowed to be worn if they are 
treif? 

From Janet Cowan

I had decided that I would help to save the environment by 
receiving the online version of SJN. Not a good idea. I could not 
come to terms with reading a magazine on a screen so, as the 
request for my renewal has just arrived in the post, I am going back 
to paper. I like being able to feel the page that I am reading and to 
read whatever page I want, by turning the pages myself. So I send 
my apologies to the Green people.

CARER AVAILABLE – PRIVATE
Over 25 years experience 

Qualified to administer medication
Hourly rates and references available
Further information ring Jenny King

01273 880013

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being 

admitted into hospital, please get in touch with 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
or telephone 07789 491279 so that a Jewish 

chaplain can be contacted to visit.

Hyman Fine House  
by Natasha Carson and Beverly Barnett 

January was a busy month with lots going on. There was a trip to 
a garden centre to buy a tree, which was then planted by Rabbi 
Rader to commemorate Tu B’Shevat which marks the beginning of 
a new year for trees.

Some residents also enjoyed lunch at the White Hart in Rottingdean 
as well as a fish and chip meal at Harry Ramsden. There was also a 
trip to the Ice Show at the Brighton Centre.

Not everyone has wanted to brave the cold so we have also had 
many indoor activities including music, art, cookery and games to 
keep us all entertained. We also now have a Skype account to keep 
in touch with loved ones further away. 

At the end of January there was a service led by David Pincus 
where candles were lit and prayers said in memory of the victims of 
the Holocaust.

The above are just some of the many activities and events that take 
place in and out of Hyman Fine and if anyone has some free time 
and would like to help out as a volunteer then please contact Mark 
Pady on 01273 688226.
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Henry, a watchmaker from London who settled locally, was a 
son-in-law of Emanuel Hyam Cohen, the founder of the Brighton 
Jewish Community. He was appointed to a number of official 
posts, sometimes concurrently, including Inspector of Post-Horse 
Duty, of Hackney Carriages, of Bathing Machines and Pleasure 
Boats, of Gas Lights and (even) of Nuisances. After a spell as 
Joint Officer of the Watch he became, in 1838, Brighton’s first 
sole Chief Constable. As such he had offices in Brighton Town 
Hall and a total force of 31 Officers.

On 13 March 1844 ‘in the fiftieth year of his age’, he was 
attacked with a poker in his office by John Lawrence, a petty 
thief, whom he was interviewing following the latter’s theft of a 
carpet in St James’ Street. Henry died of his injuries the following 
day, 14 March 1844 (23 Adar), his murderer perishing on the 
gallows in Horsham Gaol three weeks later. Henry was buried in 
Florence Place (Jewish) Cemetery, his memorial reading, in part 
that “The Town of Brighton in Testimony of his Services honoured 
his Memory by a Public Funeral and by the Munificent Gift of Five 
Hundred Pounds in Aid of the Subscription raised for his Widow 
and Children”. Even Queen Victoria gave £50.

On 14 March 2014 (at 
10.00 am), the 170th 
anniversary of his death, 
a blue plaque to his 
memory will be unveiled 
on Brighton Town Hall. 
Apart from the Sussex 
Constabulary, some 12 
local Jewish organisations 
have contributed to the 
cost of this memorial to 
an outstanding member 
of the local Jewish 
community. At the time of 
his death, Henry (r’ Tzvi b’r Shelomo) was the Vice-President of 
the Brighton (now, and Hove) Hebrew Congregation. All members 
of the current community are invited to this special event.

Of course, Brighton & Hove Bus Company has been 
commemorating Henry Solomon since March 2004 by naming 
one of their ‘buses after him.

At Ralli Hall on the evening of Tuesday, 28 January, a very well-
attended meeting of the Sussex Branch of the Jewish Historical 
Society was privileged to hear the lecture, Orde Wingate - Man of 
Genius, given by our co-Chairman, Godfrey Gould. Delivered with 
humour and the erudition for which he is well-known, Godfrey 
covered the life of this brave, complex and remarkable man.

Born in 1903 into an austere Plymouth Brethren background 
where independence, self reliance and use of initiative were 
encouraged, Wingate came in time to enjoy rather more worldly 
pleasures. His fundamental Christian upbringing led him to be an 
ardent and unremitting Zionist and to the activities in Mandate 
Palestine for which he became famed. His memorial on the 
Embankment in London describes him as an important influence 
in the creation of the Israeli Defence Forces and Moshe Dayan 
stated unequivocally “ he taught us all we knew”.

A varied Army career took him to the Sudan, Abyssinia and 
Burma. His exploits during the Second World War with the 
Chindits, which he formed and trained, are the stuff of legend. 
Charismatic, inspiring, beloved and highly successful but 
unkempt, unorthodox, eccentric, insubordinate and a maverick, 
he was summed up by Mountbatten as “a pain in the neck to 
the generals over him”. According to Churchill he was “a man 
of genius who could have become a man of destiny”. It soon 
became clear what this country and the State of Israel had both 
lost with his far too early death, in a plane crash on the India/
Burma border, on 24 March 1944.

Our next meeting will take place at the Ralli Hall at 7.45 pm on 
Tuesday, 25 March when Dr Piet van Boxel (President of the 
Jewish Historical Society of England and formerly Keeper of 
Hebrew Collections, Bodleian Library, Oxford University) will 
speak on The Unicorn, the Symbol of Power and Peace for the 
Jews in 16th century Ferrara.

On Tuesday, 29 April at our final meeting of the 2013/2014 
season, we look forward to hearing David Jacobs (Education 

Officer, RSGB and member of the JHSE Executive Committee) 
on the subject Rules are Rules. David has made a special study 
of the rules and regulations of Jewish congregations in the UK, 
including 19th century Brighton. This is a subject on which he 
speaks entertainingly and with authority and will be a high note 
on which to conclude a very successful season.

All our meetings, which are followed by light refreshments, are 
free to members of the Society. Visitors are most welcome to 
attend at a cost of £4.00 per meeting.

Henry solomon (1794-1844)   
by Godfrey R Gould

Jewish Historical society – sussex Branch   
by Gordon S Franks

Pesach in 
Eastbourne

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation 
will be holding a Communal Seder 

on the Second Seder Night, Tuesday 
15 April at 7.00 pm in the Synagogue 

hall.

Members £15.00 Non-members 
£17.50 Children under 12 yrs. £12.00

Please contact Linda Taylor 01323 
484135 by Monday 7 April at the 

latest.
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This year has started off well with great numbers and new 
members. We have lots of plans for future events and 
fundraising functions. You may not be aware that the Lunch 
and Social Club has to fundraise to cover our deficit of over 
£30,000 per annum. We are grateful to receive support from 
the Welfare Board and the Sussex Jewish Representative 
Council, who help us to reduce this deficit. 

We also make many applications to charities for grants but 
due to the current financial climate only a small percentage 
are successful. However, as we have to subsidise the kosher 
meals and transportation and also pay £5,000 each year to 
Ralli Hall for the use of their hall and kitchen, we are always 
looking for ways in which to raise more money. Your support 
for our fundraising functions and events helps to ensure the 
future of this vital community resource, whilst offering you the 
opportunity to socialise.

On Thursday afternoons we have started playing games, 
which has been a great success, especially Rummikub. If you 
would like to learn this enjoyable game come to a Thursday 
afternoon session.

Future events include a Purim party on March18 and a 
weekend away to Eastbourne from April 25-27.

On June 22 the Sussex Police Choir (of which Sue Rea is a 
member) are coming to entertain us with a lovely programme 
of popular music and readings. During the interval we will be 
serving tea with sandwiches and cakes.

Also, don’t forget November 30, when we are holding our 
annual Dinner Dance with a surprise theme, delicious food 
and live entertainment. We are also planning some more 
events - so keep an eye open for details.

What is Montessori and what does it mean for our children’s 
learning? These were the questions we posed and answers 
we got!

Penina began by sharing her thoughts about the Montessori 
approach and how she feels it is in great harmony with the 
Jewish ethos. Environments and atmospheres are very 
influential, especially for a young child, and a corner-stone of 
the Montessori approach is a carefully prepared, aesthetically 
pleasing room with lots of real materials such as wood and 
china but very little plastic.

It was further explained to us that independence is very 
strongly encouraged, with the underlying belief that children 
naturally want to learn. Children are thus urged to self-select 
from any one of the hundred or more activities available in the 
room, providing a chance for them to discover and learn for 
themselves, thereby developing a real love for learning.

Roberta, the Nursery’s Montessori teacher, showed us how 
the learning method includes sensing and experiencing, 
whereby the hand teaches the brain. We were all invited 
to try out a number of activities ourselves. In this way we 
discovered how a simple task such as transferring beads 
from a pot onto a soap pad using a pair of tweezers 
required concentration and stillness. Developing high levels 
of concentration is the essential base for a child’s mental 
growth.

We were shown 
activities 
which we then 
took part in 
ourselves. 
These ranged 
from life skills, 
mathematics 
and language 
skills to cultural 
and sensorial 
tasks, each 
allowing us to 

step into our children’s tiny shoes and experience a little of 
what they have the joy of doing in their day-to-day life at the 
Nursery.

I had a go with the thermic tablets, which involved feeling 
different kinds of materials and matching them, by touch. 
This was quite a tricky exercise and it showed me that we, as 
adults, still have things to learn. They’re not easy to do!

We were also given ideas for what we can do at home with 
our children; simple yet engaging tasks ranging from laying 
the table, polishing, emptying the dishwasher or with younger 
ones, sorting socks and counting stairs.

One of the main impressions I think many of us received from 
the evening was how our children are being taught a love of 
nature, an appreciation of beauty and a sense of worth as 
individuals.

To end the evening we got to appreciate something else 
wonderful – Mrs Stark’s chocolate brownies! It was great – 
informative, fun. A real eye-opener.

Ralli Hall Lunch and social Club  
by Jacquie Tichauer

Hands-On Montessori evening at Torah Nursery  
by Fiona Rutherford
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Sussex Friends of Israel (SFI) is now 
an award-winning organisation, thanks 
to the incredible grassroots support 
of the whole community in the fight 
to neutralise the activities of the BDS 
(Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions) 
movement.

This community support for SFI’s 
activism has been recognised with the 
award of a special achievement ‘Hasby 
Award’, the brainchild of the popular and 
influential pro-Israel blogger ‘Elder of 
Ziyon’. 

In the world of social media, Facebook, 
Twitter and online blogging Elder, an 
anonymous American writer, stands out 
from the crowd. For more than 10 years 
his blogs have stood up to scrutiny and 
he has been recognised as a trusted pro-
Israel voice.

In his Award announcement, Elder 
described SFI as a group of people 
who, on their own, decided to counter-
protest the haters who were intimidating 
the Ecostream shop in Brighton every 
Saturday.

The narrative also confirmed that SFI 
receives no help from the organised 
British Jewish or Zionist community, and 
that this lack of an organised response is 
what helped create SFI.

The award citation also explains that 
every week SFI come up with a different 
gimmick - handing out cookies or cake to 
passers-by. They mercilessly videotape 
and try to interview the haters, exposing 
their ignorance and how little they really 
care about Palestinian Arabs.

Elder said: “The greatness of SFI isn’t 
that they are counter-protesting. Their 
brilliance is in how they do it. They have 
effectively nullified and turned the tables 
on the anti-Israel protesters.

“On their Facebook page you can see 
that they generate a huge number of pro-
Israel posters, often with a great sense of 
humour.

“No one else has the creativity, energy 
and effectiveness of Sussex Friends of 
Israel. Their model should be replicated 
around the world”. 

Neil Duncanson, SFI’s director said: “Just 
to be nominated for a Hasby Award has 
proved the reach and reputation of SFI 
around the globe, especially when you 
consider the other esteemed nominees 
and past winners of the awards.

“To actually win an award is fantastic 
news and recognition for everyone who 
stands up against the hatred and lies of 
those who stand against Israel week in 
and week out.”

“I would like to thank Elder on behalf 
of Sussex Friends of Israel and its 
supporters, we are very proud that our 
work is held in such high regard by you 
and by supporters of Israel around the 
world”. 

Elder’s blogs have been mentioned 
on CNN, Fox News and the New York 
Times. Blog posts have also been cross-
published in Algemeiner Journal and 
Jewish Press.

The Jerusalem Report published the 
article Battle of the Bloggers, which 
called Elder of Ziyon “perhaps the most 
influential” pro-Israel blog.

sFi Wins international Grassroots Activism Award  

Ralli Hall  
by Roger Abrahams, Hon Chairman 

As Irit and I spent the second half of last month in Israel on a 
necessary family visit – not very exciting, but at least with the 
bonus of almost “wall to wall” sunshine at 20C – I have very 
little to report this month.

Apart from the toilet block which, funding permitting, is 
planned to be upgraded later in the year, the lower ground floor 
decorating is now finished and all looks very nice and fresh. We 
are, at long last, in sight of the end of the long list of essential 
works and upgrades that it has been necessary to carry out 
during my time (over twenty years) as Hon. Chairman, but it 
will still be a while before we are in the position to need only 
general maintenance and decorating. A 100 year old building is 
a 100 year old building, especially when it is Grade 2 Listed.

You will no doubt see elsewhere in this month’s SJN details of 
this year’s Purim Festivities that are held annually at Ralli Hall, 
and once again we welcome Rabbi Efune and his “crew” to the 
Centre – it is always a fun event.

Now for something completely different. Many of you will be 
aware that a year ago last October I suffered a “cardiac event” 
and needed the very urgent, and fortunately successful, fitting 
of a stent. I have since regularly attended “cardiac circuit 
training” in the gym at Ralli Hall and have become a member 
of “Take Heart”, a local charity for those in my situation. One 
of the Take Heart members and a fellow circuit trainer, who has 
apparently run many hundreds of such events, has offered to 
organise and run a “Ralli Hall Take Heart Shuffleboard Event” 
in the Great Hall during the afternoon of Sunday 13 April, 
the proceeds to be split between the two charities. I have 
personally never played Shuffleboard, which is played on a 
specially made “shuffleboard” that sits on a trestle table, but 

I am told that it is great fun, with space for up to thirty tables, 
with three players per team. Full details will be given in next 
month’s SJN, but please put the date in your diaries. 

As regularly mentioned, full details of the activities held at 
Ralli Hall, both within the Community and for the residents of 
Brighton and Hove generally, including various commercial 
activities, whose room let fees pay for the majority of the 
costs of running the building, are available from the office as a 
regularly updated diary sheet.

See you at Ralli Hall.

Voluntary Support Agencies
•    Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre)    

01273 739999 ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
•  Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House  

01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands 01273 747722  

helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board  

07952 479111 or info@bhjwb.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association bahjha@

googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive 

Synagogue/L’chaim project 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform  

(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
•  Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall.  

Various communal activities. 01273 202254  or  
rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Some time ago I promulgated the idea 
to Helping Hands of providing collecting 
boxes for supporters to save their 1p/2p/5p 
pieces, which for all of us as individuals 
are “flumpence” and have no personal 
purchasing power, whereas with a lot of us 
saving in this way a worthwhile sum might 
be raised on the basis that a little help goes 
a long way.

The idea of collecting boxes is not original, indeed many readers 
probably had or recall the ubiquitous blue boxes of JNF fame and 
a lot of charities have boxes in restaurants/shops for people to 
drop some change into after a meal or purchase.

To make my life easier, I planned to empty each box into a carrier 
bag and drop the total amount received into a coin counter in one 
of the supermarkets, which charge a percentage fee for this; I 
was prepared to reimburse the fee.

However, the executive/trustees of Helping Hands felt that each 
box should be counted and receipted so that supporters would 
know how much they had saved individually, a sentiment I agree 

is only fair. Although time consuming it means that for those 
supporters who have completed gift aid forms the treasurer 
can claim tax back from the revenue to increase the amount 
collected.

My basic premise has been proven, as recently I banked 
£80 on behalf of Helping Hands in one month, mainly in the 
denominations mentioned above, although two supporters had 
generously dropped a £10 note into their box. In many boxes 
other coins such as10p/20p/50p and even £1 coins had been 
saved, all of which made counting easier for me, as the bank will 
only accept the same denomination coin in an individual plastic 
bag. The bank prefers £20 in a bag of £1 coins, or £2 in 2ps 
etc., which meant that with all the denominations I must have 
counted over 500 coins to come to the total collected; indeed my 
calculation was something in the region of £64, whereas the teller 
at the bank using a machine to count everything in seconds and 
return foreign coins, made the sum in excess of £10 more.

Hopefully in the near future, with an increasing number of people 
being involved, I will be able to bank in excess of £100 in a single 
month proving 3 things - we have generous supporters, the idea 
works and that, for once, quantity is as important as quality.

Just a short report this month to say that a few visitors came 
to our Friday night Service in Bexhill and we made them very 
welcome. Trish Russell, who had been on holiday in New 
Zealand, gave a lively and interesting talk and slideshow. We 
presented Sheila Stanley, our long-time secretary, with a pair of 
glass and crystal candlesticks in gratitude for all her work for 
the Society.

It was a shame that the Rev Malcolm Weisman and Rosalie, 
his wife, were not able to join us for tea and a social in January, 
due to Mrs Weisman having suffered a fall. I am glad to say that 
she was not badly hurt and they hope to join us again soon.

A Little Help Goes A Long Way  
by David Schaverien 

Hastings and District Jewish society  
by Stella Harris
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HMD14 - university of 
sussex  
by Stephanie Megitt 

It seems odd to say that such a day 
could be wonderful, but that was indeed 
the case. What a privilege it was to 
hear all of the speakers, but I would 
like to single out the testimony of Anita 
Lasker-Wallfisch, the renowned cellist 
and member of the English Chamber 
Orchestra. The only concession to her 
great age was the fact that she gave 
her talk while seated, and although she 
read from a carefully prepared script in 
a somewhat dispassionate manner, the 
material therein was no less powerful for 
that. 

Lasker-Wallfisch gave an account of her 
parents’ deportation and disappearance 
(she has never been formally informed of 
the circumstances of their certain death) 
and her own survival of Auschwitz, 
which was solely due to her stated 
ability to play the cello. This and the 
very existence of a Women’s Orchestra 
in Auschwitz must surely have been an 
eye-opener to those many school pupils 
and students in the packed auditorium. 
Her sharp and penetrative answers to 
questions revealed an acuity which 
would be remarkable in anyone, yet was 
all the more so in someone of 88 years 
who had experienced such unimaginable 
tragedy and suffering. How wonderful 
that she was able to go on to build her 
own family and a most distinguished 
career in music. Her son, Raphael 
Wallfisch, is now also a renowned cellist. 

We heard, too, from Maya Jacobs-
Wallfisch in a conversation with her 
mother and the audience, facilitated by 
Trudy Gold. Maya is a psychotherapist 
who, in outlining her experience 
growing up as a second generation of 
a Holocaust survivor, demonstrated the 
depth and long-reaching effect of the 
German Final Solution. 

As Anita herself said, survivors will 
not always be there to tell of their 
experiences, so others will have do it 
for them. The message was loud and 
clear: we must never forget and it must 
never happen again. Many thanks to the 
Department of German-Jewish Studies 
at the University of Sussex.

 

Over 200 people 
packed into St Mary 
in the Castle on 
Hastings seafront on 
Saturday 25th January 
for the town’s annual 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day service.

Organiser Brian 
Linke said, “I was 
very pleased with 
the event, it was very 
well attended and we 
had some excellent speakers on this 
year’s theme of ‘Journeys’. I am very 
grateful to all those who helped in the 
organisation of the event, including 
Opera South East who sang for us.”

We were honoured that His Excellency 
Mr Witold Sobkow, the Polish 
Ambassador, accepted our invitation 
to attend. He gave a very thoughtful 
speech on Polish individuals who had 
made some incredible journeys, and 
made some amazing sacrifices too, 
to help those caught in the terrible 
events of the Second World War. He 
also reminded us of the large number 
of Polish residents who have been 
recognised for saving Jews from 
extermination during the Holocaust.

Other speakers told us of their 
journeys, including David Hibbs, a 
member of the Bruderhof Community 
based just a few miles away in 
Robertsbridge. One of their members, 
who was also in the audience, was 
forced out of Germany by the Nazis 
when he was just ten days old.

Stella Harris 
spoke about local 
residents rescued 
from Scandinavia 
by English fishing 
boats. And 
we also heard 
from Georgina 
Browning, a 
young student 
who visited a 
concentration 
camp last year, 
the experience 
of which had a 
profound effect on 
her.

Amber Rudd MP gave a moving 
reading of Martin Niedmuller’s poem 
‘First They Came’.

It was a very thought-provoking 
service and showed, yet again, how we 
must all work together to stop these 
atrocities from happening.

The service was supported by Hastings 
Borough Council and attended by 
the Mayor, Cllr Alan Roberts and 
Council Leader Cllr Jeremy Birch who 
added, “It was another very moving 
service and I am very grateful to Brian 
Linke, the Rev Chris Sears and their 
small team, who worked so hard 
to organise it. And I was especially 
pleased to be able to welcome the 
Polish Ambassador, who chose to 
come and commemorate Holocaust 
Memorial Day here with us in Hastings 
on the 70th anniversary of the Warsaw 
uprising by the Polish resistance.  But 
this is very much a community event, 
and every year I learn more about 
the sacrifices made by local people, 
and their families, in the struggle for 
freedom and against oppression.”

 

HMD14 - Hastings Remembers   
by Brian Linke

L-R, Leader of the Council, Jeremy Birch, Brian Linke (Organiser),  Amber Rudd M.P, 
Polish Ambassador, Mayor & Deputy Mayor, Rev. Chris Sears
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HMD14 by Carden 
Primary school, 
Brighton  
by Josh, Ruby, Juliette, Joseph and 
Reece, aged 10 and 11  

Holocaust Memorial Day is held on 27 
January every year. It was created by 
Tony Blair several years ago to mark 
the anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz by the Russians in 1945. 
He felt it was important that there was 
a day to commemorate the 8 million 
people who lost their lives during the 
Holocaust. 

The Holocaust was the genocide of the 
Jewish race by Hitler and the Nazis. It 
began in 1933 with the discrimination 
and persecution of certain groups of 
people. These groups included the 
Jews, black people, gays and lesbians, 
people with physical and learning 
disabilities, travellers and gypsies, 
Jehovah Witnesses and people who 
stood up to the Nazis and said this 
was wrong. The largest group to be 
persecuted was the Jews and a total of 
6 million men, women and children were 
tortured, starved, used as slaves and 
gassed in many of the concentration 
camps such as Auschwitz and Bergen-
Belsen. 

We were very fortunate to have two 
Holocaust survivors visit Carden 
Primary School to tell us first hand 

of their 
experiences. 
Professor 
Löb originally 
came from 
Transylvania, 
which is 
now part of 
Hungary. 
One of 
his first 
memories 
was when, 
as a child, 
he jumped 
happily up 
to grab a 
Hungarian 
flag and 
as a result 
his parents 
were told by the authorities that their 
son was insulting the nation because 
he was a Jew. His family were made 
to wear yellow stars as it represented 
the Jewish God and made them stand 
out. When Professor Löb was older he 
was taken to a ghetto in cattle trucks 
along with 15,000 other Jews. Personal 
items like clothes, presents and toys 
were all taken from them. Professor 
Lob remembers the Night of the Broken 
Glass when all over Germany the 
houses and shops of Jewish people 
were smashed to pieces. Professor 
Löb and his father were sent to the 
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp and 
remained there until the British liberated 
it. 

Hans Levy’s story of the Holocaust 
started when he was 6 years old 
and had only just started school. He 
remembers his teacher treating him 
differently to all the other children just 
because he was a Jew. His school 
report simply said, ‘unsatisfactory’. 
Hans also remembers the Night of the 
Broken Glass as his home had been 
destroyed by a group of laughing 
soldiers. Doors, windows, locks and 
furniture had all been smashed to 
pieces and Hans found his mother 
nursing his father as he had attempted 
to stop the soldiers. Hans was one 
of the lucky ones as his parents 
managed to secure him a place on the 
Kinderstransport out of Germany and 
into Holland from where he escaped 
to Britain on a ship. Hans forgot to say 
goodbye to his parents as he boarded 
the train and he never saw them again 
in his life. 

Holocaust Memorial Day is important 
to Professor Löb and Hans as they 
don’t have graves of their family where 
they can go and remember their loved 
ones. It is a day to remember and 
reflect. Hans said that it’s important to 
him because it’s a day to, “Recognise 
and remember how lucky they are to 
be alive.” They believe it’s important 
to learn lessons from the past and to 
try to ensure that it doesn’t happen 
again. Diversity should be celebrated 
not discriminated against. We should 
treat each other equally regardless of 
religion, race, gender, age, sexuality or 
disability. 

Hans Levy and Doris Levinson with some of the Carden 
School pupils . Photo: Paul Harrington



10 1110 11

issue 239 | MARCH 2014

HMD 2014

HMD14 – the Carden 
letters  

Extracts of correspondence between 
Doris Levinson and Paul Harrington, 
teacher at Carden School, after his 
students - aged 10 and 11 - were 
invited to participate in the Brighton & 
Hove City Council’s commemorative 
event at the Jubilee Library on 27 
January 2014. Hans Levy who had 
been on the Kindertransport and Prof 
Ladislaus Löb, a Holocaust survivor, 
had both spoken to the children in 
school and also at the commemorative 
event.

To Paul Harrington

You and your colleagues are really to be 
congratulated on the wonderful way in 
which you have inspired the youngsters 
in your care and taught them about 
the horrors perpetrated by the Nazis in 
WWII. In addition, the children were so 
well behaved. A great credit to you.

I could see tears in your eyes when the 
children spoke on the stage – it was 
indeed very moving. They are young, 
they are vulnerable, but they are also 
very impressionable and I hope that 
their eyes have been opened and the 
lessons you have given them will be 
with them for all of their lives. 

I have to mention a most moving 
moment when a boy with red hair 
came up to me and showed me the 
beautiful gold Star of David that his late 
grandmother had given to his mother, 
who had, in turn, 
given it to him. 
He realized that 
it was a very 
special gift and 
he would treasure 
it. What he did 
not realize and 
what I told him, 
was that because 
his grandmother 
was Jewish and 
his mother also 
– this means that 
he is also Jewish 
in the eyes of 
the religion as 
it passes down 
through the 
female line, even 
though his father 
is probably not 

Jewish. One day, when he is a bit older, 
he may well begin to ask questions and 
research his family tree and he will find 
some interesting information.

To Doris Levinson

It was indeed a very memorable event 
once again. We are all really very proud 
of the children for taking part with so 
much maturity and I’m overjoyed that 
you feel the same way. I was bursting 
with pride as the children read their 
pieces but the part that really moved 
me was Hans Levy’s final paragraph, 
when he said that it was the children 
who were restoring his faith in humanity. 
I showed them his speech and 
emphasised this section and they were 
blown away, as were the rest of the staff 
in school.

The boy you speak of with the Star of 
David is such a wonderful child but 
does not always find school easy. 
However throughout the work he was 
engaged and highly motivated which 
says it all, I think.

Thank you once again for your kind 
words and all your wonderful support 
for the children and staff at Carden.

HMD14 - eastbourne  
by Yvonne Greene

With the theme ‘Journeys’, this year’s 
HMD was organised by Eastbourne’s 
Jewish communities and the CCJ. Over 
130 people braved the torrential rain, 
including the Deputy Mayor and the Rt 
Hon Stephen Lloyd MP, who gave the 
final reflection.

Jacob Vince, Chief Executive of the 
Christian Friends of Israel, opened the 
event. Readings by Tricia Allen, Yvonne 
Greene, Suzanne Paginton and David 
Meijer included poems and writings 
from the Holocaust and Kindertransport. 
Alexandra Lehmann played a moving 
rendition of the Schindler’s List theme 
and the Come all Nations Choir sang 
Avinu Malkaynu and Jerusalem of Gold. 
A remembrance prayer reading was led 
by Stephen Rosenberg.

Professor Ladislaus Löb, Holocaust 
survivor, spoke about the rescue of 
Hungarian Jews and Rezso Kasztner’s 
part in his own story. BobbiRae King, 
a native American, spoke about the 
1000 mile enforced exodus in the 1830s 
named Trail of Tears. Alex Ntung spoke 
about surviving the massacre of the 
Tutsis in Rwanda and Lena Holt gave 
an informative talk about the Artificial 
Famine in Ukraine under Stalin. Ronnie 
Taylor (EHC) recited Kaddish.

Future Events at ELJC:

•  Purim service and party on Saturday 
15th March.

•  2nd night communal seder on 
Tuesday 15 April. Full details can be 
found on the ELJC website. All are 
welcome.
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Purim stamps. History and Reflection  
by Bernard Swithern

Israeli commemorative stamps are a 
fascinating source of information about 
the history and culture of Israel and of 
the Jewish people. These particular 
stamps artistically illustrate passages 
from Megillat Esther, traditionally read 
on the festival of Purim. 

We have a personal connection to 
the Purim story because it is part 
of our history. However, to put it 
into significant 
perspective, we must 
first consider the 
timeline. 

Let’s start with the 
stamps which are 
thirty-eight years old. 
They were issued 
in 1976; twenty 
eight years after the 
establishment of the 
Jewish State of Israel 
of which the capital 
is Jerusalem.

The story of Purim 
relates to a period 
some two and a half 
thousand years ago, 
after the Temple, 
built in Jerusalem 
by King Solomon, 
was destroyed by 
the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. 
Jewish learning had started to flourish 
amongst the exiled communities in 
Babylon. Ultimately, Babylon was taken 
by the Persians, under King Cyrus. In 
534 BCE Cyrus gave the order for the 
Temple to be rebuilt in Jerusalem so 
that the Jews would be able to return 
home. (It is significant to note that the 
majority wished to remain in Persia.) 
The Jewish people were splintered and 
confused. Finally, in the last few months 
of his reign, Cyrus had a change of 
heart and work on the reconstruction of 
the Temple was halted.

Thus, the scene is set for the well-
known story of Purim, which can easily 
be summarised. 

Ahasuerus succeeded to the Persian 
throne and was said to rule over a huge 
empire, which stretched from India to 
Ethiopia. His first wife was Vashti, the 
grand-daughter of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Three years after his accession, 

Ahasuerus held a grand celebratory 
gala during which, fuelled by alcohol, 
he wanted to exhibit his wife to the 
partying men. Vashti refused to attend 
and consequently was ordered by the 
enraged King to be executed.

Mordechai, the leader of the Jews 
at that time, had an orphaned 
cousin called Esther. When the King 
announced a contest for selection of 

the new Royal Consort, Mordechai 
persuaded Esther to participate, but on 
the condition that she did not divulge 
her nationality. She was ultimately 
chosen to be the new Queen. 

The Megillah tells us that Mordechai 
discovered a plot against the King 
and had the conspirators reported, 
thus saving the King’s life. Meanwhile 
Haman, a minister who virulently 
hated the Jews, was appointed Prime 
Minister and suggested to the King 
that rebuilding of the Temple was a 
prelude to a Jewish insurrection. He 
recommended that they should be 
destroyed. At first the King agreed, 
but his mind was ultimately changed 
by Esther’s daring intercession. She 
revealed her ethnic identity and pleaded 
for the life of herself and the Jewish 
people. In anticipation of action against 
the Jewish people, Haman had erected 
gallows for the execution of Mordechai, 
their leader. When Ahasuerus became 
aware of the intended murder of Esther 

and her people, he ordered Haman to 
be hanged instead. Mordechai was 
appointed Prime Minister in his place. 
The King further decreed that Jews 
were permitted to defend themselves. 
As a post-script history records that 
Esther’s grandson, Darius, became a 
future King of Persia. 

By condensing the ten chapters of the 
Megilla into a few paragraphs it has 

only been possible to 
offer the briefest of 
summaries. The story, 
with its sub-plots 
makes fascinating 
reading. It raises many 
questions that have 
been discussed over 
time in the Talmud and 
Midrash.

Historical reflection 
suggests that the 
lessons from Book of 
Esther have echoed 
down through the ages 
and remain resonant 
up to our times.

We know that the 
Temple was eventually 
rebuilt, but the records 
of Josephus suggest 
that the divisions and 

lack of unity of the people in Cyrus’s 
reign were repeated in 70AD and led to 
the fall of Jerusalem to the Romans. Are 
these lessons pertinent to the Jewish 
people of the twenty first century?

The Jews started to feel comfortable 
during the Babylonian exile and later in 
the countries of the Diaspora. History 
teaches us that our security in these 
places was only transient. And then we 
come to Haman’s conspiracy theory. 
How many times has that theme 
echoed down the corridors of history? 
Have they ever stopped? Do we hear 
them getting louder again?

Thirty-eight years after the issue 
of these stamps we prepare to 
celebrate another Purim: a celebration 
of deliverance. We live in times of 
achievement, joy and hope. But we only 
have to glance at our newspapers to be 
reminded that insecurity and threat have 
not gone away.

Dark thoughts from such pretty stamps!
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interview with RD Rubin – inspirational innovator 
by Nathalie Garson

Who are you and where you are from?   

My name is RD Rubin – originally 
Rachel Feuerstein - and I was born 
and raised in London. My family lived 
in Kensington and we often visited 
the Sussex coast to see my father’s 
family, among them my Uncle Oscar 
z’l and Auntie Benita Ferris. I went to 
Carmel College and after graduating 
in 1988 I spent the next 14 years living 
around the world in New York, Toronto, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Los Angeles, 
Jerusalem and London. 

Today you live in Israel, what made you 
decide to take this major step? 

It was always clear to me that my future 
would be in Israel. After wandering 
around the world for so many years, 
I finally settled down in Israel with my 
husband and 3 children and we’ve been 
living here for almost 4 years. 

Today, you have opened a new 
business in Israel. Where did this idea 
come from?

Yes, I decided to work on an idea that 
was inspired by my mother. When she 
would travel, she would always take 
with her a small bag with all the items 
she would need for Shabbat. For me, 
keeping Shabbat has always been 
the most important part of my Jewish 
identity.  

How did you transform this idea into a 
Business Concept? 

Together with my London based co-
founder, Cristiana Camisotti, we created 

the concept of The Shabbat Collection 
back in 2005. Our goal was to offer 
an innovative and exclusive range of 
custom Shabbat sets for celebrating 
Shabbat both in and away from home. 
Together with another colleague from 
Hong Kong, Anjali Mahtani, who 
masterminds the manufacturing of our 
products, we have launched a modern 
designed and light weight, 10 piece 
Travel Set, with traditional style that is 
totally practical and contains everything 
you would need for Shabbat – from a 
Wine Flask and collapsible Kiddush 
Cup to Shabbat Candle Holders and a 
Havdalah Set.

So how is it to start a new business 
in the country we call the “Startup 
Nation”?

Well, there are certainly some 
challenges as my Hebrew isn’t fluent 
enough to work in the local language 
but as you can feel the special energy 
here in Israel with the high number of 
entrepreneurs, it is totally inspiring!  

Where do you 
stand today?

Within two months 
of launching we’re 
already working 
with Jerusalem the 
Golden in London, 
five prominent 
retailers across 
Jerusalem and two 
more launching 
this month in New 
York, including 
Levine Judaica. 
We receive emails 
every day with new 
potential avenues 
to be explored 
and with retailers 
wanting to bring 
our Shabbat Away 
Travel Set to the 
outside world. We 
are very proud of 
where The Shabbat 
Collection is today 
and foresee a 
great future for this 
unique product. 

RD Rubin has generously donated 
a Travel Set (worth £40) from her 
Shabbat Collection for a lucky SJN 
prize winner.

All you have to do is to answer this 
simple question:

When is the Havdalah Candle lit?

a) Before Shabbat

b) During Shabbat

c) At the close of Shabbat

d) When there’s a power cut

Call or text 07808 580047 by Friday 
14 March with your answer.  Please 
give your name and phone number.  
The winner will be drawn by lot by the 
Editorial Board from all correct answers 
received and contacted to advise how to 
collect the prize.

This competition is open only to 
subscribers of SJN.  The judges’ 
decision is final and no correspondence 
will be entered into.
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Of genetics and Genesis  
by Clifford Longley

The Casual Vacancy by JK Rowling  
review by Fausta Shelton

The following was broadcast on 10 February 2014 as the 
BBC Thought For The Day.  It is reproduced with the kind 
permission of the author.

The hymn Jerusalem has become something of an unofficial 
national anthem for the English - even though, when we lustily 
sing “and did those feet in ancient times walk upon England’s 
mountains green? etc.” the answer to William Blake’s 
question has to be a resounding No. He was referring to the 
legend, for which there is no historical evidence whatsoever 
that at some point in his life Jesus Christ visited England’s 
“green and pleasant land”. 

But a different set of ancient feet did indeed walk here and 
archaeologists have just found evidence to prove it. A low 
tide has uncovered an area of ancient mudflats off a Norfolk 
beach which still bears the impression of footprints from a 
small group of human beings, which have been scientifically 
dated as being between 800,000 and a million years old. 

This is the earliest evidence that human beings existed that 
long ago anywhere in Europe, or indeed anywhere outside of 
Africa. Norfolk Man has been named as Homo Antecessor, 
which simply means early or pioneer. Our own species of 
human, homo sapiens - or to give us our full name homo 
sapiens sapiens - is thought to have originated much later, 
150,000 to 200,00 years ago. 

But the African connection is still there. One of the most 
surprising recent discoveries from the world of genetics is 
that every human being now alive on Planet Earth had a 

common ancestor. So we all share a great great great - to 
the power of n - grandmother. Mitochondrial DNA passes 
unmodified from mothers to daughters. 

And DNA from various diverse racial groups - ranging from 
northern Europeans to Australian aboriginals - has been 
found to share this common characteristic. This original 
mother of the whole tribe of homo sapiens sapiens has even 
been given the name Mitochondrial Eve, and it’s thought she 
lived somewhere in East Africa.

I mentioned “racial groups”, but to be accurate there is only 
one human race. Mitochondrial Eve proves we’re all from 
the same family. Whether we are also related to the Norfolk 
footprinters we’ll probably never know. 

The name Eve is an obvious reference to the story of Adam 
and Eve in the Bible. This Biblical narrative about human 
origins had been used, long before DNA was discovered, to 
support belief in monogenesism - that we are all related to the 
same ancestors. 

Indeed, once the historical truth of the Genesis story was 
no longer thought credible in the light of evolutionary theory, 
monogenesism stood more or less alone as the one abiding 
moral truth that Genesis still had to offer us. It’s crucial - 
because it shoots down every claim to racial superiority. I 
find it a pleasing irony that this basic ethical insight about 
humanity from the book of Genesis has now been confirmed 
by Darwinian evolutionary biology.

Constructed with great skill and imagination, this novel 
exposes, with courage, depths of the human soul often 
ignored by more cautious writers. No recess has been left 
undisturbed and Rowling’s microscope reveals the crannies 
where demons hide, dwell and prosper.

A council by-election to fill a casual vacancy, created by the 
sudden death of a charismatic councillor, offers the backdrop 
to the interactions of characters who emerge from the 
squalor of a council estate to tease and challenge the already 
unsteady respectability of their counterparts, in a nearby 
middle class residential area.

The author takes the reader through the back streets of 
human relationship, where the scrutiny of self-abuse, rape, 
addiction and incest are not meant to shock, but just to 
help with the vivisection of a mixed society that, in spite of 
its failings, is capable of profound revelations of worth and 
sincerity.

The language is at times offensive with its predictable rhythm 
of obscenities, as if to convey the repetitiveness of some 
people’s adverse and unchangeable fate.

The perpetual class divide, as the characters meet in criss-
cross fashion, highlights prejudice and hypocrisy on one side 
and resentment and hopelessness on the other, not without 
leaving room for a sporadic glimpse into a better world to 
come.

As the book ends, tragically and rather abruptly, each 
character becomes theatrically frozen on stage and remains 
framed in the mind of the reader with a haunting quality.
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The Gallery of Vanished Husbands by Natasha solomons  
review by Gillian Rich

Music That Made the Movies, Congress Theatre eastbourne,  
19 Jan 2014
review by Stephanie Megitt

I am always hopeful when reading books by this author. So 
far, I have not enjoyed them as much as the book critics tell 
me I should. This book, though, is different. The novel is 
divided into entries in Art Gallery catalogues. Each of these is 
a chapter about the painting of portraits of Judith Montague. 
Judith is a Jewish woman with two children, living in 
Chislehurst. She has been deserted by her husband and is an 
‘aguna’, a chained wife. It is the 1950s and she is protected 
by her parents and the local Jewish community, but feels 
stifled by all the cosseting.

The first portrait of Judith, aged nine, was painted in 1937 
by a client of her father’s in lieu of payment of a debt. Her 
son painted the final portrait in 2006. There are ten paintings 
in total, each showing Judith at a different stage of her life. 
On her 30th birthday, she impulsively commissions a portrait 
instead of buying a fridge with her savings. She has a gut 
feeling for Art and ends up running a prestigious gallery. 
Her social life is based on the gallery and the artists she 
befriends. Her contact with her roots seems to be once a 
week, going to her parents for Friday night dinner.

The inspiration for the book came from the story of Natasha 
Solomons’ husband’s grandmother. She was an ‘aguna’, 
living in Glasgow. I think the book is a fitting tribute to her. 
It is a good read, with much of interest from the Jewish 
aspect. The description of the art is also enjoyable. It is an old 
fashioned quirky story with much charm.

‘A’ level students in the Upper Sixth or Year 13, as it is 
now known, are busy people. Those who also study at the 
Royal Academy of Music at weekends are even busier. 
Nevertheless, one such student, Lazar Liebenberg, a gifted 
pianist, whose hobbies are sailing and photography, found 
the time to organise and conduct a concert played by a fifty 
member orchestra made up entirely of his friends from Bede’s 
Senior School and the Royal Academy and at no less a venue 
than the Congress Theatre in Eastbourne. Nina, Lazar’s sister, 
who attends Moira House School, was a member of the 
orchestra, playing the cello. 

The programme was an eclectic mix. The first half started 
with Star Wars, then A Study in Teen Drama, Lazar’s own 
composition, and continued with various modern film 
scores from productions such as Narnia, Madagascar, Les 
Misérables and Apollo 13. The second half ranged from a 
Salute to the Big Bands, which included April in Paris and 
Pennsylvania 6-5000 – great fun, to such soundtracks as 
that of The Godfather, Dances with Wolves, Cinema Paradiso 
and Pirates of the Caribbean. There was a beautiful solo 
singing performance from a talented young lady to vary the 
instrumental performances. We loved it all: the students were 
so gifted and professional and the soaring sound they made 
was beautiful. The atmosphere in the theatre was electric 
and there was a standing ovation at the end, which was well 
deserved.  

All the profits were in aid of St. Wilfred’s Hospice, Eastbourne 
and the concert celebrated its 30th anniversary this year. 
We learned from the programme that the Hospice spends 
£10,000 each day in order to care for 1,000 patients every 
year with life-limiting illnesses, and that the NHS only 
contributes 15 per cent of its daily running costs. Food for 
thought indeed: fund-raising is a necessity. Hats off to great 
young people like Lazar, Nina and their friends who have 
devoted so much of their precious time in planning and 
rehearsing, not for their own benefit, but solely for this worthy 
cause. And by the way, Lazar, who has an offer to read Music 
at Oxford, has an 
ambition to be 
a composer of 
film scores: we 
wish him the best 
of luck with his 
studies.
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The Miracle of Purim
by Rabbi Hershel Rader 

On a plane nearing the end of its flight from New 
York to London an announcement was made by the 
Captain that due to bad weather conditions they would 
be unable to land at Heathrow and the flight would 
be diverted to Manchester. He apologised for any 
inconvenience and assured the passengers that the 
airline would arrange overnight board and transport to 
London from Manchester. 

Flight attendants walked up and down the aircraft 
reassuring passengers, answering their questions and 
trying to calm them. In the midst of all this one flight 
attendant notices a Frum Jew takes out his prayer book 
and starts reciting prayers. Affected by the pressure 
of the situation, she cynically thought how ridiculous 
it was for this religious man to think that his mumbling 
could make any difference to the situation. 

As she finished the thought a further announcement 
came over the loudspeaker: ‘This is the Captain 
speaking. Weather conditions in London have changed 
and we will be able to land in London as scheduled 
after all.’ A cheer went up and the flight attendant was 
filled with a feeling of guilt. 

She approached the Frum passenger and said, “Sir, 
I must apologise to you. When you started praying I 
mentally ridiculed you, but now I see that your prayers 
were truly effective and we are able to land in London.”

The Jew replied, ‘You are mistaken, I wasn’t asking 
G-d to change the weather. Those were prayers of 
thanksgiving. You see I live in Manchester!’

Purim is a festival of thanksgiving. The threat against 
our people at that time was the greatest ever. On 
one day, the entire nation was to be annihilated. The 
miraculous turn of events recorded in the Megillah is 
remarkable in that it contains no spectacular miracle. 
A director making a film of the Esther story would 
have no need of special effects. In fact G-d’s name 
is not mentioned once during the entire story. This 
is no exodus replete with plagues and supernatural 
episodes or Chanukah with the miraculous oil. Purim 
teaches us the profound lesson, so important in our 
times, that G-d’s providence can work through ordinary 
happenings but is no less divine. 

Purim is the most joyous of festivals; teaching us to 
appreciate the hand of G-d in all circumstances and to 
remember the importance of giving thanks.

Brighton & Hove Jewish 
Welfare Board

is delighted to announce the launch of its 
new website

www.bhjwb.org
Please contact us to apply for financial assistance,

or to make a donation.

Somewhere in the attic is a boxful of  photographs 
from the past, cherished memories of  family & 
friends. Bring them all to life again by having them 
scanned, colour corrected and presented on a CD  
or DVD to view on your computer or TV.  
Prints, negatives or colour slides, all formats. 
I can restore old & scratched photos. 
Perfect for anniversaries or birthdays, your entire 
family history as one slideshow.
Please call Anand on 07765 480746 
for further details.
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Purim: Let’s Celebrate
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo 

The first page of the 7 February edition of 
the Jewish Chronicle informs us that anti-
Semitism is falling all over England. There 
are fewer and fewer attacks on synagogues, 
almost no incidents on campuses and a 
genuine decrease of anti-Jewish abuse. 
Good news.

Except try to pass by in front of the 
Ecostream shop on Western Road, during a 
Saturday afternoon and sometimes during 
the week as well. You’ll step into a group of 
extremists of various backgrounds; all united 
by the common dream of making the world 
a better place, by erasing the Jewish State! 
They are not that many (which in itself is 
good news).

On the Facebook page of Sussex Friends 
of Israel - the grassroots group that validly 
oppose them - there are several video clips, 
posted every Saturday evening. You can see 
these faces, and hear their voices and in a 
strange way they can become familiar to you.

On Purim we are supposed to have fun at 
our persecutors’ expense, and I must admit 
I have entertained myself with the idea of 
dressing up as one of these boycotters. But 
the truth is that I am tired of talking about 
anti-Semitism.

True, on Purim we should celebrate the 
resilience of our people and be merry and 
cheerful as we trust in God’s protection, even 
in our darkest hours. But the real danger 
that threatens our people today is not anti-
Semitism even when it is clothed in attractive 
moral values (like “democracy” or “human 
rights”).

The threat that really puts us in danger is 
assimilation; losing touch with the vibrancy, 
the beauty, the high morality of our culture 
and religion. Not being able to pass on our 
heritage to the forthcoming generations. 
Looking at Judaism as an antique item, that 
somehow adorns our family home and brings 
to mind some nice memory, every time we 
contemplate it before placing it back on the 
shelf.

If we do not want to lose our heritage, if 
we do not want to give up in front of the 
pressure of assimilation, we must invest in 
the future, we have to motivate the younger 
generations of our families to love Judaism 
and to discover and live its inner beauty and 
splendour. We can even teach that Judaism 
can be fun!

And what better way than Purim to do 
this? Therefore, on this Purim, bring to the 
party a son or a daughter, a grandson or a 
granddaughter, a nephew or a niece and 
have fun together. Teach them, by having fun 

and being cheerful, that our culture and our 
religion have made us stronger and able to 
survive despite the animosity of the different 
Hamans of each generation.

And if you see someone pretending to be a 
boycotter, that may be a Rabbi!

Happy Purim everyone.

Bulletin Board for March
Saturday 1st
Rabbi’s Shiur - Siddur Surgery, 9.00 am 
Shabbat Doroteinu, 10.30 am 
Havdalah, 5.00 pm
Sunday 2nd 
BHRS Tea, 2.30 pm
Saturday 8th
Rabbi’s Shiur - Pirke Avot, 9.00 am
Thursday 13th
Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm
Saturday 15th
Rabbi’s Shiur -  Purim, 9.00 am 
Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 am
Sunday 16th 
Purim Service & Fancy Dress, 11.00 am 
Chavurah Lunch & Purim Play
Friday 28th  
Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm
Saturday 29th 
Havdalah, 5.00 pm
Monday 31st 
Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm
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Remembering Orde Wingate seventy years on
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

Orde Charles Wingate was born in India in February1903 
to Scottish Presbyterian parents. His father was an Officer 
in the Indian Staff Corps, and Orde was raised on the 
Bible, which he carried with him throughout his life.

He served with the Sudan Defence 
Force from 1928-33, learning Arabic 
and Semitics.  After promotion to 
Captain, in 1936, he was posted to 
Palestine, where Wingate played 
a leading role in fighting the Arab 
terror campaign, especially their 
attacks on the Iraqi-Haifa pipeline.

Gaining the trust and confidence 
of the Yishuv (Jewish community in 
Palestine), he made contact with the 
Defence Force (Hagana) and formed 
the Special Night Squads. He taught 
them highly successful tactics 
in order to prevent Arab attacks. 
Among the young men he trained, 
or who received inspiration from him, were Yigal Allon, 
Moshe Dayan and a young Yitzhak Rabin – all to become 
famous in their own right.

Wingate became a passionate supporter of the Jewish 
cause and the Yishuv responded by calling him ‘Hayedid’ 

– the friend. His highly unorthodox military behaviour; 
disregard of conventional rules, together with his Zionist 
fervour, resulted in his being transferred from Palestine in 
1939. The following words were written on his passport:  

‘The Bearer….shall not be allowed to enter 
Palestine’.

In the State of Israel are memorials to his memory. 
Perhaps the most well known is Yemin Orde, the 
children’s village on the slopes of Mount Carmel. His 
Bible is kept there and treasured, the book he loved 
best of all, and which he read from (in the Hebrew) 
as he walked across the landscape during the late 
1930s.

It was dropped by plane into the village by his 
widow, Lorna, on 7 May 1948, while it was being 
besieged by Syrian Arab forces. She had written on 
the flyleaf:  

To the Defenders of Yemin Orde.  
Since Orde Wingate is with you in spirit  
though he cannot lead you in flesh,  

I send you the Bible he carried in all his campaigns  
and from which he drew the inspiration of his victories.  
May it be a covenant between you and him,  
in triumph or defeat, and always.’

Janet’s Column
by Janet Cowan 

It has been quite an eventful month in our community 
- both Beryl Sharpe and Jeffrey Rose have met with 
unpleasant accidents but hopefully they are making good 
progress and will soon make a complete recovery.

Trevor and Leah Silverman are proud parents of their third 
child, a daughter, and I send them and Rabbi and Mrs. 
Silverman congratulations on this great occasion. Also 
Penny and Michael Phillips have become grandparents to 
a granddaughter - many congratulations to you too.

And yet another congratulation:  Rabbi and Mrs. Efune’ s 
daughter Mushki has recently become engaged to David 
Nochum Kaye. Mazel tov to you all. I used to attend Torah 
Academy to help the children with reading - Mushki was 
one of the children I read with - and now she is to be 
married. It makes me feel so old!

And now another recipe for Pesach – this time a cake.

Ingredients: 

• 4 medium eggs, separated,

• 175g caster sugar,

• pinch of ground cinnamon,

• 200g ground almonds,

• pinch of salt

Whisk the egg whites with a pinch of salt until soft peaks 
form.  Whisk in half the sugar a tablespoon at a time. 
Whisk yolks in a separate bowl with remaining sugar and 
cinnamon until thick. Mix in the almonds and gently fold 
in egg whites. Line an 8-1/2” tin with buttered baking 
parchment. (I use a spring form cake tin) Add prepared 
cake mixture and bake for 50 minutes at 180c/fan160c/
Gas 4.

Cool for 10 minutes then turn onto a wire rack. Dust with 
icing sugar when cool. This makes a nice dessert, served 
with strawberries or orange slices.

 Enjoy.

March diary
Tuesday 4
Gemara Shiur – weekly
Tuesday 11 
10.30 am Ladies Discussion Group
Thursday 13
Fast of Esther – ends 6.42 pm
Shabbat 16
Shabbat Zachor 
Megillah reading after Shabbat at West Hove Synagogue
Sunday 17
Megillah reading during Shacharit at West Hove
Shabbat 29
Clocks go forward one hour
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A group from BHPS took our Czech Scroll, which originally 
belonged to the community of Frydek-Mistek, to the Westminster 
Synagogue to participate in the service to commemorate 50 
years since the arrival in London of  1,564 scrolls rescued from 
Prague. These scrolls are often the only surviving relics of some 
153 Czech Jewish communities whose members were deported 
and exterminated during WW2. 

For 20 years following the war the scrolls remained in a disused 
synagogue in Prague until the communist government, in need of 
hard currency, decided they should be sold. They were acquired 
by Westminster Synagogue and brought back to London, many 
torn, damaged by fire and water. The Memorial Scrolls Trust 
has restored them and loaned them to over 1,400 communities 
around the world, thereby spreading their message to new 
generations in diverse communities and institutions. 

The service began with a procession of scrolls from forty-two 
communities, thirteen from the US and Canada. It was extremely 
moving to see so many rescued and restored Torah scrolls now 
once again being treasured and used. We also viewed a video 
clip of an interview in Jerusalem with the Sofer, David Brand, who 
spent 27 years restoring the scrolls.

Following the service there was an opportunity to meet those 
from other communities including a group of twenty-six from 
Temple Israel, Boston, MA who had travelled with their Torah first 
to Prague and then to London to be part of the celebration. 

The particular history of these scrolls means that they are 
dynamic messengers especially as, in the not too distant future, 

witnesses to the events of the Holocaust will no longer be with 
us. The mission of the Memorial Scrolls trust is to remember 
the Czech communities before the Holocaust, to challenge us 
to confront prejudice and hatred and to inspire us into action to 
commit to a Jewish life and education and build bridges across 
communities. 

You can find out more on the Westminster Synagogue webpage.  
The commemorative service was recorded and is available on 
youtube at http://www.youtube.com/user/TheMST1964

BHPs
Rabbi elizabeth Tikvah sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

esther, Vashti and international Women’s Day
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah 

Czech Memorial scrolls Commemorative service

‘Exceptions prove the rule’; they also 
provoke curiosity. And so it is with the 
only two books of the TaNaKh, the 
Hebrew Bible, to be named after female 
characters: Ruth and Esther. 39 books 
make up the TaNaKh, and of these 21 bear 
the names of men – or more specifically, 
male prophets. Fortunately, the first rabbis 
selected Ruth and Esther, together with 
three other books, to form Chameish 
M’gillot, the ‘Five Scrolls’, for reading at 
specific festivals, giving us an opportunity 
to become familiar with them. 

In chronological order, we read Shir 
Ha-Shirim The Song of Songs at 
Pesach, because of the Pastoral idyll 
it evokes, Ruth at Shavuot, because 
harvest time is so crucial to the story, 
Eichah, Lamentations at Tishah B’Av, 
because it describes the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the first Temple, Kohelet, 
Ecclesiastes, at Sukkot, because it 
transmits the festival’s universal truths, 
and Esther at Purim. 

The focus of Purim is the reading of the 
M’gillat Esther, the Scroll of Esther, which 

centres on how Esther ensures that her 
people averts the fate prescribed by the 
King’s wicked chief minister, Haman, when 
he cast purim, ‘lots’, to determine the day 
of their destruction. The book has the aura 
of a fairy tale, complete with an evil plot 
foiled and a happy ending. The characters, 
too – both the villains and the heroine-
hero duo of Esther and Mordecai – have a 
one-dimensional, larger-than-life character 
about them. Here we have not so much a 
story about a particular unpleasant slice of 
Jewish history as a meta-account of the 
perennial Jewish experience of living as a 
vulnerable minority. 

Interestingly, in addition to the main plot, 
there is also a subplot that serves to 
get the larger tale rolling, which focuses 
on the fate of the first wife of King 
Achashveirosh: Vashti. How did Esther get 
to be the wife of the great King? Because 
she won a twelve month beauty contest 
after he got rid of Vashti when she refused 
to obey his command and appear before 
him and his male guests. How typical of 
a patriarchal narrative for one woman to 
‘win’ at the expense of another. And in 

true fairy tale fashion, the story even has 
the King’s dictate being sent out to all 
the 27 provinces of his great empire that 
women should submit to their husbands. 

Like the meta-tale of Jewish experience 
as a beleaguered minority, we have here, 
also, a meta-tale of female experience in 
a patriarchal culture. And so the success 
of Esther in getting the better of Haman 
serves to reinforce the message that 
the only way for women to exert power 
under patriarchy is for them to manipulate 
the male power holders. Although now 
in the 21st century, the majority of 
Jewish communities in the diaspora are 
not subjected to vicious persecution 
and women have achieved equality in 
many societies, both anti-Semitism and 
misogyny are still in evidence. So: Purim 
remains relevant – beginning this year on 
the evening of March 15 – and so, too, 
International Women’s Day, which falls on 
March 8. Let us celebrate both of these 
special days. Purim Samei’ach!

events@BHPs    

Saturday 15 March - Purim Shabbaton at Ralli Hall
After the Shabbat Morning Service there will be a shared 
Chavurah Lunch at 1.00 pm with Purim activities for all ages. 
Following the workshops we will make Havdallah and read the 
Megillah. All welcome.

BHPS Seder at the Ralli Hall 
Monday 14 April at 6.30pm (arrive from  6.00 pm) at Ralli Hall. 
Members £10. Non Members £15 To book a place, please 
call Sarah on 07841 488620 or 01273 501604 or email sarah.
winstone@ntlworld.com. Please contact the office if you would 
like to purchase a Haggadah.
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What’s on: March 2014  
COMMuNiTY eVeNTs –  iMPORTANT ReMiNDeR:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events! 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

sHABBAT sHALOM – BRiGHTON TiMes
In  Light Candles Out  Havdalah  
Fri 28 Feb 5.21 pm  Sat 1 March 6.29 pm
Fri 7   5.31 pm  Sat 8  6.41 pm
Fri 14  5.44 pm  Sat 15  6.52 pm
Fri 21  5.56 pm  Sat 22  7.04 pm
Fri 28  6.07 pm  Sat 29  7.16 pm

MeMORABLe DATes 
Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 - Purim

ReGuLAR ACTiViTies  
Sundays

Carmel Tennis Club �  10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. Tel: 
Adam on 07720 598087 

Mondays
Discover, Play and Dance! �  New Torah Montessori Playgroup for 0-2 year olds.  
10.00 am to 12.00 noon.  Tel Penina on 01273 328675 or email  
torahacademy@btconnect.com 
Lunch & Learn �  with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the Brighton Hillel Centre,  
67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919
Afternoon Club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 484839
Rubber and Duplicate Bridge �  1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £2.00 Ralli Hall.  
Tel: Reba 01444 484839
Contemporary Basic Talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919
Tanya (Kabbalah)  � Learning Group with Penina Efune  - Ladies only 8.15 pm  
at Chabad House 01273 321919
sARiD (Association of Jewish Refugees)  � meets every 3rd Monday of the month at 
10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk

Tuesdays
Ralli Hall Lunch and social Club �  10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall 
singing4Pleasure  � Tel: Robert 01273 555089 or email:  
singingforpleasure@hotmail.co.uk
Art in the studio with Martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall 
Painting with Rochelle (JAs) �  Studio at Ralli Hall, 7.00 – 9.00 pm.   
Tel:  01273 503708
israeli Dancing  � 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays
JACs  � at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 
non-members (see programme in Events listings)
Art in the studio with Martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall
eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation  � monthly afternoon tea at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00 pm – on the first Wednesday of every 
month 

Thursdays
Ralli Hall Lunch and social Club  � 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)
Ladies Who Learn  � 10.30 at Chabad House, 15 Upper Drive, Hove 2.15 – 4.00 pm, 
to include herbal teas and healthy treats. All ladies welcome
Bridge  � at Ralli Hall 11.00 am
Weekly Torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House.  
Tel: 01273 321919  

Fridays
Kuddle up shabbat �  parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and her guitar 
10.00 am – 11.30 am Ajex Centre
eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation  � service on the 4th Friday of each month, 
WVRS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm 

Saturdays
eastbourne Hebrew Congregation  � Shabbat services at 22 Susans Road, 
Eastbourne, 10.00 am.  Contact 01323 484135 or 07739 082538
stand up for israel  � at Ecostream, Western Road, Brighton, 1.00 pm  - 3.00 pm

eVeNTs iN MARCH     
     Sunday 2

sussex Jewish Film Club  � presents Take the Money and Run 
with Woody Allen, 7.00 for 7.30 pm. Drinks available from 
7.00 pm. Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove
Jewish Book Week  � in London - last day 
 
Wednesday 5
JACs  � Annual General Meeting at AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove, 2.00 pm.  £2 members / £2.50 non-
members
eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation (eLJC)  � Afternoon 
tea in the Library Room, Cavendish Hotel 
 
Sunday 9
sussex Jewish News – submission deadline for the  �
April issue. send your articles, thoughts, photos and 
announcements to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com  
 
Wednesday 12
JACs  � Evelyn and Sidney Lipman present “Our Kind of 
Music”,AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove, 2.00 pm.  £2 
members / £2.50 non-members  
 
Friday 14 
unveiling of Blue Plaque  � in memory of Chief Constable 
Henry Solomon at Brighton Town Hall at 10.00 am  
 
Saturday 15 
eLJC  � Shabbat afternoon service, 3.00 – 5.00 pm. Christ 
the King Church Hall.  Purim Service followed by a short 
Purim party. Contact Suzanne 01323 726767 or Angela 
01323 725650 if you would like to join us 
 
Sunday 16   
Chabad Celebration Purim Megillah Reading  � at 12 noon 
followed by Festive Lunch at 1.00 pm. Ralli Hall, Denmark 
Villas, Hove Family (2 adults, 2 children) £48.00/Children 
£18/Adults £18. Phone 01273 321919 or 07885 538681 
to book 
 
Monday 17
sARiD  � with speaker Godfrey Gould on Bernhard Baron – 
The Cigarette Philanthropist and inventor of the cigarette 
machine,10.45 am at Ralli Hall.  £1.50 Tel: 0208 385 3070 
or email esther@ajr.co.uk 
 
Wednesday 19
JACs  � for Film: “Ambleton Delights”.   This film was made 
on location in Sussex. There will be a Q & A session 
with the Director after the showing. The film is one and 
a quarter hours long and will start promptly at 2.00 p.m. 
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove, 2.00 pm.  £2 members / 
£2.50 non-members 
 
Tuesday 25 
Jewish Historical society  � with Dr Piet van Boxel, President, 
Jewish Historical Society and formerly Keeper of Hebrew 
Collections, Bodleian Library, Oxford on The Unicorn; the 
Symbol of power and peace for the Jews in 16th Century 
Ferrara.    7.45 pm at Ralli Hall.  Members free/non-
members £4.  For further information, ring Godfrey Gould 
on 01273 419412 or email g.gould915@btinternet.com 
 
Wednesday 26 
JACs  � with guest speaker Godfrey Gould on ‘More Jewish’.  
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove, 2.00 pm.  £2 members / 
£2.50 non-members 
 
Friday 28  
eLJC  � Friday night service followed by dinner at WRVS

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread 
available weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch 

Brighton from Premier Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so 
that we know how many to supply. Orders 
can be collected on Thursdays or Fridays. 


