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3Pause for thought

In late April 2012, at the request of the Palestinian Solidarity 
Committee, the Co-Operative expanded its boycott of Israeli 
products.  Previously, the Co-Op had boycotted all products 
from Israeli settlements.  Now, they are boycotting all 
products from four Israeli companies - Agrexco, Arava Export 
Growers, Adafresh and Mehadrin - regardless of whether the 
products come from settlements or not.  

Last month the Manchester Mental Health and Social Care 
Trust cancelled a mediation session that was to be run by 
Professor Moty Cristal.  This was only on the grounds that he 
is Israeli.  Would the same decision would have been made if 
it involved an Israeli Arab? 

Closer to home, the 
concert by the Jerusalem 
Quartet was disrupted 
by anti-Israel protestors.  
And a Jewish woman 
who had recently moved 
to Brighton was the victim of antisemitic vandalism.  Her car 
had been spray painted with swastikas.  She now intends to 
relocate.

The Days of Wine and Cheesecake have come and gone.  
Between Shavuot and Rosh Hashanah are the Three Weeks 
from 17 Tammuz to Tisha B’Av, a period that commemorates 

the worst calamities in Jewish history.  If the Jewish calendar 
is anything to go by, there is an important lesson here.

After forty years in the desert the Children of Israel had 
become a nation.  And like every nation it needed rules, not 
only to survive but also to survive with each other.  That 
was the gift of Torah: laws and ethics based on freedom, 
responsibility, truth and justice.  

But afterwards, what did we Jews do with that freedom?  Is 
it simply coincidence that our calendar symbolises, after we 
became a free nation, our survival has always been equal to 
and dependent upon how much we are prepared to fight for 

our freedom?

It has always been like this.  
Even today, here in the UK, we 
continue to be faced with threats 
to our freedom to be Jewish and 
it means we still have to stand up 

to continue to be free to be Jewish.  As a minority, we cannot 
rely on others. The issues that we face are not just theoretical 
or distant. They have implications for us all and extend to our 
very doorstep. Our strength is dependent on solidarity: on the 
support and sense of involvement of every single member of 
the community.

So now what?

The Days of Wine anD 
CheeseCake have Come anD 

gone.  so noW WhaT?
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your news
Births
•  Mazel tov to Claire and Sam Barsam on the birth of a 

granddaughter, Maya Ruby Miriam, a baby daughter for Jean-Marc 
& Heather 

•  Mazel tov to Rabbi Hershel and Perla  Rader on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Miriam, in London

•  Mazel tov to Rabbi Charles and Marilyn Wallach on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Ilana, in Miami.

•  Carolyne & Alan Davis in Israel wish Mazel tov to great-grandmother 
Evelyn Evans on the birth of Tomi Maidan Evans in Israel, a brother 
for Eitan and Alma.  Mazel tov to the grandparents, aunties and 
uncles too. 

special Birthdays
Mazel tov to David Bellman, Kenneth Brown, Tracey Dawe, Harold 
Day, Samuel Goodman, Sarah Harris-Smith, Norman Keever-Woolf, 
Zachary Kenton, Harry Mason (80), Michael Misler, Stephen Rollings 
and Sioned Vos, all of whom are celebrating special birthdays this 
month.

Wedding anniversaries
Mazel tov to:
•  Sheila and Cyril Jacobs on their Diamond Wedding anniversary.
• Shirley and Kenneth Brown on their Sapphire Wedding anniversary.
•  Stephanie and Brian Megitt on their Ruby Wedding anniversary.

get Well 
We wish refuah sheleimah to Kate Davidson, Sam Jacobs, Jack 
Kaye, Hans Levy, Raphael Magowski, Marilyn Magrill, Joanna Seldon, 
Josh Winstone and Carol Zukor.

Deaths
We wish Long Life to
•  Cyril Jacobs on the death of his sister Myra Burchhardt from 

Sheffield
•  The families of Harold Lawrence z’l, Bernard Lewis z’l, and Rose 

Rogers z’l

your views
exchange sought 
Shalom,

We are a traditional Jewish 
family with two sons.  We live in 
Normandy in the pretty town of 
Caen.

We are looking for a family who 
would like to do an exchange visit 
with our son, Anthony, who is 16 
and needs to make some progress 
in English!!

Would you agree to welcome 
Anthony for a fortnight during 
July?  We will happily take your child during August or other holiday 
periods.  We could organise trips out in the area and also a few days 
in Paris.

We will be happy to get to know you by internet.  Our email 
addresses are:  anthonyghanem@hotmail.fr and pyghanem@free.fr

The Ghanem family
Caen, France

our view
Local support for Jewish Pensioner 
We wish a refuah sheleimah to the Jewish lady who was very 
distressed when she discovered, on 8 May, that her car had been 
sprayed with swastika graffiti and that her tyres had been slashed, 
in Whitehawk. The local community was shocked at this antisemitic 
crime. 

Cllr Warren Morgan, a Labour member for the ward on Brighton 
& Hove City Council, said that thankfully incidents of racism were 
relatively low in the city as a whole. He added that racism would 
not be tolerated and that he wanted the strongest possible action 
to be taken against the offender. A spokesman for Brighton & Hove 
City Council said that the neighbourhood policing team would be 
investigating the incident, supporting the victim and bringing the 
perpetrators to justice. 

Stone Setting
The memorial stone in cherished memory of Alfred 

Huberman, and his family who perished in the Holocaust, 
will be consecrated at 3.00 pm on Sunday 10 June at 

Meadow View Cemetery, Brighton.

Looking for job share
South African Jewish lady looking for job share.  

Two weeks on / two weeks off. Five years’ experience with agency. 
Own transport. 

(Can’t do animals, sorry allergic)

Looking for cheerful lady who enjoys going out, likes a good home-
cooked meal and some good company, enjoys life. 

Have references and CRB. Replies to robin.44@hotmail.co.uk ASAP.  
Available now.
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a good idea - son
David Schaverien has come up with a 
wonderful and helpful idea for Helping 
Hands, for which we thank him. How’s 
that for turning the tables! 

David says that we all remember the 
JNF Blue Boxes that we used to have 
in our homes, into which we would 

drop the odd pennies and half-pennies. Every so often, 
someone would come and empty them (I seem to remember 
the late Jack Rosen z’l used to come to our house). The 
general idea of fundraising in this form seems to have been 
overlooked but if twenty or so volunteers were to have a 
Helping Hands Box for the odd pennies, the money would 
soon mount up. 

David has offered to arrange for the collection of the boxes. 

Once he has them, as banks/building societies refuse to 
accept coins, he will take them to Sainsbury’s in Portslade, 
which has an automatic coin-counting machine. It deducts a 
processing fee (David is prepared to pay it) and produces a 
slip, which can be redeemed for cash at customer services. 
David will then send a cheque for this amount to Helping 
Hands.
 
If anyone is interested in being a “Helping Hands Box 
Holder”, please get in touch with us at the Helping Hands 
Hotline on 01273 747722.

We are thrilled with the results of the Helping Hands Pub 
Quiz, which raised a considerable amount of money. There 
has been quite a bit of feedback, which we have taken on 
board. The main problem seemed to be that it started so late. 
Next time we will have the quiz in the winter when Shabbat 
goes out earlier.

Jewish historical society
By Gordon Franks 
At the meeting of the Sussex Branch of the Society, held 
at Ralli Hall on Tuesday 24 April 2012, the Society was 
addressed by Mark Perry-Nash, whose talk was entitled 
Stranger Among Friends.

Mark’s fascinating presentation detailed his interesting life 
story, focusing on how Jews and Judaism had been a major 
influence on him, a non-Jew. Born in Surrey, he had moved 
in early childhood to a suburb of Chicago. His early school 
experiences at a private school were not happy as he was 
much bullied. A subsequent move to an area where 94% 
of the population were Jewish and attendance at a public 
(i.e. state) school, brought more fulfilling times. This lengthy 
contact with Jewish families and values left him with a lasting 
impression that continues to this day.

The eventual discovery that a great-grandmother was in fact 
Jewish (having married out) cemented Mark’s appreciation of 
our faith and what it stands for. The importance of children as 

essential participants in the celebration of Shabbat and the 
Festivals struck him forcefully – this attitude being in stark 
contrast to the ‘be seen and not heard’ attitude in non-Jewish 
society.

He made mention of a number of influential figures in his life, 
not least a Mr Feldman, whose vigorous stand when others 
were counselling caution, against a proposed march by Nazi 
sympathisers in the suburb of Skokie, where Mark had spent 
much of his youth, taught him further valuable life lessons.

This moving talk was widely considered to have been one of 
the best amongst many of the inspiring addresses, which the 
Branch has been privileged to hear.

The Ralli Hall
Lunch and Social Club

 
Asked you for your support
and was overwhelmed by

your generosity and kindness

We would like to say a big
Thank You

for all your donations.

The Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club is vital to 
our members and to the community.

With your help we can keep
our doors open.

Malcolm Green
Catering

The selection of your menu is an important part in the 
planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. 

We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements 
and help create the function you will be proud of. Let us 

introduce you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s 
leading Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher 

destination wedding specialist.
Join us for our glatt kosher June/July tour of “Mystical Ireland” 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST
Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823

 koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

www.kosherexperiences.co.il

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN 

(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
 www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/
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aJeX
by Sidney Lipman 

Our AGM, on 22 April, was attended by many members and the 
main topic for discussion, on which we all agreed, was that AJEX 
needs more outside support. The main stalwarts, who continue to 
do a fantastic job, are all of a certain age and we need one or two 
of you out there, who could spare an hour or two once a month, 
to input ideas and help with accounts and general paperwork. If 
you think you could help us, please pick up the phone and call 
Sidney Lipman on 01273 772798.

Some of you may not realise exactly what AJEX represents or 
does within the community, so for those of you who are unsure, 
please read on:

AJEX needs YOUR help
 
•  To combat intolerance, prejudice, discrimination and 

particularly anti-Semitism
•  To uphold the rights of Jewry throughout the world
•  To assist Jewish ex-servicemen and women and their 

dependants in need
•  To provide housing units for the elderly and disabled
•  To encourage in Jewish young people a sense of duty and 

responsibility

AJEX is the National Organisation of those who have served and 
keep on serving.
The aims and objects of AJEX were first published in 1952. They 
are as relevant today as they were then. 

hyman fine volunteers’ Lunch
by Beverly Barnett 

On Sunday 29 April, approximately fifty volunteers at Hyman 
Fine House enjoyed a thank you lunch, provided by the fund 
raising committee, at the Ralli Hall and were welcomed by the 
chair, Shirley Burke.

The occasion was to give a vote of thanks to all the volunteers 
who give their time to the Home in a variety of ways from 
art classes to discussion groups. The volunteers were 
joined by some of the staff from Hyman Fine, as well as two 
representatives from Jewish Care Head Office, who are involved 
with the volunteering element across the organisation.

The Volunteer of the Year award was presented to Joy Markham, 
who provides relaxation and healing therapy for the residents. 
Joy has been involved with Hyman Fine for many years and is 
always a welcome visitor.

Although the weather was awful, it was good to see so many 
people coming along and enjoying good company and excellent 
food.

Beverly Barnett is the Volunteer Co-ordinator for Hyman Fine 
House.

Bexhill and District Jewish 
friends
by Bernice Lee

We held a very successful and enjoyable second night Seder 
which was attended by all our members, family and friends.  
We also held a luncheon at a local restaurant to celebrate the 
anniversary of our group.
 
Our meetings, which are held on every third Friday in the month, 
are well attended, and after the service and refreshments there is 
always plenty of lively discussion and varied entertainment. 

The ladies of our group meet every month at members’ houses 
for tea and a chat and arrange different outings and theatre trips 
etc..

For further information regarding our group, please contact 07724 
172880

Ralli hall
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman

This is my final chance to remind you that the 2012 Annual 
General Meeting of B&HJCF will take place at Ralli Hall on 
Wednesday, 27 June, at 8.10pm. As mentioned last month, it 
would appear that the more successful and less controversial 
we become, the fewer members attend the AGM. Perhaps this 
year the mould will be broken and a room-full will attend, but I 
am not holding my breath. I suppose that the Board should just 
be pleased that the membership and the community generally 
have full trust in it to run the Jewish Centre for their benefit, in an 
appropriate manner.

Although the members of B&HJCF are due to receive their 
AGM papers about now, these will include an abridged version 
of the annual accounts. The full version will be available on 
request. The Board, and particularly our Hon. Treasurer, who will 
endeavour to answer your financial questions at the meeting, are 
delighted to note that our income from room lets has held up well 
compared with our exceptional previous year, despite the state 

of the economy. This helped us to carry out last year’s major 
upgrade to the toilets, including the provision of the new toilet 
for the disabled. Also, you may find the schedule of income and 
expenditure rather confusing, as it includes that of the Ralli Hall 
Lunch and Social Club for the first half (or so) of the year, before 
it became a separate charity in its own right, now running its own 
affairs and preparing its own accounts.

I am pleased to inform you that the work on the servery upgrade 
to a new strictly vegetarian kitchen has gone very well and the 
major construction, particularly the stainless steel fabrication, 
should now be completed. I am expecting that the new kitchen 
should be ready for use well before the AGM. Apart from the 
day to day use of the facility by the various clubs that use the 
Centre, it will be available for hire with the Great Hall and/or the 
Magrill Lounge for functions of all kinds where the hirers do not 
need to provide food prepared under kashrut. I will give you 
more information in future months about the use of the kitchen 
generally.

See you at Ralli Hall, and hopefully at the AGM.
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In 2011 I was in the audience at the recital given by The 
Jerusalem Quartet at the Music Room. Outside the Royal 
Pavilion, a group of ‘Solidarity with Palestinians’ protestors, 
demanding a boycott of academic and cultural activities with 
Israel (anti-Israel activists), tried to block my entrance and were 
handing out leaflets. Notwithstanding these protests, the Music 
Room was full and a wonderful concert went ahead without 
interruption.

I was so looking forward to having the privilege of hearing the 
Quartet returning to The Brighton Festival at the Corn Exchange 
venue, which made it possible to hold an increased capacity 
audience.

Sadly, the concert was not a 
sell-out but there was a larger 
audience than that of last year. 
The venue is very cavernous 
and possibly not the most 
appropriate for Chamber 
Music. It lacked the intimacy of The Music Room.

Again a group of protestors was harassing concertgoers outside 
the hall and handing out leaflets.

I was surprised to hear a Director of the Festival, Andrew 
Comben, announce to the concertgoers that it was possible that 
protestors would disrupt the performance. He expressed the 
hope that the music would be enjoyed without interruption.

As soon as the Quartet commenced playing their first work, the 
Schumann Piano Quintet, with the assistance of the Russian 
pianist Alexander Melnikov, the protests began. Throughout the 
first movement interruptions took place. Perhaps because I am 
Jewish I was stressed and frightened by the situation, but to 
my amazement the Quartet continued to play as if nothing was 
amiss. My heart beat faster and I was in a flight or fight state, 
which did interfere with my enjoyment of the gorgeous music. I 
think it was the worry that I did not know what action would be 
taken next. I did not appreciate how stressed I had become until I 
looked at the collar of my shirt which was marked with sweat!

Clearly, the Quartet was creating superb music. At the end of 
the first movement there was spontaneous applause. Further 
interruptions occurred but the end of the first half of the concert 
was received equally warmly.

During the interval many Jewish members of the audience 
discussed the disappointment, sadness and mixed emotional 
feelings that they had experienced during the first half of the 
concert. It is true that the ushers had removed protestors as 
soon as was practical but not before we had been subjected to 
shouted slogans and unfurled banners.

I spoke with the Dome and Corn Exchange manager and asked 
him why there was no police presence. He advised that they had 
been called but had not attended.

The second half of the concert was the beautiful and serene 
Schumann Piano Quartet. The first movement went smoothly 
without incident until the end of that movement when a member 
of the audience had pulled out a Palestinian flag and ran down 
the centre aisle unfurling this before being forcibly removed.

Thereafter the Quartet was able to show the great musicianship 
of its players and finish the concert undisturbed. We are lucky 
that they came to Brighton.

A strong and rapturous applause broke out and after several 
curtain calls a member of the Quartet thanked the audience for 
their warm reception and then replayed the first movement of the 
Piano Quintet, which was indeed a treat.

When I spoke to other members of the audience, they seemed 
to take a philosophical view of the protestors’ behaviour and to 
have enjoyed the concert despite the interruptions.

The Brighton Festival may well 
avoid hiring Israeli artists in the 
future and this would be a very 
great pity. At the very least there 
should be greater care to prevent 
protestors entering the concert hall.

The Argus carried a news article referring to the protest the 
next day but subsequently carried a music review which was 
warm, sympathetic and supportive of the Quartet and Quintet’s 
performance.  

Let us hope that sufficient representation is made to ensure that 
the Brighton Festival Committee is undeterred from inviting Israeli 
artistes to the Festival on another occasion.

Brighton festival: The Jerusalem Quartet
by Susan Conway

The Brighton Festival may well avoid hiring 
Israeli artists in the future and this would be a 
very great pity. At the very least there should 
be greater care to prevent protestors entering 

the concert hall.

HELP NEEDED  

Trade Union Friends of Israel (TUFI) 
at the GMB Conference, Brighton

 The GMB conference will be held in Brighton from 
Sunday 10 June until Thursday 14 June.  The Trade Union 
Friends of Israel (TUFI) will be having a stand throughout 

the conference.  
 

TUFI needs volunteer help from our community.  

TUFI is trying to set up a rota of volunteers.  TUFI needs 
help from people who can assist for a day, a morning or an 
afternoon.  There will be a member of staff with you, but 

sometimes they get busy and volunteers are needed to hand 
out literature and/or ask delegates to sign up to receive 

TUFI emails.
 

Anyone interested in helping out at the conference can 
go to the TUFI website at www.tufi.org.uk for more 

information or please contact Doreen Gerson on 07850 
296809.
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An NHS conference on conflict resolution for managers and 
union representatives has turned into a sobering lesson in 
how conflicts are decidedly not resolved. The guest lecturer at 
the conference, organised by the Manchester Mental Health 
and Social Care Trust, was to be Moty Cristal, an expert in 
negotiation theory and mediation. But under pressure from 
one of the participating unions, Unison, his invitation was 
unceremoniously withdrawn. The reason? He is an Israeli.

At no stage, it should be emphasised, was any concern 
raised about Professor Cristal himself. He is, by all accounts, 
an expert in his field. He has lectured around the world and 
in the UK, including to the Muslim Council of Britain, and has 
been an active participant in Israeli-Palestinian negotiations 
and back-channel dialogue. It was his Israeli nationality alone, 
he was informed, which made his participation “unacceptable 
given Unison and TUC policy on the Middle East conflict”.

This is not the first time a supposedly political boycott has 
seamlessly morphed into bigotry and prejudice. When two 
Israeli academics were “unappointed” from the editorial 
boards of journals at Manchester University, – again purely on 
the grounds of their citizenship – one of them, Gideon Toury, 
observed wryly: “I was 
appointed as a scholar and 
unappointed as an Israeli.”

The surfacing of pure 
discrimination in the guise 
of a political cause is only one warning siren about boycott 
campaigns claiming to advance a progressive agenda. 
Another is the revealing selectivity with which they are 
applied. But the most frustrating is the troubling way in which 
such campaigns inevitably set out to silence the very voices 
that anyone truly seeking peace would want to support.

A current example is the campaign to press the Globe 
Theatre to withdraw an invitation to the Habima theatre 
company, the oldest Hebrew language theatre group in the 
world, from performing as part of the World Shakespeare 
Festival accompanying the London 2012 Olympics. Of the 
37 participating theatre companies, Habima is the only one 
subject to such a call. Yet Habima, with its cast of Arab and 
Jewish actors, and a repertory which repeatedly challenges 
Israeli establishment dogmas, is precisely the kind of 
voice that progressives should be supporting, rather than 
undermining.

So, too, is the Histadrut, Israel’s trade union, which 
represents many thousands of Israeli Arab members. It has 
close relations with its Palestinian counterpart, the PGFTU, 
working with it to advance the rights of Palestinian workers, 
and on other joint initiatives to advance coexistence and 
workers’ rights. Yet a concerted campaign is urging the TUC 
to break all ties with the Histadrut, while Unison already 
practises such a boycott.

By their nature, boycotts target places of connection and 
interaction, the very arenas in which dialogue and dissent 
are most likely to occur. Their insistent focus on censoring 
academics, cultural events and professional ties target 
in practice the very elements of society which anyone 

interested in fostering 
understanding should 
be wanting to bolster.

There is, to be sure, 
an appealing simplicity 
about a boycott 
strategy. It requires very 
little effort, demands 
no grappling with 
annoying complexities, 
or the making of 
challenging distinctions 
between moderates 
and extremists. Most 
appealing of all, it 
absolves one of any 
need to examine 
possible shortcomings on one’s own side.

Yet anyone concerned about building Palestinian society, 
rather than simply trying to demolish Israel, realises the 
futility of this approach. Though a staunch opponent of Israel, 

Edward Said cared enough about 
advancing Palestinian interests to 
recognise this: “What have years 
of refusing to deal with Israel done 
for us?” he asked. “Nothing at all, 
except to weaken us and weaken 

our perception of our opponent.”

It is sad – and revealing – that supposed pro-Palestinian 
activists campaigning to prevent the Habima theatre from 
performing are doing nothing to support Ashtar Theatre of 
Ramallah, which is having difficulty selling tickets in the same 
festival. Those who care about building the foundations for 
reconciliation and peace will recognise that these are the 
voices they should be working to amplify, not to silence.

This article appeared in The Guardian on 8 May 2012 and the 
Israeli Embassy’s UK Newsletter.  It has been reproduced by 
kind permission of the Israeli Embassy in the UK.

This TuC boycott has morphed into bigotry  
by Daniel Taub, Ambassador of Israel to the United Kingdom

Discriminating against Israelis in the name of 
the Palestinian cause hurts any progressive 

agenda for a negotiated peace
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There is a nationwide initiative to contact the Co-Op and 
apply pressure on them to reconsider their boycott policy of 
Israeli companies.  The following is a suggested letter and 
details of how to contact the regional board members.

Dear
As a member of the Co-Op (leave out if not a member) I wish 
to inform you of my disappointment that the Co-Op has 
instigated a boycott of Israeli companies; Agrexco, Arava 
Export Growers, Adafresh and Mehadrin.

This decision marks a further escalation in the Co-Op’s 
discriminatory singling out of Israel and its pandering to 
extremist groups with vested interests in delegitimising Israel.

This policy, if implemented, will seriously damage the many 
Palestinian farmers and others, who play a pivotal role in 
growing most of the exports from the region in question, and 
could potentially destroy the economy in the West Bank.  This 
is particularly true regarding Agrexco, which is the company 
the Palestinians use to export their produce and flowers.

British consumers must not be used as pawns in a political 
game which benefit extremist groups and I wish to add my 
name to those who condemn this boycott.

I would welcome a reply from you and await your response.

Yours sincerely    

Please write to Co-Operative Group Board members Mr 
Duncan Bowdler, Mr Patrick Grange and Mr Dave Pownall 
at The Co-Operative Group, Customer Relations, Freepost 
MR9473, Manchester M4 8BA.  Alternatively, you can email 
customer.relations@co-op.co.uk 

If you are a member of the Co-Op you can also address your 
concerns to the The Co-Operative Membership Department, 
5th Floor New Century House, Corporation Street, 
Manchester M60 4ES.

Thank you for your help in assisting us in trying to change the 
Co-Op’s discriminatory policy. 

As the new Prevent & Engagement Officer for the Brighton 
and Hove Division, I hope to contribute a regular article to 
Sussex Jewish News. 

Prevent & Engagement is part of a wider national government 
strategy. Broadly, it encompasses the aim of responding 
to the ideological challenge of terrorism and the threat we 
face from those who promote it. It aims to prevent people 
from being drawn into terrorism. We want to ensure we give 
appropriate support and advice once someone or something 
is identified as at risk. We will work with sectors and 
institutions where there are risks of radicalisation which police 
need to address.

I am part of a team. Many of you may already know my 
Sergeant, Pete Castleton.  Over at Brighton University PC 
Donna Bagguley has been developing good work.  My 
colleague David Law, appropriately enough, is covering the 
East Sussex area and welcomes the opportunity to develop 
contacts within the community. Crawley also has a team of 
engagement officers which include PC’s Sarah Brewster and 
Mike Mackie and PCSO’s Michele Jack and Tony Cook. 

All of us want to further get to know people and communities. 
We want to hear from you with your concerns or feedback, 
reports or criticisms. We can be contacted by email - in my 
case it is neil.kentish@sussex.pnn.police.uk. Just take out my 
name and put in the officers name for your area. 

I also want to discuss within this column reports relevant 
to the community. So, I can tell you that in response to 
the atrocity in Toulouse I visited all the synagogues within 
this area. Arising from that, I listened to and addressed the 
concerns of the teachers at the Torah Academy. 

An active investigation is ongoing to a 
report of criminal damage in the Brighton 
area. This limits what can be disclosed but 
Nazi symbols were daubed on the property 
of a Jewish resident in one locality of our 
city. This appears to be an isolated incident but we are keen 
to hear from anyone with information in relation to this crime 
or indeed of any similar hate motivated incident. 

Meanwhile, in another incident, anti-Israel activists disrupted 
a performance this week by the Jerusalem Quartet at 
England’s largest arts festival. The Israeli classical ensemble 
was playing at the Brighton Festival on  when the protest 
took place.  Eight demonstrators from the Brighton and 
Hove Palestine Solidarity Campaign shouted “Israel is guilty 
of war crimes against the Palestinians” and chanted “Free 
Palestine”. They were thrown out by security guards.

Community action on the Co-operative’s boycott of israeli 
products

sussex Police and the Jewish community
by PC Neil Kentish
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235-237 Hangleton Rd .. Hove .. BN3 7LR
(Next to TEXACO petrol station)

You may have heard of this group of women, founded some 
12 years ago in an attempt to represent the whole spectrum of 
Jewish women as well as some non-Jewish women who are 
interested in Jewish culture. Over the past three years Maxine 
Toff, who organises the group, has been collating some of the 
writings of the members and has recently launched a booklet 
interspersed with jokes and other pithy sayings for which she 
modestly takes full credit!  Maxine introduced this booklet on 1 
April, at a meeting of the members, for £5, which is to cover the 
cost of printing and production. It was a pleasure to read and 
review it for SJN.

My initial impression of this work was of the diversity and breadth 
of its contributors. Maxine is very clear, when describing the 
members of the group, to emphasise that there is no requirement 
for them to be secular or affiliated to any synagogue, or indeed 
to follow any religious beliefs at all. Indeed, she is emphatic that 
the strength and attraction of this group lies in its differences. As 
she says in her introduction, affiliated and non-affiliated Jews, 
Christians, Moslems and Hindus are all part of the tapestry of 
this group of women. But having spent a thoroughly enjoyable 
couple of hours in Maxine’s company I was left in no doubt that, 
despite the wide variation in her membership, her own Jewish 
background and sympathies permeate the group and suffuse it 
with a clearly Jewish atmosphere that cannot be displaced.  

It was interesting to see that many of the stories reflect people’s 
nostalgia for their traditional Jewish backgrounds. For some 
contributors, this involved memories of traditional Jewish foods 
and cooking and many women evoked nostalgic memories of the 
past in this way. It was also notable that one woman had tried to 
suggest removing the word “Jewish” from the name of the group 

but was honest enough to admit that this idea had been rapidly 
dismissed by members!   

I loved the ’Men’s Page’ and the agony Auntie Shmoodrick! The 
jokes have a Jewish sharpness and dryness that is very familiar.  
Some stories focussed on people’s struggles to cope with illness 
and family problems and are written with poignant sensitivity. I 
was impressed by the way people were able to explore these 
most sensitive topics in their writings and I think this has been 
possible because of the supportive non-judgemental structure of 
the group, which creates a safe place for such disclosures.

It is reassuring to 
find that there is a 
place in Sussex for 
such a group, with 
its membership of 
110 people of whom 
over 40 are active 
members. While 
other organisations 
are struggling to find 
members, JWFIS is 
thriving. All credit to 
Maxine and her group 
of supporters. If you 
wish to buy this book, 
or to join JWFIS, then 
contact Maxine on 
maxinetoff@gmail.
com.

Jewish Women friends in sussex – a Collection of Writings
Review by Sue Rea 

a deserving winner of the 2011 
man Booker Prize
Nemesis by Philip Roth. Review by Gillian Rich

I picked this book up as I was browsing in our local library, 
attracted by its cover and the author. So gripping was it that I 
read it in a few hours and it continues to haunt me.

The story is based in Newark, New Jersey during the Summer of 
1944. World War II is raging and American soldiers are fighting 
on two fronts, Europe and the Pacific. The novel is centred on a 
young Jewish man, Bucky Cantor. His poor eyesight prevents him 
from joining his friends going to war. He works as a PE teacher, 
running a playground programme over the summer months. He 
seems to be making a success of his life, despite his humble 
beginnings. Everyone likes him; he is good at his job and he has 
a lovely girlfriend, daughter of a Jewish doctor.

Everything changes when a terrible epidemic of polio attacks the 
children in his charge. The title, Nemesis, refers to this crippling, 
deadly disease. Roth relates the virus stalking the youth to 
death stalking the young men fighting the war. He also alludes 
to the terror following the Jews in Europe. Newark is his home 
town and he certainly evokes the atmosphere in the Jewish 
neighbourhood, Weequahic. This was largely middle class prior 
to the 1960s, home to many synagogues, yeshivas, and Jewish 

restaurants. The Jewish 
community built the largest 
hospital in Newark, Beth Israel 
Medical Center, which was in 
Weequahic. Philip Roth grew 
up in Weequahic, graduated 
from Weequahic High School 
in 1950, and many of his novels 
are set there.

Polio was a regular visitor during 
the hot summer months, before 
a vaccine was developed in the 
early 1950s. It caused panic and 
fear among parents and often 
resulted in any gathering of young 
people being cancelled. Many of us 
remember swimming pools being 
closed when we were children. 
There was no major epidemic in 
Newark in 1944, but Roth may have 
based his story on the one in 1916.

Needless to say, the repercussions of the epidemic change 
Bucky’s life irredeemably. I am not going to say any more about 
the storyline, as I do not wish to spoil it for any potential reader. 
This is a fine piece of writing by a master of story telling and I 
highly recommend it.
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how Chicken soup helps fight 
off Colds

In Jewish tradition, chicken soup has long been considered a 
valuable aid to recovery from the common cold and other mild 
viral infections. It is often referred to in jest as “Jewish penicillin”.

Jewish medicinal use of chicken soup dates back to the 
renowned 12th century rabbi, physician and philosopher, Moses 
Maimonides, who recommended it in his book ‘On the Cause of 
Symptoms’. He claimed that it “neutralises body constitution” as 
well as having general nutritional benefits.

But Maimonides was by no means the first medic to promote 
chicken soup. As early as AD60, the Greek physician 
Dioscorides, employed in the court of the Roman emperor Nero, 
hailed it as a treatment for respiratory illness.

Modern research suggests that Maimonides and Dioscorides 
were not wrong. Chicken soup really does help in fighting colds, 
partly because chicken meat contains the amino acid cysteine, 
a mild decongestant. And a recent study has demonstrated that 

the soup also has anti-inflammatory properties that can help 
to ease congestion. Research by Stephen Rennard, professor 
of medicine at the University of Nebraska, focused on how 
neutrophils respond in the presence of chicken soup. They 
usually rush to airways to destroy an invading virus but they also 
trigger inflammatory response symptoms, such as coughing, 
sneezing and nasal congestion. Dr Rennard found that his wife’s 
home-made soup slowed cell migration and reduced congestion, 
thereby helping eliminate one of the symptoms. However, his wife 
was probably not pleased with another of his findings: that some 
store-bought chicken soups were much more effective than her 
own.

But Dr Rennard failed to prove that the neutrophil response was 
directly due to the soup’s chicken content. He acknowledges that 
the vegetables in traditional recipes also contain potentially active 
compounds such as vitamins and antioxidants.

With thanks to Alan Bass for alerting us to this article, which is 
reproduced by kind permission of The Pharmaceutical Journal, 
14 April 2012 (Vol 288).

The Diary of anne frank 
Devonshire Park Theatre, Eastbourne 
Review by Nina Liebenberg, aged 15 years

The play was amazing: I have always wanted to see the play 
of Anne Frank and this production certainly did justice to the 
story. It was interesting to see how the director displayed Anne’s 
journey through the Secret Annex but because it was a theatre 
production rather than a diary, it was easier to see how the rest 
of her family managed. This production showed just how difficult 
it was for two families to live together in dignity in such cramped 
and abnormal conditions.

As I walked in I looked at the set and saw that there were books 
underneath the stage, which gave the impression that they read 
a lot, one of the few things they could do during the day.  There 
were also items hanging from the ceiling including a bike; it took 
me a while to realise that this was there to symbolise Anne’s 
dream one day to “ride a bike again”. There was also a German 
soldier in the corner sitting stock still, his presence being quite 
compelling and making the audience constantly aware of the 
frightening reality all around them.

When I read Anne’s diary I saw everything from her point of view, 
which made me empathise with her. What I felt in this production 
was the ability to look at the story from a less biased viewpoint in 
a way and to understand better the other characters in the story. 
Anne’s bubbly personality was well portrayed but it was easy to 
see how she could get on everyone’s nerves. This allowed us as 
an audience to empathise with the other characters especially 
Anne’s mother, with whom she didn’t see eye to eye. The family 
try to hide their stress and terror from Anne in the beginning and 
she seems oblivious to the dangers and quite excited about the 
whole thing. As the play progresses we see Anne waking up to 

reality and trying to turn this around by pretending to be fine, but 
through her diary she allows us to see that she does understand 
and is in fact terrified. 

A powerful aspect about this production was that it had a 
definitive ending. We see the Frank family joyful at the prospect 
of the war ending and eating strawberries together. This 
engenders a summery feeling of anticipation and fun. 

We are caught off guard when the soldier enters and the 
audience feels the families’ terror. Being so close to freedom and 
then having it snatched away seems an even bigger tragedy. This 
has been feared for 
so long but only when 
they relax does it 
actually happen.

Otto Frank was the 
sole survivor and his 
soliloquy at the end 
highlights the strength 
and dignity he has 
shown throughout the 
period of the play. We 
also see how difficult 
it was for him to live 
on without his family. 
This play portrays the 
strength of human 
dignity in the face 
of extreme brutality. 
Thus, although this 
happened nearly 
seventy years ago 
people still relate to it.  

Alison Levinson
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Celebrating The second elizabethan age  
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

This year, the month of June is marked by a special two-day 
bank holiday to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
Here we are: The second Elizabethan Age – which is set to 
continue, as Queen Elizabeth II, indefatigable still at 86, is not 
yet ready for retirement.

I was born in 1955, and like, many other baby girls in the 
50s, my parents named me after the Queen.  I was even 
called by her pet name, Lilibet. As people gathered to watch 
the Coronation of the young Queen on that sparkling new 
invention, television, those, who had lived through the bleak 
1930s and the horrors of World War II, dared to look forward 
and hope that their daughters and their sons would inhabit a 
better and more peaceful world.

They were right to be hopeful. Despite the continuing eruption 
of famine, war and genocide across the globe, shadowing 
each succeeding decade, the past 60 years have also 
witnessed stunning social change: the development of a 
vibrant youth culture in the 50s and 60s, the rise of women’s 
liberation and gay liberation in the 70s and 80s, and a re-
assertion of the values of compassion and community in the 
1990s. During the first years of the 21st century, following 
the terrorist attacks of 9/11 2001, the spirit of renewal has 

seemed less evident Nevertheless, the rapid advances in 
technology, which have their sinister side, also herald new 
liberating opportunities for individuals and communities 
throughout the world.

So how does it all look from a Jewish perspective, this 
second Elizabethan Age? Of course, there are so many 
different Jewish perspectives. As those who attend 
synagogue on Shabbat and the festivals know, the prayers 
of the community following the Torah service, begin with 
a prayer for the Royal family and the government of the 
country. As a minority living in other peoples’ lands, the 
fate of individual Jewish communities in our various ‘host’ 
countries has always depended, both, on the nature of the 
majority culture and on those in power. Whether or not one is 
a royalist, there is no doubt that, for the most part, Jews have 
experienced safety and security in Britain during the past 60 
years. We have also become part of the nation’s fabric. The 
greatest challenge we face is finding ways of participating 
in the wider society, which has become increasingly 
multicultural, as Jews – as proud Jews, who embrace our 
sacred inheritance and also embrace the liberating spirit of 
the times. As Queen Elizabeth II marks her Diamond Jubilee, 
may we all celebrate her personal achievement, the advances 
in British society during her reign – and the continuing life of 
the Jewish community.

future events @ BhPs  
On Sunday 8 July at 3.00 pm, a Strawberry Tea will be held at 
the home of Rabbi Elli and Jess.  Admission is £3 at the door. 
Please ring Chandra in the office to book your place as this 
is important for catering and to obtain details of the address 
and directions.

There will also be a cake and book sale during the tea 
organised by the children of Beit Lamed. The children will 
bring books and cakes to sell in aid of the building fund.

Sunday 9 September. BHPS is holding another cabaret 
which this year will be held at Ralli Hall.

What did you miss? 
by Godfrey Gould 
In all the hype about the Brighton Festival and the Jewish 
connection, two performances have surprisingly been 
ignored. 

The highlight of the Festival this year should be the concert 
on 23 May by the Philharmonia Orchestra conducted by 
Vladimir Ashkenazy (not an unreasonable name for a Jew?). 

The main work to be performed brings together two of 
the greatest 
philosemites of the 
twentieth century, 
Dmitri Shostakovitch 
and Yevgeni 
Yevtushenko. In his 
13th Symphony, 
Shostakovitch sets 
to music five poems 
by Yevtushenko, the 
whole work taking 
its name from the 
first of these, Babi 
Yar. It begins -

Over Babi Yar there are no monuments
The steep precipice is like a crude gravestone.
I am terrified.
I am as old today
as all Jewish people.

and ends:

The ‘International’ - let it thunder
when forever will be buried
the last of the anti-semites on earth.

There is no Jewish blood in mine,
but I am adamantly hated
by all anti-semites as if I were a Jew.

That is why I am a true Russian!

Read the whole work and you should be moved to tears.

And what genius of programming incompetence managed to 
arrange for the four performances by Klezmer Circus to be on 
Erev Shabbat and Shabbat itself? Even given that the whole 
Festival always coincides with the Omer, how insensitive can 
you get?

Unfortunately, it will be too late for those who have not already 
done so to take advantage of this information. Better luck 
next year?

Culture

Dmitri Shostakovitch
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grasshoppers  
by Rabbi Hershel Rader

The greater part our lives are filled with the mundane; 
activities and occurrences which, although necessary, 
serve merely to maintain the pattern and trajectory 
of our existence. This applies both to individuals and 
groups. Whether smaller or medium sized groups such 
as families, businesses and communities or much 
larger groupings such as multinational corporations, 
nations and global alliances. 

Then there are events which are pivotal or world 
changing. They may be premeditated consequences of 
our actions or unforeseen. They may be ‘visited’ upon 
us by the actions of others or natural phenomena, but 
they have an ‘earth shattering’ effect and cause the 
lives of the few or the many to be changed dramatically 
forever. Over 3000 years ago, as told in the Sidra of 
Sh’lach L’cha, just such an 
event took place, an event 
which altered the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of 
our ancestors. 

Here are the Israelites, barely a year after the exodus 
from Egypt, encamped by the border of the Promised 
Land. They approach their leader Moshe and request 
that he send spies to reconnoitre the land before they 
enter it. Moshe turns to G-d for guidance and is told 
‘it’s up to you, if you want to send spies you may 
do so’. Moshe accedes to the people’s request and 
chooses representatives of each tribe to act as spies, 
giving them specific instructions as to the nature of 
their mission. 

We know the story, the spies return and ten of the 
twelve deliver a report which, instead of facilitating 
a strategy for conquest of the land, denied its very 
possibility. ‘We are not able to go up against that 
people, for they are stronger than us,’ they declared 
‘We were like grasshoppers in our eyes and so were we 
in their eyes.’ Hysteria broke out among the Israelites 
who proclaimed ‘Let us appoint a new head and return 
to Egypt.’ G-d’s response was that the Israelites would 
remain in the wilderness for 39 more years during 
which the entire generation of adults that had left Egypt 
would perish. The next generation would inherit the 
land. The actions of the few had perverted the destiny 
of the many. 

Why did the spies act in such a negative and, in 
Moshe’s eyes, unexpected manner? One explanation 
is that they were so content with their existence in 
the wilderness, where all their material needs were 
miraculously provided and they could concentrate on 
their spirituality, that they had no desire to enter the 
land. Why forsake the opportunity to learn Torah from 
Moshe, G-d’s greatest prophet to build houses and 
plant crops? They failed to understand that Jewish 
spirituality does not mean a monastic escape from 

materialism but engaging the world around us and 
using it as a tool to serve Hashem. Or maybe they did 
understand but preferred to follow their own desires 
rather than G-d’s.

Every time I read this Sidra one phrase from the spies’ 
report stands out for me: ‘We were like grasshoppers 
in our eyes and so were we in their eyes.’ Surely how 
they felt was a consequence of how they appeared in 
the eyes of inhabitants? They should have said ‘We 
were like grasshoppers in their eyes and so were we in 
our eyes.’ Maybe the Torah is teaching us a profound 
lesson, that the way others view us is often a result of 
how we see ourselves. If we lack self respect or belief, 
can we really expect others to respect or believe in us? 
We must remember that our enemies can sense how 
we feel about ourselves. If we see ourselves as ‘small’ 
and inconsequential so will they. We must never be ‘like 

grasshoppers’ in our own eyes.

I remember attending a 
solidarity rally in Trafalgar 
Square and the Chief 
Rabbi’s proclamation of the 

many reasons he is proud of Israel. Despite all their 
challenges, problems and human imperfections Israel’s 
leaders have created a society full of opportunity for 
its citizens while the people of Gaza have been used 
and abused by theirs. Regarding Israel and so many 
other aspects of the Jewish past and present we 
have so much to be proud of; a pride that we should 
communicate to all those about us.

BhhC
Rabbi hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.webjam.com/bhhc10

If we see ourselves as ‘small’ and 
inconsequential so will others. We must never 

be ‘like grasshoppers’ in our own eyes.

12.00pm, Sunday 15th July
At New Church Road Shul

A great occasion for the whole family.
An opportunity to go out for a Kosher meat lunch and 
for the children to enjoy the facilities of the BHHC. A 
choice of burgers, sausages and chicken together with 

salads and drinks, followed by a great dessert.

Adults £10.00 Children £5.00
Vegetarian option available if ordered in advance.

Please book your place by Monday 2nd July
by contacting the Shul Office on 01273 888 855

or office@bhhc-shul.org
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Burning The Talmud  
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The Dominican and Franciscan movements were founded in 
the early thirteenth century and immediately began enquiring 
into heresy – beginning with Christianity and leading on to 
Judaism.

Never before had contemporary Jewish life and learning 
been subjected to such scrutiny by the Church. The Friars 
enquired into all aspects of Jewish practice and investigated 
the literature, especially The Talmud – which, according to 
Apostate informers, contained 
blasphemy against the Christian 
Saviour.

Hence, the start of staged 
debates between Friars and 
Rabbis as to the truth of their respective religions. The first 
such disputation was held in Paris in 1240, in the presence of 
King Louis The Ninth. The contenders were Nicholas Donin 
(a renegade Jew) and three Rabbinic scholars, two of whom 
were Yehiel of Paris and Moshe of Coucy.

Though the Jewish deputation persuasively answered the 
biblical quotations hurled at them to “prove” that the Jewish 
bible foretold the coming of Jesus and were able to quote 
back both Tanakh and New Testament, the decision was 
made to burn all copies of The Talmud in one of the main 
squares of Paris.

And so it was that in June 1242 – seven hundred and seventy 
years ago – twenty-four cartloads of precious Talmudic 
manuscripts were consigned to the flames. In fact, only 
one complete manuscript edition of the Babylonian Talmud 

remains in existence – known as The 
Munich Edition.

Twenty seven year old Meir Ben Baruch 
of Rothenburg (who would be known 
as Maharam Mirothenburg, the greatest 
sage of his generation) witnessed the 

burnin, and composed an elegy entitled “Sha’ali S’roofa” 
which is read every year on the morning of Tisha B’Av.

Tragically, the burning of books has continued right down to 
the twenty first century.

annual general meeting 
The AGM of the congregation was held on Sunday, 13 May 
2012 when the following Honorary Officers and the Members 
of the Board were elected:

Chairman: Stanley Cohen

Financial Representative: Michele Cohen

Wardens: Sam Barsam and Jeffrey Rose

Board Members:  George Abayahoudayan, Martin Gross, 
Doris Levinson, Winston Pickett, Cherry Torrance and Anthony 
Weinstein.

Tragically, the burning of books has 
continued right down to the twenty 

first century.

June Diary
2 Shabbat  Aufruf for Elliot Hill
4 Monday  Bank Holiday marking Royal Diamond 

Jubilee
5 Tuesday  Bank Holiday marking Royal Diamond 

Jubilee
12 Tuesday Talmud Shiur, 11.00 am
16 Shabbat   Kiddush to celebrate the Diamond Wedding 

of Mr & Mrs Cyril Jacobs 
19 Tuesday    10.30am Ladies discussion circle, 10.30 am 

followed by Talmud Shiur

Torah academy nursery 
celebrates Lag b’omer  

Photos by Penina Efune
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new Cheder head introduces himself 
by Murray Hecht 

My name is Murray 
Hecht and I have just 
been appointed Head 
Teacher of the Cheder 
at BHRS.  It is my job to 
work with the teachers, 
helpers, parents, and 
Board, in order to ensure 
that we deliver the most 
exciting and interesting 
syllabus for the children 
of our members.

We already have a thriving Cheder, taught by a team of 
competent teachers, all of whom have a teaching assistant.  But 
it is my desire to build up the numbers of children attending, and 
to encourage new families to join the Shul.

We also have a strong Parents Committee, led by Melanie Firsht, 
who support many Cheder events throughout the year.

I am a qualified teacher, having taught in both the primary and 
secondary sectors for many years, including five years at a 
Jewish school in London. I am also a local authority governor at 
Elm Grove Primary School. I can therefore use my knowledge of 
how children learn best to help move the Cheder forward.

We have had a very successful term at Cheder, the highlights of 
which were the Purim Play, and our Mock Pesach Seder service 
for the children. On Sunday 4th March, the children performed 
their Purim Play to an audience of parents, after weeks of 
rehearsals, which involved children making the set and scenery 
under the guidance of teachers Netta Segev and Olivia Sasson, 
aided by Bella Gerstman, or singing, led by Gabriel Webber and 
Oliver Harris, or acting, with myself directing with the enthusiastic 
support from Archie Charach. Special mention must go to Max 
Pearlman, as King Ahasuerus, and Ellie Sassienne-Honeywell, 
as Queen Esther, who learnt their lines perfectly and gave strong 
performances.

On Sunday 25th March, we held our mock Pesach Seder for the 
children, led by Rabbi Wallach. All the elements of the service 
were there, including singing Mah Nishtanah, and hunting for 
the Afikomen. One parent commented, “I wanted to say what a 
wonderful occasion the model Seder was. It worked so well … it 
was lovely.” I look forward to many more occasions like this in the 
future.

If your child is over five years old, and you are interested in 
finding out about Cheder, please do not hesitate to contact me 
via the synagogue office or email me at cheder@bh-rs.org. You 
will be more than welcome to visit us on any Sunday during 
term time to see what Cheder is like, or to meet with me in the 
Synagogue during the week, if that is more convenient.

BULLETIN BOARD – June & July

Saturday 7 First Day Pesach Service, 10.30 am
3 June   Half Term – no Cheder

10 June  Half Term – no Cheder

8 July   Toddler Family Tea Party 
  (Watch out for more details!)
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What’s on: June 2012  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

shaBBaT shaLom – BRighTon Times
In  Light Candles Out  Havdalah 
Fri 1   8.47 pm          Sat 2  10.15 pm 
Fri 8   8.53 pm  Sat 9  10.23 pm
Fri 15  8.58 pm   Sat 16  10.28 pm
Fri 22  9.00 pm  Sat 23  10.30 pm
Fri 29  9.00 pm   Sat 30  10.29 pm

ReguLaR aCTiviTies
Sundays

Carmel Tennis Club �  10.00 am - 12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. 
Tel: Leon on 07717 222744

Brighton JLgB (Jewish Lads and girls Brigade)  � The youth club is open to 
8-18 year olds and meets every Sunday during school term from 4.15 – 
6.00 pm at Ralli Hall.  Tel: Diane 07963 552920 or Alison 07951 499215 

Mondays

The ethics of our fathers �  with Rabbi Efune 11.30 am - 12.30 pm at the 
Brighton Hillel Centre, 66/67 Middle Street, Brighton  Tel: 01273 321919

afternoon Club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Ralli Hall Tel: Reba 01444 410435

Rubber and Duplicate Bridge �  1.30 - 4.30 pm £2.00 Ralli Hall.Tel: Reba 
01444 410435

Contemporary Basic Talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

Tanya (kabbalah) Learning group   � with Penina Efune  - Ladies only 8.15 
pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays

Ralli hall Lunch and social Club � , 10.30 am - 4.30 pm Tel: Jacqueline 
01273 739999 Weekly at Ralli Hall 

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00 - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall 

Painting with Rochelle (Jas)   � 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm. Tel: 01273 503708 (RH) 

israeli Dancing  �  7.45 pm - 9.45 pm Ralli Hall, Tel: Jacky 01273 688538  

Wednesdays

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00 - 4.30 pm Ralli Hall

khorovod of songs  �  Eastern European Singing Group with Polina 
Shepherd.  7.00 – 9.00 pm in Room 12 (RH). RH members £5.00/non-
members £6.00.  (Second Wednesday of the month) 

Thursdays

mother & Baby group (0-2 years) at the Torah nursery � , 29 New Church 
Road, Hove. All mums welcome 9.30 am to 11.30 am. 

Ralli hall Lunch and social Club  � 10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly Tel: Jacqueline 
01273 739999 (RH)

Bridge at Ralli hall  � 11.00 am

Lishmah sussex – Learning for its own sake   � weekly programme until 28th 
June, 7.30 – 9.45 pm (RH) £4.00

Weekly Torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad House. Tel: 
01273 321919

evenTs foR June 
 
     Sunday 3 June

sussex Jewish film Club    � ‘Hester Street’ and ‘My 
Body Sang Too’ 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm at Ralli Hall  
 
Wednesday 6
  � JaCs  with guest speaker Peter Charnaud ARPS, 
photographic exhibition ‘People – from Africa to 
Brighton’. AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 
pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members  
 
Wednesday 13
  � JaCs  with guest speaker Godfrey Gould ‘Disasters 
at Sea’. AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 
pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members 
khorovod of songs   � at Ralli Hall 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm 
 
Wednesday 20
JaCs   � with guest speaker Alan Grey ‘Western 
China’. AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove at 2.00 
pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-members  
 
Wednesday 27
JaCs  �  with guest speaker Geoff Mead ‘Sussex 
Literary Landscapes’ AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, 
Hove at 2.00 pm. £2 members / £2.50 non-
members  
 
Sunday 1 July
south London Limmud  � at Pimlico Academy, Lupus 
Street, London SWIV 3AT www.limmud.org/day

COMMUNITY EVENTS – 
 IMPORTANT REMINDER

Contact the Communal Diary before 
planning your events!  

Email: info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Grodzinki’s challot and rye bread
are available from Premier 

Convenience Stores in Hove Street 
every Thursday morning until 

supplies run out. 


