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Israel Flying Aid is a non-profit, non-
governmental organization that assists 
global communities after earthquakes 
and other natural and man-made 
disasters. The organisation has saved 
lives in Japan, Haiti, Iraq, Turkey, South 
Sudan and even America after Hurricane 
Katrina. Last month it was back in the 
US distributing large supplies of gas to 
hospitals, food, batteries and generators 
to Hurricane Sandy victims, the only 
foreign nation to provide assistance 
during the disaster. 

There was little coverage of that 
story in our media. It is now old news 
what with Sandy having come and 
gone. Ditto for the protests against 
the Batsheva Dance Company. Their 
artistic content and ability received 
rave reviews from several newspapers.

Now Operation Pillar of Defence has 
intervened. The consequences of any 
military action are extreme for those 

involved. But its impact in Sussex has 
been to heighten the protest activity 
at Ecostream, notwithstanding that its 
parent company employs Palestinians 
in the same way as it employs Israelis, 
giving those Palestinians a more 
advantageous life.

What is to be done? We should follow 
the example of our American cousins. 
If we prize the concept of free speech, 

then the only defence against untrue 
speech is louder, truthful speech. We 
also need to follow the Israeli example 
of Israeli Flying Aid. We should be 

humane and altruistic to all people. 
But in doing so, we cannot allow 
others to belittle or attack our faith, our 
interests, our opinions. One needs to 
defend oneself, whether against lies or 
rockets. To those who, over the years, 
have been firing rockets from Gaza into 
Israeli civilian areas, we would remind 
them that, as our mothers used to say, 
play with fire and one day you’ll get 
burned. 

The conflicts in the Middle East are 
complex. But one cannot deny that 
they have an unfortunate effect on our 
community. Our strategy must be to 
speak truthfully and louder and to make 
others listen. But at the same time, 
we must show our humanity and our 
concern for all. And in so doing, at this 
time of Chanukah, we will be a light in 
the darkness.

With a prayer for peace we wish 
everyone a chag same’ach.
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Your news
births
•�  Mazel tov to Rabbi Pesach and Penina Efune on the birth of another 

grandson, Tzvi Michoel, to David and Mushki Efune in USA.
•�  Mazel tov to Raquel and Paul Margo on the birth of a son, Ori Adam 

Mayer Margo.
•�  Mazel tov to Aileen and Barry Hill on the birth of a grandson, a 

brother for Allegra-Grace.

special birthdays
Mazel tov to Cyril Burwell, Raymond Felsenstein, Gisele Franks, 
Philip Freeman (80), Pearl Goodmaker, Marie Gumbiner, Stephen 
Lawrence, Alan Lindsey-Lewis (90), Kitty Lobb, Wendy Lovegrove, 
Ronnie Mitchell (80), Derek Molog, Edwin Prince, Edella Sutcliffe,  
Beryl Thei, Bernie Walker (belated!), all of whom are celebrating 
special birthdays this month.

engagements   
Mazel tov to Debra Goodman and Micheal Korby on the engagement 
of Debra’s daughter, Charlotte to Nicholas Levy.

Wedding
Mazel Tov to Maxine Besser & Stephen Priestley on their marriage.

Anniversaries
Mazel tov to Shirley and Cecil Hecht on their special wedding 
anniversary.

Thank You
To Liz Posner who has decided to retire after 11 years of hard work 
and dedication as an Executive Member and the voice at the end of 
the phone for Helping Hands.

Get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to Sam Barsam, Rose Cannan, Harold 
Day, Anna Elliott, Ivor Goldman, Hans Levy, Ivor Richards, Anthony 
Weinstein.

deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Susan Besser z’l, Gerald Dion z’l, 
May Eppel z’l,  Claire Essex z’l and Solomon Tarragano z’l.

Your views
information sought
Bob Shapiro, my father, is from Brighton.  His very good 
friend, Charles Voos, who was like an uncle to me, was one of 
the refugee boys housed by the shul in the home for Jewish 
refugee children in the 1930s.  

I would very much like to find out more information about this 
episode.  I have been told that a rich benefactor set up a large 
house near the Seven Dials.  They housed the choirmaster, 
his wife and approximately 50 boys from Cologne, Germany.  
When the boys were 14, they left the house and got work.  

My Dad cannot remember any other information.  I am hoping 
that you will have some records of the house, location, 
benefactor, etc.  

Thank you for any help that you can give me.  I can be 
contacted by email at jrm@shawcable.com or by telephone 
on +1 403 238-1095.

Jackie Mills
Calgary, Canada.

Help with Tracing Family
I live in New York and am researching my family tree. I have 
been told that a relative, Mrs. Rosa Asch, left Germany and 
lived in the UK for a number of years. I have been told that 
she died in Hove in 1960.  Her husband who I believe died 
in Germany was Cantor Felix Asch. Her son was Dr Werner 
Asch.

I was hoping you may be able to direct me to some local 
department that might have the death certificate. In the USA 
the death certificates very often have valuable genealogical 
information. In this case the name of her mother (maiden 
name as well).

I would appreciate any help you may be able to offer.  I can 
be contacted by email at msalzbank@gmail.com

Thank you
Michael Salzbank

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know of anyone being 
admitted into hospital, please get in touch with 

info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
or telephone 07771 210186 so that a Jewish 

chaplain can be contacted to visit.  
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The Norwood car Wash Launch 
Norwood, a leading UK Jewish charity supporting children, 
families, and people with learning disabilities, has opened 
Sussex’s first commercial car wash to be entirely staffed by 
people with learning disabilities.   Officially launched last 
month in Lewes, the new Future Clean site has been funded 
by East Sussex County Council and comes hot on the heels 
of the project’s success in Hatch End in London which has 
been in operation since last summer. 

Based at the Council’s car park in Lewes, Norwood Future 
Clean is an eco-friendly hand valet and car wash, which 
through the use of bio-degradable cleaning fluids is virtually 
waterless and demonstrates Norwood’s green credentials.  
The project is based on social enterprise principles, as 
trainees are taught important work skills which will help them 
to make the transition into employment in the open market or 
within the project itself.  

Nigel Bolton, Business Manager at Norwood said: “Norwood 
is determined to give the people we support meaningful 
opportunities in every aspect of their life. “I’d like to thank 
the trainees for showing commitment to learn new skills and 
demonstrating the high standards that they can achieve. 
Today isn’t only about the launch of Future Clean in Lewes, 
it’s about their own futures and the opportunities that they 

and other people with learning disabilities will have to gain 
meaningful employment.”

Lewes Future Clean is currently open to the public on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, and training sessions 
are held throughout the week. It costs from just £8 to have 
your car valeted inside and out. For more information, call 020 
8420 6965 or e-mail norwoodfutureclean@norwood.org.uk

ralli Hall Lunch and social 
club
The Lunch Club has now been running for ten years and our 
celebration party on 18 November was a great success. I am 
pleased to say that the Lunch Club (previously Day Centre) 
is a great achievement, with many of our members calling it 
their “lifeline”. 

A tremendous vote of thanks for the success of the Club 
goes to our wonderful group of volunteers who have given 
their support over the years. We would simply not be able 
to manage without them. I also thank our community for the 
generous donations that they have given over the years which 
have been invaluable in keeping the Club afloat.

We have also been fortunate to have three excellent 
coordinators since we started - Laura Duke, Suzanne Collins 
and and now Jacquie Tichauer, who is doing a wonderful 

job in running the Centre. The coordinator is the only paid 
employee, so you can realise how valuable our volunteers are 
to us.

We would also like to express our appreciation to the Ralli 
Hall Community Centre for their continued support of the 
Lunch Club. It has been a wonderful community asset over 
the years and with the support of all our sponsors and the 
community will hopefully continue well into the future.

Alan Burke, Director

I would also like to thank the Committee who work so hard 
and support my unusual ideas and I look forward to seeing 
you very soon at the Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club.  Don’t 
forget, now the nights are drawing in, it may be cold outside 
but we are always here with a smile and a warm welcome.

Jacquie Tichauer

bexhill And district Jewish 
Friends 
by Margaret Phillips 

Our regular meetings are held on the third Friday of every 
month and are always very well attended by all our members. 
To celebrate recent significant birthdays of several members 
we held a cream tea in November.

 

In December we are having a Chanukah party and we have 
also organised a couple of outings plus a trip to the theatre. 
Every month the ladies meet for afternoon tea and chat and, 
at the same time, the men of our group also have their own 
get-together, which they find most enjoyable.

For further enquiries and information please call  
07724 172880
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ralli Hall 
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman 

I would like to personally thank everyone who kindly wished 
me a full and speedy recovery when, at the end of October, 
I was rushed to hospital with symptoms of a pending heart 
attack. After being fitted with a stent, all seems fine now. I 
have nothing but praise for our local NHS Trust, as less than 
three hours passed from my experiencing the first symptoms 
to arriving at the post-operation ward in the incredibly well 
set-up and manned Cardiac Department (I understand, most 
fortunately, that it is one of the best such departments in the 
whole country), where I received exemplary treatment and 
was allowed home just 2-1/2 days later.

Back at Ralli Hall, the ground floor central heating upgrade 
has been completed with the long overdue installation 
of a replacement gas-fired boiler.  Although we have had 
complications with the rather complex electrical system, now 
the Great Hall and the Magrill Lounge both have separately 
zoned, two hour timed and thermostatically controlled 
systems, with the remaining core part of this floor having 
timed heating for five days per week, supplemented by a 
similar two hour system for out-of-hours and weekend use. 

A new lower ground floor central heating installation, with 
its own gas-fired boiler, is also to be completed. This will 
comprise separate zones for the Youth Lounge and the 
Abrahams Room, both with fan-assisted radiators and two 
hour timed and thermostatically controlled systems.  It will 
be a great improvement on the previous antiquated and 
inadequate heating system. It is the same timer system as is 
already in use in the gymnasium and adjoining annexe, the art 
studio and also the First Floor. The entire building should now, 
at long last, be satisfactorily and economically heated.

I am also very pleased to report that we have now taken 
delivery of about 160 very smart, charcoal-coloured 

banqueting chairs, plus another two dozen, matching, 
stacking chairs, all in excellent condition. These have been 
donated to us, for which we must thank Maxine Gordon, our 
assistant administrator, who “knew a man who knew a man”, 
then utilised this for the good of Ralli Hall.  Thank you Maxine. 
The chairs have replaced the mixed red and gold chairs, 
which have been stored in our loft for possible future use, and 
they have definitely added to the quality of our new décor and 
this pleases me no end.

We are now well on our way to completing the upgrade of 
our ‘core’ Community Centre, which comprises most of the 
Ground Floor of Ralli Hall. This leaves only the Magrill Lounge, 
which will be our project for 2013, subject to the presence of 
sufficient funds in this time of austerity.

I am pleased to inform you that once again there will be no 
change to the cost of membership of B&HJCF for 2013. 
Invitations to renew your membership, or to rejoin if you 
have been a member within the last 3 years, will be dropping 
through your letter boxes some time during December and 
we look forward to welcoming many more of you as members 
in the coming year. If you have never before been a member, 
or have not been one for a number of years, you are invited to 
contact the office on 01273 202254, to ask for a membership 
form for your completion and return using the freepost 
envelope enclosed with each form. 

Individual adult membership is still only £27.00 or £50.00 
for a couple, with membership free for those from the age 
of eighteen when in full time education and also for those 
under eighteen, as long as parents or guardians are paid-up 
members.

I wish you all a Happy and Healthy Chanukah.

See you at Ralli Hall!

Hyman Fine House – in and 
About 
by Beverly Barnett 

Residents at Hyman Fine have enjoyed a number of outings 
over the past few weeks.

There was a trip to Brighton Marina where they had a wander 
round and had tea. They also went on a trip to Hove Museum 
to see the exhibits and, of course, had an enjoyable tea. 

The most recent outing was to Salomons Museum near 
Tunbridge Wells. This had been the home of Sir David 
Salomons, the first Jewish Lord Mayor of London and the 
first Jew to speak in the House of Commons. Residents and 
volunteers enjoyed the ride through the Kent countryside and 
we owe special thanks to the driver, Mark Pady, Hyman Fine 
Social Care Co-ordinator, for some skilful manoeuvring down 
some very narrow roads.  After spending an interesting time 
at the museum we all went to a nearby restaurant to have 
lunch. 

Our residents enjoy going out, but are also very happy with 
the range of activities provided in the home. A recent addition 
to these is a new art group which includes fabric painting and 
creative writing, and is led by volunteers.
 
Everyone is now looking forward to Chanukah with its various 
activities, especially the party on 12 December.
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Helping Hands 
Awards evening 
2012 
Over sixty invited guests attended 
our first Awards Evening on Sunday 
28 October 2012 at the AJEX Centre. 

The idea for the Awards came about as a way to honour the 
memory of one of our most hardworking volunteers, Alvin 
Noah, and to celebrate and promote volunteering within the 
community. We were delighted that June Noah and two of her 
daughters attended the evening.

Run entirely by volunteers, Helping Hands is a reminder 
that in a time when the world seems to be bleak and full 
of despair, it is the seemingly small gestures that can 
make it big difference and that with opportunity and hope, 
almost anything is possible. Thank you to everyone for your 
continued support.

The evening was compered by Winston Pickett. After an 
introduction by Sarah Wilks the award evening got underway. 
The award winners were: 

•�Ruth�Block�and�Alma�Caplin�-�Tea�Volunteer;�
•�Allan�Israel�and�Jonathan�Conway�-�Driver�Award;�
•�Sorell�Bourne�and�Elaine�Rose�-�‘Phone�Uperer’�Volunteers;�
•�Myra�Ross�and�Tina�Tack�-�Happy�Shopper;�
•��Derek�Carlton�&�Stuart�Panto��-�Our�Knights�in�Shining�

Armour;�
•�Danielle�Rose�&�Billie�Lias�-�Young�Volunteer�Awards;�
•�David�Schaverien�-�Idea�of�the�Year�(collection�boxes)�
•�Sandra�Gross�&�Chaz�-�Outstanding�Relationship�
•��Adrienne�Davids�-�The�Esther�Rosen�Special�Award�for�

Outstanding Volunteer

Ann Packham, Helen Spector and David Schaverien, clients 
of Helping Hands, spoke about their experiences with us and 
expressed their appreciation for all the help given to them. Liz 
Shaw read a letter of thanks from Beatrice Koslova who was 
unable to attend. David Wilks, one of our MIDAS drivers, also 
spoke about the Helping Hands Bus.
Half way through the evening our guest speaker, Laura Marks, 
founder of Mitzvah Day and senior vice president of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, gave an entertaining talk about 
volunteering and the development of Mitzvah Day since 2005.

June then gave a very moving speech about Alvin, who is 
sorely missed by everyone and presented the Alvin Noah 
Special Award to David Bresh as the ‘unsung hero’ of Helping 
Hands.  

The evening closed with a speech by David Melcher, Chair of 
the Trustees of Helping Hands, who presented flowers to Liz 
Posner, Liz Shaw and Sarah Wilks, the founders of Helping 
Hands. 

We would like to thank Aviva Trup, who attended on behalf of 
Jewish Care, Doris Levinson who represented Sussex Jewish 
News, Fiona Sharpe & Jackie Tichauer from the Ralli Hall 
Lunch & Social Club. We would also like to thank both Rabbi 
Silverman and Rabbi Andrea Zanardo for joining us.

This being our first Volunteer Awards Evening, in hindsight 
we realized that we could improve on a couple of areas, 
but it was felt that the evening was a great success and 
we look forward to the next one. Thank you to everyone for 
participating and making it such an enjoyable evening.

To see photos, befriend us on Facebook at Helping Hands 
Sussex.

Thank you Liz
After 11 years of dedication to Helping Hands, Liz Posner has 
decided to retire.  She will no longer be the voice at the end of 
the phone or part of the executive of Helping Hands.  We will 

definitely miss her! 

Sussex Jewish Representative Council
This is to advise our delegates and the Jewish 

Community that the SJRC is in full support of the 
campaign being steered by Simon Cobbs, as a result 

of the weekly BDS protests outside the Ecostream 
store in Western Road.

We would urge all our community to take a stand 
by visiting the store on Saturday afternoon between 
1.30pm and 3.30pm to support the team who have 

been so vigilantly counter protesting on behalf of the 
Brighton & Hove Jewish Community.

The Jewish community protest is peaceful and 
constructive. We are distributing leaflets to the 

public explaining the ’other side of the story’, so 
that they can fully understand the situation. We as a 
community do not want to see the Ecostream store 
close in Brighton, so simply being there to offer our 

support is equally important. 
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my Games maker 
story 
by Gary Lester 

How did I become a games maker?  In 
May 2010 I googled ‘Olympic Games 
volunteer’. The website explained that 
75,000 people would be required and 
an application form would be online in 
September 2010.  I completed the form 
and chose ‘transport’. 

In January 2011 I received a reply asking 
if I had any driving convictions or points 
on my licence and was eventually asked 
to attend an interview at the Excel Centre. 
At last, in June 2011 I was offered the 
position of driver at the Paralympic Games 
and my job would be to drive anyone 
with the correct pass to anywhere on the 
official list.

In October 2011 I drove with an instructor 
in a BMW320 around London using the 
‘Olympic sat.nav’, programmed with the 
Olympic venues/family hotels/mainline 
stations and airports. This was very 
daunting as I had never used one before, 
but I was accepted after the assessment. 
Then, in January 2012 I had to drive in 
London on my own to get used to the sat.
nav and the London traffic.

I was sent a list of my shifts, which were 
for 15 days of 10 hours each with 3 days 
off. Some were all night and some finished 
in the early hours but they agreed to my 
request of daytime shifts only starting at 
6.00 am. The next step was to collect my 
uniform and Oyster card from a Canning 
Town warehouse.

In full uniform and wearing my pass, I 
went through security and proceeded to 
my check desk at the Excel Centre, where 
my pass was scanned and I was given a 
meal voucher for that day. Tea, coffee and 

water were always freely available. I was 
then given my car key and contact radio.
On the first day, 23 August, I was not 
needed as not many people had arrived. 
Instead, I was allotted a car to go 
anywhere I wanted and to use the sat.
nav as extra training. I headed for the 
Olympic Park where I was screened by 
the army, who were friendly, witty and 
professional and, once inside, I could 
drive anywhere. The next day I received 
my first job to collect a Norwegian 
swimmer from London City Airport to take 
her to the Welcome Centre at the amazing 
Paralympic Village.

Due to everyone having different shifts I 
was meeting different people every day. 
A dispatcher would arrive and send some 
cars to the Grange St. Paul’s Hotel or 
Grand City Hotel. These cars were ‘ON 
DEMAND’, to take anyone with the correct 
accreditation to any of the venues. Other 
cars were given immediate jobs called 
‘REQUEST FOR TRANSPORT’, which 
were pre-booked.

After each job I returned to my original 
starting point and awaited the next one. 
When 8/9 hours of the shift had passed I 
would be called back to the Excel to hand 
back my car key and radio and leave to go 
to my hotel.

I drove many people and had some 
interesting experiences. One lady left her 
ticket for the opening ceremony in her 
hotel so we had to go back there from the 
Olympic Park. She said she would be only 
10 minutes, but she never returned!

I collected three Australians from the 
Grange City Hotel. A young man sat in the 
front and an older couple sat in the back. 
The young man was an ex-basketball 
player who was there to commentate for 
Australian television and the older man 
was head of the Australian Paralympic 
Federation. When we arrived at security 

in the Olympic Park, both men ‘bleeped’ 
going through the x-ray so were hand-
screened by the official, and it became 
clear that they each had a metal leg.

Another job was to collect three Iranians. 
One man had no legs and only one arm 
but with his prosthetics, you would never 
have known. Another journey was to 
take a client from the Green Park Hilton 
in Mayfair to Heathrow Airport.  At the 
Thistle Hotel in Marble Arch I was to pick 
up a Cameroon athlete, but she had gone 
shopping in Oxford Street. After a phone 
call from one of her team, she eventually 
arrived and I took her to the wheelchair 
fencing at the Excel.

I had to collect a lady from Trafalgar 
Square, which was mobbed with people 
and did not know where to stop the car. 
A kind policeman came to my rescue and 
allowed me to park on the pavement. I 
took her to the basketball arena, but on 
my way back to base, her mobile phone 
rang on the back seat, which meant an 
immediate return to the Olympic Park and 
go through security again to find her. She 
was so grateful, as she believed the phone 
was lost and gave me a ‘pin’ to put on my 
jacket.

On 9 September the games were over and 
my work was done. I returned to Brighton 
after nearly three weeks away. I felt very 
emotional as I had been involved in 
something that would never happen again 
and I felt so honoured to have been one 
of the 75,000 games makers, chosen from 
250,000 who originally applied.  Meeting 
so many people from many different 
countries made it a truly wonderful 
experience. Playing my part in making 
the 2012 London Paralympic Games so 
successful was unbelievably exciting and 
a memory I will treasure.

MARTIN GROSS 
Funeral Director and
Funeral Consultant

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771
07540 066566
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The Head of Sussex Police in Brighton 
and Hove, Chief Superintendent Graham 
Bartlett tweeted about the demise of 
300 Superintendents in 18 months and I 
presumptuously responded that police forces 
should be more productive and had to do 
more for less, like all citizens in times of 
austerity.

As a result Chief Supt Bartlett invited me to join the Police 
Response Unit on their night shift (3.00 pm-11.30 pm). I 
chose a Thursday, reasoning that Halloween would have 
taken place the day before and I would miss all the revelling 
drunks and spaced-out druggies that congregate around 
West Street at the weekend.
  
Last Thursday I went to the Brighton Sussex Police 
Headquarters. Critical Incident Inspector Richard Delacour 
first gave us a briefing on Brighton and Hove statistics: 

•��A�very�small�proportion�of�rapes�are�by�complete�strangers.�
By far the majority are by ‘acquaintances’ or ex / current 
partners.

•�There�were�currently�15�inmates�in�the�police�cells�out�of�36.
•��Three�grades�of�crime�response�times:��Grade�1�(break-

ins.�damage,�injury)�-�10�minutes;�Grade�2�(offender�not�at�
scene�but�identifiable�through�CCTV�etc)�-�1�hour;��Grade�
3�(Pre-planned�response)�-�later�reporting;�and�Grade�4�-�
Information Only 

•��People�with�mental�health�issues,�including�acute�
schizophrenia, who commit a crime, are treated on a case-
by-case basis. They are not automatically charged and a 
mental health professional would be involved.

•��Number�of�police�officers�is�based�on�workload,�not�
population. Brighton and Hove have 18 officers.

•��Administration�is�centralised�so�more�Police�Officers�can�be�
out on the beat.

•��Pepper�spray�is�mainly�used�but�Tasers�are�being�issued�to�
selected, specially trained response officers in 2013.

•��Brighton�and�Hove�have�an�average�of�two�firearms�
incidents per week, dealt with by the specialist unit. 

PCs Damien and Justin then took me out in their Police 
Response car. I had to read the Health and Safety instructions 
first, which basically said just listen to the officers, stay in the 
car unless asked to get out and hang on for dear life when the 
car responds on ‘blues and twos’.

Our first call was a motorcycle crash in London Road: no 
injuries just petrol pouring out all over the pavement. Then 
we went up to the administrative police headquarters in 
Hollingbury (where the police cells are housed) to drop off 
some papers and have a quick cup of tea. I asked one of the 
officers what he thought of the Police pension scheme, which 
is being cut. He said because he felt he couldn’t rely on the 
pension alone, he and his wife did up properties and had 
accumulated some equity.
 
He was not impressed with the new Police Crime 
Commissioner elections. He wondered why someone who 
had no first-hand knowledge of how the police service 
worked would be effective as a Commissioner.

Our next call was an all sirens flashing 80+ mph dash along 
the A27 to Mile Oak to an incident that involved a drunken 

woman with a knife having a domestic dispute with her 
husband and standing in a pond. “Are you alright there, 
Linda?” asked Damien whilst I was clinging white-faced onto 
the handle in abject fear of not surviving the sprint. Thankfully 
no one was injured, the woman was known to be an alcoholic 
and she was sent to the police cells overnight for her and her 
family’s safety.

After that we drove around Brighton and Hove looking for 
incidents and waiting for calls from HQ. In the following two 
hours we had a shoplifter in Urban Outfitters, a cyclist over 
a red light, dealing drugs in Western Road, someone driving 
without sidelights and various calls out by Damien from the 
police car to suspicious looking people: “ Hey, what are you 
doing there?” No one was charged. 

I asked many questions of Damien and Justin and nothing 
was off limits. They had a different view on when to bring 
charges;�one�slightly�more�zero�tolerant�than�the�other.

When we were driving around Whitehawk, we spoke about 
young people on benefits and how it hadn’t helped their lives. 
One officer said he had first-hand experience of some young 
people with a similar background to his (he left school at 16) - 
were irresponsible, took drugs and ended up on benefits. He 
had taken a different path, which shows everyone ‘ploughs 
their own furrow’.

One more light-flashing, siren blaring sprint over to Kemp 
Town to investigate a violent pub brawl. I was confined to the 
car again and saw one of those involved being taken away 
by ambulance. His face was cut and swollen and he couldn’t 
have been more than 21. It was a family feud that got out of 
hand but no one would admit responsibility. I was released 
from the car to sit in the pub and watch the staff rewinding 
the CCTV to view the fight. It was clear from the pictures who 
had started the fight and one of the staff was taken to HQ to 
make a witness statement.

By now it was nearly midnight and I was thankful that I had 
survived the evening. Overall, I was very impressed with the 
dedication and professionalism of the force. They operate 
as a closely knit team, and are very approachable and 
pragmatic. We should be proud of our Sussex Police Force.

my night out with sussex Police response unit
by Linda Freedman
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The Other side of 
The stage 
Bernard Swithern in conversation with 
Alan Hershman

We are fortunate to have many 
interesting and talented people in 
our community. Often their modesty 
conceals their achievements. It is 
therefore a surprise and 
delight when we discover 
the stories behind our 
unsung personalities. For 
many years I have been 
unaware that I have been 
rubbing shoulders with Bill 
Allan, whose career has 
included the position of 
Stage Manager of several 
West End Theatres. ‘Bill’ 
is better known to us as 
Alan Hershman and I am 
delighted that he has kindly 
agreed to reveal to SJN 
some reminiscences of his 
fascinating career.

From an early age Alan 
wanted to be a singer. He appeared 
in Pantomime and went on tour 
with a production entitled Zip Goes 
a Million. It was whilst appearing 
in The Desert Song that the Stage 
Manager took him to one side and 
complimented him on his good 
voice. However it was what he said 
next that was to change Alan’s life 
forever. Alan remembers his words 
to this day, “…but my tip is that 
you will, like hundreds of others, 
never make a living out of it. Why 
not become a Stage Manager? I will 
teach you everything that you need 
to know.”

His first job as assistant stage 
manager was at the Intimate 
Theatre in Palmers Green, which 
was conveniently near to where 
he was living at that time. He 
was paid the grand sum of three 
pounds ten shillings per week. 
So what does stage management 
entail? Apparently it is central to 
running the show. It involves calling, 
prompting, obtaining props and 
putting them into place as well 
as directing stage assistants. In 

repertory there is a new play every 
week. Alan quipped that it “only 
involved working 7 days per week”. 
At any one time, actors would be 
learning one play and rehearsing 
another, all whilst playing a third.

Promotion to Stage Manager 
brought entitlement to the grand 
salary of £5 per week.

Fond memories of those days 
include a summer Repertory 
season in Penzance, which was 
close to where he had lived during 
the war. It was like going home. In 
1960 he became stage manager 
of the Black and White Minstrel 
stage show. This was followed 
by a period at the BBC which, 
apparently, led nowhere. However, 
he was then recommended to 
the West End Stage Management 
Association who sent out a monthly 
vacancy list in alphabetical order. 
Hence Bill Allan was top of the list. 
Exceptionally for show business, 
Alan’s longest period out of work 
was only three and a half weeks.

He was always conscious of his 
Jewish upbringing and ensured that 
his contract had a clause to permit 
time off for Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur. He remembers one 
year when, during a tour of Hello 
Dolly with Dora Bryan, he was at 
Leeds Empire at Yom Kippur time. 
He attended the Kol Nidre Service 
and recalls that the sermon was in 
Yiddish. A kind couple had invited 
him home before the Fast and 

asked him to stay the night and 
return to break it. That kindness will 
be an everlasting memory.

Career progression led to his 
becoming a Stage Manager 
for television. This promotion 
to a supervisory role entailed 
responsibility for the crew. 
Membership of the National 

Association of Theatrical and 
Kine Employees then enabled 
him to work as Floor Manager. 
This was a more specialised 
role, the downside of which 
meant that work at that time 
was more difficult to get.

Alan has another treasured 
memory of kindness. At one 
time when he was hard up, he 
recalls that Danny Brummer, 
the local Kosher Butcher, 
gave him some bones with 
plenty of meat on them. He 
made a cholent with this, 
which kept him going for a 
good few days. Eventually, 
regular work came in and 

he had contracts with Granada, 
ATV, Southern and Thames TV. He 
also had two contracts with the 
BBC and remembers working with 
Robert Lindsay in his first television 
role, in a production called Letter 
from a Soldier.

He did a summer season at 
Bournemouth with Sid James, 
who was a relative by marriage. 
It appears that they had another 
thing in common. After leaving 
school they both had trained as 
hairdressers. In Alan’s case it was 
at his mother’s instigation that he 
obtained a qualification in case he 
would ever need it. As it turns out 
he didn’t. 

Later on Alan worked with David 
Niven, who played the ghost in 
the Canterville Ghost and says of 
David that he was wonderful, but 
did not suffer fools gladly. On one 
occasion David was called to attend 
at 11.00am but came for 10.00. The 
next day he was called for 2.00 pm, 
but arrived for lunch. Alan recalls 
that when Walter Miller, the director, 
asked Mr Niven why, he retorted, “I 
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do feel that as I am lucky enough 
with a minimum of talent to get 
where I am, the least that I can do is 
to be on time for rehearsals.”

At this point in our conversation 
Alan got up and brought something 
out of his bookcase. It was a copy 
of David Niven’s autobiography, 
The Moon’s a Balloon. Inside the 
flyleaf is a very nice inscription and 
autograph from David. Alan also 
brought out an inscribed book of a 
different genre. It was the Chumash 
that belonged to his grandfather 
Benjamin, written in Hebrew and 
Yiddish and published in Russia 
in 1837. The family eventually left 
Russia and settled in Stamford Hill.

Whilst searching amongst 
mementos, Alan discovered a book 
given to him by Julia Foster, with 
whom he worked for the filming of 
Moll Flanders. The location was 
the old docklands near Newgate 
Prison. Asked about the Jewish 
actors with whom he had spent 
time, Alan recalled Ron Moody and 

Warren Mitchell. It was as a result of 
a serious difference of opinion with 
Warren over an important prop in 
Council of Love that Warren swore 
at Alan. Alan was not slow to tell 
him to never bother speaking to him 
again. However, it transpires that 
after a few days Warren relented 
and said, “Bill, we cannot go on 
like this forever, can we?’ Alan says 
this was the nearest thing to an 
apology that could be managed and 
thereafter he was “as nice as pie.” 
Max Wall, Monsieur Eddie Gray 
and Ian Holm were other theatrical 
notables with whom Alan worked.

Alan finished up working for 
Thames TV on current affairs and 
outside broadcasts. The latter 
would include football matches 
(in which he confesses to have no 
interest), snooker and chess. Whilst 
working on a chess competition, 
he met Anatoly Karpov, whom he 
remembers as a really nice man  
and recalls watching him play 24 
games simultaneously and winning 
them all.

Going back to how it all started, 
Alan told me of his earliest 
memories as a six year-old boy. 
It was wartime. His father was a 
teacher, which enabled the whole 
family to be evacuated together. 
They ended up in the countryside 
near Penzance in Cornwall. He 
remembers his father leading the 
Shabbat service. He also recalls 
the living conditions. There was no 
electricity or gas supply. Light came 
from a Tilley Lamp and power from 
an accumulator battery that had to 
be re-charged in the nearby village 
each week. They had the luxury 
of running water, but it was not 
heated.

When I asked Alan how he looked 
upon his career, he recalled 
being told by his uncles to go 
into business like them and he 
remembers telling them that if he 
was to spend a third of his whole 
life working, he wanted to enjoy it. 

And he has. 

Malcolm Green
Catering

The selection of your menu is an important part in the 
planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. 

We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements 
and help create the function you will be proud of. Let us 

introduce you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s 
leading Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher 

destination wedding specialist.
 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST
Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823

 koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

www.kosherexperiences.co.il

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN 

(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
 www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/

WORTHING & DISTRICT JEWISH COMMUNITY
CHANUKAH EVENING

We are pleased to welcome
RICHARD RATCLIFFE

For an evening of songs
From the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s

In the styles of Sinatra, Nat King Cole, Matt Monro etc.
On SATURDAY 8th DECEMBER 2012

TIME :   6.45 pm
At Quakers Meeting House, 34 Mill Road, 

Worthing
£6.00  per person

To include  sandwiches, cakes, tea/coffee 

Please send cheques made out to WDJC
To Ian Gordon, 2 Madehurst Close, East Preston, 

BN16 2TH
By latest Wednesday 5th December 2012

For further information call 01903 779 720 
email: barbaraian@talktalk.net



12 13

issue 225 | december 2012

12 13
At eighteen, in 1954, I left Wales for 
London to train as a teacher. During this 
period I met David and we were married 
in 1958.

My first teaching post was in Peckham 
Rye and later in Dulwich Hamlet, which 
was like chalk and cheese. David saw a 
job advertised in the Evening Standard 
for a jewellery designer with a firm 
called Corocraft. The interview took 
place in Crawley, and it was then that 
we learnt about the development of a 
new town, the availability of different 
types of housing there and of course 
the building of many new schools.

David was offered the position of 
designer by Eddie Adler, the Managing 
Director. Incidentally, Eddie was the 
father of Erika and Marion, who are 
members of the Jewish Women Friends 
in Sussex, and husband of Margot, 
who is now in the Hyman Fine House. 
As a young married couple, we were 
very excited to be offered housing in a 
variety of areas. One was interviewed, 
then given a handful of keys to view 
flats and two or three bedroomed 
houses at reasonable rents, before 
making any final decision.

Eddie told us that quite a number 
of Jewish families had moved to 
Crawley, many for jobs with firms on 
the new industrial estate and others in 
connection with the development of 
Gatwick Airport. Meetings were held in 
people’s homes and slowly the Crawley 
Jewish Community was formed. There 
were over forty families, many with 
young children. Services were held 
fortnightly in members’ homes, usually 
those of the more affluent ones, as they 
lived in larger houses. Our services 
were based on Service of the Heart, 
the Progressive Jewish Community’s 
prayer book. Up to that time I had never 
attended a service partly in English, 
where everyone participated in a sincere 
manner and with no casual conversation 
competing with the service. It was also 
a social occasion with refreshments and 
stimulating conversation. During this 
period David designed and made the 
bells, pointer and plate for the Scroll. 

It was interesting to be at the birth of 
a new community and see it develop 
right from the appointment of the first 
President, Chairman etc.. Our President 
was Michael Franklin, whose aunt was 
Lily Montagu. Another learned lady was 
Esther Friedlander who, on festivals 
and High Holy Days, would read the 
appropriate section from the Torah and 
then translate the passage into English. 

On these occasions our services were 
held at the Friends Meeting House in 
Ifield. We were all very comfortable 
in this building and were made most 
welcome. Visiting rabbis and students 
came and conducted services for 
Pesach and the High Holy Days.

I can still remember that on the eve 
of Yom Kippur, Michael Franklin used 
to attend the service at St John’s 
Wood and return to our community 
with the sermon that had been given 
that evening. This version was given 
to us on Yom Kippur. Michael was an 
outstanding orator and these sermons 
have left a lasting memory. On these 
occasions the children were allowed out 
to collect conkers, as the grounds have 
two wonderful chestnut trees.

Seders were held at the Station Hotel 
in Horsham and later at my school in 
Slinfold. They really were quite special 
and even my forty year-old children 
remember them.

Both Brighton and Streatham offered 
classes to our children, which entailed a 
great many hours of chauffeuring each 
Sunday. I hope that having been taught 
by Julia Neuberger has influenced my 
daughter, Sarah in some way. Even 
thirty years ago one sensed that Julia 
Neuberger was quite a special person.

Now fifty years on, I still recollect 
a friendly, energetic and sincere 
community, which has kept me 
interested in Judaism. Over the years I 
have been secretary, chairman and (still) 
treasurer.

For many families Crawley was a rung 
on the ladder and many moved on, 

sadly not to be replaced. Some wanted 
a more Orthodox community for their 
family, and others had no interest at all 
in the community. Now we are just four 
families, with seven members. We hold 
simple services in our homes once a 
month and we continue to be there for 
each other.

Now in 2012 the Crawley Jewish 
Community (CJC) has played an 
important part in helping the Brighton & 
Hove Progressive Synagogue (BHPS). 
In the early sixties The Commission 
for New Towns allocated a piece of 
land to build a place of worship to all 
the religious denominations. Crawley 
Jewish Community was no exception. 
Sadly due to lack of finances and ever 
decreasing numbers, we realised that 
this would not be possible for us. 

Over the past decade several meetings 
were held between the ULPS (Union of 
Liberal & Progressive Synagogues) and 
CJC officers. The land was transferred 
to Liberal Judaism (LJ) and eventually 
sold in excess of £400,000 before the 
payment of incurred costs.

At meetings between LJ and Crawley 
officers, many suggestions were put 
forward and discussed on how the 
proceeds should be used. We were very 
aware in Crawley of the redevelopment 
plans for the Brighton and Hove 
Progressive Synagogue and felt very 
strongly that we would like to support 
this programme to promote the future 
development of Liberal Judaism in 
Sussex. Three determined women 
officers eventually persuaded LJ that 
BHPS should be the main beneficiaries 
of the sale of the land, which realized 
the sum of £200,000.

Together with the entire membership 
of BHPS we look forward to the day 
when the building is completed and 
the synagogue is once again in use. On 
behalf of past and present members of 
CJC, I trust this will be a fitting legacy 
from a once thriving and enthusiastic 
community.

Features

How i came to be part of the crawley Jewish community 
by Joyce de Ath
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Just released:  some new chanukah gift suggestions

co-op faces local members’ backlash against boycott of israeli companies 
by Katie Lyons

Amos Oz
How to Cure a 
Fanatic
Vintage Books, 
1 November 
2012
112 pages, 
£3.99

Sub-titled 
Israel and 
Palestine:  

Between Right and Right, 
this collection of speeches from 
2002 analyses the historical roots of 
violence and confronts truths about the 
extremism nurtured throughout society. 
In coming face to face with fanaticism 
Amos Oz suggests ways in which we 
can all respond and argues that the 
Israel-Palestinian conflict is primarily 
a dispute over property. Unafraid to 
advocate solutions to the dispute, Oz 
espouses his belief that there will, one 
day, be a resolution to the conflict, 
noting that both sides will have to 
make the most painful decisions in their 
respective histories.  This is a clear and 
intelligent book about the Middle East 
from one of Israel’s greatest authors.

Daniel Gordis
The Promise 
of Israel
John Wiley 
& Sons, 12 
September 
2012
256 pages, 
£17.99

According to 
Daniel Gordis, 
Israel has 
defied that conventional wisdom that a 
country founded on a single religion or 
culture cannot remain stay democratic 
and prosperous.  Using a unique blend 
of democracy and tradition Israel has 
provided its citizens with infinitely 
greater liberty and prosperity than 
anyone expected and faring far better 
than any other young nation, Gordis 
argues that it would make sense for 
many other countries, from Rwanda 
to Afghanistan and even Iran, to look 
at how they’ve done it. In fact, rather 
than seeking to destroy Israel, the 
Palestinians would serve their own best 
interests by trying to copy it.

This book, subtitled Why Its Seemingly 
Greatest Weakness is Actually Its 

Greatest Strength, is certain to generate 
controversy and debate.  It takes many 
of the arguments against Israel and 
turns them completely on their heads, 
undoing liberals with a more liberal 
argument and the religious with a more 
devout argument.  

Dan Nichols and Eighteen
The Sound of What Cannot Be Seen
Released on 1 
November 
2012

This recording 
culminates 3 
years of touring.  
Dan Nichols 
and Eighteen 
developed 
these songs 
with audiences of all ages from 
elegant concert halls to summer camp 
dining halls across North America and 
features their trademark acoustic rock 
sound. In an album that revolves around 
themes of hope, redemption, grief and 
acceptance, there are some stand out 
tracks such as All This Rain, Mayim, 
Where You’ve Always Gone and Out of 
the Depths.

The Co-operative Sussex Area members’ meeting held at 
the Brighthelm Centre, Brighton on Thursday 18 October 
descended into farce when Len Wardle, Chairman of the 
Board of Co-operative Group Ltd, fielded questions from local 
Co-op members unhappy about the Co-op’s boycott of four 
Israeli companies - Agrexco, Arava Export Growers, AdaFresh 
and Mehadrin..
 
The meeting didn’t start well for the Co-op hierarchy, with 
two questions on the subject of trade with Israel inadvertently 
omitted from the minutes of the previous meeting held in 
Hove last year.
 
When the meeting was opened to the audience to ask 
questions, the topic of the organisation’s trade with Israel was 
again raised.

One member of the audience questioned the reasons for 
the trade embargo – the producers in question employ 
both Palestinian and Israeli workers and the arbitrary trade 
embargo has damaged employment opportunities for 
Palestinian workers.

 But rather than answering the question, Mr Wardle, from 
Worthing, chose to read from a prepared statement, referring 
to the supply chain and the Co-op’s view that trade with 
these companies was in contravention of international law, 
which is contradicted by the fact that the UK Government 
does not ban trade with the companies concerned.
 
A second question was aimed at the validity of the Co-
op embargo and the organisation’s decision to blindly 
follow the UN’s criticism of Israel, when that organisation’s 
Human Rights policies are dominated by countries that lack 
democracy, that are not free and that routinely violate human 
rights themselves.
 
Opting not to answer any further questions on the subject, 
and clearly agitated by the questions already posed, Mr 
Wardle tried to draw a line by explaining that the Co-op’s 
position was clearly defined in a set of questions and answers 
which would be made available after the meeting.
 
The questions and answers were circulated the following 
day. They revealed that the Co-op’s partial boycott of Israeli 
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produce relied heavily on the 2004 verdict of the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) on Israel’s Security Fence.
 
That verdict included an assertion that the settlements in 
Judea and Samaria are illegal. However (a) it was an advisory 
opinion only – it was not legally binding (the ICJ is a creature 
of the United Nations) (b) the UN General Assembly’s 
reference to the court condemned Israel in advance (c) the 
ICJ judges included appointees of several dictatorships or 
near-dictatorships, namely China, Madagascar, Sierra Leone, 
Russia, Venezuela, Jordan, and Egypt (c) the court did not 
hear Israel’s case (d) the court invented a new rule of law 
applicable only to Israel, namely that she has no right of self-
defence against terrorists (e) the court is a political tribunal 
and not a proper court of law.
 
But incredibly – despite the prominence of the ICJ’s 
Judgment in the Co-op’s Q+A sheet - at the North London 
Area meeting of Co-op members on 20 October, Mr Wardle 
denied all knowledge of the International Court of Justice, in 
response to another question about the Co-op’s Israel policy.
 

Then when it was pointed out to him that there was no 
consensus over whether the settlements are illegal – e.g. the 
United States does not think this so – a visibly agitated Len 
Wardle argued that the US’s view is worthless because the 
US ‘occupies’ Guantanamo Bay.  The truth, however, is that 
the Guantanamo Bay site is leased by the US from Cuba in a 
commercial arrangement)
 
Co-operative member and Brighton resident Daniel Matthews 
said: “The Co-op’s boycott is out-of–step with the opinions 
of many of its members here in Brighton. A number of us 
attended the Area Meeting and let the leading figures in the 
Co-op know that we are opposed to any boycott of Israeli 
companies.  It was obvious from the weak answers to our 
questions that the boycott is ill-thought-through and founded 
on ignorance about the complexities of the Middle East 
conflict”.
 
 If it’s truth about Israel you’re after, shop somewhere else….

Jeremie Dres
We Won’t See Auschwitz
SelfMadeHero, 22 October 2012
208 pages, £14.99

In this semi-
autobiographical 
graphic novel, the 
author and his 
brother decide to 
learn more about 
their family’s 
Polish roots.  
Less interested 
in finding out 
about how 

the Holocaust affected 
his family and more interested to 
understand what it means to be 
Jewish and Polish today, the brothers 
decide not to follow the Holocaust 
trail.  Instead they go to the village of 
Zelechow and Warsaw (where they 
grandparents were from) and Krakow, 
which hosts Europe’s largest festival 
of Jewish culture.  They discover a 
country that is still affected by its past 
as they talk to lots of people including 
progressive rabbis and young Jewish 
Orthodox artists.  This is an engaging 
graphic novel about the role of history 
and the quest for identity.

Jeff Wayne’s Musical Version of 
The War of the Worlds – The New 
Generation
Sony CMG, 2 CD set
Released on 26 November 2012

Ironically for H G Wells, the Holocaust 
analogy could not be more direct 
when The Journalist, the protagonist, 
intones:  “Never before in the history of 
the world had such a mass of human 
beings moved and suffered together. 
This was no disciplined march – it was 
a stampede – without order and without 
a goal, six million people unarmed and 
unprovisioned, driving headlong. It was 
the beginning of the rout of civilisation, 
of the massacre of mankind.”

Jeff Wayne’s Musical Version of The 
War of the Worlds was first released in 
1978 and boasted a cast that included 
Richard Burton and David Essex.  It 
remains a classic of popular music.

Now in 2012 composer Jeff Wayne 
has returned with a new version of his 
musical with a new cast that includes 
Liam Neeson, Gary Barlow, Ricky 
Wilson (of the Kaiser Chiefs) and Joss 
Stone.  This is not a simple re-recording 
with new artistes.  As Wayne told SJN, 
the original music was a product of 
its time and he wanted to hear how it 
would sound if composed and recorded 
today.  The script has also been 
expanded from Wayne’s original source 
notes.

The New Generation is a work that 
provides new surprises to keep the 
listener who is familiar with the original 
engaged.  For those unfamiliar with it, 
Jeff Wayne’s Musical Version of The 
War of the Worlds – The New Version is 
a brilliant musical that gets better with 
every listening.

A multi-media tour of Jeff Wayne’s Musical 
Version of The War of the Worlds – The New 
Generation will be at the Brighton Centre on 
16 and 17 December.
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Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.webjam.com/bhhc10

The Power of Light     
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Chanukah is celebrated with light. Whether we use 
olive oil lamps, candles, paraffin or, as I heard once 
happened in a Soviet Labour Camp, rags soaked in 
butter.  The end product is a flame which generates 
light. 

Light is a physical phenomenon which seems to border 
on the spiritual. It cannot be touched and takes up no 
exclusive space. When we use something physical, 
it is diminished. The more money we spend, the less 
we have. The more petrol we use, the emptier the tank 
becomes. The more food we eat, the more we need to 
restock the pantry. 

Conversely, spiritual things seem to increase with use. 
A teacher shares his knowledge and not only do the 
students gain but the teacher is enriched. The more 
one loves, the more love grows. When one gives a 
spiritual gift, the recipient gains and the giver loses 
nothing. A flame is similar. If you use one flame to light 
another, the first one remains as bright as it was before. 
Its�light�is�not�diminished�by�being�shared;�on�the�
contrary, now there is twice the light.

The Chanukah story tells us of a battle for the spiritual 
future of the Jewish people. Unlike the Persians in the 
Purim narrative and the Nazis during the Holocaust 
who desired the physical obliteration of our people, the 
Greeks had no desire to attack the Jews, as long as 
they assimilated into the alien Hellenistic culture. This 
is�why�we�celebrate�Chanukah�with�light;�a�physical�
phenomenon akin to the spiritual, for the victory was 
one of the spirit. It is why we increase the number 
of�Chanukah�lights�daily;�to�stress�that�in�matters�of�
holiness there must be constant ascent.

A businessman wanted to test which of his three sons 
had the most initiative. He gave each of them a day to 
fill a huge warehouse - whoever filled it completely, in 
whatever way, would inherit the business. The eldest 
son decided to use balloons. He spent the whole day 
but however many he crammed into the warehouse 
there was still some space between the balloons. The 
second son decided that he would use bundles of hay. 
He also succeeded in almost filling the warehouse but 
there were still gaps.  

The youngest son waited until five minutes before the 
deadline. Then he called out ‘Done it!’ The others ran to 
see, wondering how on earth the youngest son could 
have succeeded. Inside the darkened warehouse, the 
youngest son had lit a lamp. The entire building was 
filled�with�light;�every�last�corner.�Needless�to�say,�the�
youngest son won.

A small amount of light can dispel a room-full of 
darkness.�Rather�than�focusing�on�the�negative;�by�
accentuating the positive, the negative dissipates 
by itself. One good deed, one act of kindness, one 
moment of thoughtfulness can have a tremendous 
effect on the world around us.

Perla and I wish the entire community a happy and 
illuminating Chanukah. 

Dear Rabbi Rader,

Many thanks again for a great annual visit. 
You have a lovely way with the children and they 

really loved the visit.  

Regards,
Christina Perry

St Christopher’s, Hove
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rabbi Vivian silverman
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Tel: 01273 732035 Email: hollandroadshul@btinternet.com

About chanukah    
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

For the past 2,175 years, we have been marking the 
victory of The Maccabees over the Syrian Greeks who 
had tried to impose the Hellenistic way of life (including 
worship of the Greek idols) on the Jewish people 
in Judea.  Had Matityahu and his sons - Yohanan, 
Yonatan, Yehuda, Eleazar and Shimon - together with a 
loyal band of followers failed in their mission, Judaism 
would have been submerged beneath the waves of 
Hellenism that were sweeping the Middle East during 
the second century BCE.

The first day of the eight day festival - 25 Kislev - is 
mentioned in the book of Maccabees as the date on 
which the Temple was re-dedicated, three years after 
the lights of the menorah were extinguished by the 
enemy who had turned the Jewish Temple into a Pagan 
shrine. Hence, Chanukah – the Feast of Dedication- is 
also known as Ha’oorim, the Festival of Lights.

The reason we place the Chanukah menorah 
(Chanukiya) near a window is to display the miracle of 
the oil both to ourselves and to the outside world. This 
is called in Hebrew: Pirsoomei Nissa.  In the State of 
Israel, families place their Hanukiya inside a glass case 
which they put outside the front door.

Shimon Hamaccabee was the last of the brothers 

to survive.  He became the founder of a line of 
Hasmonean kings who ruled in Judea until the second 
Temple was destroyed. Since the family were from the 
priestly line of Kohanim, they should not have taken on 
the mantle of kingship, because this inevitably brought 
them into contact with battle, and a Kohen is forbidden 
to be near a dead body owing to his special status.

As a result, the Hasmoneans were not viewed 
favourably by the religious leadership, and hence the 
reason very little mention is made of them in the pages 
of the Talmud.

The story of Chanukah is mentioned in Tractate 
(Massehet) Shabbat, in the section called “Bameth 
Madlikin”, which discusses the oils to be used for the 
kindling of the Shabbat lights.

DECEMBER DIARY
8 Shabbat   First Chanukah light after Shabbat ends, 

4.50 pm.

14 Friday  Rosh Chodesh Tevet

15 Shabbat   Last Chanukah light after Shabbat ends, 
4.50 pm.

23 Sunday  Fast of Tenth of Tevet, ends at 4.43 pm.

Following the first successful Lishmah Sussex, a second six week 
cross-communal study programme, inspired by Sussex Day 

Limmud, with a wonderful range of local speakers offering a wide 
range of topics from Jewish history to practical Jewish response.

Venue: BHASVIC (Brighton & Hove VI Form College),  
203 Dyke Road, Hove BN3 6FG

(corner Dyke Road and Old Shoreham Road)
Free parking available on site – wheelchair accessible – lift

Buses 14C. 27 stop outside College. No. 7 bus is 5 minutes walk 
from the Seven Dials

Commencing Thursday, 7 February 2013 for six weeks
Session 1:  7.00 – 8.00 pm
Session 2:  8.15 – 9.15 pm

Weekly programme offered at £4 per week, or £20 in advance for the 
whole programme, tea & coffee included

Contact lishmahsussex@yahoo.co.uk for information and 
registration, or register on arrival
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ecostream of consciousness    
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo

Most of you will be aware of the obnoxious demonstrations 
that take place on a weekly basis in front of the Ecostream 
shop in Western Road. We are also likely to be aware of the 
counter demonstrations by some brave individuals, most of 
them non-Jewish, who are trying to state some basic facts.

I have not taken part in any of the counter demonstrations, 
since they take usually placed on Shabbat. I have decided 
to build a fence around Shabbat so that my family and my 
community can enjoy some Shabbat menucha (rest). But 
out of curiosity I spent some time surfing the web, trying to 
understand the reasoning and motivation of those who are 
campaigning. 

I won’t enumerate how many inaccuracies I found because 
I am afraid we are all familiar with them. I found myself 
wondering why all these stories are believed and taken as 
the truth. I noticed that most of these individuals have a 
rudimentary knowledge of Jewish and Israeli history that 
is quite often, in my opinion, distorted. Particularly, when it 
comes to Judaism, their knowledge appears to be even more 
superficial. Most of them have probably never met a Jew in 
their life….with the possible exception of some self-promoting 
“revolutionary” proud of his background and his link to the 
Jewish past but equally ready to deny any connection with 
the Jewish people of the present time. 

It seems to me that these campaigners are well disposed 
towards Jews or even welcome them among their ranks. 
However, this is only when Jews come into the scene as 
victims. For this reason, they cannot support Zionism as it is 
the movement for Jewish self-determination. In short, they 
like Jews as a symbol of oppression, and they dislike Israel as 
the place where Judaism becomes a political reality and the 
law of the land.  

When real people become a symbol – either through suffering 
or oppression – we tend to forget that the real world is 
populated by human beings. We see human beings (Jews, 
Arabs, Israelis, Palestinians) as the personification of Good 
or Evil, with capital letters, and every conflict of that kind 
becomes perennial. It could end only with the total defeat of 
the Evil forces, like in a bad sci-fi movie. 

I find this deeply disturbing. I believe that man is created 
in the image of God, and therefore, human reality is 
multifaceted, and enormously rich. Reducing such richness to 
a flat symbol is, to me, almost a sacrilege. 

Therefore, I feel that a very dangerous line has been crossed.  
Israel has been transformed in to a symbol of all that is Evil in 
the world. And we know that is not the truth.

breakfast club a great success    

The first meeting of the Jewish Business Breakfast Club 
(JBBC) was a great success. Twenty people had registered, 
and with two walk-ins, meant that there were enough 
people to make the mix interesting. We heard from a variety 
of people, from those who would help us to get our gas 
and electricity cheaper, to the proprietor of a ladies’ shoes 
boutique, from document scanning, private car hire, and to 
different forms of marketing and accounts.

There was also a short announcement from Rob Starr and 
Darren Abrahams, from the Edward Starr Trust. They told us 
of their plans for redeveloping the King Alfred into a centre for 
the arts, leisure and community.

We already know that there are several newcomers coming to 
our next meeting, which will be on Tuesday, 18 December 

at 8.00 am. Please reserve your place either by emailing 
Jewishbusinessbreakfast@yahoo.co.uk or phone the shul 
on 01273 735343.  Please remember to use the Eaton Road 
entrance. 

Don’t forget……. to buy your        
Chanukah Candles 

from our Judaica Shop

Only £2 per packet
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Taking chanukah Personally    
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah 
Over 1,500 years ago, recalling the festival that began more 
than 400 years earlier with the rededication of the Temple in 
164 BC, the Sages asked, Mah Chanukah? What is Chanukah? 
(Babylonian Talmud: Shabbat 21b). We could ask ourselves the 
same question. But, perhaps, there is a prior question for us 
today: what has become of Chanukah? 

Since we live in a culture that is dominated still by the Christian 
calendar, and given the way that the religious meaning of 
Christmas has become overtaken in modern society by the 
powerful motor of consumerism, has Chanukah become a 
mini-clone of a materialist version of Christmas? Are we less 
concerned with the particular qualities and messages of the 
festival than the opportunity it gives us to brighten the winter 
nights, exchange presents, eat latkes and doughnuts, and have 
fun? 

Of course, different people will give different answers to these 
questions – and then, who’s to say that it’s not possible to do 
both – to enjoy the goodies and the bling and take to heart the 
essence of Chanukah as a uniquely Jewish festival?

But then, what is that essence? To repeat the question posed 
by the Sages: Mah Chanukah? What is Chanukah? They 
were clear: Chanukah is a celebration of the triumph of the 

Eternal One represented by the miracle of the one day’s supply 
of oil that lasted for eight – hence the mitzvah to kindle an 
accumulating series of flames, night after night. 

But there are other narratives. Emphasising the military victory 
of the Maccabees over the Seleucid Empire ruled by Antiochus 
IV, described in the two Books of the Maccabees, and written 
not long after the events they describe, some see Chanukah in 
nationalist terms, as a struggle for Jewish self-determination, 
similar to the Zionist struggle. For others, by contrast, the 
gathering flames, brightening the darkness, proclaim a 
message of hope for all persecuted peoples.

Perhaps the question we should be asking, is not, what is the 
essence of Chanukah? – but, rather, recognising that there are 
different answers to the question, ask ourselves, what does 
Chanukah�mean�to�us;�to�me,�here�and�now?�This�is,�perhaps,�
the most important question – and it has profound implications. 
To discover what Chanukah means to us as individuals, we 
need to engage, to acquaint ourselves with the festival – 
explore the background and participate in the rituals associated 
with it. 

Of course, the need for personal engagement does not only 
apply to Chanukah. An inspiring, challenging and complex 
heritage has been transmitted to us, but unless we receive our 
inheritance – each one of us – and make it our own, it is lost to 
us.  Chanukah Samei’ach!

The Hour Of sunlight    
One Palestinian’s Journey from Prisoner to Peacemaker (Nation 
Books) is Al Jundi’s story of self-discovery, ground-breaking 
activism, and a tireless struggle for peace, co-authored with 
American Jewish writer and social justice activist Jen Marlowe.  
As a young Palestinian boy, Sami Al Jundi had one ambition: 
to overthrow Israeli occupation. When a bomb that he was 
building with friends exploded prematurely, killing one of the 
teenagers, Al Jundi was sentenced to ten years in Israeli prison. 
It was while there, unexpectedly, that ideas about non-violence 

and reconciliation first took root and changed the course of his 
battle forever.

Sami Al Jundi and Jen Marlowe will be speaking at The 
Cornerstone, Church Road, Hove BN3 2FL, 2.30 pm – 4.00 pm 
on Saturday 1 December.  However, if Sami is not granted a 
visa and is unable to attend, Jen will speak and show a DVD or 
clip from a laptop featuring Sami.

BHPS Chanukkah Shabbaton
Saturday 15 December @ Ralli Hall

A day full of friendship fun and food.
An unmissable Shabbat packed with activities for young and not so 

young to exercise your intellect and your creative side.

11.00   Tikkun Creative Service led by the  
religion school students  

12.30   Kiddush followed by Chavurah lunch 
(please bring vegetarian, permitted fish 
dish or dessert to share)  

1.30 – 3.00  Choice of activities for children and 
adults including:

  •  Chanukah games,  craft  
activities and the world’s largest dreidl 
game 

   •  Study session with Rabbi Elli: 
A Festival of All Meanings;  
Exploring the Stories and  
Messages of Chanukkah  

3.00  Tea and doughnuts        

4.00   Havdalah followed by the lighting of the 
eighth candle (bring your own  
Chanukkiya and candles)

bHPs
rabbi elizabeth Tikvah sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

BEYOND THE DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY
Jews, Christians & Muslims in Dialogue With Each 
Other and With Britain
Edited by Tony Bayfield, Alan Race and Ataullah 
Siddiqui
300 pages, £12.95   ISBN: 978-1468167474
Beyond the Dysfunctional Family represents the 
dialogical fruit of a group of Jews, Christians and 
Muslims who have been meeting together for more 
than a decade. The contributors have made the long 
journey from guarded spokespersons to vulnerable 
human beings who can share both their enthu-
siasms and fears with those they now recognise 

as siblings. Breaking new ground, the book reflects on the causes of 
dysfunctionality – historical, political, theological – and offers healing 
through a theology of deep respect and sense of equality. 

The contributors – who include Tony Bayfield, Alan Race, Ataullah 
Siddiqui, Sughra Ahmed, Rachel Benjamin, Miriam Berger, Marcus 
Braybrooke, Jane Clements, Elizabeth Harris, Shanthi Hettiarachchi, 
Michael Hilton, Dilwar Hussain, Humera Khan, Abduljalil Sajid, Elizabeth 
Tikvah Sarah, Norman Solomon – all within their respective communi-
ties and are committed practitioners of interfaith dialogue. They bring 
a passion and an awareness of being on the front line. The book faces 
issues of religious identity, truth, violence and critical thinking with 
both honesty and mutual care. 

Available from www.amazon.co.uk
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What’s on: december 2012  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

sHAbbAT sHALOm – briGHTON Times
In  Light Candles Out  Havdalah  
Fri 30 Nov 3.41 pm          Sat 1 Dec 4.54 pm
Fri 7   3.37 pm  Sat 8  4.52 pm
Fri 14  3.37 pm       Sat 15  4.53 pm
Fri 21  3.39 pm  Sat 22  4.56 pm
Fri 28  3.44 pm  Sat 29  5.01 pm

NOTAbLe dATes
Chanukah – 1st candle - Saturday 8 
Chanukah – 8th candle - Saturday 15

reGuLAr AcTiViTies

Sundays
carmel Tennis club �  10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. 
Tel: Leon on 07717 222744
brighton JLGb (Jewish Lads and Girls brigade)  � The youth club for 8-18 
year olds meets every Sunday during school terms from 4.15 pm - 6.00 
pm at Ralli Hall. Contact Diane on 07963 552920 

Mondays

ethics of our Fathers �  with Rabbi Efune 11.30 am - 12.30 pm at the 
Brighton Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 
321919

Afternoon club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 410435

rubber and duplicate bridge �  1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £2.00 Ralli Hall. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435

contemporary basic Talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

Tanya (Kabbalah)  � Learning Group with Penina Efune  - Ladies only 8.15 
pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays

ralli Hall Lunch and social club �  10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall 

Art in the studio with martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall 

Painting with rochelle (JAs)   � 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm Ralli Hall 
Tel: 01273 503708 

israeli dancing  �  7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays

JAcs  � at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / 
£2.50 non-members (see programme in Events listings)

Art in the studio with martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall
Khorovod of songs  �  Eastern European Singing Group with Polina 
Shepherd 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm at Ralli Hall (room 12). RH members 
£5.00 / non-members £6.00 on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month 

Thursdays

mother & baby Group (0-2 years) at the Torah Nursery � , 29 New Church 
Road, Hove. All mums welcome 10.00 am – 12 noon. 

ralli Hall Lunch and social club  � 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

bridge  � at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

Weekly Torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House 
Tel: 01273 321919

Ladies Who Learn  � with Penina Efune 2.15 pm – 4.00 pm at the Torah 
Nursery 

eVeNTs FOr december  
 
      Tuesday 4

deadline for submissions to sJN for January issue �    
 
Wednesday 5
JAcs  � – no meeting scheduled   
 
Thursday 6 
centre for German-Jewish studies �  – Antisemitism in 
Fascist Italy 1922-1945 with guest speaker Lutz 
Klinkhammer, 4.00 pm at University of Sussex Arts A, 
Room 108  
 
Saturday 8
Giant menorah Lighting  � in Palmeira Square 6.30 pm with 
entertainment, doughnuts, latkes, Chanukah gelt and 
gifts for the kids 

Worthing & district Jewish society  � present an evening of 
songs with Richard Ratcliffe. Quakers Meeting House, 
34 Mill Road, Worthing 6.45 pm. Tickets £6.00 to 
include refreshments. Contact 01903 779720 or email 
barbaraian@talktalknet by 5 December   
 
Wednesday 12
JAcs  � – Your Desert Island Discs.  Bring your favourite 
music on CDs, tell us why you like them and we will 
play them at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members 

Khorovod of songs  � Eastern European Singing Group 
with Polina Shepherd 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm lower floor 
at Ralli Hall (room 12). Members £5.00/non-members 
£6.00 
 
Sunday 16  
Helping Hands chanukah Tea  � at the AJEX Centre, 2.00 
pm  
 
Tuesday 18
Jewish business breakfast club  � 8.00 am – 9.30 am at 
BHRS, Palmeira Avenue.   Tickets £10 
 
Wednesday 19 
JAcs �  with guest speaker Mark Perry-Nash on Women 
of the White House – America’s First Ladies from 
Martha to Michelle.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members  
 
Wednesday 26  
JAcs �  – no meeting scheduled

Email address for submissions and 
correspondence:  editor@sussexjewishnews.com 

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER
Contact the Communal Diary before 

planning your events! 
Email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Grodzinki’s challot and rye bread
are available from Premier Convenience Stores 

in Hove Street every Thursday morning until 
supplies run out.

Keep the date! 
April 15th 2013 -Yom Ha’atzmaut - the whole 
of the Sussex Jewish Community will have the 
chance to come together to celebrate Israel’s 

65th birthday


