
December  2011 | KISLeV / TeVeT 5772 | • ISSUe 214

Whats
what’s inside....

cHANUKAH GIFTS | hOwaRd JaCOBsOn (PaRt ii) |
crAFTY OLD crOW | what’s On | and MORe

SUSSex
Jewish 
 news
SUSSex
Jewish 
 news



2

issue 214 | December 2011

3Pause for thought

One of my pals in my student days was from Persia. His family 
were the sole importers of Wedgwood products into that country. 
Furthermore, he chose to live in a very Jewish area whilst he was in 
England. Where would an Iranian student like him live now, I wonder? 
Doubtless the international decline in Wedgwood’s popularity would 
have affected his ability to seek an education in the UK. The wealth 
and position of his family, made under the Shah’s regime, may have 
been radically altered under the Ayatollahs’ rule.

Interestingly, the 
change that surely 
affected my friend 
has also affected 
relations between 
Israel and Iran. 
In the 1980s, 
when America supported Iran in the Iran/Iraq war, supplying it with 
armaments, including military aircraft, the Ayatollah of the day was 
not so antagonistic towards the West. Move on a few years, and Iran 
had changed. It was now isolationist in its approach and its air force 
stood on the tarmac, virtually unusable because the Iranians had no 
spare parts and almost no avionics expertise.

Who came to their rescue? Israel. It provided parts and maintenance 
capability. What is more, a joint ballistic missile development 

programme between the two countries was formed and Israeli 
companies became involved in re-construction projects.

Now we are faced with an Iran developing nuclear weapons, 
threatening the very existence of Israel. If Israel takes preliminary 
military action what is the likely outcome?

Iran’s acolytes, Hamas, Islamic Jihad, Hezbollah, and Syria, to name 
but a few, surround Israel and are well armed and belligerent. Surely, 

Israel would not stir up the viper’s 
nest so close to home? However, 
political moves by the Western 
countries appear to do little to 
bring Iran’s leadership to heel. 

The World’s media has been 
making much of a recent visit to Israel by a senior British Army 
leader and of recent military exercises in the region. Israel needs 
support in fighting the very real threat from Iran but it does not need 
unnecessary publicity and stories better suited to the world of fiction.

As we enter the Chanukah period, let us pray that the odd miracle 
might just bring about a change of fortune, not only for Israel but also 
for the entire region.

Let’s Pray that the oDD miracLe might 
just bring about a change of fortune
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sussex jewish news
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MARTIN GROSS
Funeral Director and 
Funeral Consultant 
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01273 439792 
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HELPING HANDS 
We invite you to check out our new website:  
www.helping-hands.org
Telephone: (01273) 747722 Email: helping-hands@ntlworld.com
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a dip at the mikvah
As a born and bred Brightonian I must confess, in my 
self-acclaimed ignorance, that I never knew that we had a 
mikvah in Brighton until it was mentioned at the BHHC annual 
general meeting.  Now it seems to have become an issue for 
debate.

In Middle Street Synagogue we used to have hundreds of 
visitors and students but no-one ever asked about a mikvah. 
Now, after giving it much thought, I cannot understand why 
we need one at all in the 21st century, when we all have our 
own baths, unlike the women of yesteryear.

We must also consider the hygiene implications of such an 
important decision. Is the water changed after each use? If 
not, I cannot see the Health and Safety authority giving it the 
go-ahead.

The upkeep and maintenance would be enormous and I 
doubt if the members of the   BHHC will be willing to have 
the cost added to their already large bills, making the whole 
concept suffer the same fate as the Eruv.

Yours sincerely,
Elizabeth Caplin (Miss)
Hove

a plea for clarity
Just when I thought I was beginning to understand the issues 
regarding the mikvah, along comes Mr Finestone from East 
Saltdean to throw me yet again into confusion!
 
He appears to write with some expertise, but the word 
‘ostensibly’ leads me to wonder ever so slightly. I had 
thought that the mikvah will be under the authority of the 
Joint Kashrus Committee (i.e. Holland Road and New Church 
Road Congregations), be built using some private funds but 
also with local contributions and probably be at New Church 
Road, where some initial investigatory work has already taken 
place.
 
However, Mr Finestone tells us that it will be funded privately, 
that it will be run by a Joint Committee of the various shuls 
with Mrs Efune in charge and seems to query the possible 
site of the mikvah as maybe being at New Church Road. 
 
Please, please, PLEASE, somebody who can speak with 
total authority put the whole matter straight. I have previously 
asked for an authoritative statement. The Chairman of the 
Kashrus Committee should appear now and tell us if that 
Committee is the responsible body and if so what the facts 
are. If Mr Weinstein is not the responsible official please 
let him tell us who is; then let him or her give us all the 
indisputable facts, once and for all. The time for rumour, 
innuendo and supposition is well past.
 
And by the way - Southampton and Canterbury are both well 
over 50 miles from Brighton, even as the crow flies.

Godfrey Gould
Hove

awaiting another response
I take great exception to Mr. Finestone’s comments in 
November’s SJN, in which he calls my “judgement and 
criticism” in September’s issue “misguided”.

If he takes the trouble to read my letter thoroughly he will 
notice that my primary “criticism” is that nobody in the 
forefront of the “new” mikvah matter has stepped forward 
to state whether their endeavours are in fact to create a 
new mikvah or restore the old one.  At the time I wrote the 
previous letter, we had not even been given a comprehensive 
statement as to why the Prince Regent mikvah had been 
closed and why it was now unsuitable to restore to use.

To some degree that has since been explained, in that the 
rain water collection method there results in polluted water 
but also the location is considered unsuitable for the times 
of use needed. My previous letter also asked why any non-
polluting method of operation that would be legal in a new 
mikvah could not be applied to the old one.
However, nothing further has been publicly stated as to 
whether a new mikvah is definitely proposed for placement in 
New Church Road, or planned to be elsewhere.
Nothing has been formally stated as to who may be allowed 
to use any such new mikvah if built.

The main purpose of my letter was that it was time for some 
clarity. I asked simply that those in favour of advancing this 
project clearly state WHERE they intend it to be, WHO they 
will permit to use it, and whether ANY funds from the rather 
hard-pressed finances of the New Church Road synagogue 
would be diverted for use in construction and/or operation of 
the mikvah, if indeed that is the site for which it is destined.   I 
think that as BHHC members who have been continuously 
paid up for nearly 40 years, we do have some right to 
information such as this.

Perhaps Mr. Braham Finestone feels that I and numerous 
others I have recently heard from with similar concerns, will 
be considered misguided, or indeed even impertinent, to 
politely request the answers to these and any other relevant 
queries?

Dr. Martin Boyask
Hove

for the birds
My friends and I are hoping that the new mikvah for Brighton 
& Hove will be built soon.  At the very least it will provide a 
great perching place and the rainwater tanks 
will act as a much needed trough.  Flapping 
around and pecking at the garbage bags left 
everywhere is thirsty work.

Sincerely,
The Brighton & Hove Albion Seagulls
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births

•  Mazel tov to Suzanne Freedman, who is delighted to 
announce the safe arrival of a grandson, Oscar Samuel, 
born in Paris to Danny & Sabrina and named after beloved 
great grandfather Oscar Pressburger z’l 

•  Mazel tov to Ann Lewis on the birth of her grandson 
Benjamin Fraser in October

birthdays
•  Mazel tov to Simon Conn, June Harris, David Jacobson, 

Jeff Lyons, Rosslyn Randall, Bobbie Silver, Alan Style, 
Robin Wood, all of whom are celebrating special birthdays 
this month

Weddings
•  Mazel tov to Brian Gordon and Bernice Gordon on the 

marriage of their daughter Karen to Aron Barnes in Glasgow
•  Mazel tov to Rabbi Hershel and Perla Rader on the marriage 

of their daughter Mushka to Sholem Gorelik

Wedding anniversaries
•  Mazel tov to Adele and Harold List on their 57th wedding 

anniversary

Deaths
We wish Long Life to the families of Rhoda Bober z’l, Marion 
Davids z’l, Mr L Dean z’l, Harry Englander z’l, Jack Mazzier 
z’l, Sam Rodin z’l, Esther Rosen MBE z’l, Anthony Simmons 
z’l and Rene Steidam z’l.

edmundo ros, a tribute
by Sharon and Gerry Crest

Our dear friend Edmundo Ros passed away late on Friday 
October 21st.  Besides being the king of Latin American 
dance music, Edmundo was a great friend to the Jewish 
people.  He became very involved in Jewish life soon after 
entering the United Kingdom due to the warmth of friendship 
extended to him by fellow students at the Royal Academy of 
Music.

He became extremely successful and donated generously to 
Jewish charities. He was a life governor of the then Jewish 
Home in Brighton.  He often attended services conducted 
by the late Rabbi Dr Louis Jacobs. In addition to his music, 
Edmundo had his famous club along with the late Lord 
Mishcon and the late Sir Maxwell Joseph, a restaurant owner.

Edmundo had a wonderful life and in December would have 
reached the amazing age of 101.

We have lost a dear friend but we celebrate his life. He is 
survived by his darling wife Susie and children Douglas and 
Luisa and grandchildren.

ajeX
by Judy Gabriel

We have recently received the following from Lt-Cdr 
Jack Rose, one of our long-standing members, about his 
daughters:

“Eva, a musician (violin and clarinet) in the Royal Marines 
Music Service, was promoted to Corporal earlier this year and 
has been posted to the NATO band in Naples for six months 
as the representative for the Royal Marines Music Service. 
She recently organised a traditional Trafalgar Night ceremony 
for the NATO band with all the traditional naval music, 
including Hearts of Oak, Inebriated Sailors and Rule Britannia. 
She didn’t say what the French members thought!  The wife 
of the officer in charge of the band is Jewish, so Eva had 
somewhere to go for the recent festivities, as well as having 
the opportunity of attending the synagogue in Naples.

“Mariamne, who got engaged to Dan earlier this year, has set 
her marriage date for August Bank Holiday 2012, after she 
has finished her doctorate in clinical psychology. Dan recently 
received his doctorate in computing.”

Congratulations Jack, and to Elaine too, and many thanks for 
sharing your news with everyone.

Forward booking date for 2012:  Holocaust Memorial Service 
at the Jewish Cemetery, Meadowview, Bear Road, Brighton 
11.00 am on 29 January.

Esther Rosen MBE
We are deeply saddened by the passing of our patron and 

original mentor. Esther was there from the beginning, her good 
advice, humour, conversation and endless encouragement 
enabled us to start Helping Hands.  She will be missed.

-  Sarah, Liz & Liz and the Helping Hands Team

Mazel tov to Lisa and Ivan Pearlman on the safe arrival of 
Louis Jacob, a darling brother for Max, Georgia and Zak and a 
new grandson for Susanne and Lawrence Sissling and Ros and 

Len Pearlman

A date for your diary
Wednesday 28th March 2012

Coach trip  to the Jewish Museum in Camden
Details to be confirmed, but if you wish to be put on the list 

to come along, please phone 01273 776671 
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ralli hall
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman

As mentioned last month, on arriving home from three weeks 
escaping our autumn weather, I was very pleased to walk 
between the imposing pillars of an entrance porch with a 
completed facelift – it certainly makes a remarkable difference 
and the work is well up to my expectations. The last two 
remaining rear elevation windows have now also been 
replaced, so Jacqui will not have to face our coming winter in 
a draughty office!

The Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue appears to 
have settled well into its temporary home at Ralli Hall and 
I hope that its stay will be a comfortable one. We are very 
pleased to be of assistance during their time of temporary 
homelessness.

Although we are continuing to do quite well with our room 
lets, we have not been left entirely untouched by the current 
serious economic climate and a number of new lets have 
fallen by the wayside due to poor attendances, which 
have not allowed them to remain economically viable. I am 
therefore delighted to announce the new weekly Sunday Craft 
Fair in the Gymnasium and Youth Lounge. This has relocated 
from Brighton Marina and now, with the rail station car park 

nearby (albeit costing £1.00 for all day on Sundays), it will 
hopefully prove successful as an indoor event and profitable 
for the operators.  

I am also delighted to inform you that we have been able to 
renovate the kosher milk cooker by the replacement of the 
rusty innards with bespoke stainless steel parts, thus making 
it available again for use by those wishing to hold a Milchik 
Simcha at Ralli Hall - please contact the office on 01273 
202254 for more information.

We have decided to hold the cost of annual membership at 
the present level for a further year and 2012 membership 
renewal forms should be with all current members, as 
well as those whose membership may have lapsed within 
the last couple of years. Please renew your membership 
ASAP. Those not currently or recent members are invited to 
apply for membership by contacting the office. The cost of 
membership is definitely not exorbitant and, although some of 
you may be thinking “What is in it for me?”, we are constantly 
struggling to not only keep Ralli Hall afloat for our community, 
but also to keep improving the facilities, so that you have a 
centre for you to use and to be proud of, in good times and 
bad.

See you at Ralli Hall.

Worthing & District jewish 
community  

hyman fine house 
by Shirley Burke, Chair – Fundraising Committee

A very successful card afternoon was held at Ralli Hall 
on Sunday 6th November. There were around 65 people 
playing bridge and kalooki, and the afternoon raised 
£1,600. 

In addition to prizes for the best scores, the players had a 
delicious tea catered by the committee and all had a very 
enjoyable time.

The event was organized by the team, consisting of 
Raymond and Linda Felsenstein, Alan Burke and Sheila 
Hart, together with our wonderful hardworking committee.   
This event has now been held every year since 2002, 
raising a total of around £15,000 for the benefit of the 
residents.    

The funds are used to provide the residents at Hyman Fine 
House with extras over and above the normal excellent 
service provided by Jewish Care. In addition to providing 
all sorts of in-house entertainment and facilities at the 
home, the residents also enjoy organized outings, for 
example visits to the cinema, the ice show and the Theatre 
Royal.

Thank you for your continued support and generosity, 
which enables us to provide these extra benefits that the 
residents so enjoy.

join us for a trip to the jewish 
museum 
We are planning a visit to the Jewish Museum in Camden, London 
on Thursday 19 April 2012.  Coach leaving Marine Gardens, 
Worthing at 9.30 am, returning approx 5.30 pm.  Price for return 
coach fare and entrance approx. £20.00 per person (not including 
food).

Please phone Ian Gordon on 01903 779720 if you are interested in 
coming along, so that we have some idea of the number of people 
who would be interested in this lovely day out.

Saturday 10 December 2011 at 6.45pm 
The Quakers Meeting House, 34 Mill Road, Worthing
West End entertainment at Worthing prices!  A very special 
evening – not Tom Lehrer, not Jackie Mason....but one man, 

one piano, much laughter, some tears.  Enjoy Daniel’s hilarious 
journey in song through Jewish culture.

Daniel Cainer brought the house down at Sussex Limmud and 
now you can meet him in Worthing.  Sandwiches, cakes, tea/

coffee will be served
£7.50 members / £8.25 non-members

Space is limited – so hurry to get your tickets and don’t miss out!
Cheques made payable to WDJC asap to Ian Gordon, 
2 Madehurst Close, East Preston, W.Sx. BN16 2TH, 

tel: 01903 779720

A  Chanukah Evening with Daniel Cainer 
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bexhill and District jewish 
friends 
by Bernice Lee

This is our first report for several months and I am pleased to say that 
our group is as lively and vibrant as ever.  Our regular meetings are 
very well attended and have included quizzes, speakers and a couple 
of ‘fish suppers’.  Of course we also celebrated Rosh Hashanah. All 
the events have been thoroughly enjoyed by all our members.

The women of our group meet regularly in different homes for 
an afternoon of tea, chat and delicious homemade cakes. These 
pleasurable afternoons include a lot of laughter and some stimulating 
conversation, which is always enjoyed by all who attend.

Our future plans include a Chanukah Tea Party, trips to the theatre 
and several outings. In April 2012 we are planning our regular 
communal Seder Night.

In January 2012 two of our members, Iris & Stanley Goldklang, will 
be celebrating their Diamond Wedding Anniversary. We all wish them 
a hearty mazel tov and may they have many more happy and healthy 
years together.

For further information about our friendly group please ring 
07724172880.

eastbourne Progressive jewish 
congregation 
by Angela Jay

We are delighted to announce that for the foreseeable future, Rabbi 
Anna Gerrard, who has been allocated to us as our part time Rabbi, 
will now lead the services on the 4th Friday of each month.  

Our small but friendly congregation holds regular services at The 
Friends Meeting House, Wish Road, Eastbourne on the 2nd and 4th 
Fridays of each month.   For information, please ring 01323 725650 
or email EPJCONG@aol.com

ralli hall Lunch club
by Jacquie Tichauer 
I would like to thank Alan, Fiona, Georgie and Vivienne as well 
as all the volunteers for looking after the Lunch and Social Club when 
I was enjoying my holiday in Israel.

In October we welcomed some new members, and they enjoyed the 
company and our wonderful programme. One afternoon we played 
charades and word games and also listened to a lot of interesting 
stories from our members.

In November, we were entertained by the Israeli Dancers who meet at 
Ralli Hall on Tuesday evenings. Many of our members and volunteers 
joined in this lively performance (which brought back many memories 
of my Habonim days), and the atmosphere was vibrant. 

We have received a very generous grant from the Lottery’s Awards 
for All, which has enabled us to buy laptops, printers and a digital 
camera.  With this equipment we are now able to offer computer 
classes from scratch for members: these have already started on 
Tuesday mornings. Our members are enjoying learning about the 
computers, writing e-mails, looking up information on the internet, 
using Skype, and on-line shopping, amongst many other things.  In 
the future we would like to print our own newsletter.  If anyone out 
there can spare a couple of hours on a Tuesday morning to help 
teach or support, please let me know.

On Tuesday 20 December we are joining with Helping Hands to put 
on a special Chanukah Lunch with lovely food and entertainment, so 
please call to reserve your place.

At this time of year we need to put our minds to some serious 
fundraising to support the Lunch Club and all that it offers our senior 
citizens. If anyone has any information or can offer any advice on the 
fundraising issues, I would love to hear from you.

We will soon be starting our new beginner Bridge Classes on 
Thursdays so please let me know if you are interested and please do 
not forget our Computer Classes on Tuesdays.

Georgie will be running Genealogy classes in January 2012, so please 
contact us so that we can keep a space for you. 

We are still looking for new volunteers and entertainers. If you have a 
few hours to spare on a Tuesday or Thursday during the week, please 
give me a call, especially if you are good at taking computer classes, 
writing stories, dancing or singing.   No need to feel lonely or bored, 
just give us a try and I promise you will not regret it!

Brighton and Hove Council of 
Christians and Jews  
Christmas/Chanukah Get-Together 
Date/Time: Sunday December 11th at 3.00 pm.
Address:  Court Barn, The Green, Rottingdean.
Speaker:  Rabbi Vivian Silverman 

Followed by festive food that everybody brings 
and shares

Please phone 01273 302611 if you wish to find out how to get to 
Court Barn, or if you can get a lift.  We hope that many people 
will come as there is plenty of room.
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hastings and District jewish 
society 
by Claudette Woolfson

We have just held the 36th AGM of our Society. In honour of the 
occasion the Rev Malcolm Weisman, Minister for small communities, 
delighted us with his presence. He reminded us of the Society’s 
founding days and was most heartened to learn of our plans and 
opportunities for the future. He also added a few suggestions of his 
own! It was a very agreeable meeting, which was followed by a tasty 
ploughman’s lunch, cakes and refreshments, ably prepared by Nicole 
Lennard and Stella Harris.  

In recent months we have had two interesting talks.  The first was a 
fascinating illustrated talk on the charity, Demelza, which provides a 
hospice for children. The second was lighter in tone and resembled 
an after-dinner speech entitled Jokes and Quips. It certainly kept us 
all amused. 

The Bexhill & District Council of Christians & Jews, with which we are 
associated, is thriving under the leadership of Gillian Myers and the 
supporting committee. This year there have been many CCJ events; 
highlights included a sunny summer garden party in Little Common. 

In October, Rabbi Solomon gave a talk at St Barnabas Church in 

Bexhill. It was very well attended and equally well received. Not only 
did Rabbi Solomon speak about the recent High Holidays, but he 
also blew the Shofar for us and explained the history of this special 
ram’s horn. In a wonderfully resonant voice, no doubt enhanced by 
the acoustically favourable venue, he sang some beautiful Hebrew 
songs, including the moving Kol Nidre, traditionally sung by cantors 
on the eve of Yom Kippur. He also brought along with him an etrog, 
the lemon-style fruit of Sukkot, together with the lulav, which he 
proceeded to shake in all the right directions. 

Once again, in conjunction with the local branch of the Council of 
Christians and Jews, Christian Friends of Israel, and Hastings Council 
the Society is preparing for next January’s Holocaust Memorial Day 
event. It will take place at St Mary’s in the Castle on the seafront in 
Hastings.  Admission is free, but by ticket only, which will be available 
from the Hastings Tourist Information Office or from members of the 
Society. 

Our next Service and Social will take place on Friday 2 December. 
Trish Russell will be presenting a talk on her travels. Stella is hosting 
a Chanukah celebration at her home on Wednesday 21 December, 
which starts at 6.30pm. Please let Stella know if you would like to 
attend.  Please note, there will be no Friday service in January.

For all enquiries please contact the Society on 07743 992295 or write 
to HDJS, PO Box 74, Bexhill, East Sussex, TN39 4ZZ

jewish historical society – 
sussex branch 
by Godfrey R Gould, Chairman

Established in 1746, the Portsmouth Jewish Community is the oldest 
continuous provincial Jewish community in Britain. This was the 
subject of the address by Rabbi David Katanka, former Minister to 
that community, on 25 October.
 
Rabbi Katanka began by outlining the Naval and maritime history 
of the town and the interrelationship between the port and the 
Jewish community. He followed this with a fascinating account of 
the development of the community and its relationship with the early 
Ashkenazi community in London. Amongst the many personalities 
mentioned was Emanuel Emanuel, the first Jewish Lord Mayor of 
Portsmouth, who was allowed to take office despite refusing to take 
the oath “on the true faith of a Christian”. An ‘angel’ statue is his 
memorial opposite Southsea Pier. 

Amongst the many anecdotes was the fate of a group of Jewish 
traders, all of whom except one perished when they were returning 
to the harbour Erev Shabbat. As was a local custom, they had been 
trading on board a ship in the Solent but were drowned when their 
little boat capsized. Rabbi Katanka reinstated the special communal 
service on their Yahrzeit.  It was a truly fascinating evening, for which 
Rabbi Katanka was enthusiastically thanked.
 
Our first meeting of 2012 will take place at Ralli Hall on 24 January 
commencing at 7.45pm. Raphael Langham will speak on the Bevin 
Enigma, a subject of seminal interest to all those concerned with the 
role of the United Kingdom in the establishment of the State of Israel. 
Visitors are most welcome to join members at this and indeed, all our 
events.

Sussex Jewish Representative Council

Sussex Jewish Representative Council are 
pleased to announce that our 2011 AGM will 

be held in the newly opened

As well as the election of new officers for the 
Representative Council, this meeting will 

give delegates a chance to look at this great 
new facility as well as to meet other 

members of the community and to talk 
about their organisation’s plans for the 
coming year. There will be ‘drinks and 

nibbles’ to help everyone enjoy the event!
We do hope that you will be able to come.

ALL WELCOME
RSVP info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Hillel House, Middle Street Brighton
on Wednesday 14th December at 

8.00pm
There will be a Park and Ride service 

from Hove Town Hall
Please phone 02173 206456 to book



8 9

issue 214 | December 2011

features

crafty old crow! 
by Sue Rea 

At an exhibition in the city arts festival 
Brighton Youth Centre for White 
Night, I was lucky enough to have the 
opportunity to see the most amazing 
piece of craft work by Monica Crowe.  
Amongst other pieces, Monica has 
produced a knitted home and garden, 
by which I mean that she has actually 
knitted a full size piano, fireplace, 
flowers, vegetables and animals.  A 
verbal description can hardly do justice 
to these items, which often have a 
tongue-in-cheek angle to them, for 
instance, a seagull with a Brighton scarf 
round his neck, and a flattened cat 
emerging from a mangle!  

Monica donates the proceeds of her 
work to Emmaus, the Portslade-based 

charity, which supports the homeless 
to help themselves by working full time 
in restoring donated goods for sale.  

She and some others 
have formed a group 
called the Goodwill 
Cooperative, which 
meets regularly on 
a social basis to 
promote their crafts.  
It is not surprising 
that an industrious 
person such as 
Monica should agree 
with Emmaus’ work 
values.
To fully appreciate her 
work please go to her 
website, Crafty Old 
Crow.  Monica’s work 
has been presented 

on the BBC and ITV and there is a 
video of it on You Tube.  Looking at 
the website it 
becomes obvious 
that Monica’s 
talents do not stop 
at creative knitting; 
there are examples 
of commissions 
which include 
children’s clothes, 
knitting patterns, 
and a “marital 
aid hangup” – I 
quote, “This is an 
amusing set of 
12 pockets which 
can be hung up 
(possibly over the 

bed) with two dolls to represent a loving 
couple who place their doll in whichever 
pocket suits today’s mood!”  

Monica is the sister of Maxine Toff, 
who runs the Jewish Women’s Group 
in Brighton.  She hails from Carshalton 
and has been in Brighton for about 33 
years. She told me proudly about her 
son, Ben Crowe, a well-known actor, 
who has now moved to live down here 
with his two young children.  Asked 
what inspired her to work in the medium 
of wool in particular, she replied that 
there was an element of nostalgia in it, 
which makes people smile and reminds 
them of their childhood.  Monica said 
she would be happy to exhibit her work 
to us if requested, so maybe we will all 
soon have the opportunity to appreciate 
the huge talent of this charming and 
unassuming member of our community.

235-237 Hangleton Rd .. Hove .. BN3 7LR
(Next to TEXACO petrol station)
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finkler Questions and answers: Part ii
by Stephanie Megitt

I do not see Israel as a model of political rectitude... it’s 
a country, and one which has been at war for a long 
time and it’s made many huge mistakes.   The people 

with whom it’s been at war have also made many huge 
mistakes. 

SJN is pleased to present the 
conclusion to an exclusive interview 
with Howard Jacobson.  Stephanie 
Megitt conducted the interview on 
1 September 2010 as part of the 
authors’ series organised 
by City Books on Western 
Road.  The first part of the 
interview appeared last 
issue.

You provide a refreshing 
and valued voice against 
self-hating Jews and 
the myth of Zionism = 
Nazism, as well as anti-
Zionists who are really 
anti-Jewish.  I can’t think 
of another writer who’s 
doing it. It’s courageous 
of you to put your head 
above the parapet. When 
and why did you first feel 
that you had to speak 
out?

Well, there are a few I 
suppose, but I can’t think 
of another person doing 
it in novels. I suppose 
there are people like Anthony Julius, 
who wrote that wonderful book 
about antisemitism. There’s Jonathan 
Freedland, who’s really good, and 
yes, there are a several people. I 
have done it in novels and in some 
of the essays in Whatever It Is I 
Don’t Like it, although some of the 
most angry articles I have written are 
not in that, because 
I am still thinking 
about bringing out a 
selection of articles 
about Jewish things. 
So I held back one or 
two. There’s a piece 
about Auschwitz and 
one about Holocaust denial in there. 

I don’t see it as being courageous.  I 
never seemed to have a choice in the 
matter and I didn’t get there through 
politics.  I haven’t got there as a 

Jewish boy that has grown up as a 
fervent Jew, I am not a fervent Jew. 
I didn’t grow up as a Zionist, I never 
went to Israel as a boy. I have been 
there a few times but almost always 
professionally, for example, when I 

made a television documentary series 
called Roots Schmoots (from my 
book of that title) for which my wife 
Jenny was the director. We looked 
at Israel, but I went there, not as a 
fervent Zionist Jew, but I got there 
much more through my profession as 
a teacher of English literature and as 
a writer.

I didn’t trust the language of some 
of the people that I was reading on 
this subject. And I think that people 
should not trust the language when 
it is suspect; when it’s hyperbolical 

but not for fun; when it’s rhetorical 
but not for the pleasure of it and not 
playing games; when it is single-
minded; when it’s certain about things 
one should not be certain about; 
and when it’s obsessive.  And when 

you see language that 
has all those qualities, 
you wonder what is going 
on here. I believe that I 
saw that language being 
used of Israel, first of all, 
and then I thought, could 
there be such a place as 
this?  Now they’re Nazis, 
now they’re Fascists. 
Why would people want 
to call Jews Nazis? What 
cruelty would make you 
want to call a Jew, who 
has suffered as they have 
suffered at the hands of 
Nazis? Why would you call 
a person a thing that their 
most cruel tormentor was? 
Why would you do that 
unless your will is ill? 

There are many things you 
could call Israelis whom 
you don’t like, but that is 

malevolence and cruelty. So you look 
at that and little by little, a picture 
emerges of people whose politics is 
suspect. I am a non-political person, 
I mistrust everybody’s politics – there 
are people who say they can detect 
my politics, but I actually don’t believe 
I have any: I mistrust ideologies 
and politics: I mistrust the person 

who looks at Israel 
and says that this is 
the most wonderful 
country in the world 
and that it can do no 
wrong, in the same 
way. For me Zionism 
does not interest me 

as a current ideology, but rather as 
a historical fact. It is the story of the 
Jews’ pursuit of a homeland, and how 
anyone can deny that they needed a 
homeland, I don’t know.
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What’s best about Judaism is that it’s funny… it’s 
disputatious… It’s free, it’s welcoming of other ideas.

So when I read people who want to 
attack the very basis of Zionism it’s 
at that point that I say, hang on, what 
you are attacking is not a political 
system and not something going 
on in Israel at the moment, you are 
attacking an ambition, a Jewish 
aspiration. Why would you do that? 
Why is it not necessary to say, for 
example, that Zionism, whatever one 
thinks of it, was a particular ideal, and 
now it seems to have been corrupted.  
I would have no difficulty in saying 
that, or that many of Israel’s foreign 
policies are cruel, and that some of 
them are misguided. 
When I was in Israel 
and I saw with my 
own eyes Israeli 
soldiers pushing 
Palestinians around, and worse, in 
my view, were Orthodox Jewish boys 
with fringes flying about doing it too. 
I was horrified and said so. I have no 
objection in people saying that; I do 
not see Israel as a model of political 
rectitude: I don’t see anywhere as 
a model of political rectitude, it’s a 
country, and one which has been 
at war for a long time and it’s made 
many huge mistakes. 

The people with whom it’s been at 
war have also made many huge 
mistakes.  I have no interest really 
in saying whose mistakes are larger, 
but I do worry when other people do 
that, when they assume that people 
have absolute probity or absolute 
wickedness – that can’t be right, or is 
very rarely right. So I began from an 
examination of the language of your 
professional anti-Zionist. 

What comes next, of course, is the 
question of why there are some Jews 
who themselves embrace that. I’d be 
very wary of talking about self-hatred, 
because we’re not allowed to any 
more. My wife is a therapist and in the 
language of therapy I know that it is 
understood that when a person has 
been abused they often take upon 
themselves the identity they have 

been given. They are made to feel by 
their abuser that they have deserved 
it in some ways. So that in the history 
of Jewish suffering, I would be very 
surprised if there were not some 
Jews who felt they deserved what 
had happened to them. I do believe 
that that operates sometimes, but I 
see that it’s not fair to somebody who 
wants to be a critic of Israel to call 
them a self-hating Jew. People can be 
as critical as they like: you must look 
at the language of their criticism and 
judge that accordingly. That’s been 
my little mission as far as this subject 

is concerned: it’s not political on my 
part, I am a literary critic. Literary 
criticism can take you a long way; it 
will tell you when someone’s motives 
are false or fallacious.

Readers will be very interested 
to know if you have any views on 
the current growing orthodox/
non-orthodox polarization. What 
influence do you think this has on 
the future of European Jewry?

Well I just don’t know enough about 
this, but I can tell you that in the 
Manchester Jewish world in which 
I grew up, which didn’t know much 
about being Jewish, and was very 
secular, it respected all aspects of 
Jewishness. Had we wanted to be 
orthodox we could have been; it was 
possible. Some of my friends were 
able to be orthodox. We were bar 
mitzvahed, we were sent to Cheder, 
we learned Hebrew, some of us 
didn’t make a very good job of it; 
we were expected to marry within 
the faith, and our religion was made 
very clear to us. We heard Yiddish 
being spoken, so there was never any 
moment in which we didn’t know we 
were Jewish, or indeed very Jewish, 
but it didn’t go with the obsessive, 
and I think, it would be fair to say, 

often neurotic business of the Jew 
that has to do this, that or the other. 
I must say I like that; that’s my idea 
of a perfect Jew actually, the secular 
Jew who’s looking at orthodoxy and 
thinking, I wouldn’t mind a piece of 
that. The problem with growing up 
orthodox is that I don’t think many of 
them wouldn’t mind a piece of that 
secularity. 

It’s too closed for me, I don’t like 
closed worlds, and I don’t like 
unreason. And many of the things 
belong to unreason. I can’t tell you 

why I’m doing that, 
except that God says 
I should do it. I mean 
my Jewish G-d says I 
should argue with him. 

My Jewish God says, “Howard, are 
you going to shul this morning?” and 
I go, “No,” and when I tell him why, 
he thinks, fine. My Jewish God is not 
the one that says you must do this, 
you must do that, you must do the 
other. What’s best about Judaism is 
that it’s funny, well, the orthodox can 
be funny sometimes; it’s disputatious 
and the orthodox aren’t disputatious 
enough with each other, they’ve made 
their mind up. It’s free, it’s welcoming 
of other ideas. One of the great 
Jewish things has always been its 
openness to the ideas of others, not 
its closedness. There wouldn’t have 
been Judaism had those wandering 
tribes down there not been interested 
in what was going on in neighbouring 
middle-eastern countries. We 
adopted Yahweh from other people, 
we have always taken in ideas, and 
when the Jews close their minds, I 
don’t like them as much, so that’s 
where I am. 

Howard Jacobson’s newest book, 
Whatever It Is I Don’t Like it as well as 
his novels are available at City Books, 
Western Road, Hove
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Charlie, when I saw you clown
At the cheapest flicks in town,
On edge, in the cheapest seats

Cackling at your clownish feats
Fearfully crunching acid drops

While you were chased by angry cops
Little – Charlie – did I know

The picture that you tried to show:

The little man that’s pushed about
Taking clout on painful clout

Revolving round revolving doors
And then escaping on all fours

Through splayed-out legs of wicked guys
Who wouldn’t see beneath their eyes – 

Those beefy blokes with heavy pecs
Who did their thinking with their necks, 

The big men who just strode about
Oblivious to the down-and-out.

Charlie, when you bucketed water
Over that nasty station porter,

Didn’t we cheer your little game!
We would have loved to do the same.
And when the cop with wicked grin

Crept behind to do you in
Remember, Charlie?  We’d remind you

“Look out, mister, he’s behind you!”

Then as you waddled reels to reels
Swinging your cane through orange peels,

Peanut shells and apple cores

Inches deep on all the floors,
Jumping in the baker’s dough,

Dripping paint from head to toe, 
Dragging your laundry through the slime –

You made our laughs the more sublime.

For you were Us and We were you
And you did what we wanted to –
Except that in our simple youth

We couldn’t know the bitter truth
That all the world’s most useful chaps

Are little men who take the raps.

Charlie, now your act is done
Trip off into that silver sun

Beyond the flea-pit forest floor
Past orange peel and apple core,
Peanut shells and lolly sleeves,

Toffee-wrappers, autumn leaves.

And as you fade out, we’ll remind you:
Charlie, boy, we’re all behind you.

January 1978

by Moss Rich from his new book of 
Selected Poems

A Psalm of Consequences for Those Who Can’t 
Keep Up Monthly Payments

ISBN 978-1-906742-33-1 £10

Requiem for a Proper Charlie
t.m. Charlie Chaplin (1889 – 1978) 
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The Great Partnership:  God, Science and the Search for Meaning
by Jonathan Sacks

Lord Sacks responds to the modern 
atheism of people like Richard 
Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens.  
He looks at how religion has 
tempered and developed scientific 
understanding in order for us to be 
fully human.

Drawing comparisons from 
different cultures and delving 
into the history of language and 
western civilisation, Lord Sacks 
shows how the predominance 
of science-oriented thinking 
is embedded in our religious 
understanding, calling on us 
to recognise the centrality of 

relationship to true religion. 

Start-Up Nation
by Dan Senor and Saul Singer

How is it that Israel – with its 
population of 7.1 million, a country 
approximately 60 years old, 
surrounded by enemies and in a 
constant state of war - produces 
more start-up companies than 
large, peaceful and stable nations 
like Japan, China, India, Korea, 
Canada and the UK? 

With the savvy of foreign policy 
insiders, Senor and Singer 
examine the lessons of 
the country’s adversity-driven 
culture - which flattens 
hierarchy and elevates informality – 
and government policies focused on innovation. In a world where 
economies as diverse as Ireland, Singapore and Dubai have tried to 
re-create the “Israel effect”, there are entrepreneurial lessons well 
worth noting. As America reboots its own economy and can-do spirit, 
there’s never been a better time to look at Israeli clues. 

Yiddishkeit:  Jewish Vernacular in 
the New Land
by Harvey Pekar and Paul Buhne 
(editors)

We hear words like ‘nosh’, ‘shlep’, 
and ‘schmutz’, all the time, but 
how did these little bits of Yiddish 
come to pepper American English? 
Harvey Pekar and Paul Buhle trace 
the influence of Yiddish from the 
popular author Sholem Asch, who 
wrote in the early 1920s-1950s, 
to the modern day archivist 
Aaron Lansky, who started the 
National Yiddish Book Centre. 

This illustrated anthology contains original stories by notable writers 
and artists.  Through essays, illustrations, a complete one-act play 
and comics, four major themes concerning the Yiddish language 
are explored: culture, performance, assimilation and revival of the 
language. It is a sincere and thoughtful compilation that skilfully 
reveals the far-reaching influence of Yiddish. 

Metaphor and The Hallelujah Land and Other Songs 
by Noah Budin

Cleveland’s Noah Budin writes 
songs that use Jewish history as a 
touchstone on Jewish values and 
ethics.  His music is diverse:  from 
pop to rock to acapella to gospel.  

On Metaphor, Let It Burn is a 
modern song for Chanukah, telling 
the story of the Maccabees and what 
they were fighting for.  The Edge of 
the Ocean looks at questions about 
existence.

The title track of The Hallelujah Land retells the story of 
the exodus in four minutes whilst Joshua’s Band looks at the 
relationship between God and humanity in Biblical, extra-Biblical and 
modern history.

Both CDs are available at cdbaby.com and oysongs.com

Kosher Nostra:  Jewish Gangsters Greatest Hits  
Compiled by Shantel and Oz 
Almog

Although claiming to be a 
compilation of the favourite 
songs loved by Jewish 
gangsters such as Bugsy Seigel 
and Meyer Lansky, this CD 
also includes versions songs 
by later artists.  The usual 
suspects are here:  Al Jolson 
(The Old Piano Roll Blues), The 
Andrews Sisters (Bei Mir Bistu 

Sheyn) and Sophie Tucker’s definitive My Yiddishe Mamma, to name 
just a few.  However, it is the later versions of those songs that are a 
surprise.  Included here are The Anniversary Song and Oh Mein Papa 
by Connie Francis and Misirlou by Twist legend, Chubby Checker.  

The most surprising track is a powerful live recording of My Yiddishe 
Mamma, in English, sung by Tom Jones.  According to the CD’s 
notes, Jones learned the song from his father and used to perform it 
regularly in concert.

All of the above books and CDs are available from Amazon unless 
otherwise noted.

an sjn guide to chanukah gifts of books and music 
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blonde Poison - a play by 
gail Louw 
Review by Michelle Kay 
Blonde Poison:  if the name doesn’t captivate you, then the 
performance certainly will.  From the moment I arrived, I 
focused on nothing else. 

The [true] subject matter is a beautiful yet deadly heroine, 
Stella Kuebler-Goldschlag, who gave the lives of her fellow 
Jews in return for her own and her parents’ safety and the 
trappings of Nazi comfort. While the data varies, she was said 
to have ‘caught’ anywhere up to 3,000 victims during WWII. 

Stella was intelligently portrayed by Elizabeth Counsell, who 
gave an engaging interpretation of Gail Louw’s clever script. 
The stage was simply set with Counsell’s stark blonde profile 
almost glowing against the dark cold set of Stella’s furnished 
flat.  Counsell’s remarkable 90-minute monologue, conveyed 
the mixed bag of character traits that were wrapped up inside 
this woman. She laid out the case before us, pulling us into 
her confidence while simultaneously pushing us away with 
her arrogance and provoking our revulsion at what she had 
done. Despite all this, there were incongruous moments of 
humour that almost caught you off balance. 

No matter what 
your knowledge 
of this period of 
history, for me 
this is a story 
you must be 
told. It is not a 
typical black and 
white account of 
the Holocaust. 
It is not easily 
digestible and 
audiences will 
not walk away 
unaffected. You 
will engage in 
dialogue about 
this. But perhaps 
more so than other Holocaust stories, you will be forced to 
look at all sides, and you will have to ask yourself the ultimate 
question “What would I have done?” 

Marvellously written and wonderfully acted, Blonde Poison 
is scheduled for another performance at the Jermyn Street 
Theatre on 5 March 2012 and there is a UK tour in the 
planning.  For more details, please contact Gail Louw on 
gailzlouw@gmail.com 
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inside nuremberg Prison by helen fry 
Review by Prof T Scarlett Epstein 

This is the kind of book that, when 
we begin to read it, we cannot put 
down. It makes us remember, not 
only how the post-war Nuremberg 
trials documented the world’s most 
horrific war crimes committed 
by the accused Nazi leaders, but 
how they also provided novel and 
lively accounts of the personalities 
of the accused. We see how they 
themselves viewed the world’s most 
inhuman war crimes for which they 
were responsible.

Helen Fry has written numerous 
interesting books about the refugee 
experiences of Austrian and German 
Jews. She contacted one such 
refugee by the name of Howard 
Triest and immediately realised 
the unique nature of his story.  He 
then became the central figure in 
her recent publication. She lucidly 
interweaves his personal life story, 
and his time as a sergeant in the 
American Forces with  the fate of his 
parents and the rest of his family. He 
was among the first Americans who landed in Europe in 1945 
and witnessed the shocking conditions  in the Buchenwald 
concentration camp. 

He subsequently acted as German interpreter to the American 
psychiatrists, whose task it was to establish whether or not 
the Nazi prisoners were mentally fit to appear as defendants 
at their trials. These psychiatrists wanted to discover whether 
the Nazi prisoners showed any mental or physical features 
which might account for their atrociously inhuman treatment 
of millions of innocent men, women and children. 

Howard’s fair hair and blue eyes gave him an Aryan 
appearance and the Nazi prisoners did not suspect that he 
was Jewish. Some of them even came to regard him as a 
friend and a fellow Aryan. This put Howard in a very difficult 
position, because by this time he was pretty certain that his 
parents had perished in the Auschwitz gas chambers under 
the orders of those very Nazi prisoners.

Howard was born in Munich in 1923 into a reasonably affluent 
and highly assimilated German-Jewish family. He grew up just 
when Hitler began to gain power. At first, his parents did not 
believe that Hitler would succeed but then, when they saw 
what happened on Kristallnacht, they made arrangements 
for Howard to set sail for America in 1940 in the hope that 
they themselves, together with their younger daughter 
Margot, would soon follow. Alas, as the war developed, 
they were caught in Vichy France. Margot was left in the 
care of a friendly French NGO who encouraged her to walk 
into Switzerland where she was taken in by family friends. 

Howard’s parents, meanwhile, were 
being transported to Auschwitz. 
The last news from them was a 
moving letter to Margot written by 
Howard’s mother while travelling 
under appalling conditions. She 
managed to throw this letter out of 
the carriage and quite miraculously, 
it reached its destination.

The most interesting part of the 
book recounts Howard’s role as 
German interpreter for the famous 
American psychiatrist Dr. Douglas 
Kelley, whose job it was, not to 
collect evidence for the trials, but 
to discover what had motivated 
these leading Nazi prisoners 
to carry out the “cleansing” of 
German society by arranging 
the most cruel genocide of 6 
million Jews as well as of many 
other minority members. It is 
admirable, yet somewhat difficult 
to understand, how Howard, a 
young Jewish refugee, managed 
to establish a rapport with those 

Nazi prisoners, knowing that they were the perpetrators of his 
own parents’ death in the Auschwitz gas chambers. Howard 
even collected books the prisoners had published and got 
the authors to inscribe them. Some of them wrote nice words 
in appreciation of their interrogator. For example, one Julius 
Streicher, a most extreme anti-Semite who prided himself that 
he could always identify a Jew, failed to realise that Howard 
was Jewish and looked upon him as a friend. One cannot 
help but wonder how these Nazi prisoners would have felt 
had they known that he was Jewish.

The content of the many interviews with leading Nazi 
prisoners, including Herman Goering, clearly show that in 
their private lives they were ordinary loving husbands and 
fathers.

Hardly any one of them showed any regret at their extreme 
persecution of the Jews nor felt in any way responsible for 
the heinous crimes. Each claimed that he was just carrying 
out orders. All this did not prevent them from receiving the 
punishment they so well deserved - most of them were 
committed to death by hanging.

“For Howard Triest, living in retirement in Florida in the 
United States, Nuremberg is ever present in his memory on 
a daily basis. Time does nothing to erase his extraordinary 
experience. Through a twist of fate he survived Nazi Germany 
to become a witness to justice and part of history in the 
making” (p.110).

Kindle edition, £4.29 including wireless delivery and VAT from 
Amazon
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acharei hachagim and chanukah
by Rabbi Charles Wallach
There is in Judaism, or rather there has sprung up in Judaism, 
a phrase Acharei Hachagim:  after the Chagim or festivals. 
It covers, principally in Israel, a concept that whatever was 
unable to occur during the busy festive season would now be 
attended to. However, as one who has had the opportunity 
to observe communities around the world this idea applies 
differently wherever one is. In the southern hemisphere where the 
seasons of spring into summer are currently in full swing Acharei 
Hachagim seems to imply wind down; preparing for vacation, 
long hot days of summer and sun!

In Israel, where the phrase originates, one sees a lot of scurrying 
around.  The weather is definitely cooler; rain is in the air, 
particularly in the north and in Jerusalem; but this is, as of old, 
the busiest time of the year. Certainly limited in joyous occasions, 
it nevertheless is one of much activity, the school and university 
year now in full swing.

And here?  With the nights drawing in and the temperature falling 
not to mention the effort at attendance over the recent festive 
season, it seems harder to make the effort to attend synagogue, 
communal events and so on. And yet this may be precisely 
when such an effort may be most rewarding as we join others in 
prayer, in study and in communal activity. Normally this period is 

punctuated, thank goodness, with the festival of Chanukah – the 
festival of light brightening up the gloom as it were.

This year we have Chanukah to be sure, but those already in the 
know have realised it will occur very late in December. The reason 
for this is the Jewish calendar and the fact that because we had 
a leap year in the Jewish calendar last year (well this year if we go 
by the secular calendar) everything will be late until we come to 
next Purim when things return to the more recognisable again.

But this Chanukah has just a chance of being “lost” as it were: 
Overpowered for some by the festivities of Xmas, which so 
permeates everything especially its commercial element.

Last year we at the Reform Synagogue started something which 
was almost stymied because of the snow; that, in addition to 
our Chanukah observances, over the Shabbat of Chanukah in 
the synagogue, families would go to each others’ homes and 
celebrate together.

One hopes that even if it is dark and cold that the snows will 
hold off despite the lateness in the year and maybe we can 
all celebrate Chanukah together, with friends, in groups. For 
Chanukah is not just a festival acknowledging the defeat of 
Antiochus. It is also an occasion for one to feel the warmth 
beyond the candles - the warmth of togetherness, the warmth 
that can be between people, the warmth of faith. Chanukah 
Sameach! 

bhrs
rabbi charles Wallach
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE    Tel: 01273 735343
Email: office@bh-rs.org www.bh-rs.org

New Jewish Mother and Toddler group 
starting at 

Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 

Thursday 12th January 2012 at the AJEX Hall 
9.15am - 11.15am 

Toys, games, story time and singing with refreshments
£1 Synagogue members, £2 non-members. 

Come along and make new friends!
For more details, call Sara Newton 

on 07971 226103 
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more than Doughnuts
by Rabbi Hershel Rader
Why do we celebrate Chanukah for eight days? Everyone 
knows the answer; because there was enough oil for only 
one day and it lasted for eight.  Yet Rabbi Yosef Cairo, author 
of the Shulchan Aruch, poses the following question: if there 
was enough oil to last for one day then then should not the 
miracle of the oil be for the subsequent seven days?  He 
offers three different answers.

First, those who were preparing the Menorah for lighting knew 
it would take eight days until fresh oil arrived. They divided 
the existing flask of oil into eight parts, so that the Menorah 
would be lit every day, albeit not for the entire day. A miracle 
occurred and the small amount of oil put in the Menorah each 
day lasted the entire day. Hence, there was a miracle on the 
first day as well.

Second, on the first night, the entire contents of the flask 
were emptied into the Menorah, which should have enabled 
the Menorah to be lit for one entire day. However, after filling 
the Menorah the flask was miraculously still full. This miracle 
occurred on each of the eight days.

Third, on the first night the entire contents of the flask were 
emptied into the Menorah. When the Menorah was checked 
in the morning it was found that none of the oil had burned 

and the Menorah was still full. This miracle continued until the 
end of the eight days. Hence, a miracle occurred on all of the 
eight days.

There are other approaches to answering this question. The 
Pri Chadash points out that if there had been no miracle of 
the oil we would still celebrate one day to commemorate the 
great Jewish victory over the Greeks. It follows that the first 
day of Chanukah celebrates the victory and the other seven 
the miracle of the oil.

Whatever the answer, it is clear that Chanukah, which marks 
our triumphant resistance to assimilation, has a connection 
with oil. For that matter the Temple Menorah, a major symbol 
of Judaism, was fueled by oil.  The Rabbis describe oil in two 
very different, almost contradictory, ways. On the one hand 
it ‘spreads and penetrates’ into places a liquid such as water 
does not reach. On the other hand ‘oil floats on water’ and 
has the ability to remain totally separate.

The history of the Jewish people is one of dispersion. We 
have been exiled from our homeland and spread throughout 
the world, penetrating and enhancing alien societies. The 
genius of Jewish survival has been our ability to maintain our 
unique and separate spiritual heritage and identity. Being 
Jewish means living amongst others with different beliefs and 
cultures. Judaism demands that we resist assimilating and 
retain our own belief and religious identity.

our Women of the year

Alma Caplin and Sarah Amram were named as BHHC’s 
Women of the Year for 5772.

Alma is a stalwart volunteer in our community, helping out 
with, among other things, Kiddushim.  Recently she was seen 
climbing up the tree on our grounds picking pears to make 
dessert for our Sukkot lunch.  

Sarah has been very active with the Cheder, organising events 
involving the children and other parents.  She is always willing 
to help when necessary.

Both women were honoured for their dedication, their love 
of our community and their humour, making everything an 
enjoyable experience for all involved.

We are delighted to welcome back guest Chazan 
Adrian Alexander who officiated so beautifully 

over the Yomim Tovim. 

The service will be followed by Kiddush and 
then a full Shabbat Lunch. Lunch will be a very 

reasonable £12.50 and bookings must be made in 
advance at the Shul office on 01273 888855.

We are delighted to be hosting this year’s Chanu-
kah Service and Tea on Tuesday 27th December. 

Mincha will be at 3.30 pm followed by lighting 
of a full menorah and then tea in the Mark Luck 

Hall. Maariv will take place after the tea.
Everyone in the community is welcome.

Shabbat Chanukah 
24th December 

Chanukah Service and Tea 
27th December 

bhhc
rabbi hershel rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.webjam.com/bhhc10
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on chanukah
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

The translation of the festival’s name is “Dedication”, 
because, after the desecration of the second Temple (it was 
turned into a Greek pagan place of worship) the building was 
cleared, every last vestige of idolatry was removed, and the 
Temple was re-consecrated to the service of the one God. 
The re-dedication took place on 25 Kislev in the year 165 
BCE.  Ever since, the Jewish people commemorate this date 
as the first day of Chanukah.

We know about these events, since they are recorded in the 
two Books of Maccabees, which are part of the Apocrypha.   
Matityahu and his five sons - Yohanan, Yonatan, Yehuda, 
Elazar, and Shimon) are called the Hasmonean family. They 
led the Jewish people in rebellion against the Syrian Greek 
forces under King Antiochus IV, who wished to impose 
Hellenism (Greek culture and religion) on the Jews and 
invaded Judea in order to do so.

Yehuda is known as The Maccabee because the Hebrew 
“Macav” means a hammer, and, following his father’s 
death during the first year of the revolt, Yehuda assumed 
the leadership and began to hammer the enemy with all 
his might.  Similarly, in French history, Charles Martel was 
Charles the Hammer and in English history Edward I was 
called “the Hammer of the Scots”.

Judaism did not dwell on the battles, but concentrated on 
the spiritual aspect. For three years, the lights of the Temple’s 

seven-branched golden menorah were extinguished, since 
the enemy knew that the lights on the candelabrum signified 
the light of Judaism.

After the Syrians were driven from Judea, and the Temple 
cleaned and dedicated, the priests went to the chamber 
where pure olive oil for the lighting was stored in jars. To 
their dismay they found that the oil had been used for pagan 
worship, the seal on each jar having been broken. Then, a 
small jar was found intact.  It had been overlooked among 
the larger containers. There was sufficient oil to light each of 
the seven branches of the menorah, but only for twenty-four 
hours. The miracle was, that when a messenger returned with 
stocks of fresh olive oil from groves several days journey from 
Jerusalem, the lights of the candelabrum were still burning.

Symbolically, this is meant to remind us that though the 
enemy tried to destroy Judaism and the Jewish people, we 
survived – and this has happened throughout the last two 
thousand years of Diaspora history. The light of Judaism still 
burns brightly.

hhc
rabbi Vivian silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035  Email: hollandroadshul@btinternet.com

December  Diary
13 Tuesday Ladies discussion circle, 10,30 am
20 Tuesday First Chanukah light after dark
26 Monday Bank holiday
27 Tuesday Bank holiday
28 Wednesday Last day of Chanukah
31 Shabbat Bar Mitzvah of Joseph Gabriel

Malcolm Green
Catering

The selection of your menu is an important part in the 
planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. 

We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements 
and help create the function you will be proud of. Let us 

introduce you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s 
leading Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher 

destination wedding specialist.
Join us for our glatt kosher June/July tour of “Mystical Ireland” 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST
Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823

 koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

www.kosherexperiences.co.il

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN 

(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
 www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/

MARTIN GROSS 
Funeral Director and
Funeral Consultant

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771
07540 066566
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Winter challenges and opportunities
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

We are in the midst of the darkest time of the year. Some 
people welcome the darkness and the opportunity it offers 
to hibernate. Some look forward, hopefully, to crisp, crystal-
clear days. Some escape to holidays in the sun. For those 
who have to commute to work, venturing out before sunrise 
and returning after sunset, winter can feel like one long dark 
tunnel they just have to get through. For those living on a tight 
budget, winter may bring with it anxiety: can I afford to heat 
my home? For those who are elderly and live alone, the hours 
of darkness may accentuate feelings of loneliness. 

Whatever our experiences and circumstances, living as we 
do in a country regulated by the Christian calendar, winter 
is also punctuated by Christmas, providing opportunities for 
distraction, not just for one day, but for at least two months 
beforehand as Christmas merchandising dominates the High 
Street, and all advertising outlets. In recent years, Christmas 
has also meant a protracted closedown for many workplaces. 
But this year, as economic recession begins to bite, perhaps 
it will not be quite as easy to indulge in Christmas distractions 
and spend money on presents and celebrations…

For Jews living as a minority, Christmas brings other 
challenges. For some, the Christian aspect of the Christmas 
season has become so peripheral, that it is simply an 
opportunity to get away from the harsher aspects of winter 
and enjoy time with family and friends. For others, the 
domination of Christmas is a source of annoyance and 
a reminder, if one were needed, that Jewish life is lived 
on the margins. Fortunately, in recent times, the annual 
Limmud Jewish education conference, held for five days 
over Christmas each year, has not only provided a means of 
getting away from Christmas for those Jews who want to, 
but also, whether or not it coincides with Chanukah, as it 
does this year, a wonderful alternative celebration that brings 
hundreds of Jews together of all dominations and none – 
orthodox and progressive, cultural and secular. But it does 
more than this: Limmud also proclaims the distinctive feature 
of Judaism: Limmud – learning; learning which is engaging, 
dynamic and interactive. 

What better way to celebrate and perpetuate Jewish life 
than by generating a learning extravaganza that informs and 
stimulates and equips Jews of all colours to engage actively 
with our shared inheritance. So why not ‘Google’ ‘Limmud’ 
and join the fun.

bhPs on the move:  Project going Places

On the day after Yom Kippur, over thirty members came 
to help clear Farm Road of the last of its furniture and to 
move everything in to the Montefiore Hall until it is put into 
permanent storage or sold. Sarah W and Francine M provided 
us with a splendid lunch and the whole day felt like a party, 
even if rather more energetic than most parties.

When we move back we shall be sitting in chairs so that we 
can feel a closer more personal connection with the service.

Our postal address, phone and email have not changed, and 
our website is always lively and up to date!  Shabbat morning 
services and Cheder are in Ralli Hall at 11.00 am courtesy of 
the Ralli Hall Board, and our Shabbat evening services are 
being held in members’ homes.  For details please ring the 
office.

bhPs
rabbi elizabeth tikvah sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk
www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

The Last Pew looking a bit lonely as it waits for its new Freecycle owner 
to collect.
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What’s on: December 2011  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

shabbat shaLom – brighton times
In     Light Candles Out  Havdalah
Fri 2      3.40 pm  Sat 3  4.54 pm
Fri 9      3.37 pm  Sat 10  4.52 pm 
Fri 16     3.37 pm  Sat 17  4.53 pm 
Fri 23     3.40 pm  Sat 24  4.56 pm
Fri 30     3.45 pm  Sat 31  5.01 pm

sPeciaL Dates
Chanukah  - light first candle Wednesday 21
Chanukah  - light eighth candle Tuesday 27
Communal Chanukah Candle Lighting Sat 26 at 6.30 pm in Palmeira Square, Hove

reguLar actiVities 

Sundays
carmel tennis club �  10.00 am-12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels 
welcome. Tel: Leon on 07717 222744

Mondays

the ethics of our fathers �  with Rabbi Efune 11.30-12.30 pm 
Chabad House, 15 Upper Drive, Hove.  Tel: 01273 321919

afternoon club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Tel: Reba 01444 410435

rubber and Duplicate bridge �  1.30-4.30 pm £2.00. Tel: Reba 
01444 410435 

contemporary basic talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 
8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

tanya (Kabbalah) Learning group   � with Penina Efune  - 
Ladies only 8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays

ralli hall Lunch and social club � , 10.30 am-4.30 pm Tel: 
Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly RH

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00-4.30 pm RH

Painting with rochelle (jas)   �  7.00 pm-9.00 pm Tel: 01273 
503708 RH

israeli Dancing  �  7.45 pm-9.45 pm Tel: Jacky 01273 688538 
RH

Wednesdays

chutzpah singers   �  (Singing in Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew, 
Aramaic and other languages) with Polina Shepherd 7.00-
8.45 pm Tel: Rosalind 01273 541031 RH

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00-4.30 pm RH

jacs  �  at the AJEX Centre 2.00 pm, Eaton Road, Hove - 
£2.00 members/£2.50 non-members.  

Thursdays

ralli hall Lunch and social club � , 10.30 am-4.30 pm. Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

Weekly torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad 
House. 01273 321919. 

eVents for December 

j:tots �  – for parents, toddlers, grandparents and carers - is held 
monthly at Ralli Hall. For information regarding the next session, 
please e-mail Rachel at jtots@rocketmail.com or ring 01273 204333. 
 
Monday 5  
centre for german-jewish studies  � University of Sussex Arts A 155, Dr 
Shirli Gilbert ‘Forgotten Letters: A Refugee from Nazism in Apartheid 
South Africa’ 4.30 pm 
 
Wednesday 7
jacs Winter break in eastbourne   � – no meeting  
 
Saturday 10 
Worthing & District jewish community chanukah evening with Daniel  �
cainer – 6.45 pm at Quakers Meeting House, 34 Mill Road, Worthing. 
Telephone 01903 779720.  £7.50 members/£8.25 non-members  
 
Sunday 11
  � ccj brighton & hove branch christmas/chanukah get-together – 
festive food to bring and share at 3.00 pm Court Barn, The Green, 
Rottingdean with speaker Rabbi Vivian Silverman. Telephone 01273 
302611 
 
Wednesday 14
  � jacs  – with guest Speaker Mark Perry-Nash on Feminism.  AJEX 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove  at 2.00 pm.  £2.00 members / £2.50 non-
members
sussex jewish representative council agm  � – Hillel House, Middle Street, 
Brighton at 8.00 pm.  Telephone 01273 206456 to book a place on 
the Park & Ride from Hove Town Hall 
 
Sunday 18  
sussex jewish film club   � – at RH - The Jazz Singer - 7.00 pm for 
7.30pm  
 
Monday 19
sjr sarid (brighton group) annual chanukah Party   � – 10.45 am at RH. 
Donation £1.50 to include light refreshments 
 
Wednesday 21
jacs   � – with guest Speaker Leah Mitchell on The Life of William 1V.  
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove  at 2.00 pm.  £2.00 members / £2.50 
non-members 
 
Saturday 26
communal chanukah candle Lighting   � – 
in Palmeira Square, Hove 6.30 pm  
 
Wednesday 28
jacs   � –no meeting

COMMUNITY EVENTS – 
 IMPORTANT REMINDER

Contact the Communal Diary before planning 
your events. 

info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Grodzinki’s challot 
and rye bread are 

available from Premier 
Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street every 

Thursday morning until 
supplies run out.


