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Never again begins with never forget.  During the 1972 
Summer Games in Munich, members of the Israeli 
Olympic team were killed after being taken hostage by 
Black September, a faction of the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation. The late King Hussein of Jordan called it 
a “savage crime against civilisation”. 

The 2012 Olympic Games will begin on 27 July.  The 
International Olympic Committee and the organisers of 
the London Games do not intend to mark the fortieth 
anniversary of the Munich Massacre, even though 
it happened at the 
Games in the athletes’ 
village or, if you will, on 
‘Olympic soil’. 

The Olympics purport 
to represent the best 
in sport, even when held hostage to political fortune.  
Maybe it has always been that way. 

But the Olympics’ fall from its own idealistic grace truly 
began with the 1972 hostage taking.  By pretending 
to erase the event, the Games inadvertently send a 

message that terrorism can prevail, a message that 
contradicts everything for which Western democratic 
principles stand.  It is an Olympic Shame that leaves us 
shaking our heads.

Yossuf Gutfreund, David Berger, Mark Slavin, Yacov 
Springer, Ze’ev Friedman, Amitzur Shapira, Eliezer 
Halfin, Kehat Shorr and Andre Spitzer perished when 
terrorism was allowed to overshadow the world’s 
coming together for the love of sport.  

It remains incumbent upon us 
as a community, and Jewish 
communities across the 
country, to remember them 
particularly when others will 
not.  

For this reason, on 28 July - as the 2012 Olympic 
Games begin and during Shabbat services - 
synagogues across our County – perhaps across all of 
the UK – should say a special prayer of remembrance 
for the 1972 Israeli Olympic victims.

During shabbat services on 28 July, all 
synagogues across sussex shoulD say a 
sPecial Prayer of remembrance for the 

1972 israeli olymPic victims
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your news
special birthdays
Edith Baum (90), Trudy Epstein (90), Menashe Harounoff , Vivien 
Harris, Ivan Krolick, Muriel Marcus (100), Ignez Roden, Alida Steinfeld 
and Simon Stanford, all of whom are celebrating birthdays this 
month.

Wedding
Mazel tov to Eliot Hill and Laura Vogel on their marriage on 12 June.

Wedding anniversaries
Mazel tov to Jill and  Alan Bass on the celebration of their 55th 
wedding anniversary.
Mazel tov to Sharon and  Brian Rubin on the celebration of their Ruby 
Wedding.

achievements 
Mazel tov to:
•  Shimon Peres who was awarded the US Presidential Medal of 

Freedom on 13 June 2012.  It is the highest civilian award that can 
be bestowed in the United States.

•  Hannah Evans on qualifying for MbChb and being offered a position 
at Guy’s Hospital in London.

•  Jess Wood MBE on her investiture by HRH Prince Charles on 31 
May 2012 at Buckingham Palace.

get Well
We wish a refuah sheleimah to Sam Barsam, Kathy Bennis and 
Richard Harris.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Shirley Bogan z’l, Donald Curtis 
z’l, Albert Shtasel z’l and David Leberman z’l.

stonesettings
The memorial stone in loving memory of Leslie Lewis z’l will be 
consecrated at the Jewish cemetery, Meadowview, Bear Road, 
Brighton on Sunday 22 July at 3.30 pm.

your views
Jerusalem Quartet, some further 
thoughts 
In the 1930s in Nazi Germany some German musicians were 
bemoaning the ban on the playing of the music by Felix 
Mendelssohn. Dr Josef Goebbels advised then that they should play 
the music of a ‘good’ German composer such as Robert Schumann.  

Dr Goebbels conveniently ‘forgot’ that both composers were almost 
exact contemporaries and that Mendelssohn was a good friend 
and colleague of Schumann and very helpful and supportive of him, 
especially during his recurrent periods of mental ill-health. 

Perhaps it was thus quite appropriate that the Jerusalem Quartet, 
with Alexander Melnikov, chose to play two works by Schumann - 
Piano Quartet Op 47 and the Piano Quintet Op 42 – at their Brighton 
Festival concert.

It was also predictable that the pro-Palestinian lobby should choose 
this event to mount protests against Israel and all her ‘evil’ works. 

In 1834 Schumann founded a personal institution, the ‘Davidsbund’ 
(the David Club), in which he railed against the artistic philistines of 
his day. Little could he have known that 178 years later Philistines/
Palestinians would still be attempting to destroy his work. Let it be 
known that this challenge to the music of Robert Schumann was no 
less a mistake than that made by Dr Josef Goebbels on the music of 
Felix Mendelssohn. 

The Palestinians are the natural heirs of the Philistines, even to the 
derivation of their name. They contribute nothing but attempt only 
to destroy beauty and art and culture. At the time of the concert I 
was upset by the experience of politically motivated hecklers, but 
on reflection am heartened that Israel has come out of this positively 
and has not descended to the levels of those who would attempt to 
destroy us.

David the sweet-singing psalmist has again triumphed over Goliath 
the oafish giant.

Godfrey Gould

artistic freedom at stake
Thanks again for an excellent SJN an interesting, informative read – 
and I loved the colourful photo of Charleston on the cover.

I am very concerned at the antisemitic attacks and anti-Israeli 
demonstrations during the Festival.  Do we need to get together with 
all the Jewish communities here to see what can be done to stop this 
interference with artistic freedom?

Shirley Jaffe

To Daniel 
Seligman
(pictured), who has been 
awarded ‘Boy of the Year 
2012’ in recognition of his 
outstanding commitment 
to Blatchington Mill 
School in his final year, 
Year 11.  Your Mum, Dad, 
Rachel & Charlotte and 
grandparents are so very 
proud of you.

The memorial stone in loving memory of David Berman z’l 
will be consecrated at the Jewish cemetery, Meadowview, 

Bear Road, Brighton on Sunday 22 July at 3.00 pm

Our Front Cover
The fabulous fabric and upholstery for the thrones on The Royal 
Barge, star of the show for the Diamond Jubilee River Pageant, 
were donated by the Worshipful Company of Upholders.
One of our loyal subscribers, Clive Roffe JP is one of their 
Past Masters, having been installed in 1999 at the Bevis Marks 
Synagogue. Coincidentally, Rabbi Silverman was very involved 
in the service, which was attended by Lord Peter Levene the then 
Lord Mayor of London.
The Roffe family were long-time Hove residents: indeed Clive is 
still a member of Hove Hebrew Congregation. He moved away 
some years ago, but Nettie, his mother, who always appreciated 
her copy of Sussex Jewish News, lived at Kingsway Court for 
many years, before spending her last two or three years in the 
Hyman Fine House, and passing away at the age of 101.
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co-op boycott of israeli companies - 
update and call to action
by Vivian Wineman, President 
The Board is fully supporting the campaign to restore fairness 
and balance to the Co-Op’s policies towards Israel. The 
campaign is being organised by We Believe in Israel and 
others.   

It is vital that the petition to the Co-Op on this issue is signed 
by thousands of people, as it is a matter of tremendous 
concern to the community.

You can sign it on-line at http://webelieveinisrael.org.uk/
CoOp-petition.html 

If you have any queries about the campaign please contact 
Steven Jaffe (steven.jaffe@bod.org.uk) who is coordinating 
the Board’s participation in it.

If we fail to stand up at this point we cannot complain if 
boycotting Israel escalates both within the Co-Op and 
amongst other retailers and it manifests itself in increasingly 
ugly ways.

turning the tables
by Janice Greenwood 
I had an early hospital appointment and 
was trying to work out how to keep it. 
Driving was out of the question, the 
parking at the Royal Sussex County 
Hospital is atrocious.  Driving round 
the side streets would not do my blood 

pressure much good. It would take two bus journeys and I 
could not be out of doors for a long time. Then it came to me: 
“do what you are always telling other people to do,” I said to 
myself. So I did. 

I phoned Helping Hands (01273 747722). I was asked to leave 
a message and my phone number and they would get back 
to me. “I’d like a lift to County Hospital, please. It’s a one-way 

trip.”  What I meant was that I would make my own way home 
but afterwards realised that the message I left might have 
sounded rather morbid! 

That evening I got a call from Helping Hands asking for 
details and I was told that I would be picked up in good time 
to keep the appointment. On the day of the said appointment 
it was blowing a force ten gale. My driver had great difficulty 
opening and closing the doors of her car and she almost got 
blown away getting to my front door. Then we battled our way 
back to her car propping each other up. My daughter was 
going to pick me up from the hospital. All I had to do was to 
call her on my mobile.  Easier said than done. One of these 
days I’ll learn how to use it. 

So now I’m not only a Helping Hands volunteer, I’m also a 
Helping Hands client.

the co-operative’s position 
Following the publication of our last issue, a member of the 
Editorial Board wrote to The Co-operative regarding their 
boycott of Israeli products.  The following is the reply that was 
received.

Thank you for your recent correspondence. We welcome the 
opportunity to clarify our position on the issue of the illegal 
Israeli settlements.
 
Our Human Rights and Trade Policy, adopted in 2009, 
established the exceptional circumstances under which 
we will withdraw all trade from a particular state, area or 
settlement. One such circumstance is where there is a broad 
international consensus that the status of a settlement is 
illegal. There are only two examples of such settlements: the 
Israeli settlements in the Palestinian Occupied Territories and 
the Moroccan settlements in Western Sahara. On this basis, 
our policy has been not to source any produce or own-brand 
product from these settlements.
 
On the 25th April, The Co-operative’s Board determined that, 
going forward, we will additionally no longer engage with any 
supplier of produce known to be sourcing from the illegal 
Israeli settlements. This decision will impact four suppliers, 
and circa £350,000 of trade. In reaching this decision, 
the Board was mindful of the additional costs involved in 

the tracing and auditing of all produce supplied by these 
businesses.

We would like to state categorically that our position does 
not constitute a boycott of Israeli businesses. Indeed, we 
remain firmly committed to sourcing produce from Israel, 
and we continue to have valued arrangements with some 
twenty Israeli businesses (worth around £1.75 million per 
annum).  Our need to source high-quality seasonal produce, 
including peppers, tomatoes and herbs, means that it will 
predominantly be our Israeli growers and suppliers who 
benefit from the transfer of trade from those delisted. As 
such, this decision is not expected to lead to a significant 
overall reduction in our trade with Israeli businesses.
 
In addition to our firm commitment to Israeli produce, we 
continue to seek increased trade links with Palestinian 
businesses. For example, we were the first major UK retailer 
to stock Fairtrade Palestinian olive oil.
 
I hope that this information clarifies our position and if I can 
be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me 
again.
 
Yours sincerely
 
Brian Hobin
Commercial Support, Customer Relations
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remembering... Joyce sherwood (1921-2012)
by Peggy Sherwood

Joyce Cecily Davidson was born in London on 14th August 1921, 
the first child of Harry and Anne Davidson. She always talked of 
what sounded like an idyllic childhood. Proud to have attended 
Brighton & Hove High School, on leaving she became a secretary 
working for various companies.

With the War in 1939 Joyce joined the Voluntary Aid Detachment. 
On discovering she had secretarial skills, the consultants 
assigned her to following the doctors on ward rounds, taking 
shorthand notes and typing them up later to save the doctors 
time and enabling them to see more patients. This work instilled 
a love in Joyce of helping and caring for people. Throughout 
her life, Joyce showed patience and understanding and was 
always able to problem-solve and show much wisdom in all 
circumstances. Perhaps these qualities helped her manage so 
well with the ill-health she later suffered.

In 1949 Joyce married Philip Sherwood at Middle Street 
Synagogue. They had known each other as youngsters when 
Philip came to Hove from London on holiday.  Apparently, Joyce 
used to refer to Philip as “that horrible ginger-headed boy” but 
they re-met some years later at a function in Hove and fell in 
love. They had two children, David in 1950 and Peggy in 1953. 
Philip opened a solicitor’s practice in Brighton and Joyce used 
her secretarial skills helping him in between being a mother and 
housewife. Joyce began volunteering with the Citizens Advice 
Bureau and would come home at lunchtime and ask Philip for 
advice. His comment was always, “Tell them to see a bloody 
solicitor”!

Their house in Princes Square was always open to visitors, 
hosting either someone extra for lunch on a Shabbat or friends 
who spent bank holidays and Jewish festivals with them. Their 
dearly beloved grandchildren, Olivia and Alexander, arrived in the 
1970s and 1980s and Joyce’s greatest joy was to collect them 
both from school and bring them home for tea and to play board 
games with them. She also had five great-grandchildren whom 
she loved very much.

Philip died in 1988 and 
although she never got 
over the loss of her 
husband, Joyce continued 
to do many things with 
friends. She went to 
Tenerife each year on 
holiday, swam in the 
sea in Hove and met her 
friends on Hove seafront. 
She attended JACS and 
the Ralli Hall Lunch & 
Social Club where she 
enjoyed the company and 
played bridge.
 
After Philip died she had 
an attempted break-in at 
Princes Square. The Victim Support worker rang to ask whether 
they could be of help but she feistily replied, ‘No, but I can help 
you’! From then on she became a dedicated worker for Victim 
Support.

In March 2006 as her health was failing, Joyce moved to Sydmar 
Lodge in London to be close to Peggy and immediately loved 
her new life. Always impeccably dressed and with her earrings, 
lipstick and pearls she was known as the smartest woman at 
Sydmar.  Although she had a wonderful 90th birthday party 
only last August, 2011, attended by all her loving family, Joyce 
became increasingly frail and that thief of a disease, dementia, 
began to catch up with her. 

In December Joyce fell and broke her hip.  After almost six weeks 
in hospital she moved to Lady Sarah Cohen House in London 
where she settled and still enjoyed her daily visits from Peggy. 
Sadly though, her health declined rapidly and she lost her final 
fight for life on Friday 30 March 2012.  She was buried back in 
her adored Brighton, to be reunited with Philip after 24 years. 

235-237 Hangleton Rd .. Hove .. BN3 7LR
(Next to TEXACO petrol station)

MARTIN
GROSS 

Memorials
All aspects of 

stone-masonry undertaken 
from new to renovation 

and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771
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In 1954 a group of Jewish golfers got together and formed 
the Sussex Jewish Golfing Society.  The founders were 
Charles Rosengarten, David Kauffman, Jack Simmons, Dr 
Julius Kelly, Alec Mendelson and Mr Bolsom.  They were all 
from Eastbourne.  A very short time later they were joined by 
Brighton & Hove Jewish golfers such as Mark Gold, Dr Arthur 
Curtis, Tony Lewis, Eddie Stockman, Dr Manny Ratner and 
Danny Ritterband.

In the early days meetings were held on Sunday afternoons 
followed by a tea, usually with twelve golfers participating. 
The first outings took place at Willingdon Golf Club, Royal 
Eastbourne and East Brighton. Over the years various cups 
have been donated, such as the Lewis Cohen Cup presented 
by the late Lord Cohen.

In 1961 the Society took part in their first Glancy Tournament at 
Moor Allerton in Leeds, and has participated ever since.

The Society has grown over the years to approximately 60 
members and we play matches against the London clubs and 

compete in the Metropolitan 
and Glancy Tournaments. 
It continues to flourish and 
we welcome new members, 
gentlemen and ladies.

We now play eight local 
meetings from April through to 
October.   For the remainder 
of 2012 we will be meeting on 
Wednesday 25 July, Tuesday 7 
August, Tuesday 11 September, 
Thursday 18 October and 
Wednesday 7 November.

If you enjoy your golf, the friendly banter that goes with it and 
would like to come along to one of our meetings please do 
contact us for further information either by email to secretary@
sjgs.org.uk or call me on 07771 554633.   You can also find out 
more online at www.sussexjgs.wordpress.com

A service and special kiddush is to be held on Saturday, 4 
August, commencing at 10.00 am, at the Susans Road Shul 
to celebrate the birthdays of the President Menashe Harounoff 
and Security Officer Sally Taylor. A warm welcome will be 
extended to all members, relatives and friends and we hope 
that last year’s record attendance of 45 will be broken.
 

Services are held every Shabbat, but we do not always  get 
a minyan. We are, therefore, currently asking members and 
others to make a special effort to attend on the first Shabbat 
in every month. As always, Services will commence at 10.00 
am and your support in this experiment will be very much 
appreciated.

Last month’s report did not arrive in time for printing but I would 
like to thank Rabbi Sarah for coming to our Club for a pre-Pesach 
Seder. We had a lovely time and all our members enjoyed the 
afternoon very much.

Can someone please tell me where the weeks go? We have had 
such a busy couple of months, which included our 6-weekly 
Committee Meeting when we discuss past and future events to 
see where we can make improvements to the Club. 

We also met with our caterers to discuss our meals and see 
whether we needed to change anything to keep up our high 
standards. We are very proud of our meals. Our summer menu 
was introduced on 12 June.  If you are interested to see what we 
have for lunch, please look at our website at http/www.webjam.
com/lunch_social. We have also had several people just dropping 
in for lunch and a chat, so if you feel like a delicious kosher meal, 
please join us.

Club members have joined in many birthday celebrations in the 
last two months, including those of Hazel, Marie and Linda, so 
we’ve all been enjoying lots of yummy cake! The big birthday 

in May was Greta’s, our lovely volunteer and we all had a great 
time celebrating with her and her family. Also Shirley had a big 
birthday and my boss Alan also celebrated his birthday, so lots 
more cake. 

On 9 May 33 people came along on an outing to Rushfields 
Garden Centre and enjoyed the morning and their cream tea. We 
are planning more outings like this in the next few months. Let’s 
hope the weather improves.

We have found some new entertainers who seem to be a hit with 
all our members, so come on, pop in and see what you think.

Our Bridge classes are becoming very popular so if you can play, 
come on a Tuesday or Thursday afternoon, or if you would like 
to learn we have classes on Thursday mornings at 11.00 am. 
Computer classes and support also take place on Tuesdays at 
11.00 am.

Finally, the message is, “Ladies and Gents. Don’t be shy. Come 
and have a look at the Lunch and Social Club - most people that 
do become regulars”.

sussex Jewish golf society:  a brief history
by Ian Shuster  

eastbourne hebrew congregation
by Manny Godfrey  

ralli hall lunch and social club
by Jacquie Tichauer
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ralli hall  
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman 
Congratulations to all at Lishmah Sussex Study Programme, 
the organisers, speakers and participants. Unfortunately, Irit 
and I missed the first few evenings but we will definitely put 
down our names for the next programme. The format and 
content are extremely interesting and I am proud that Ralli 
Hall had been chosen as the programme’s venue.

The 2012 Annual General Meeting has now taken place and 
I will announce the line-up next month. I have had many 
difficult times during my years in office but I have stuck to my 
guns, with the ongoing goal of providing a permanent centre 
for the local Jewish community, independent of its various 
denominations. Ralli Hall is available for all who wish to avail 
themselves of its excellent facilities, whether or not they have 
chosen to show their individual commitment by becoming 
members of B&HJCF. I sincerely believe in the importance of 
Ralli Hall to the community and will continue with my own 

commitment to the centre as long as I am still needed and my 
health holds up.

The new vegetarian kitchen was ready for use at the AGM, 
when all present were invited to share in some refreshments 
and to view the facility. I am very proud of it and am 
convinced that it will be used extensively for functions with 
both The Great Hall and the Magrill Lounge.  The adjacent 
restaurant area, with seating for about two dozen, is also 
being redecorated and should complement its day-to-day 
use for refreshments in conjunction with the various senior 
citizen clubs.  In fact, I believe that there have already been 
provisional bookings for such functions.

I look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.

notes from chabad life  
by Rabbi Zalman Lewis 
We’ve done it before and each time the routine gets that 
much easier. Cook up a Shabbos storm, load the kitchen 
sink and everything else into the car and head off someplace 
beyond the comforts of our Brighton base.

Our destination: Southampton or Canterbury. Captive 
audience: Jewish students and a sprinkle of local Jews.  
Weekly Lunch and Learns and regular social events are 
fantastic opportunities to build friendships and inspire but a 
Shabbos experience is a whole lot more.
With 20 students in attendance, the cosy atmosphere at 
Friday night dinner lasted until close to 2 o’clock in the 
morning. Song, food, l’chaim and a wonderful atmosphere 
prevailed.

The setting for our most recent Canterbury tale was an 18th 
century cottage in the heart of the old town, a stone’s throw 
from the Old Synagogue, now a music hall for the Kings 
School. Walking to shul on Shabbos morning, I could not help 
but wonder about the lives of the various Jewish characters 
who have lived in Canterbury during the past 850 years. 
Under the spell of the fairytale character of the city, I let my 
imagination picture Jews of all sorts hurrying along the very 
same cobbled streets, each on their way to the Synagogue of 
their era.

Whether the Jews of the past enjoyed a Kiddush like ours, 
with delicious hot cholent, kugel, and the equivalent of 
Shterna’s homemade cakes, is wishful imagination. One 
thing of which I am certain:  they’d be shocked to find vibrant 
Jewish life as the last synagogue ceased services in 1911!

Allow me to share a thought I shared with the students:  
Rabbi Yosi ben Kismah, a second century sage of the 
Mishnah, relates that he once encountered a ‘macher’, who 
enquired about his hometown. “I am from a great town of 

sages and scribes,” responded R’ Yosi. “Rabbi”, countered 
the ‘macher’, “if you come and reside among us in our town, 
I’d be happy to offer you an impressive, executive salary.”  
(Silver, gold, precious stones and diamonds would all be 
included in the contract.)  “To which I responded,” continues 
R’ Yosi, “if you were to offer me all the treasures of the world, 
I would only live in a place of Torah!”

Here’s what I pointed out to the students. Look at the 
conversation carefully, and you will observe that R’ Yosi never 
actually declined the tempting offer. What he objected to was 
being perceived as the ‘rabbi’ in town, while everyone else 
gets on with their mundane, meaningless lives. Says R’ Yosi, 
“if you’d like me to consider the position, you must be open 
to being influenced by Judaism’s teachings, so that I can in 
turn inspire you to make your town ‘a place of Torah’ and of 
vibrant Jewish life; a place which I’d be more than happy to 
call my own.”

It is thanks to the many students in Brighton, Southampton 
and Canterbury, who have shown an impressive enthusiasm 
towards Jewish teaching and living, that our partnership in 
Jewish revival has been possible.

Shabbos, 23 June, marked the 18th anniversary of the 
passing of the Lubavitcher Rebbe OBM, whose teachings 
have inspired Shterna and myself, and thousands of other 
Chabad Lubavitch rabbis and rebbitzens, to reach beyond 
our own comfort-zone, often schlepping the kitchen sink with 
us, to awaken another Jewish spark.

As Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks reflects, “the Rebbe 
did something absolutely extraordinary; he said to himself: if 
the Nazis searched out every Jew in hate, we will search out 
every Jew in love.”

Rabbi Zalman Lewis, together with his wife Shterna, direct 
Brighton’s Chabad at S.E. Coast Universities, serving Jewish 
university students across the region.
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art for life’s sake  
by Ivor Richards, Westbourne Villas 
In mid-September 2010, following a routine blood test, I 
was diagnosed with chronic leukaemia and was taken into 
intensive care at the Royal Sussex County Hospital. The 
treatment and care I received from all levels of nursing, 
registrars and consultants was exemplary, and this standard 
has continued in my outpatient appointments.

After some preliminary 
chemotherapy, I am now in the 
11th cycle of a drug that was 
only approved for NHS use in 
early 2011. I am very fortunate 
to be stabilised without 
serious side-effects.

As a consequence of being an outpatient I became involved 
with an art course sponsored by Macmillan Cancer Support. 
The course involved six patients (or carers) to learn screen-
printing at the Ink Spot art workshop on six Wednesday 
mornings in November/December 2011. The project aimed to 
create a different way for people affected by cancer (of which 
of course there are many, many different types) to tell their 
personal stories through art.

The course was planned and organised by two fantastic 
volunteers, Finlay McNally, an artist and print maker, who also 
has a cancer diagnosis, and Lucy Fielding, a carer and 

photographer. Both volunteers are art psychotherapists. Each 
student had to work out a way of telling the story of his or her 
own cancer journey via screen print on an A4 sheet of paper. 
All in six mornings and from scratch!

The course was intensive but satisfying. When we stopped for 
a tea break we informally exchanged information about our 
personal lives and cancer experiences: these conversations 
were to a degree therapeutic, and enabled some 

understanding of each other’s 
difficulties. We each provided 
screen prints of varying quality; 
sadly one of the most artistic 
young ladies had terminal cancer 
(of which we were not aware) 
and has passed away.

During the course, volunteer 
Lucy did a lot of filming, and at a later date she met each 
of us separately at locations she deemed pertinent to each 
individual; in my case, without any prompting, it was at 
Middle Street Synagogue, which Lucy had visited on an open 
day.

Obviously the idea is to promote awareness about cancer. 
Macmillan Cancer Support is sponsoring an exhibition of 
all our work and photographs at the Jubilee library from 
Monday 11 July to Sunday 22 July. It would be pleasing if our 
community could visit and support the charity and exhibition.

lishmah sussex 
The inaugural session of Lishmah, the new Jewish learning 
project for the whole community, took place on the evening of 
Thursday10 May at Ralli Hall.  Every week until 28 June local 
educators, Rabbis and communal personalities presented a 
choice of eight different sessions on a variety of topics that 
ranged from ‘From Birth to Death - The Jewish Life Cycle’ to 
‘Outstanding Jewish Personalities Over The Past 2000 Years’. 
In short, there was something for everyone.  

The idea for this series of lectures, discussions and debates 
came from the tremendously successful Day Limmud, which 
took place at Sussex University in 2011. Rabbi Elizabeth 
Tikvah Sarah was inspired to take on the task of setting 
up this very special cross-community, educational learning 
programme.  

It was standing room only for the inaugural talk given by Daily 
Mail columnist Alex Brummer, about his latest book ‘Britain 
for Sale’. Alex Brummer, son of a scion of the Brighton and 
Hove community, set his audience debating the implications 
of what he terms ‘The Hidden Threat to our Economy’, over a 
sumptuous opening night buffet. 

The speakers were most impressive, giving talks and holding 
discussions on a wide variety of topics which were thought-
provoking, inspiring and most interesting. Dr. Winston Pickett 
stirred up his audience into a tumult of differing opinions 
on the subject of antisemitism, covering global events such 
as the recent shootings at a Jewish school in Toulouse, as 
well as disturbing local attacks and demonstrations that 
had occurred in recent days. Ivor Richards’ interesting 

talks on the giants of Jewish history were eye-opening and 
most engaging. Rabbi Wallach’s wide-ranging talk on key 
prophets of the bible, dipped into Jewish history, took in 
nineteenth century French history, as well as giving a detailed 
explanation of Brighton and Hove’s Jewish history, as 
enshrined in streets bearing the names Goldsmid, Davigdor 
and Palmeira. Rabbi Silverman’s sessions on the rise of 
Nazarene Christianity and outstanding personalities over the 
past 2000 years were packed to capacity, as were Rabbi 
Sarah’s sessions on the Jewish life cycle and Troubling Torah.

All in all, there was a good turnout for each of the eight weeks 
with participants from all sections of the community thirsting 
for wider knowledge. It is proposed to build on this success 
and have another such series in the autumn after the Yomim 
Noraim.

The exhibition at the Jubilee Library from 11-
22 July is to promote awareness about cancer.  
It would be pleasing if our community could 
visit and support the charity and exhibition.



issue 221 | July 2012  

1110Portrait of the artist

the artist
Bernard Swithern in conversation with Martin 
Wertheim-Gould 

One of the wonderful things about living in Brighton is its 
impressively varied and colourful environment. It is full 
of surprises. That unique backdrop is also reflected in 
the people who inhabit it. And, like the architecture that 
we take for granted as part of the familiar scenery, its 
inhabitants have an interesting story to tell.

Thus it was that whilst enjoying a coffee at one of the 
beachfront cafes, we were greeted by the friendly smile 
of a familiar face. If I were to draw that face, I would 
emphasise the bushy sideburns, the engaging smile and 
the all-seeing eyes and then would top it with a faded 
comfortable looking fisherman’s hat. But in fact the 
dexterous hand of the owner of the hat has itself had a 
lifetime of experience in capturing such detail.

I am referring to Martin Wertheim-Gould and I would like to 
relate to you some of the conversation that I had with him 
on that beachfront afternoon. 

Martin, you are well known not only for your art, but 
also for your love of jazz.  How do you ‘switch on’ to 
the vibrancy of the jazz and translate that into your 
paintings?

Absorb the performance, feel the music, take in the 
ambiance and surroundings, feel the marvellous 
atmosphere. These are all part of the process. Distractions 
such as people  pushing, talking, and spilling drink are not 
distractions at all. They are part of the bustle of the scene. 
On different days I may see it differently. I use pen and ink, 
watercolour, or if the light is bad, sepia. You are putting on 
to paper the music and the movement. It is not meant to 
be a photograph. It is a feeling, and I hope to capture the 
facial expressions and the spirit of the moment. I think that 
this is what makes my work different from that of most 
illustrative artists.

Can you recall the earliest formative influences on your 
love of jazz?

Most definitely. At an early age my aunt gave me a cast-
off box of old 78rpm records and I became enthralled by  
Django Reinhart and Stephan Grappelli.

 
Your work succeeds in portraying people’s 
mood and movement by means of simple 
lines. Did you learn this as part of a formal 
education in art?

No. I did not have a formal art education. 
However, I do not remember a time when 
I was without a pencil in my hand. Being 
brought up during the war was a lasting 
influence in survival and in achieving what you 
want by striving for it. On reflection, maybe 
I have inherited something from my great 
grandfather who was a scribe in Bialystok. 
But it was only after I retired that there was 
the time to make art my life’s work. I started 
by painting Brighton scenes and then took up 
jazz paintings at the wonderful Lewes Jazz 
Club. I was thrilled when in 2003 I was invited 
to become Fellow of the Royal Society of Art.

 Do you think that skills mastered during 
your working years helped to form the 
artist in you?

Yes. After my National Service in the RAF, 
I worked for a large London fashion house 
but really wanted a career in architecture. A 
leading City firm offered me a position as a 
junior draughtsman and model maker which 
satisfied my desire to draw and developed my 
skill in portraying buildings and perspective. I 
eventually joined the family fashion business 
in Brighton and became a specialist in 
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designing custom-made leather garments for the 
motorcycle division of BMW.

Which of the famous painters do you most 
admire?

An art teacher that I once knew told me that he 
thought that I was influenced by Raoul Dufy and 
Toulouse Lautrec. Dufy was a remarkable person. 
I love the way that he used colours and put 
movement into his paintings. He liked to portray 
social scenes.

If you were to select two of your paintings that 
are of greatest significance to you, what would 
they be?

The first is called ‘Anne Frank’s Tears’. On a visit to 
Amsterdam during a torrential downpour, I took a 
photograph of Anne Frank’s house from a passing 
boat. Amazingly, it turned out to be a duplicate of 
an old photograph dating back to 1940. I have used 
both photographs as a basis of a time warp painting 
depicting leafy trees and tourists queuing to go 
into the house that is now a museum. However, the 
house in the painting is depicted as it was in 1940.

The second one also reflects our tragic past. It is of 
the Holocaust Memorial in Amsterdam with Dutch 
tulips. The painting is actually under not one, but 
two panes of glass. It is my intention to invite a 
Survivor to break the inner glass in order to reflect 
what the memorial is about.

Where does the Wertheim part of your surname 
come from? What do you know of your 
ancestors?

The Wertheims were what was known as ‘Haftjuden’ 
or Court Jews. The name comes from a small town south 
of Frankfurt. I have been there and was very touched by 
the remaining small synagogue and cemetery. I am a very 
emotional person. It is possible to trace my family tree 
back for many hundreds of years. The personal emotional 
significance of that hit me when I visited the Ashkenazi 
Synagogue in Amsterdam. I was stunned when I came 
across a portrait of a man. That face could have been 
mine. The brass plaque was inscribed with the name 
Carol Wertheim, who in the 1890s, was the President of 
the congregation. You see, I am at heart a traditionalist. I 
believe in respect for our ancestors.  

Is that reflected in your nom de plume, Salmond?

My grandfather was a cabinetmaker in Bialystok. His 
Hebrew name and mine are Zalmond.

Finally, how would you like to think that your ancestors 
would view you?

I am part of what they achieved. Giving back something is 
important.

Thank you Martin for a fascinating and memorable 
afternoon. Not only have I learned about Martin the 
Artist, but have been treated to so many fascinating 
stories.

‘Brighton and All That Jazz’, by Martin Wertheim-Gould 
and Colin Prescott, is published by Moss Rich Hove. It 
is available from Lawrence Art Supplies, 208 Portland 
Road, Hove or may be ordered online from martin@
salmondart.co.uk. The cost of this numbered limited 
edition publication is £20 per copy.
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a link with the past:  what foods these 
morsels be  
by Ivor Sorokin

Coming home recently, I noticed the lovely smell of the 
Shavuot cheesecakes being made by Gweni to a traditional 
recipe, some plain and some with raisins. This took me back 
to my very young days, when the curd cheese was made 
from sour milk by hanging it in a muslin bag over the kitchen 
sink. I was allowed to smear up the bits left in the bowl with 
my finger - this was a great treat. The taste is wonderful, and 
you know that it is a good one if it sticks to your gullet all the 
way down (most unhealthy, but who cares!) The ‘Ameredisch’ 
mousse-like versions now sold in shops and restaurants, 
normally with a fruit topping, are absolute aberrations, and it 
is a misnomer to call them cheesecake.

It’s amazing how many young memories do concern foods.

Mum always made a dish called verenicas-a dough parcel 
made by stamping out the dough with an upturned glass, and 
filling with mashed potatoes and fried onions, or occasionally 
with the aforesaid curd cheese. This was a Russian/Polish 
dish and none of my acquaintances had ever heard of it. 
However, on a recent visit to St Petersburg it was on the hotel 
menu, and I ordered it every day.

A regular meal was lokshen (breiteloksh) and cheese, again 
made with curd cheese.

This is so tasty, and would go down a storm in any Italian 
restaurant.

Apple strudel was always a must, but we did sometimes have 
it made with curd cheese rather than apples and raisins. I did 
enjoy some on a trip to Dubrovnik a few years ago.

Smetana is a type of soured cream (but much nicer). We 
used to have it with sliced bananas or made into a type of 
gazpacho (cold soup), mixed with spring onions and various 
herbs. It was available in some supermarkets up to a few 
years ago, and is probably still available in North London.

Gweni: “Enough already with the curd cheese stories”

Ivor: “Yes dear”.

Sorry for that interruption!

To continue…

Chopped liver tastes best when the liver is chopped with a 
hackmesser, a small chopper with a lethal blade. The correct 
consistency of the result makes such a difference to the final 
taste.

Another delicacy that has all but disappeared was “eierlech”, 
the yellow unlaid chicken eggs, placed in the chicken soup, 
along with the lokshen, peas, carrots and kneidels. What a 
wonderful meal!

Egg and onion should always be made with sweet Spanish 
onions, and not chives, which appears to be the current 
vogue.

The pedigree of chopped herring can always be established 
by the taste. If it is sour it is Russian in origin, if sweet it is 
Polish.

Bagels from the shop at the top of Brick Lane were so sweet. 
Again, the ‘Ameredisch’ ones sold today are nothing like the 
originals.

Does anyone remember ‘Stop Me and Buy One’ trikes? These 
normally sold Walls ice cream, but there were some that sold 
pineapple chunks for a penny.

My family made its own cherry brandy, and while I was not 
allowed to drink it, I was given three or four of the potent 
‘vishnik’ cherries from the jars, and certainly had pink cheeks 
afterwards.

Before being evacuated on the day war broke out, we 
lived in a very poor area of the East End. Fournier Street 
is between Brick Lane and Spitalfields. I was surprised 
recently to see that the street had been ‘yuppiefied’ - all 
pine floors and minimalism. The Shul at the end of the road 
was now a mosque, and the Brick Lane shops, which had 
been delicatessens, butchers, tailors and the like, were now 
high class Indian restaurants, shabby chic shops, urban art 
galleries and kinky boutiques. However, the bagel shop was 
still there. Even the name of the street has been ‘Frenchified’ 
in its pronunciation from ‘Fawnier’ Street to ‘Foorniey’ Street. 

Isn’t it amazing how the brain can remember experiences 
from over seven decades ago, but has difficulty in recollecting 
what happened yesterday?

Since writing this, I have inexplicably gained five pounds in 
weight, and am now on a strict fat-free diet.

features

Malcolm Green
Catering

The selection of your menu is an important part in the 
planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. 

We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements 
and help create the function you will be proud of. Let us 

introduce you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s 
leading Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher 

destination wedding specialist.
Join us for our glatt kosher June/July tour of “Mystical Ireland” 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST
Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823

 koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

www.kosherexperiences.co.il

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN 

(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
 www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/
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the lamp  
by Bernard Swithern

It is not beautiful. It is not made 
of valuable metal. It now sits 
uncomfortably in comfortable 
surroundings. But, along with the 
Chanukiah, which is displayed in the 
same room, it has a story to tell. This is 
a lamp with a different heritage. Once 
it was important, now it is a redundant 
symbol of another age.

The lamp in some ways is a reflection 
of its former owner. He was once a 
miner and he remains proud and solid 
in his changed and uncomfortable 
surroundings. He has about him 
something of the people of the 
Chanukiah. He is in a minority, trying 
to stand by his moral ethics and 
standards whilst surrounded by people 
for whom these things seem to have no 
significance.

Many years ago, I had a wonderful 
employee who lived in a mining village. From an early age, 
she suffered from chronic ill health. After moving away, we 
kept in touch and would visit whenever we were in that part 
of the world. After she finally succumbed to her illness and 
passed away, we continued to visit her husband. The story of 
the lamp is his story and that of a lost community.

On one occasion, he removed the lamp from its special place 
on the mantelpiece over the fireplace in his front room and 
carefully explained how the flame would vary in intensity 
or colour in the presence of dangerous gases and how in 
absolute blackness, the eyes would adjust to identify even the 
tiniest glimmer of light. He talked of the appalling conditions 
that he and his workmates had endured before the installation 
of pithead baths: of the meagre wages and of the long hours. 

He described his mates as “rough tough lads whose humour 
was crude, but whose comradeship was sincere”. He talked 
of those days when jobs were available for anyone who was 

willing to work.

The coal mine, which had fuelled the furnaces that 
had fed the nation since 1850, finally closed in 
1980.

For the next five years our friend had, as part 
of his role of safety engineer, carried the lamp 
below ground on his daily rounds. On that 
final fateful day, the men demolished the 
pithead and pushed it down the shaft, thus 
sealing off a coalmine and a way of life. The 
light finally went out in the lamp as it did in 
the community. 

The pit was gone. Local employment was 
gone. Local shops were without customers 
and the optimism of communal life and close 

comradeship became a thing of the past. It 
was summed up in a conversation we had with 

a local teacher on the subject of truancy. He said 
that he could understand it and added, “Well lad, 

the kids are the only ones in the house who have to 
get up in the morning.”

Our friend still lives in the village. He knows that he is different 
from his neighbours. His quiet dignity reveals no hint of 
personal grief, loneliness or loss. It sets him apart and keeps 
him alone indoors with his memories of laughter in a once 
shared home. We continue to see him and on one particular 
visit he told us that there was something that he insisted we 
should have.

His lamp now adorns our lounge. It is not beautiful. Its light 
no longer shines. However, there is a greater luminance. It is 
that of a man who, against all odds, maintains the standards 
that matter to him and who, in friendship, has given away 
something that was so important to him.

features

Somewhere in the attic is a boxful of  photographs 
from the past, cherished memories of  family & 
friends. Bring them all to life again by having them 
professionally scanned, colour corrected and presented 
on a CD or DVD to view on your computer or TV. 
Prints, negatives or colour slides, all formats. 
Restoration of  old & scratched photos. 
Perfect for anniversaries or birthdays, your entire family 
history as one slideshow.
Please call Anand on 07765 480746 or 01273 683340 
for further details.
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Jacs  
by Nina Taylor, Hon. Chairman

The calibre of our speakers never ceases to amaze us.  Lea 
Mitchell, a lady born in Russia and brought up in post war 
Germany, came to give us very interesting talks about the British 
monarchy. She is a guide at the Royal Pavilion.  The last time Lea 
visited us she told us about Maria Fitzherbert, wife of the Prince 
Regent. Because she was Catholic and they did not receive 
permission from King George II to marry, the marriage was not 
recognised as being legal. 

It is always a pleasure to listen to Mark Perry-Nash, a local 
historian. He has recently told us about Chicago in the Roaring 
Twenties with tales of Al Capone, Lucky Luciano and other fine 
gentlemen of that ilk! He also spoke about the role of women in 
history. As far back as ancient times women were chieftains of 
their tribes as the menfolk were out busy hunting and warring. 

Another popular speaker is Helen Poole who worked for the 
Sussex Archaeological Society and is currently the Curator of 
Crawley Museums. Helen recently spoke to us about Anne of 
Cleves, one of the wives of Henry VIII. She was the one who 
escaped the ‘chop’ and ended up with a good dowry and quite a 
bit of property. Good for her! 

We also have our ‘home-grown’ speakers.  Godfrey Gould always 
interests us with local history and biographies of Jewish men 
of history.  Sydney Levine managed to convince us that The 
Merchant of Venice was not an antisemitic play. We also have the 
occasional Hat Debate and Quiz.

So, give yourselves a treat. Come and join us at the AJEX Centre 
on a Wednesday afternoon. Doors open at 1.30 pm. You will find 
a friendly welcome, an interesting speaker, a cup of tea and a 
biscuit and all for the princely sum of £2.00 (£2.50 for visitors).

the holocaust survivor 
cookbook  
by Janet Smith

Here’s a little puzzle for you: what do these names all have in 
common; Evelyn Rose, Florence Greenberg and Susie Fishbein? 
Hopefully you will answer, “They are all writers of kosher cookery 
books” and you’d be right.

Yet there is one essential name missing from this list; that of 
Joanne Caras. Never heard of her? No, nor had I until last 
week when, along with a hundred other members of the Hove 
Jewish community, I had the immense privilege of meeting this 
remarkable lady and I don’t think that my life will ever be quite the 
same again.

In a nutshell, Joanne Caras was a fairly normal American mum 
when she went to visit her son and daughter-in-law who had 
made aliyah. During her visit, she discovered a kosher soup 
kitchen, Carmei Ha’ir, which aimed to feed impoverished Israelis 
‘with dignity’ and she decided to help them by putting together 
a kosher cookery book. The passing of a friend’s mother, a 
Holocaust survivor, was the catalyst which turned what might 
have been a fairly average fund-raising recipe book into an 
amazing tome. Together with friends and family, Joanne collected 
hundreds of stories of survival from Jews all over the world and 
each survivor provided a recipe to accompany his or her story; 
the result is an incredible volume filled with uplifting tales which, 
far from being a sombre read, is utterly inspirational.

Joanne’s visit was arranged as part of the fund-raising tea for 
Torah Academy Nursery and the cakes which we all tucked into 
so merrily were created using recipes from the book. Surrounding 
us in Ralli Hall were wonderful examples of the work that the 
nursery youngsters had created, with photographs of happy, 
fulfilled children being given the opportunity to learn in a warm, 
Jewish environment. 

Our afternoon together was just one stop on Joanne’s thirty-
three day whirlwind tour, taking in parts of the USA, Canada 
and Europe. All of the money from the sale of her books goes to 
charity, either to her hosts or to her pet project, Carmei Ha’ir. 

Rabbi Efune spoke of the significance of the event taking place 
on Yom Yerushalayim and compared the Torah Nursery to a 
taste of ‘Jerusalem’ in our own city of Brighton & Hove. It is a 
place where Jewish children and their families, from many varied 
backgrounds come together and learn among many other things, 
to be proud of their rich Jewish heritage.

Having the opportunity to meet old friends and catch up 
with news is always an enjoyable experience but mix that 
with delicious food, add a sprinkle of charity, a large slice of 
inspiration and a spoonful of motivational speaker and you’ve got 
the perfect recipe for success. Many thanks to all concerned for 
a fantastic afternoon.

culture

(left) Joanne Caras (lady in blue with hat) with Juliette Huberman, Brian 
Huberman, Juliette’s mother and Shirley Huberman

(below) In front are Phillipa Morris, Sharon Wolfe, Melanie Seligman, 
Claire Doffman, Dannii Carter and behind is Penina Efune
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sJfc:  three mothers
On Sunday 15 July, the Sussex 
Jewish Film Club at Ralli Hall 
will show the Israeli film Three 
Mothers (Shalosh Ima’ot). It’s in 
Hebrew with English subtitles (106 
mins).

Rose, Flora and Yasmin were 
born as a triplet about 60 years ago in Alexandria. 
Their well-off parents gave them names of flowers 
and King Farouk of Egypt gave them his blessing. 
Today they live together in Israel in an apartment 
without men or children. Flora has just retired 
from her work as a midwife, Yasmin awaits a 
kidney transplant, and Rose, once a successful 
singer, is wrapped in silence since the death of 
her husband. One after the other, the three sisters 
come to ‘This is your life’, a place where people 
recount their memoirs, in order to tell their life story to 
Rucha, Rose’s only daughter and to talk about their 
symbiotic relationship. They are also searching for the long 
lost son of one of them who was given away for adoption 
under mysterious circumstances. During this period their 
lives and that of Rucha will change dramatically...

All are welcome to come along (small donation requested 
from non-members) – 7.00 for 7.30 pm as usual with cold 
drinks available.

There’s no film screening in August, so our next date will 
be Sunday 2 September for Trembling before G-d.

Jewish Writers and the man booker international Prize  
by Gillian Rich

My book review of Nemesis by Philip Roth was included 
last issue.  The title, ‘A deserving winner of the 2011 Man 
Booker Prize’ was given to the piece. I presume many 
readers, including me, did a double take, as we know 
that prize was won by The Sense of an Ending by Julian 
Barnes. It was an easy mistake to make. Philip Roth’s 
Nemesis won the 2011 Man Booker International Prize. 
What a difference a word can make.

This International prize, worth £60,000, was introduced in 
2005 and is awarded biennially to a living author whose 
fiction is available in English. Publishers have no 
input; the prize is given at the discretion of the 
judges. It has been awarded four times.  Philip 
Roth was nominated in 2005 and 2007, winning 
in 2011. The prize has been called The Olympics 
of Literature, being awarded for literary excellence 
in a body of work. Mention Philip Roth and the 
usual response is, “I read ‘Goodbye Columbus’ or 
‘Portnoy’s Complaint’ years ago”. The former was 
his first novel published in 1959. In total he has had 
27 novels published, plus numerous short stories 
and some works of non-fiction.

Writers of Jewish origin have been connected 
with this prize from its inception. In its first year, 
five Jewish writers were nominated; Saul Bellow, 
Cynthia Ozick, Philip Roth, Muriel Spark and A.B. 

Yehoshua. In its second year, three Jewish writers were 
nominated: Harry Mulisch, Amos Oz and Philip Roth. In 
its third year, two Jewish writers were nominated: E.L. 
Doctorow and Arnost Lustig. Last year there were two 
Jewish writers nominated; David Malouf and Philip Roth, 
with the latter winning.

We should certainly be proud of this recognition of the 
Jewish contribution to the international literary world.
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Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.webjam.com/bhhc10

reflections on royalty  
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

A few weeks ago the focus of the country turned to 
an 86 year old woman who has held the same job for 
60 years. It was an event that seemed to run counter 
to the predominant ‘youth culture’ and an increasingly 
‘disposable’ society in which we no longer expect to 
have a job, or anything else, for life.

The concept of a Royal Dynasty is an anomaly. If we 
were setting up a country from scratch we would not 
choose this system. Why should one person’s family be 
ensured of continuous tenure as Head of State? Surely 
this runs counter to the ideal of democracy. Who could 
we possibly choose to fill the role of the first monarch?

Democracy, in its true 
sense, does not apply to 
a constitutional monarchy 
as we have in Britain. 
The Monarch has no 
real power as a ruler so ‘rule by the people’ is not a 
relevant argument against it. Democracy in the broader, 
colloquial sense of conforming to the will and mood of 
the people is a different matter. Clearly the monarch is 
not elected and in that sense is undemocratic. 

However, one can argue that the monarchy has 
survived because of its genius to adapt. From John to 
Charles I to Edward VII sovereigns unwilling to conform 
have been put in their place, shown the door or worse! 
The Queen’s Grandfather, George V, concerned that 
the monarchy would be deposed, made some startling 
decisions to ensure its future. Aware of the country’s 
antipathy to Germany, he changed the family name 
from the German Saxe-Coburg and Gotha to the 
English Windsor. He revoked the invitation of refuge to 
his cousin the Russian Czar, which would have saved 
his life and the lives of his family, because he did not 
wish to antagonize the socialists and communists of 
the time who were gaining influence and were naturally 
anti-monarchy. He created the idea of ‘royal service’ to 
the people, giving an old institution new purpose. 

When a member of the family complained about a 
hospital visit on their schedule, Queen Mary exclaimed 
‘the Royal Family love hospitals!’ The emphasis was 
demonstrably shifting from the subservience of the 
people to the sovereign to the sovereign’s service to 
the people. In modern parlance George rebranded the 
monarchy, enabling it to survive in drastically changing 
times. One can indeed argue that a constitutional 
monarchy is more ‘democratic’ than a second term 
president who will never seek election again and no 
longer has the same imperative to conform to the will 
of the people, but that’s another, complicated issue. 
Obviously there are those who may take issue with 
some of this; that is their prerogative. 

What of Elizabeth II? How much dedication, awareness 
and discipline does it require to be Queen for 60 years? 
What is it that fuels that dedication? It is clear that she 
has a tremendous sense of duty to the oath she took 
at her coronation. The life and early death of her father, 
who was not born to be King but had ‘greatness thrust 
upon him’, must have served as a sobering inspiration; 
how could she let down an institution that her father 
gave so much for? 

Whether one is a royalist or republican surely that 
sense of duty and the way she has carried out her 
responsibilities, hardly putting a foot wrong, are worth 

applauding. The Jubilee is 
not so much a celebration of 
royalty but a recognition that 
a young woman thrust into an 
onerous role has lived up to, if 
not exceeded, the expectations 

of her office. Last summer we witnessed the violence 
of those who felt their ‘rights’ were not being 
honoured; this summer we are celebrating 60 years of 
an individual who has honoured her responsibilities. 
Possibly a simplistic statement but one which I believe 
has a lot of truth in it.

As Jews, what can we learn from this? Over the years I 
have often been asked the question ‘isn’t being Jewish 
just an accident of birth?’ Everyone’s situation is an 
‘accident of birth’ or, as I prefer, providential. 

Over 3,300 years ago our ancestors stood at Mount 
Sinai, ready to receive G-d’s Law and He said to them 
‘And you shall be for Me a kingdom of Cohanim and a 
holy nation’(Exodus 19:6).  Although usually translated 
as ‘priests’ the word Cohanim in the context of this 
verse would probably be better translated as ‘leaders’ 
- people with a specific responsibility to the masses. 
To support this idea Rashi quotes Samuel 2 8:18 ‘the 
sons of David were Cohanim’. King David’s sons were 
not priests but they did have leadership responsibilities. 
At Mount Sinai the entire nation of Israel was charged 
with the responsibility of leadership through being an 
example of G-d’s values to the world; the mission of 
being a ‘light unto the nations’ we find in the Book of 
Isaiah. 

Being Jewish entails a role of tremendous responsibility. 
We are born to it and grow into that role at our Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah and then in adulthood, or we accept it 
upon ourselves through conversion. The question is: at 
the end of 60 or hopefully more years, when we look 
back on how we have acquitted ourselves in that role, 
will there be cause to celebrate?

In 60 years she has hardly put a foot wrong.  
When we look back on how we have acquitted 
ourselves after 60 years, will there be cause to 

celebrate?
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hhc
rabbi vivian silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035  Email: hollandroadshul@btinternet.com

the Wannsee conference
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The Roman army destroyed the Second Temple 1,942 
years ago and the Jews of Palestine were killed and 
enslaved. In 1942 the Nazis decided to enslave and 
murder the Jews of Europe.

The Wannsee Conference was held by the Nazis to 
co-ordinate activities of those involved in carrying 
out ‘The Final Solution’ to the Jewish question – the 
extermination of the Jewish people. The conference 
was held at the central office of Interpol, in Wannsee, a 
Berlin suburb.  It was convened by Heydrich in answer 
to Goering’s letter of late 1941 ordering him to prepare 
a complete solution to the Jewish question.

Details of the deliberations became known from 
minutes prepared by Eichmann that were among 
captured German documents. Eichmann drew up 

statistics and sent out the invitations to Wannsee.  
Participants included five members of Gestapo, headed 
by chief of Gestapo Mueller.

Heydrich mentioned that forced emigration had been 
a solution up to then, together with evacuation to the 
East, and, in addition, experience had been gained 
through mass murder operations (called Aktion). The 
eleven million Jews of Europe were to be liquidated, 
but, for the present, armament workers, certain war 
veterans, and Jewish partners in mixed marriages, 
would be sent to the ghetto in Theresienstadt.

During 1942 gas chambers were built on Polish soil 
and, during August that year, Gerhard Riegner’s 
message was smuggled out to the Allies giving 
detailed information on the use of  Zyklon B gas. The 
programme of extermination would continue to the end 
of the war in May 1945.

JULY DIARY
3 Tuesday     Gemara Shiur in The Talmud 

Torah Hall, 11.00 am

8 Sunday   Fast of 17 Tammuz – dawn till 
10.15 pm

17 Tuesday    Ladies Discussion Circle, 10.30 
am followed by Gemara Shiur 

22 Sunday  Stonesetting: Leslie Lewis, 3.30 
pm at Meadowview

28 Shabbat   Fast of 9 Av (Tisha B’Av) - 
begins 8.45 pm Joint Maariv and 
eicha at West Hove

29 Sunday Tisha B’Av - shacharit at West
  Hove. Fast ends at 9.44pm

Sheila and Cyril Jacobs celebrated their Diamond Wedding anniversary last 
month. They were married at Golders Green Synagogue on 9th June 1952
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an invitation to breakfast  
from Nick Beck

Whilst many people are not at their best at breakfast time, 
there are increasing numbers who have found that making 
the effort can be well worthwhile when they meet for a 
business breakfast.

There are various organisations running business 
breakfasts – Business Network International – BNI, 
Business for Breakfast, Chamber of Commerce, Friends of 
the Albion, Juice Business Breakfast to mention a few.

I have been a regular attender at the last two and I can 
tell you it has made a major difference in my business. 
Because of contacts I made at Friends of the Albion, my 
company was able to improve sales by over £20,000 in 
one year.

Most of the breakfasts have 50-80 participants. The first 
20 minutes is spent mingling and talking to old friends 
and contacts, and being introduced to new ones.  Then 
we are seated at tables of 6 or 8, providing a chance to 
talk to people at the table, and by the time breakfast is 
consumed 20 minutes later, I would usually have found 
someone who had an interest in what I was selling, or else 
was useful to me, or who could recommend someone.

As the main part of breakfast comes to an end, there 
would be one or two speakers – usually one talking for 10 
minutes and then another one or two who had important 
notices. 

That usually ends the formal part of the breakfast after 
which there is another chance to mingle.  

If the breakfast begins at 8.00 am you can be away by 
9.15 - 9.30 am.  It is rare that I come away not having 
learned something interesting or met someone who could 
be very useful.

The strange thing is that at these breakfasts there are very 
few people who are Jewish. So that is why I want to start 
a monthly Jewish Breakfast Club for the community, after 
the High Holy Days. We are going to meet at the AJEX 
Centre and I am provisionally giving the launch date as 
Thursday 11 October.

The format will be similar to above. Although all are 
welcome, we are particularly seeking people currently in 
business in any way. If you are selling something, buying 
something, advising people or offering a service you are 
welcome. You don’t have to own the business.

All we suggest is that if you have them, you bring a stock 
of business cards and maybe some material about your 
company to put on the tables.

In addition we will we be offering you a delicious breakfast 
of pastries and breads, a cold buffet and plenty of juice 
or fruit and hot beverages - it will be well worth the 
investment of £10.

I do hope you will join us. I would love to hear from you 
– please get in touch with me at titlenick@yahoo.com, 
especially if you would be interested in being a speaker.

bhrs
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343
Email: office@bh-rs.org www.bh-rs.org

BULLETIN BOARD – JULY 2012

8 Sunday  Toddler Party  3.00 – 4.30 pm

15 Sunday BHRS Tea  2.30 – 4.30 pm

17 Tuesday  BHRS AGM   7.30 pm
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bhPs
rabbi elizabeth tikvah sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk     www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue Twitter@BHPS2011

lishmah sussex:  looking forward to the 
next series…  
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

Lishmah Sussex, the eight week cross communal adult 
study programme held at Ralli Hall will have just ended. It 
was a great success on many levels. It happened because 
people from across the community got together to make 
it happen. It brought together members from all the local 
synagogues for a weekly activity. It stimulated participants 
to engage in the most important pursuit of Jewish life: 
Learning. 

Sessions were led by Liberal, Reform and Orthodox 
teachers – including rabbis from each of these 
denominations. Last but by no means least, we paid our 
way.  Because so many people participated, we were 
able to pay the rent for the use of the rooms at Ralli 
Hall. Moreover, thanks to the generous grant from the 
Community Renewal Fund that paid for the buffet at the 
Lag Ba-Omer launch – and the private donation that 
covered the printing costs – we even have some money 
left over to go towards the next series.

Lishmah Sussex has proved that we can come together 
as a community, not just for one off ad hoc events, 

like the splendid biennial Limmud day, which was the 
inspiration for this venture, but week in and week out. 
We are so fortunate to have a Jewish community centre, 
which is the ideal location for a programme that spans 
all the denominations. The success of Lishmah Sussex 
demonstrates that we must make more use of this 
wonderful resource.

So, what happens next? As I have suggested, we have 
funds to go towards a second series. It could take 
place in the late autumn – say from 1 November to 13 
December. The first series has vindicated the rationale of 
Lishmah Sussex: to bring people together from across the 
community to engage in Jewish learning lishmah – ‘for its 
own sake.’ In order to put on a second series, we need 
people to come forward to form an organising team. If 
you are one of the people, who enjoyed Lishmah Sussex 
and would like to help to make it happen again, please 
volunteer! If you’re one of the people, who missed it first 
time round and are intrigued, why not take a leap and be 
part of the next venture. 

The first planning meeting of the next Lishmah series will 
take place Tuesday 17th July at 7:30 PM at Ralli Hall. If 
you’re interested in participating, please come along! I 
look forward to seeing you!

forthcoming events @ bhPs  
8 July:  A Strawberry Tea will be held at the home of Rabbi 
Elli Sarah and Jess Wood. Please ring the office (01273-
737223) to book your ticket (£3) and to obtain directions.   
The students of Beit Lamed will also be holding a book 
sale and a cake sale at this event.

9 September, 7.00 pm:  Following our previous 
successes, we are presenting another Cabaret featuring 
talent from BHPS. This year we will be performing at the 
Ralli Hall. Tickets £10, children under 16, £5. Ticket price 
includes light refreshments. Please contact the office 
(01273-737223) to purchase tickets.
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What’s on: July 2012  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

shabbat shalom – brighton times
In  Light Candles Out  Havdalah 

Fri 6   8. 57 pm          Sat 7  10.24 pm
Fri 13  8. 52 pm  Sat 14  10.16 pm
Fri 20  8.45 pm       Sat 21  10.06 pm
Fri 27  8.36 pm  Sat 28    9.54 pm

notable Dates: 
Sunday 8 Fast of 17 Tammuz
Sunday 29 Fast of 9 Av
Friday 27  Olympic Games commence – 

40th anniversary of the Munich 
massacre         

regular activities
Sundays

carmel tennis club �  10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. 
Tel: Leon on 07717 222744

brighton Jlgb (Jewish lads and girls brigade)  � The youth club for 8-18 
year olds will return in September.  For more information, please 
contact Diane on 07963 552920 or Alison on 07951 499215 

Mondays

the ethics of our fathers �  with Rabbi Efune 11.30 am - 12.30 pm at 
the Brighton Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 
321919

afternoon club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 410435

rubber and Duplicate bridge �  1.30 - 4.30 pm £2.00 Ralli Hall. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435

contemporary basic talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

tanya (Kabbalah) learning group   � with Penina Efune  - Ladies only 8.15 
pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays

ralli hall lunch and social club �  10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall 

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00 - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall 

Painting with rochelle (Jas)   � 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm Ralli Hall 
Tel: 01273 503708 

israeli Dancing  �  7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall 
Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00 - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall

Khorovod of songs  �  Eastern European Singing Group with Polina 
Shepherd 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm at Ralli Hall (room 12). RH members 
£5.00/non-members £6.00 (second Wednesday of the month) 

Thursdays

mother & baby group (0-2 years) at the torah nursery � , 29 New Church 
Road, Hove. All mums welcome 9.30 am to 11.30 am. 

ralli hall lunch and social club  � 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 (RH)

bridge  � at Ralli Hall 11.00 am

Weekly torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House 
Tel: 01273 321919

events for July 
 
     Sunday 1

south london limmud   � at Pimlico Academy, Lupus 
Street, London SWIV 3AT.  For information click on 
www.limmud.org/day  
 
Wednesday 4
  � Jacs  with guest speaker Barbara Blume presents 
‘My Music’ at the AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members  
 
Friday 6
  � Worthing & District Jewish community  Friday Night 
Service with Rabbi Charles Wallach at 6.00 pm in 
The Gordon Room, Worthing Town Hall followed 
by a Kiddush   
 
Wednesday 11 – Sunday 22
macmillan cancer support art exhibition  � at the 
Jubilee Library, Brighton (see Art for Life’s Sake, 
page 9)  
 
Wednesday 11
Jacs  �  with guest speaker Jane Terry - ‘Clouds’. 
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 
members / £2.50 non-members 
Khorovod singing group �  at Ralli Hall 7.00 am – 9.00  
pm 
 
Sunday 15
lewes speakers festival  � by ticket only from 
Box Office 0844 8700 871 or website www.
lewesspeakersfestival.com/htm/tickets.html 
with:  Baroness Julia Neuberger DBE ‘Is that all 
there is?’10.00 am – 11.15 am and Frederick 
Taylor ‘Exorcising Hitler: the Occupation and 
DeNazification of Germany’ 11.45 am – 1.00 pm
sussex Jewish film club  � “Three Mothers” (Israeli 
film) 7.00 pm – 9.30 pm at Ralli Hall, Denmark 
Villas, Hove 
 
Wednesday 18
Jacs  �  with guest speaker Andrew Holder, Deputy 
Agent, Agency for Central Southern England. 
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 
members / £2.50 non-members 
 
Wednesday 25
Jacs  � What do you think?  Questions & Answers.  
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 
members / £2.50 non-members

COMMUNITY EVENTS – 
 IMPORTANT REMINDER

Contact the Communal Diary before 
planning your events!  

Email: info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Grodzinki’s challot and rye bread
are available from Premier 

Convenience Stores in Hove Street 
every Thursday morning until 

supplies run out. 


