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2 3Pause for thought

The history of the Jewish People is punctuated by 
episodes of discomfort and existential threats. In the 
period since the end of World War II, Anglo-Jewry 
has seen a generation raised in an atmosphere of 
confidence, comfort and security. However, current 
times pose three basic questions.

Are we still able to feel 
comfortable about 
our future?  How do 
we evaluate present 
events?  How do 
we react to them 
in a balanced and 
considered way?

These are questions applicable to Anglo-Jewry as 
a whole, but recent events in Brighton necessitate 
a local appraisal. The Israeli-owned EcoStream 
shop is under weekly siege by so-called Palestinian 

lobbyists. The compliance of The Co-operative 
supermarkets (good with food, naive with politics) 
with a boycott of Israeli goods is a mistaken policy 
that reflects poorly on the organisation. And now, 
most recently, the decision of the Brighton Dome to 
cancel the Saturday performance of the Batsheva 
Dance Company and to restrict it to the Friday night 

(our Shabbat) is disgraceful.

It is not alarmist to reflect on 
the lessons of history and to 
note that inability to react to 
incremental infringements on 
our security has in the past 
led to disastrous    

                                      consequences.

Our communal leadership must analyse these events 
and propose a strategy for addressing them.

it is NOt alaRMist tO Reflect ON histORy. 
iNcReMeNtal iNfRiNgeMeNts ON OuR 

secuRity haVe iN the Past led tO 
disastROus cONsequeNces.
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not necessarily those of SJN;
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for publication. To assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format 
using Times New Roman as a font. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of volunteers, 
any response may be subject to delay.
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your news
Births

We are delighted to announce the birth of Poppy in Auckland NZ, 
a daughter to Karen Louise Davis and Sean Lee. Mazeltov to Uncle 
Jeremy, grandparents and great-grandma along with all the family.

Mazel tov to: 
•�� Mendel and Bruria Efune on the birth of a daughter, Mussi, another 

grandchild for Rabbi Pesach and Penina
•�� Shirley Hale on becoming a great-grandmother to Yael, born in 

Israel on 12 August to Meital and David Langford, and to Grandpa 
Jeremy Langford.

•�� Henrietta and Stephen Hempling on the birth of another grandson, 
Leo, a brother for Harry

•�� Andy and Diane Lewis on the birth of a grandson, Leonardo 
•�� Ruth Nguyen-Seltzer on the birth of another grandchild, Luca 

Sidney
•�� Rabbi Hershel and Perla Rader on the birth of a grandson in 

Australia
•�� Sandra and Ronnie Rutherford on the birth of another 

granddaughter, Julia, a sister for Filipa.
•�� Rabbi Zalman and Shterna Lewis on the birth of a daughter, Chana

special birthdays
Mazel tov to Irene Brookes, Mary Burnard, Joshua Firsht, Bella 
Gerstman, Oliver Harris, Jude Kelly, Michael Lovegrove, Annabel 
Pagel, Michael Phillips (apologies for the belated wishes!), Doris 
Raven, Ronnie Rutherford, Anna Sherwood, Diana White who are 
celebrating special birthdays this month.

Weddings   
Mazel tov to Sarah-Jane 
Lennard and Ben Rosen 
of Manchester on their 
marriage at the Grand 
Hotel in Eastbourne on 9th 
September.  Mazel tov also 
to Sarah-Jane’s mother 
Marilyn Lennard, two 
brothers Paul and Daniel 
and to grandmother Lee 
Panto.

civil Partnership
Mazel tov to Tara Becker and Anna Massey on their civil partnership.

anniversary
Mazel tov to Sue and Tony Rosenfield on their Ruby Wedding 
anniversary.

New home
Mazel tov to Henrietta and Stephen Hempling on their new home in 
Brighton and wishing them every happiness.

achievement
Mazel tov to Penina Shepherd, founder of Brighton firm Acumen 
Business Law, for being crowned Entrepreneur of the Year for the 
South of England, by the British Chamber of Commerce at their 
Regional Awards ceremony.

get Well
We wish a Refuah Sheleima to Harry Atkins, Paulina Bass, Barbara 
Comiskey, Kate Davidson, Harold Day, Marilyn Fisher, Roz Flashman, 
Alan Hershman, Michael Levene, Mandy Randall-Gavin, Richard 
Reed, Anthony Weinstein.

deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Stanley Benjamin z’l, Mrs E 
Daniels z’l, David Green z’l, Malcolm Margo z’l, Cyril Miller z’l, 
Yitzchak Perl z’l, Marjorie Phillips z’l, Frances Selby z’l and Mrs 
Susan Winter z’l

your views
thank you from gabi
I just wanted to say a big thank you to everyone in the Brighton and 
Hove Jewish Community who came to see my show “This Is The 
Moment” at Ralli Hall on 19th August. Thanks also to all those people 
who made donations and who helped behind the scenes and in so 
many other ways. 

With your support I raised most of the fees for my first term at 
Performance Preparation Academy in Guildford, which is going really 
well & I’m learning lots!  I’m now looking to find other ways to raise 
the money for the other two terms. 

Here’s the website with all the details about the show: 
www.gabimarkhamproductions.co.uk  

Best wishes, Gabi Markham

from Westminster
I am concerned that, as a result of the ongoing demonstrations at 
Ecostream, an atmosphere is being created in which anti-Semitic 
prejudice is becoming normalised.

I feel it is my duty to challenge such bigotry whenever it shows 
any sign of rearing its ugly head in any form.  I am disgusted at 
the thought of members of the local Jewish community feeling 
intimidated or discriminated in any way.

Please get in contact with me on mike.weatherly.mp@parliament.uk if 
you have had any personal experiences of the issue.

Yours sincerely,
Mike Weatherly MP
Hove and Portslade

On 13th August a son, Simcha Shlomo, born to Rabbi Ben Davis 
(formerly of Brighton) and Gevura Davis, in Kansas City. A 
brother for Baruch Mordechai, Ezriel, Temima and Rochel 

Leah. Another beautiful grandchild for Angela and Joe Davis.

Roz and Mike Flashman would like to say an enormous 
‘thank you’ to the Rabbonim, their wonderful family and 

friends for their truly amazing support received since Roz 
has been unwell. Thank you for all your good wishes, flowers 

and goodies, all of which have been so much appreciated. 
Our thanks once again and may you all be blessed with a 

happy and healthy New Year. 

Gloria Lennard z’l 
Ray Williams and family would like to thank 
the community for all their many letters of 

condolence received on the sad death of Gloria.
A wonderful sister.  A great lady.
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aJeX Remembrance service 2012 
by Sidney Lipman

The Brighton & Hove Branch of AJEX invite you all to our 
Annual Remembrance Day Service  on Sunday 11 November 
11 2012 in the Synagogue at Brighton & Hove Hebrew 
Congregation, 29-31 New Church Road Hove.  

The service will be conducted by Rabbi Hershel Rader in the 
presence of Civic Dignitaries, will commence at 4.30 pm, but 
those attending are kindly asked to arrive in time to be seated 

by the stewards before 4.15 pm.  Following the service, tea 
will be served in the MarK Luck Hall.

We do hope the community at large, especially the younger 
generation, will come along and take part in this act of 
remembrance, “Lest We Forget” and pay homage to those 
past and present who sacrificed all for us to be
here today.

sukkot at hyman fine house 
by Beverly Barnett

On Sunday 30 September members of the Ladies Fund 
Raising Committee joined with the residents to dress the 
Sukkah. Once it was set up, they were encouraged to come 
along and see how lovely it looked.

On Wednesday 3 October there was an enjoyable Sukkot 
Party with a very good entertainer. It was great to see 
the residents, staff and volunteers joining in a communal 
singsong and dancing along to the Rivers of Babylon! Thanks 
to the catering staff at Hyman Fine for an excellent tea.

Our residents really enjoy this kind of activity, especially when 
visitors come along and join in. We are always looking out for 
more volunteers, so that we can continue to provide many 
more interesting events. If you can help in any way, please get 
in touch with me on 01273 731648.

Beverly Barnett is a Volunteer Co-ordinator at Hyman Fine 
House.

Monthly Roundup 
by Neil Kentish

I want to ask a question of you:  why is it in a survey of the 
officers and staff of Sussex Police, only three identified 
themselves as Jewish? I need to qualify that figure somewhat. 
The staff were not required to respond and in fact close to 
40% chose not to. Additionally, 23% of those who did answer 
recorded as their response ‘do not wish to state’.  But still, in 
a force that is seeking to become more representative of the 
people they serve why do we have only three people who so 
identify? Do you perceive there to be a barrier to members of 
the community from working for Sussex Police? I don’t have 
the answer but I would be interested in your thoughts. 

The last few weeks have been a busy period for police. We 
have seen regular demonstrations begin outside Ecostream 
on Western Road, Brighton. I am not going to get into the 
politics of the demonstrations, nor would you expect me to. 
However, we have been in regular attendance to monitor 
the situation. Police have always had the difficult task of 
defending the freedom of speech and peaceful protest 
while allowing the right of others to go about their lawful 
business. Meetings have been held with the company and 
also representatives of the Israeli Embassy. Dialogue between 
police and all parties will continue. 

I have been privileged to be able to attend 
and show a uniformed presence at all the 
synagogues for Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. Reaction to a police presence nearby 
is always interesting to gauge and varied 
from comments of support to a comment 
from another worshipper of how sad it is that 
police feel the need to attend. I am happy 
to report that there were no incidents which couldn’t be dealt 
with at the time by the very capable CST staff. My thanks for 
being made to feel so welcome. 

Neil Kentish is the Divisional Prevent & Engagement Officer 
with Sussex Police. He can be contacted by email at neil.
kentish@sussex.pnn.police.uk  Please note that the local 
number for Sussex Police has changed to 101. In an 
emergency phone 999. 

Important message 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY VISITS
If you are in hospital or know of anyone being 
admitted into hospital, please get in touch with 

info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
or telephone 07771 210186 so that a Jewish 

chaplain can be contacted to visit.  
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Ralli hall lunch and social 
club 
by Jacqueline Tichauer 

First of all, I would like to wish everyone from Ralli Hall Lunch 
and Social Club a belated healthy and happy New Year. We 
are hoping that our club will go from strength to strength and 
would be delighted to welcome anyone you might know who 
would enjoy a good day out. Please ask them to contact me 
so that transport can be arranged if necessary. A nice three-
course kosher meal is there to be enjoyed and now that the 
winter months are coming in, everyone will feel at home at our 
club with our caring and lovely volunteers. 

In the last month we have been very busy celebrating 
birthdays, and a few very special ones. We had parties and 
entertainment for our Michel who turned 100, Lou Silver who 
was 95 and also Lilly (but of course we do not ask a lady her 
age!).  

If you would like to celebrate your birthday at the Lunch and 
Social Club, just give me a call and we can arrange a great 
day for you and your friends.

Our members are really enjoying our talented new 
entertainers and we have plans to try Circle Dancing in the 
near future. This is a gentle activity, which can include people 
in wheelchairs or the less active and the music is really lovely 
to listen to.  
Once a month we have a discussion group which is great and 
gives everyone time to say what they think… and we all love 
to have a chat.

New computer classes are starting on Tuesday mornings at 
11.00 am – now is the time to start lessons and I can assure 
you we will answer all your questions and be very patient.

New Bridge Classes are starting on Thursday mornings at 
11.00 am.

On 18 November is our special Tenth Anniversary and we are 
celebrating with a dinner dance. This promises to be a great 
evening with a live band, food, raffle and lots of fun. I hope 
you have bought or booked your tickets as they are selling 
out very quickly.

If you have any questions regarding the Lunch and Social 
Club, please give me a call. I am always happy to discuss 
what we do and welcome new members.

eastbourne hebrew 
congregation 
by Manny Godfrey 

Stella Harris had hoped that it would be warm enough for her 
garden party to be held at her home in Bexhill. Unfortunately, 
her guests could not be enticed outside as the sun was 
not co-operating. However, there were just about enough 
seats inside to accommodate visitors from the Council of 
Christians and Jews, the Eastbourne Hebrew and Liberal 
Congregations, and the Hastings and District Jewish Society. 
We were also privileged by the presence of the Reverend 
Malcolm Weisman and his wife.

Tea, with delicious cakes and scones, many of which were 
made by her friends, was served by Stella and her many 
helpers, followed by a short but humorous speech by Rev 
Weisman. A raffle, with many prizes then took place. Last but 
by no means least, a sing-along, led by Rosie on guitar and 
accompanied by Margaret, made an enjoyable finale to the 
afternoon.

A creditable sum of £104 was raised in aid of the EHC 
building maintenance fund.

May we take this opportunity to wish all our members, friends 
and supporters, a very happy and healthy New Year, albeit 
somewhat belatedly.
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eastbourne Progressive Jewish 
congregation 
by Angela Jay 

On Sunday, 26 August 2012, our small congregation 
celebrated its first wedding. Fiona Burfield-Haar, daughter 
of Angela and the late Andrew Jay, married Justin Etkin. The 
cloudy weather finally gave way as the sun shone down on 
The Crockstead Farm Hotel, Halland, where the couple were 
married under the Chuppah in the beautiful gardens of the 
hotel. The bride was given away by her brother, Simon Haar, 
her daughter Samantha Burfield-Haar was bridesmaid and 
her son Joshua Burfield-Haar was pageboy/ring bearer. The 
marriage service was solemnised by Rabbi Anna Gerrard, this 
being her first wedding.

Family and friends who had travelled many miles to witness 
this very special occasion were warmly welcomed and a 
special thought was given to those who had now passed 
away and who nevertheless were with us all in spirit.

The Congregation continues to hold regular Erev Shabbat 
Services at The WRVS Russell Centre, Hyde Gardens, 

Eastbourne, 
BN21 4SX, on 
the 4th Friday 
of each month, 
commencing at 
6pm. Services 
will now be led 
by our new part 
time Rabbi, Arial 
Friedlander.  All 
can be assured 
a very warm 
welcome at any 
of our services or 
social functions.   
Membership and 
general enquiries 
are to be sent to 
the Administrator 
on 01323 725650 
or by email on 
EPJCONG@sky.
com

Obituary:  Barry langford 
Barry Langford, a name that every member of our community 
who was an adult in Brighton & Hove 50 years ago, will 
remember with great affection.  Barry died aged 86 in Israel 
and was buried in Netanya. 

Everyone will remember Barry Langford with confidence 
because he was one of those larger than life characters that 
we meet occasionally. When it comes to doing anything there 
are three ways of doing it. The right way, the wrong way and 
the Barry Langford way - which was to give absolutely 100% 
and then some, with a great flair.

He helped organise us into a Dad’s Army type group to 
oppose the National Front, the forerunner of the British 
National Party. He helped organise self-defence lessons and 
weekly patrols along the seafront as we were expecting the 
fascists to turn up to hold meetings and it was he who first 
heard of their plans to bring two coach-loads of thugs 

down from London and arranged for a spotter plane to follow 
them down the A23 radioing in their position. By the time 
they arrived there were hundreds, if not thousands of people 
milling around holding innocent objects, such as cricket bats, 
at the Angel Peace statue.

Barry made aliyah to Israel in 1972 after a very successful 
career at the BBC, where he had been a director of various 
top shows and artists such as Tom Jones and Juke Box Jury. 
He became one of the pioneers of Israeli TV in the 1970s 
and was one of the foremost TV directors in Israel during the 
1980’s.

He is father to the internationally renowned glass artist 
Jeremy Langford and the actress Caroline Langford.  You can 
read more about Barry on his entry in Wikipedia. 

Our thoughts and love are with his family and we wish them a 
long and healthy life.
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Ralli hall 
by Roger Abrahams, Hon Chairman 

I hope that the High Holy Days went well with you all. 
Autumn is here and the Ralli Hall winter programme is now 
in full swing. Unfortunately we were not able to reconcile the 
accommodation with the requirements for the key speakers 
for the next Lishmah programme, which is scheduled to start 
in February 2013. Nevertheless I would encourage everyone 
to attend as it is definitely worthwhile and fascinating.

We are delighted to have now found a suitable caretaker 
and a part-time cleaner. Neil and Donna Miles are joining 
us after the High Holydays. They previously worked for a 
Jewish community along the coast, which unfortunately is no 
longer able to employ them. They will therefore be well aware 
of what will be required when working for another Jewish 
institution. We hope that we will have a long and mutually 
beneficial relationship. At his own request, Gavin Pullen will 
revert to being the assistant caretaker. I am sure that you 
will soon find the state of cleanliness and tidiness of the 
building much improved. Over the last few months Gavin has 
struggled to keep the building in as good a state as possible, 
for which I would like to thank him publicly! 

Our art deco mirrors, made to our own design, have all now 
been fitted together with the complementary dimmable up-

lighters. We are all very happy with this improvement to the 
lighting in the Great Hall. The ambiance is greatly improved 
and should help to sell it as a function venue for all sorts 
of events. Do come down to visit when it is dark outside 
and the blinds are down. You are invited to do so by prior 
arrangement – there is a caretaker on duty every weekday 
evening.

We are now concentrating on the final upgrade to the ground 
floor central heating and also new central heating for the parts 
of the lower ground floor, which are currently heated only by 
small gas-fired heaters without electronic controls. This work 
should be completed very soon.

Please bear in mind that we still have capacity for further use 
of the building by our community, so if you have any ideas 
that you would like to share with us, please call the office in 
the first instance, on 01273 202254. I have yet again been 
approached for Hebrew lessons at Ralli Hall. We would love 
to re-start them, but so far have not found anyone who is 
willing to run regular classes. You would not be expected 
to do this for nothing, and generous expenses would be 
available for this most important activity. As before, if there is 
anyone interested, please call the office.

See you at Ralli Hall!

ALL YOU NEED FOR A 
KOSHER* EXPERIENCE
Tel: 01273 562464

Mob: 0771 267 2768
*Under the personal supervision of  

ANGELA SAMUELS
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an appreciation 
Ivor Sorokin is stepping down as Administrator of Sussex 
Jewish News.  His contributions to your community magazine 
over the years have been enormous.  Although he will 
continue to assist us, select members of the SJN team – past, 
present and future – were chosen to offer our thanks to Ivor 
for all of his efforts and commitment.

I have known Ivor and Gweni since we came to Brighton 
& Hove in 1963 and, as well as being personal friends, I 
have always admired their dedication and support for the 
local Jewish community.  With his work as Administrator 
– particularly after the loss of our dear Ivor Miskin which 
was a huge blow for us all, especially for SJN, I breathed a 
huge sigh of relief that our beloved magazine would still be 
in the hands of someone who truly believed in its valuable 
contribution to the community.  

Ivor has been a tour de force; chairing meetings in a most 
professional manner, making sure that all the subscriptions 
and advertisements are up to date and paid, looking after the 
finances, writing articles of interest and amusement, handling 
sensitive issues which arise from time to time and distributing 
SJN every month with the generous help of Gweni. There 
are not enough adjectives to describe Ivor – he is loyal, 
kind, reliable, sensitive, honourable, imaginative, helpful, 
dependable, supportive, decisive, generous, unassuming, fair. 

The SJN team will miss you Ivor – so don’t go away too 
quickly – and we look forward to working with Bernard and 
Lydia Swithern in the future.  We are sure that our association 
will be just as happy and successful.

Doris Levinson

When I first joined the SJN editorial board, I was immediately 
impressed by Ivor Sorokin’s friendliness, warmth and kindly 
air of quiet wisdom.  I would soon learn how much his skilled 
chairmanship of meetings was crucial to the cohesion of the 
team and the smooth running of the magazine. 

Since then I have come to know and respect the integrity 
in the way in which Ivor has carried out the multiple duties 
required by an entirely voluntary role. He has an inbuilt sense 
of fairness and loyalty, a strong work ethic and of course, a 
great head for business. He is a born gentleman who treats 
everyone with respect. 

Ivor’s loyalty towards our community has always governed 
the principles in which he has carried out the work involved. 

We will certainly miss his personality and sense of humour. 
He has always gone that extra mile in working for SJN and so 
we must reluctantly respect his wish for him and Gweni, his 
helpmate, to relinquish their much valued work. I don’t see 
how Ivor can possibly play any more tennis than he already 
does, but there is no doubt that he deserves to spend more 
time indulging his many interests and hobbies.

Stephanie Megitt

The quiet, unassuming manner that is characteristic of his 
demeanour belies the amount of work that Ivor Sorokin has 
done for SJN. The post of Administrator entails the day-to-
day running of the small community business that is SJN. 
In addition, he and Gweni have been responsible each 
month for the distribution of the magazine in its printed and 
online versions. He has been an invaluable member of the 
committee and has written many much-enjoyed articles. He 
has always been a pleasure to work with.

The SJN Committee and the community at large are truly 
grateful for his massive contribution.

Bernard Swithern

We trust readers will join us in thanking Ivor for all the time 
he has spent on behalf of the Sussex Jewish community and 
wish him and Gweni further good health and happiness in the 
future. 

‘Friends & Neighbours’ - make contact with someone in your neighbourhood - 
as part of Helping Hands Neighbourhood Care Scheme.  

We are looking for volunteers to visit, or make phone contact, to clients in their 
neighbourhood.  For more details please call Helping Hands on 01273 747722 or 
email helping-hands@helping-hands.org

Photo by Brian Megitt
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sara Rebecca Platt  
by Eleanor Lind and Susan Elias

Almost 100 years ago on 20 June 1912 a baby girl was 
born in the East End of London to two recent immigrants. 
They were Esther (née Doniach) and Aaron David Stein 
who had arrived in London probably in early 1907. Their 
first child, a son, was born there in July 1907. The baby 
girl had red hair and was called Sara Rebecca. 

Her first years were spent in the crowded East End of 
London. Sara’s parents were both Hebrew teachers, 
her Father being closely involved with Redmund’s Road 
Talmud Torah over many years including, for a time, after 
they moved to the south coast. 
In 1917 her parents were able 
to move to Hove resulting in a 
great improvement in their living 
standards.

In 1917, New Church Road did 
not extend beyond Richardson 
Road and this was where the 
family settled. They first lived for 
some years at No 10 Richardson 
Road and then by mid 1925 they 
moved to a larger house at 61 
Carlisle Road.  

Sara’s first school was Connaught 
Road Elementary School. From 
September 1923 she attended 
Brighton and Hove High School. 
She was fortunate that the school 
granted her exemption from 
tuition fees throughout her school 
life. 

She began piano lessons from 
an early age and was entered for 
many exams and competitions. Her teachers were initially 
from Gertrude Azulay’s School of Music based at 62 Hove 
Villas. By 1920 she played in the School’s Junior Pupils 
Concert held at Steinway Hall in London. Also when she 
was 8 years old she won a money prize competed for by 
over 100 eight year olds at the Central Hall Westminster as 
part of the London Musical Festival Competition. 

On 17 June 1922, shortly before her 10th birthday, she 
played in a Concert given by The Mathilde Verne College 
of Music at the Queen’s Hall London with the famous 
conductor Sir Henry Wood. 

By 1923 she was being taught by Miss Marian Mennich, a 
name well-known in the Brighton area. Another pupil has 
written “I was very frightened of her; she lived in a dark, 
gloomy house with her brothers and her cats - they were 
all very eccentric”.

Sara continued to progress, gaining Honours in 
examinations and winning prizes in the Brighton and 
London Music Festivals for her piano playing.

Sadly, her father died in May 1928. Her elder brother had 
to leave his degree course at Wadham College Oxford in 
order to help support the family and her mother became 
a Hebrew teacher at Middle Street Synagogue. There are 
still those who fondly recall “old Ma Stein”.

Sara’s musical prowess was being recognised and in 
1929, aged 17, she won the Elizabeth Stokes scholarship 
to study at the Royal Academy of Music in London under 
Harold Craxton. 

During the 1930s Sara won many 
prizes and played at prestigious 
concerts whilst continuing to live at 
home with her mother in Hove and 
travelling to London to study.  She 
received The Royal Academy of Music 
Certificate of Merit with Distinction 
in 1931-2. (the highest award at the 
Academy). This was given annually to 
one instrumentalist and is an especial 
honour of which she was very proud.

On 15 October 1935 she made her 
debut giving a solo recital at the 
Wigmore Hall for which she received 
excellent press reviews, including one 
from the Jewish Chronicle.

By this time she had met her future 
husband, Maurice Leon Platt, at a 
social function in London. He had 
asked her to dance by walking his 
fingers across the table. Was this 
because the music was too loud?! 
He was born in Port Elizabeth, South 

Africa, the youngest of 6 children of Lithuanian parents. 
He had arrived in the UK in 1929 and qualified as a doctor 
at the Middlesex Hospital in London. They were married 
on 22 December 1935 at Middle Street Synagogue with 
a young Rabbi Fabricant officiating. They went to live 
near Slough, Buckinghamshire, where Maurice was a GP. 
During their belated honeymoon in 1936 in Switzerland 
Sara received post (about a forthcoming concert) at the 
hotel, addressed to her in her maiden name. This caused 
considerable raising of eyebrows resulting in the need 
to produce her marriage certificate. Oh how times have 
changed!

Later that year Sara played twice with Sir Henry Wood 
at the Promenade Concerts, which were then held at 
the Queen’s Hall, Langham Place W1. (subsequently 
destroyed by German bombing.) 
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She had her first child Eleanor in May 1938 but continued 
to broadcast on the BBC. Early in the war she was playing 
for the BBC from Bristol when it came under 
air raid attack. At that stage she needed 
to be at home with her family and 
to assist with her husband’s 
medical practice. Life in 
wartime Slough fulfilled 
the prophesy from John 
Betjeman’s 1937 poem 
“Come friendly bombs 
and fall on Slough!” 
The frequent bombs 
falling near their home 
were far from friendly. 
Her professional career 
virtually ceased at this time. 
Sara’s mother came to live 
with them, to be away from the 
coast with its danger of invasion. 
Her second daughter Susan was 
born in 1943 and spent her early months 
living in the air raid shelter in the garden.

Sara moved back to Hove in 1947 with her family when 
Maurice set up in GP partnership with Dr Isidore Myers. 
Their partnership was to last until Maurice’s untimely death 
in 1966. 

Sara gave some concerts in Hove using her married name 
but these were very few and far between. She played 
more for her own and her family’s pleasure. Her children’s 
recollections of this time are of hearing their mother 
playing the piano every evening while they were falling 
asleep.

She gave a concert at the Hotel Metropole in aid of the 
Friends of the Magen David Adom ambulance fund. 
Douglas Murray, the music critic of the Brighton and 
Hove Gazette, always difficult to please as a music critic, 
praised her performance comparing it with that of the 
most celebrated professional.  
Sara also found time to be 
President of the Women’s 
B’nai Brith Lodge in 1952.

Maurice loved to hear 
her playing at home and 
listened attentively (most of 
the time) often requesting 
her to play his favourites, 
Beethoven and Chopin. As 
well as being a musician 
Sara enjoyed her garden, 
growing fruit and vegetables, 
particularly tomatoes. She 
also joined Maurice in one of 
his hobbies, fishing, which 
they did together from the 

promenade at Hove at high tide. Freshly caught fish was 
often on the menu at home.  She had a strong, loving 

personality and had no difficulty expressing her 
views when it mattered. Her emotions were 

frequently expressed in music and her 
family was of special importance to 

her. 

In May 1963 Eleanor was 
married to Freddy Lind, also 
in Middle Street Synagogue 
by Rabbi Fabricant. However, 
sadly, shortly after this 
Maurice became ill. He slowly 
deteriorated until his death 

in 1966 at the young age of 
55, just a few months after the 

arrival of his first grandchild. Sara 
was devastated but music kept her 

going. 

In March 1967 Susan married Julian Elias, 
coincidentally another young doctor from Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa. Their wedding in Middle Street Synagogue 
was the third marriage in the family conducted by Rabbi 
Fabricant. 

Eventually in 1968 Sara moved from the large family house 
in New Church Road to a top floor flat in Ashley Court, 
Grand Avenue. Some readers may recall the attempt 
and eventual success of lifting the Steinway grand piano 
by crane through the balcony door on the 10th floor. It 
tried at first, wind assisted, to enter the window of the 
neighbouring flat!

In these later years she played for her own and her family’s 
pleasure but they have only a very few recordings of 
her playing. Her last public performance was a Charity 
Concert given in July 1979 in aid of WIZO and held in 
Eleanor and Freddy’s home in London.

She suffered a stroke and 
died on 22 January 1983. She 
was buried next to Maurice in 
Bear Road cemetery. Sara and 
Maurice Platt are still loved 
and remembered by friends 
and family all around the 
world.
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Jeffrey Caine is a screen-writer. His early film work was 
the 1995 James Bond film, GoldenEye, which was the first 
to star Pierce Brosnan as 007. His 2005 adaptation of the 
John Le Carré novel, The Constant Gardener, received many 
plaudits and both Oscar and BAFTA nominations. Directed 
by Fernando Meirelles, it starred Ralph Fiennes and Rachel 
Weisz. He has done a considerable amount of work for the 
small screen and has written several books.

At first glance Jeffrey’s own story reads like a fantastic novel. 
He rose from the cauldron of the Jewish East End of London 
to inhabit the world of film stars. Yet, in the midst of success 
he has known tragedy, which has tarnished the reward of his 
later years.

Recently I had the opportunity of meeting him at his home 
on the Irish coast. As we sat in his garden overlooking the 
Atlantic, I felt a little apprehensive. This is a successful man of 
vast experience, but one who does not suffer fools gladly.

Jeffrey, how would you describe what a screenwriter does?

His job is to translate a story into the medium of film and 
to provide the material with which the actors and director 
can ply their craft. Whilst the process could be seen as 
merely transposing the story and 
characters from a play or book into 
cinematic form, there are other 
factors at work: fewer restrictions 
yet a need for greater discipline. The 
greatest imperative in screenwriting 
is economy. Cinema audiences are 
impatient and the shortest distance 
between moments of interest in a 
film is a cut. Your resources are limited only by budget – these 
days if it is possible to imagine something, it is possible to put 
it onto the screen.

A playwright must leave his audience to project themselves 
into the setting of a story. The sets are made of cardboard, so 
the acting and the tale have to hold their interest, manipulate 
them into asking what will happen next or how the characters 
will deal with a particular situation.

A novel, like an epic poem, can be as long its author wants 
it to be: 200 pages or a thousand. A screenwriter does not 
have that luxury. Yes, a screenplay can do anything, show 
anything, but it can’t exceed about 2 hours. So it’s more like 
a sonnet. You get your 14 lines, as it were, and you have to 
work within them.

Do you consider that this requires a special talent?

Yes. I would say that this is a craft which requires a degree 
of natural talent. The techniques can be learnt but not the 
art. Problems to be solved include the proper arrangement of 
sequences and scenes, structure of the scenes themselves, 
the weaving in to the script of themes and recurring images, 
the development of character in harmony with plot, the 
differentiation of speech from character to character. An 
actor has to inhabit a single character; a screenwriter has to 

inhabit them all. And 
speeches must be kept 
as short as possible. 
If Shakespeare’s great 
soliloquies had been 
written for the screen 
they’d be four lines long. 
There is a constant need 
to trim down. Above 
all one must shape a 
star’s character and give 
him or her an “arc” – a 
flow of development 
and change as the film 
proceeds.

Perseverance and 
patience are needed, 
not only in the writing but also in the waiting that follows it. 
Most screenplays are never produced. The usual ratio for a 
professional screenwriter is one script filmed for every seven 
or eight written. So despite perhaps a year of hard work, for 
all sorts of reasons that have nothing to do with the quality of 
the script – stars or directors losing interest, financiers losing 
interest, internal studio politics – there is no end product: the 

screenplay doesn’t reach the screen. The 
job becomes pavement art instead of gallery 
art.  

Tell me about your memories of Brighton.

I will always have fond memories of 
Brighton. I read English and Philosophy at 
Sussex University in those early exciting 

days in the sixties, when it was still being developed and 
had mud paths. I had lovely family here and still yearn for my 
Aunty Helen’s Sunday dinners.

And your journey from Brighton to the silver screen?

After university I went into teaching and during that time 
wrote a few books. I started screenwriting by working for 
television. My work included ‘The Chief’, which starred Tim 
Piggott–Smith, and episodes of ‘Bergerac’ and ‘Dempsey and 
Makepeace’.
Later I became involved in projects for the big screen and had 
my first breakthrough with ‘GoldenEye’. Then in 2005 came 
the Oscar and BAFTA-nominated ‘Constant Gardener’.

Your own story appears to be pretty impressive. Has your 
upbringing had a bearing on your later years?

Certainly. I grew up in the Jewish East End of London and 
had a wonderful early education at Stepney Jewish Primary 
School. I recall my teacher, Mr Baker, who was an amateur 
boxer and had been an observer in a wartime Mosquito 
plane. I remember his great tales, which always kept the boys 
in awe. My interest in drama was inspired by Mr. Balkin, who 
cast me as Menasseh ben Israel in the school play. 

As a boy I was always a storyteller and used to make up 

features

from the east end to hollywood (via Brighton)  
Bernard Swithern in conversation with Jeffrey Caine

I read English and Philosophy at 
Sussex University in the sixties, 

when it was still being developed 
and had mud paths. I still yearn for 
my Aunty Helen’s Sunday dinners.
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ghost stories to scare my cousins. I consider myself to have 
had a broad education, which taught me to think strictly 
logically, critically and analytically in order to break ideas into 
components.

Whilst not being a practising Jew, I have a strong sense 
of cultural identity. I believe Jews have succeeded 
disproportionately to their 
numbers in intellectual fields 
because they are taught from an 
early age to value scholarship.

Which directors have you most 
enjoyed working with?

Dickie Attenborough was terrific fun. In the film I wrote for 
him, Silver Ghost, Winston Churchill appeared a few times as 
a character. Dickie and I would speak Churchill’s lines to each 
other at script meetings, competing to see who could do the 
better imitation. 

Ridley Scott and I also work well together. I’m currently 
writing my third film for him, which says a lot in itself. 
Directors rarely ask for me twice because I’m considered 
“difficult”. Translation: I sometimes say, “No, that’s not a good 
idea, Herr Direktor; I like the version I had better.” But just 
as they choose me, so I choose them. I prefer to work with 
a director who understands and respects the screenwriter’s 
expertise. Not all do. But I don’t tell actors how to speak their 
lines or directors where to place their cameras, or the lighting 
guy how to light his set. So why should they tell me how to 
make a story?

The release of GoldenEye was a bittersweet time for you. 

My wife, Lorna, was very ill at that time and tragically did not 
survive to share the thrill of the first of my screenplays to be 
produced. She was the major part of my life. She supported 
me through all the difficult years, yet died at too early an age. 
The passage of time has not stopped me grieving, nor will it 
ever.

I understand that you have commissioned a leafy dell in 
commemoration. I hope that it is a place of comfort for you. 

There’s a commemorative stand of trees in South Wales, 
complete with a plaque bearing Lorna’s name. But I rarely 
visit it any more since few of the trees have survived. Seems 
they followed Lorna’s example and had a short life.

As I sit talking with the man who has brought 
us interpretations of the success of others, 
may I ask, ‘What is your personal description of 
success?

To have lived life with integrity, sticking to my own principles. 
Not to have achieved this at the expense of others. To 
ensure financial security for my daughters and grandchildren. 
Aspirationally, to win an Oscar; ideally to be recognised as 
one of the best screenwriters of my generation.

Finally, are you able to give a clue about your latest project?

I can tell you that it is a Biblical story. Although not just a 
Jewish story, it does require the input of a Jewish sensibility. 

features

Malcolm Green
Catering

The selection of your menu is an important part in the 
planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. 

We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements 
and help create the function you will be proud of. Let us 

introduce you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s 
leading Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher 

destination wedding specialist.
 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST
Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823

 koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

www.kosherexperiences.co.il

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN 

(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
 www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/

As a boy I was always a storyteller 
and used to make up ghost stories 

to scare my cousins.
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My countdown experience 
by Ivor Sorokin

Both Gweni and myself are Countdown fans and watch the 
show when we are able.  Gweni is very good at the letters 
game and pretty good at the numbers. I am fairly average 
on the former but good at the latter so together we do pretty 
well.

Some 24 years ago Gweni applied for an audition and made it 
onto the show. She did a good job but unfortunately came up 
against an eight 
times champion 
and was narrowly 
beaten. Back in 
June, on a whim, 
I thought that I 
might have a go 
and submitted the 
online application 
form.

The auditions 
were held in July 
at the ITV offices 
in London. There 
were several 
groups on the day, 
probably about 
60 applicants. I 
had a surprisingly 
good day, 
calculating two 
difficult numbers 
and finding two 
9-letter words, including UNRULIEST. Within a week I had a 
letter telling me that I had been selected for the programme 
and asking me to come to Manchester for the morning of 12 
September.

At this point I started asking myself why I had applied. As I 
said, my word skills are not great and I had nightmares about 
coming up against one of those 12-year old kids who appear 
to have swallowed the dictionary. However, I sent back the 
acceptance forms and they sent a cheque for the rail fare and 
booked me into a hotel for the preceding night. Of course, 
Gweni came with me for moral support.

On arrival at the Granada studios at 9.30, I was told that I 
was on at around 2.00 and watched the two morning shows 
from the audience. There are five shows recorded each day. 
We were amazed by the fact that, after each recording, the 
director asked for several items to be redone, as either the 
sound was not quite right or there might have been too much 
hesitation.

After the second show and during the canteen lunch, I had 
the chance to chat with the celebrities. I got on very well with 
Rachel Riley, wishing her mazeltov on her recent wedding, 

as I had read that there was a glass smashing involved. She 
told me that her ancestors had also come over from Russia 
in the pogroms and their name was Kolopinski. We thought 
that we might be distant relatives. Gweni had a nice chat with 
Jo Brand, who was in dictionary corner and I also chatted to 
Nick Hewer about Sir Alan Sugar and Boca Raton.

Eventually 2.00 came around and I was made up and put into 
the challenger’s  chair.

The opening titles came up, and my brain turned to jelly. I 
actually felt it wobbling around in my skull. Then - disaster on 

the first round - I 
mistook an M 
for an N, and 
scored nothing. 
This shattered 
me for the whole 
show and while I 
did not disgrace 
myself, I did not 
really do myself 
justice. I lost to 
Lucy by around 
70-50 (not sure 
of the final score) 
and we stayed to 
watch the next 
round, when she 
was knocked 
out.

The show is due 
to be screened 
on October 31st, 
so if you are 

an SJN reader you will probably have missed it. (If you are 
interested, it can be watched on Channel 4 catchup for the 
next month. There was a nice surprise ending.)

Summing up, I had a great time, and will always remember 
it. It is important in life to have a good crack at different 
experiences.
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they had a passion to 
be the best  
The planning group for the Sussex Jewish 
Film Club thought the Club shouldn’t let 
Olympics year in London pass by without 

showing a film about something ‘sporty’, so on Sunday 25th 
November you’re invited to come and see WATERMARKS (80 
mins) – at Ralli Hall as usual, 83 Denmark Villas, BN3 3TH, 
7 for 7.30 pm. (Note that this is a change to the previously 
advertised film for this date.)

This film is the story of the champion women swimmers of the 
legendary Jewish sports club Hakoah Vienna. Hakoah (‘The 
Strength’ in Hebrew) was founded in 1909 in response to the 
notorious Aryan Paragraph, which forbade Austrian sports 
clubs from accepting Jewish athletes. Its founders were eager 
to popularise sport among a community renowned for such 
great minds as Freud, Mahler and Zweig, but traditionally 
alien to physical recreation! Hakoah rapidly grew into one of 
Europe’s biggest athletic clubs while achieving astonishing 
success in many diverse sports. In the 1930s Hakoah’s 
best-known triumphs came from its women swimmers, who 
dominated national competitions in Austria. 

After the Anschluss, in 1938, the Nazis shut down the club 
but the swimmers all managed to flee the country before 

war broke out thanks 
to an escape operation 
initiated by Hakoah’s 
functionaries. The 
Director of this film, 
Yaaron Zilberman, meets 
the former members of 
the swimming team in 
their homes around the 
world 65 years later and 
arranges for them to 
have a reunion in their 
old swimming pool in 
Vienna, a journey that 
evokes memories of 
youth and femininity 
and strengthens lifelong 
bonds. Told by the 
swimmers, now in their 
80s, Watermarks is 
about a group of young 
girls with a passion to 
be the best.

The film is in English, Hebrew and German, with subtitles 
where needed. All are welcome (small donation on the door 
requested from non-Ralli Hall members). Arrive by 7.15 pm 
and enjoy a drink and chat before the film. We’ve reduced the 
suggested drink prices for our new season!

Programme for the centre for german-Jewish studies
The following is the forthcoming 
programme at the Centre for German-
Jewish Studies.  All events are held at the 
University of Sussex.  All are welcome and 
booking is not required.

Absolute Fiction - Hannah Arendt and 
the end of mental freedom
Professor Jacqueline Rose FBA, BA, 
Queen Mary, University of London
Wednesday 14 November, 5.00-7.00 pm 
in Fulton A
 
History Work in Progress Seminar - 
Antisemitism in Fascist Italy, 1922-1945
Lutz Klinkhammer, German Historical 
Institute, Rome
6 December 2012 16:00 Arts A Room 
108

There are differing interpretations of fascist 
antisemitism in Italy. A widespread view 
depicts Mussolini’s antisemitic policies 
as decrees enforced on Italy by Nazi 
Germany. For Gianfranco Fini, a member 
of the first Berlusconi Government 
in 1994, Mussolini was the “greatest 
statesman of our century.” Referring to 
the antisemitic laws of 1938, Fini declared 
nine years later that Italian fascism was 
“absolute evil.” Historians disagree about 
the nature of Fascist antisemitism. Some 
consider Mussolini a “reluctant antisemite” 
citing, for example, his Jewish mistress; 

whilst others claim that the fascist dictator 
was a fierce antisemite from his early 
years in power.

Did fascism implement antisemitic 
legislation from its own convictions or 
were these policies imposed on it by 
Nazi Germany? Were the Italians willing 
perpetrators like their German allies, or did 
the “good” Italians rescue Jews despite 
the Nazi extermination policy? Based on 
a close reading of the historical evidence 
this paper will seek to provide answers to 
these challenging questions.

Lutz Klinkhammer is Senior Research 
Fellow at the German Historical Institute
Rome, and heads the contemporary 
history department. His recent 
publications include: Die “Achse” im 
Krieg: Politik, Kriegführung, Ideologie’ 
(Paderborn, 2010, co-edited with Amedeo 
Osti Guerrazzi and Thomas Schlemmer); 
‘Was there a fascist revolution? The 
function of penal law in fascist Italy and 
Nazi Germany’, Journal of Modern Italian 
Studies, 15 (2010): 390-409.

Holocaust Memorial Day
Wednesday 30 January 2013, 1:30-6:00 
pm, Jubilee Building Lecture Theatre 
With Zigi Shipper and Professor Peter 
Pulzer

Zigi Shipper, Holocaust Survivor
“People do deny the Holocaust. Anti-
semites. Racists. They deny it. That’s why 
I give talks. That’s why I keep travelling 
and speaking. I owe it to the people that 
did not survive Auschwitz. Whole families 
were slaughtered. It’s like they never 
existed. There’s nobody there to tell their 
story. I will tell my story of what happened 
to me as a child. I was in the ghetto in 
Lodz. I was taken to Auschwitz-Birkenau 
extermination camp. I was lucky…”

Professor Peter Pulzer: January 30th 
1933
“The appointment of Adolf Hitler as 
German Chancellor was one of the most 
fateful acts of the twentieth century and 
there are now thousands of books that 
examine its origins and consequences. 
Peter Pulzer asks how this event came 
about, how it was viewed at the time 
and whether its impact on Europe and 
particularly its Jews could have been 
foreseen more accurately than was the 
case.”

For more information, please contact 
Diana Franklin, Centre Manager of the 
Centre for German-Jewish Studies on 
01273 678771
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Bernard louis levinthal    
Dov Aryeh (Bernard Louis) Levinthal was born in 
Lithuania in 1865, the same year that Avraham Yitzhak 
Kook was born nearby in Latvia.

Levinthal learned in Kovno (where he was a student of 
Yitzhak Elhanan Spektor, The Kovno Rav), in Vilna, and 
Bialystok, receiving Rabbinic ordination (Semicha) from 
Shmuel Mohilever, the leader of the Hov’vei Tsiyyon 
(Lovers of Zion) movement and who was Rabbi of 
Bialystok.

Arriving in America in 1891 he settled in Philadelphia 
and married the daughter of Eleazar Kleinberg, 
eventually succeeding his father-in-law as Rabbi of 
congregation Bnei Avraham, where he served till his 
death.

An organiser and communal visionary, who understood 
the needs of the Jewish community of his time, Bernard 
Levinthal was founder of the Central Talmud Torah, out 
of which grew the Mishkan Yisrael Yeshiva.

One of the founders of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis 
of the USA and Canada in 1902, he became the first 
president. That same year, the Mizrahi (Religious 
Zionist) movement was founded in Eastern Europe, and 
soon afterwards, Levinthal helped establish the Mizrahi 
Organization of America.

To be a religious Jew in America in the early twentieth 
century was extremely difficult. The Reform movement 
was strong, and gaining adherents from the children of 
those who had immigrated from Eastern Europe.

A man of great understanding and practical wisdom, 
the Rabbi was one of the spiritual leaders who catered 
for the needs of the observant. He realized the 
importance of taking the best of what Judaism and the 
outside world had to offer.

Reared in Eastern Europe, he saw, with great pain, the 
destruction of his former world. Yet he was granted 
the privilege of old age to witness the new world of 
American Jewry, and the creation of The State of Israel.

When the young Rabbi Eliezer Silver arrived on 
America’s shores in 1906, he called on Rabbi Levinthal 
and said how disappointed he was to find such little 
Jewish learning, especially amongst the young.

“Be patient, you and I will yet see ten Thousand young 
men studying Talmud Torah in this land.”

Both lived to see that prediction more than fulfilled.

A man of deep faith and conviction, Rabbi Dov 
Areyeh (Bernard Louis) Levinthal passed away on 23 
September 1952, two days after Rosh Hashanah, 
mourned by all sections of the Jewish community.

congregation Notes   
by Janet Cowan

It is now dark and the rain has finally stopped - yes, 
Yomtov is out, and our lives get down to a slower pace, 
until the next one, Chanukah, in a few months time.

We may not be a large Congregation, but we all have 
great spirit, and large hearts, and this was certainly 
noticed during Simchat Torah, when Winston Pickett 
and Andrew Roland, who were our Chatanim together 
with their respective families, made our Shul such a 
warm, happy place to be in. The singing and dancing 
and great sense of fun was enjoyed by everyone there - 
thank you all for making a very grey, dismal day bright. 

I hope the weather improves, so that we can enjoy the 
autumn colours over the next few weeks.  I wish you all 
good health.

Chatan Bereshit Andrew Roland and Chatan Torah Winston Pickett

hhc Rabbi Vivian silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 Email: hollandroadshul@btinternet.com

Somewhere in the attic is a boxful of  photographs from the past, cherished memories of  family 
& friends. Bring them all to life again by having them scanned, colour corrected and presented on 
a CD or DVD to view on your computer or TV. Prints, negatives or colour slides, all formats. 
I can restore old & scratched photos. SPECIAL RATES FOR SJN READERS
Perfect for anniversaries or birthdays, your entire family history as one slideshow.
Please call Anand on 07765 480746 for further details.
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Moadim lesimcha!    
by Rabbi Andrea Zanardo

As I write this first article of mine for Jewish Sussex News, 
I have many fresh and vivid images still imprinted in my 
memory. So much so, that I would love to share them. 

First of all, I want to mention the magnificent services we held 
on the High Holidays, when our shul was packed with people 
of every generation. The music of Ledor va-dor, “from one 
generation to another”, still resounds in my ears. The words 
are so meaningful, especially when considering the number of 
older people, young families, and children who took the time 
to join us during these days. 

When I close my eyes, I imagine for a moment to be in shul 
once again. Praying and singing together, with all the people 
of my new community. But then, when I open my eyes, I see 
some of the boxes that still wait to be unpacked!

Relocations can be a challenge. And transition can be 
difficult. For example, I had to face the transition of being 
a student to being a Rabbi; and then together with my 
family, the transition from North London to Hove. This last 
experience included our elder son going to school for the 
first time. Naturally, we were concerned for all of this; but 
when you are made so welcome by such a wonderful and 
supportive congregation as Brighton and Hove Reform 
Synagogue, the transition is most of all, fun! So I feel 
enormously blessed by being a Rabbi here. 

I am particularly impressed by the strong support for 
Israel expressed by the Brighton Jewish community. This 
is especially important during these challenging times for 
Jews everywhere.  I am also pleased to have already met 
some of the other Rabbis in the City, and I look forward to 
working with them for the benefit of the whole Sussex Jewish 
community. I do truly feel extremely empowered by being 
here. 

I know that we arrived during an extremely busy period 
of time; when everybody was getting ready for the High 
Holydays. But so many people took the time to welcome us, 
to share their stories and to provide us with delicious food - 
well, we are Jewish, aren’t we!

Truly, these weeks have been moadim le simcha, seasons 
to joy for my family and me. And this is very appropriate for 
Sukkot. 

Sukkot is known, in Rabbinic literature, as zeman simchatenu, 
the time of our rejoicing. It is a happy harvest festival and 
takes its name from the temporary shelter, the Sukkah, which 
is part of the observance during this Holy time. 

By dwelling, at least symbolically, inside the Sukkah, we 
express our trust in the Divine Presence. Such a dwelling has 
to be happy and joyous; and for this reason, we wish each 
other Moadim leSimcha, “seasons to joy”.

Among the various reasons for such a custom, there is a 
beautiful passage in the Talmud Babli (Sukkot 30b), that 
explains how “The Divine Presence is not made manifest to 
man through melancholy, but rather joy”. Since on Sukkot 
we celebrate our trust in the Divine Protection, we wish each 
other to experience it in joy.

This passage came to mind as I saw the children under our 
Sukkah, on the eve of Sukkot.  Surrounded by the younger 
generation of our community, I felt an enormous sense of 
blessing and gratitude; to feel such intense happiness in 
celebrating our heritage, our values, and our faith. I felt so 
much enthusiasm for the future. It is exactly that enthusiasm 
and warmth that I want to share with all the Jewish 
community in Brighton in the coming times.

sukkot at BhRs

BhRs
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343   Email: office@bh-rs.org   www.bh-rs.org

COME AND JOIN US FOR TEA
 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY OTHER MONTH
4th November, 6th  January, 3rd  March, 5th  May Quiz only

7th  July, 1st September, 3rd November
Put these dates in your diary  

For further information please contact the office
(01273) 735343 

everybody welcome (members and non-members)
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What makes a Jew?     
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

Who is a Jew? It’s a question that exercises a lot of Jewish 
people, who are concerned about who to include – or exclude 
– particularly in Israel. 

But there is another question: what makes a Jew? Since 
being a Jew centres so much on what she or he does, this 
question seems rather pertinent. I was born a Jew – to two 
Jewish parents. But for the first 28 years of my life, apart from 
Friday and Festival evenings, and not eating treif, according 
to official definitions of doing Jewishly, I was non-observant. 
My parents only belonged to a synagogue (Reform) while my 
brother was preparing for bar mitzvah, and I never attended 
synagogue – except for weddings and bar mitzvahs of my 
large, wider family (which all took place in Orthodox shuls) – 
not even for the High Holy Days. 

And yet, my parents taught me core Jewish values – about 
hospitality, welcoming strangers, and challenging injustice. 
And when I say they taught me these values, I mean 
they practised them: they taught me by example. Since 
the Second World War, the Jewish demographers have 
told us that the Jewish population of Britain has declined 
steadily – from 450,000 in 1945, around 265,000 today. But 
this apparent decline is misleading. When I was actively 
involved in socialist circles, a disproportionate number of my 

comrades were Jewish. The same is true of my anti-racist, 
anti-apartheid and feminist activities. None of the Jews I 
met belonged to synagogues. Some of them didn’t even 
think of themselves as Jewish. But all of them were inspired 
by a vision of a just society and passionate about their 
commitment to fight injustice and repair the world.

On October 1st the eminent Marxist historian, Eric 
Hobsbawm, died at the age of 95. Famous for works which 
became Penguin classics, such as, The Age of Revolution, 
Hobsbawm lived the life of a classic wandering Jew. Born in 
Alexandria, he moved to Vienna, and then, when his parents 
died, lived in Berlin. There he witnessed the rise of Hitler, 
but fortunately, a scholarship to King’s College Cambridge 
in 1936 provided him with a means of escape. Hobsbawm 
was one of those ‘non-Jewish Jews’ who did not participate 
in Jewish communal life and did not identify with Jewish 
concerns, and yet everything about him – his devotion to 
scholarship, his passion for justice – was thoroughly Jewish. 
And his energy and commitment never waned. He went on 
writing, and was 94 when he published his last book, How to 
Change the World, in 2011.

So, what makes a Jew? For some Jews, it’s observance 
of Jewish ritual practices and following the calendar of the 
Jewish year. For some Jews, it’s pursuing the universalistic 
values of Judaism. For some Jews – like me – it’s a 
combination of the two.

sukkot Building   
As we were unable to build a sukkah at the Ralli Hall the 
BHPS community engaged in sukkah building at two homes. 
The students of Beit Lamed took a morning off from regular 
activities at the Ralli Hall and with wood and tools to the 
ready, spent a morning constructing a sukkah 

at the Ward-Lee family home (see photo).  Adult members 
met for a lunch and sukkah building afternoon at the home 
of Rabbi Elli and Jess Wood. Our Erev Sukkot service was 
conducted by Rabbi Elli at the Ward-Lee’s home and was 
followed by a chavurah supper in the sukkah.

You don’t have to know anything about computers to participate 
in the Cyberquiz which this year is being held at the Ralli Hall on 

SUNDAY, 4TH NOVEMBER at 6.30 pm 

Now in its fourth year, the Cyberquiz is an interactive and fun 
quiz evening. Teams are 6 people, so make up a table or come 
and make up a team with others. The teams in Hove will be 

answering questions in competition with each other, as well as 
teams from other Jewish communities. This year we are planning 
to go international with a promise of participation from Jewish 

Communities in USA and Brazil. 

The questions are set by members of South Bucks Progressive 
Synagogue, who are the central co-ordinators. Our results will 

be emailed to the organisers at South Bucks, who will collate the 
results and give us feedback about our position versus the other 

congregations.

Tickets cost £6 and include a light supper. 

Please ring Chandra at the office on 01273 737223 
to reserve your place.

BhPs
Rabbi elizabeth tikvah sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

Brighton and Hove Progressive 
Synagogue Cyberquiz Evening 

Sunday, 4 November 2012 at 6.30 pm



18 1918 19

issue 224 | NOVeMBeR 2012

i can’t afford it!    
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

I had a conversation with a young mother recently 
regarding organising a group for preschool children on 
Sunday mornings. The initiative had come from some 
mothers who wanted to get their children used to 
coming to our Cheder premises on Sunday mornings, 
if only to play and sing songs for an hour and a quarter. 
I pointed out that there should be a payment for 
attending, for two reasons; for use of the premises and 
so that the parents would ‘take it seriously’. The mum 
asked how much I thought we should ask for and I 
said ‘something like £5’ to which she responded that 
she didn’t think they would pay that much. I pointed 
out that I encounter so many parents who send their 
children to tennis coaching, ballet lessons, football 
courses and various other extra curriculum activities, 
how much do these cost? The mother agreed that if 
you put it like that I’m right ….. tennis coaching costs 
£25 an hour! 

This is one example of a general malaise; when asked 
to pay for something related to religion, including 
their children’s education, the response from so many 

people is ‘I can’t afford it’. The question is ‘what can’t 
we afford?’ Children don’t grow up to be Jewish, by 
that I mean live an identifiably Jewish life, automatically. 
There may be intensely Jewish areas with a large 
Jewish population where they absorb their Jewishness 
by osmosis; they are surrounded by a community 
which is both numerous and vibrant and they would be 
out of step with their society not to live a Jewish life to 
some extent. There is certainly no guarantee of this but 
the odds are better. 

Brighton, like so many provincial communities, is 
very different. A Jewish future cannot be taken for 
granted in any way, shape or form. It requires effort 
and investment and that investment must be both of 
time, energy and resources. What can’t we afford? Is it 
for our sons not to be the next Andy Murray or Wayne 
Rooney? Well, I would say we can afford that. Can we 
afford that our children grow up with no knowledge 
of, or feeling for, their religious culture and heritage? I 
would say no! At a time when Jews, Judaism and Israel 
are being challenged more than at any time within my 
memory don’t we owe it to our children to instill within 
them an appreciation of their Jewish identity? Can we 
possibly afford not to?

Bhhc
Rabbi hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation, 31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.webjam.com/bhhc10

Brighton & 
Hove Hebrew 

Congregation

invites members of all Jewish 
communities in Sussex to this 

year’s

AJEX Remembrance Service

Sunday 11 November 2012, 
4.30 pm

(to ensure the procession occurs on 
time, please be seated by 4.15 pm)

Refreshments will follow the 
service.

We look forward to welcoming 
everyone to our synagogue at 29-
31 New Church Road, Hove for 

this important event. 

Mazel tov  to our 2012 Chatanim:  Chatan Torah Jonathan Conway, Junior 
Chatan Torah Tal Lewis, Junior Chatan Bereshit Ben Amram and Chatan 
Bereshit Godfrey Gould.
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What’s on: November 2012  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

shaBBat shalOM – BRightON tiMes
In  Light Candles Out  Havdalah  
Fri 2   4.14 pm          Sat 3  5.23 pm
Fri 9   4.03 pm  Sat 10  5.13 pm
Fri 16  3.54 pm       Sat 17  5.05 pm
Fri 23  3.46 pm  Sat 24  4.58 pm
Fri 30  3.41 pm  Sat 1 Dec 4.54 pm

RegulaR actiVities

Sundays
carmel tennis club �  10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. 
Tel: Leon on 07717 222744
Brighton JlgB (Jewish lads and girls Brigade)  � The youth club for 8-18 
year olds meets every Sunday during school terms from 4.15 pm - 6.00 
pm at Ralli Hall. Contact Diane on 07963 552920 or Alison on 07951 
499215 

Mondays

ethics of our fathers �  with Rabbi Efune 11.30 am - 12.30 pm at the 
Brighton Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 
321919

afternoon club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 410435

Rubber and duplicate Bridge �  1.30 pm - 4.30 pm £2.00 Ralli Hall. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435

contemporary Basic talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

tanya (Kabbalah)  � Learning Group with Penina Efune  - Ladies only 8.15 
pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays

Ralli hall lunch and social club �  10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall 

art in the studio with Martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall 

Painting with Rochelle (Jas)   � 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm Ralli Hall 
Tel: 01273 503708 

israeli dancing  �  7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays

Jacs  � at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / 
£2.50 non-members (see programme in Events listings)

art in the studio with Martin  �  2.00 pm - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall
Khorovod of songs  �  Eastern European Singing Group with Polina 
Shepherd 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm at Ralli Hall (room 12). RH members 
£5.00 / non-members £6.00 on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month 

Thursdays

Mother & Baby group (0-2 years) at the torah Nursery � , 29 New Church 
Road, Hove. All mums welcome 9.30 am to 11.30 am. 

Ralli hall lunch and social club  � 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

Bridge  � at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

Weekly torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House 
Tel: 01273 321919

eVeNts fOR NOVeMBeR  
 
      Sunday 4

Brighton early Music festival  � presents The Goldberg 
Variations by J S Bach played by Steven Devine on 
harpsichord.  RH 3.00 pm. Tickets A £15 (£13 concs) 
B £12 (10 concs) from www.bremf.org.uk or the Dome 
ticket office 01273 709709   
 
Tuesday 6 
 Israeli singer  � yasmin levy will be appearing at the 
Old Market, 11a Upper Market Street, Hove 7.30 
pm.  Tickets: £20. Box Office: 01273 201801 or www.
theoldmarket.com  
 
Wednesday 7
Jacs  � with guest speaker Steve Morris on the 
Experiences of a Guide at the 2012 Olympics.  AJEX 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / 
£2.50 non-members   
 
Friday 9
Batsheva dance company  � at The Dome, Brighton 7.30 
pm. Ticket sales & enquiries at The Dome box office, 
29 New Road, Brighton, East Sussex BN1 1UG 01273 
709709 or online at tickets@brightondome.org  
 
Sunday 11  
aJeX annual service of Remembrance  � at Brighton & Hove 
Hebrew Congregation, 29-31 New Church Rd, Hove at 
4.30 pm  
 
Wednesday 14
Jacs  � with guest speaker Maxine Toff, Jewish Women 
Friends in Sussex.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 
2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members 

centre for german- Jewish studies  � presents ‘Absolute 
Fiction-Hannah Arendt and the end of mental freedom’ 
by Professor Jacqueline Rose of Queen Mary, 
University of London.  5.00 pm – 7.00 pm (see page 15) 
 
Sunday 18 
Mitzvah day �  ‘Friends & Neighbours’ - make contact with 
someone in your neighbourhood - as part of Helping 
Hands Neighbourhood Care Scheme. (see page 9) 

Ralli hall lunch & social club 10th anniversary dinner  �
dance with 6.30 pm until late. Tickets £22.50 from 
01273 207112 
 
Wednesday 21  
Jacs �  Janice Greenwood presents Cole Porter – the 
Man and His Music.  AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members 
 
Sunday 25 
sussex Jewish film club �  presents Watermarks at Ralli 
Hall, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm 
 
Tuesday 27  
Jewish historical society �  “The end of tolerance? Jews, 
new Christians and Old Christians in late medieval 
Spain” with guest speaker, Dr Rosa Vidal, Lecturer in 
Medieval Spanish Literature and Culture, Queen Mary 
University of London.  7.45 pm at Ralli Hall. Members 
free/visitors welcome – donation £4 to include light 
refreshments.   For more information, contact Godfrey 
Gould on 01273 419412 or email to g.gould915@
btinternet.com 
 
Wednesday 28  
Jacs �  “Let’s Get Quizzical”, Quizzes and Prizes.  AJEX 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / 
£2.50 non-members 

COMMUNITY EVENTS –  IMPORTANT REMINDER
Contact the Communal Diary before 

planning your events!  
Email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Grodzinki’s challot and 
rye bread

are available from Premier 
Convenience Stores in Hove 

Street every Thursday morning 
until supplies run out.


