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Israel has negotiated prisoner releases previously; however, Gilad 
Shalit is the first living soldier to be returned in 26 years.  Recent 
prisoner exchanges have been for the return of bodies and/or 
remains.  Some have argued whether Shalit should have been 
rescued or his release negotiated.  Others have asked whether 
the cost was appropriate. Yet before the exchange had even been 
completed, Hamas declared its intention to commit additional 
kidnappings in future.  What does that mean for the Middle East and 
beyond?

The Israeli 
government and 
the Israel Defence 
Forces must now 
not only protect 
their civilians and 
soldiers from the recidivism of the released prisoners, but must also 
be on alert to future kidnapping attempts.  Israelis must be even more 
careful in their own country.

On the Palestinian side, whilst Mahmoud Abbas enjoyed considerable 
popularity when filing his unilateral declaration of statehood, Hamas 
has overshadowed him and his government.  The Palestinians need 
to establish reliable and trustworthy principles of governance and 
government.   Who is really in charge?

Because of this, it is likely that we can expect a significant setback to 
the  reinvigoration of the peace process.  The Hamas commitment to 
further kidnappings will result in greater mistrust between Israel and 
the Palestinians.  It may also represent a greater division between 
the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza.  With 
whom is one to negotiate?
 
The United Nations Security Council also needs to take heed of 
what has happened and what it means for the Palestinian attempt 

at statehood.  Leaving aside any 
other issues in the application, 
Gilad Shalit was denied access 
to the Red Cross and other rights 
under the Geneva Conventions.  
Does a Hamas commitment 
to further kidnappings mean 

that the potential fledgling state has no regard for the borders of 
other nations?  Isn’t this all contrary to the principles for which the 
United Nations were established?  If so, how can it be considered a 
responsible state?  

In the meantime, Gilad Shalit has come home and that is a cause for 
celebration now.  However, we must be mindful of the many issues 
his release has raised and how they need to be addressed urgently.

Gilad shalit has beeN returNed.  
What does this meaN for the middle 

east aNd beyoNd?
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To ensure that we receive your submissions by email, please send them ONLY to 
editor@sussexjewishnews.com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration 
for publication. To assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format 
using Times New Roman as a font. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of volunteers, 
any response may be subject to delay.

sussex Jewish News
Po box 2178
hove bN3 3sZ
telephone:  07906 955 404
e-mail: editor@sussexjewishnews.com

MARTIN GROSS
Funeral Director and 
Funeral Consultant 

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771 
07540 066566

HELPING HANDS 
We invite you to check out our new website:  
www.helping-hands.org
Telephone: (01273) 747722 Email: helping-hands@ntlworld.com
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even more mikvah musings
Mrs Efune’s article on the Brighton mikvah has certainly 
provoked much discussion and interest amongst the younger 
people in our community. The recent letter from Martin 
Boyask in your Rosh Hashanah edition certainly shows how 
misguided is his judgment or criticism. 

It has been said by many that having a mikvah is more 
important than any shul because anyone can have a 
gathering, and erect a temporary Aron Chodesh: all one 
needs is a minyan of 10 men or more… 

The whole purpose of a mikvah is for women to cleanse 
themselves and therefore their families, each month until or 
just after menopause, in order to become spiritually fulfilled 
and reach a higher level of fulfillment.  Whether there be 4 or 
40 ladies who use it, Chassidic visitors or not, or even as in 
Holland Road in the past few months, out of town weddings 
or home-grown weddings - where is the mikvah? 

An estimated Jewish population of between 500 and 1000 
ladies, some 2500 Jewish families, perhaps 200 or so 
students, as well as 100’s of Jewish visitors from around the 
globe, make Brighton and Hove the only large community 
without a mikvah.

As for Mr Boyask’s assertion that the intention to site or build 
one at BHHC would be useless since no-one really would use 
it, this seems to me a futile argument. 

As for the building and running costs: it would be funded 
privately and run ostensibly by a joint committee of the 
various participant shuls with Mrs Efune in charge of this 
project.

Lastly, if a community as small and diverse as Torremolinos, 
where 300 families have a kosher deli and mikvah, surely 
the South coast could have these, whether at BHHC or 
elsewhere. Not forgetting Portsmouth, Southampton, 
Worthing, Eastbourne and Canterbury, there are 5,000 Jews 
or more within a 50 mile radius.

Braham D Finestone
East Saltdean

albanians and Jews
The following email was sent to Prof Scarlett Epstein by 
Prince Leka of Albania, who is the grandson of King Zog 
and adopted grandson of Scarlett herself.  He refers to the 
kindness of Albanians to the Jews during WW2, which is 
mentioned on the Albanian Royal Household website.

Dear Scarlett,

I suggest that you follow this site: http://www.
albanianroyalcourt.al/pages/The%20Holocast%20in%20
Albania It is in English as you may notice and the whole page 
should be of your liking, please note that the translation key is 
always on the top right corner, English and Albanian. We have 
not added other languages as yet.

Leka

thank you
Just thought I would share with you my view that the SJN has 
gone from strength to strength since the joint editorial board 
took it over. Ivor Miskin z’l has been much in my thoughts 
over Rosh Hashanah, and I am sure you miss him as much 
as we at BHPS do. Nonetheless, the magazine continues to 
entertain and inform the community in way of which I am sure 
Ivor M would have approved. I especially appreciated your 
October editorial. 

Betty Skolnick

in praise of hyman fine house
I find it very upsetting when I hear reports criticizing the 
home, from people who have possibly never been into Hyman 
Fine House.

My mother z’l had been in Hyman Fine House for sixteen 
months. At first she was reasonably mobile but then she had 
dementia and sadly could hardly move. The staff, without 
exception, were amazing and managed to deal with all 
situations that they met in the course of carrying out their 
duties.

The old people become institutionalized; they grumble about 
everything and most of what they say can be ignored. With 
an ageing community we have to accept this as they have 
nothing else to do.

I have visited many people in many homes over the years 
and we don’t know when we are well off!  Please go and see 
for yourself how the residents are cared for at Hyman Fine 
House. The home is clean and the amenities are great.  All 
I can do is to thank Jewish Care and all the many people 
involved with Hyman Fine House.

Marilyn Fisher

Errata 
The Editorial Board apologises for the following errors and 
omissions in the New Year Greetings from last issue:
• Marilyn Fisher’s greeting was inadvertently omitted; and
• in the greeting from Beryl and John Booker, John’s name 
was misspelled.
The Editorial Board regrets these errors.

Council of Christians & Jews
Brighton & Hove Branch 
We will be holding our Christmas/Chanukah 
get-together on Sunday December 11th at 3.00 
pm
Address:  Court Barn, The Green, Rottingdean.
Speaker:  Rabbi Vivian Silverman 
To be followed by festive food, which 
everybody brings and shares.

Please phone 01273 302611 if you wish to find out how to get 
to Court Barn, or if you can get a lift.

We hope that many people will come. There is plenty of room.
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special birthdays
•  Mazel tov to Donald Curtis, Jacinta Dawe, Samuel Firsht, 

Adrienne Gross, Ian Jaffe, Sue Rea, Sandra Rutherford, 
Marjorie Seldon, Irene Style and Irene Wise, all of who are 
celebrating special birthdays this month

engagements
Mazel tov to Jane and Paul Waldman on the engagement of 
Louise to Simon Shepherd

anniversaries
Mazel tov to
•  Barbara & Victor Comiskey on the celebration of their 45th 

wedding anniversary
•  Alison & Graham Dollow on the celebration of their 25th 

wedding anniversary
•  Lynn & Daniel Green on the celebration of their 35th 

wedding anniversary
•  Vera & David Green on the celebration of their 65th wedding 

anniversary

achievements
•  Mazel tov to Lazar Liebenberg on acceptance to the Royal 

Academy of Music’s Junior Department

•  Mazel tov to Harrison Faull (age 12), 
elder son of Ashley & Heather Faull and 
grandson of Stanley & Dian Faull, who 
won the National Powerboat Final in 
Southampton on 18 September 2011.  
He was the toast of the Southampton 
Boat Show after securing a Honda RYA 
Youth RIB Championship medal.

restored
Congratulations to Alan Besbrode on moving back into his 
house after the fire

Get Well 
We wish refuah sheleimah to Sam Barsam, Michael Linde and 
Mef Sharpe

deaths
We wish Long Life to:
•  the family of David Berman z’l
•  the family of Arnold Oppenheimer z’l
•  the family of Teddy Woolf z’l

stonesettings
•  The consecration of the memorial stone in loving memory 

of Alvin Noah z’l will take place on Sunday 13 November at 
11.30 am at the Jewish cemetery in Waltham Abbey

New director for Centre for German-
Jewish studies
As the University 
of Sussex 
celebrates 
its fiftieth 
anniversary this 
autumn, we are 
delighted to 
welcome the 
newly appointed 
Director of 
the Centre for 
German-Jewish 
Studies, Gideon 
Reuveni. He will 
also hold the 
post of Reader in Modern Jewish History in the School of 
History, Art History and Philosophy. 
Dr Reuveni took a BA in Philosophy and Political Science 
in 1991 at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, followed by 
an MA with a thesis on German Historiography after the 
First World War. He earned his doctorate there (summa cum 
laude) in 2001 with a dissertation on Reading Culture and 
Consuming Culture in Germany before 1933.  Gideon is 
fluent in Hebrew, German, English and Yiddish. He will be 
able to draw on a wide range of previous experience as a 
Lecturer or Research Fellow at the Universities of Munich and 
Leipzig, Madison-Wisconsin, Melbourne and the Ben Gurion 
University of the Negev. His teaching expertise includes 
courses on the History and Legacy of Weimar Germany, Jews 
and the Modern European Economy, Modern Jewish History, 
and Holocaust Controversies.  
His publications have highlighted certain themes that tend 
to be overlooked by mainstream research, notably Jewish 
Consumerism, Advertising and Jewish Ethnic Marketing, 
German Public Libraries, the Sale of Newspapers in Weimar 
Germany from Railway Station Bookstalls, Everyday Life 
in Nazi Germany, and  Sport and the Militarization of 
Jewish Society. His study of Reading Germany: Literature 
and Consumer Culture in Germany before 1933 has been 
published both in English and in Hebrew, and he has co-
edited a series of further ground-breaking books, including 
Jüdische Geschichte lesen, The Economy in Jewish History, 
and Emancipation through Muscles: Jews in European Sport.   
At Sussex, where he will initially benefit from the continuing 
support of Christian Wiese as visiting professor, Gideon 
will be able to build on his wide range of experience as 
a conference organizer. During recent years he has co-
organized international conferences on ‘Diaspora, Migration 
and Jewish Memories of China’, ‘Shopping Ideas, Trading 
Theories and Hawking Cultural Histories’, ‘Jewish Humour’, 
and ‘Jews in European Sport’.  
Asked what attracts him about the new opportunities at 
Sussex, Gideon replied that he is most excited to be joining 
colleagues whose work he has long admired. Christian 
Wiese has shown that specialized research groups can 
become major players in Jewish studies. Building on these 
achievements, Gideon hopes we will be able to strengthen 
the study of Jewish History at the University and extend the 
activities of a dynamic, outreaching Centre that will combine 
the highest standards of teaching with cutting-edge research. 
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ralli hall
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman

I should like to take this opportunity of welcoming Brighton & 
Hove Progressive Synagogue to its temporary home at Ralli 
Hall, while its premises undergo an extensive and exciting 
upgrade. I understand that this is likely to take at least a 
year, if not a little longer. We are very pleased to be able to 
assist this well-established arm of our community, so that 
the services and Cheder need not be disrupted while the 
community is homeless. Their office is elsewhere, but no 
doubt full details will be announced in SJN.

You will possibly be aware that the Ralli Hall Lunch & Social 
Club is now being run as a separate charity, albeit with mainly 
the same trustees and, of course, still at Ralli Hall. This 
change will, hopefully, prevent future confusion on the part 
of the outside bodies that help with the funding of this most 
important, and thankfully flourishing, part of our community 
life.

We are continuing with the maintenance and upgrade 
programme of our magnificent building and I am pleased 
to confirm that I have just given instructions for the last two 
exposed windows in the rear elevations to be replaced, 

including Jacqui’s upper floor office, which is particularly 
draughty. In addition, the outer front porch, with its imposing 
columns, has had a facelift. It was looking rather sad, and 
definitely not in keeping with our smart new image!

We have also completed the upgrade to the heating in the 
Great Hall, although we still need to replace the ageing gas-
fired boiler. Hopefully, whatever the weather this winter, with 
the dire warnings of arctic conditions to come, the Great Hall 
should be warm and snug, as we have now fitted a warm air 
curtain heater inside the side door, which needs to be opened 
for the Lunch Club members who arrive by community 
transport.

All of our usual community activities are re-starting for the 
autumn, although we are still looking for a Modern Hebrew 
teacher to give Ivrit lessons and, from a perusal of our two-
weekly planner in the office, there are a great many activities 
being held throughout each week from our commercial 
lettings, some of which could well be of interest to our 
community. In fact, a programme of all regular activities is 
available at the centre – if you wish a copy to be sent to you, 
just phone on 01273 202254 and ask Norina or Maxine.

See you at Ralli Hall.

Garden Party for eastbourne hC
by Manny Godfrey 

All Stella Harris wanted was a warm, sunny day for her garden 
party in aid of Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation’s Synagogue 
building fund - no such luck!  Despite the overcast rainy 
day, 42 people came to the party, and although her house 
is not big, somehow people made themselves comfortable.  
They came from Brighton, Eastbourne, Hastings and Bexhill, 
Seaford and Stockholm...yes, Stockholm in Sweden.  Many 
of her friends made scones and cakes, and donated raffle 
prizes.

It was such a jolly gathering. There was entertainment from 
Ruth, Marguerite and Rosie. Many Jewish songs were sung 
but sadly, there was no room for Israeli dances!  There was 
plenty of food, many prizes won, lots of tea and coffee, 
and some even got to sit on the patio.  It was a lovely 
event participated in by folk from the Eastbourne Hebrew 
Congregation, Eastbourne Progressive Congregation, Bexhill 
CCJ and Hastings Jewish Society.
 
We raised over £230, so not only was it an enjoyable event, 
but a profitable one too.

All our meetings will take place at Ralli Hall, Denmark Villas, Hove commencing at 7.45 
pm. After the lecture there will be a short question and answer session, and then light 
refreshments. It is expected that the whole proceedings will conclude by about 9.30 pm. 
Entrance is free to all members of the Society, a small charge of £4.00 per head being made to 
visitors.

29 November 2011  “Church and Synagogue - From Sisters to Enemies in Mediaeval Europe” 
by Professor Miri Rubin, Queen Mary, University of London.

24 January 2012   “The Bevin Enigma” by Raphael Langham, Vice President and former Hon 
Treasurer, Jewish Historical Society.

28 February 2012  “The Jews of the Arab World” by Edwin Schuker, Vice Chairman, World 
Sephardi Congress.

27 March 2012   “Exhibiting Jews and Jewishness - from the Mocatta Library to the Jewish 
Museum” by Dr Katherin Pieren.

24 April 2012  “Stranger among Friends” by Mark Perry-Nash.

Please telephone 01273-419412 or email g.gould915@btinternet.com for further information.

Jewish historical society, 2011-12 Programme 
by Godfrey R Gould, Chairman
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Caroline lucas on hamas
Brighton Pavilion MP Caroline Lucas recently shared a 
panel with vocal Hamas supporters in Manchester.  The 
Mancunion, a student newspaper, reported that Dr Lucas 
believes that ties to Hamas are legitimate as she considers 
them a “democratically elected” and “legitimate government 
in Palestine” akin to Sinn Fein.

Whilst the European Union classifies Hamas as a terrorist 
organisation, Dr Lucas – as a vice-president of the Stop 
The War Coalition - states that supporting Hamas is not 
intrinsically wrong.   Whilst she condemns part of the Hamas 
organisation, she is reported to have said that,  “If you were 
to say to me that you had absolute evidence that I was 
inadvertently sharing a panel with someone who advocated a 
military violent response in the Middle East or anywhere else, 
I would be deeply worried about that.” 

The Brighton MP is also reported to have said that she did 
not believe allegations against British Muslim Initiative’s 
president, Mohammed Sawalha, that he fled to London 
from Israel and masterminded military strategy for Hamas, 
notwithstanding that such allegations are reported on the 
BBC’s website.  She also did not wish to discuss Ibrahim 
Moussawi, a senior journalist at a Hezbollah newspaper, 
who spoke at a Stop the War meeting in London in 2008.  Dr 
Lucas is reported to say that she did not want to discuss him 
because she had “no idea” who he was. However, an article 
in the New Yorker in 2002 claimed that Mr Moussawi had 
called Jews “a lesion on the forehead of history.”

Other notable members of Stop the War include former MP 
Tony Benn – the group’s president, George Galloway MP – 
one of several vice presidents, and the political commentator 
Tariq Ali.

aJeX
The following are the details for your diary of the forthcoming 
AJEX Remembrance Services and Parades.
 
On Thursday, 10 November our markers will be laid at the Old 
Steine at 10.30 am, prior to a short service at 11.00 am taken 
by the Vicar of Brighton in the presence of the Mayor, Anne 
Meadows, with attendance by Standard Bearers.

On Sunday, 13 November there will be a Remembrance 
Service for all military etc.  Muster at Madeira Drive at 10.30 

am for all those who are able to march plus Standard Bearers. 
Following the Old Steine Parade, the AJEX Service this year 
will take place at Holland Road Synagogue. Those attending 
need to be seated by 4.00 pm, as the Mayor’s Party usually 
arrives at 4.15 pm. 

Sunday, November 20th should be the London Parade & 
Rally, but at present our Chairman, Aubrey Cole, is waiting 
for confirmation of the format for this event, so until this is 
received, no further information is available.  Any queries 
please call Aubrey on 01273 737417.

ralli hall lunch Club
by Jacquie Tichauer 
I hope you all had a good Yom Tov. September has been an 
enjoyable month and we have added a few new entertainers 
to our list, including Richard; I am sure he would win “Britain’s 
Got Talent” as he is extremely good and a few of our ladies 
would love to take him home with them!

Believe it or not we had a belly dancer, who was fantastic, but 
what was even more interesting is that some of our members 
joined in and showed us volunteers how to move our hips! 
The following week we had Leo the Salsa dancer to give us 
a demonstration, which  was a lot of fun and even my line 
manager Alan (Burke) got up to dance, so his wife Shirley had 
better watch out…

We also welcomed the AJEX members who joined us for 
our lovely three course kosher lunch before they had their 
monthly meeting at Ralli Hall. We have recently celebrated 
three significant birthdays with our members, Michel at 99 
and Mimi at 96.  Sheila, one of our volunteers, also had a 
birthday, so we all enjoyed eating the cakes.

The Bridge Classes on Thursdays are running very well and I 
believe they will soon be joining in with the bridge games in 
the afternoon: if anyone is interested in learning bridge please 
contact me.

The best news is that we have received a grant from the 
Awards For All lottery, with which to buy laptops so we can 
start new computer courses. We hope to start these on 25 
October, so please contact me if you are interested.

I am going away for two weeks to Israel, so I am leaving the 
Lunch Club in good hands with Georgie, Fiona and Vivien, all 
the other volunteers and my line manager Alan.

Due to simchas and several of our quiz 
supporters who do not wish to miss 
the event, being on holiday, we have 
reluctantly decided to postpone our 
pub quiz evening which was due to 
take place on 12 November 2011 to 24 
March 2012.  Please put this new date 
in your diary.

Helping Hands Pub Quiz
Important Announcement 

The Helping Hands Pub Quiz has 
been postponed until 24 March 2012.
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1984 - birth of an icon
by Brian Megitt

Imagine, if you will, that you are one of 
over 2,500 people packed into a large 
auditorium waiting for the show to 
start. Like the rest of the population of 
the country, you have been subjected 
to what, as the years roll by, will be 
regarded as one of the most iconic 
adverts ever aired.

The lights go down and there is a more 
than expectant quiet. A young man, 
smartly dressed in a dark suit and bow 
tie, takes to the stage. Behind him is a 
large screen and sitting centre stage, 
on a tall plinth, is a box-shaped bag. 
The man starts to talk and everyone 
listens, avidly taking in his every word. 
He is talking about computers and how 
their development over the preceding 
thirty years has shaped an industry and 
how the biggest name in the game, 
IBM, has been very slow to respond to 
the trends. But this is no faceless IBM 
person, this is an altogether different 
being. This is someone who has been 
at the very forefront of the design and 
marketing of what we now call the 
Personal Computer. His company is 
number two in the industry. It has a 
turnover that has made the giant IBM 
sit up and take notice. So much so that 
after denying any demand for a small, 
personal computing device, it has 
entered the market, three years earlier, 
with a product that the world will 
call the IBM Personal Computer, 
even though the vast majority of 
those machines will be made by 
companies not associated with IBM 
in any way.

The date is 24 January 1984. The 
theatre in which you are sitting is 
in a small Californian town called 
Cupertino. Hardly anyone in the world 
has heard of Cupertino but what is 
about to be revealed is going to change 
the way consumers and commerce view 
the use of computers.

Let me remind you what computers 
were like up until then. Generally 
speaking, “personal” computers 
were big boxes residing on desk tops 
accompanied by bulky, monochrome, 
cathode ray tube monitors with screens 
that were usually about twelve or fifteen 
inches in size. There was a big keyboard 
and one or two five and a half inch 
floppy disk drives built in to the box. 

The computer did very little, you typed 
a command on the keyboard and the 
computer responded. Your vision was 
usually of white, orange or green text on 
a black background. The text font was 
simple and there was no association 
between what you saw on the screen 
and what came out of the printer. Of 
course, the printers were not that 
advanced, so were inherently limited. 
However, this form of computing was 
a major advance over the way people 
had worked with the big mainframe 
computers and the new mini-computers 
that were revolutionising the way 
industry used computers.
Let’s return to that young man, Steve 
Jobs, on the stage. He has talked, he 
has shown us that iconic advert again 
and now he walks over to that box-
shaped bag. He unzips the top of the 
case and one-handed, he lifts a single, 
neat, box out of the bag. The audience 
gasp in amazement. He connects a 
few leads into the back and takes out 
of his pocket, a small, flat, rigid piece 
of plastic that he inserts into a gap in 
the front of the box. He has told the 
audience that all the images they are 
about to see are generated by what 
was in the bag. What came out of the 
bag is the very first Macintosh personal 
computer.

What comes 
out of the 
box is a 
display of 
words and 
fonts and 
drawings 
and 
games 
that 
have 
never 
been 

seen before on 
a computer. The computer 

even speaks for itself. The audience is 
absolutely overcome and the standing 
ovation goes on and on and on.

The small rigid piece of plastic will 
become known as the three and a half 
inch floppy; made for Apple by Sony.  
Another new invention featured with 
the launch of the Macintosh, was the 
mouse. This device was invented by 

Rank Xerox along 
with the graphic 
user interface and 
bought from them 
and developed further, by Apple a year 
or so earlier. The entire mix of physical 
box, screen, software, was developed 
by Apple engineers to work seamlessly 
as a whole. The concept then, as it is 
now, is that it all “just works”. 

This wasn’t a mere step forward in 
computing, this was a revolution. 
It opened up the way for desktop 
publishing, without which this magazine 
would not be possible, for digital 
imaging and digital publishing. It 
brought the ability to create music and 
images, to have advanced word and 
number processing from the likes of 
Microsoft, which created Word and 
Excel for the Mac. 

1984 saw the start of a computer 
revolution that has never ceased to 
amaze. Apple has been bringing the 
world innovation in computing since 
it began. In July, Apple launched a 
new operating system for the Mac and 
changed the way that people would 
interact with their computers and on 
12th October the world of personal, 
computing will change forever with the 
introduction of iCloud. 

It is sad to know that the man who 
brought all this to the world will not 
be here to enjoy the innovations he so 
loved to develop and bring to ordinary 
people to enhance their lives. When he 
introduced the iPad and the iPad2 he 
ended his keynote speeches by pointing 
out that Apple always tries to be at the 
intersection of technology and “Liberal 
Arts”. It aims to get the best of both, 
to make extremely advanced technical 
products that are intuitive, easy to use, 
fun to use, products that fit the users. 
Hold and use an iPad and you realise 
how true that is but it is equally true of 
all their products. It is his legacy and 
part of Apple’s DNA.

The Apple logo is a trademark of Apple 
Computer Inc and Apple Inc.
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I read that your primary school 
teacher wrote a letter to your parents 
in which she forecast that you would 
become a writer. Is this the case?

That’s right. A very nice lady called Mrs. 
Herman. She was my teacher at Temple 
School, Cheetham Hill, Manchester. 
She set us an essay about the use of 
newspapers, I still remember that. I liked 
writing essays and everybody else had 
finished in about a minute and yawning, 
wanting to do something else now – 
can we go and beat someone up in the 
playground? And when the bell went 
I would, say “Miss, can I stay in and 
finish my essay?” and the all the other 
kids would call me a swot. 

So I was a good boy and stayed in 
to finish my essay which the teacher 
thought was fantastic. She sent my 
mother a very nice letter, which my 
mother then framed, and which sits, in 
its frame on the telly, or it did for a very 
long time. Mrs. Herman wrote that she 
had never read anything so remarkable 
and that she suspected I would become 
a great writer! And when my first novel 
was published, many years later, we 
received a very touching note from Mrs 
Herman’s sister, saying that her sister 
always used to talk about me, and that 
unfortunately she had only just died, but 
that she would have been very proud 
that her prophesy had come true. So 
that letter was also framed. 

Did this govern your ambition, or did 
you have it anyway? 

It didn’t govern it, but it 
was an added spur. That 
was the way I always 
wanted to go. From 
a very early age there was nothing 
else I really wanted to do, but a bit of 
encouragement from a teacher makes 
a big difference, because you feel that 
someone else thinks the same way.

Did it validate your ambition?

Yes, it did. I will be forever in her debt, 
and the world is in her debt! 

What books have most 
influenced your life? 

I can’t remember what I 
read. I am in a constant 
argument with my wife, 
and with myself, because 
I try to persuade my wife 
that at the age of six I was 
reading late Henry James, 
George Eliot and the longer 
Dickens.  Jenny thinks this is unlikely 
and that I idealise my precocity as a 
reader, but I don’t remember children’s 
books. So I get annoyed when I see 
children’s books everywhere, because I 
don’t remember being fed them. I must 
have been fed some; I have a memory 
of things like The Water Babies by 
Charles Kingsley; things like that rather 
than picture books with tank engines in 
them. I must have been bought things 
like that but I don’t have any memory of 
them.  No doubt I exaggerate with the 
Henry James novels, but I think I did 
read precociously. My mother gave me 
things like novels by Anthony Hope and 
Neville Shute, sort of quite well-written 
middle-brow stuff. I wouldn’t have 
read the equivalent of the Harry Potter 
books. And then I did go into Charlotte 
Bronte, Dickens and even Jane Austen, 
quite early really as a young teenager. 

What book are you reading now?  

Well, right this minute I’m reading Pride 
and Prejudice again, but that’s partly 
because I’m about to talk about Jane 

Austen somewhere. But in the main it’s 
very hard to have time at the moment 
to read, because I do write a lot and 
have to read books connected with 
whatever it is that I am writing. So I no 
longer can call myself an avid reader of 
the contemporary novel. I don’t know 
that much about what’s going on. I used 
to read through my teenage years like 
mad, and then as a teacher of English 
Literature I had to read and I loved 

reading and writing about my reading. 
Since being consumed by writing, 
because I am consumed by it, I don’t 
really want to give my time to reading 
when I enjoy writing so much. 

And then suddenly, I will feel I need 
refreshment. Sometimes you feel your 
mind is going stale, or your vocabulary 
is going stale, if you are thinking along 
the same lines. But then I am likely to 
go back to Turgenev or to George Eliot 
or something, rather than read avidly 
what’s coming out now. My wife is a 
much better reader of what happens 
now, and every now and then she will 
give me something and say, “This you 
must read.” The last time she did that, 
she gave me a book called Karoo, by 
an American writer called Steve Tesich, 
and it’s a great book; I loved it. And until 
she gives me the next great book I’ll be 
busy writing.

Congratulations on winning the 
2010 Booker Prize for The Finkler 
Question; a wonderful and well-
deserved achievement. Did it change 

your life?

Yes, it did change my life. A 
prize like that does change 
your life. We still have not 

come to the end of the first year of it. 
We have not stopped, we’ve been all 
over the world, and are about to go 
to those countries we have not been 
to. It changes your life in that you sell 
hundreds of thousands of copies of your 
books and not just tens of thousands. 
Even saying tens of thousands is to 
flatter what one would normally do. The 
great problem these days if you are a 
serious writer is to find readers. Readers 

the finkler Questions and answers - Part 1 
Sussex Jewish News is pleased to present an exclusive interview with 
Howard Jacobson.  The interview was conducted by Stephanie Megitt 
who, like Mr Jacobson, spent her childhood in North Manchester.  The 
interview was held on 1 September 2011 when Mr Jacobson was at 
the Old Market for City Books, Hove.

A bit of encouragement from a teacher makes a 
big difference, because you feel that someone else 

thinks the same way.

Photo: Brian Megitt
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are reading all sorts but they are not 
reading serious novels in the numbers 
that they used to. Most writers are 
losing readers, as it is hard to sustain 
a good readership, and when you win 
a prize like this you are given readers. 
That’s a prize beyond rubies, and 
it’s just the most 
wonderful thing, 
to have readers. It 
changes your sense 
of yourself, because 
this is fifty years on from Mrs Herman’s 
letter; it’s a kind of reinforcement of that 
– no, I wasn’t imagining it, no, it wasn’t 
my fancy. Other people think I am 
pretty good at what I am doing, that’s 
fantastic, a vindication really. It’s a relief, 
because it means I don’t have to worry 
about why I don’t win prizes or why I 
haven’t won this prize, that’s now done 
and I can forget about it.

It reawakens your previous books; either 
books which weren’t out of print but 
not read much or the odd book which 
was out of print and is no longer out of 
print. And that’s not just in England, but 
all over the place. You get translations 
of your books. So far twenty-five 
countries where I did not sell before are 
translating this novel, and you just feel 
that you are a writer that’s being read. 
The thing that you dream of when you 
are a writer is that you will write your 
books and people will read them. 

What you don’t know is how hard it 
is to get people to read your books, 
what a reluctance there is to read 
among readers. Partly because 
there’s so much to read, and they 
need a recommendation. This is the 
recommendation that breaks down 
that reluctance, as there is no greater 
recommendation a writer can have; this 
is the one, it’s fantastic. And it’s also 
good for your self-esteem. It knocks 
you out; I’ve been ill a couple of times. 
Running around 
the world knocks 
you out a bit but I 
am so glad to have 
done the running 
around. I am also lucky for this to have 
come at my age: some people have 
said what a pity it is that I didn’t win it 
earlier, and although it would have been 
nice, if my health doesn’t deteriorate 
too much I will feel that it’s a wonderful 

time to have won. I have got nothing to 
prove in the way that I would have if I 
had been a young writer. Some writers 
win it for their first novel – now what? 
I’ve spoken to some, and they don’t 
find it easy, whereas I have just finished 
another novel as it so happens, and it 

will be judged quite harshly. It will be 
scrutinised, as I am the person that won 
the Booker prize, but I don’t feel I am on 
the line in the way I would have felt had 
I been 25 and won this prize. 

I marvelled at how much unexplained 
Yiddish The Finkler Question 
contained. Have you or your 
publishers ever considered and 
then rejected the idea of including a 
glossary? 

It has been suggested and I have 
never liked the idea. I have never even 
liked the idea of italicising the Yiddish, 
because I want to use it how it was 
used by me growing up, as though it 
is part of the English language. I didn’t 
even know when I was a little boy 
what was Yiddish and what was just 
English, in the same way that words like 
chutzpah and schlep have passed into 
English, so much more difficult Yiddish 
words were part of the language we 
spoke. It’s my gift to English readers 
who aren’t Jewish – I give you the 
Yiddish that I spoke as part of the 
universal English we spoke. 

In my earlier novels, particularly The 
Mighty Walzer, my table tennis novel, I 
used Yiddish freely. Even Jews would 
stop me sometimes to say they wished 
I would explain it because they did 
not speak Yiddish. In Kalooki Nights, 
a later one, I tried to explain Yiddish 

words in every context – I sometimes 
do say the word means this or that. In 
this novel (Finkler) I want the reader to 
work out what it means by the sound 
of it or by its placement or context. I 
tried very hard to enable the reader to 

work out what it was. I put time into 
contextualising it, which doesn’t mean 
it always works. Rather than give them 
a dictionary or a glossary, I want them 
to hear the rhythm, and the sound of 
it. Because anyway, I want people to 
do that when they read me, I don’t 

want them to care about 
the story or the plot. I 
want them to care about 
the language and how 
it works, the drama of 

language, its music, and Yiddish is part 
of the symphony of my novels. 

You have a very distinctive style: how 
long would you say it took to hone it? 
Are you still working on it?

First of all you have to find a voice. It 
took me a while, for all Mrs. Herman’s 
encouragement. I didn’t produce a 
novel until my late thirties and it took 
all sorts of circumstances, a particular 
period of my life that made me unhappy, 
living in a place that I did not enjoy. 
Finding a voice in which to express 
the despondency, a comic irascible 
melancholy, a splenetic but amicable 
voice was the challenge. I finally found it 
in that novel, and re-working that voice 
and versions of it has been the thing 
that interests me.

What I think is so interesting about 
The Finkler Question is that it is not so 
dependent on a single voice as some 
of my other novels are. The voice of the 
Mighty Walzer is clearly the Mancunian 
boy telling his story. Similarly, there 
is a much more disturbed voice in 
Kalooki Nights, whereas in the FQ 
there’s a non-Jewish voice: it’s not a 
first person novel, in that there are 3 
central characters rather than one. But 
there’s a reported first person described 
intimately, so that it can sometimes 
seem like a first person, so one feels 
one’s hearing from Treslove, from 

Finkler, and particularly 
from Libor, which is 
people’s favourite 
character, my favourite 
character in the novel. 

That made a difference, and I think that 
made me easier to read for people who 
find my particular voice sometimes 
difficult. I don’t know why anyone would 
want to be in the company of anyone 
but my hero, but some do and I think 

Most writers are losing readers, as it is hard to sustain a 
good readership, and when you win the Booker Prize you 

are given readers. That’s a prize beyond rubies.

I want them to care about the language and how it 
works, the drama of language, its music, and Yiddish is 

part of the symphony of my novels. 



11

issue 213 | November 2011

  features

the finkler Questions and answers - Part 1
that this voice breaks that down. I think 
that it gives non-Jews an entry into the 
Jewish world, through Treslove who 
isn’t Jewish, thinking about what it is 
to be Jewish and imagining all sorts of 
impossible things about what it is to 
be Jewish. That was the non-Jewish or 
even many a Jewish person’s guide to 
the Jewish world.

So yes, you go on finding other ways of 
doing it.

Your current book, Whatever It Is I 
Don’t Like It, is a selection of your 
weekly articles in the Independent 
from the last thirteen years. Many 
of the essays, whilst often being 
on very serious topics, are very 
humorous. For instance, in “Bad 
Time of the Year” you mention my 
husband’s cousin, Malcolm Megitt, 
who, you say, compiled lists of towns 
containing the largest number of girls 
in them!

Yes, he rang me yesterday and claimed 
not to remember doing it. I hope people 
are laughing at serious things. I say this 
till I am blue in the face, that laughter 
and seriousness are not enemies: they 
complement each other. I hope that 
when you laugh at my books you laugh 
sometimes because there’s nothing 

else to do, you are laughing sometimes 
instead of crying, but I am not light. For 
good or ill I don’t have a light touch; 
I don’t value that. I like to jump into 
the weighty material and then to swim 
around in that. So in Kalooki Nights, a 
lot of people said what are jokes doing 
in a novel about the Holocaust, that I 
had made light of it. I wouldn’t dream 
of it: the comedy that there is in the 
Holocaust is life or death.

I have read that you consider yourself 
a Jewish Jane Austen, and have been 
compared to Woody Allen and Philip 
Roth: are you flattered or insulted by 
this?

That was a little joke, actually, the 
Jane Austen thing, made on the hoof 
about six years ago at the Hay-on-Wye 
literary festival, in response to someone 
calling me the English Philip Roth. I 
now wish I had said I was the male 
Jane Austen instead, (I can’t complain, 
since I write about Jewish things), but 
I get a bit sick of being called a Jewish 
novelist. There are so few Jewish male 
novelists in this country, so that when 
they compare me it is always to Philip 
Roth or Saul Bellow. They are great 
writers and wonderful to be compared 
to, but although I see some things we 
have in common I simply say, look, I am 

English, not American. I was brought up 
to read Jane Austen, not Philip Roth. 
I knew I wanted to be a writer long 
before Philip Roth was writing, let alone 
before I read Philip Roth. My influences 
were not coming from there, they were 
coming from the English tradition.

I don’t think people think you were 
influenced by him, so much as they 
see similarities, in that Philip Roth is 
a writer who is very much influenced 
by his milieu, and writes about it, as 
you do about yours. 

And he’s a man, and he’s Jewish, and 
he likes writing about sex, and I like 
writing about sex. His two subjects 
are Jewishness and sex, and my two 
subjects are Jewishness and sex, but 
still…Jane didn’t write about Jews at all, 
or sex, although she did in a way. When 
I’m writing I don’t hear the Americans, 
I hear the music in my head, which is 
that of Shakespeare, Dr. Johnson and 
Jane Austen. Those are the sounds that 
I hear when I am shaping a sentence; I 
don’t mean I am trying to be them, but 
they are the examples that influence me.

Next issue:  Howard Jacobson’s views 
on Orthodox Judaism, Israel and anti-
Zionism, all in Part II of our exclusive 
interview.

Zf trip to tel aviv
by Carolyne  Davis 

It is nearly four years since the last 
Brighton & Hove Solidarity Mission to 
Israel, so I was delighted to arrive in 
Tel Aviv in time to join the 63rd Zionist 
Federation trip and meet with fellow 
Brightonians and friends Susan and 
Philip Conway. It couldn’t have been 
a more exciting and fearful time, with 
Palestinian President Abbas approaching 
the UN in a bid for statehood. It felt 
especially appropriate to be together 
with an organisation that has fought 
relentlessly for the promotion of Zionism 
since 1899. 

It was very fitting that our first stop that 
morning was to the Herzl Museum and 
then to the Knesset, linking the past 
with the present. But the present is not 
the land of milk and honey as hoped 
for, but a divided society surrounded by 
hostile neighbours and delegitimised by 

the world. The Prime Minister of Israel 
addressed the UN as a “theatre of the 
absurd”.  Israel, in her efforts to defend 
herself, has had more resolutions against 
her than all other countries put together 
including Iran, which is freely threatening 
to wipe Israel off the face of the earth 
whilst developing nuclear weapons.  The 
problems facing Israel are complex and 
multi-faceted, and the Arab Spring, while 
offering hope to the many living under 
dictatorial regimes, has left Israel on 
rocky ground with no clear leadership in 
Egypt and unrest in many neighbouring 
countries. 

On my second morning I was 
delighted to meet Colonel Richard 
Kemp, a previous Commander of the 
British Forces in Afghanistan, who, 
coincidentally, has fond memories of 
Brighton as a child. He has written 
extensively in Israel’s defence, especially 
concerning the accusation of the IDF’s 
actions in Gaza. Our next visit was to 
the Rabin Centre, which showed a very 

impressive multimedia presentation of 
Yitzhak Rabin’s life and the brave political 
decisions that led to his assassination in 
1995.

We left the Rabin Centre with tears in our 
eyes and travelled to a bakery that made 
us cry with joy and hope.  There we 
were met by Netta, who, in her previous 
life in New York, had been an extremely 
successful hedge fund manager.  During 
an enforced rest of six months she had 
arrived in Israel and discovered that 
some IDF soldiers didn’t go home at 
weekends in order not to be a burden on 
their families’ food supply.  She now runs 
Bakery 29, a wonderful bakery in Tel Aviv 
that donates all its profits to the IDF food 
fund. 

Unfortunately I had to leave the trip early; 
however, I would thoroughly recommend 
joining a ZF trip if the opportunity arises, 
as it fosters renewed connections, 
clearer understanding, perspectives and 
inspirations.
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by Shelley Nichols

Back at the beginning of June, 
I sat in front of my computer, 
researching an imminent trip 
to Brighton, and stumbled 
upon the website of the Middle 
Street Historic Synagogue. I 
read all about it and looked 
at the pictures, and found 
it fascinating! I finally pulled 
myself together and sent off an 
e-mail to the contact address, 
asking if it was possible to 
tour the building sometime 
during the third week of June. 
I received an answer from 
Mr. Gordon Franks, who was 
kind enough to accommodate 
us on Wednesday, June 
15.  We spent several very 
pleasant hours touring the 
synagogue and talking with 
Mr. Franks, and presented him with a book entitled Templets sten föll 
på Föreningsgatan, which was made for Malmö Synagogue’s 100th 
anniversary (built in 1903). The book is, unfortunately, only available in 
Swedish, but there are many pictures to enjoy! Shortly after our return 
to Sweden I received an e-mail from Mr Franks, asking if I would be 
willing to write an article about our own shul here in Sweden.

I live in Malmö. Yes, that Malmö.  The Malmö that Jews all over the 
world have read about! I am an American, married to a Swede, and 
I have lived in Malmö since 1995. We do have a clumsy mayor who 
often blurts out stupid things before he thinks, and according to 
the Simon Weisenthal Center, Malmö is one of the most dangerous 
places in the world for Jews to visit! I don’t agree with this statement 
at all, having lived here for sixteen years.

Officially, Jews gained emancipation in 1838 (it was revoked later the 
same year), but it wasn’t actually until 1910 that a law was passed 
giving Jewish men the same civil rights as non-Jewish men. Prior to 
1863 it had been illegal for Jews and Christians to intermarry, but in 
1863 the law prohibiting intermarriages between Jews and non-Jews 
was revoked, and ten years later in 1873 an amendment was added, 
stipulating that any children produced by an intermarriage must be 
brought up in the Lutheran faith. 

There is no ethnic registration in Sweden and therefore the Jewish 
population can only be estimated. According to the Official Council 
of Swedish Jewish Communities estimate that about 20,000 people 
in Sweden pass halakhic criteria. Of these, only about 7,000 are 

members of a congregation. 
The congregation in Malmö 
has about 800 members, but is 
shrinking by about 5% per year, 
unfortunately.

Prior to 1718, any Jew wishing 
to settle in Sweden had to be 
baptised. It wasn’t, however, 
until 1870 that Jews were 
allowed to live where they 
pleased, and 209 of them 
settled in Malmö that same 
year. In December of 1871 
the Malmö congregation was 
founded, and premises were 
rented in order to conduct 
services. The Jewish cemetery 
was also founded in 1871, but 
it wasn’t until 1873 that a Board 
of Directors was formed and a 
Jewish school was founded.

The synagogue was completed in 1903, and is built in the so-called 
Moorish style, and after Kristallnacht is one of the few surviving 
European synagogues built in this style. Malmö synagogue was the 
first non-Christian religious building in the city, and is an orthodox 
synagogue. The majority of the early members of the congregation 
were German or of German descent, but by the end of 1800s and 
during the first few decades of the 1900s, it saw an influx of Jewish 
immigrants from the Baltic States, Russia, Ukraine and Poland. 
During World War II and the German occupation of Denmark and 
Norway, a large number of Danish and Norwegian Jews fled to 
Sweden, and many were well-received by the congregation in 
Malmö. Today, most members of the Jewish community are survivors 
and their descendants. In the 1950s and 1960s, several waves of 
Hungarian Jews came to Swedish to avoid persecution at the hands 
of the government, and during the late 1960s the congregation 
received an influx of Jews fleeing rising anti-Semitism in Poland.

Directly behind the synagogue is the Community Centre building, 
owned by the congregation and erected in 1962, which houses 
offices, apartments, meeting rooms, a daycare centre for children, a 
large banqueting room and a kosher kitchen. The banqueting room 
and kitchen can be rented for bar/bat mitzvah parties and wedding 
receptions, etc.

For security reasons the synagogue itself is not open to the public, 
but if one contacts the Community Centre in Malmö it can be 
possible to arrange a guided tour.

the Jewish Community in malmö

Submissions to SJN
At the bottom of page 3 of every edition of SJN we publish a note 
about how material should be submitted to the editorial team at the 
magazine.
These guidelines are designed to help you, as the providers of 
editorial matter, and also to help the very small team who have to 
read, edit and define what should go into each issue.
Over the past few months, these guidelines have been totally 
ignored, even by regular contributors and it is making life extremely 
difficult for the editorial team.
So, to help everyone, here is a slightly expanded set of guidelines.

Paper/Page Size – A4
Font - please use Times New Roman, regular, no bold, no italics, no 
underlines 
Font Size - 12
Font Colour – Black
Justification – Left justified only.

Language - please ensure that your Windows PC is set to use UK 
English or your Mac to British English and that your word processing 
software is set to default to English UK / British English.  If you are 
not sure how to do this, please email us and we will try to help.
Email – Please do not send your article, however small, as part of 
an email. Do send it as a Word Attachment to your email. It saves us 
a lot of work having to cut and paste and reset the text.
Document Headings - Please don’t create a title as a Header, just 
write it as the first line of the document. The second line should state 
who wrote the article.
Also, please leave the title and writer’s name as regular text, not 
bold text and do not centre justify it.
Abbreviations – Please, no ampersands (&) and no abbreviations 
other than standard titles, such as Mr. and Mrs. 
Photographs - We are happy to accept photos that illustrate your 
articles. Pictures should be of a good quality, well lit and sharp with 
a reasonably high resolution. We would like jpg files not RAW and a 
file size of approximately 700 Kb to 2 Mb. Please don’t send files of 
3 or more Mb.
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JaCs 
by Nina Taylor, Hon. Chairman 

Well, “Variety is the Spice of Life”, and those attending the 
JACS meetings in the past months certainly had that!  We saw a 
wonderful video of members of the Brighton and Hove Branch of 
AJEX marching past the Cenotaph in London at the annual Jewish 
Remembrance Parade, led by Aubrey Cole, local Chairman.  

Marilyn Greatorex, from the National Trust, enlightened us on the 
secrets of running a Victorian household in Sussex, with anecdotes 
about the family living upstairs and the servants downstairs. Not quite 
“Downton Abbey”, but almost. We learned about the welfare and 
attitude to servants. 

The following week Karen Antoni told us about the “Screaming 
Suffragettes of Brighton”. How many of us knew that Brighton was 
the “bolthole” for Suffragettes when they needed to recuperate from 

their incarceration in jail, where they experienced the terrible ordeal of 
force feeding? This was a very interesting talk, illustrated with reports 
from Brighton & Hove Herald, being the local press of the day, 

After that harrowing experience we needed some light relief and the 
next week we showed part two of the video “That’s Entertainment”, 
recalling some of the lovely musicals made by M.G.M. between the 
thirties and the fifties. They don’t make films like that any more!    

Brian Roussell, who is a Deputy Port Engineer at Shoreham, told us 
about the history of the harbour: its extensive business contracts, 
past, present and future. We were reassured that tourism is not the 
only source of income of the Brighton and Hove region. 

We have another varied programme planned for this coming month. 
Come and visit us and for a modest fee, join us. You can be sure of 
a warm welcome. We meet at the AJEX Centre every Wednesday 
afternoon at 2.00 pm.

CGJs sussex lecture series 
The Centre for German-Jewish Studies at the University of Sussex is 
pleased to continue its lecture series.  Unless otherwise noted, all are 
welcome and booking is not required.

On Thursday 3 November 2011, Dr Bernhard Rieger of University 
College London will be presenting ‘From the Third Reich to 
Postmodernity: The Global History of the Volkswagen Beetle’.  This 
lecture, which is in cooperation with the History Department ‘Work in 
Progress Seminar’, will be held at 4.00 pm at University of Sussex, 
Arts A 155.

On Monday 5 December 2011, Dr Shirli Gilbert of the University of 
Southampton, will be discussing ‘Forgotten Letters: A Refugee from 
Nazism in Apartheid South Africa’.  The lecture will begin at 4.30 pm 
at University of Sussex, Arts B 127.  Tea will be served at 4.00 pm.

On Thursday 2 February 2012 we welcome Prof Mark Roseman 
of Indiana University who will speak on ‘The Rescue of Memory: 
Wartime Experience and Postwar Claims of a Group of German 
Rescuers’.  This lecture will be held in cooperation with the History 
Department ‘Work in Progress Seminar’ and commences at 4.00 pm 
at University of Sussex, Arts A 155.

On Monday 27 February 2012 Dr. François Guesnet of University 
College London will be discussing ‘Is there a Jewish Political 
Tradition? The Jewish Intercessor (shtadlan) in Modern History as 
Case Study’ at 4.30 pm at University of Sussex, Arts B 127.  Tea will 
be served at 4.00 pm.

On Thursday 2 May 2012 Dr Gideon Reuveni of the University of 
Sussex will be speaking about ‘The Politics of Jewish Consumption’.  

His lecture is in cooperation with the History Department ‘Work in 
Progress Seminar’ and will be held at 4.00 pm at the University of 
Sussex, Arts A 155.

Holocaust Memorial Day 2012 will be on Wednesday 25 January 
2012.  For many years the Centre for German-Jewish Studies has 
organized Holocaust Memorial Day on behalf of the University of 
Sussex. The theme for 2012 is ‘Speak Up, Speak Out’.  Our speakers 
will include Baroness Dr Julia Neuberger DBE (London) and Marion 
Blumenthal Lazan (New York). 

Baroness Neuberger is a rabbi, social reformer and member of the 
House of Lords. In 2011 she took the role of Senior Rabbi at the West 
London Synagogue.

Marion Blumenthal Lazan, a Holocaust survivor born in Hoya, 
Germany, has published her autobiography under the title Four 
Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story (1996). Proceedings will include 
the screening of the documentary Marion’s Triumph: Surviving 
History’s Nightmare (2003) that is based on Marion Blumenthal 
Lazan’s story.

Our Holocaust Memorial Society event will begin at 1.45 pm, 
University of Sussex, Chowen Lecture Theatre, Medical School.  For 
further information, please contact Diana Franklin, Centre Manager 
on 01273 678771 or 020 8381 4721.
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sJfC Waltzes with bashir    
For the Sussex Jewish Film Club’s next screening we’re 
moving away from the ‘RomCom’ genre and showing an 
animated film from Israel, unusual in that it‘s based on real 
people. Waltz With Bashir (90 mins) has won numerous 
awards, including the Golden Globe Award for Best Foreign 
Film, an International Documentary Association Award for 
Feature Documentary and it was also nominated for an Oscar 
in the Best Foreign Language Film category and for a BAFTA 
Award for Best Film not in English.

One night in a bar an old friend tells the film director, Ari 
Folman, about a recurring nightmare in which he’s being 
chased by 26 vicious dogs - every night the same number 
of beasts. The two men conclude that there’s a connection 
to their Israeli Army mission in the first Lebanon War of the 

early 80s. Ari is surprised that 
he can’t remember a thing about 
that period of his life any more. 
Intrigued by this he decides to 
meet and interview old friends and 
comrades around the world. He 
needs to discover the truth about 
that time and about himself. As 
Ari delves deeper and deeper into 
the mystery, his memory begins to 
creep back in surreal images...

The film is in Hebrew with English subtitles and will be shown 
on Sunday 13th November, 7.00 for 7.30 pm as usual at Ralli 
Hall (7.00 pm drinks and chat, 7.30 pm film). All are welcome 
(non-members make a donation on the door) and it’s free to 
full-time students. Invite your friends! 

Joogleberry’s Got talent!  
by Sue Popper    

Some of you will remember 
coming to my old venue, 
Joogleberry Playhouse in
Brighton, to see Klezmer 
bands like the Matzos 
and enjoy the sharp wit 
of comedians like Dave 
Lynn. A highlight of our 
2004 calendar was a 
special Purim Party where 
we invited our Jewish 
friends to celebrate 
(with plenty of alcohol of 

course!) in the venue. It was a wonderful feeling, as a second 
generation Jewish refugee, to develop events like this in a 
venue not dissimilar in feel, though much smaller, to my great 
grandparents’ coffee house in Vienna, Café Herrenhof, which 
they were forced to leave behind in 1938. 

As, in the 1920’s, Café Herrenhof was the favourite haunt of 
many writers and philosophers of the day, so Joogleberry 
attracted top performers who loved the intimacy of the venue. 
I will never forget Amy Winehouse singing ‘Summertime’ so 
movingly. Many celebrities and stars graced our stage while I 
programmed entertainment every night throughout the years.

When the time came to sell the venue in 2007 I had 
developed strong connections with a huge number of 
performers and it felt like the natural step forward to create a 
new platform for Joogleberry. So was born Joogleberry Acts, 
my music and entertainment agency which now provides all 
kinds of acts to every type of event.

Much as I loved having the venue, life has become much 
more expansive with my agency. Rather than being tied to 
one space, with the limitations that brings, I now think with a 
broader perspective and work with a much wider variety of 
people and events.

One minute I’m arranging a circus theme for a corporate 
event, the next it’s a harpist for a wedding. Then someone will 
request a magician for a Bar Mitzvah, and next I’ll get asked 

to programme an entire music stage at a festival. Nothing is 
off limits now and I love that flexibility.

In August I went up to the Edinburgh Festival Fringe and 
was bowled over by the wholehearted way the festival is 
embraced by the city. I have never been to so many shows in 
such a short time, some breathtakingly good, some requiring 
major endurance; there are those who should not give up 
their day jobs!

But there’s a lot of talent out there and part of my job is to 
find and use it wisely. Much of the skill lies in knowing what 
works best in which setting and I love helping people get it 
right for their special events. I am lucky to work with many 
Jewish performers so always have Klezmer bands, Yiddish 
singers, dancers, comedians, magicians and cabaret acts 
ready to entertain at any event. 

Sue can be contacted on 07930 160737 or by email: sue@
joogleberry.com
www.joogleberry.com

HYMAN FINE HOUSE
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

(Registered Charity No. 1111793)

PRESENTS

A BRIDGE & KALOOKI AFTERNOON
AT RALLI HALL, DENMARK VILLAS, HOVE

(£1.00 Parking Fee at Hove Railway Station)

FRIENDLY COMPETITION – WITH PRIZES

ON SUNDAY 6th NOVEMBER 2011 AT 2.00PM
DONATION £8.50 INCLUDING TEA

TICKETS FROM
ALAN BURKE - 01273  416335   AND

RAYMOND FELSENSTEIN - 01273  505056
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What’s in a name?

eastbourne to enjoy blonde Poison

Quite a lot actually! The Chutzpah Choir has recently changed 
its name to Chutzpah Singers - we thought the word ‘choir’ 
gave the wrong impression of a formal ‘classical’ type choir, 
which we’re definitely not.

When people say ‘But I can’t sing’ or ‘I can’t read music’ or 
‘I don’t speak Yiddish/Hebrew etc’ we know they have quite 
the wrong idea of what we are. We’re open to anybody (no 
auditions or anything like that), Polina Shepherd our musical 
director teaches us the music and words by ear - though 
sheet music is available too - and we have a lot of fun. The 
only requirement is that you’d like to learn Jewish folk songs!

We love sharing our songs through performances.  On 27 
March we sang at a concert for the Eastbourne Jewish 
Social Scene. Then on 3 April we provided an evening’s 
entertainment for the Reform Synagogue in Hove. There are 
always opportunities for audience participation and there was 
lots of joining in with the choruses and clapping along at both 
these events.

We were also pleased to contribute to the Finale of Sussex 
Limmud on 22 May. We chose a Yiddish song referring 
to Israel, one of the main themes of the day. It was called 
‘Snirele Perele’ and the last line was “...veln di yidn in erets-
yisroel in sholem aynshteyn” (...then the Jewish people will 
settle in peace in the land of Israel).

We enjoy singing for non-Jewish audiences too. In August 
the Shepherds performed at the MS Centre in Southwick 
and Polina led us in singing songs from our repertoire. None 

of those attending had heard Jewish music before but they 
didn’t need much encouragement to join in with the choruses!

Our autumn season has now started, so do come along and 
give us a try – all ages, both men and women, everyone is 
welcome at Ralli Hall on Wednesday evenings, 7-8.50pm. 
For more information contact: chutzpahchoir@hotmail.co.uk 
(too complicated to change the email address!) or telephone 
01273-688538. We’d love to see you and of course let us 
know if we could sing a few songs at your event - we’d be 
delighted.

Blonde Poison, a new play by Gail Louw, starring Elizabeth 
Counsell, comes to the Devonshire Park Theatre, Eastbourne 
on Tuesday 8 November.

During the Second World War, Stella Goldschlag worked for 
the Gestapo as 
a ‘Submarine’ or 
‘Greifer’.  They 
gave her the 
nickname of 
‘Blonde Poison’.  
After the war she 
was accused 
of informing on 
more than three 
thousand Jews. 
Although Aryan-
looking with 
beautiful blonde 
hair and blue 
eyes, she was 
Jewish.  Today, 
in her early 
seventies, she 
waits nervously to 
be interviewed by 

an international journalist. Today she will finally speak out in 
her own defence.

Based on fact, Gail Louw’s stunning new play examines the 
devastating actions of a young woman trapped between her 
enemies and herself in a world gone mad. 

Tickets £12.50, discounts available, to book call 01323 
412000 or online at www.eastbournetheatres.co.uk

Photo: Brian Megitt

Sussex Jewish News has a pair of tickets to Blonde Poison 
to give away in this free competition. 

Simply answer the following question and send your entry 
(along with an email address and or daytime telephone 
number) to: Blonde Poison Competition, Press Office, 

Eastbourne Theatres, Winter Garden, Compton Street, 
Eastbourne, East Sussex BN21 4BP.  Competition closes 

on 3 November; the winner will be drawn at random.

Question: Who stars in Blonde Poison?

Blonde Poison Competition 
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rabbi elizabeth tikvah sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk
www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

the meaning of a mitzvah 
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

What is a mitzvah? An obligation; a duty; a commandment. 
The Hebrew root, Tzadi Vav Hei means to ‘command’ and 
is first found in the Torah in the context of the Eternal One 
‘commanding’ the people Israel, concerning the mishpatim and 
chukkim, the ‘laws’ and ‘statutes’ set out in various legal codes. 

The rabbis took the concept of mitzvah and applied it to 
behaviours that are not mentioned in the Torah, like lighting 
Shabbat and Festival candles. They also spelt out mitzvot that 
they derived from the Torah. So, a rabbinic passage in the siddur 
– prayer book – from the Mishnah (Pe’ah 1:1) and the Talmud 
(Shabbat 127a), which opens with the mitzvah of ‘honouring 
one’s father and mother’, stated in the Torah, (Exodus 20:12), 
also includes: g’milut chasadim - ‘loving deeds’; coming early 
to the house of study in the morning and evening; hospitality to 
guests; visiting the sick; bringing in the bride [to the chuppah]; 
accompanying the dead; praying with sincerity; and making 
peace between one person and another.  Interestingly, the 
passage concludes: v’talmud Torah k’neged kulam – ‘and the 
study of Torah is equal – or, equivalent – to them all.’  Unless one 
understands this to mean that one can fulfil all one’s obligations 
simply by studying, another translation, used in the Liberal siddur 
is, ‘And the study of Torah leads to them all.’

If we examine the list it is apparent that with the exception of 
studying and praying with sincerity, the mitzvot included focus 
on how we treat others, and belong to the category of what 
we call ma’asim tovim, ‘good deeds’.  For most Jews, of all 
denominations, a mitzvah is first and foremost a very special kind 
of ‘good deed’, which is also a ‘commandment’; an act that we 
are obligated to perform. So, Jews don’t carry out good deeds 
simply because we are nice – although we may be that as well 
– but primarily because we understand that it is our duty to help 
and support others.

To remind us of the importance of doing good deeds, all 
sections of the Jewish community across Britain have agreed 
to designate an annual Sunday in November as Mitzvah Day. 
So, November 20th is Mitzvah Day, and a variety of activities 
have been arranged by the different synagogues in Brighton & 
Hove. For the second year running, BHPS will be helping out 
at the Moulescoomb Forest Garden, a project set up for the 
local community, which runs programmes specifically targeted 
at engaging young people who are experiencing difficulties at 
school. This year we have arranged to volunteer at the garden in 
conjunction with Brighton Voices in Exile, a local refugee project, 
which we also support. If you are interested in joining us, please 
contact the synagogue office.

l’Chayyim lunch Club
by Anne Carr

On 21st September our last l’Chayyim Lunch before moving to 
temporarily to Ralli Hall was another great success with great 
food, great company and great entertainment from Steve Field 
and his saxophone quartet Saxometer.  The whole occasion was, 

as usual, excellent, 
and forty people 
went home with 
both full stomachs 
and happy hearts.

20th November 
10.30 - 2.30  - 
Mitzvah Day

BHPS will be 
joining together 
with Brighton 
Voices in Exile 
to once again 
help out the 
Moulsecoomb 
Forest Wildlife 
Park. 

Moulsecoomb 
Forest Garden is 
an amazing place, 
with a treehouse/
shed, an outdoor 
clay oven, a 
wattle and daub 
roundhouse, turf 
sofa, traditional 
bee hive and bee 
garden; as well 

as a compost loo, living willow tunnel and uncultivated areas for 
wildlife.  Last year we weeded, planted garlic and levelled ground 
for a polytunnel which is now in position.  

We will meet at Moulsecoomb Station at 10.30 am. A hot lunch 
cooked on a bonfire is included. Wear warm clothes you don’t 
mind getting dirty and sturdy footwear.

If you are interested in attending please contact the office so we 
know how much food to bring.

Cyber-Quiz – 26 November

Our 3rd annual Cyberquiz will be held at the Ralli Hall on 
Saturday 26th November at 7pm.   The Cyberquiz is an 
interactive and fun quiz evening. Teams are for 6-8 people, so 
make up a table or come and make up a team with others. 

Questions are set by members of South Bucks Progressive 
Synagogue, who are the central co-ordinators, who will collate 
the results and give us feedback about our position versus the 
other congregations. 

Tickets cost £12 and include a fish and chip supper from Bankers 
fish restaurant, tea, coffee and cake. Please ring the office to 
reserve and pay for your place.

Creating the Tent – Human Rights Day – 10 December 

BHPS is proud to be one of the organisers of Creating the Tent 
- an inclusive, spiritual gathering with contributions from Jewish, 
Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist and Quaker perspectives.  
This event – which is will be held at the Brighton Friends’ Meeting 
House, Ship Street, Brighton from 1.30 pm - is open to all people 
who welcome the opportunity of listening, sharing, and creating 
the tent together. The programme will include talks, chants, 
creative exercises, discussion and silence. You may wish to 
participate in the afternoon event, or in the evening, or in both. 

Please contact the office to register your attendance by Monday, 
21st November 2011 or for further information.  Suggested 
donation for the afternoon event is £10 and an additional 
donation will be welcome for the evening.  

Event reservations / further information

To reserve your place for any of the above events or for more 
information, please contact Chandra in the office by telephone 
01273 737223 (Mon-Fri, 1pm-5pm) or email us at bhps@
freenetname.co.uk
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Concerning ourselves with the tasks 
that are there
by Rabbi Charles Wallach

The High Holydays will be well behind us. 
However, the messages and expressions 
should still hopefully be with us. The sense of 
responsibility both personal and communal was 
not only stated within the prayers, but also within 
the texts we read.

In the lead up to the festive season and again in 
our machzorim of the festivals, emphasis was 
placed on the challenges before us.  Among 
these was the text found in the latter stages of 
Deuteronomy: atem nitzavim hayom / You are 
standing this day, all of you – from the highest 
to the lowest, men and women, and even the 
children – all.

In the context of the extract from Torah they were on the 
river’s edge, about to enter the Promised Land. But within 
a wider context the challenge is to all of us, for we are, as 
it were, on the threshold or near the start of a new spiritual 
new year.  This message is added to a few verses further 
when it is stated “this command is not too hard for you, 
nor too remote: It is not in heaven….nor beyond the sea….
but it is in your hearts and minds to do…”

The High Holydays are really only worth their weight if 
we respond to them by concerning ourselves with the 
tasks that are there.  As stated in the Mishna and found 
in our prayer books:  respecting our parents, doing acts 
of kindness, coming to synagogue, giving hospitality to 
strangers, visiting the sick, caring for the bereaved, and 
making peace.
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st Christopher’s visits bhhC
The following is an extract from the weekly newsletter from 
St Christopher’s School for the week ending 14 October 

2011.

Year 2 had an 
illuminating visit 
to [West] Hove 
Synagogue on 
Wednesday and 
were shown round 
the Sukkah by Rabbi 
Rader. The Sukkah is 
an outside booth which 
is used as a place for 
family and friends to 
gather to celebrate 
Sukkot.

Sukkot hearkens back 
to times in ancient 
Israel when Jews 

would build huts near the edges of their fields during 
the harvest season. One of these dwellings was called a 

“Sukkah” 
and 
“Sukkot” is 
the plural 
form of this 
Hebrew 
word. 
These 
dwellings 
not only 
provided 
shade but 
allowed the 
workers to 
maximize 
the amount 

of time they spent in the fields, harvesting their food more 
quickly as a result.

Sukkot is also related to the way the Jewish people lived 
while wandering in the desert for 40 years (Leviticus 
23:42-43). As they moved from one place to another they 
built tents or booths, called Sukkot, that gave them 
temporary shelter in the desert.

Hence, the Sukkot (booths) that Jews build during the 
holiday of Sukkot are reminders both of Israel’s agricultural 
history and of the Israelite exodus from Egypt. The 
children were delighted to see all the leaves with the fruit 
and decorations hanging from the Sukkah and they asked 
and answered some searching questions.

Afterwards Rabbi Rader led the children into the 
Synagogue where he showed them a Torah scroll hand 
written with a quill pen on parchment. He then opened 
the Ark which houses magnificent Torah Scrolls and the 
children “oohed” and “aahed” at these wonderful holy 
texts wrapped in velveteen, embroidered in gold and 
embellished with silver plaques, bells and even a crown!

bhhC
rabbi hershel rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.webjam.com/bhhc10

Rabbi Rader talks about the Sukkah

Year 2 boys made their own kippahs (skull caps) to wear in the Synagogue

A [Megillah] Scroll

235-237 Hangleton Rd .. Hove .. BN3 7LR
(Next to TEXACO petrol station)

MARTIN GROSS 
Memorials

All aspects of stonemasonry 
undertaken from new

to renovation and cleaning

01273 439792 
07801 599771

Inside the Ark
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heshvan
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

One of the important themes over the High Holyday 
The month following Tishri is frequently called 
Marheshvan (Bitter Heshvan) because it has no special 
dates, unlike Tishri which is full of occasions: Rosh 
Hashana; Yom Kippur; Succot, and this contrast stands 
out all the more because the months occur one after 
the other.

Heshvan together with the following month Kislev are 
unusual in that they can have either 29 or 30 days, 
depending on the year in question. Whereas all the 
other Jewish months remain constant year in, year out: 
either 29 or 30 days. E.g. Ellul 29 days; Tishri 30 days.

The reason Heshvan and Kislev are the exception to 
the rule is in order to make sure that Yom Kippur never 
falls on a Friday or Sunday. Else we would have two 
Sabbaths next to each other (Yom Kippur is called 
The Sabbath of Sabbaths) and this would create many 
halakhic difficulties. Incidentally, that is also the reason 
why first day of Rosh Hashana never falls on a Sunday, 
Wednesday or Friday.

The names of our months (Nisan to Adar) are actually 

Babylonian. Ezra introduced the Babylonian system 
on the return from exile. The original names for the 
months have been lost, with the exception of Nissan, 
Iyyar, Tishri and Heshvan, whose Hebrew names are 
recorded in the Tnach. Nissan was Aviv; Iyyar was Ziv; 
Tishri was Eitanim; Heshvan was Bool.  Eitanim can be 
found in the first Book of Kings, chapter 8.

Aviv is the most familiar of the four names, meaning 
spring:  the season Am Yisrael left Egyptian slavery. 
Ziv means brightness and refers to the summer heat. 
Eitanim means strength and probably refers to the 
power of prayer during the Yamim Noraim (Days of 
Awe). Bool is derived from the Hebrew Mabool meaning 
flood, as in the story of Noah, and refers to the force of 
the rains which came during October/November.

Our prayer is that they should be Gishmei Beracha – 
rains that bring blessing to the world.

holland road Noos
We hope you all had a thoroughly enjoyable Yom Tov 
and that the new year brings you all you wish for.

We at Holland Road had very good services, well 
attended and with many children. It was good to see 
and hear them.

We’re happy that our warden, Sam Barsam, is 
recovering well and was expected to be home during 
the week of 10 October

Don’t forget that we are holding the memorial service 
in November this year and a reminder that we are 
holding a salt beef bash in December.

hhC
rabbi vivian silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035  Email: hollandroadshul@btinternet.com

NOVEMBER DIARY

1 Tues  - 11 am Talmud Shiur (weekly)

13 Sun – Annual AJEX service at Holland Road Shul

15 Tues – 10.30 am Ladies circle followed by Talmud Shiur

Malcolm Green
Catering

The selection of your menu is an important part in the 
planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. 

We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements 
and help create the function you will be proud of. Let us 

introduce you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s 
leading Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher 

destination wedding specialist.
Join us for our glatt kosher June/July tour of “Mystical Ireland” 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST
Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823

 koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

www.kosherexperiences.co.il

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN 

(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
 www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:
8 NOVEMBER 2011

COPY NOT SUBMITTED BY 8 NOVEMBER WILL 
NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION.
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What’s on: November 2011  
Website: www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org
email: info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

shabbat shalom – briGhtoN times
In     Light Candles Out  Havdalah
Fri 4      4.14 pm  Sat 5  5.23 pm
Fri 11     4.02 pm  Sat 12  5.12 pm 
Fri 18     3.53 pm  Sat 19  5.04 pm 
Fri 25     3.45 pm  Sat 26  4.57  pm

reGular aCtivities 

Sundays
Carmel tennis Club �  10.00 am-12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels 
welcome. Tel: Leon on 07717 222744

Mondays

the ethics of our fathers �  with Rabbi Efune 11.30-12.30 pm 
Chabad House, 15 Upper Drive, Hove.  Tel: 01273 321919

afternoon Club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Tel: Reba 01444 410435

rubber and duplicate bridge �  1.30-4.30 pm £2.00. Tel: Reba 
01444 410435 

Contemporary basic talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 
8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

tanya (Kabbalah) learning Group   � with Penina Efune  - 
Ladies only 8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays

ralli hall lunch and social Club � , 10.30 am-4.30 pm Tel: 
Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly RH

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00-4.30 pm RH

Painting with rochelle (Jas)   �  7.00 pm-9.00 pm Tel: 01273 
503708 RH

israeli dancing  �  7.45 pm-9.45 pm Tel: Jacky 01273 688538 
RH

Wednesdays

Chutzpah singers   �  (Singing in Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew, 
Aramaic and other languages) with Polina Shepherd 7.00-
8.45 pm Tel: Rosalind 01273 541031 RH

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00-4.30 pm RH

JaCs  �  at the AJEX Centre 2.00 pm, Eaton Road, Hove - 
£2.00 members/£2.50 non-members.  

Thursdays

ralli hall lunch and social Club � , 10.30 am-4.30 pm. Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

Weekly torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad 
House. 01273 321919. 

eveNts for November 

J:tots �  – for parents, toddlers, grandparents and carers - is held 
monthly at Ralli Hall. For information regarding the next session, 
please e-mail Rachel at jtots@rocketmail.com or ring 01273 204333. 
 
uK Jewish film festival, 1st-20th November 2011 – For details of films 
and venues, email: info@ukjewishfilm.org 
website: www.ukjewishfilm.org or phone 020 3176 0048 
 
Thursday 3rd  
Worthing & district Jewish society aGm  � followed by speaker and tea. 
2.00 pm Quaker Meeting House, 34 Mill Lane, Worthing
free lecture  � 4.00 pm – 5.00 pm at Centre for German-Jewish Studies, 
Univ of Sussex, Arts A155. All welcome 
 
Sunday 6th
Card afternoon  � – in aid of Hyman Fine House, £8.50 to incl tea RH. Tel: 
01273 416335/505056 
 
Tuesday 8th 
‘blonde Poison’  � – play at Devonshire Park Theatre, 7.45 pm, £12.50, 
discounts available, to book call 01323 412000 or online www.
eastbournetheatres.co.uk  
 
Sunday 13th
  � aJeX remembrance service – meet Madeira Drive 10.30 am
aJeX remembrance service  � – Hove Hebrew Congregation, Holland 
Road, Hove 4.00 pm
sussex Jewish film Club at rh  � – 7.00 for 7.30 pm ‘Waltz with Bashir’ 
 
Mitzvah Day 
bhrs   � – Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm. Donation: £30.00 to include raffle.  
Everyone welcome. AJEX Centre  
 
Monday 21st
sarid   � – (Association of Jewish Refugees) 10.45 am RH Donation: 
£1.50 to include tea/coffee/light refreshments 
 
Mitzvah Day
a presentation by Charities that benefit from mitzvah day   � – On this day, 
around the word, thousands of people take part in hands-on projects, 
without fundraising, to support charities and to build stronger 
communities. Tea, coffee and light refreshments are served at all 
meetings which are held at RH.  Donation: £1.50 
 
Wednesday 23rd 
Worthing & district   � – Coffee Morning, From 10.30 am at Marine 
Gardens, Worthing (Goring end) – all welcome 
 
Tuesday 29th
Jewish historical society   � – Spkr Prof Miri Rubin ‘Church & Synagogue 
– from Sisters to Enemies in Medieval Europe’ 6.45 – 9.00 pm RH.  
Don. £4.00.

COMMUNITY EVENTS – 
 IMPORTANT REMINDER

Contact the Communal Diary before planning 
your events. 

info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Grodzinki’s challot 
and rye bread are 

available from Premier 
Convenience Stores 
in Hove Street every 

Thursday morning until 
supplies run out.


