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Brighton & Hove is a forward-looking community, as revealed by the letter to the Editor entitled Rabbis 
are on the Ball. It has been suggested that, inter alia, future local football matches may be preceded by 

Mincha and that kosher meals would be available in the Amex restaurants. 

Furthermore, it is understood that the new spirit of co-operation between our religious congregations 
has led to a proposed inter-community meeting to explore the possibility of amalgamation of all four 

synagogues. A source, close to one of Brighton’s foremost philanthropists has revealed to SJN that he 
has obtained an option to purchase the Conway Street Bus Depot, which he would donate if agreement 

were reached on the amalgamation.
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:

are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers are •	
not necessarily those of SJN;
accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products or •	
services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; and
welcome readers’ contributions but reserve the right to edit, cut, decline or •	
submit the content to others for comment.

To ensure that we receive your submissions by email, please send them ONLY to 
editor@sussexjewishnews.com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration 
for publication. To assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format 
using Times New Roman as a font. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of volunteers, 
any response may be subject to delay.
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your news
births
•�  Mazel tov to Laura James and Neil Rabbetts on the birth of their 

daughter, Freya Amanda Bayla Rabbetts. A grandchild for Lindsey 
James and a niece for Emma James.

•�  Mazel tov to Stephanie and Brian Megitt on the birth of Miriam, 
another grandchild in Israel

•�  Mazel tov to Linda and Ronnie Taylor on the birth of their great-
grandson, Frankie, a grandson for Sally.

Children’s birthdays
Mazel tov to Adam Firsht, Lauren Gardner, Maisie Jackson, Samuel 
Levene, Maia Matofska-Dyer and Gabriella Shlomo on their special 
birthdays.

special birthdays   
Mazel tov to John Booker, Anne Carr,  Susan Conway, Jeremy Crown, 
Kathleen Davidson, Michelle Epstein, Coral Franks, Stella Harris, 
Catherine Itzcovitz, Jack Kaye and Dennis Schulster on their special 
birthdays.

Wedding anniversaries
Mazel tov to Marilyn and Simon Conn on their Pearl wedding 
anniversary.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to Cynthia Barnett, Rose Cannan,  
Barbara Comiskey, Ivor Goldman, Alan Lindsey-Lewis, Rabbi 
Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah, Ronee Silverman, Gweni Sorokin and 
Warwick Winston. 

achievement
Mazel tov to Daniel Salbstein of Worthing on being awarded an OBE 
in the New Year’s Honours for services promoting UK/Russia mutual 
understanding. The former chairman of the Great Britain-Russia 
Society was “very honoured and very humbled” to receive the award 
in “recognition of what I and others have helped achieve.”

Deaths 
We wish long life to the family of Etty Ruth Davis z’l.

your views
rabbis are on the ball
Dear Editor,

I am an observant Jew and a Brighton & Hove Albion supporter. 
Unfortunately, because most football matches are played on 
Shabbat, sport has, in the past, had to take second place.
It is therefore with delight that I write to thank the Rabbis of Brighton 
and Hove for their excellent initiative in organising a joint minyan at 
the Amex Stadium before the match. 

On behalf of the 350 people who attended the service, thank you.

Don Duckovsky, Hove

Local MP signs HMD book of  
Commitment
Mike Weatherley, MP for Hove and Portslade, marked Holocaust 
Memorial Day by signing the Book of Commitment in Parliament. 

The 68th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the 
Nazi concentration and extermination camp which is the site of the 
largest mass murder in history, was commemorated on 27 January 
2013. In the weeks running up to the day, the Holocaust Educational 
Trust placed a Book of Commitment in the House of Commons to 
give Members of Parliament the chance to honour those who were 
persecuted and killed during the Holocaust. 

Holocaust Memorial Day also presents an opportunity to actively 
speak out against prejudice and bigotry. 

south of england entrepreneur 
of the year 
by Yael Breuer

Brighton solicitor Penina Shepherd was among seven National 
Finalists for the Entrepreneur of the Year Award, announced by 
the British Chamber of Commerce. Penina, the Founder and MD 
of Acumen Business Law and a member of the Brighton and 
Hove Reform Synagogue, was crowned as the overall winner of 
the Chamber’s Entrepreneur of the Year Category in the South of 
England, an area covering London, Sussex, Surrey, Kent and the 
surrounding areas. 

A commercial solicitor in England and a barrister in Israel, she is 
regularly in demand as a guest speaker at business events. Inspired 
by the Israeli legal culture, Penina decided to scrap the hourly rate 
charging system, which is widely used in the UK, replacing it with a
model of fixed-fee pricing.

“I am absolutely delighted to receive this title,” she said. “It is 
fantastic that a lawyer is receiving such an accolade and recognition 
in the business community; this is particularly so, bearing in mind 
the current economic climate generally and the changes in the legal 
industry specifically.”

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS

If you are in hospital or know of anyone being 
admitted into hospital, please get in touch with info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org or telephone 

07771 210186 so that a Jewish chaplain can be 
contacted to visit.  
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a Memorable visit 
by Paul Harrington 
On Tuesday 15 January, Year 6 pupils at Carden Primary 
School had the honour of being visited by two very special 
ladies who had survived the Holocaust. The children sat for 
over an hour and were mesmerised by the astonishing and 
humbling story of Rosa Rasalowicz and Sheindi Perez’s 
journey through Europe from their tiny village in Hungary, torn 
from members of their family and sent to a variety of work 
camps, including Auschwitz and Belsen. Against unbelievable 
odds, they managed to remain together through sheer 
perseverance, determination and willpower. 

The visit enriched the children’s work on the Holocaust, 
enabling them to write some powerful pieces on the 
importance of Holocaust Memorial Day for an exhibition at 
Jubilee Library on 24 January. It was also a powerful reminder 
of why it is vital to accept, tolerate and celebrate diversity 
within our global community. 

Following the visit, Mr Harrington commented that “It was an 
honour and a privilege to meet all of you this morning. The 
children were buzzing about it after and the adults were truly 
touched by all of your heart-wrenching stories. Many of 

the other staff who were not in the room were very keen to 
find out more, so I spent most of the day explaining what an 
amazing experience and a wonderful gift you gave us today. 
Something I’m confident we will remember and cherish for 
many, many years to come.”

ralli Hall 
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman 

On return from holiday at the beginning of January I checked 
with the office and was informed that, to date, there had been 
109 new or renewed paid-up memberships for 2013. This is 
better than the same time last year, but bearing in mind the 
number of people in our community and the minimal cost of 
only £27.00 for a single adult (not in full-time education), or 
£50.00 for a couple, it really is a very poor show. 

Last Sunday I attended a most important meeting run by the 
Zionist Federation, with a number of guests from the Christian 
Friends of Israel, where there were well over 150 people 
present. Where else could such a meeting be hosted in a 
neutral location, whilst being well guarded by the CST? Also, 
a new committee has been set up to provide information and 
help to the Community in these troubled times: its members 
have been told that they can hold their meetings at Ralli Hall 
free of charge. Who do you think should be paying for such 
facilities – just the wider community, through their renting of 
rooms for various purposes, often resulting in our Community 
complaining that there is then no availability for their meetings 
and simchas? Please show your commitment to the Jewish 
Centre at Ralli Hall by joining, or rejoining. 

B&HJCF membership forms are available from the office; 
please either pop in during office hours, or phone on 01273 
202254.

Now that I have got that off my chest, I can move on to 
other matters. In fact, there is little else to report this month, 
although I have just been informed by Rabbi Efune, that 
he will once again hold a Purim Party at Ralli Hall. These 
are always great fun, with the Great Hall packed and full of 
laughter and good food, so please support him and come 
along for a super evening. 

I have also met Norina and our two caretakers to plan a 
regime of cleaning and maintenance for the building in 2013. 
I have previously commented upon the fact that we now have 
a full caretaking complement and, apart from keeping the 
building spick and span, there are also plans to redecorate a 
number of the letting rooms, some of which are really in need 
of some tender loving care.

Let me take the opportunity of reminding you that plans 
are afoot to celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the 
building of Ralli Hall and I should be able to provide you with 
more details within the next couple of months.

See you at Ralli Hall!

eastbourne events
eastbourne Hebrew Congregation, susan’s road
Services are held at 10.00 am every Saturday morning.  For 
further details contact Mrs. Linda Taylor 01323 484135 or 
Sally 07739082538

eastbourne Progressive Jewish Congregation
Services are currently held on the 4th Friday of each month 
starting at 6.00 pm, followed by supper.

Dates for your diary:
Tuesday, February 5th 2013 at 3.00 pm – Monthly afternoon 
tea at the Cavendish Hotel, Grand Parade, Eastbourne, BN21 
4DH in the library room. Come and meet friends and enjoy the 
`Coffee and Chat (note this month we meet on Tuesday NOT 
Wednesday)

2nd March EPJC will be holding their first all day Shabbaton

Contact: Angela 01323 725650 -  EPJCONG@SKY.COM or 
Suzanne  01323-726767 –malka.seltzer@gmail.com  

Sheindi and Rosa surrounded by some of the pupils
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The Lunch Club ended 2012 with a great flourish with three 
wonderful Chanukah parties: two at Ralli Hall and one at 
Hyman Fine House with great entertainers, food and drink. 
We all enjoyed them so much that my feet are still aching 
from all the dancing!
  
Well 2013 is finally here, and I would like to make sure that 
our community is in no doubt  - the Lunch and Social Club 
is fun for us all and offers so much more fun, entertainment, 
help, food and friendship, that I can put in writing. I 
understand there are still many people out there who sit alone 
at home and are hesitant about joining us. So this year I am 
planning to offer even more programmes to show you that we 
are not in the least old-fashioned or fuddy-duddy. 

We are in the process of planning a book club, cookery 
classes, circle dancing and discussion groups as well as 
more outings and a weekend away in spring. So why not give 
me a call or just come along and try us out and of course, do 
not forget our lovely 3-course kosher meal (this saves you all 
cooking in the evening).

Remember we are currently offering:  (1) computer classes 
in Word, Skype, Google etc. (we promise to help you 
and be very patient); (2) bridge classes for beginners and 
intermediates; (3) exercise classes - Tai Chi and Yoga; 
(4) quizzes; (5) crosswords; (6) discussion groups; (7) 
entertainers; and (8) bingo.

We have amazing volunteers who help in many ways but we 
are always looking for new ones so, if you are interested, 
just give me a call. It’s not just about giving; you might be 
pleasantly surprised at how much you enjoy the lovely warm 
atmosphere! 

We would like to thank Philip Freeman for his generosity 
on the occasion of his 80th birthday. Instead of receiving 
presents for himself, he asked his friends and family to give 
donations to our Club. Thank you once again Philip and 
your family and friends for your kindness, which is much 
appreciated.

We hope this will be a healthy and happy year for you all.

ralli Hall Lunch and social Club 
by Jacquie Tichauer 

Profile:  Moss Kimmelman 
by Sidney Lipman 

In recent times, the local branch of AJEX welcomed a 
valuable asset in the form of Moss Kimmelman, our brand 
new treasurer. Apart from keeping a neat record of our 
finances, his other more rewarding pastime is stamp-
collecting on a scale about which I am sure the experts at 
Stanley Gibbons would wax lyrical.

It all started at seven years of age when he joined the Cubs 
and started collecting badges and stamps, swapping being 
popular. Around the age of 11 he found out that Leadenhall 
Street in the City of London was the centre for shipping lines. 
He collected envelopes from them with stamps from all over 
the world and won first prize at school... ‘Book of the Air’.

Moss always had a yearning to fly and at the age of 17 
enrolled in the RAF achieving his ambition with Coastal 
Command, while still saving stamps. After ‘demob’ he 
joined a large retail company with 600 outlets, before the 
existence of computers, which instructed that all sale tickets 
from branches be returned to head office twice weekly. 
Moss was in a position to persuade the post room to save 
the envelopes, which resulted in thousands of stamps. Any 
excess of stamps is always sent to charitable causes. 

But then Moss always does things in multiples of ten. 
Whereas the average stamp collector would settle for one 
or two albums of individual stamps, he buys a whole set 
of mint issues, produced in countries all over the world. 
Each album is prefaced with historical and geographical 
details of the country concerned, all neatly enumerated in 
a manner of which any museum or library would be proud. 
His American collection includes a sheet of 50 stamps, one 
for every state in the U.S.A. The Israeli section includes one 
whole sheet of Chanukah stamps, whilst the British, not to be 
outdone, issued a whole page set of stamps to mark the very 
successful 2012 Olympic games.

Moss is always on the lookout for a rarity; he recently 
purchased a large bag of stamps for £3, inside which he 
found one valued at £12. If you have any surplus stamps of 
any country, including G.B. Moss will grade them and pass 
them on to a charity. He feels that young people today are 
missing out on a wealth of information from this absorbing 
hobby.

In order to get his family to retain interest, he has turned the 
entire collection into mini encyclopaedias, with maps, photos, 
travel notes and any local philatelic knowledge.

He is also gifted at fretwork and was recently commissioned 
to produce an arched framework to fit above a hallway. The 
end result was a delicate and intricate work of art in three 
sections. Well done!  

Sidney Lipman is the Honorary Secretary of the Brighton & 
Hove Branch of AJEX.
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festive fun at Hyman fine 
House 
by Beverly Barnett and Natasha Carson 

December has been a busy month for us at Hyman Fine. Our 
Chanukah party was held on the 12th and residents, staff 
and volunteers joined together to make it a very enjoyable 
afternoon. Thanks to our local Rabbis and volunteers for 
helping to make our candle lighting so enjoyable for us all at 
the Home. 

Despite the cold weather we are regularly attending Ralli Hall 
and some of our residents went on a trip to see the opera 
Orpheus and there was another outing to a local restaurant 
for a fish and chip lunch. 

Inside the Home we are enjoying Creative Lace, an art 
group which combines fabric painting and music as well as 
aromatherapy, music and movement as well as discussion 
groups. Lilian Jordon, one of our residents, has begun 
teaching French.  

As always, if you feel that you could spare us some time to 
help volunteer regularly or for a one-off event, please contact 
Natasha Carson or Mark Pady on 01273 266882.  

We look forward to more activities in the future and wish you 
all a happy and healthy 2013.

Beverly Barnett and Natasha Carson are Volunteer Co-
ordinator and Manager, respectively, at Hyman Fine House

Hastings and District Jewish 
society  
by Stella Harris
Wow, what a year 2012 turned out to be! The many events will 
stay in our memories forever.  The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, 
the Olympic and Paralympic games, the Tour de France and 
Andy Murray winning his first major tennis title as well as gold 
and silver medals at the Olympics, were all outstanding days 
in the nation’s calendar.
 
Here in Bexhill, we too have had our celebrations at our 
meeting place, the Senior Citizens’ Club in Eversly Road. 
We meet there at 7.00 pm on the first Friday of the month. 
We happily celebrated Hilda Phillips’s 90th birthday and 
Reva Flaster’s 91st (not having realized that she had already 
reached 90 last year!). We also regularly have tea parties for 
all our members and their friends.
 
We have joined together for several Simchas with the 
Eastbourne Jewish communities and Bexhill C.C.J.  Simchas 
Torah at Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation was particularly 

enjoyable. The Chanukah party at the W.R.V.S was also 
a great success. There was a live band, a raffle, menorah 
lighting, doughnuts and lots of delicious cakes. It was lovely 
to have some children along who played with the dreidels. 
Thank you to all the organisers, helpers, caterers, those who 
donated raffle prizes and delicious food and to the many 
people who attended and joined in the wonderful day. I hope 
we can have many more multi events like this.
 
We welcomed two new members to serve on the H&DJS 
committee as well as some new members and friends to the 
Society.
 
We are so grateful to Brian Linke for leading our services, as 
well as being treasurer.  Tea and biscuits always follow the 
services and occasionally we have a speaker or just a social 
evening. We have some entertaining speakers in the pipeline 
for 2013. Our February event includes a talk entitled On the 
Buses. 

We wish mazel tov to the Taylor family from Eastbourne 
Hebrew Congregation on the birth of Frankie, a new grandson 
for Sally and great-grandson for Linda and Ronnie.

The Sussex Jewish Representative Council
are proud to host a special simcha to celebrate

Yom Ha’atzmaut 2013
on 15th April 2013

at the Hove Town Hall,
Norton Road, HOVE

at 7pm
Supper & Dancing          Live London Jewish Band

More details to follow
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Christians and Jews 
unite for israel 
by Stephen Hoffman 

On Sunday 6th January 2013, nearly 200 
activists attended an event jointly held by 
The Zionist Federation (ZF) and Christian 
Friends of Israel (CFI) in Brighton. At the 
event, a tribute was made to Ray Bloom 
for his steadfast support of the Brighton 
Jewish community and the ZF. At the 
event the formation of Sussex Friends 
of Israel was also announced. The event 
encouraged people to be active within 
ZF and CFI, as a way of advocating on 
behalf of Israel. 

Furthermore, in the run up to the ZF/CFI 
Parliamentary Lobby of 23 January 2013, 
it was a way of people joining together 

to lobby the MP for Brighton Pavilion, 
Caroline Lucas, who has previously 
made statements deemed as being 
anti-Israel. This had particular resonance 
in Brighton, due to the attempts by anti-
Israel activists to shut down the Israeli 
eco-friendly store Ecostream.

The panel that included Jacob Vince, 
director of CFI and a member of the 
General Synod, covered the importance 
of advocating for Israel and the best way 
of doing this. One area that is growing 
in importance which was covered is 
social media and the internet, as a way 
of making Israel’s case heard and an 
effective method of attracting more 
supporters.

Sam Hailes, a young activist, journalist 
and media assistant for CFI suggested 
a recipe for success at the event saying 

“Take something you are passionate 
about, mix it with a bit of Israel and see 
what happens.”

Alan Aziz, Executive Director of the ZF 
stated “At a time when Israel comes 
under frequent attack, I am delighted 
to see the partnership with CFI go from 
strength to strength. Thanks to this 
partnership, those advocating for Israel 
have a stronger voice than ever before 
throughout the UK. “

The ZF and all its members will continue 
to work with CFI to make sure Israel has 
a strong voice in the UK representing 
them. One way this is done is through 
the ZF and CFI’s annual Parliamentary 
lobby, which this year took place on 23 
January 2013. 

friends coming 
together  
by Sam Hailes 

It was a pleasure to be able to address a 
mixed audience of Christians and Jews 
at Ralli Hall on the evening of 6 January 
2013. With the joint Christian Friends of 
Israel and Zionist Federation lobby of 
Parliament nearly upon us, it was great 
to be able to remind one another of the 
need to speak up. The recent anti-Israel 
activity in Brighton makes it easy to give 
in and sit back. But thankfully the packed 
room demonstrated that there are plenty 
in Sussex who will not stay silent.

In my brief address I mentioned how 
in my own life I’ve sought to be an 
advocate for Israel through writing 

and social media. Each of us have 
different skills and abilities and all are 
needed in both the national and local 
fight to present a true picture of what is 
happening in the Middle East. 

I was struck by the significance of Jews 
and Christians gathering together in 
unity. As a Christian myself I don’t take 
such events lightly. History reveals 
many terrible examples of Christian 
anti-Semitism. But events like Sunday’s 
demonstrate genuine mutual love and 
friendship. Let’s hope this collaboration 
between Jews and Christians continues 
and only grows stronger as time goes on. 

As a journalist I’m all too aware that the 
media is there to hold the government 
to account. But when both these 
institutions fail us, action is needed. 

There are still some in both groups 
who love Israel. And with the combined 
positive action of both Christians and 
Jews, we can see real change. 

With so much negativity about Israel 
being bandied about, it was refreshing to 
be in a room filled with so many people 
who know the other side of the story. 
But while I hope our words were helpful, 
I know they are not vital. Actions speak 
louder than words and I look forward to 
taking action on 23 January as Christians 
and Jews together go to Westminster. 
Will you join us?

Sam Hailes is a Media Assistant with 
CFI-UK.

Voluntary Support Agencies
•   Day Centre (Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club) 01273 202254 

rallihall@tiscali.co.uk
•   Norwood/Tikvah House  01273 564021
•   Welfare Officer at Brighton & Hove Reform (Annette Norris) 

01273 735343 
•    Hyman Fine House 01273 688226 
•   Welfare at Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue/L’chaim 

project 01273 737223
•   Helping Hands 01273 747722 helping-hands@helping-hands.org
•   Brighton & Hove Welfare Board  07952 479111 or 

sussexjwb@googlemail.com
•   Brighton & Hove Jewish Housing Association: 

bahjha@g ooglemail.com
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The inclusion of two local Jews in the naming of Brighton 
and Hove Bus Company’s latest acquisition of nineteen new 
buses is to be warmly welcomed. As you should know, many 
of our local buses are named after individuals, now deceased, 
who made a contribution or were associated with this locality. 
These two additions bring to 20 the number of local Jews 
who have thus far been commemorated, a testament to the 
contribution which the local Jewish community has made to 
life and landscape in Brighton and Hove.

Bus no.449 is named after Harold Poster. He owned and 
developed the Metropole, Bedford and Norfolk Hotels, to 
the great benefit of local business and trade. The Norfolk 
he subsequently sold to Alfred Feld (bus no 706) but the 
original Bedford was destroyed by fire. He developed the 
Exhibition Centre at the Metropole as well as the Sussex 
Heights flats. He also owned the West Pier and would have 
restored that edifice had not some lack of cooperation by the 
Brighton Council eventually reduced that Grade I structure 
to the sorry state it is today. Another of his enthusiasms was 
for a Brighton Festival of the Arts and that has, of course, 
developed and prospered.

Bus no.443 is named Levi Emanuel Cohen. Cohen was born 
in 1796, the eldest son of Emanuel Hyam Cohen, regarded as 
the founder of the local Jewish community. Incidentally, his 
brother-in-law was Henry Solomon (bus no. 833), Brighton’s 

first Chief Constable. He 
was murdered in 1844 
and a blue plaque to him 
is likely to be placed on 
Brighton Town Hall in 
2013. 

Another brother-in-law 
was Hyam Lewis, from 
whom Lewis (later Lord) 
Cohen (bus no. 440) is 
descended. Levi Emanuel 
established in 1827 The 
Brighton Guardian, which 
he owned, managed and 
edited. This was a great 
campaigning journal, 
promoting universal suffrage, opposing the Corn Laws, 
and defending the poor against charges that they were the 
source of criminal activity. This hardly endeared him to the 
establishment and in 1833 he was charged and convicted 
of libel, bringing the Magistracy into disrepute, setting the 
lower classes against the higher, and inciting the people to 
acts of incendiarism, all usually summarised as ‘sedition’. 
For all these offences he was sentenced to six months 
imprisonment, which he served in Chelmsford prison and 
from which he continued to edit his newspaper. The ‘powers 
that be’ may not have been very impressed with him but 

his fellow journalists 
were and twice elected 
him President of the 
Newspaper Society. He 
represented the Brighton 
Hebrew Congregation at 
the conference to elect 
a new Chief Rabbi. He 
never married, dying 
in 1860, and is buried 
in the original Jewish 
Cemetery at Florence 
Place.

On The buses - More Names
by Godfrey Gould

Word Power  
by Simon Hatchwell 

The power of the word is something 
strongly recognised in the Torah.

The first warning we get is about 
Lashonne Ha’rah, bad tongue, bad 
language, bad words.  A person with a 
bad tongue is one who has nothing good 
to say about people and who only sees 
their bad side. Bad gossip can destroy a 
person’s reputation, which, in turn, could 
kill that person.

In the 6th of the Ten Commandments, 
Lo Tirtsah – thou shall not kill – another 

warning against bad words is given. My 
revered teacher, Monsieur Levinas z’l, 
the Maimonides of our time, gave this 
interpretation to the commandment. 
He said, “Of course you must not kill 
a person physically. It is obvious that 
the interdiction is about killing a person 
spiritually, mentally”. We all know that 
one can reduce a person to nothing just 
by verbal persecution.

In the proclamation Techouva, Tsedakah 
ou Tefilah (Repentance, Charity and 
Prayer) the three magic words often 
mentioned in our High Holy Day prayers, 
the invitation to pray is also a recognition 
of the power of the word. Tefilah, Prayer, 

is the saying of words that can or could 
influence the course of events.

Finally, according to our holy texts in the 
episode relating to Balak, King of Moab, 
who invites Bil’am to curse the Israelites, 
we find that even God in his Majesty 
recognises the power of the word 
emanating from a human being. God 
telling Bil’am not to curse the Israelites 
and to say only the words He was going 
to put in his mouth is a recognition by 
Him of the power that man has.

All these warn us to be careful of what 
we say.

Portrait of Levi Emanuel 
Cohen, Courtesy of the 
National Portrait Gallery
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I have often wondered what brought 
my grandparents to this wonderful 
country. How did they get here? What 
difficulties and dangers did they face 
on their journey?  No diaries or records 
were kept, and it is only by careful 
piecing together fragments of aunties’ 
and uncles’ memories that a fascinating 
story has emerged.

In 1902 Josef, aged 19, and his brother 
Louis, aged 17, left their parents Chaim 
and Sarah and 3 younger siblings 
in Kiev, Ukraine, Russia, in order 
to avoid pogroms and compulsory 
military service, which for Jews, meant 
inevitable death. The plan 
was for Josef and Louis 
to make for America via 
Germany and England, and 
once established, send 
for the rest of the family. 
Their parents had scraped 
together all the roubles they 
could, about £30 at today’s 
value, and after a tearful 
goodbye, sent the boys on 
their way.

They planned to walk to 
Hamburg by night, resting 
by day in order to escape 
detection, for in the eyes 
of the law they were 
deserters from the army. In 
any case Jews travelling in 
the countryside were always sure of a 
hostile reception.  They had to forage 
for food, often surviving on berries 
and the occasional egg raided from an 
unguarded chicken coop at night. After 
5 weeks of walking and sleeping rough, 
they arrived in Hamburg and booked 
passage to their final destination, Ellis 
Island, America, on the Hamburg-
America Shipping Line via Hull and 
Liverpool.

The ship set sail amidst great 
excitement and in due course 
arrived in Hull, where the passengers 
disembarked and boarded the train for 
Liverpool. They changed platforms in 
Leeds for the Liverpool train along with 
hundreds of chattering, excited Russian, 
German and Polish Jews. Louis had 

taken up with a group of young men 
from a nearby village that had done 
nothing but plan their future in the New 
World. From the moment of their arrival 
nothing was going to prevent them from 
making their fortunes and sending for 
their families to join them in their new 
and wonderful lives. Louis was counting 
the hours for his new life to begin.

But here the hand of fate stepped in 
which was to change forever the future 
of the Zisling boys. Josef turned and 
saw his old school friend Jacov from 
home. Embracing, Jacov told him 
of the wonderful jobs he and all his 

friends had there in Leeds, working 
for a strict but kindly Jewish employer 
called Montague Burton in his up-to-
date tailoring factory. “Stay here and 
be happy” was Jacov’s advice to Josef, 
who could see the sense in this. After 
all, they could still use their tickets to 
America later. He tried to convince 
Louis to join him to try their luck in 
Leeds amongst their friends, but to no 
avail. Louis could not be persuaded and 
so they vowed to correspond regularly 
and meet up again either in England or 
America within the year. The boys sadly 
parted, Louis to America and Josef to 
Camp Road in Leeds.

The months passed and both boys 
did well, keeping in touch as they had 
promised, but as they prospered their 

positions became more entrenched 
and neither was prepared to give up his 
hard-earned gains.

Louis had settled in Delancey Street in 
the Lower East Side of New York, and 
in partnership with one of his shipboard 
friends, had bought a pushcart. The two 
walked up and down the Bowery and 
Little Italy buying and selling anything 
they could get their hands on. They 
started by eking out a living, but bit 
by bit they each saved enough to fill 
a suitcase with small household items 
and toiletries, and soon were venturing 
further afield, even as far as New Jersey 

across the East River. 

By now Louis was a 
striking young man 
of almost 20 and 
he received many 
an admiring glance 
from the girls in the 
neighbourhood. Better 
still he was considered 
a good catch by their 
parents, and so soon 
found a bride. In 1905 
Golda Greenberg 
became his wife and by 
1908 they had 2 little 
boys. 

Louis had gone from 
strength to strength, 

although he was still in touch with Josef 
all thoughts of returning to England 
had long since gone, and to his great 
sadness, having saved enough money 
to send for his parents, he learned of 
their passing. After some persuasion 
his two sisters and younger brother left 
Russia, and joined him in New York, 
where he had found them housing and 
work. 

Meanwhile Josef had taken a job at 
Burton’s and risen quickly to charge 
hand, making what was to him a 
princely wage. Soon he met and 
married Florence Fligg and settled 
down to raise a family. First came 
Henrietta (Netta), then Isadore (Bunny), 
Edna, Marjorie (Minnie) and Marianne.  
Joseph, as he now spelled his name, 

The Zisling brothers 
by Lawrence Sissling
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and his family worked hard over the years and in time his 
children married and started their own families. 

All the usual trials and tribulations befell them and when war 
broke out, all the men joined the Services, happy to fight for 
the country that had taken them in. In due course they all 
arrived home well and unharmed. Florence had died at a very 
young age, and in 1950 Joseph too passed away. 

Over in America Louis had made his way from peddling 
toiletries to dealing modestly in property. After some years he 
entered into partnership with his wife’s brother in Chicago, 
and by pooling their resources transformed a small property 

business by stages into a substantial holding. Both families 
had sons who took the business further, and in keeping 
with the more refined area where they now lived, Louis’ son 
changed his name from Solomon Zisling to Selwyn Smart. 

After several years with no contact Joseph’s family in England 
tried to find out what had become of Louis, but because of 
the change of location and name, the trail went cold for a 
long time. That is until one day, when there came a knock 
on the door of 61 Welbeck Avenue, Hove, and a young lady 
standing on the doorstep said, “I think I am your cousin from 
New York.”

a Culture of rescue  
On 22 November 2012, the Albanian Embassy and the Wiener 
Library hosted a special event, A Culture of Rescue:  an 
evening celebrating Jewish-Albanian solidarity against the 
Holocaust.  

The evening was honoured by the Chargé d’Affaires of the 
Republic of Albania, Mr Mal Berisha, the Ambassador of the 
State of Israel, Mr Daniel Taub and Dr Liri Berisha, President 
and Founder of Mother Teresa Foundation, and the Director of 
the Wiener Library, Mr Ben Barkow.

The centrepiece of this event was the testimony of Dr T. Scarlet 
Epstein OBE who is a living witness of Albanian hospitality and 
care for Jews who were under the threat of extermination. She 
was granted an Albanian visa in 1938 to escape the Nazis. Her 
fascinating and unique story, as well as the wider historical 
context, were told by a short film and then by Dr Epstein 
herself.

Albania, with its Muslim, Christian and Orthodox population 
played an exceptional role during this darkest chapter of 
European Jewish history, protecting its own Jewish population 
and taking in many other Jews fleeing from Nazi persecution.

For many centuries Albanians have followed a Cultural Code 
of Honour, called Besa, which translates roughly as ‘word of 
honour’. Besa is a code of conduct that stands above religious 
differences. This fact became especially significant during the 
Holocaust as many Albanians made the courageous decision to 
save the lives of thousands of Jewish refugees from elsewhere 
in Europe, as a result of which the Jewish population of Albania 
increased substantially between 1937 and 1945.

The extraordinary history of rescue in Albania has already 
been told in some countries, particularly in the United States, 
through eyewitnesses, survivors, published articles and books, 
exhibitions at Holocaust Museums and most recently through 
documentary and feature films. This cultural event is important, 
however, so that the British public also becomes aware of this 
unique historical example of successful interfaith relations.
The Israeli Ambassador and the Albanian Chargé d’Affaires 
addressed the participants on the excellent relationship and 
the historical ties between Albania and the State of Israel, 
which go back to the Albanian solidarity in this dark moment 
of Jewish and world history. It was also mentioned that a small 
country like Albania has 69 of its citizens honoured on Yad 

Vashem’s Avenue of the Righteous, while the UK – just to give a 
perspective – has 19 and the USA 3.

Participants were also addressed by Dr Liri Berisha, who 
considered this Albanian example of profound humanity 
an inspiring story for the young generations and an 
encouragement to walk the path of peace and freedom.

Dr Liri Berisha, offered Dr T. Scarlett Epstein an award of 
gratitude on behalf of the Municipality of Tirana and the Mayor 
of Tirana, Mr Lulzim Basha – in recognition of her work and 
valuable contribution in promoting the noble values of the 
Albanians and the Albanian Besa and for bringing this history to 
the attention of the British public.

This article was originally published on the internet on 23 
November 2012 and is reprinted with permission.

Malcolm Green
Catering

The selection of your menu is an important part in the 
planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. 

We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements 
and help create the function you will be proud of. Let us 

introduce you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s 
leading Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher 

destination wedding specialist.
 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST
Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823

 koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

www.kosherexperiences.co.il

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN 

(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
 www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/
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The Magic of the Musicals 
by Ivor Sorokin

Having recently seen the spectacular 
show Top Hat in London (raid your 
moneybox, it’s expensive but worth 
it) and the new exciting production of 
Kiss me Kate in Chichester, I have been 
thinking of the memorable shows Gweni 
and I have attended. We have seen 
most of the major productions, although 
it would be boring just to list them.

We loved the Andrew Lloyd Webber 
productions up to Evita but have not 
bothered with Phantom of the Opera, 
Cats or his subsequent offerings. One of 
his little-known productions, Tell Me on 
a Sunday, is very short but a particular 
favourite of ours. We saw an updated 
production last year with Denise van 
Outen but were not thrilled with the 
new numbers.

However, the bonus was chatting to 
Don Black, the lyricist, who was seated 
all on his own in the front stalls while 
Andrew Lloyd Webber was at the back 
(strange). Don is such a nice, heimishe 
fellow, a real mensch. What a wonderful 
talent and he has written so many great 
lyrics. Nobody knew what he looked like 
until he was the guest on the TV show 
Countdown.

We went on a charity function to see 
Michael Crawford in Barnum. This was 
the first preview night and the show was 
superb. We immediately booked again 
and took all of our family along as well 
as Monty Levien (z”l). He was producing 
a Ralli Hall kids’ show jointly with Gweni 
and they used the songs “One brick at 
a time” and “Bigger isn’t better” with 
great effect. About four years later, we 
saw the final show, which was very 
emotional.

The most tear-jerking musical was 
certainly Les Miserables, which we 
enjoyed just after it moved to the West 
End from The Barbican. At the time 
it did not get good reviews, which 
tells you how much the critics know 
about entertainment. It was written by 
a French pair, Schonberg and Boubil, 

who also wrote another stunning piece, 
Miss Saigon. When we heard that their 
third effort, Martin Guerre was opening 
imminently, we booked seats for the 
second night (we have never had the 
luck to obtain tickets for an opening 
night). However, it was absolutely awful 
and it closed a short time later.

Another disappointment was Lady in 
the Dark. When we saw that it was on at 
the National and was by Gershwin and 
Hart, we booked. Unfortunately it was 
not by George and Lorenz, but by their 
brothers, Ira and Moss - not good at all. 
Silly mistake!

We have a particular affinity with 
Chicago and The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas, as Gweni 
had major roles in local amateur 
productions. Unfortunately, when Rabbi 
Rosenblum and Rhoda came to see 
Whorehouse at the Gardner Arts Centre 
at the University of Sussex, they left at 
the interval as they had not realised that 
it was so risqué.

No article by a Jew could fail to mention 
Fiddler on the Roof. I can’t remember 
what was played at Jewish functions 
previously. We have seen this several 
times, notably with Topol in the West 
End and at Ralli Hall some years ago. All 
actors playing Tevye interpreted the role 
as Topol did (including Malcolm Green 
locally, who did a great job). Last year, 
at the Savoy Theatre, we saw Henry 
Goodman who created a completely 
different Tevye and was superb.

In my opinion, two of the most 
underrated musicals are La Cage aux 
Folles and Mack and Mabel. They 
are both crammed with wonderful, 
meaningful songs.

It took me a little while to appreciate the 
content of Cage, but Gweni said that it 
was really a tender love story and not to 
worry about the personalities. Mack and 
Mabel had a great start in England after 
skaters Torville and Dean used it in their 
championship routine, but it somehow 
never got the acclaim it deserved. We 
saw it several times, and the producers 
kept changing the endings. The version 
we enjoyed most was at the Theatre 
Royal by the Brighton & Hove Operatic 
Society.

The musical I wish we had seen was 
The Boy from Oz. This is the story of 
Peter Allen’s dalliances with both Judy 
Garland and Liza Minelli. It starred the 
great Hugh Jackman on Broadway but 
has never been performed in England. 
The songs are a mixture of being highly 
emotional and very exciting.  Talking 
of Hugh Jackman, I think that he was 
terrific as Curly in Oklahoma at the 
National, with Maureen Lipman as Aunt 
Eller.

Gweni and I have seen shows all over 
the world, from the very non-pc Avenue 
Q on Broadway to the charming The 
Fantastiks at the King’s Head pub in 
Islington. Did you know that the latter 
ran for over 40 years off-Broadway?

Another quirky theatre venue is the 
Meunier Chocolate Factory, close 
to London Bridge Station. We have 
enjoyed superb pre-West End shows 
there, particularly Sweet Charity with 
the gorgeous Tamsin Outhwaite as 
Charity.

A good musical should bring out all 
one’s hidden inner emotions and, to 
use a Jewish/Yiddish word, it must be 
full of Neshamah. One should leave 
the theatre feeling elated and humming 
the wonderful music. However, the 
new “hit” shows do not have that 
same magic for us, so we rely on our 
wonderful memories and look forward, 
hopefully, to some new revivals.

A good musical should bring out 
all one’s hidden inner emotions 

be full of  Neshamah.
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Memories of another time 
by Dr. David Gordon

In 1957 I had the honour of being 
selected as a member of the British 
Football Squad chosen for the 
Maccabiah, held every four years in 
Israel – our own Jewish ‘Olympic’ 
games. The squad consisted of 16 
players, quite a few from Wingate FC, 
which in those days played in the old 
‘London league’. We also had young 
men in the squad from Scotland, 
Sheffield and Manchester. At that time, 
I had just completed my first year as 
a medical student at King’s College, 
London and was a couple of months 
short of my twentieth birthday.

The Maccabiah has continued every 
four years since then, the most recent 
being 2009 with the next this year. 
Football, as in the Olympic Games, is 
just a small part of the whole event, 
which is full of the most exciting 
athletics and other sports events, with 
massive interest and following from the 
nation.

How different though, must be the 
facilities, the travel and the people 
involved from those of 1957. We flew 
in a Dakota, a WW11 troop carrier, 
adapted for private travel.  I do have 
memories of it, my first ever flight. We 
stopped overnight in Italy (Brindisi) 
where a mighty storm blew the airport 
lights. The poor pilot must have had 
real problems landing the plane, which 
was not a very comfortable place to 
be at the time. I sat next to one of our 
weightlifters and remember one of the 
air hostesses being sick. We landed 
and spent the night in a hotel, resuming 
the journey next day. We stopped at 
Athens for refuelling before the final 
flight to Lod, now Ben Gurion, airport. 
The whole experience was quite a bit 
different from today!

We were then transported by coach to 
Kfar H’Maccabiah – the ‘Maccabiah 
Village’. Blocks of flats? Apartments?  
Israel was a very young country and 
many of our homes were big round 
tents. We had a big, brick-built building 
on site for food, toilets and washrooms, 
which were surrounded by high wire 
fencing.

The football squad was allotted two 
tents, our home for three weeks. We 
soon discovered that a tent alongside 
our two was a melon store: quite a few 
of those melons disappeared during our 

stay – well, it was 
very hot and melons 
are very hydrating. 
After a few days 
to acclimatise, 
we were soon 
training hard for the 
matches to come. 
We were allowed 
out to take a bus to 
nearby Tel Aviv on a 
few occasions, and 
I don’t remember 
any specific security precautions, 
although there must have been some. I 
do remember many children with their 
noses pressed to the wire asking for 
autographs, imploring, “Write me, write 
me”!

The Games began, as do all Olympic 
Games, with an Opening Ceremony 
in a packed Tel Aviv stadium. Imagine 
the excitement and pride that we all 
felt, marching behind Commander Max 
Berman, the men dressed in white 
trousers, blue blazers and white hats, 
the girls with white skirts, blue blazers 
and the same hats.

The actual Games started the following 
day. There were only three countries 
taking part in the football competition, 
France, Israel and Great Britain. France 
were not a strong side, but Israel were 
playing the National under 23 eleven 
with two senior internationals making 
up their squad, and as expected, Israel 
won the competition and France came 
in third, GB and Israel beating them 
comfortably. Our first match against 
Israel was played in Haifa before a big 
crowd and I remember suffering from a 
tummy upset, sitting on the bench and 
desperately hoping that I wouldn’t be 
needed.

We were thrashed: I 
think the score was 
1-7. To my great relief, I 
wasn’t called upon. The 
second game with Israel 
was very different. We 
had learned a little about 
the use of substitutes, 
which did not exist in 
British football in those 
days. I was to play in 
the first half and be 
substituted at half time. 
We actually led 2-0 at 
half time and scored 

straight afterwards. I then sat on the 
bench and watched Israel pull back to a 
3-3 draw. The competition result meant 
that we took the silver medals, one of 
which proudly belongs to me.

After the Games we had a wonderful 
Closing Ceremony in the Tel Aviv 
stadium and were given a week’s 
freedom to do as we pleased until the 
return date. I went with Danny Meier, 
one of our Manchester players, to visit 
his relatives on holiday in Eilat. Danny, 
a successful, retired lawyer now lives 
with his wife Kathy in Scotland and we 
remain very good friends and have very 
special memories. I then went with one 
of our lads from Scotland, thumbing 
lifts, walking and using transport if 
available up to the north of Israel 
where we stayed for a few days at two 
Kibbutzim, Hannasi and Shemona. 
Again, security was never mentioned 
and problems never arose. Mind you, 
on a couple of nights at one of the 
Kibbutzim, we heard quite a lot of rifle 
fire. We safely returned to camp and 
had a journey home similar to that of 
our first journey.

That was 55 years ago! Some of it still 
feels like last week.
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MARTIN GROSS 
Funeral Director and
Funeral Consultant

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771
07540 066566

Thursday, 7 February – Thursday, 14 March 2013, 7:00pm – 9:15pm
Following the first successful Lishmah Sussex, a second cross-communal study programme inspired by Sussex Day Limmud with a wonderful variety 
of local speakers offering a wide range of topics from Jewish history to practical Jewish response.

Unfortunately Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah has been ill and is unable to participate in the Lishmah programme.  She will be 
making a staged return to work from March 1st. 

Weekly programme
SESSION 1: 7:00 – 8:00pm Choose from ONE of the following:

The History of Jewish-Christianity, 70 – 325 CE.   Rabbi Vivian Silverman  
This course will explore the development of Jewish-Christianity between the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE and the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE.

The Z word.   Rabbi Andrea Zanardo  
Zionism had been a dream, and suddenly had become a sort of a bad word. But what exactly is Zionism?  Let’s learn. Come to read together the 
writings of the major Zionist thinkers: From Moses Hess to Rav Kook, from Ben Gurion to Daniel Gordis, from Vladimir Jabotinsky to Gil Troy. No 
knowledge of Hebrew is required. 
please note: This class is repeated in SESSION 2

The Holocaust: History and Memory.   Dr Gideon Reuveni and Dr Gerhard Wolf  
This course sets out to introduce some of the major historiographical trends in the field of Holocaust studies. In a century of genocides, the Holocaust 
of the European Jews remains perhaps the most systematic attempt to destroy a whole people. The course will consider the history of the Holocaust 
against the background of Jewish and German history in modern times. It will provide a detailed historical understanding of selected aspects of the 
events leading up and during the Holocaust and will discuss the evolution of Holocaust memory in the post War period. The course will be taught on 
alternate weeks by Dr Gideon Reuveni and Dr Gerhard Wolf of the Institute of German-Jewish Studies at Sussex university.

8:00 – 8:15pm Refreshments
SESSION 2: 8:15 – 9:15pm Choose from ONE of the following:

Jewish Customs: Minhagim.   Rabbi Vivian Silverman   
An exploration of Jewish customs, including those associated with marriage, mourning, superstitions, the use of Aramaic in Jewish liturgy and the 
non-recitation of the Ten Commandments in our services.

The Z word.   Rabbi Andrea Zanardo   
Zionism had been a dream, and suddenly had become a sort of a bad word. But what exactly is Zionism?  Let’s learn. Come to read together the 
writings of the major Zionist thinkers: From Moses Hess to Rav Kook, from Ben Gurion to Daniel Gordis, from Vladimir Jabotinsky to Gil Troy. No 
knowledge of Hebrew is required.   please note: This class is a repeat of the class in SESSION 1

Venue: BHASVIC (Brighton & Hove VI Form College), 203 Dyke Road, Hove BN3 6FG (corner Dyke Road and Old Shoreham Road). Free 
parking available on site – wheelchair accessible – lift. Buses 14C. 27 stop outside College.  
No. 7 bus is 5 minutes walk from the Seven Dials.

Weekly programme offered at £4 per week, or £20 in advance for the whole programme - tea & coffee included. Contact 
lishmahsussex@yahoo.co.uk for information and registration, or register on arrival.
For regular updates & more information find us on Facebook: @ Lishmah Sussex    Twitter: @ Lishmah_Sussex

Lishmah Sussex 2 
Jewish learning  
for its own sake
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On Sunday 24th February the Sussex Jewish 
Film Club will show its first Australian film 
(92 minutes). It’s Mary and Max, a delightful 
animated comedy drama based on a true story. 
The film is in English with a small amount of 
Yiddish.

In the mid-1970s a homely, friendless 
Australian girl of 8 picks a name out of a Manhattan phone book 
and writes to him. She includes a chocolate bar. She’s Mary 
Dinkle, the only child of an alcoholic mother and a distracted 
father. He’s Max Horowitz, living alone in New York, overweight 
and subject to anxiety attacks. He writes back, with chocolate. 

Thus begins a 20-year 
correspondence. But will 
the two ever meet face 
to face?

As usual it’s 7.00 for 
7.30 pm at Ralli Hall (89 
Denmark Villas) with 
hot and cold drinks and 
nibbles available. Non-
members just make a 
donation on the door. We hope to see some new faces in 2013.

a 20 year Correspondence

book review 
by Gillian Rich  
Sipping From the Nile: My Exodus from Egypt
by Jean Naggar

Jean Naggar’s childhood sounds idyllic. She grew 
up in a wealthy, Sephardi Jewish family living in 
a Cairo mansion with its own synagogue in the 
garden. They spent their summers in Europe.  Clothes were 
ordered from couturiers in Paris and London. In winter, they often 
visited her aunt and uncle, staying on their island in the waters 
of the Nile, above Aswan. Her maternal grandparents lived in 
Alexandria; in fact, Jean was born in their house. Jean’s mother, 
Joyce Esther Smouha, was born in St. Anne’s-on-Sea, NW 
England, while the family were living in Manchester. The Smouha 
family regularly travelled between Paris and Alexandria. 

Cairo was a cosmopolitan city in the 1930s and Jean’s family 
were at the centre of sophisticated life there.  Jean’s maternal 
grandparents lived in Manchester. Jean and her sisters, together 

with her cousins, were educated at Roedean, as were her mother 
and aunts. She paints a fascinating picture of the school in the 
early 1950s.  After studying at London University, she returned 
to Egypt, looking forward to enjoying the social life her mother 
had before her. This was not to be, as the year was 1956 and the 
Suez Crisis erupted.

She describes the problems experienced by her family trying to 
exit Egypt and settling in a foreign country, at a time when she 
is blossoming into a young woman. Fortunately the family had 
the means and connections to soften the blow. The last part of 
Jean’s memoir recounts her meeting her husband and moving 
to New York, where she still lives. They have three children and 
seven grandchildren.

This book is well worth reading. It is written in a rather innocent 
way, casting light on so many different facets of Jewish life. It is 
a rite of passage novel, a family history, a romance as well as a 
vivid picture of Sephardi Yom Tov celebrations. Enjoy!!

Available as a paperback, audiobook or Kindle.

Culture
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Let’s Not forget The refugees    
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo

Probably, numbers say it all. There were 105,000 Jews in Tunisia, 
in the 1940s. Today they are less than 1,500. There were more 
than 35,000 Jews in Syria before 1945. Now they are less than 
100. There were 140,000 Jews in Algeria before 1948. Now they 
are fewer than 1,500.

Or maybe numbers are not enough. Pictures work just as 
well.  For example, one should have a look at the images of the 
centuries old synagogue of Cairo with almost no roof, of the 
superb Moresque synagogue of Oran now turned into a mosque, 
and of the Jewish cemetery of Damascus turned into an airport 
road.

Between 1948 and 1972, more than 850,000 Jews left the Arab 
countries, following a series of anti-Semitic violence. All these 
tragedies began in the 1930s, when Arab nationalist leaders took 
inspiration from Nazi Germany. For example, in 1934 the mob 
killed 25 Jews in Constantine. In 1941, 180 Jews were killed in 
a pogrom in Baghdad. In 1945 synagogues were burnt in Cairo. 
And so on. Jewish leaders cried in alarm: in the late 40s Stephen 
Samuel Wise, the great Reform Rabbi and political activist, 
warned from the New York Times that a tragedy was happening 
to the non European Jews. Few people paid attention. 

It was only in 1948, with the birth of the State of Israel, that 
the Jews escaping Middle Eastern and North African countries 
eventually found a safe place to live.

They were Jews. They were pious, they were hard workers, and 
some of them were wealthy. For example, the value of assets lost 
by these Jewish refugees at that time is estimated at $700 million 
- roughly $6.7 billion, today.

But try to mention Middle Eastern Refugees to an average reader 
of newspapers. The first thought will be for the Palestinians. 
Often it will be the only one. Probably, somebody will think of the 
Kurds, too. Depending on the news of the day, there could even 
be some concern for those people currently escaping the Syrian 
massacre.   

But there is no room for the Jews. Just like when the tourist guide 
refuses to answer questions of tourists (if any question arises), 
as they are passing by the ruins of some Algerian synagogue, of 
what remains of the ancient Jewish quarters.

It is not only the media. The UN has approved more than 100 
resolutions referring to the Palestinian refugees. Not even one 
has ever been addressed to the Jewish refugees.

I believe that Rabbis should refrain from direct political 
engagement.  But I also believe that this is a matter of justice; 
and justice is the first of any Rabbi’s concerns. Any talk of 
coexistence between Arabs and Jews is meaningless without 
the acknowledgement of the sufferings endured by the Jewish 
refugees, and the fact that there has been no refund of their 
losses. 

There is certainly a long way to go, before we get there; 
although there are reasons to be optimistic. For example, there 
is currently in Israel a debate whether to establish a day to 
honour the memory of these lost communities. And the Obama 
administration had to bring this issue to the attention of the UN.

I believe that, as Jews, and as human beings, we have a duty to 
be informed, and to help other people to be informed. Learning 
about these forgotten refugees certainly helps in having a more 
accurate and balanced view of all of the conflicts in the Middle 
East.

Among the various resources available on the internet, may I 
suggest the excellent web sites of Harif, a British association of 
Jews from North Africa and Middle East (www.http://harif.org/) 
and the well informed blog of Lyn Julius (http://jewishrefugees.
blogspot.co.uk/), who is an amazingly energetic lady who I had 
the honour to meet recently.  

Learning about this history, and making it more public is, for me, 
a matter of justice.

CORRECTION
There was a mistake in my article published in the last 

issue of  SJN on page 15. It was published as: “We 
[Reform Jews] respect Jewish tradition and law, but we do 

not allow in our midst different levels of  observance”. 
The do not is out of  place, and the sentence should 

be read as follows: “We [Reform Jews] respect Jewish 
tradition and law, and we allow in our midst different 

levels of  observance”.

BULLETIN BOARD FOR FEBRUARY 2013

Fridays   Kuddle Up Shabbat – Toddler Group, 10.00 am.  
 Shabbat evening service, 6.30 pm

Saturdays Shabbat morning service, 10.30 am
Sundays  Cheder, 10.00 am
Saturday 2nd Rabbi’s Shiur Siddur Surgery, 9.00 am
  Shabbat Doroteinu – Our Generation, 10.45 am
Sunday 3rd Kids’ Club, 12.30 pm
Saturday 9th Rabbi’s Shiur—Pirke Avot, 9.00 am
Sunday 10th Cheder Purim Play, 10.00 am
  Stone setting—Raymond Wise, 2.00 pm
Monday 11th Rosh Chodesh Group, 7.30 pm
Sunday 17th Cheder Half  Term
Tuesday 19th Business Breakfast Club, 8.00 am
Saturday 23rd Rabbi’s Shiur– Pirke Avot, 9.00 am
Sunday 24th Cheder Half  Term
   Purim — Reading the Megillah and 

Fancy Dress Parade, 6.30 pm
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Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

ishmael Khaldi talk at bHPs    
by Mark Segal 

On 29 December Ishmael Khaldi, a Bedouin Israeli diplomat 
in London, drew an audience of some 30 congregants at 
Brighton and Hove Progressive Synagogue.  

One of eleven children, Khaldi lived in a tent for the first eight 
years of life, without running water or electricity. His road to 
the diplomatic service was via a spell in New York, where 
he stayed in a Chabad House for three months, gained a 
Masters in Political Science and some time spent working 
for the US Embassy in Tel Aviv. 

As part of the 20% of the Israeli population that is non-
Jewish, Khaldi would like to be a bridge between Israel and 
its critics. He has been shocked by the aggressive attacks 
on Israel from parts of UK society, which he believes are 
attempts to de-legitimise Israel as a Jewish state. In his 
current role he tries to meet and actively engage Israel’s 
critics in the UK, to understand their perspectives and put 
across the position of the Israeli government. He is often 
asked how can he be an advocate for Israel when his own 
community is marginalised by the state. In response, he 
points to the Arab members of the Knesset, and the many 
senior positions held by non-Jewish Israelis in medicine and 
the law. 

Ishmael Khaldi’s account of his life – A Shepherd’s 
Journey – is available from bookshops. 

Chanukah at bHPs    
by Marguerite Wright 

A large gathering of over 70 members and friends - young 
and not so young, new and old - enjoyed a full day of 
Chanukah fun BHPS style on Saturday 15th December. It 
was an event of conviviality and friendship.

The Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Chanukah 
Shabbaton started with a Shabbat service led by the Beit 
Lamed religion students including their hilarious, computer-
themed, dramatic interpretation of the story of the miracle. 
(The secret weapon, a Maccabee Book Pro, saved the day 
and the Holy I Pad’s battery remained charged for 8 days.)

After kiddush, nearly 200 latkes quickly disappeared along 
with an assortment of shared dishes and then the fun 
began after lunch. There was exercise for body, mind and 
creativity: with a choice of Israeli dancing, a study session 
on A Festival of All Meanings ; Exploring the Stories and 
Messages of Chanukah with Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah, 
or craft activities for the children.

All ages joined together, including the tiny members of the 
Shabbatots group in fancy dress, for the last dance.

Following tea and doughnuts, the Great Jewish Latke Bake-
Off was judged by professional cook Sarah Winstone, with 
prizes for all the children’s entries and the winning, crispiest 
latkes baked by the synagogue chairman, Peter Bennett-
Speck.

As the daylight faded, the children helped Rabbi Elli with 
Havdalah while all sang along.

The afternoon concluded with the lighting of the 8th candle 
and Ma’oz Tzur. Most families had brought their own 
chanukiyot to light along with the big silver synagogue one 
and the many coloured candles ablaze together was an 
inspiring sight to round off a wonderful day.

Message to the Community
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

Rabbi Elli has been ill with pneumonia and spent time in 
hospital. Consequently she has been too unwell to write 
her usual SJN piece for this month. She thanks everyone 

for all their good wishes.

AUCTION OF PROMISES
Sunday 10th March 3pm at the Ralli Hall

Please come along and enjoy a wonderful afternoon  - there 
are many opportunities to purchase “experiences” as well as 

“goods”.
Prizes include a holiday, dinner party, fishing trip, music 

lessons, cakes and lots more …
If you would like to offer a promise or gift for the auction, please 

contact: 
Anne Carr 01273- 430829, Sarah Winstone 01273 

501604, or Chandra in the office.

Saturday 23rd February
1 – 3 pm

Ralli Hall
83 Denmark Villas, Hove BN3 3TH

Are you Jewish but not affiliated to any synagogue?

Are you Jewish with a non-Jewish partner, and want to find a 
community where your family will be welcome?

Do you have a Jewish parent or grandparent, and want to connect 
with their heritage?

Would you like to be part of a Jewish community which respects 
gender equality in all aspects of congregational life?

Would you like to pursue Judaism in a modern, thoughtful and 
ethical way?

           
Then come along to our Purim Open Day 

where you can:

	 •			meet	other	unaffiliated	Jews
	 •			talk	with	members	of	our	congregation
	 •			take	part	in	stimulating	discussions	and	workshops
	 •			ask	questions	and	pick	up	information
	 •			enjoy	smoked	salmon	and	cream	cheese	bagels!

Entry free     All welcome     Children’s activities included

For more information contact bhps@
freenetname.co.uk or phone 01273 737223
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The Tragedy of Haman     
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Haman – the man you love to hate! Purim is a wonderful 
festival with all its fun customs and dramatic story full 
of interesting characters: Wise and noble Mordechai, 
beautiful and brave Esther, King Achashverosh and 
Queen Vashti. But when we come to Shul to hear the 
Megillah whose name are we waiting for? The wicked 
Haman! In the midst of all the festivities, merrymaking 
and foot stamping, it’s easy to forget just how wicked 
he was. Haman was the author of a decree ‘to destroy, 
to slay and to exterminate all the Jews, young and old, 
children and women in King Achashverosh’s empire’ 
(Esther 3:13), an empire which stretched from India to 
Ethiopia. In other words just about every Jew in the 
world. On one day the entire Jewish people was to be 
annihilated.  That’s how wicked he was. We may have 
come to regard him as a figure of fun but he was no 
less a monster than Hitler.

There is one passage in the Megillah, not a particularly 
well-known passage, which offers a profound insight 
into Haman’s character. Haman is on the way home 
from feasting with the King and Queen and encounters 
Mordechai who does not bow down to him. Upon 
reaching his home, he relates to his wife and friends 
how rich, successful and honoured he is, to the extent 
that he is the only person invited to dine with the King 

and Queen. Then he says the following, fateful words 
‘and all this is worth nothing to me as long as I see 
Mordechai the Jew sitting at the King’s gate’ (Esther 
5:13). How tragic - the man who has everything being 
able to enjoy nothing! Haman was so consumed with 
the negative he was unable to experience the positive. 
Conversely, Mordechai is strengthened by the positive 
nature of his faith and able to remain confident in the 
face of impending peril as expressed in his words to 
Esther ‘relief and deliverance will come to the Jews’ 
(Esther 4:14).

So Haman was a fatally flawed and tragic figure. Can 
I feel sorry for him? No more than I can feel sorry for 
Hitler who undoubtedly had his demons. But we can 
all learn some very powerful lessons from Purim’s great 
narrative. Amongst them is that there are people who 
harbour negative feelings towards us, not because 
of what we may have done but, simply because 
of who we are; our very existence bothers them. A 
Jew’s response to that must always be in the spirit 
of Mordechai – not to bend the knee or bow down to 
them; not to sacrifice one’s own dignity and integrity 
to appease a bigot. Also, the profound importance of 
valuing and appreciating all those things that we are 
blessed with. Unlike Haman who valued nothing .... and 
lost everything. 

The steel in the stone    
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Most of us, if not all of us, have attended a 
stonesetting. Personally I have officiated at hundreds, 
but recently I witnessed something that I have never 
seen before. Something that I felt expressed the 
symbolism of a memorial stone, known in Hebrew as a 
Matzeiva, in a novel fashion.

When is the first time we encounter a memorial 
stone? In the Sidra of Vayeitzei we find Jacob who is 
journeying to his uncle Laban. He lays down to sleep 
under the open sky, placing stones around his head. 
G-d appears to him in the famous prophetic vision of 
the ladder ascending to heaven and assures him that 
his descendents will be ‘like the dust of the earth and 
spread out powerfully westward, eastward, northward 
and southward’. G-d assures Jacob that He will guard 
him and not forsake him. Jacob’s vision reassures him 
and gives him confidence that he will be able to fulfill 
his destiny of fathering the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Before continuing his journey Jacob takes the stones 
he had placed around his head and erects a monument 
to commemorate this profound revelation (Genesis 
28:10-19). It occurs to me that the monuments we erect 
in the cemetery have the same function. They each 
commemorate the life of a unique individual and attest 
to how they fulfilled their visions and dreams.

In January I had the privilege to officiate at the 
stonesetting of Moss Rich, a member of our community 
who passed away at the age of 101 and married to 
his wife Millie for over 70 years. Moss was a poet 
who continued to write and express his ideas, visions 
and dreams till the end of his life. When I came to 
the headstone I noticed something stuck to it. It was 
explained to me that this was a stainless steel chip 
embedded into the stone and if one takes a picture of 
it with a smart phone, it will link with Moss’s website.  
Instantly one is linked with his life, aspirations and 
feelings expressed through his writing. Not only is the 
stone an everlasting memorial, it is an enduring link 
to everything that person stood for; a 21st century 
enhancement of an ancient custom.

The memorial stone for 
Moss Rich with the steel 
chip embedded next to the 
word truth.
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Purim – The Casting of Lots    
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The story of Purim (as set out in the Book of Esther) 
took place in sixth century BCE Persia, while the 
Jewish people had been exiled following the capture of 
Jerusalem and destruction of the First Temple by the 
army of Nebuhadnezzar, the King of Babylon.

For almost a century they had been living in peace, 
when Ahashveirosh (perhaps he was King Artaxerxes) 
appointed Haman the Agagite as his Grand Vizier.

Just like the Pharaoh of the slavery in Egypt, where 
the people of Israel had been living in peace and 
contentment, King Ahashveirosh decided to implement 
an anti-Jewish policy.  However, Haman’s aim was 
far more extreme – extermination of the entire Jewish 
population throughout the vast Persian empire.

Early in the year, lots were cast (hence the name 
‘Purim’) to determine in which month to carry out the 
heinous plan, and Adar was to be the chosen month – 
in fact the thirteenth Adar.

Fortunately, through divine intervention, the tragedy 
was averted in good time due to the efforts of Esther 
and Mordehai, who prevented the destruction of the 
Jewish community.

Ever after, Purim has been kept as a Festival of 
Deliverance and the Scroll of Esther (which records all 
the events of that time) is read aloud in synagogues 
twice on the fourteenth Adar.

Some Jewish communities, and individuals, have kept 
their own special Purim to mark deliverance from a 
dire situation at the hand of the local population or a 
powerful figure in authority.

On Purim, in fulfillment of what is written in the 
Megillah, we remember the poor and defenceless and 
give charity – known as Matanot La’evyonim.

We also send gifts of food (Mishloah Manot) to friends 
and relatives so as to show our good neighbourliness 
and friendship.

Janet’s Column    
by Janet Cowan

I was delighted to learn that Rabbi Mirvis is to be our 
new Chief Rabbi - Rabbi Silverman’s wife Lynette is 
Rabbi Mirvis’s sister, so he is now part of our HHC 
family, and I wish him every success in his new 
challenge.

A special Well Done to my friend Ronnie Saville - at the 
age of 86 he has just passed his Grade 5 Piano exam, 
and is working very hard on his Grade 6, so watch this 
space!

As Purim is not too far away, here is a recipe for 
Hamantaschen.  For the crust: (1) crumble 100 gms 

margarine into 300g self-raising flour; (2) add 100g 
caster sugar and 2 eggs; (3) knead and roll out; (4) 
cut into circles and fold over to make each into a 3 
cornered hat.

For the filling, boil 300g poppy seeds, 100g unsalted 
butter, 100g sugar, 2 tablespoons honey and 225 ml 
full cream milk for about half an hour until the mixture 
becomes very thick.

Fill each pastry hat, and place in greased parchment 
paper, place on baking tray and bake for 15 minutes, at 
160c - watch carefully, as they do burn easily.  Enjoy, 
and Happy Purim.

FEBRUARY  DIARY
7 Thursday   2nd series of Lishma begins,
  BHASVIC College, 203 Dyke Road, 7.00  
  pm

12 Tuesday Ladies Circle, 10.30 am

21 Thursday Fast of Esther (brought forward), ends 6.08  
  pm

23 Shabbat  Maariv and reading of the Megillah at   
BHHC after Shabbat

24 Sunday  Purim - Shaharit and Megillah reading at 
BHHC

Our next tea will be held on
Sunday, 3rd February 2013

at the AJEX Centre 2.30pm – 4.30pm 
Donation £3 (including raffle)

Our telephone number is: 01273 747722

HELPING 
HANDS TEA
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What’s on: february 2013  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

sHabbaT sHaLOM – briGHTON TiMes
In  Light Candles Out  Havdalah  
Fri 1   3.41 pm          Sat 2  5.46 pm
Fri 8   4.46 pm  Sat 9  5.58 pm
Fri 15  4.59 pm       Sat 16  6.09 pm
Fri 22  5.11 pm  Sat 23  6.21 pm

NOTabLe DaTes
Thursday 21 Fast of Esther, begins 5.25 am ends 6.00 pm
Sunday 24 Purim

reGuLar aCTiviTies

Sundays
Carmel Tennis Club �  10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. 
Tel: Leon on 07717 222744
brighton JLGb (Jewish Lads and Girls brigade)  � The youth club for 8-18 
year olds meets every Sunday during school terms from 4.15 pm - 6.00 
pm at Ralli Hall. Contact Diane on 07963 552920 

Mondays

aJr (association of Jewish refugees) �  10.30 am – 12.30 pm, Ralli Hall

ethics of our fathers �  with Rabbi Efune 11.30 am - 12.30 pm at the 
Brighton Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 
321919

afternoon Club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 410435

rubber and Duplicate bridge �  1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £2.00 Ralli Hall. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435

Contemporary basic Talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

Tanya (Kabbalah)  � Learning Group with Penina Efune  - Ladies only 8.15 
pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays

ralli Hall Lunch and social Club �  10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall 

art in the studio with Martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall 

Painting with rochelle (Jas)   � 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm Ralli Hall 
Tel: 01273 503708 

israeli Dancing  �  7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays

JaCs  � at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / 
£2.50 non-members (see programme in Events listings)

art in the studio with Martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall 

Thursdays

Mother & baby Group (0-2 years) at the Torah Nursery � , 29 New Church 
Road, Hove. All mums welcome, 9.30 am to 11.30 am. 

ralli Hall Lunch and social Club  � 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

bridge  � at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

Weekly Torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House 
Tel: 01273 321919 

eveNTs fOr february  
 
      Sunday 3

Helping Hands Tea �  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
2.30-4.30 pm 
 
Wednesday 6
JaCs  � with guest speaker Godfrey Gould on Orde Wingate 
– Man of Destiny.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members    
 
Thursday 7 
Lishmah �  BHASVIC, Dyke Road, Brighton 7.00 – 9.15 pm    
 
Friday 8 
sussex Jewish News – submission deadline for March issue �  
 
Wednesday 13
JaCs – What a coincidence!  Members experiences and  �
Happenings in AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 
pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members 
 
Thursday 14
Lishmah �  BHASVIC, Dyke Road, Brighton 7.00 – 9.15 pm  
 
Sunday 17  
bridge afternoon for Hyman fine fundraising Committee   �
2.00 pm at Ralli Hall  
 
Monday 18
aJr (association of Jewish refugees  � with guest speaker 
Mayor of Brighton, Bill Randall. 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 
Ralli Hall (refreshments) 
 
Tuesday 19 
Jewish business breakfast Club �  8.00 am – 9.30 am at 
BHRS, Palmeira Avenue, Hove. Tickets £10  
 
Wednesday 20  
JaCs �  with guest speaker Mark Perry-Nash on The Life 
and Times of Charles Dickens.  AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-
members  
 
Thursday 21 
Lishmah �  BHASVIC, Dyke Road, Brighton 7.00 – 9.15 pm  
 
Saturday 23 Feb to Sunday 3 March   
Jewish book Week  �  Kings Place, 90, York Way, London, 
N1 9AG. 0207 520 1490 
www.jewishbookweek.com for details 
 
Sunday 24   
Lubavitch brighton victorian Purim ball  �  from 1.00 pm at 
Ralli Hall  
 
Tuesday 26 
Jewish Historical society �  BHASVIC, presents  New Trends 
in Jewish Economic History, 7.45 – 9.15 pm at Ralli Hall  
 
Wednesday 27    
JaCs �  AGM with special guest National Chairman Harold 
Newman  MBE.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 
pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members  
 
Thursday 28     
ralli Hall  Lunch & social Club Purim Party �
Lishmah �  BHASVIC, Dyke Road, Brighton 7.00 – 9.15 pm

Email address for submissions and correspondence:  
editor@sussexjewishnews.com 

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  
IMPORTANT REMINDER

Contact the Communal Diary before planning your events! 
Email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Grodzinski’s challos, rolls and 
Kosher bread available weekly 

by courtesy of Lubavitch 
Brighton

are available from Premier Please be sure 
to reserve your challos etc at Premier 

Covenience Store on Hove St. so that we 
know how many to supply.  Orders can be 

collected on Thursdays or Fridays

Keep the date! 
April 15th 2013 -Yom Ha’atzmaut - the whole of the Sussex 
Jewish Community will have the chance to come together to 

celebrate Israel’s 65th birthday


