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Pause for thought

Every living organism is made up
of individual cells. The health and
welfare of the organism is dependent
on the health of its component cells.
The same is true of a Community. Its
health is a reflection of the activity of
the people and organisations that are
its own component parts.
It would appear that our Community
is in reasonable health. We have
an infrastructure and spread of
organisations of which we should
be proud. Many different facets of
Jewish life are addressed and are
available for a society holding a
wide spectrum of beliefs.
However, we should take a lesson
from modern medical practice,
which goes beyond the curing of
health emergencies. Preventative
medicine uses health checks to
forecast susceptibility to future
disease. Rather than be complacent

about an existing status, it is now
possible to pre-empt progression
to advanced disease. Similarly, our
Community appears to be in good
health, but what would a pre-emptive
examination reveal about our future?

Our Community appears
to be in good health, but
what would a pre-emptive
examination reveal about
our future?
Chaim Potok wrote a short story
about an American GI who, one
Friday during the Second Word War,
visited a remote Italian village. Whilst
reflecting on whether there were any
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Jews in the area he noted an elderly
woman who was carrying home a bag
which contained what appeared to
be a Challah. When asked about the
contents of the bag, she replied that it
was indeed a special bread and that
her family had always had one on a
Friday. This was her sole remaining
link with her heritage. She did not
even know that she was Jewish.
We have a responsibility to ensure
that future generations inherit
something that they understand.
Assurance of the robustness of our
Community will provide the framework
within which such an understanding
can thrive. It is important that our
component organisations and
individual members of our Community
reflect on whether they are doing all
that they can to maintain the health of
the organism as a whole.
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Community life

Your news
Achievements

Special Birthdays

Mazel tov to Rachel Aronow, Josephine Barker, Henrita Engleman,
Pearl Goodmaker, Marie Gumbiner, Jonathan Harrison, Audrey
Hirshberg, Mavis Hirshberg, Jacob Levy, Esther Lowenthal and to
all who are celebrating special birthdays this month.

Births

Mazel tov to Elliott and Laura Hill on the birth of a son. Another
grandchild for Aileen and Barry Hill.

Wedding

Mazel tov to Gemma
and Joshua Tobin on
the occasion of their
marriage at Middle Street
Synagogue on 6 October.

David Pullum Photography

Thank You

Tony Rose thanks everyone for their kindness and concern during
his recent illness.

• Mazel tov and grateful thanks to Michael Phillips who has now
served 20 years as Standard Bearer for Brighton & Hove AJEX at
their official functions and parades
• Mazel tov to our competition winners - June Jackson, Phyllis
Kaltz and Beryl Sharpe – who won tickets to see Fiddler on the
Roof at The Hawth in Crawley.
• Mazel tov to Yvonne Green who won our competition for Malki
Dead Sea Products

Get Well

We wish a refuah sheleimah to Josephine Barker, Nathan Barker,
Marilyn Fisher, Renee Luper, Ronnie Mitchell, Gweni Sorokin and all
those who are ill or in hospital.

Deaths

• We wish Long Life to Anthony Weinstein, Angela Samuels and the
family of Anne Goldberg z’l
• We send our condolences to the family of Eden Attias z’l, who
was just 19 when, returning back to his army base after being on
sick leave, was brutally stabbed to death by a Palestinian youth
while travelling by bus from his home in Upper Nazareth to Tel
Aviv.

Your views
A couple of weeks ago the Jewish Chronicle included an essay on Care in the Community. It struck me that all the points
raised are points covered by our own community workers, not least of all, Helping Hands and all those members of the
community who visit and volunteer.
Well done Brighton and Hove
Gerry Crest, Spain

CGJS appoints professor in Israeli history
by Diana Franklin
The Centre for German-Jewish Studies at the University of
Sussex is delighted to welcome Professor David Tal to the
newly created Yossi Harel Chair in Modern Israel Studies at
the University of Sussex. Professor Tal, whose publications
include books on Israel Identities: Between east and west
(2013); The American Nuclear Disarmament Dilemma, 19451963 (2008); War in Palestine, 1948: Strategy and diplomacy
(2004); and The 1956 War: Collusion and rivalry in the Middle
East (2001), previously held the Kahanoff Chair in Israel
Studies and was Professor of History at the University of
Calgary in Canada.
With this appointment, based in the School of History,
Art History and Philosophy, the University has a unique
opportunity to consolidate and further develop Jewish
Studies. Professor Tal’s remit will embrace teaching and
research in all aspects of Modern Israel Studies, with
particular reference to the politics, history and society
of contemporary Israel and the Middle East. He will also
promote and develop links between Israeli and British
academics.

This is not the first such position at Sussex. In 1968 the
distinguished scholar Julius Carlebach was appointed at
Sussex as Lecturer in Sociology and Israeli Studies in the
School of African and Asian Studies. He held this post, later
as Reader, for twenty years and was also the university’s
Jewish chaplain. Carlebach’s courses in Israeli Studies were
taught within the framework of Sociology and attracted
students from many different disciplines.
The appointment of Professor David Tal will make it possible
to renew this fine tradition within a different frame of
reference. Welcoming the creation of the professorship ViceChancellor Professor Michael Farthing said: “In this period
of huge social and political change in the wider region, the
development of our research in this area is timely”. Support
for the new professorship, which was facilitated by Hella
Pick, member of the German-Jewish Centre’s Support Group,
comes from leading philanthropic individuals and trusts. They
include the R and S Cohen Foundation, the Blavatnik Family
Foundation, the Atkin Foundation, the Pears Foundation, the
Gerald Ronson Foundation and Lord Weidenfeld, who took
the initiative in the establishment of the Chair.
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Community life
The Jewish Women Friends, from the beginning
by Maxine Toff
At a first meeting in Brighton,
in December 1998, ten people
discussed the possibility of meeting
regularly to share personal journeys,
ideas about religion and literature
that interested them. The idea was
to form a branch of The Half Empty
Bookcase.
I volunteered to co-ordinate the
meetings for a while and was encouraged by Rabbi Paul Glantz
who was then the rabbi of the Progressive Synagogue. Sadly,
he could not attend as it was felt strongly that this should be a
‘women only’ group – but he was a tolerant and good-natured man
and encouraged us.
After attending a wonderful H.E.B. conference in London we were
told that the ‘Half Empty Bookcase’ was to fold for want of women
to run it. We decided to rename ourselves Jewish Women Friends
in Sussex.
I saw this as a forum for alternative Jewish viewpoints, accepting
and welcoming women of any faith or none. I agreed to organise
a few sessions until we got going but there have never been any
offers to take over and so, twelve years later, I am still happily
organising the programme.
Gradually the numbers have crept up and so has the diversity. We
now have affiliated and not affiliated Jews, Christians, a Hindu and
a Muslim. Women who enjoy meeting each other, exploring each
others’ backgrounds with mutual respect and above all having fun.
In the first years we tackled some serious subjects at meetings
led by a rabbi and although these were quite well attended at first,
interest waned. We needed a different format to discuss these
issues. The Roots group originally met to try and work out an
answer to the question, “I don’t have any religious feeling, so what
is it that makes me want to acknowledge that I am a Jew?” Twelve
years later the same group is still meeting regularly and is still
trying to find the answer: this is also a regular conversation topic at
lunches.

Hastings and District Jewish
Society
by Stella Harris
At our AGM last Sunday I was voted in as chairman of the HJS.
I was delighted that several people volunteered to host Sunday
afternoon teas. Our newest member (Julia) is holding one at her
home on 10 November.
We look forward to joining Eastbourne communities (Liberal and
Hebrew) at 3.00 pm on 1 December for a Chanukah party to be
held at the WRVS in Eastbourne, near the station. Tickets from
Sally and Yyvone; £7.50 for adults and £5 for under 12s. There will
be a Klezmer band, refreshments, a short service and a raffle. Look
forward to seeing everyone.
Sheila Stanley has been secretary for many years but is standing
down due to ill health. Pearl was elected to take over her duties.
We thank Sheila for all the many things she has done for HJS. We
hope her health will improve.

In November 2005 the Belief group began, prompted by interviews
broadcast by Joan Bakewell on Radio 4 and published in book
form. Among those interviewed were Anthony Gormley, Karen
Armstrong, Anish Kapoor and Robert Winston. The variety of
personal beliefs expressed produced lively discussions at our
monthly meetings. Our backgrounds were as diverse as the
chapters we read which added to the interest and helped us to
explore our own ideas and thoughts. Following Joan Bakewell’s
interviews as a basis for discussion, we went on to use writings
by A.C. Grayling and then the Reith Lectures became another rich
source of ideas to discuss. This group is growing all the time and I
am sure it will travel in many different directions.
The Book Group meets every two months, giving plenty of time
to read the chosen book, which always has a Jewish connection.
Sometimes it is the subject, or a character, or the author is Jewish.
We have now read a variety of books and have voiced many points
of view about them. It helps us to try to formulate for ourselves that
perennial question – what does it mean to be Jewish?
A small but committed group meets once a month to share
thoughts and memories of their own Family History. Some of us are
writing our memoirs in an orderly fashion and others a page or two
of memories as they arise. We find that when we listen to others it
reminds us of incidents long forgotten and gives us the impetus we
sometimes need to keep writing.
The Newsletter, which I produce two or three times a year, gives me
a chance to advertise the dates and times of the meetings and any
other information and the odd joke. The jolly logo at the top was
researched and re- worked by Merle Kessler and Terry Stephens;
you will no doubt recognise the original.
We hope that the group can offer something for women who feel
the need to have a link with a Jewish cultural group without joining
a synagogue or other Jewish organisation.
If you would like more information please email me at jwfsussex@
gmail.com.

Voluntary Support Agencies

• Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre) 01273 739999
ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
• Norwood/Tikvah, Rachel Mazzier House 01273 564021
• Hyman Fine House 01273 688226
• Helping Hands 01273 747722
helping-hands@helping-hands.org
• Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board 07952 479111 or
sussexjwb@googlemail.com
• Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association
bahjha@googlemail.com
• Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive
Synagogue/L’chaim project 01273 737223
• Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform
(Sue Rosenfield) 01273 735343
• Jewish Community Centre at Ralli Hall. Various communal
activities. 01273 202254 or rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
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Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams, Hon Chairman
I am pleased to report that the prospective occupant for
the First Floor accommodation at Ralli has now signed the
contract for a ten-year licence. The new licensee is Ana
Barretxeguren of Brighton Pilates Studio, who, together with
her husband Aaron, is busy carrying out extensive nonstructural alterations to provide a large pilates studio, with
two medium-sized and one smaller studio, a reception/office
and the usual offices. Although it is expected that the studio
will be busy throughout the week, we have retained the right
to use the accommodation on Sundays by prior arrangement
and if not required by the Brighton Pilates Studio.
We have to relocate Jacquie’s office to a far nicer room at the
rear of the stage on the ground floor. However, we might have
to part company with the lady who performs acupuncture,
although it is possible that she might be able to relocate to
the first floor of the building We have also released for general
use the long room at the rear of the stage, so that now the

Pictures and Ping Pong at Hyman
Fine
by Natasha Carson and Beverly Barnett
Once again October has been a busy month for us all at
Hyman Fine House. We now have a full size table tennis
table, which is being enjoyed by residents, staff and visiting
children. It is part of something called the ‘Ping Pong Care
Campaign’ introducing simple exercise and a bit of fun to
people who are elderly or disabled. Who knows - maybe one
day we will have a tournament! The creative art class has
been very popular combining arts with music. Other regular
fixtures include card games, exercise classes, cookery and
bingo.

entire ground floor is once again available for community
use. There will be only one-off commercial room-lets in our
core accommodation, which in my opinion is far better for the
community and also for B&HJCF.
There is now an excellent and extensive range of activities
being carried out at Ralli Hall, both commercial and within
the community, details of which are available from the office.
Apart from a planned upgrade and extension to the lower
ground floor toilet facilities and some further improvements
to various storage areas and amenities, there is little more
left to improve at Ralli Hall, which, although 100 years old, is
eminently suitable for the twenty-first century.
We are pleased to be able to continue supporting the Ralli
Hall Lunch and Social Club, despite its now being a separate
charity and I very much hope that its annual Chanukah Dinner
and Dance is as successful as last year’s.
I wish all a Happy Chanukah.
See you at Ralli Hall.
Outings have included a trip to the pictures to see ‘Captain
Phillips’ and a visit to the Royal Pavilion for tea. On Saturday
26 October, Hyman Fine held a Kiddush which approximately
30 people attended, including residents, relatives and
volunteers. It was lovely to see so many people in the
synagogue.
We now look forward to a very busy Chanukah – there is a
Chanukah brunch on Sunday 1 December and there will be a
party at Hyman Fine on Monday 2 December. Please let the
Home know if you would like to attend either event.
The above are just some of the many activities and events
that take place in and out of Hyman Fine and if anyone has
some free time and would like to help out as a volunteer, then
please contact Mark Pady on 01273 688226.

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
by Jacquie Tichauer
Hope you are all enjoying Chanukah and eating lots of
doughnuts. On 3 December we are having a Chanukah party
at Ralli Hall with great food and an amazing entertainer from
Eastbourne.

Life is exciting for us at the moment. I am happy to say that
all our 120 tickets for the Dinner Dance on 24th November
were sold and that photos of the event will be available in the
next issue of SJN.
We have changed our programme a little and are now having
games afternoons on a Thursday, which is proving to be very
successful. Memory games and Rummikub are very popular.
I am planning a morning visit to a garden centre in December.
It will be nice to go out for high tea or a nice hot chocolate.
We have lots of plans for the New Year with more day outings
and weekends away, so why not come along and give us a
try?

Our lovely Tai Chi instructor Adele,
who had a big birthday recently
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Congratulations to ODM, a very good friend of SJN
by Doris Levinson
Over 21 years ago, Arnold Lewis and I decided to take over
the local community magazine and rebrand it as Sussex
Jewish News. Once again, a home publishing effort, I used
an electric typewriter to bring together all the information, the
communal diary and even the few adverts that we were able
to receive. Arnold had a very artistic eye and physically cut
and pasted onto A4 sheets the items that I had been typing,
so that they could be photocopied, stapled and delivered to
our subscribers.
Then, along came Steve Morris who, apart from developing
ODM, generously offered to use his modern technical
computer skills to collate all the information and articles into
Word documents. He was instrumental in the design and
production of the magazine, which could then be taken to the
printers for reproduction and printing. I well remember, after
a hard day’s work, that he dedicated his time to SJN once a
month, every month. Arnold and I sat at either side of him and
his computer during the long nights and early mornings to get
the production to press. His help, foresight and dedication
were so much appreciated and we, as a community, owe him
and Phillipa a great debt of gratitude. We wish them mazel tov
on ODM’s 21st anniversary.
Steve Morris Invites You to Celebrate with ODM
Over the past 21 years the name ODM (named after my
son, Oliver David Morris) has become renowned within the
community of Brighton & Hove. By community we mean not
only the Jewish community, among which we boast many
clients, but also the wider secular business community.
My wife Phillipa and I founded the company together in 1992
and are proud to have grown the business to become the
major office stationery and furniture suppliers in the city. In
its infancy when we ran it from home, the business gradually
grew and grew until it took up so much space in the house
that Phillipa could stand it no longer. She balked at having
to sit on boxes of A4 paper, particularly on a Friday night for
Shabbat dinner when we were joined by family or friends.
It was time to move on, so in the late 90s ODM moved into a
warehouse in the Old Shoreham Road: this is now occupied
by the Martlets Hospice. By then, Simon Seligman had joined
the company along with a few additional members of staff.
Simon concentrated on the development of the furniture sales
and, to this day, is responsible for ODM becoming a major
player in the supply and fitting of many offices within the City
and surrounding area. ODM is the only company locally with
a furniture showroom where you can come and try over 30
models of chairs and a variety of desks. Our design service
has enabled large and small companies to receive CAD
drawings from architects’ plans, or simple sketches where
these suffice. Simon’s skills in project management oversee
an entire process from an initial concept to a finished fully
fitted office. We also assist companies in relocation. This can
be anything from simply disassembling and reassembling
desks, to actually transporting an entire office from location to
location.

The
traditional
office
stationery
supplies
market is
still the
bread and
butter
of our
company.
We provide
over 700
companies
with
deliveries
from a
selection of
over 30,000
products.
Our retail
shop also
offers
smaller
companies
and individuals the opportunity to call in and be served by
friendly faces with the ability to take their goods away with
them. Naturally the internet has offered a further way to shop
and ODM has an on-line shopping facility available to account
and non-account customers.
Whether you are an existing customer or you would like to
find out more about us, we’d be delighted if you would join
us on either Thursday 12th or Friday 13th of December for a
celebratory drink and a toast to 21 years in business.

Important message

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted
into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone
07789 491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be
contacted to visit.
issue 236 | december 2013
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Sir David Lionel Salomons, Bt
by Godfrey R Gould
If you walk along Hove sea front and
pass Brunswick Terrace, you may
have wondered what the little lantern
room is in the roof of no. 26. The
house belonged to Philip Salomons,
High Sheriff of Sussex and the lantern
room was his own private Synagogue!
His elder brother, David, was the first
Jewish Lord Mayor of the City of
London, and the first Jew to speak in
the House of Commons. As he had
refused to take the oath “on the true
faith of a Christian” he was ejected for
his pains. But you can sit on the bench
from which he spoke to this day - read
on to find out where. The tradition that
a Lord Mayor of London should receive
a knighthood was honoured and David
received a baronetcy. He was most
associated with the County of Kent,
occupying many significant posts - MP
and Mayor of Tunbridge Wells, as well
as High Sheriff of the County. And he
bought a country estate near Tunbridge,
Broomhills.
When Sir David died in 1873 he had
no male heir, so, exceptionally, the
baronetcy was passed to his nephew,
the son of his brother, Philip. Sir David
Lionel Goldsmid-Stern-Salomons (to
give him his full name) was born on 25
January1851. He is simply described
as a scientific author and barrister,
but what a man. He was educated at
University College, London and Caius
College, Cambridge and called to the
bar at the Middle Temple. Like his uncle
and father he was very active in public
affairs - Justice of the Peace, Deputy
Lieutenant, High Sheriff of Kent and
Mayor of Tunbridge Wells.
But his main interest was in science
and engineering. He was a pioneer
photographer and cinematographer,
electrician, engineer, craftsman in wood,
ivory and metal, pioneer motorist,
architect and inventor. Fortunately, he
had inherited a fortune, so had plenty
opportunity to indulge his interests.
His workshop is reputed to have
had 60,000 tools! He considerably
enlarged the family home, largely as
his own architect. The stables were
reconstructed and a fully equipped
garage built with servicing facilities for
five motor-cars. He bought the second
car in Britain, a Peugeot, for £270 - and
after two half-hour driving lessons,

drove the car himself back from Paris
to the UK. In his life-time, Sir David
Lionel owned over 80 cars and he was a
personal friend of Charles Rolls. In 1895
he organised the first UK Motor Show at
Showfields, Tunbridge Wells.

Baron de Rothschild. A model of the
system can be seen at Broomhills. In
1894 he built his Science Theatre, not
for theatrical performances, but so that
he could demonstrate his scientific and
engineering experiments. At the back
of the huge stage, still with its amazing
Victorian stage equipment, is his 700
pipe Welte Organ, installed in 1914.
And if all that was not enough, he was
a founder member of the Royal Aero
Club.
As a keen motorist he was instrumental
in having the ‘red flag’ rule and speed
limit removed from motor vehicles,
still commemorated each year with
the Veteran Car rally from London to
Brighton the first Sunday in November.
So his local connection comes full
circle.

He installed electricity at Broomhills in
1896 with a dynamo capable of lighting
1,000 16-candlepower lights. His
interest in railways (he was a Director of
the South East and Chatham Railway)
led him to invent and patent an early
form of track circuiting and automatic
signalling system. A trial of the system
was undertaken on the Chemin du Fer
du Nord, courtesy of another friend, the

Sir David Lionel’s only son, David
Reginald, was killed during the First
World War. So, when Sir David Lionel
died on 19 April 1925, Broomhills
passed to his daughter (one of four),
Vera Bryce Salomons. In 1938 she
gave the house, contents and grounds
to Kent County Council for public use.
For many years it was used by the
Health Service as a convalescent home,
training and conference centre, as well
as for administrative purposes. In 1998
it passed to what is now Canterbury
Christ Church University and has been
renamed ‘Salomons’ after the original
owner. Entrance to the grounds and
to parts of the property is free. The
Stables, Garage Block and Science
Theatre are generally open. In the house
are two rooms devoted to the Salomons
family. Amongst the very interesting
memorabilia is the very House of
Commons bench from which Sir David
illegally spoke. It was presented to
Sir David by the then Prime Minister,
Benjamin Disraeli, when the House was
refurbished.
But why is this pioneer of motor
transport with such local connections
not honoured by the Brighton & Hove
Bus and Coach Company? He has
certainly been recommended. After all, if
it wasn’t for the likes of Sir David Lionel
Salomons there might be no buses as
we know them.
Sir David at the controls of one of his
De Dion-Bouton motor tricycles.
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Sussex Friends of Israel
www.sussexfriendsofisrael.org

Israeli Youth Ambassadors
Help Brighton College
Students See Beyond The
Headlines

Youth Ambassadors at Brighton College, L to R
Yedida Jacobs, Charlotte Varela, Paz Ben-Nissan,
Will Amery.

Sussex Friends of Israel hosted two
visiting Israeli Youth Ambassadors
in November, as part of a national
UK speaker programme and in
association with Friends of Israel
Educational Foundation.
The two students, Yedida Jacobs and
Paz Ben-Nissan, both 17, have been
presenting an informative slide show
about Israel and their lives there as
teenagers. Yedida is from Jerusalem
and Paz is from Ramot Meir.
Before visiting Sussex, the pair had
spent time in London, Manchester
and Belfast, providing talks to a
variety of schools, churches and
community groups.
Yedida and Paz were invited to speak
to Upper Sixth students at Brighton
College, which was recently named
top co-educational school in England
by The Times newspaper.

included the current peace process,
living under the threat of missile
attack, the political landscape in
Israel and how the changes in Iran are
perceived in Israel.
Following the talk the youth
ambassadors were invited to observe
an A-level politics class, and were
then joined by members of the
Brighton College debating team for
lunch.
Master in charge of scholars, Mr
Joseph Skeaping, said, “I’d like to
thank Sussex Friends of Israel for
bringing such polite, well-informed
and engaging young people to
Brighton College today.
“The pupils have been buzzing about
the visit and have certainly seen a
different side to Israel to that which
is normally portrayed through the
media.
“They are now able to see beyond
the headlines and, just as importantly,
our pupils were also able to discuss
normal teenage things with their
Israeli counterparts.”
Special thanks to the Community
Renewal Fund, which made a
generous donation in support of
the visit in our community and to
Rabbi Zalman and Shterna Lewis for
accommodating the students.

Co-op Faces Local
Members’ Backlash Against
Israeli Boycott Policy

The visit included a personal tour
of the college and its impressive
grounds, before the PowerPoint
presentation, which took place in the
Dimbleby Lecture Room.
The presentation was superb, the
audience was very attentive, learning
what life is like for teens their own age
growing up in Israel with a friendly,
informative, amusing and interactive
slide show.
Following the presentation, questions
from a knowledgeable audience

9
factories in Israel, at the recent
Southern Regional meeting of Co-op
members.
The Sussex petition was one of more
than 20 separate petitions that have
been presented to the Co-op so
far, from as far afield as Belfast and
Bournemouth, with Brighton adding
to the more than 5000 shoppers who
have signed petitions. Many more are
being organised across the country.
The petition campaign is a response
to the decision by the Co-op Group
Board in 2012 to boycott goods from
four Israeli companies on the grounds
that they may source some of their
produce from the Israeli-administered
areas of Judea and Samaria.
The Co-op does not boycott any
other country in this way. It trades
happily with many countries with
appalling human rights records. In
fact, among the Israeli companies the
Co-op has singled out for a boycott
is one that exports produce from
Palestinian farmers on the West Bank.
The vast majority of Co-op members
have never called for any boycott.
According to the latest news reports
the Co-op has enough financial
difficulties at present. It should not be
alienating thousands of its customers
by adopting one-sided, radical
policies on the Middle East.
Sussex Friends of Israel Director,
Neil Duncanson, said, “The Coop’s boycott is out of step with the
opinion of many of its members, both
in Sussex and throughout the UK.
When it comes to Israel, the Co-op is
anything but co-operative.
“The Sussex Friends of Israel petition
was signed by South Coast residents
who declare the boycott is not in
their name. It calls upon the Co-op
to bring Israelis and Palestinians
closer together through trade and
co-operation, not drive them apart by
boycotts. As the latest spike in UKIsrael trade figures amply illustrates,
boycotts simply don’t work.

Sussex Friends of Israel presented a
petition with more than 200 names
of shoppers who are opposed to
the Co-op’s trade boycott of four

“Coincidentally, two days after the
meeting, the chairman of the Co-op
Board, Len Wardle, who sat on the
issue 236 | december 2013

10

Sussex Friends of Israel
www.sussexfriendsofisrael.org

top table at the company’s Southern
Regional Meeting, announced he was
stepping down from his position in
the new year. We hope the incoming
chairman will be more supportive of
Israel and that he will build bridges,
not barriers, to trade and peace in the
region.
“Until that happens, if it’s the truth
you want to hear about Israel, shop
somewhere else”.
After a decade of pressure from antiIsrael BDS (Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions) activists, the Co-op Group
Board decided in May 2012 that,
going forward, they would no longer
engage with any supplier of produce
known to be sourcing from the Israeli
settlements in the West Bank.
This means boycotting all the produce
from those companies, wherever it
comes from. The decision by Co-op
has had an impact on four suppliers,
and circa £350,000 of trade. The
four affected suppliers are Agrexco,
Arava Export Growers, AdaFresh and
Mehadrin.

Do you ‘Like’
Sussex Friends
of Israel on
Facebook?
More than 2000 people have now
liked the SFI Facebook page, so
thank you to everyone in Sussex and
far beyond who has contributed to
the site’s success.
With friends from as far afield as
Israel, Australia and Bognor, the reach
of the site continues to grow and
grow.

Pint-sized Pony too small for the mounted branch

Highlights this month have included
the ever popular roving reporter
video clips and the still images of
the continuing counter protest at
Ecostream.
The appearance of a yellow anti-Israel
BDS sticker on some dates from
Judea and Samaria in a Tesco store in
the Republic of Ireland also generated
considerable interest with more than
10,000 views of the page.
It would be difficult to beat that, but
then this is Brighton, with an eclectic
and sometimes eccentric mix of
characters and animals, horses to be
precise.
During a regular Saturday counter
protest on Western Road, Dougal the
pony walked past Ecostream with his
owner Daisy, bringing proceedings to
an abrupt and welcome halt.
Dougal and Daisy were drumming up
support for the Three Greys Riding
School, and stopped for a while to
say hello to SFI supporters.
And to cap it all, Dougal got to
wear a police helmet for his trouble.
Sadly, while height restrictions have
been removed from Police officer
recruitment, it’s not the same for
horses, so Dougal will need a hand or
two to reach the minimum standard
required to become a mounted bobby
on the Brighton beat.
Check out Dougal and his friends at
www.3greys.co.uk

Mike Weatherley Meets Our
Young Ambassadors
Mike Weatherley, the Conservative
Member of Parliament for Hove and
Portslade, took time out of his busy
schedule to meet Paz Ben-Nissan
and Yedida Jacobs, the two visiting
Israeli Youth ambassadors, at his
constituency office in Hove. Paz and
Yedida share a keen interest in Israeli
politics, which forms part of their
community presentation. In particular
they talk about the Knesset and the
proportional representation electoral
system in Israel.

It is evident that Mike is very
knowledgeable about the Middle
East, having travelled throughout
Israel on an official trip with the
Conservative Friends of Israel. He
took time to explain the local and
national political landscape, the
importance of funding for local and
national government and particularly,
who holds sway over the purse
strings.
He has recently joined the new AllParty Parliamentary Group (APPG)
on British Jews, so this meeting
provided an excellent opportunity
to explain to the Israeli visitors more
about the group as well as the wider
political landscape in the UK. The
APPG on British Jews is set to launch
when Parliament returns from the
conference recess in October. The
Board of Deputies will serve as the
secretariat for the new group.
As part of his role as an MP, Mike
explained that he has a number of
engagements at local schools within
his constituency. He is interested in
the programme and the schools and
colleges that had welcomed Paz and
Yedida, with a special mention for
Blatchington Mill.
We are grateful to Mike for sparing
some time to talk to our young
ambassadors and for providing
such an interesting perspective on
UK politics, especially local issues
affecting residents in Sussex.

Ecostream Protest Provides
Surprising Debating
Opportunity
As luck, or is it bad luck (?), would
have it, Paz and Yedida, our visiting
Israeli Young Ambassadors came
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face to face with the anti-Israel
Boycott Divestment and Sanctions,
(BDS) protesters during a scheduled
visit to learn more about Ecostream,
Brighton’s eco-friendly store, in the
country’s greenest city.

Yedida Jacobs said, “We want to
thank Steve and his staff for his time:
it was really helpful to learn about the
store and the links it has, not only with
Israel but also with the local dry food
producers in Sussex.
“We were really surprised when
the protesters arrived during our
tour of the store, and it gave us the
opportunity to actually challenge the
things they were saying about our
homeland.

The Ecostream story began in
February 2012, with the idea of
opening a store focused on reusing
containers and offering everyday
produce without the packaging. Store
manager Steve Bannatyne has led the
shop’s development and continuously
expanding product range since it
opened on Western Road more than
15 months ago.
Steve kindly invited our two students
for a personal tour of the shop along
with his comprehensive explanation
of its green credentials and locally
supplied produce. At the same time
he was able to explain a little of the
background around the protests and
at that moment eight of the anti-Israel
protesters arrived. They were in for a
surprise.
Armed with their knowledge of Israel,
a strong education and international
competition- winning debating skills,
Paz and Yedida decided they wanted
to enter the fray and together forged
a tag team to question the BDS
supporters.
By speaking from a position of
knowledge and strength they were
able to explode numerous myths
posited by the BDS supporters, but
perhaps the most telling point of
the dialogue was the identification
of factual errors, specific events in
history that were simply wrong, in the
BDS literature.

“It was quite a shock to read the
mistakes in the literature. Paz and I
have been debating the politics and
history of Israel and only yesterday
morning spoke at Blatchington Mill
school on this very subject, so things
like the Six Day War were very fresh
in our minds but not so fresh in
the minds of the people who were
campaigning against the store and
Israel.”
This new tactic of ad hoc protests,
rather than on every Saturday
afternoon, is becoming more and
more common. This time the BDS
were in for a surprise, as they came
up against young Israelis who know
their country and the prejudices it
faces and who were prepared to
speak about it. They were more than a
match for the protesters.

Thank You From Blatch6
Thank you so much for the
presentation that you provided. Both
students and staff were impressed
with the student presenters. They
were accomplished and relaxed, and
I felt they were clearly passionate in
their aims for the talk and they came
across very well in everything they
said.
I have talked to many of our students
and they said how much they
enjoyed the talk. I fully believe it was
a valuable session and would very
much like to invite your organisation
back in the future.
Matt Greville
Sixth Form Manager
Blatchington Mill

Where are the Israelis?
by Brian Megitt

In the aftermath of the devastating
typhoon Haiyan, the general
impression given by the BBC,
reporting from the Philippines, is that
the USA, some European countries
and the UK are all providing aid,
support and help of one sort or
another.
What of Israel? The British media has
made little or no mention of Israel’s
response to this natural phenomenon.
So with some help from the internet
and the Israeli media, I went off in
search of news. It appears that Israel
was one of the first countries to
provide anything at all.
After the typhoon had struck and the
extent of the damage was becoming
clear, Israel sent a team to assess
what help could be provided. On
Wednesday 13 November a team
of 148 search, rescue and medical
professionals from the IDF plus 100
tons of supplies and a field hospital
landed in the Philippines.
The field hospital, operated by
IDF doctors, nurses, paramedics,
pharmacists, mental health
professionals, X-ray technicians
and lab workers, is able to treat 500
people at a time. It includes an X-ray
room, a children’s department, an
ambulatory care unit and maternity
facilities. The latter came in very
useful on Friday 15 November when
the first baby was born. The mother
named the boy Israel.
The IDF will also be helping to restore
infrastructure, as it will be providing
electricians and other professionals.
Defence Minister Moshe Ya’alon
spoke with his Filipino counterpart,
Voltaire Gazmin, on Friday, saying
that it was Israel’s “moral obligation”
to help the Philippines in the wake of
the typhoon, which killed thousands
of people earlier this week and
has left the island nation with a
humanitarian crisis.
“Our two nations share a trusting
relationship, and in these moments
we see it in action,” Ya’alon told
Gazmin.
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Fallout following Co-op members meeting
Readers of SJN may remember
that Katie Lyons wrote to the Coop last year: here is the latest
correspondence with the Co-op (an
open letter sent on 29 October 2013
to Euan Sutherland, Group Chief
Executive of the Co-operative Group,
regarding the Sussex Area Members’
Meeting held in Brighton on 17
October 2013). At the time of going to
press it remains unanswered.
I am writing to bring to your attention
some serious matters that arose at
the above meeting.

Point of Order
I raised an amendment to the
2012 minutes – point 13. Shirley
Huberman asked a question. Here’s
the transcript of her question from
my minutes: “The Coop’s boycott
isn’t ethical and isn’t just. Palestinian
trade unions are urging people not to
boycott as it is hurting Palestinians
– the very people the boycotts are
supposed to help. They have been/
are/will be losing jobs.” She received
a huge round of applause.
This was recorded in your minutes
as follows: “The boycott of occupied
territories is not ethical and open
– trade unions in the territories do
not support it.” I requested that this
be amended as follows: 1) remove
“occupied territories” or change it
to “disputed territories”; 2) change
“open” to “just” and 3) insert
“Palestinian” before “trade unions”.
The reasons for these changes were
not nit-picking nor timewasting but
because the omission, addition and
changes, significantly affected the
meaning of the original question.
The Co-op panel told me that the
minutes were not intended to be a
verbatim record, merely encapsulate
the spirit of what was said. Clearly
in this case they did not capture the
spirit as the record had been subtly
but significantly skewed by the
changes that had been made to the
actual question.
The Chair, Sue Smith then put it to
a vote. Although I’m somewhat at
a loss to understand how a room

of people, many of whom hadn’t
attended the 2012 meeting, could
have an opinion on the accuracy of
the previous meeting’s minutes and
be able to confirm that they reflected
a true record.
The vote was close. However, the
Chair, without counting the votes,
said there were more in favour of
not making the change therefore the
minutes stood.
An independent gentleman then
raised this matter as a point of order
and was swiftly interrupted and shut
down.
Procedurally I found this quite
astonishing. As you will be aware,
a point of order must be resolved
before a meeting may proceed.
Please let me know how you intend to
remedy this situation and correct the
inaccurate record of the meeting.

Discrepency between Coop’s vision and values and
actual event shutting down of
questions
The glossy literature sent out by the
Coop prior to the meeting said “It’s
good to talk and we’ve been listening
to what our members want for 150
years”, along with “Attend a meeting
and have your opinions heard loud
and clear”. Sadly, the reality of what
was delivered at the meeting could
not have been further from this.
First, my amendments to the previous
year’s minutes were disallowed in a
procedurally unsound manner.
Secondly, a gentleman who raised a
valid point of order had his objection
summarily dismissed.
Thirdly, another man raising a
question about banking had the
microphone switched off whilst he
was speaking.
Fourthly, a lady at the front, asking
a question about whether the Coop was measuring the impact of its
settlement boycott on Palestinian
farmers, was told by the Chair, Sue
Smith, in what seemed to me to be

the rudest most patronising manner,
“No, we’ve already said we’re not
having any more questions about
this. You’re not the only people in
this meeting”. At this point, we’d had
numerous questions about banking,
pharmacy and various other matters
so I struggled to see how the meeting
had been “monopolised” by the Israel
issue. It was in fact only the second
question on this matter to be raised.
The lady said “Have the decency to
let me speak,” to which Sue Smith
said “No,” and then another audience
member shouted, “Let her speak,”
at which point Sue went “Ughh” and
then snapped, “One question – are
we measuring the impact and that’s
it”. Sue Smith then said, “No we’re
not measuring because we’re not
boycotting”. I found this interesting as
you clearly are in fact boycotting four
Israeli companies. So not only did the
Co-op manage to re-write history in
the minutes, your Chair also denied
that your boycott of Israeli settlement
products was taking place.
In summary, there appears to be a
chasm between the Co-op’s vision
and values and what was delivered at
this meeting. Several Co-op members
left the meeting extremely upset
having felt that they were silenced,
marginalised, ridiculed and ignored.
Was that the intention from the start?
Let me remind you that on your
corporate website, your vision and
values refer to “our co-operative
values”:
Self-responsibility – we take
responsibility for, and answer to our
actions.
Discrepancy: at the meeting you
denied your boycott policy existed.
Democracy – we give our members a
say in the way we run our businesses.
Discrepancy: at the meeting
you denied Israel supporters the
opportunity to voice concerns.
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Equity – we carry out our business in
a way that is fair and unbiased.
Discrepancy: you apply “ethical”
standards on Israel but fail to apply
these to all countries with disputed
territories or alleged human rights
violations.
Solidarity – we share interests and
common purposes with our members
and other co-operatives.
Discrepancy: you’ve turned your
backs on Palestinian trade unions
that have urged you not to boycott
as it penalises the very people you’re
“trying” to help.
Openness – nobody’s perfect, and we
won’t hide it when we’re not.
Discrepancy: the meeting I attended
was appalling both procedurally and
ethically. Unless the errors are put
right, then quite frankly you can rip
up this “ethic” as you have failed to
come close.
Honesty – we are honest about what
we do and the way we do it.
Discrepancy: denial of a boycott
isn’t honest – nor is shutting down
the raising of valid concerns from
members.
Concern for community – cooperatives also work to improve and
develop the community, both locally
and internationally.
Discrepancy: boycotts are antipeace and destructive. To deliver
on this ethic you should engage in
dialogue with Israeli and Palestinian
trade unions and Israeli supporters
in the UK to devise a strategy that is
constructive and conducive to peace.

Future Engagement
I believe that, in principle, the
Cooperative Group should be
commended for its ethical values – a
refreshing stance in stark contrast
to many of today’s tax avoiding,
profiteering corporates. However,
I also believe that the Co-op has
behaved naively in respect of the
territories boycott, allowing it to be
manipulated by a small but vocal,
organised and well-funded group
(BDS/PSC or similar).
Whilst I understand the Co-op’s
position is based on perhaps
questionable UN Resolutions, the UN
itself is fundamentally flawed, biased
and often politically rather than
morally motivated.
The Guardian added context in the
quote from Abba Eban that “if Algeria
introduced a resolution declaring that
the earth was flat and that Israel had
flattened it, it would pass by a vote of
164 to 13 with 26 abstentions”.
This makes the Co-op’s boycott
potentially unsound. Further, the
partial boycott is the thin edge of
the wedge. The BDS movement
view the boycott as a victory and
will continue to push to increase it
to the whole of Israel and use the
dangerous precedent set by the Coop to pressurise other retailers into
doing the same. Therefore, whilst
I am grateful that the Co-op didn’t
exercise a total ban on Israel, I feel
the settlement ban is dangerous and
should not be left unchallenged.

In summary, I believe that the Coop’s position on settlement goods
is flawed and wrong for a number of
reasons. First, it’s based on directives
from the UN, an organisation that is
fundamentally biased and politically,
not morally, motivated. Secondly,
it is inconsistent. If the criterion for
boycotting is alleged human rights
violations and/or annexed territory
there are many other countries (such
as Turkish Cyprus, Gibraltar, Syria,
Burma, Tibet, China, Saudi, Qatar,
etc.) and territories (Portuguese India,
Sikkim, Ogaden, Rockall, East Timor,
Kuwait etc.) that should be subject
to boycott by the Co-op. Thirdly and
most importantly, boycotts are the
antithesis of dialogue, cooperation,
and developing peaceful ties
between Israelis and Palestinians.
This is especially relevant when
one considers that Israelis and
Palestinians are currently engaged
in peace talks (something that
wasn’t taking place at the time
of your decision). This change of
circumstance alone warrants a review
of your policy.
For all of these reasons, I urge you to
reconsider your policy. I look forward
to your immediate and personal
response. Any delay, or delegation of
a response to this letter by customer
services sending out a standard
response will only further negatively
impact the Co-op’s goodwill.

MARTIN GROSS
Funeral Director and
Funeral Consultant
to Jewish communities

01273 439792
07801 599771
07540 066566
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Fond memories of Fiddler on the
Roof
by Suchitra Chatterjee
In the 1970s I was a little girl who, like many little girls, loved to go to
the cinema. One of the films I remember seeing was the wonderful
1971 Fiddler on the Roof with Topol as Tevye the milkman.
By the time Fiddler on the Roof came to Jamaica, where I was
living at the time, it was about 1974 and it had to compete with the
extremely popular The Sound of Music, which was regularly shown at
the Harbour View Open Air Cinema.
But for my mother, Fiddler on the Roof was her all time favourite
musical; more than Hello Dolly or even Showboat. She saw it several
times before it moved onto pastures new and there was no one
happier than her when the VCR was invented and Fiddler on the Roof
was available at first to rent, then to buy.
I, too loved Fiddler on the Roof; I secretly wanted to be Chava
because she reminded me of my mother, in that she married the man
she loved even though he was not of her faith. My sister thought
Tzeitel was the best and we both had a passion for singing (out of
tune) the song Matchmaker, Matchmaker, as my father looked on
fondly, and my mother smiled a strained smile whilst praying that we
would never have the desire to become professional singers.
I never really gave my mother’s love of this film any thought whilst I
was growing up. After all, it was just a musical, with lots of laughter

and tears in it. Like any other musical, in fact. But now I wonder if
there was something else in her fondness for Fiddler on the Roof.
Yes, it was a musical but it was also a musical that told the story of
love, loss, pogroms, religious intolerance and love beyond faith. Was
this the reason she loved it so much? Because, in an odd sort of way,
was it telling some of her own family story?
A story of assimilation rather than integration, of a family who fled
its homeland to find safety in a strange land, leaving behind loved
ones that they would never see again; of being raised in the Church
of England but still holding onto fragments of a forgotten faith/life in
words, food and stories, of marrying out and wondering about their
own children’s futures in a world still filled with hate towards a secret
past.
Some members of my family think that I put too much store in small
things rather than the big things in life but I think that sometimes the
small things can tell a far bigger story. Like the expression on my
mother’s face when she listens to the Sabbath Prayer song, or the
smile on her face when she watches the scene where Tevye is trying
to convince his wife Golde to let Tzeitel marry Motel the Tailor, it is as
if someone is tapping on her shoulder, saying, “Look, look, this could
have been your life if things had been different.”
Fiddler on the Roof, when all is said and done, is a glorious musical.
It is funny, moving, heart-breaking and beautifully told. I am really
glad it is coming to Crawley and I really wish I could take my mother
to see it one more time. Sometimes old feelings and memories
should never be forgotten. After all, learning from the past can help
us make a better future for our loved ones.

Brighton Choreographer marks 20 years of work
by Yael Breuer
On the occasion of her 20th anniversary as a dance choreographer, Brighton resident Yael Flexer has created a new
piece of work entitled Weightless, which premiered in the UK and is now touring the UK and internationally until
summer 2014.
The performance includes dance, music and text. For this work Yael has strengthened her relationship with longterm collaborator and husband, Nic Sandiland, who will be developing a sound installation as part of the live
performance. She also brings together an exciting team of international collaborators including Israeli cellist Karni
Postel.
For details of performance dates, etc, please click on
www.flexerandsandiland.com

Dancer George Adams - Image by Chris Nash
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A double bill to end the year
The Sussex Jewish Film Club at Ralli Hall
invites you to its last evening for 2013: a double
bill on Sunday 8th December, 7 for 7.30pm as
usual. We’re always pleased to see new faces
at these screenings - as well as those who’ve
been before of course. Non-members welcome
with a small donation on the door (free for
students) and you can bring your non-Jewish
friends too!
We’re starting the evening with THE BESPOKE OVERCOAT (UK,
33 mins), winner of an
Academy Award. This is
Jack Clayton’s classic
short film of a play by Wolf
Mankowitz, itself based
on a story by Gogol but
with the action transferred
from Russia to London’s
East End and focused
on impoverished Jews

Jewish Arts Society
The Jewish Arts Society meets in the Studio at Ralli Hall on a
Tuesday evening, under the guidance of their tutor Rochelle
Oberman. Members are seen here sporting their ‘artists’ berets’.

15
working in the clothing trade. David Kossoff and Alfie Bass star.
The story is about a lowly clerk at a clothing manufacturers’
warehouse who desperately wants an overcoat of his own. His
tailor friend agrees to make him one - but will he survive the cold
before it is finished?
Then as a
complete
contrast, have an
end of year giggle
with HISTORY
OF THE WORLD
PART 1 (USA,
88 mins). This
is Mel Brooks’
spoof of great
moments in history, from the dawn of humanity through to the
French Revolution - featuring his usual satirical, madcap humour.
The film is narrated by Orson Welles and mimics several historical
Hollywood epics. Its most famous scene features Moses coming
down from Mount Sinai. Expect something funny, vulgar and with
outrageous comic situations and silly jokes. Lots of fun!
We hope to welcome you there.

My Parents’ Bench –
Hove Promenade, England
A poem by Deanna Samuels
In memory of Billie and Joe Levine

Back row: Sidney Levine, Ronnie Bloom, Norman Pearl, Joe Davis
Front row: Beryl Sharpe, Pat Moss, Anne Crook, Natalie
Wrightman. Inset: Doris Levinson

As I sat motionless on my parents’ bench
Pondering, gazing peacefully far out to sea
Sweet memories soon crowded into my head
Of all the wonderful halcyon, golden days
When they had sat happily on Hove Promenade.
Completely enjoying the views and bracing sea air
Watching canoes bobbing, fishing boats and ships sail by
Seeing the glee of day trippers having fun at the seaside
Pouring steaming hot tea from flasks at the beach hut
Spending many a happy hour with family and friends.
People-watching; another of their favourite pastimes
Looking out to see who might be passing nearby
Waving to join them for those whom they knew
Relaxing, staring out at the constant moving water
Forever slurping, slipping up upon the beach
High tides and low tides, they had seen them all
Now Mum and Dad have long gone on their way
But the ebbs and the highs continue every day
Sunshine or cloud the sea flows onto the shore
Splashing and gurgling over smooth pebbles galore
Today, their memorial bench lovingly bears their names
Located near Medina Terrace on King’s Esplanade
Inviting those who are tired, who are passing by
To stop a while, share what Mum and Dad adored
Just to sit and rest and enjoy the views and sea air
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Building Community
by Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah

The lights of Chanukah remind
us of our responsibility to nourish
and nurture Jewish life. So, how
will we to go about doing this after
the festival ends? That question
becomes particularly pertinent with
Christmas on the horizon. What do
we do about Christmas? Treat it as
a national bank holiday, and have
the day off? Take the opportunity
to get together with friends and
family? Ignore it?
For more than 30 years now, it has
been possible for British Jews to
participate in a Jewish alternative
to Christmas. Occupying several
days over the Christmas period,
this alternative is so Jewish, that
December 25th actually passes
without anybody noticing. I’m
talking, of course, about Limmud,
the annual Jewish education
conference, which currently attracts
over 2000 participants. After the
pre-conference Shabbat, Limmud
begins this year on December

Twitter@BHPS2011

22nd and ends on the 26th – and
once again, the programme will be
packed with study and discussion
opportunities.
Limmud gives Jews something else
to do over Christmas – but its value
extends way beyond providing us
with an alternative activity. Limmud
has revitalised adult Jewish learning
in this country, and its success has
demonstrated that Jews are hungry
to study our Jewish heritage and to
think Jewishly about contemporary
issues. And so, the Limmud
enterprise has expanded to include
an annual summer learning fest,
as well as day Limmud gatherings
up and down the land – including
Brighton.
Limmud has also achieved
something else: it has created a
space for Jews to come together
across the denominational
spectrum. In a sense, Limmud
has become an alternative Jewish
community – an alternative to the
mainstream Jewish world, in which
communal divisions are strictly

maintained. It is no surprise that so
many of the younger generation,
turned off by this atmosphere
of sectarianism, have turned to
Limmud, eager to embrace the
opportunity to participate in Jewish
learning in a pluralist context, where
there are no barriers to exploration.
The vitality and viability of Jewish
life depends on Jews engaging
with our Jewish inheritance and
generating a vibrant Jewish
community. It is for this reason
that, inspired by Limmud, a group
of individuals from all the local
synagogues, got together to create
Sussex Lishmah, which has already
held three learning programmes,
involving 14 evenings of crosscommunal study, since its launch in
May 2012. Lishmah, means ‘for its
own sake’. Jewish learning for its
own sake is the highest value. But
there is also another value at work
in this initiative: the value of building
community – for the sake of Jewish
life today, and for the sake of the
future.

Inter-community Quiz Night with Fish and Chip Supper
Sunday 19th January at the home of Sandra and Cliff Walker

Now in its fifth year, the Cyberquiz is an interactive and fun quiz evening. The teams in Brighton will be answering
questions in competition with each other, as well as with teams from other Jewish communities in the UK and abroad.

The questions are set by members of South Bucks Progressive Synagogue, who are the central co-ordinators. Our results
will be emailed to the organisers at South Bucks, who will collate the results and give us feedback about our position
versus the other congregations.
Tickets cost £15 and include a fish and chip supper at the home of Sandra and Cliff Walker.
Please reserve your place early as numbers are strictly limited.
Make up your own team of 8 people or join with others on the night.

Please ring the office on 01273 737223 to reserve your place.

issue 236 | december 2013

17

BHHC

Rabbi Hershel Rader

Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855 Email: office@bhhc-shul.org www.webjam.com/bhhc10

Tevye, brisket and Jewish
education: Tradition!
by David Seidel

Chanukah, like every Jewish festival, is
filled with its traditions, even beginning
with the way we light candles. Instead
of starting with eight lights and ending
up with one, it is now agreed that we
begin with one candle and finishing
with a full chanukiah on the eighth day.
Then there are latkes, the donuts, the
gifts, and the dreidels even though
these were not around at the time of the
Maccabees. So where do traditions
come from? Often they come from
following good thought and sometimes
they derive from the accidental.
For example, I have just seen Fiddler On
The Roof at The Hawth in Crawley and
this reminded me of something I read
many years ago, a case of finding the
silver lining in the dark cloud that began
a tradition of sorts.
On the one hand, the first Tevye was the
late and great comic actor Zero Mostel.

He performed the role on Broadway
about a decade before the film. What
made Mostel’s performance so powerful
was how, when Tevye would get
wound up at events in his family and
in the village of Anatevka, he would
be shaking until the pique got so great
that he had to sit down. This controlled
anger was so mesmerising that almost
all actors who have portrayed Tevye
since do it like Zero.
On the other hand, according to the
biography by Jared K Brown, when
he was cast as Tevye, Mostel was
recovering from a serious leg injury
after being hit by a bus. He was sitting
down because his leg could not endure
the physical requirements. In adapting
the role to his body’s needs, Zero
struck acting gold and, in the process,
established a performance tradition that
has continued for over fifty years.
On the other hand, it should not be that
every future Tevye will slavishly follow
Mostel’s approach to the role. Zero was
a larger than life persona – physically
and mentally – and what worked for him
may not work for others. Prospective
dairy men (and their directors) should
be looking to the role for what works
for him, the show and hopefully what
should work for the audience and
decide whether the tradition should be
followed. Otherwise, they will become
the protagonist of the joke about the
young woman who tries to make the
traditional family brisket like her mother
who learned the recipe from her mother.
The younger generations eventually

Something for Chanukah:
In Canada the donut is often
thought of as the unofficial
national food. Donuts are sold
at every intersection and rest
stop, celebrated in song and
story as symbols of Canadian
identity. But there is more to
the donut.
In this study Steve Penfold
puts the humble donut in
its historical context. He
examines the history of the
donut in light of broader
social, economic, and
cultural issues, and uses the
donut as a window onto key
developments in the twentiethcentury such as the growth of
a ‘consumer society,’ the relationship between big business
and community, competition and finding market principles
that are analogous to today’s online marketing.

learn, to their chagrin, that the real
reason why a piece of the raw brisket
was cut off and thrown away was to
make the meat fit in a roasting pot.
Sometimes you run out of other hands.
Pesach is a festival that devotes itself
to traditions with each seder being an
exercise in Jewish education. However,
every festival – including Chanukah
– should present to us opportunities
for Jewish education. What we do
is important but why we do is even
more so, from the accepted biblical
and cultural traditions to our own
family ones. The directive from Moshe
Rabeinu to teach our children about
our history – the foundation for valuing
education – should not be restricted to
one time of the year.
So spin a dreidel and eat a latke (donuts
were not a traditional Chanukah food
when I was growing up in Canada). My
children will do so and get little trinkets
each of the eight days. But more
importantly, they will be reminded why.

Based on a wide range of sources, from commercial and
government reports to personal interviews, The Donut is
a comprehensive and fascinating book that offers original
insights on consumer culture and mass consumption.

Coming soon:

Maleva Malka
11 January 2014
For more information, please email
office@bhhc-shul.org or ring
Rabbi Hershel on 01273 888855.
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Lewis Allen Reed z’’l (19422013)
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo

I am a fan of Lou Reed. I loved his
music, I liked his New York accent and I
enjoyed reading the lyrics of his songs.
The fact that Lou Reed was Jewish
was never particularly surprising to
me. It was just part of his identity and
probably a source of his inspiration.
He was a Jewish New Yorker and this
identity inspired him to create a very
good album called, “New York”.
It is the most political album of Lou
Reed’s career. For example, there is a
long rant against George Bush, in the
song called “Strawman”; and also a
very caustic song about a Jewish topic,
called “Good Evening Mr Waldheim”.
Kurt Waldheim, as you probably recall,
was an Austrian politician and diplomat,
whose Nazi past had came into surface
in the 1980s. In such a song, Lou Reed
imagines a meeting between him and
Jesse Jackson, an Afro-American
Democrat, who at the same time was

building a political alliance (called
“Common Ground”) with the well known
anti-Semitic preacher, Louis Farrakhan.
Lou Reed does not mince words in
addressing that imaginary meeting. He
challenges Jesse by asking, “Common
ground, does that include the P.L.O?
If I ran for president and once was
a member of the Klan, wouldn’t you
call me on it, the way I call you on
Farrakhan?”
Now, this connection between the Ku
Klux Klan and the name of the Muslim
preacher is blunt. It is the charge of
anti-Semitism against the Palestinian
leadership; which to my mind is well
grounded, but that’s for another article.
In such a viscerally Jewish song, with
such an anthem against anti-Semites
of every kind, Jews and anti-Semitism
are not mentioned. This is really brave.
It is a blunt statement and in the very
face of those who constantly make a
distinction between anti-Zionism and
anti-Semitism. As if there was such a
big difference between an Arab terror
attack and a Ku Klux Klan lynching!

So as Lou Reed is laid to rest, I believe
the courage of this New York Jewish
artist can become, as we say, a blessing
and an inspiration for all of us.

Bulletin Board for December
Sunday 1st
Cheder & Kuddle Up Chanukah Party, 3 pm
Thursday 5th
Rosh Chodesh, 7.30 pm
Saturday 7th
Rabbi’s Shiur - Siddur Surgery, 9.00 am
Shabbat Doroteinu, 10.30 am
Sunday 8th
Kids’ club, 12.30 pm
Friday 13th
Shabbat Kolot, 6.30 pm
Saturday 14th
Rabbi’s Shiur - Pirkei Avot, 9.00 am
Shabbaton 10yrs+, 10.30 am
Havdala Service, 5.30 pm
Sunday 15th
Stone setting of Maurice Clepps, 2.30 pm
Tuesday 17th
Jewish Business Breakfast Club, 7.45 am
Sunday 29th
Stone setting of Clare Essex, 12.00 noon

‘We’re on your side’. Cards made by children in the BHRS Cheder and then presented to the store manager
at Eco Stream by Rabbi Andrea

Mike Weatherly with members of BHRS at Kiddush,
following his visit to the Shabbat morning service on 26
October 2013.

The community enjoying a Quiz night & Israeli Supper at BHRS
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The Jewish Historical Society of England
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The Anglo-Jewish Historical Exhibition of 1887 led
to the founding of the Jewish Historical Society of
England.
The very first meeting of the Society was held on
11 November 1893 when its President, Lucien Wolf,
gave a talk entitled: A Plea for Anglo Jewish History.
Lectures during that first year included: Hugh of
Lincoln; Menasseh ben Israel; Crypto Jews under the
Commonwealth.
Joseph Jacobs was a Vice President and Israel
Abrahams served as Hon Secretary together with
Lucien Wolf. These three were the leading Jewish
historians of Anglo Jewry at the close of the nineteenth
century.
Among the Council were equally well-known names:
Chief Rabbi Hermann Adler (who had succeeded his
father); Rabbi Dr Michael Friedlaender (Head of Jews
College); Rabbi Simeon Singer (of Siddur fame); Dr
Solomon Schechter (who later brought back from Cairo
thousands of Hebrew pages dating back centuries,
now referred to as Geniza); Israel Zangwill (novelist and
poet).

Janet’s Column

When I became a member, Cecil Roth (seven times
President) was at the height of his fame. To date,
forty-four volumes of transactions, now called Jewish
Historical Studies, have been published. They are a
treasure trove of information on all aspects of AngloJewish history – from pre-expulsion England (10661290); through the middle period (1290-1655) when no
professing Jews were allowed to be in the country; to
the period of re-settlement under Oliver Cromwell and
Charles the Second; to life in Hanoverian, Georgian,
and Victorian Britain, and on to modern times.
There are now branch societies in the provinces –
including our own in Brighton and Hove – and one in
Israel.
The motto of the Jewish Historical Society is a
quotation from Devarim (Deuteronomy), chapter thirty
two, verse seven:- Zhor Ymot Olam – Remember the
Days of Old.
In wishing the current President, Dr Piet Van Boxel
mazel tov on the Society’s one hundred and twentieth
birthday. May it go from strength to strength in the
years ahead.

OOPs! I missed last month’s deadline - I just lost
touch with the date, what with the yom tovim going on
forever, and then I went away for a few days. But here
I am again.

peace to Ireland! Our kiddushim were of course superb,
beautifully decorated with orange and green flags and
serviettes etc. and an abundance of both liquid and
edible refreshments. On behalf of our community many thanks to the Sharpe and Silver families, together
with Michele and her Kiddush team, for a great Simchat
Torah.

Back to yom tov, and especially to Simchat Torah - Mef
Sharpe and Arthur Silver were our Chatannim - one
from the north and one from the south (of Ireland) - and
if they can bring the community together as they did in
Shul - the singing, dancing and humour throughout the
shul services, both Mef and Arthur would surely bring

So, Chanukah is here once again but as I do not make
my own latkes or doughnuts, I am not giving you the
recipes - I just wish you all good health over the coming
months and just remember, in a few weeks’ time, it will
be the shortest day of the year, so Spring will not be far
behind - and Pesach will be upon us once more.

by Janet Cowan

Somewhere in the attic is a boxful of photographs
from the past, cherished memories of family &
friends. Bring them all to life again by having them
scanned, colour corrected and presented on a CD
or DVD to view on your computer or TV.
Prints, negatives or colour slides, all formats.
I can restore old & scratched photos.
Perfect for anniversaries or birthdays, your entire
family history as one slideshow.

Please call Anand on 07765 480746
for further details.
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What’s on: December 2013

Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
Email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
COMMUNITY EVENTS – IMPORTANT REMINDER:

Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events!
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Shabbat Shalom – Brighton Times

Regular Activities

In		

Light Candles

Out		

Havdalah

Sundays

Fri 6			
Fri 13		
Fri 20		
Fri 27		

3.38 pm		
3.37 pm		
3.38 pm		
3.42 pm		

Sat 7		
Sat 14		
Sat 21		
Sat 28		

4.52 pm
4.52 pm
4.54 pm
4.56 pm



NOTABLE DATES
Chanukah continues 1st to 4th December (5th to 8th candles)

Events in December
Sunday 1



Chanukah Brunch 11.30 am - 12.30 pm, Hyman Fine House, Burlington
Street, Brighton
Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation Chanukah Party 3.00 – 5.00 pm,
WRVS Centre, Eastbourne

Wednesday 4


JACS with guest speaker Rabbi Andrea Zanardo on A Yiddishe Momma:
the world of Jewish women in Italy during the early modern era. AJEX
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove, 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 nonmembers



Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation Afternoon Tea 3.00 – 5.00 pm,
Library Room, Cavendish Hotel, Eastbourne

Sunday 8





Zionist Federation and Sussex Friends of Israel Advocacy Day for more
information please email office@zfuk.org
Sussex Jewish Film Club presents ‘The Bespoke Overcoat’ and ‘The
History of the World Part 1’ at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove 7.00 for
7.30 pm
Sussex Jewish News – submission deadline for the January issue.
Send your articles, thoughts, photos and announcements to
sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com

Wednesday 11


JACS no meeting

Sunday 15


Helping Hands Chanukah Tea AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove,
2.30 - 4.30 pm

Monday 16


SARID Chanukah Party Ralli Hall, 10.45 am. £1.50. Refreshments.
Tel: 020 8385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk

Wednesday 18


JACS with Mark Perry-Nash on The King’s (Henry VIII) Great Matter.
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove, 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 nonmembers

Friday 20


Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation Friday Night Service followed by
fish & chips supper, WRVS Centre, Eastbourne

Wednesday 25


JACS no meeting

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread available
weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch Brighton from Premier
Convenience Stores in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)
Please be sure to reserve your order so that we know how
many to supply. Orders can be collected on Thursdays or
Fridays.

Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels
welcome. Tel: Adam on 07720 598087

Mondays
Discover, Play and Dance! New Torah Montessori Playgroup for

0-2 year olds. 10.00 am to 12.00 noon. Tel Penina on 01273
328675 or email torahacademy@btconnect.com
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Efune 12.30 - 1.30 pm at the

Brighton Hillel Centre, 67 Middle Street, Brighton Tel: 01273
321919
Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444

484839
Rubber and Duplicate Bridge with afternoon tea £4.00 + £1.00

extra for transport (if required) 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall.
Tel: Reba 01444 484839
Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune - Men only 8.15

pm at Chabad House 01273 321919
Tanya (Kabbalah) Learning Group with Penina Efune - Ladies

only 8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919
SARID (Association of Jewish Refugees) meets every 3rd

Monday of the month at 10.45 am, Ralli Hall. £1.50 Tel: 0208
385 3070 or email esther@ajr.co.uk
Tuesdays
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall
Singing4Pleasure Tel: Robert 01273 555089 or email:

singingforpleasure@hotmail.co.uk
Art in the studio with Martin 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall

JAS (Jewish Art Society) - Painting with Rochelle Studio at Ralli

Hall, 7.00 – 9.00 pm. Tel: 01273 503708
Israeli Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273

688538
Wednesdays
JACS at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2

members / £2.50 non-members
Art in the studio with Martin 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall

Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation monthly afternoon tea

at the Cavendish Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne at 3.00
pm – on the first Wednesday of every month
Thursdays
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Weekly

Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)
Ladies Who Learn 10.30 at Chabad House, 15 Upper Drive,

Hove 2.15 – 4.00 pm, to include herbal teas and healthy
treats. All ladies welcome
Bridge at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad

House. Tel: 01273 321919
Fridays
Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Congregation service on the 4th

Friday of each month, WVRS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne,
6.00 pm
Kuddle Up Shabbat parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo

and her guitar 10.00 am – 12 noon Ajex Centre
Saturdays
Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation Shabbat services at 22

Susans Road, Eastbourne, 10.00 am. Contact 01323 484135
or 07739 082538
Stand Up for Israel at Ecostream, Western Road, Brighton,

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm
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