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It was wonderful to see the Brighton 
and Hove Jewish community at its 
best!

We witnessed a Town Hall filled 
to capacity with partying people 
who enjoyed themselves and 
simultaneously demonstrated 
solidarity with Israel. It was a 
great festive occasion. There was 
a coming together of all sections 
of the community and it provided 
evidence that the underlying 
strength, which reached its peak 
of expression at the time of the Six 
Day War, is still there.

We are indebted to the hard-
working team that made this 
possible. They showed us what can 
be done with a bit of enthusiasm 
and application.

Every group of people has its 
‘cup is half empty’ pessimists for 
whom nothing is perfect. Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut was proof that our 
cup is overflowing. It was a pity for 
those who were unable to come to 
the party. But the good news is that 
you belong to a vibrant community 
which looks forward to including 
you at its next Big Bash.
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are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers are •	
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To ensure that we receive your submissions by email, please send them ONLY 
to sjneditor@sussexjewishnews.com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their 
consideration for publication. To assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be 
in Word format using Times New Roman as a font. Receipt of submissions may not 
be acknowledged, unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up 
entirely of volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.
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your news
Births
•���Mazel tov to Paulina & Paul Bass on the safe arrival of a 

grandson in Israel. Mazel tov also to great-grandparents 
Rose Ani and Alan Bass.

•���Mazel tov to Renee Luper on the birth of her great-
grandson Noah Joseph.

Birthdays
Mazel tov to Barry Ackerman, Rose Ani, Joe Benjamin (102), 
Cecilia Byrne, Roger Berlin, Rose Cannan, Alison Dollow, 
Alan Durban, Susan Elkin, Barbara Gordon, Ian Gordon, 
Adele List (99), Roland Moss (80), John Pigden, Marie 
Pinkin, Maureen Rice, Keren Shaw, Fausta Shelton, Maisie 
Shepheard, Vicki Symons, Warwick Winston on their special 
birthdays.

Weddings
The Wedding of Jodie Graham 
and Mark Sacks at Holland 
Road Shul on 7 April.

anniversaries 
•���Mazel tov to Angela and Joe 

Davis on their 40th (Ruby) 
wedding anniversary.

•��Mazel tov to Eleanor (Platt) 
and Freddy Lind on their 50th 
(Golden) wedding anniversary.

•��Mazel tov to Hazel and Joe 
Rubin on their 60th (Diamond) 
wedding anniversary. 

Get well 
We wish a refuah sheleimah to Anna Elliot, Sandra Barnett, 
Dennis Hollis, Willy Kuker, Mona Losner and everyone who is 
not well or in hospital at the present time.

Deaths 
•���We wish long life to the family of Kay Shaw z’l.
•���We wish long life to Evelyn & Jack Jacobs of the Bognor 

Regis & District Hebrew Congregation on the sudden loss 
of their son Michael z’l and to Bernard Jacobs on the loss 
of his brother.

your Views 
I think it is scandalous that Doris Levinson 
did not have an answer to her excellent 
email to the CEO of Brighton Festival, at 
least as a matter of courtesy. I really do not 
think it is done maliciously but with a total 
ignorance and lack of sensitivity towards 
Jewish members of the public who, sadly, 
do not amount to a huge percentage of the 
Brighton Festival public and so therefore are 
not considered of importance or significance.  
There is however an outside chance that 
in future years, they may now take this into 
consideration since Doris has so eloquently 
pointed out the problem. 

Regarding Yom Ha’azmaut, Brighton & 
Hove have quite a contingent of Jewish 
people who do not want to be part of any 
celebration of Israel’s existence (although 
not vociferously against) because they feel 
that this could appear “gung ho” and too 
celebratory in the light of the suffering of 
the Palestinians, whose plight they feel 
is compromised by the State of Israel 
(rarely expressed as criticism of  “Israel’s 

present policies”).  Many who express their 
ambivalence towards Israel have never even 
visited the country. I think the  Brighton 
Jewish community may be quite exceptional 
having so many who hold these views, 
possibly because our very own University of 
Sussex has been renowned since its earliest 
days as being very left wing and indeed anti-
Zionist.

Name and address provided

The letter written by Doris Levinson to 
Andrew Comben was published in The Argus 
on 8 April. A journalist on that newspaper 
asked Mr Comben for his comments, which 
are as follows:-

Mr Comben defended the scheduling 
adding that his programming team faced a 
‘mammoth task’ in fitting events in. He said: 
“Although we can’t always secure artists’ 
availability when we might ideally choose, 
we always endeavour to schedule events 
at times we hope are both accessible and 
considerate for our audiences.”

“Given the themes of this year’s festival 
there are many events which we hope will be 

of interest to a Jewish audience, including 
a very special lunchtime concert from the 
Busch Ensemble, on Wednesday 8 May, 
which commemorates the anniversary of the 
liberation of Terezin.”

Ben James, ben.james@theargus.co.uk

Following the publication in The Argus, Mrs 
Levinson received the following email from 
Mr Comben:

Dear Ms Levinson, 

Thank you for your emails and I do apologise 
for the failure to respond. I have been out of 
the country recently, with very poor internet 
connection, and returned to an overwhelming 
inbox and the demands of the imminent 
Festival. 

I was informed by our press team that an 
article had been published in The Argus, 
which we gave our response to at the time.   

Thank you for taking the time to write to 
me, and apologies again for the delay in my 
response.

With best wishes, Andrew

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know anyone being admitted 

into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 07789 
491279 so that a Jewish chaplain can be contacted to visit.

SJN sends condolences to the family on the death of 
Baroness Thatcher who was always a strong supporter 

of Israel and the Jewish community. 

Thank you 
Irvyn Isaacs thanks the rabbonim and all his relatives 

and friends in the community for their kind wishes and 
support on the loss of his sister Louise Crown.
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Malcolm Green
Catering

The selection of your menu is an important part in the 
planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. 
We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements and 

help create the function you will be proud of. Let us introduce 
you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s leading 
Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher destination 

wedding specialist.

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST
Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823

 koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

www.kosherexperiences.co.il
UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  

OF THE LONDON BETH DIN 
(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
 www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/

Helping Hands 
Helping Hands is planning a First Aid 
Course run by the Red Cross on a 
Sunday afternoon in June. The date 
remains to be confirmed. This course 
is free to Helping Hands volunteers, 
but if anyone else wishes to join, 
they are very welcome but there will 

be a small charge. Please contact Helping Hands as soon 
as possible to register your interest. On completion of this 
course, you will receive a recognized certificate for first aid.

We look forward to seeing you at the next Helping Hands tea 
on Sunday 2nd June. Our teas are greatly appreciated and 

valued by so many people, providing company, good food 
and entertainment. Transport, free of charge, is arranged 
by our wonderful volunteers and the Helping Hands bus for 
those unable to make their own way. Look out for our bus 
around the town.

We would like to thank those who have sponsored our teas 
in the past, and we are always looking for sponsors for future 
teas. If you have a special occasion to celebrate, e.g. a 
birthday, anniversary or simcha or any other reason you can 
think of, you can sponsor a tea from as little as £25. Please 
get in touch.

Please call Helping Hands on 01273 747722 or email helping-
hands@helping-hands.org

Hastings & District Jewish 
society 
by Stella Harris 

Firstly, I want to thank the Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation 
and Hastings & District Jewish Society for the messages and 
cards sent after my recent mini stroke. My words became 
jumbled up for the day; my sons said they wouldn’t have 
noticed any difference! 

Despite the cold weather, on the first Friday of April we had a 
record number of people attending our service, ably taken by 
Brian Linke. We reminisced about Pesachs past and Nichole 
and Peter told us about their Seder enactment at a local 
school.

On the second Seder night, some of us went to Eastbourne 
Hebrew Congregation, where Ronnie and Manny conducted 
and sang through the service. Lilly Crabtree and I provided 
the fruit salad and Dana London boiled the eggs. Linda Taylor 
prepared the rest of the food herself. What a remarkable 
family the Taylors are, Sally stood outside in the awful 
weather to do security.

The EHC was invited to Eastbourne’s Grand Hotel for a 
service and a Pesach Kiddush. I met an old friend and 
Claudy Woolfson’s cousin. Claudy has been looking after her 
terminally ill sister, in Canada. We miss her and said prayers 
on Friday for her.

On 11th April we heard Mark Soloman’s Pesach talk and his 
beautiful singing voice. The Bexhill CCJ is keen to hear from 
anyone who has ideas for speakers. Please contact me at
stellalaharris@gmail.com

seder night at eastbourne 
Hebrew Congregation 
by Manny Godfrey 

Despite the arctic weather, twenty-five people, including 
members and guests, sat down to a second night Seder at 
the shul hall in Susans Road. Ronnie Taylor, our Chairman, 
ably conducted the Service in his inimitable manner. 
Unusually, as most of the guests had the same Haggadah, 
cries of “Where are we?” were conspicuously fewer than in 
previous years.
  
The highlight was the delicious meal prepared by Linda 
Taylor, with her helpers Stella Harris, Dana London and Lilly 
Crabtree. Once the afikomen had been found, by possibly 
the oldest member of the congregation and subsequently 
devoured, the Service continued with the Grace After Meals. 
There was some lusty singing of the concluding songs and 
for once there didn’t appear to be so many conflicting tunes. 
We are most grateful to Sally Taylor, our Security Officer, 
who maintained a vigil in the bitter cold throughout the 
proceedings.
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aJeX 
by Sidney Lipman 

The Annual General Meeting of the Brighton and Hove District 
Branch of AJEX will take place at the Ralli Hall, Denmark 
Villas, Hove, on Sunday May 5th at 10:30 am. All are welcome 
to attend. 

We are pleased to inform you that our Deputy National 
Chairman, Brian Bloom, will be coming to address the 
meeting with all the latest news and updates from HQ. 

Please endeavour to come and show your support for this 
unique organisation. We look forward to seeing you.

Sidney Lipman  is the Honorary President & Secretary of the 
Brighton & Hove District Branch of AJEX.

Ralli Hall Lunch and social Club 
by Jacqueline Tichauer

The Lunch and Social Club is here for the whole community, 
especially for people who are alone or need some company, 
so if you are that person or if you know someone, please 
come along or give me a call.

Our Mock Seder was a great success, with over 55 people 
enjoying the lovely chicken soup and roast chicken. I would 
like to thank Rabbi Andrea Zanardo for taking the service, 
which was appreciated by all members and we are looking 
forward to seeing him more often at the Lunch and Social 
Club. After the Mock Seder, Richard entertained us with his 
amazing singing and we enjoyed dancing to the music. We 
are now planning a special event day once a month to add 
variety to our programme - so keep an eye on our website. 
We plan to have a Bingo afternoon, with our super duper new 
bingo machine followed by tea, sandwiches and cakes. 

In April we enjoyed a wonderful weekend away at the newly 
refurbished Cumberland Hotel in Eastbourne. If you are a 
member of the Lunch Club and enjoyed the trip, please let 
us know whether you would like to go on another holiday 
weekend away. In May we are planning an outing to a garden 
centre, where we always stop for a delicious cream tea.

Our menus are varied and tasty and we are so happy that 
people from the community are popping in for lunch. If you 

are free and have a big appetite, it is really worth a visit. You 
can always see the lovely menus we have planned, on our 
website or just give me a call.

If you would like an introduction to computers, or just a 
refresher course, please join us on a Tuesday morning.  If you 
would like to learn how to play bridge, our beginners class 
takes place on Thursday mornings.  Join us in the afternoons 
for bridge, kalooki, chess, Scrabble and a variety of other 
interests and games. We always welcome new volunteers, so 
if you have a few hours free a week or month please give me 
a call.

Sadly, we have lost two of our members recently; Sara 
Levitch, one of our faithful members who loved to attend 
twice a week and Anita Harris who joined us in the afternoons 
to play bridge. The ladies will be very much missed and we 
wish the families of both Sara and Anita, Long Life.

Looking forward to seeing you soon.

Voluntary Support Agencies
•  Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (Day Centre), 01273 

739999 or ralliday@tiscali.co.uk
• Norwood/Tikvah - Rachel Mazzier House 01273 688226
• Hyman Fine House, 01273 688226
•  Helping Hands, 01273 747722 or helping-hands@

helping-hands.org
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Welfare Board, 07952 479111 

or sussexjwb@googlemail.com
•  Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association, bahjha@

googlemail.com
•  Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue / 

L’chaim Project, 01273 737223
•  Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform (Annette 

Norris), 01273 735343

SJN ReadeRS: bRiNg thiS adveRt iN aNd 

get a 10% diScouNt
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Hyman Fine House Fundraising Committee  
by Beverly Barnett and Natasha Carson

Worthing & District Jewish 
Community
by Barbara Gordon

We are delighted with our newly-refurbished lounges: we 
have had lots of positive comments about the final look from 
people who live in the home as well as from their families 
and friends. Following the upheaval, it was nice to be able to 
settle back in comfort in time for Passover. 

Due to the cold weather there have been fewer excursions 
than usual, however this week several people went on a very 
enjoyable trip to Paradise Park. Inside the home we continue 
to have a variety of entertainment and activities, ranging from 
flower arranging to keep fit and discussions. There were also 
Synagogue services over the Yom Tovim. 

Our Passover preparations went well and we’d like to send 
a big thank you to David Braunstein and Berny & Jennie 
Goldberg for leading a wonderful Seder night. Everyone 
agreed that the food and the service were superb.

As always, if you feel you could spare us some time to help 
volunteer as a regular or for a one-off event please contact 
Natasha Carson or Mark Pady on 01273 266882.  

Beverly Barnett  is a Volunteer Co-ordinator and Natasha 
Carson is the Manager  at Hyman Fine House.

youth aliyah Child 
Rescue
by Doris Levinson

We held yet another successful 
fundraising event thanks to the 
generosity of Rosa and Stuart Panto, who opened their 
home for a Coffee Morning on 10 April. Luck was on our 
side weatherwise, ensuring a bumper turnout. 
 
The cake stall was laden with wonderful home-made 
cakes and biscuits made by our excellent bakers and the 
delicious concoctions flew off the table before you could 
say ‘bake-off’. A colourful addition this year was the plant 
and craft stall run by Penny Phillips – what a star she is!  
Such a talented lady who can turn old socks into toys, 
fabrics into fabulous quilts and she has green fingers too. 
We had beautiful jewellery from the Far East and a table of 
lovely gifts and books, but nobody had the guts to pay 25p 
for the  current best-seller, 50 Shades of Grey – maybe 
everybody had already read it.

All in all, a most successful morning, run by Liz Posner 
and her small band of dedicated ladies, raising an amazing 
£1000 for our charity in Israel.

It has been such a long time since I sent news from our 
Worthing Community but we are still active – albeit in a 
reduced capacity.

Unfortunately we have lost many of our valued members 
in the last year – people who became friends and are so 
sadly missed. In particular I would like to mention three 
wonderful ladies with whom I served on our Committee; 
Dorothy Rosen, Marjorie Phillips and Frances Selby. 
They have all passed away recently.  When we all 
worked together on our functions they were a delight to 
know – hard-working, reliable, truly delightful ladies.

But all is not sadness here in Worthing. We had our 
traditional second night Seder – ably conducted as 
usual by Roger Berlin – and were delighted that we 
managed to attract almost 30 people. 

Together with our loyal secretary Joy Barnett, Ian and 
I are keeping the flag flying. We had a Chanukah Party 
and are planning outings, our usual ‘party in the garden’ 
and other functions in the coming months.

If there are any readers of SJN living, say, between 
Shoreham and Littlehampton, why not get in touch with 
us? You will be assured of a warm Jewish welcome to 
our (secular) community and an opportunity to make 
new friends.

For more information, please contact Ian Gordon on 
01903 779 720 or email barbaraian@talktalk.net
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Norwood Cycle Ride 
The LA Fitness Capital to Coast Cycle Challenge for Charity 
is a London to Brighton bike ride raising funds for Norwood, 
a charity supporting people with learning disabilities and 
children and families in need, and the Downs’ Syndrome 
Association. Now in its 18th year, the ride attracts around 
1,500 riders setting off from four different starting points. This 
year’s ride takes place on Sunday, 30 June.

As we saw from the Olympics last year, the volunteers who 
support any sporting event are vital to the success and 
Capital to Coast is no different. We urgently need volunteer 
marshals to run refreshment stops, cheer on and encourage 
the riders at designated marshal points along the route and to 
patrol the route on motorcycles. 

Volunteers 
must be 
over 18 and 
need to have 
their own 
transport, as 
most marshal points are not accessible by public transport. 
All marshals will receive a pack with directions to their 
marshal point and instructions for what is expected of them.

Why not be part of a great sporting event and continue the 
good work of the Olympic Game Makers into 2013?

For more information, please contact info@capitaltocoast.
org.uk or call 020 8420 6829. For those wishing to participate 
in the ride itself, please visit www.capitaltocoast.org.uk for 
registration details.

Ralli Hall 
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman 

I last inspected the work being carried out at Ralli Hall just 
after the end of Pesach and was pleased to see that the 
upgrade of the Magrill Lounge (previously known as The 
Pink Room) was almost complete, just needing the new 
double doors from the hall to be finished off. Also, thanks to a 
generous donation, we will be replacing the six rather skinny 
candelabra with three chunkier and more magnificent ones, 
which should be far more appropriate for the new image. 
Once you have seen the Lounge, I am sure you will agree that 
it is now far more suitable as a function room than previously 
and can easily be used either separately, or as an annexe to 
the Great Hall. In fact, we already have a firm booking for a 
wedding, using both the Great Hall and the Magrill Lounge. 

All that is now left for us to do to complete the upgrade of 
the ground floor, is to open up and glaze the three domes in 
the restaurant and kitchens and carry out some paintwork to 
freshen everything up. This work is due to commence in the 
next few weeks. We also have a planned upgrade this year for 
part of the lower ground floor, which brings in a substantial 
part of the income needed to run your community centre. I 
am very proud of Ralli Hall, and I am sure most of you are too.

John Davies is our new caretaker and I will introduce him to 
you next month.

We would really appreciate a good attendance this year at 
our AGM, to be held on Thursday 6 June at 8.10 pm, to show 
your satisfaction in the way that the charity is being run for 
the benefit of our local Jewish community. 

See you at Ralli Hall.



8 98 9

issue 230 | may 2013

Features

Oh What a Party, Oh What a show 
by Ivor Sorokin

a sacrifice with meaning 
by Simon Hatchwell

On Yom Ha Atzmaut some 350 guests 
attended the party at Hove Town Hall, 
celebrating the 65th Anniversary of 
the birth of the State of Israel (for the 
numerologists among you, this was 
actually its fifth Barmitzvah).

Guests were amazed as they walked 
into the Great Hall through an arch 
made up of laurel leaves groaning with 
400 oranges, all of which had been 
generously donated, giving a marvellous 
Israeli-themed entrance to the party.

The evening commenced on a sombre 
note, with a short Yom Hazikaron 
ceremony ably led by local youngsters, 
in memory of those who lost their lives 
in the several wars and engagements 
suffered by Israel in its fight for survival, 
and concluding with everyone singing 
the Hatikvah – indeed, a very moving 
moment in the proceedings.

After a short welcome address from 
Beryl Sharpe, as President of Sussex 

Jewish Representative Council, on 
behalf of the organising team, we 
commenced the first course of our 
Israeli supper; pitta breads with falafel, 
hummus and various tasty salads.

The famous Danny Shine Band then 
started the entertainment, treating us to 
a miscellany of very danceable Israeli 
music, including some hilarious mass 
Horas, and others, which were certainly 
not in the Strictly Come Dancing 
schedule.

Beef koftas, kibbehs and chicken 
schnitzels with vegetables constituted 
the main meal (all strictly kosher of 
course), and then there was some more 
dancing.

The surprise sweet took the form of 
Israeli-themed stands each filled with 
cupcakes bearing the Israeli flag and lit 
by safety tea-lights being dramatically 
brought in, in darkness, to each of 
the 36 tables. This was accompanied 

by “Happy Birthday”, sung in Ivrit, by 
Danny. 

The whole ad hoc committee, 
formed especially for the event, did 
a tremendous job in planning and 
organising the proceedings, including 
the food, the helpers, the programmes, 
the donations, the raffle, the music, 
the table plans, the children’s names, 
the selling of tickets, etc., etc., the list 
goes on and on. We are very lucky to 
have people who are prepared almost 
to put their lives on hold in order to take 
on the organisation of such important 
communal simchas.

The bonus was seeing so many of 
our local community having a really 
enjoyable time together and we were 
also so very grateful to have about 30 
of our Christian friends joining us, some 
of whom were extremely helpful in the 
planning of our party for Israel’s 65th 
birthday.

Following on from my article in the last issue, in the book of 
Numbers, Chapter 28, Verse 15, the Israelites were told to 
offer a sacrifice for God’s sin.  Our perplexed sages, while 
trying to discover the nature of that sin, seemed to have 
found the answer. They referred to Chapter 1,Verse 14 of the 
book of Genesis where we read: 

And the Lord said, “Let there be lights in the firmaments of 
the heavens to separate the day and the night,” 

In Verse 16, we read:

And the Lord made the two big lights, the big light to 
dominate the day and the small light to dominate the night.

Why is it that immediately after we are told that the Lord 
created two big lights, without any warning, we have one 
big light, the sun, and one small light, the moon? What 
happened?  Both were created big at first and now we have a 
big one and a smaller one.

Rabbi Shimon ben Pazi relates, in page 60b of the Treatise of 
Houline, that one of the big luminaries told the Lord that there 
could not be two great things that were the same, that there 
had to be a hierarchy. “You are right,” said the Lord, “You 
shall be the smaller one, you will be the moon.” 

The moon, indignant and feeling strongly that She had been 
wronged, complained to the Master of the Universe, who tried 
in vain to console Her, by telling Her, amongst other things, 
that She would reign day and night and most importantly, that 
She was going to be the regulator of time, that the calendar 

was going to be based on Her and therefore She would 
have a central place in the history of mankind. After a long 
argument, seeing that He could not convince the moon that 
He had not faulted towards Her, God admitted that He had 
sinned towards Her. Hence the sacrifice that God ordered 
Israel to offer for his own sin.

Dear reader, I hope you are not going to take these lines at 
face value. The Rabbis of the Talmud were too intelligent to 
believe in fairytales. Their aim was to express great ideas, 
sometimes  amusing themselves by camouflaging what 
seemed to be benign stories. In this case they wanted to 
illustrate the humility of God.
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induction of Rabbi andrea Zanardo
Sunday, 17 March 2013 was an auspicious day in the records 
of the Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue when Rabbi 
Andrea Zanardo was inducted as Rabbi of the congregation. 
The shul was packed with congregants and well-wishers as 
well as many dignitaries and representatives of other Jewish 
and non-Jewish congregations from Brighton and Hove. The 
Deputy Lieutenant of East Sussex, Mrs Phyllida De Sallis and 
Mr De Sallis were in attendance, as were Cllr Bill Randall, the 
Mayor of Brighton & Hove together with the Mayoress and 
Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner, the Chief Rabbi of the Reform 
Movement.  
Members of the BHRS Board and the Chairmen of 
Brighton & Hove’s other three synagogues attended, as 

did representatives from the Sussex Jewish Representative 
Council and other organisations in the city. Rabbi Andrea’s 
wife Sara and their two children, as well as his parents, 
teachers and friends, came on this special day to witness the 
induction and congratulate him.

Features

I attended this conference as a representative 
of the Jewish Community. It was organised 
by Sussex Police and held on 20 March 
2013.  There were some 100 delegates, 
about half being from various police divisions 
throughout East and West Sussex, the 

balance from Local Authorities, minority groups and others 
such as victim support units.

The theme was to persuade more victims (sufferers or 
witnesses) of hate incidents to come forward and report them 
to the Police.

Not only were there thought-provoking contributions from 
academics specialising in this area, but also from our Sussex 
Police and Criminal Justice Commissioner and her Chief 
Press Officer. The subject is being taken seriously.

It is estimated that only 20% of such incidents actually are 
reported. Why do people not come forward to report these 
incidents?  In our workshop discussions, a number of reasons 
were given.

•��Poor�communication�by�Police�to�those�who�do�come�
forward. As a result, others are dissuaded because “nothing 
happens”.

•��Failure�of�Police�to�understand�the�victims’�requirements.
•��Fear�of�Police�by�those�coming�from�countries�where�the�

Police were instruments of repression, and corruption.
•��Lack�of�trust�in�Police�and�the�fear�that�word�would�get�

back to the perpetrators and “Who knows what would 
happen?”

•��Wish�not�to�waste�Police�time�on�‘trivial’�matters.�The�Police�
do not regard such matters as trivial. Their view is that early 
action by them could prevent far worse problems in future.

So what are the solutions?  Sadly, no easy ones, and certainly 
no ‘instant’ ones.

One clear message was the need to explain to all minority 
communities that the victims’ needs are paramount. An 
attempt will be made to understand what he or she wants. 
For example, there is, in the majority of cases, an alternative 
course of action to the judicial one – equivalent to issuing 

a friendly warning plus an apology to the victim – this may 
encourage more people to come forward. This procedure is 
not well known.

However, for this to work, people must have trust in the 
Police, and this will take time and resources to build.

So, dear reader, if you have any positive suggestions, please 
send them to me by email, to jivorich2@hotmail.co.uk and I 
will be delighted to pass them on, with attribution if you so 
wish. 

Hate incident Reporting 
by Ivor Richards

We specialise in Building Maintenance contracts for private 
clients with small to medium sized investment property 
portfolios.
We can provide the following services at competitive rates:
• Pre-purchase surveys of auction property. 
•  Advice on Local Authority registration requirements 
and planning permission for small, medium or large sized 
houses in multiple occupation.

•  Advice on optimum floor space use within existing letting 
property, extension or conversion of existing buildings to 
create additional units.

•  We carry out annual inspections for exterior and interior 
maintenance and obtain competitive tenders from 
reputable building contractors.

•  We can oversee any repair work to ensure that 
Freeholders and leaseholders achieve good value for 
money.

Contact: Clive Voller MRICS for a no obligation consultation.

01273 843916 or 07860 927505
15 Station Road, Burgess Hill, RH15 9DE
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MAY DIARY
Mon 6 Bank Holiday
Wed 8     Yom Yerushalayim – Jerusalem Day 
 Commemorating when the two sections of the  
 capital were reunited in 1967
Fri 10 Rosh Chodesh Sivan
Tue 14  Erev Shavuot. Yom Tov begins 8.29 pm, 

Mincha 7.30 pm
Wed 15 1st day Shavuot
Thu 16   2nd day Shavuot, Yizkor 
 Yom Tov ends at 9.53 pm
Tue 21  10.30 am Ladies Discussion Circle
 followed by Talmud Shiur
Mon 27 Bank Holiday

shavuot    
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

Though the Festival lasts but two 
days, in contradistinction to Pesach 
and Succot, it has a variety of names, 
indicating different aspects.

Shavuot, which means Weeks, refers to 
the seven weeks between Pesach and 
Shavuot. This time of year is known as 
Pentecost, the Greek word for ‘Fifty’, 
pointing to the giving of the Torah on 
the fifteenth day after Israel left Egypt.

A second name is Chag Hakatsir, 
festival of the reaping of the corn. 
Where Pesach is the festival of the 
barley harvest as indicated by the 
counting of the Omer (a measure of 

barley), Shavuot is the Festival of the 
wheat harvest when two loaves of 
wheat were offered before God in the 
Temple.

We have Yom Habikkurim, so called 
because ‘The First Fruits’ were 
brought up to Jerusalem in baskets. 
The Mishnah describes this beautiful 
ceremony. As the pilgrims approached 
Jerusalem, carrying baskets of figs, 
pomegranates and grapes, the workers 
would call out ‘Welcome Brethren’ and 
pipers would pipe them into the city.

However, the Festival name that took 
on added significance, once the Temple 
and its ceremonies disappeared, was 
Zman Matan Torateinu, the season 
of the giving of our Torah. This 

commemorated the moment when the 
people of Israel stood patiently at the 
foot of Mount Sinai ready to receive the 
teaching of God (Torah) that would act 
as a guide to their lives throughout the 
years ahead as it still does today, three 
and a half thousand years later.

An additional name is Atseret 
(Conclusion), since Shavuot is the 
culmination of Pesach, in the sense 
that the festival of freedom led to that 
of receiving the Torah, the fulfilment 
of which was looked upon as a free 
choice by an entire people. In this way, 
the forty-nine days acts as a bridge 
spanning and joining together these two 
pilgrim festivals.

Janet’s Column    
by Janet Cowan

Having just finally cleared up all the 
Matzah crumbs, it is now time to get 
into the dairy food mood.   One dessert 
that I love is Crème Caramel – so here is 
my recipe:-

•��Melt�4�tablespoons�of�sugar�in�a�pan�
on medium heat. This will caramelise, 
but watch the pan so that the sugar 
does not burn.

•��Warm�a�soufflé�dish�and�add�the�
melted sugar

•��Beat�together�2�whole�eggs,�plus�2�
yolks, adding 2 tablespoons sugar 
and vanilla essence 

•��Beat�1�pint�of�boiled�milk�into�the�egg�
mixture and place in a bain marie. 

•��It�takes�about�40�minutes�in�the�oven�
at about 170c fan oven, or Gas Mark 3

•��When�cold,�put�in�the�fridge�and�serve�
chilled.

You can’t have Shavuot without 
Cheesecake.  Here’s my tried and 
tested recipe for you to enjoy!

•�1�lb�curd�cheese

•�½�lb�double�cream�cheese�

•�4�½�tablespoons�caster�sugar

•�2�eggs

•�2�1/2�fl�oz�double�cream

•�1�tablespoon�self-raising�flour.�

•��Line�a�greased�baking�tin�with�
digestive biscuits 

•��Mix�all�ingredients�together�and�put�
into the baking tin

•��Cook�for�about�1�hour�at�180c�fan�
oven or Gas Mark 4 

This cake really freezes well, so I double 
the ingredients. Apologies for “old 
money” measures but these recipes are 
from my early, married years of 1960!

Enjoy, and have a nice Shavout – 
hopefully warmer than Pesach was!  
Looking forward to seeing you at the 
AGM on 19 May.

MARTIN GROSS 
Funeral Director and
Funeral Consultant

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771
07540 066566
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There are five Biblical festivals mentioned 
in the Five Books of Moses): Rosh 
Hashana, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Pesach 
and Shavuot. I remember hearing Chief 
Rabbi Jacobowitz say that, of the five, 
Shavuot is the least observed and he 
posited the following reason; the other 
four are much more demanding. 

Rosh Hashanah carries with it the 
solemnity of judgment. On Yom Kippur 
goes further with a prohibition on eating, 
drinking and other bodily pleasures. 
Sukkot involves the effort and expense of 
building a Sukka and procuring a Lulav 
and Etrog. Pesach, however beautiful 
an occasion, is a major upheaval. But 
what happens on Shavuot? We eat 
cheesecake.  Not so stressful! 

Lord Jacobowitz’s contention 
was that we tend to 
appreciate that which we 
invest more into. We do 
not value that which comes 
easy as much as something 
that requires effort and 
commitment.  It was an 
observation made to a group 
of women in response to a gripe about 
the difficulty of preparing for Pesach.

Lord Jacobowitz was a favourite of 
Margaret Thatcher who was prime 
minister for nearly half of his tenure 
as Chief Rabbi. He advised her on 
social issues  and when a Church of 
England report entitled Faith in the 
City was published in December 1985 
criticising Mrs. Thatcher’s policies, he 
responded by attacking its underlying 
philosophy arguing that work, rather than 
welfare, should be the overriding aim of 
government policy. Like in his exposition 
on Shavuot we find an emphasis on the 
benefits of the investment of hard work. 

But is Shavuot really that easy? 
Certainly its present day observance 
is relatively stress-free. Interestingly 
though, it celebrates an event which was 
tremendously demanding. 

We all like receiving gifts but the Torah, 
the most precious of G-d’s gifts to us, 
was different. The Almighty was not 
prepared to part with it without great 
commitment on our part. The Rabbis 
tell us that He demanded guarantors 
and was not satisfied until the Israelites 
pledged their children; future generations 
that they would raise and educate in the 
ways of the Torah. They also made an 
unconditional commitment to keep the 
Torah’s laws, saying that they would ‘do’ 
before they had even heard what that 
‘doing’ entailed. This was true conviction 

on their part but it didn’t finish with that 
generation. In the Ethics of the Fathers 
(chapter 6) we find the concept of 
Amailim Batorah – toiling in the Torah – 
which will bring reward both in this world 
and the world to come. Once again there 
is this sense of the importance of effort, 
of earning as opposed to entitlement. 

Why do we read the book of Ruth on 
Shavuot? The earliest reason given is that 
we are encouraged to emulate Ruth who 
‘acquired the Torah’ - i.e. became Jewish 
– through great sacrifice and effort. Ruth 
‘got on her bike’ and created a Jewish life 
for herself. 

But is this all there is to the Torah - 
commitment, effort and a Thatcherite 
work ethic? Didn’t Hillel say ‘That which 
is hateful to you do not do to your 
fellow. This is the whole Torah and the 
rest is commentary. Go learn!’? Didn’t 
Rabbi Akiva comment on the verse Love 
your fellow as yourself – ‘this is a great 
principle of the Torah’? Don’t the Rabbis 
tell us that key Jewish characteristics 
are mercy, kindness and humility? Isn’t it 
incumbent upon every Jewish community 
to provide for the needy? Surely Judaism 
is a religion of kindness and compassion.

Maimonides lists eight levels of charity; 
the highest is to enable someone to 
provide for themselves. This doesn’t 
mean that we shouldn’t care for them 
until they are able to do so but it does 

mean that human dignity and 
self respect are best served 
when we offer the opportunity 
for personal growth and self 
sufficiency. This will likely 
require great effort on behalf of 
the beneficiary but if they are 
prepared to make that effort 

and commitment then they are worthy of 
the gift conferred upon them.

There should be a third way between the 
extremes of presumed self entitlement 
and the harsh expectation that everyone 
stand on their own two feet, something 
that not everyone is able to do without 
assistance and provision. The Torah was 
a gift, not something G-d had to give us 
but something He wanted to, not least 
because of our ancestors’ commitment. 
Spiritually, if we ‘invest’ in the Torah with 
our energy, toil and talent we will be 
rewarded with Hashem’s greatest gift.

Ruth, a Chief Rabbi and mrs Thatcher:  reflections on shavuot    
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

But is Shavuot really that easy? Certainly its 
present day observance is relatively stress-free. 

Interestingly though, it celebrates an event which 
was tremendously demanding. 

Annual Shavuot Lunch
A beautiful three course fish meal 

with wine.  
Vegetarian option available.

First Day Shavuot Wednesday 15th May. £16 
for adults & £7.50 for children under 13.

To reserve your place please contact the 
office on 01273 888855 or email info@bhhc-

shul.org by Wednesday 8th May.

Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation

Summer Barbeque
12.00pm, Sunday 14th July 
At New Church Road Shul

A great occasion for the whole family. An opportunity 
to go out for a Kosher meat lunch and for the children 

to enjoy the facilities of the BHHC.
A choice of burgers, sausages and chicken together 
with salads and drinks, followed by a great dessert.

Adults £13.00 Children £6.00 
Vegetarian option available if ordered in advance.
Please book your place by Monday 8th July by 
contacting the Shul Office on 01273 888 855 or 

office@bhhc-shul.org
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The Greatest mitzvot    
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

After the Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 
CE the early rabbis transformed the first fruits festival 
of Shavuot into z’man matan Torateinu - the season of 
the giving of our Torah. The congregation assembled 
as if standing at the foot of Mount Sinai, the heart 
of the morning service for Shavuot is the reading of 
Aseret Ha-Dibrot - the Ten Utterances known as the 
Ten Commandments. 

According to tradition, the Torah contains not just ten 
but 613 mitzvot, 613 commandments. So what is the 
status of Aseret Ha-Dibrot among the 613? 

In the Babylonian Talmud, tractate Makkot 23b, we 
find a fascinating passage that reveals that the sages 
were concerned to identify the key mitzvot – which, 
interestingly, do not include the Ten Utterances. We 
read:

R. Simlai expounded:  Six hundred and thirteen 
mitzvot were communicated to Moses; three hundred 
and sixty-five negative mitzvot corresponding 
to the number of days in a solar calendar year, 
and two hundred and forty-eight positive mitzvot 
corresponding to the number of limbs in the human 
body.… David came and reduced them to eleven 
– as it is written (in Psalm 15): ‘Eternal One, who 
shall sojourn in Your tent? Who shall dwell in Thy 
holy mountain? One who walks uprightly, and does 
what is right, and speaks the truth in their heart; who 
has no slander upon their tongue, nor does evil to 
their fellow, nor takes up a reproach against their 

neighbour; in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
but who honours them that fear the Eternal; who 
stands by their oath even to their own hurt; who does 
not lend money on interest, nor take a bribe against 
the innocent. One who does these things shall never 
be moved.’ Isaiah (33:15-16) came and reduced them 
to six, as it is written: ‘One who walks righteously, 
and speaks uprightly, who despises the gain from 
oppression; who waves away a bribe instead of 
grasping it; who stops his ears from listening to 
infamy; and shuts his eyes against looking at evil; 
such a one shall dwell on high…’  Micah (6:8) came 
and reduced them to three, as it is written: ‘[The 
Eternal] has told you, what is good, and what the 
Eternal requires of you: only to do justly, and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.’…Then 
came Isaiah (56:1) and reduced them to two, as it is 
said: ‘Thus says the Eternal: ‘Observe justice and do 
righteousness.’ Amos (5:4) came and reduced them 
to one, as it is said: ‘For thus says the Eternal to the 
house of Israel, Seek Me and live.’ … Habakkuk (2:4) 
then came and based them all on one [principle], as it 
is said: ‘But the righteous shall live by their faith.’

In Sifra, the halachic midrash on Leviticus, we find this 
telling comment in the section focussing on parashat 
K’doshim: “‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ (Lev. 
19:18) – Rabbi Akiva taught that this is the great 
principle of the Torah” (4:12). At the season of the 
giving of our Torah, may each one of us reflect on the 
Jewish teachings that we feel are most crucial for our 
lives. Chag Samei’ach!

yachad 
workshop 
@ BHPs

BHPS are hosting a workshop presented by 
Yachad on Saturday 15th June 1-4 pm at the 
Ralli Hall. There will be two workshops, one 
on Jerusalem and another on contemporary 
issues concerning Israel. Final details of the 
programme will be announced later. 

Please contact the BHPS office if you are 
interested in attending. 01273 737223
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Bulletin Board for May 
Fridays  Kuddle Up Shabbat Toddler Group, 10.00 am
Fridays  Shabbat evening service, 6.30 pm
Saturdays      Shabbat morning service, 10.30 am

Saturday 4th   Rabbi’s Shiur - Siddur Surgery, 9.00 am
   Shabbat Doroteinu (our generations) - Join   

our friendly multi-level Shabbat morning   
service, 10.30 am

Sunday 5th   BHRS Tea for All & Quiz, 2.30 – 4.30 pm in the AJEX 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove., £3.  All are welcome.

Thursday 9th Rosh Chodesh Group, 7.30 pm
Saturday 11th Rabbi’s Shiur – Shavuot, 9.00 am
  Shabbaton - 10yrs+, 10.30 am
Sunday 12th Kids’ Club, 12.30 pm
Tuesday 14th  Erev Shavuot service followed by an evening of  study, 

6.30 pm
Wednesday 15th Shavuot service, 10.30 am
Tuesday 21st BHRS Business Breakfast Club, 8.00 am
Saturday 25th Rabbi’s Shiur—Pirke Avot, 9.00 am
Sunday 26th Cheder Half  Term

Two Tablets of the Law    
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo

The two Tablets of the Law are a uniquely Jewish symbol. We find 
the Tablets in a number of Jewish places, including one of the 
beautiful synagogues in our City, represented by two rectangles, with 
a rounded top.  As a symbol, it is actually a recent phenomenon. In 
no part of the Biblical text does it suggest the shape of the Tablets. 
When the Rabbis discussed this in Eretz Israel, they came to the 
conclusion that the Tablets were, indeed, square!

It was only in the 15th century that Jewish artists began drawing 
the symbol which is now so familiar to us all. The names of those 
artists are largely unknown, as is the sort of challenges they had to 
face with stricter Rabbis. In reality, we do not know whether such a 
confrontation between the Rabbis and lay people ever occurred. 

Such uncertainty is fascinating. Uncertainties, mysteries and awe are 
all part of the story of the Revelation on Sinai, the event we celebrate 
on Shavuot. For example, we do not know what happened to the 
fragments of the first set of Commandments that Moses broke in fury, 
when he saw the people having fun around the Golden Calf.

Some commentators suggest that Moses cast them away. Other 
interpreters maintain that the fragments were put in a separate 
cupboard, and that the Israelites carried it with them during their 
peregrinations in the desert. Other authors explain that the fragments 
of the broken Tablets were stored in the same place where Moses put 
the unbroken Tablets, with those of the second revelation on Sinai.

This story is very appropriate for Shavuot. On Shavuot we celebrate 
the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. It is certainly a Holy Day. 
However, we also celebrate the beginning of a journey in the 
wilderness; a journey during which our ancestors brought with them, 
not only the Ten Commandments in their definitive, refined version, 
but also together with the previous ones; the ones that were broken 
due to the transgressions of the people. 

This is a very moving picture; the people wandering in the desert, 
carrying with them both the Commandments that are observed, and 
Commandments that are broken and forgotten. Even our aveuiros, 
our transgressions, are part of our history, and of our identity. 

We can choose to censor that part of ourselves. We can choose to 
treat it as a burden, which makes our journey difficult and wearisome. 
Or, we can accept that we are good Jews, and decent human beings, 
even if we have lost touch with that first set of Commandments given 
to us in our infancy and teenage years. And I think this is the teaching 
that is definitively the most persuasive.

Shavuot is exactly about that. It’s about that connection with the 
Revelation on Sinai, that every Jew feels in his/her own way. Whether 
we take the decision to keep all the commandments meticulously, 
or just to practice a part of them, Shavuot is for all of us. It is a 
celebration of our identity as a people.  And, of course, there is the 
cheesecake! 

BHRs Communal seder    
Over 90 people attended a lovely evening catered beautifully 
by the guild.

The next meeting of the BHRS Business
Breakfast Club
Tuesday, 21st May 2013
At 8am Cost £10
For more details or to book your
place call the shul office or email 
jewishbusinessbreakfast@yahoo.co.uk

Join our friendly multi- level Shabbat 
morning service, the first Shabbat of 
the month!

The two services will merge to give honour to the 
Torah in the main synagogue, where adults and children 
alongside will have an active part in the Torah service.

From 10.30AM, in the Rosenblum room, the Rabbi and 
the children will have a Shabbat service full of music and 
sing-along.
Children are welcome to bring along parents 
and grandparents, of course!
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On Sunday 2nd June the Sussex Jewish 
Film Club will be showing Watermarks, 
which had to be postponed from 
last November. As a reminder, this 
documentary is the story of the champion 
women swimmers of the legendary Jewish 
sports club, Hakoah Vienna. 

Hakoah (‘The Strength’ in Hebrew) was founded in 1909 
in response to the notorious Aryan Paragraph, which 
forbade Austrian sports clubs from accepting Jewish 
athletes. Its founders were eager to popularise sport 
among a community renowned for such great minds but 
traditionally alien to physical recreation. Hakoah rapidly 
grew into one of Europe’s biggest athletic clubs while 
achieving astonishing success in many diverse sports. In 
the 1930s Hakoah’s best-known triumphs came from its 
women swimmers, who dominated national competitions 
in Austria. 

In 1938, after the Anschluss, the Nazis shut down the club 
but the swimmers all managed to flee the country before 
war broke out thanks to an escape operation initiated by 
Hakoah’s functionaries. The Director of this film, Yaaron 
Zilberman, meets the former members of the swimming 

team in their homes 
around the world 
65 years later and 
arranges for them to 
have a reunion in their 
old swimming pool in 
Vienna, a journey that 
evokes memories of 
youth and femininity 
and strengthens 
lifelong bonds. Told by 
the swimmers, then in 
their 80s, Watermarks 
is about a group of 
young girls with a 
passion to be the best.

The film is in English, 
Hebrew and German, 
with subtitles where needed. All are welcome (small 
donation on the door requested from non-Ralli Hall 
members but free for students). Arrive by 7.15pm and 
enjoy a drink and chat before the film.

youth, femininity and life-long bonds

JaCs   
by Nina Taylor

We continue to meet weekly and provide varied and 
interesting speakers. Godfrey Gould gave a very 
interesting presentation about Major General Orde Charles 
Wingate, DSO. He was a British Army Officer assigned 
to the British Mandate of Palestine in 1936 and created 
special military units there. A highly religious Christian, he 
saw it as his religious and moral duty, to help the Jewish 
community in Palestine to form a Jewish State. He set 
about training members of the Haganah, which became 
the Israeli Defence Force, but was most famous for his 
creation of the Chindits, troops trained to work behind 
enemy lines in Burma in the Far East campaign against the 
Japanese in WWII.

Mark Perry-Nash entertained us with “The Life and Times 
of Charles Dickens” and told how many of the characters 
in his books were based on real people, whom he had 
either met or read about in newspapers. Mark really gets 
into the spirit of his talks, acting out the characters and 
giving us a good insight of what life was like in Dickens’ 
time. 

Dr Geoffrey Mead explained that, due to the 
characteristics and structure of the soil beneath different 
areas in the Brighton region, local buildings have had to 
be built only where the road and underground foundations 
were deemed suitable to take the weight of those 
buildings.

Our AGM in February was attended by JACS National 
Chairman, Harold Newman MBE and his wife. 

We are delighted to tell readers that our Branch has a 
new Chairperson, Shirley Jaffe, a professional actress 
who now ’bravely steps where others fear to tread‘. Moss 
Kimmelman is the new Treasurer. However, we have a 
big problem in finding suitable speakers each week. If 
any SJN readers know of anyone who has an interesting 
tale to tell, please get in touch with Janice Greenwood, 
our Hon. Secretary and Programme Arranger on 01273 
772812, as she will be very pleased to hear from you. 

We have another full and varied programme for May and 
look forward to seeing old friends and new at the AJEX 
Centre on Wednesday afternoons. Doors open at 1.30 pm.

Culture
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18 19Brighton Festival

Of Jewish interest during the 
Festival   
by Yael Breuer

Michael Rosen, the celebrated poet, writer, broadcaster, and 
former Children’s Laureate, is the Guest Director of the 47th 
Brighton Festival which runs from 4th to 26th May when 
over 370 performances and 154 events will be held in thirty 
venues across the city.  Over the three-week festival many 
of Mr Rosen’s interests and passions will be explored in a 
programme which spans music, theatre, dance, film, literature 
and debate. 

Mr Rosen will celebrate one of his favourite novels, Emil and 
the Detectives. There will be a screening of the film followed 
by workshops and discussions about the book.  Mr Rosen 
will also interview Judith Kerr, a 90-year-old Holocaust 
survivor and children’s writer.

Israeli choreographer Hofesh Schechter will  present Nomad 
Land, a collaborative dance and film project depicting a group 
of men from across the generations who come together 
to explore male relationships. Hofesh Shechter’s dancers 
will work with local men of all ages and abilities to create a 
series of movement which will be filmed and curated into an 
exhibition by students of Brighton University. 

50 Shades of Feminism will be a discussion based on a new 
anthology of women writers who think, who act, who inspire 
– in Technicolor. The book is edited by Susie Orbach, Lisa 
Appignanesi and Rachel Holmes. 

Yaron Lifschitz is the director of How Like An Angel, a 
contemporary circus which is said to have’ tipped audiences 
from the theatrical to the spiritual and back again in a 
succession of cathedrals throughout England.’

Brighton & Hove’s historic synagogue at Middle Street will be 
open for guided tours from 2 – 4.30 pm during every Sunday 
during the Festival.

Brighton 
resident and 
writer Julie 
Burchill will 
be discussing 
her latest 
project in an 
evening entitled 
‘Unbound 
Meets the 
Catalyst Club’ 
which is a 
unique and 
entertaining 
collaboration 
between 
some of the 
writers and creators from Unbound publishing and Brighton’s 
Catalyst Club. Over the course of the night, host David 
Bramwell, Julie Burchill, Red Dwarf star Robert Llewellyn and 
QI’s John Mitchinson will inspire you with a 15 minute talk on 
a topic close to their hearts.True to Catalyst tradition these 
topics are kept a closely guarded secret until the night. Julie 
has been working on a book to be published by Unbound 
next year entitled Unchosen- Memoires of a Philosemite. in 
his blog OyVaGoy, the writer Chas Newkey-Burden wrote 
about the book: “Given her deep and longstanding love of 
Israel and the Jewish people, together with her outrageous 
sense of humour and unrivalled literary dexterity, it won’t be 
anything less than a fascinating read.”

Artists Open Houses will be open during the weekends and 
Orna Schneerson and Ilana Richardson are among the artists 
exhibiting their works.   

For dates, times or more information about  
any of the above events, please contact  
brightonfestival.org

Photo: Philip G
atw

ard

Music and more during the Brighton Festival
Wed 8 May 1.00 pm 
Busch Ensemble at Brighton Dome Studio Theatre 
Tickets £10.00
Mozart  - Trio in C K54B
Suk - Elegie for Piano Trio Op.23 (in commemoration of 
the liberation of the Theresienstadt concentration camp)
Brahms - Trio in C minor Op 101

Fri 10 May 8.00 pm
Nash Ensemble in the Music Room, Royal Pavilion
Terezin-Theresienstadt 1941- 45
Tickets £30 to include a glass of wine or soft drink/£10 
standby
Smetana - From my Homeland
Gideon Klein - String Trio
Pavel Haas - Suite for Piano
Hans Krasa - Tanec for String Trio
Dvorak - Piano Quartet in E flat Op.87

Fri 10 May 7.30 pm at Sallis Benny Theatre
Judith Kerr in conversation with Michael Rosen
For Festival tickets, please contact 
info@brightondome.org 
or ring 01273 700747

Sun 5 May 7.30 pm 
St Michael’s and All Angels, Victoria Rd, Brighton
Tickets £10. Benedict Cruft (violin) – Bach Goldberg Variations

Sat 11 May 7.30 pm 
St Michael’s and All Angels, Victoria Road, Brighton
Tickets £10. Rachel Fryer (piano) – Bach Goldberg Variations

Sat 25 May
Friends Meeting House, Ship Street, Brighton
Tickets £10. Rachel Fryer (piano) – Bach Goldberg Variations

Thur 9 May 7.30 pm at Waterstones, North Street – Free event
Much Ado About Noshing – a whistle-stop tour of songs and stories about 
Jews and food

Mon 27 – Wed 29 May 
Homeless in Homeland
The Warren, 58 Russell Place, Brighton 7.30 pm
Tickets £10/£8.50

Down Home (USA)
Poetry, dance & character monologue, a young Jewish-American woman’s 
struggle to understand her identity and the meaning of home through the lens 
of the Israel-Palestinian conflict
Buy Fringe tickets online at brightonfringe.org or ring 01273 917272 or at 
the Brighton Fringe Box Office, 54 North Street, Brighton
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What’s on: may 2013  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

COmmuNiTy eVeNTs –  imPORTaNT RemiNDeR:  
Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events! 
info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

sHaBBaT sHaLOm – BRiGHTON Times
In  Light Candles Out  Havdalah  
Fri 3   8.05 pm  Sat 4  9.23 pm
Fri 10  8.16 pm  Sat 11  9.36 pm
Fri 17  8.27 pm  Sat 18  9.49 pm
Fri 24  8.36 pm  Sat 25  10.01 pm
Fri 31  8.45 pm  Sat 1  10.12 pm
 
NOTaBLe DaTes 
Tues 14  Erev Shavuot – candles 8.23 pm
Wed 15  1st day Shavuot – candles after 9.45pm
Thur 16   2nd day Shavuot – Festival ends 9.47 pm 

ReGuLaR aCTiViTies
Sundays

Carmel Tennis Club �  10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels 
welcome. Tel: Leon on 07717 222744 

Mondays

Lunch & Learn �  with Rabbi Efune 11.30 am-12.30 pm at the Brighton 
Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919

afternoon Club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 410435

Rubber and Duplicate Bridge �  1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £2.00 Ralli Hall. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435

Contemporary Basic Talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

Tanya (Kabbalah)  � Learning Group with Penina Efune  - Ladies only 
8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays

Ralli Hall Lunch and social Club �  10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall 

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall 

Painting with Rochelle (Jas)   � 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm Ralli Hall 
Tel: 01273 503708 

israeli Dancing  �  7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 
688538  

Wednesdays

JaCs  � at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 
members / £2.50 non-members (see programme in Events listings 
but note no programme during Pesach)

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall 

Thursdays

mummy, me and music (0-2 years) at the Torah Nursery � , 29 New Church 
Road, Hove. All mums welcome, 9.30 am to 11.30 am. Each session 
will include a half an hour music time.

Ralli Hall Lunch and social Club  � 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

Bridge  � at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

Weekly Torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House 
Tel: 01273 321919  

Fridays

Kuddle up shabbat � , parent & child playgroup with Sara Zanardo and 
her guitar at AJEX Centre, 10.00 am – 12 noon

eastbourne Progressive Jewish Congregation  � service on the 4th Friday 
of each month, WVRS, 24 Hyde Road, Eastbourne, 6.00 pm

eVeNTs FOR may  
 
      Wednesday 1

JaCs  � with guest speaker Ian Gledhill on Halfway to the 
Stars:  the cable cars of San Francisco.  AJEX Centre, 
Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members and £2.50  
non-members 
 
Sunday 5
aJeX annual General meeting  � with Deputy Chairman Brian 
Bloom.  RH at 10.30 am.  All welcome

BHRs Tea  � 2.30 – 4.30 pm at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove £3.00. All welcome

auction for Torah academy  � 7.00 pm at 31 New Church Road, 
Hove 
 
Wednesday 8 

JaCs  � with guest speaker Jackie Marsh-Hobbs on The work 
of David Mocatta.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 
pm. £2 members and £2.50 non-members

sussex Jewish News – submission deadline for the June 2013  �
issue  
 
Wednesday 15
No JaCs  �  - Shavuot 
 
Monday 20

saRiD  � (Sussex branch of the Association of Jewish 
Refugees) with guest speaker Alf Keiles on The Jewish 
Contribution to Jazz.  10.30 am – 12.30 pm RH £1.50. 
Contact esther@ajr.org.uk 
 
Wednesday 22 
JaCs  � with guest speaker Nick Beck on Naughty Boy Makes 
Good.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm.  
£2 members and £2.50 non-members 
 
Wednesday 29  
JaCs  � Left Over’s Time.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2 members and £2.50 non-members  
 
Sunday 2 June
Helping Hands Tea �  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 2.30 pm 
– 4.30 pm

sussex Jewish Film Club  � presents Watermarks at RH, 
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm

Grodzinki’s challos, rolls and Kosher bread 
available weekly by courtesy of Lubavitch 

Brighton from Premier Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street (tel. 01273 735131)

Please be sure to reserve your order so that we know 
how many to supply. Orders can be collected on 

Thursdays or Fridays. 

Erratum 
In our last issue incorrect information appeared 

regarding the AJEX event held on 7 April.  
The editors apologize for the error and any 

inconvenience this may have caused.
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