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3Pause for thought

Now that the Pesach pots and pans have been put away for 
another year (apologies if this statement affects your personal 
fundamentalist rights, it’s not intended to) we can look 
forward to another year without having to worry about how 
many verses of Had Gad Yah we can remember or even feel 
that we should sing.

Maybe what we should be thinking about, is how well are we 
being served - as a Jewish Community. Members of those 
large communities in North London or Manchester or Leeds 
may not have 
given their Pesach 
shopping much of 
a thought. Their 
only concern 
would be how to 
choose from the 
vast amount of Passover fare on offer. Out here, where the 
Jewish population is somewhat sparser, the choice was not 
what to buy but where can we buy anything at all.

For years the dwindling local communities failed to provide 
the necessary level of economic support required by their 
Jewish butchers and bakers so they have all gone and there 
is now a reliance on the edifices that replaced them - the 
supermarkets. How well did they do? Did they really support 
the Jewish communities of Sussex East and West? Well, the 
answer is not very well at all. If you can shop in Brighton and 
Hove you had a chance at Tesco. If you lived beyond that 
area you were very poorly served, especially by Tesco.

This is not a rant at the Big 3, Tesco, Sainsburys and 
Waitrose, but it would be good to see them responding to 
the needs of their local ‘minorities’. Sainsburys and Waitrose 
threw the towel in early; their Pesach offerings were abysmal. 
Tesco had far and away the biggest selection of Kosher for 
Passover products. But they could only be purchased from 
one store in all of Sussex. If you wanted to purchase on-
line, use your computer for home delivery, Tesco’s systems 
prevented you from doing that. If you live in Eastbourne 
or Uckfield or wherever, your post code links you to your 

nearest Tesco store. If that 
does not stock kosher goods, 
you cannot buy those goods 
on-line, even though Tesco 
advertise and sell them. So, 
you have to drive to the 
nearest store that does stock 

them. OK, you can order on-line from Titanics in Manchester 
and they will deliver, but that cuts out freedom of choice, and 
it raises the question of how well the Jewish Communities 
around Sussex are being catered for by the big supermarkets.

We are facing up to another attempt by the European 
Parliament to kill off shechita and it looks as though the 
supermarkets would be more than happy to stop finding shelf 
space for kosher food products. So maybe they should be 
told about how badly they served the Jews of Sussex and 
maybe how little they appear to understand about kosher 
products, how to display them and what they need to supply 
for the different holidays. Putting up signs wishing their 
Jewish customers a happy holiday really does not do the job.

We are facing uP to another attemPt by the euroPean 
Parliament to kill off shechita and it looks as though 
the suPermarkets Would be more than haPPy to stoP 

finding shelf sPace for kosher food Products.
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Tombstone consecration
 The memorial stone in loving memory of Billie Levine z’l will 

be consecrated on 5 June 2011 at the Jewish Cemetery in Old 
Shoreham Road at 2.00 pm.

Ivor Miskin z”l
I was so delighted when, in July 1994, Ivor agreed (after some cajoling 
and persuasion) to become a member of the editorial board of Sussex 
Jewish News and from the moment that he was on board, he proved to 
be an inspiration to us all. his love of wordplay, sense of fairness and 
sense of humour inspired us to carry on what was and has continued to 
be a complicated and daunting task. he believed in the commitment of 
SJN to serve the whole community, from whatever level of observance 
and none. his wisdom and knowledge supported us through some 

difficult decisions and we will all be ever grateful to him. 

We will all miss him very much and wish long life to Francine and to sons 
David and Stuart and their families. On a personal note, I shall always 

treasure his friendship, kindness and support. 
Doris Levinson

Erratum
The notice in the April issue stating that there was a private 

volunteers’ lunch for the hyman Fine house Ladies Committee was 
inserted by mistake and we apologize for any misunderstanding or 

embarrassment that this has caused.

The Youth Aliyah committee mourns the passing of Pam 
Magrill z’l, a much-respected member of the committee 
who, along with her husband Mac, worked so hard to 

fundraise for our children in Israel.

Corinne and Robert Blass are thrilled to announce 
the birth of their grandson, Oliver Shai to Daniel and 

Melanie on 14th March, a great grandchild for Frances 
Bloch.

Thanks for your Generosity
Judy Irwin would like to thank all her friends who so generously 

donated towards the Royal National Lifeboat Association in 
celebration of her 70th birthday. Over £500 was raised for this 

most worthy cause. On behalf of those who put their lives at risk 
on a regular & voluntary basis  - “thank you”.

births
•  Mazel tov to Derek Berman on the birth of a granddaughter
•  Mazel tov to Corinne and Robert Blass on the birth of a 

grandson
•  Mazel tov to Lesley and Michael Shaw on the birth of a 

grandson
•  Mazel tov to Sarah and David Wilks on the birth of a 

granddaughter

special birthdays
•  Mazel tov to lan Abrahams, Joe Benjamin (100), Russell 

Brown, Alan Burke, Dr. Alan Glynne, Cynthia Laurie, Muriel 
Marcus, Jack Nathan, David Pincus, Marjorie Seldon, 
Maisie Shepheard, Helen Andrews-Silver and Sheila 
Zimbler, all of whom are celebrating special birthdays this 
month.

bar mitzvahs
•  Mazel tov to Vivien and Richard Harris on their grandson’s 

bar mitzvah in Manchester
•  Mazel tov to Rita Blomenberg on the bar mitzvah in London 

of her grandson, Simon

Wedding
•  Mazel tov to Saonie Lyons and Jeremy Crown on their 

wedding 1 May 2011
•  Congratulations to Prince William and Kate Middleton on 

their wedding 29 April 2011

seagulls flying high
•  Congratulations to Brighton & Hove Albion Football Club on 

being promoted to the Championship League

Wedding anniversaries
Mazel tov to
•  Sandra and Derek Carlton on the celebration of their golden 

wedding
•  John and Adrianne Harwood on their 45th wedding 

anniversary

get Well
 We wish a refuah sheleimah to Rose Cannan, Sandra Gross, 
Ruth Maxwell and Natalie Smith.

deaths
We wish long life to
•  The families of Dennis Cohen z’l, Elizabeth Curtis z’l, Cyril 

Davidson z’l, José Goldman z’l, Pam Magrill z’l, Ronnie 
Markovitch z’l, the family of Ivor Miskin z’l, Beatrice Park z’l 
and Susan Prince z’l

•  Rabbi Charles Wallach and family on the loss of his mother 
Ida in South Africa

helping hands 
very own 
marathon 
runner
On an unseasonably 
hot sunny day in April, 
about 8,000 runners 
set off early from 
Preston Park to start 
the Brighton Marathon. Included in this number was our very 
own Jo Greenwood, who completed the 26.2 mile course in 
5 hours 30 minutes.  Jo was exhausted but delighted with 
all the support she received en route, including that of all her 
very kind sponsors, which spurred her on her way.  Jo has 
raised a fantastic total of £666 for Helping Hands - there may 
be a sign there not to do it again.  We really appreciate all her 
efforts on our behalf, not only as a runner, but also as one of 
our most valued volunteers.

Ivor Miskin z”l
The members of the Chair Team of Sussex Jewish Representative 

Council will sadly miss Ivor’s warm and friendly personality as well as 
the sound common sense and insight he brought to the work of the 

team. We have lost a good friend as well as a colleague.



4 5

issue 208 | may 2011 

community life

nachus from amsterdam
by Alan Lever

Quite a few years ago I was approached by Gordon Leicester 
a close school friend of my son Bruce, to develop a new 
safety harness for the construction and property maintenance 
industry. Gordon owns a well known company “Facelift” 
which supplies access machinery, such as “cherry pickers” 
hoists, and all forms of complicated products for rapid access 
to bridges roads high and not so high buildings.

The current safety harnesses in the industry can cause quite 
serious personal body damage if a sudden accident should 
occur and the wearer is jerked into mid-air only supported by 
a connecting rope. The ZT (Zero Trauma) Harness is designed 
to allow the person to drop into a far safer sitting position 
thus reducing any trauma by at least 40%.

After many trials and modifications the ZT Harnesses was 
selected for a possible award by The International Powered 
Access Federation (IPAF). to be held at the Krasnakofsky 
Hotel Amsterdam on 14 April 2011.  Gordon and the 
development team (including me of course) were totally 
overwhelmed by being selected for the 5 global finalists in 
that category from many applicants.

In order that I could attend for the three days involved it 
would mean obtaining good care for my wife Carole, who has 
Parkinson’s Disease and other disability problems. Finally 
we settled on respite care at the Hyman Fine House for that 
week. Carole was warmly welcomed by the wonderful staff 

and accommodated into a 
very adequate room. I felt 
peace of mind knowing I 
could go to Amsterdam 
with her being properly 
cared for.
 
We won the international 
award for our safety 
harness and our table 
upon hearing the 
announcement had total 
lift off! With nearly 300 
people there from all over 
the world, it was just like 
an Oscar award event.

We returned home 
the next day and I 
went straight from Gatwick to see how Carole was doing 
at the Hyman Fine House. All was absolutely fine and it 
was suggested Carole stay one day longer so we could 
both attend the seder instead of being home alone. 
What a fortunate suggestion. It was perfect for us to 
be with company sharing the festival. The service was 
comprehensively conducted by Rabbi Wallach and the meal 
was unsurpassable! Compliments to the chef and the staff. 
They fully deserved the applause in appreciation.

As a full-time carer I am full of gratitude to the Hyman Fine 
House for an experience such as this, which helps so much 
to boost one’s morale.

ralli hall lunch and social club
by Jacqueline Tichauer

hastings and district Jewish 
society
by Stella HarrisMy name is Jacqueline and I am pleased to introduce myself 

as the new Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club coordinator. 
Suzanne has retired after working for over five years with the 
Lunch and Social Club. She was appreciated and loved for 
all her hard work and will be sadly missed. I have it under 
good authority that she will come and help out as a volunteer, 
which will be a great asset.

I am excited about this new adventure and hope that our 
Lunch and Social Club, with great help from our volunteers, 
will keep on growing from strength to strength.

The Lunch and Social Club has lots to offer, such as quizzes, 
discussion groups, yoga, entertainment (we all love a sing 
song and dance), bridge, kalooki, chess, bingo, and the 
occasional film, plus the chance to have a good chat. We also 
have tea breaks with tasty biscuits, morning and afternoon 
together with our fantastic three course kosher meal.  
Transport can be arranged in the Brighton and Hove area.

Anyone who would like to come and volunteer for a few hours 
on a Tuesday or Thursday morning or afternoon please give 
me a call; you will find this so worthwhile and very much 
appreciated.

One promise from me is that I will welcome new and old 
members with a warm smile and an open ear.  I can be 
reached on 01273 739999 and I look forward to hearing from 
new members and volunteers.

On the first Friday of each month except January we meet at 
7.00 pm at the Senior Citizen’s Club, Eversley Road, Bexhill.

On 1 April, as usual, Brian Linke led our Shabbat evening 
service in his usual inimitable way. We always learn about 
aspects of Judaism from him.

We usually have a Kiddush followed by tea and biscuits, but 
on this evening we had a birthday cake. Our wonderful vice-
chairman, Velma Krever, was 85 and she was presented with 
a bouquet of flowers.

The evening was so enjoyable: the icing on the cake (pardon 
the pun) was a programme presented by Ruth and Robin 
Foster from Eastbourne.  Robin talked about their visits 
to Israel and Ruth played some delightful music on the 
keyboard and harp, while we joined in with some of the 
songs.

In May we are having a humorous talk from Richard Herman 
entitled “Letters from Doha”. The letters are from when 
Richard helped to set up a school in Qatar.

We were invited to join the Hebrew Congregation in 
Eastbourne for the second Seder night.
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aJeX
by Judy Gabriel
Our AGM went very well.  Being a small but elite group we 
managed to agree on everything without any hitches! We shall 
be having our Summer Quiz, date to be announced, so do 
watch this space. In my capacity as PRO I did and do ask for 
any items of interest that we can send to SJN for members 
and everyone to read, a grand example being the article 
below from Sue Sheftz for which we thank her. 

a family`s association with aJeX
by Susan Sheftz
Having watched the first of the series of “The Promise” shown 
on Channel 4, I was transfixed in total amazement at the 
opening scenes which follow the main character Len, one of 
the British soldiers assigned to liberating the camps, and his 
posting to Stella Maris, the British army camp on the Carmel.

The opening storyline is of a young Jewish soldier being 
questioned by Len as to his stance with the populace and 
his capacity to stay on the beach to stop the refugee boats 
landing.   My darling late father, Mark Levine, was the only 
Jewish soldier in his battalion stationed at Stella Maris at that 
time, and he too was ordered to go to the beach and fire at 
the refugees trying to land. My father flatly refused, stating the 
“he could not fire on his people” and for his stance he was 
disciplined.

It was whilst he was stationed in Stella Maris on the Carmel 
near Haifa that he was befriended by an Israeli family, who 

at first were quite suspicious of this slim red-headed young 
British soldier.  He soon won them over with his kindness, but 
until my father conversed with them in perfect Yiddish, they 
had no idea that he was a fellow Jew.

He made friends for life, and the highlight of his week were 
the wonderful Shabbat meals and the warm hospitality 
with his new found friends Margot and Ishay, in contrast to 
the awful army rations to which the rest of the troops were 
subjected and which my father endured during the week. He 
eagerly awaited the approach of Shabbat.

My father also served in Monty’s third army at El Alamein. 
Being rather an unassuming man he did not speak too much 
of his army exploits apart from the information I have outlined, 
but nevertheless this was a very emotional part of history 
and I do hope the amazing parallels to the storyline will be of 
interest to AJEX members.

This for me was very nostalgic. Both my father, and my 
darling late mother, who also served in the forces abroad in 
Heliopolis, were extremely proud of their long association with 
AJEX.

Having myself spent four years in Israel, and met and married 
my husband there, one year of which was also on the Carmel, 
I realize how very nostalgic, emotional and Zionist my father 
was during my parents’ frequent visits to me.  I was both 
proud and honoured to watch them march each year on 
parade.

ralli hall
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman
Firstly, I am pleased to advise you that this year’s AGM will be 
held in the Stephen Magrill Room at 8.10 pm on Tuesday 14 
June. We desperately need new blood.  We just do not have 
enough manpower to run functions as a committee, although 
we are still able to carry out our major roles of maintaining 
and constantly improving the building and bringing in enough 
income to cover our costs, the latter being dealt with very 
efficiently by the office.

Jacqueline Tichauer has now taken over from Suzanne Collins 
as the Lunch and Social Club coordinator and has, pleasingly, 
hit the ground running.

Ralli Hall hosted the Board of Deputies’ Shabbat meals last 
month – in fact there were four community functions held in 
Ralli Hall that weekend, which was far from easy, especially 
for the caterers, who were using both of the kosher kitchens. 

My thanks go to our staff, all of whom worked very hard to 
help make the meals such a success. Although the meat 
kitchen is used almost constantly to good effect, the milk 
kitchen is rarely used and we discovered that the cooker, 
which is well over twenty years old, was rusting internally. 
We shall be purchasing a replacement cooker as soon as 
possible.

Although the bookings for the above weekend were made 
well after the arrangements were finalised with the builders, 
the disabled and ladies’ toilets were finished, while part of the 
gents’ toilets were completed. They have now been finished 
to an excellent standard and will, I am sure, make a lot of 
difference to everyone who uses our constantly improving 
facilities. Therefore, please consider using Ralli Hall when you 
next plan a simcha and wish to have a (supervised) kosher 
meal – our charges are very reasonable and reductions are 
available for members of B&HJC.

See you at Ralli Hall and particularly at the AGM.

helping hands join hyman fine for tea
On 3 April we held our regular 
tea at the Hyman Fine House. It 
was a good crowd with a lively 
atmosphere. A lovely tea was 

provided by the home and enjoyed by all, to the musical 
accompaniment of Jonathan Adams on the accordion. We 
would like to also thank our new bus driver, Barry Hill, who 
joined our volunteer team recently
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aJr and sarid
by Michael Newman, AJR Director

As we celebrate our 70th anniversary it seems that the 
Association of Jewish Refugees has come full circle. The 
AJR was created as a self-help organisation with a focus on 
social and welfare provision; recently arrived refugees helped 
each other to settle amidst the uncertainty of war. The two 
departments today that most of our work – social services 
and outreach – are the same two that featured prominently in 
the early days of the AJR during the Second World War. 

Our team of committed and experienced social workers 
travel the country to visit members and offer support through 
a number of programmes that we administer including 
Homecare and an emergency fund as well as assistance with 
applications for pensions and local authority benefits. 

Unquestionably, the area of work that has reinvigorated AJR 
membership in recent years is our outreach programme, 
which again echoes the early days of the AJR when we 
operated provincial groups. Our group that meets in Britain is 
one of 43 nationwide that gathers and provides members with 
a unique setting to socialise, reminisce and enjoy an array of 
entertainment. At our summer regional get-togethers several 
groups join for day-long gathering, discussion groups and 
lunch and to hear from a guest speaker.

Earlier this year, we organised a three-day visit to London that 
included the Jewish Museum, War Horse at the New London 
Theatre, a tour of the House of Commons and meeting with 
Speaker John Bercow MP, a visit to the site of the Olympic 
Games and Folmans’ smoked salmon factory and a guided 
tour of the centre of London. 

One of the growing areas of ours is our volunteers’ service 
with our dedicated coordinator arranging for befrienders 
to visit members and for members to offer their services to 
help the less-able of our members. In recent years the lives 
of several of our members have been enhanced by regular 
visits from a befriender, someone who will come and chat 

and mitigate the loneliness and isolation some members 
experience.  

The AJR is also delighted to support several projects that will 
perpetuate the legacy of the Holocaust and deliver Holocaust 
educational and research to school pupils, University 
students as well as researchers and scholars. As well as 
being one of the principle sponsors of The Journey at the 
Holocaust Centre in Newark, which portrays the story of the 
Kindertransport, we are proud to be a leading supporter to 
both the Wiener Library and the newly refurbished Jewish 
Museum. All this is in addition to our own groundbreaking 
Holocaust testimony project, Refugee Voices, a collection 
of 150 filmed interviews with AJR members providing over 
450 hours of film as well as transcripts and materials for 
researchers.

Recognising that there needed to be greater support and 
engagement from government for the restitution of Holocaust 
era assets as well as the long term maintenance of archives 
the AJR worked closely with the government to create the 
position of UK Envoy for Post-Holocaust issues and we are 
delighted that Sir Andrew Burns has been appointed to this 
historic post. Amongst his other responsibilities Sir Andrew 
will also head the UK delegation to the International Task 
Force on Holocaust Education, Research and Remember of 
which the AJR is a member. 

Alongside all the personal contact we have with our 
members, the AJR Journal continues to deliver sharp 
analysis of current affairs and developments of interest to 
our readership. Undoubtedly, the letters page with widely 
contrasting opinions, some controversial, best reflects the 
feelings of our members. We are also delighted that an 
archive of the AJR Journal – including every edition stretching 
back to the first publication in January 1941 – now features 
on our website at www.ajr.org.uk alongside news, articles and 
information about our services and activities. 

With the recent announcement that one in five Britons will 
celebrate their 100th birthday we do not envisage any let up 
in the provision of our work and very much hope others will 
be able to avail themselves of our services. 

The Brighton Group meets monthly on the 3rd Monday of 
each month from 10.30 am – 12.30 pm at Ralli Hall and we 
welcome new members.

bexhill & district Jewish 
friends
This is our first report for several months but our Friendship 
Group is still going strong and we are very pleased to 
welcome several new members who have recently moved 
into the area of Bexhill.

The group recently held two very successful events, a card 
evening and at another meeting a quiz session. Both of these 
occasions were very enjoyable and we all agreed that we 
would make these regular events in the future.

On 24th March we were all very pleased to welcome The 
Rev Malcolm Weisman MA, OBE to our group again. After 
some stimulating discussions and friendly chat a tea with 
homemade cakes was provided by our members.

Over the next few months we have several outings and events 
planned for our members to enjoy.

We hold regular meetings every third Friday in the month 
for a Service at a local hall and the women of the group 
meet every month for an afternoon of tea and chat. These 
afternoon meetings take place in different members’ homes 
and are always very pleasant and well supported.  For further 
information about our group and its activities please contact 
us on 07724 172880.
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Jewish community based in 
benidorm
Visitors to Spain’s Costa Blanca can be assured of a very 
warm welcome from the Jewish Community when they visit 
the synagogue in Benidorm. With the great majority of its 
members originating from the UK, visitors always say it is like 
home from home, as they are usually able, very quickly, to 
establish connections when they meet other Jewish people 
residing in Spain. 

The actual Spanish name of the Community is “Comunidad 
Israelita de Alicante” (www.comisral.com), and its 
membership is drawn from an area extending from Gandia 
in the North to Torrevieja in the South of the Costa Blanca. 
In between these two coastal resorts, the majority of the 
members reside in the towns of Javea, Moraira, Calpe, Altea, 
Playa de Albir, Benidorm and Alicante.  The membership also 
includes a substantial number of country members who pay 
regular visits to the area.

It is a very close-knit, friendly and welcoming community, as 
anyone visiting for the first time soon discovers.  Being far 
from their UK “home” most people soon come to regard the 
other members of the Community as their surrogate family. 
The Community is one of a number of Jewish communities in 
Spain belonging to the Federation of Jewish Communities in 
Spain (FCJE), with whom we maintain close contact.

The synagogue, which opened in 1987, has been extended 
more recently to include a large community centre. Weekly 
services which are held on Friday evenings, are well attended, 

and at Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur the services are 
conducted by Rabbi Sam Anselem of Paris. An active Social 
& Cultural Committee arranges a wide range of activities 
throughout the year, one of the regular attractions being 
the Monthly Luncheon, which has an average attendance 
of some 50 persons. Some idea of the range of activities 
organized by the Community can be gauged by reference to 
the community website.

At Pesach, the community holds a communal Seder.  This 
annual event is highly popular and it normally attracts an 
attendance of around 100 people.  The Community also 
obtains supplies of matzo, passover wine etc., for distribution 
to its members and other Jewish people. Although it is not 
possible to obtain Kosher food supplies from within the 
immediate area, deliveries can be arranged by the company 
Kosher Tov, located in the city of Valencia. Further information 
is available on the website www.koshertov.com

The Community has its own well-cared for Jewish cemetery, 
located within the main grounds of the Benidorm cemetery.  
Tahara is carried out by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Anyone planning to visit or reside on the Costa Blanca is 
invited to visit the Synagogue, where you will be well received 
and treated like a long lost friend – which you may well 
be! For reasons of security, we would ask anyone wishing 
to make a visit to contact one of the following persons, in 
advance: Mr Brian Imber, President on + (34) 96 649 7154 or 
by email brianimber@gmail.com, or Mrs Helena Winestone, 
Vice-President on +34 96 585 5418 or email: leshelena@
gmail.com or Mr Laurence Baehr, Hon. Secretary on +34 96 
649 5633 or by email: laurencebaehr@mac.com

it’s a small world 
by Linda Taylor

On a recent holiday in France in our motorhome, we headed 
for an area called the Drome, south east of Montelimar. This 
had been recommended by our daughter, as being good for 
bird watching, and not too ‘touristy’ We stopped near a small 
town in the mountains, called Buis les Baronnies. 

On wandering round the narrow streets, we found Rue des 
Juifs. There are similar streets in many parts of Europe as 
evidence that our fellow Jews had once lived there. We hadn’t 
gone very far, wondering about the people who might have 
lived there, when a voice from a window above us, said ‘Hello 
– I thought I heard a Manchester accent, I’ll come down ‘. He 
invited us into his house, which he had worked very hard to 
repair and improve, and now in semi-retirement, lived there 
permanently. It really was very beautiful, on four floors and 
many levels. He told us, although not Jewish himself, he 
found out that a Jewish community of about 600 people had 
lived in two small streets (the other being Rue des Temple) 
presumably where the Shul was, several hundred years ago. 
At that time, Buis was an important centre of trade in that part 
of France. 

During the course of the conversation, it transpired that he 
and my husband Ronnie had gone to the same grammar 

school in Manchester, albeit at different times, and his wife 
had attended the same grammar school as our daughter. He 
had also worked at one time in Heathlands, a large Jewish 
rest/nursing home in Manchester, where my father happily 
spent the last three years of his life. Just a chance meeting, 
but what a coincidence.

Torah Academy Nursery Bazaar 
Sunday 26th June at 11.30 am. 

The Nursery, 29, New Church Road, Hove.
All readers of SJN are invited to support this event, 
in whatever way they can. While Spring cleaning, 
please put aside any sellable items and bring them 

along to the Nursery, any weekday morning.

Please make sure to tell your friends and come along 
on the day.

There will be delicious refreshments and a lovely 
opportunity to socialise.

All proceeds in aid of the Nursery.



8 9

issue 208 | may 2011 
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Many SJN readers will have family in Israel. Some, like myself, will find themselves boarding a Nesher sherut at Ben Gurion 
airport and taking the highway up into the hills into Jerusalem. Having family there means that you can no longer claim to 
be just a tourist. So, you don’t necessarily follow the obvious tourist trail taking in the Old City, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the 
museums, Mini Israel, the Tank Museum and shopping on Ben Yehuda. 

There are parts of Jerusalem that I find amazingly vibrant. The highly orthodox areas buzz with activity. Stop on a street and 
just observe for a few minutes. The view changes constantly, people move so fast, joggling for space on the pavements and 
frequently taking up road space as well. The shops sell everything but to imagine the scene, you might have to travel back in 
time, probably more than sixty years, to find such a vision in England. These are individual shops, selling everything from men’s 
ties and shirts to millinery and dresses; books; hardware; electronics and appliances and  
with a fair sprinkling of felafel stands. No specialist outlets here and always a deal to be 
be done.

The Yehuda Mehane market, the shuk, is both a tourist attraction and a necessity. Friday 
mornings for us always include a trip there. The market is packed with superb fresh 
produce. The fishmongers display fish that is so fresh it can be seen flapping about in 
big blue plastic boxes. The descaling machines operate non-stop with scales flying 
about like snow-flakes. The pomegranates, plums, strawberries are huge and piled 
high. The spice stalls display mountains of colourful powders. The crowds jostle for a 
way through the narrow alleyways. The stall-holders shout out to attract business. 

Outside the shuk, the streets throng with people. Here there are even more shops to crowd 
into or to just stand outside and pass the time of day. You might even be treated to the 
occasional street entertainer.

One of Jerusalem’s newest attractions is the Mamilla Mall. This is a complete diversion 
from the traditional Israeli shopping mall such as the 
Dizengoff Centre in Tel Aviv. Mamilla is an open-air mall, 
which stands in the shadows of the Old City and provides 
an upmarket shopping experience. The crowds of Meah 
Shearim or the shuk are not to be found here. You stroll 
past works of art - sculptures are exhibited along its 
entire length. There are very high-class jewellery stores, Israel’s 
first GAP and enough restaurants to feed the IDF. It provides an almost peaceful 
haven, an oasis in the middle of one of the most crowded cities anywhere in the world.

Of course, if you want a break from the shopping and 
the crowds, you might wish to spend some time in 
the Biblical Zoo, always worth a visit. It is extremely 
popular at Pesach. The animal enclosures are large and 
open. Information boards abound and in a couple of 
instances, the meerkat compound being one, children 
can crawl through tunnels and surface in viewing 
bubbles right next to the animals. The primary 

point of the zoo, is that all the animals in it are mentioned in the bible 
and much of the fodder is provided free of charge, by way of it being a tenth of the 

donor’s produce. 

 And at the end of the trip? There is always the Nesher sherut or a taxi back down the hill to the airport. Or, you might 
want to take the train. The old route, which dates back to1892, leaves the new Malha railway station in south Jerusalem for 
Tel Aviv via Beit Shemesh. The journey winds slowly downhill, through the mountains and forests, before it emerges past 
the Jerusalem Stone quarries and stops at Beit Shemesh. This rail trip is one of the gems ignored by most tourists and is 
inexpensive. If, by any chance, you can claim Israeli citizenship and are over sixty, you get a fifty percent discount. Be warned 
though, your cases will be inspected by the security staff at the entrance to the station, a reminder of the ever-present security 
threat which has come to seem normal in Israel.

Jerusalem - a city of contrasts
by Brian Megitt
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a Personal invitation to sussex day limmud
by Michelle & Gordon Kay

Hello,

Limmud returns to Sussex for the fourth time on 22 May at the 
University of Sussex. As co-chairs of Sussex Day Limmud, we 
welcome you to join us for a truly inspirational day of Jewish 
culture and learning.

Limmud is a global Jewish learning experience running in 
locations as varied as Israel, New York, Melbourne, Winnipeg, 
Rio de Janeiro and Budapest. By holding our event in Brighton 
we share in this ever growing Jewish educational and cultural 
phenomenon.

Our last three Limmuds had over 500 participants each and we 
anticipate similar numbers for 2011. So, why do people choose 
to come in their hundreds? We believe it is due to the choice of 
excellent presenters on offer - and this year is no different.

history track
For the historians amongst you, we are pleased to have both 
Jonathan Schneer, Professor of History at Georgia Tech 
University, and a world authority on the Balfour Declaration, and 
Jewish Chronicle columnist and historian Geoffrey Alderman, 
who will talk about the current chief rabbinate. We have two 
representatives from the University of Sussex’s Centre for 
German-Jewish Studies: centre director Christian Wiese on Leo 
Baeck’s Spiritual Resistance and Astrid Zajdband on German 
Rabbis in British Exile during World War 2.  David Lawson will 
talk about the Ostrava Torah Scroll from the Czech Republic 
now in permanent loan at Kingston Synagogue and the impact 
that has had for the shul. Holocaust survivor,

   

Agnes Grunwald-Spier will talk about her new book, the Other 
Schindlers, concerning 30 individuals who rescued Jews in 
over 10 countries. Aid worker Sally Becker, known as the Angel 
of Mostar, will also give her first-hand experience of the Balkan 
wars in the early 1990s.

israel and co-existence track
Israel themes are well represented, ranging from David 
Goodman, CEO of JNF to Hannah Weisfeld, pro Israel, pro-
peace activist (and University of Sussex alumnus). We are 
very pleased to also welcome Jeremy Beecham, Labour Lord 
and board member of New Israel Fund, as well as Sussex and 
Israel’s own Gerald Adler.  Football for Peace, an activity-based 
community relations and reconciliation initiative, run in part by 
the University of Brighton, brings together Jewish and Arab 
communities through the focus of football. 

Continuing the theme of coexistence, Fiyaz Mughal and 
Donald Franklin will talk about the future of Jewish and Muslim 
communities, while Scarlett Epstein will consider Albania as a 
model country of co-existence, particularly reflected by their 
acceptance of Jews.

art exhibition
Since Sussex has a great reputation for the arts, we asked 
Brighton-based artist Orna Schneerson Pascal to curate a 
special Day Limmud art exhibition. Her painting, Lag B’Omer, 
has been commissioned in celebration of Sussex Day Limmud.  
This reflects both the day of the event and the fire of Jewish 
inspiration Limmud creates amongst participants. The painting 
will be on sale at Limmud, along with works from five other 
local Jewish artists. Lag B’Omer and the Omer period will be 
the subject of a number of sessions at Limmud this year.  

Performance track
We have developed a 
strong performance track, 
with singer, songwriter and 
storyteller, Daniel Cainer, 
famous for his Jewish 
Chronicles; playwright 
Gail Louw will be giving an 
exclusive reading of her 
new one-woman play with 
a renowned actress due to 
read (check out www.limmud.org/day/sussex to find out who 

Sussex Jewish Representative Council
Yom Ha’atzmaut Children’s Party

To celebrate Israel’s 63rd Birthday!
Tuesday, 10th May 2011 Hove Town Hall, Hove 4.00 – 6.00 pm

Children’s entertainment followed by supper
To reserve your place contact Tessa Bass

On 01273 558884 or 07962 870642 
Donation £2 per child Tea/coffee/cakes for sale
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it is nearer the time). Musicians Polina and Merlin Shepherd 
will bring their rich range of klezmer music and song to our 
event with a number of workshops and performance sessions. 
Renowned film director Luke Holland will present and introduce 
films from his collection; short films from the UK Jewish Film 
Festival will also be shown.

charity track
We have also given some focus to local, national and 
international charities and the impact of their work. Director of 
the Jewish Council for Racial Equality (J-CORE), Edie Friedman 
will talk about the status of refugees, and mother and daughter 
charity workers Sarah Wilks of Helping Hands and Emma 
Grant of Kisharon will discuss volunteering. David Harris will 
talk about the Tikva Odessa children’s home in the Ukraine, 
while Leah Gaffney from Tzedek, the Jewish charity that helps 
third world communities, will talk about the charity’s work.  In 
addition, Jeremy Beecham will show an Oscar-winning film 
about a fantastic children’s project in Jaffa. 

healing tent and spiritual track
Our healing tent offers tasters in shiatsu and free spine check-
ups with a local qualified chiropractor. Sessions on Jewish 
philosophy with Daniel Anderson and spiritual childbirth  
with doula Debby Neuman,  sessions with Marvin Shaw on 
Kosher Happiness and Poetry Power, and Ruach and Rhythm 
with Jackie Winter.  There will also be a range of text-based 
sessions.

young limmud
Teens (11+ years) are well catered for with 17 sessions either 
specifically for this age group or open to.  These include Clive 
Lawton, co-founder of Limmud, Rabbi Daniella Kolodny, 
describing her time as chaplain in the US Navy, drama with 
Elena Markham and magic with Russell Levinson.

Children (6-10 years) can also enjoy a full programme, including 
local Mark Abrahams, resident vet for BBC Breakfast bringing 
in some of his furry friends, art with Orna Schneerson Pascal, 
football with Football for Peace, show-and-tell artefacts from 
the Jewish Museum and storytelling with Alison Levinson. 
There will also be a crèche for the under 5s, with storytelling 
and songs.

Limmud happens because our community wants it to happen 

and our team is committed to giving you a fantastic enjoyable 
event that all can enjoy.  There are few events where you can 
start your day with Daily Mail and Jewish Chronicle columnist 
Alex Brummer, explore the world of Jewish genetics with Judith 
Offman, find out about life as a US Navy Chaplain with Rabbi 
Daniella Kolodny, then hear from renowned former Conservative 
MP and QC Ivan Lawrence, but that’s what makes Limmud 
such a unique event... and that’s why we would like you there.

Our venue has excellent facilities, ample parking, and is easily 
accessible. Book now at www.limmud.org/day/sussex or 
telephone 01273 206456. Book early to avoid disappointment, 
and please don’t miss out.

We look forward to seeing you all on 22 May.  And look for us 
on Facebook too!

235-237 Hangleton Rd .. Hove .. BN3 7LR
(Next to TEXACO petrol station)

MARTIN 
GROSS 
Memorials

All aspects of stone- 
masonry undertaken 

from new to 
renovation 

and cleaning
01273 439792 
07801 599771

Take the next step on your Jewish 
journey at Sussex Day Limmud. 

Sunday 22 May 2011 at the University of Sussex
The event, delivered in Limmud’s unique style, has a range 
of local, national and international presenters including:  
Mark Abraham, Nathan Abrams, Geoffrey Alderman, 
Jeremy Beecham, Sally Becker, Alex Brummer, Daniel 
Cainer, Edie Friedman, Luke Holland, Clive Lawton, Gail 
Louw, Jonathan Schneer and Merlin & Polina Shepherd.
Visit www.limmud.org/day/sussex for more information, 
and latest updates on presenters and programme.
Book now, either online or phone 01273 206456, to avoid 
disappointment.

Look for us on Facebook!
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Photo by debra goodman
The meeting’s main speaker was Geoffrey Smith, the director of 
the Christian Friends of Israel, who told delegates: “As Weizmann 
famously remarked, the Jewish people had Jerusalem when 
London was a marsh.”

During the weekend of 25-27 March, 170 Board representatives 
and guests enjoyed a fish and chip supper and cabaret 
performed by community members at Ralli Hall in a “Taste of 
the Sea” evening. Debra Goodman, co-chair of Sussex Jewish 
Representative Council, presenter, emphasised how pleased the 
community was to host the event. She mentioned the loss of the 
Rep’s co-chairman, Ivor Miskin, who had passed away a few days 
earlier.

The plenary included an exhibition of the history of the Board, and 
a talk about the Jews of Brighton by Godfrey Gould, chairman of 
the local Jewish Historical Society.

The Deputies attended Shabbat services in the city’s synagogues 
and addressed the congregations.

new threat to shechita
by Vivian Wineman, President of the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews and Henry Grunwald OBE QC, Chairman of Shechita UK
 
You may recall the latest challenge to Shechita at the European 
Parliament was at the end of last year and involved a proposed 
amendment to food information legislation. If passed, it would 
have required the pejorative labelling of shechted meat and 
could have disastrous consequences for the provision of kosher 
meat in the UK and across Europe. After an intensive lobbying 
campaign, and some excellent support from the Jewish 
community, the amendment was rejected by the Council of the 
European Union. Since that time however, Shechita UK has 
been at pains to point out that the battle to safeguard shechita 
is far from over. 

We regret to inform you that, once again, two amendments 
have been tabled which will require the labelling of meat - one 
which would require the label, ‘from slaughter without stunning’ 
and another requiring, ‘slaughtered according to the shechita 
method.’ The effect of each of these labels is to single out the 
Jewish (and indeed Muslim) community. 

This is a bill which deals primarily with food nutrition labelling, 
and we have therefore argued that any amendments about 
animal slaughter are inappropriate. In any event, if one does 
consider it appropriate to label meat with the method of 
slaughter, then one must label the meat with all methods of 
slaughter, including methods of stunning such as, electrocution, 
captive-bolt gun, gassing and clubbing. To ignore all of these 
practices and only inform consumers where animals have been 
slaughtered according to religious law is nothing less than direct 
discrimination. 

Our deep concern is that we may be unable to challenge these 
amendments with the same force as we have done before 
because the Jewish community will feel that this is a tired issue 
with which they are already familiar and which probably doesn’t 
deserve their attention yet again. We can assure you that we 
would not be asking for this support if it were not absolutely 
crucial and that, without the efforts of our community, we can 
expect opponents of Shechita to be successful. 

We would therefore urge you to convey to the members of 
your community the urgency of this threat and encourage them 
once again to visit www.shechitaUK.org and use the draft 
letter available there, to write to the British members of the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee. 

If you have any questions about the campaign or the challenges 
to Shechita that we’re facing both in Europe and in the UK, 
please don’t hesitate to email shechita@theproffice.com. Many 
thanks for your continued support at this challenging time.

Plenary at brighton & hove
by Yael Breuer

Council of Christians & Jews -  
Diary of Events

May 17th   Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah will be speaking 
about ‘Trouble-making Judaism’ at 

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue at 7.30 pm

July 3rd   Annual Summer Garden event at Court Barn, The 
Green, Rottingdean from 2.30 – 6.00 pm.
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Sussex Jewish Representative Council

theatre      
Anima is a performance by an international band of actors, 
dancers and musicians, combining dance, physical theatre, 
music, visual imagery and intimate encounters. Created 
by the Karavan Ensemble (A Ship of Fools).  At West Hill 
Community Hall (Fringe venue 329), Compton Avenue, Seven 
Dials, Brighton BN1 3PS on 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 
May at 8 pm Tickets £8 / £6. Or take the free Big Lemon Bus 
from the Corn Exchange at 7:45 pm.

Brighton Fringe Festival features Steven Berkoff’s adaptation 
of Franz Kafka’s Metamorphosis at the Marlborough Theatre, 
Prince’s St., Brighton, on 26th 27th and 28th May at 7 pm.  
Entrance Fee: £8.00, (£6.00 Concessions). Suitable for people 
over 15 years.  Murray Hecht, Deputy Headteacher of the 
Reform synagogue’s Cheder, is directing this seminal play. 

Arthur Miller’s powerful drama All My Sons is on at the New 
Venture Theatre and has been described as ‘the best play 
ever written by Miller’. Suitable for all ages, at New Venture 
Theatre, Bedford Place, Brighton, 7:45 p.m. on 7th May, £9.

Hydrocracker- The new World order by Harold Pinter is on 
at the Brighton Town Hall and features chilling promenade 
performances of five Pinter short plays which premiered at 
Brighton Festival 2007. From 7th-29th May, £17.50.

Also by Pinter is Shorts, eight micro-plays including comedy 
revue sketches of the 50s and 60s to political satire of the 80.  
6th-8th May at Upstairs at Three and Ten.

 

music
American husband and wife duo Deborah Strauss and Jeff 
Warschauer join Brighton’s own Merlin & Polina Shepherd for 
a remarkable evening of Jewish music that spans klezmer, 
Yiddish and Hasidic traditions, and combines the sacred and 
the secular. Brighton Unitarian Church, New Road, Brighton 
BN1 1UF, 5th May.

Tickets £12 (concs £9). Available in advance from Resident 
01273 606312 or http://www.worldsacredmusic.org/

From New York, acclaimed pianist Shai Wosner will perform 
Handel, Knussen, Beethoven and Brahms. 27th May at the 
Pavilion Theatre, at 1 pm. Tickets £8.50.

comedy
An unlikely combination of Alzheimers and comedy will be 
presented as part of the Fringe Festival with Funnies, by Lynn 
Ruth Miller  on 10th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th May at the 
Iambic Arts Theatre in Gardner Street (entrance in Regent St.), 
Brighton, and is suitable for people over 18 years old. This is 
an evening of Jewish Comedy- cabaret.

open houses
Brighton resident Orna Schneerson will have her colourful art 
on display in her house on 65 Brading Road, Brighton BN2 
3PE. ‘Art in the Purple House’ features “a world of exploding 
colours and exciting art. Orna’s paintings are all about the 
celebration of life, positive images and the vitality of nature.”

Also, Joe Davis, a member of the Jewish Arts Society at Ralli 
Hall will be exhibiting paintings through all the weekends in 
May at the Open House, 121 Hollingdean Terrace, Brighton 
BN1 7HF, which is part of the Fiveways group of open 
houses. It will be no. 3 on the Fiveways trail.

books and debates
Peter Taylor will present Talking to Terrorists in conversation 
with David Aaronovitch at the Corn Exchange on 10th May at 
7.30 pm. (£10).

Peter Taylor - BBC investigative journalist and author of 
Talking to Terrorists - addresses complex and controversial 
issues in this special event.

I Shall Not Hate is the title of an extraordinary account by 
Izzeldin Abuelaish

in conversation with writer and broadcaster Simon Fanshawe.  
Join this inspirational speaker and tireless peace campaigner 
as he tells his remarkable story. 28th May at 3 pm. at the 
Corn Exchange.

In The Psychopath Test, journalist, documentary maker and 
humourist, Jon Ronson shares the truths he unearthed about 
madness and power in his latest investigative escapade. 26th 
May, Pavilion Theatre, £8.50.

brighton festival and the fringe festival - the Jewish link
by Yael Breuer
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Jewish historical society – sussex branch
by Godfrey Gould, Chairman

eastbourne Jewish social scene
by Claudette Wolfson

In 1940 I was not a Jew OF the Lake District but with 
hundreds of others, a Jew IN the Lake District. 
However, it was not about these War Time evacuees that 
Marcus Roberts spoke to the local Branch of the Jewish 
Historical Society on 29 March about the Jews of the Lake 
District. Marcus, who is the Director of the National Anglo-
Jewish Heritage Trails, addressed a small but enthused 
audience about German-Jewish miners and metallurgists who 
worked in and around Keswick in the sixteenth century. And 
this was a time when officially there were no Jews in England! 

His very well illustrated presentation was most warmly 
received. It was informative, interesting and quite unusual. 

Joachim Gaunse was one of the metallurgists who actually 
sailed with Sir Walter Raleigh to the new colony of Virginia, 
thus the first Jew in the still to be created United States, 
hitching a lift back with Sir Francis Drake - how’s that for 
chutzpah? What a pity so many missed the talk.

Our last meeting of this session will be on 3 May (Ralli Hall 
7.45 pm) when I will be speaking on the Rise and Rise of 
Gateshead. 

Preceded by our very brief AGM, it will be a fitting finale to 
our programme for 2010-11.

a century of bakers
by Esther Rinkoff 

Rinkoff’s Bakery was established in 1911 by Hyman Rinkoff 
and this year celebrates its centenary.

It was originally housed in Old Montague London E1, home 
to an influx of Jewish migrants fleeing from the pogroms in 
Eastern Europe.

Hyman came to London with his unique speciality recipes 
- challah, cheesecake, apple strudel and danish pastries - 
which today are still being baked and sold in 2 shops that 
remain in Whitechapel.

Currently four generations of the family work alongside each 
other with newest member Jennifer, daughter of Hyman’s 
youngest grandson Ray. Alongside Ray are Derek and Harvey 
his elder brothers and Lloyd his nephew who, like himself, is a 
Master Baker.

Max and Sylvie Rinkoff, the boys’ parents, ran the shop in Old 
Montague Street, before being rehoused in Jubilee Street, for 
over 60 years, servicing the Jewish community with a warm 
and friendly smile. Many people travelled far and wide coming 
from across the Thames on monthly visits, bringing suitcases 
to take the delicious bread and cakes back home.

Today the shop is still in Jubilee Street and there is also a 
small café at 79 Vallance Road, the original home to the 
Krays.

Today, Rinkoff’s can be found selling their wares in the 
hallowed halls of Harrods and Selfridges. It still remains 
a bastion of Jewish tradition, serving appropriately, 
Hamantaschen at Purim, plavas, mixed biscuits at Pesach 
and honey cakes for Rosh Hashanah.

A family business with 100 years experience: 
visit www.rinkoffbakery.co.uk to see more.

On Sunday 27 March, EJSS had the pleasure of presenting 
to the community a fantastic Klezmer concert given by Polina 
and Merlin Shepherd and members of the Chutzpah choir.  
Polina and Merlin are amongst the world’s leading players of 
traditional East European Klezmer-style music and they really 
were a treat not to be missed. The Chutzpah choir singers 
were a pleasure to listen to.   

Our event, which took place in the WRVS centre in 
Eastbourne, started off with yet another great afternoon tea. 
We have found that people love to chat and eat when they 
first arrive. Now is there any surprise in that? Naturally we 
wanted everyone to greet one another, enjoy and be satiated 
by the home made cakes and then give 100% attention to the 
musical treats in store. We were not disappointed. 

The Chutzpah choir began and ended the concert with some 
wonderful songs in many languages.  In between, Polina 
regaled us, in her wonderful voice, with songs of love in 
Hebrew, Ladino and Russian. For his part Merlin enthralled us 
with some totally inspiring and mesmerising clarinet playing.  
Our audience loved every minute of their concert. We were 

indeed privileged to have such talented artists within our 
midst. 

It was an extremely well received concert and we welcome 
suggestions and ideas for future events.

Polina and Merlin Shepherd 
photo by Brian Megitt
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a visit from the band on 15 may  

follow these Writers…in sussex

The next screening by the Sussex 
Jewish Film Club at Ralli Hall will 
be the Israeli film ‘THE BAND’S 
VISIT’ (Bikur Ha-tizmoret, 87 mins) 
on Sunday 15 May (7pm drinks, 
7.30pm film as usual). Among this 
movie’s many awards are those 
from the Cannes Film Festival and 
the Israel Film Academy. The film is 
in Hebrew, Arabic and English, with 
English subtitles where needed.

The plot concerns the Ceremonial Police Orchestra from 
Alexandria that arrives in Israel for a cultural event only to find 

that there’s no-one to meet them and help them get to their 
destination. Through a simple mistake they end up in entirely 
the wrong place – a remote town where the owner of the local 
diner offers to put them up for the night until they can go on 
their way the following morning. Each band member attempts 
to get along with the locals in his own way. It’s a special night 
of quiet happenings and confessions and the band makes its 
own impact on the town and the town on them. 

Definitely a film with a ‘feel good’ factor, so come along and 
enjoy. Non-members are welcome with a donation and it’s 
free for full-time students.

Jacs
by Nina Taylor, Hon. Chairman 

March was a memorable month for the club, beginning with 
our AGM, which was attended by National Chairman Harold 
Newman OBE, and his charming wife, Barbara. During the 
month we had some excellent speakers including Theresa 
Sundt, who told us about the Jews of Salonika who had 
settled in Greece from the beginning of the Roman Empire. At 
the beginning of WW2 there were 58,000 Jews in Salonika; at 
the end of the war there were 1500; now there are about 500. 

Variety is the spice of life and we had a very interesting 
“Pot Pourri” afternoon when members gave pen portraits of 
themselves and told their interesting life stories. 

Godfrey Gould, a good friend of JACS, gave a comprehensive 
history of how Jews came to the Brighton area after the 
advent of sea-bathing became popular. Many of their 

descendants became prominent citizens: the eldest son of 
Emanuel Hyman started the Brighton and Hove Gazette and 
Henry Solomon was Chief Constable (unfortunately he was 
murdered whilst questioning a suspect). Henry Cohen was 
the inspector of bathing water, and more recently the Cohen 
brothers were largely responsible for planning and building 
the Marina. 

We were very moved when Dr Scarlett Epstein braved the 
rain to give the history of our brethren who fled from Nazi 
Germany to Albania, and how they were welcomed and 
sheltered by the Albanian Authorities.  She also told us of the 
ordinary people who helped her as a young girl to get visas 
for many people at risk.

We meet at the AJEX Centre every Wednesday afternoon 
at 2:00 pm. Why not join us? You can be sure of a warm 
welcome.

This book represents a travel guide 
with a concept that differs from others. 
It is one of a planned series of literary 
guides through southern counties of 
England, taking you to all the places 
associated with famous authors, past 
and present. It is destined to become 
a small but indispensable addition to 
any tourist’s guide to the highlights 
of English literature.

Judith and Derek Bastide and 
Gillian and Michael Rich, who, one 
day over lunch in a small Sussex 
pub (mentioned in the book - see 
if you can find it), decided to write 

about all the famous (and not so famous) 
writers in Sussex and other counties along the south coast 
of England. Gillian and Michael live in Eastbourne and are 
members of both Eastbourne HC and BHHC. Gillian is a 
maths teacher and published writer of maths textbooks and 
Michael is a practising dentist.

The guide transports you from place to place, on foot 
or by car, with detailed route guidance through beautiful 
countryside as well as by the sea.

This guide is designed to be small, easy to handle and easy 
to read. It is beautifully produced with many illustrations 
relating to the places you will visit. The text is fully 
comprehensive, packed with information, anecdotes and 
biographical detail without being too intense.

Each of the individual towns covered in the book includes 
both individuals as well as the areas around. For example, 
Lewes includes an account of Tom Paine as being a person 
of, ultimately, international importance.

There is also a description of the members of the Bloomsbury 
Set, who were based at Charleston. The Weald and Ashdown 
Forest chapter features Winnie the Pooh and the associated 
country walk.

The book can be obtained directly from Basrich Books via 
their website, http://www.basrichbooks.co.uk, or by email to: 
books@basrichbooks.co.uk, giving your name, details of your 
order and your email address.
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rabbi Vivian silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035  Email: hollandroadshul@btinternet.com

the omer period of 49 days
by rabbi Vivian silverman

During Temple times, this part of the year was a joyous 
one, The Omer (measure of barley) was offered before 
The Almighty, and prayers were recited for a plentiful 
harvest.

Pesach marked the barley harvest and Shavuot the 
wheat harvest, and so the forty-nine days between the 
two festivals acted as a bridge between the two.

With the destruction of Jerusalem and the burning of 
The Temple in 70 CE, together with the revolt against 
Rome, known as the Bar Kochba Rebellion (between 
the years 132 and 135 CE), these seven weeks became 
ones of sadness and semi mourning.

The emperor Hadrian issued decrees forbidding – on 
pain of death - the circumcision of Jewish infants, 
the keeping of the Shabbat, and study of the Torah.  
Rabbi Akiva, the outstanding sage and spokesman 
of the generation (coinciding with the great rebellion 
against Rome) supported Simon Bar Kochba when 
he raised the banner of revolt and declared Jewish 
independence.

Akiva and many of his disciples took an active part 

in the war and they gave their lives in the process.  In 
fact, there is a passage in the Haggadah that alludes 
to this tragic episode in Jewish history.  It is the one 
mentioning the five sages (among them Rabbi Akiva) 
who are discussing at great length throughout the 
Seder night, until their disciples remind them that it is 
time to read the morning Shema.

Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Ferber, Rav of the London West End 
Synagogue during the first half of the twentieth century, 
remarks in his commentary to the Pesach Haggadah, 
that the passage describes the sages absorbed in their 
battle plans at a secret location. So absorbed were they 
that with day breaking, their pupils (on the lookout for 
Roman soldiers) urged their masters to escape before 
they were apprehended.

Though Rabbi Akiva was mistaken in having hailed Bar 
Kochba as the anointed redeemer of Israel (Mashiah) 
who would free the people from foreign domination and 
usher in an era of peace, he is still recognised as one of 
the greatest sages of all time, whose teachings are set 
out in the Mishna and Gemara.

The fall of Betar, together with the death of Bar 
Kochba in battle, and the martyrdom of Rabbi Akiva, 
are remembered during the Omer period as heroic 
episodes in our history. 

may diary 
1 Sunday      Yom Hashoah – Remembrance Day for the Six 

Million
                     Joint service for West Hove and Holland Road  

  shuls at Holland Road at 5.00 pm

8 Sunday     Shul AGM at 10.30 am 
 

10 Tuesday   Joint Yom Ha’atzmaut service with breakfast,  
  7.30 am
                    Talmud Shiur, 11.00 am

17 Tuesday   Ladies Discussion Circle followed by Talmud   
Shiur, 10.30 am

22 Sunday   Sussex Day Limmud at Sussex University

Malcolm Green Catering
The selection of your menu is an important part in the 

planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. 

We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements 
and help create the function you will be proud of. Let us 

introduce you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s 
leading Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher 

destination wedding specialist.
Join us for our glatt kosher June/July tour of “Mystical Ireland” 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST

Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823
 koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk

www.kosherservicesworldwide.com
www.kosherexperiences.co.il

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN 

(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
 www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/



16 17

issue 208 | may 2011 

Best wishes for Passover

87 Old Shoreham Road, Hove BN3 7AQ
Tel: 01273 880022
Email: bdsanders1@tiscali.co.uk

remembering ivor miskin
by rabbi elizabeth tikvah sarah

Ivor was born on March 15th 1939, the eldest son of Gertie 
and Ben Miskin, who lived in South Tottenham in North 
London.  His brother Michael arrived four years later.

After leaving school at the age of 18, Ivor did a four-year 
sandwich degree course in Chemical Engineering. It was just 
after he had started work that he met Francine at a dance, 
and they started going out together soon afterwards. As it 
happens, their parents had been acquainted, and Ivor and 
Francine had gone to the same primary school. But this was 
quite different. They courted for three years and were married 
on March 22nd 1964.

Because London was so expensive, the newly-weds went to 
live in Southend, which was where their two sons, Stuart and 
David were born at home.  After gaining an MBA, Ivor got a 
job with Parker Pen in Newhaven, and the family settled in 
Woodingdean in 1973 – in the house, which has been their 
home ever since. 

Although they were both brought up in families that were 
affiliated to United synagogues, not long after moving, 
Ivor and Francine decided to join ‘the Liberal synagogue’, 
as BHPS was called at that time. While Ivor and Francine 
became very active in the Friends of the Religion School, 
both Stuart and David became Bar Mitzvah, and were also 
confirmed. 

Ivor enjoyed being part of the community and was keen to 
help shape and guide its activities, so it wasn’t long before 
he was on the synagogue council, and then chairman – and 
then after many years of active service, became president. In 
recent years, both he and Francine also donated their time as 
volunteers in the shul L’Chayyim project, which focuses on 
the pastoral care of our older members.

Two years ago Ivor celebrated his 70th birthday and a 
week later Ivor and Francine celebrated their 45th wedding 
anniversary. I recall thinking at the Kiddush held at the 
synagogue to mark this double celebration, that Ivor was in 
the prime of his life; that they were both in the prime of their 
life together: radiant, full of energy and purpose. 

Sadly, Ivor died of pneumonia on 21st March – just a day 
before what would have been their 47th wedding anniversary, 
and six days after his 72nd birthday. Having been ill for 
several months – and in hospital for the last three – Ivor had 
begun to make a recovery, so his death, when it came was 
sudden and unexpected. 

There are no words to express the loss felt by Ivor’s 
family, and also by his friends – not least his friends at the 
synagogue. As president, he facilitated and supported 
his fellow lay leaders; he gave advice and wise counsel, 
he helped sort out difficulties. He also represented the 
congregation; addressing the congregation at significant 
moments and was a wonderful ambassador for us. The loss 
of Ivor is also felt in the Jewish community of Sussex as a 
whole. As a co-chair of the Sussex Jewish Representative 
Council, and a member of the Sussex Jewish News editorial 
team, Ivor didn’t simply contribute to the effectiveness of 
both these concerns, his interpersonal skills, and leadership 
ability, enabled everyone involved in these important arenas 
of Jewish communal activity to contribute to the best of their 
ability. 

Ivor will be deeply missed by his beloved family and friends, 
and all who knew him, and our hearts go out, in particular, to 
Francine, Stuart and David. Zichrono livrachah – May Ivor’s 
memory be a source of blessing for all our lives.

kiddush for ann carr
by Louise Mordecai

Ann Carr held a Kiddush to celebrate 60 years of association 
with BHPS. In a short speech, she said that during this time 
she had enjoyed happy celebrations as well as sad times. 
Aged 21, she was married to Ivor Maykels by Minister Archie 
Fay. Their three children had all celebrated Bat and Bar 

Mitzvot and Confirmation ceremonies at BHPS and daughters 
Mandy and Sarah also married in the synagogue.  

Most recently Sarah and Martin’s son Josh was Bar Mitzvah 
at BHPS. Over the years Ann has been involved in many 
synagogue groups and committees. She thanked Rabbi Elli 
and members of the congregation, whom she considers as 
extended family, for making the day so special for her.

bhPs
rabbi elizabeth tikvah sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk
www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk
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our first event!
What a fabulous evening!  Polina Shepherd and the Chutzpah 
Choir came and entertained us at the AJEX Hall, an event 
attended by over seventy people.

We had Yiddish songs, Russian songs, Ukrainian and, of 
course Hebrew; not forgetting the hand clapping, foot-
stomping variety, to the melancholic, tear-jerking and 
downright beautiful!

The audience totally participated, clapping in time, singing 
along and, judging by the amount of phone calls and emails 
we got afterwards, really enjoyed themselves.

This was the first event of the newly formed BHRS Functions 
Committee.  This is the first of a whole exciting programme of 
events to suit all sections of the Community. 

 So whatever Shul you belong to, keep an eye open for our 
adverts in SJN!

Preparing for Pesach in hove
On a bright, sunny Spring afternoon in Hove, over forty 
women and three men congregated at the Reform Shul 
to learn more about “cooking for Pesach”.  This was an 
informative and fun event arranged by the Synagogue’s 
Ladies Guild.  Their teacher, and inspiration, was the popular 
and well known Jewish cook and writer Denise Phillips.

With her pots, pans, mixers, a gas cooker, chopping 
boards, bowls and dishes, Denise was surrounded with her 
implements at the front of the hall.  There, she demonstrated 
those creations she suggested would be great to devour 

during Pesach.  Among these delights were Spanish onion 
and almond soup, sole with salmon mousseline (served with 
a compote of tomatoes), and chocolate roulade.

For nearly two hours Denise, in a very engaging and friendly 
style, told those assembled how the Seder meal can be 
prepared in a fresh and slightly new way without removing 
any of the meal’s traditions.  The participants were keen to 
glean every tip they could, and asked pertinent questions 
throughout.  And best of all, at the conclusion of the 
afternoon, they got a chance to taste Denise’s creations.  
Heaven!

Park – a – thon
As part of their concern for others, the Cheder, (and their 
parents and grandparents), held a “park – a – thon” in Hove 
Park early in Spring. They ran, walked and cycled – and 
raised over £500 for the Jewish children’s charity Norwood. 
Well done!! And of course we had Purim – with the megillah 
reading, a Purim shpiel and, as our two youngsters pictured 
show – lots of lovely costumes!

bhrs
rabbi charles Wallach
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE    Tel: 01273 735343
Email: office@bh-rs.org www.bh-rs.org

BULLETIN BOARD – MAY 2011  
Wednesdays JACS 
Fridays  Friday night service 6.30 pm 
  (except 1st Friday of each month – 8.00 pm)
Saturdays Shabbat service at 10.30 am
Sunday 1st Yom HaShoah service at 6.30 pm
Tuesday 3rd Discussion group: Dr Sam Barsam
  on ‘W(h)ither Jerusalem?’
Friday 6th Late Friday night service at 8.00 pm
Saturday 7th Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am
Sunday 8th Cheder returns Cheder Kids Club at 12.30 pm
Saturday14th Evening Service, 6.30 pm
Sunday 15th Member’s Tea
Saturday 21st Rabbi’s Shiur at 9.00 am
Monday 23rd Exercise to music with Adele resumes

followed by Oliver Harris in a short piano recital.
The AJEX Centre

BRIGHTON & HOVE REFORM SYNAGOGUE
Eaton Road entrance – 2.30 to 4.30

INDIVIDUAL PRIZES FOR THE WINNING TABLE
FREE RAFFLE

For security and catering reasons, ring the Office
on 01273 735343 if you wish to attend.

(Donation £3.00) 

Join us on Sunday, 15 
May 2011

for a MEGA QUIZ and 
SCRUMPTIOUS TEA
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Pesach sheni – it’s never too late!
by rabbi hershel rader

G-d spoke to Moses in the Sinai desert saying: ‘The 
children of Israel should prepare the Passover [offering] at 
its appointed time. On the fourteenth of this month, in the 
afternoon ... in accordance with all its decrees and laws....’

There were, however, 
certain persons who had 
become ritually impure 
through contact with a 
dead body and therefore 
could not prepare the 
Passover offering on that 
day. They approached 
Moses and Aaron and 
said: ‘Why should we be 
deprived, and not be able 
to present G-d’s offering 
in its time, amongst the 
children of Israel?’

And Moses said to them: 
‘Wait here and I will hear 
what G-d will command 
concerning you.’

And G-d spoke to Moses, saying: ‘Speak to the children of 
Israel, saying: Any person who is contaminated by death, 
or is on a distant road, whether among you now or in future 
generations, shall prepare a Passover offering to G-d. They 
shall prepare it on the afternoon of the fourteenth day of 
the second month, and shall eat it with matzahs and bitter 
herbs....’ (Numbers 9:1-12)

The institution of Pesach Sheni (the Second Pesach) was 
prompted by the heartfelt desires of those who, despite 
their impurity, pleaded, ‘Why should we be prevented from 
bringing the offering of G-d?’ The Mitzvah was given, not as 
a commandment from above, but as an expression of man’s 
inner need to establish a bond with G-d.

This need exists in potential in every Jewish heart. Man’s plea 
for ‘one more chance’ reflects the mode of divine service 
called Teshuva (repentance; lit., ‘return’). For everyone, 
even a person who is ‘on a distant path’ possesses a Divine 
potential, which always seeks to realise itself.

How do we celebrate Pesach Sheni nowadays? We 
remember that it had practical significance during Temple 
times and refrain from Tachanun (prayers of supplication) 
and many have the custom to eat matzah. Most importantly, 
Pesach Sheni teaches us the profoundly important lesson 
that ‘it’s never too late’ – particularly if we are prepared to 
step up and take the initiative.

bhhc
rabbi hershel rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.webjam.com/bhhc10

services and special events –may 2011
Weekdays 
Shacharit services are held in the Bais hamidrash in conjunction with hove 
hebrew Congregation (holland Road) on Mondays and Thursdays at 7.30 am and 
on Sundays at 8.30 am, except for Rosh Chodesh Iyar when Shacharit services 
will be held on Thursday 5th May at 7.15am. 
Friday evening services are held throughout the summer at 7.30pm.  See What’s 
On for Shabbat times for lighting candles.

Sunday 1st May 
yom hashoah
Joint Service with the hove hebrew Congregation, 5.00 pm at holland Road Shul

6/7 May  
Shabbat parshat Emor

Saturday 7 May
Shacharit - 9.15 am followed by Kiddush
Torah reading:  Emor (Leviticus 21:1 – 24:23) 
Rabbi’s Shiur, 7.30 pm
Mincha followed by Seuda and Maariv – 8.00 pm

9/10 May
yom hazikaron/yom ha’atzma’ut 

Tuesday 10 May
Joint yom ha’atzma’ut service with hove hebrew Congregation at holland Road 
Shul, 7.30am followed by breakfast.

13/14  May  
Shabbat parshat Behar

Saturday 14 May
Shacharit – 9.15 am followed by Kiddush
Torah Reading:  Behar (Leviticus 25:1 – 26:2) 
Rabbi’s Shiur, 7.40 pm
Mincha followed by Seuda and Maariv  - 8.10 pm

Wednesday 18th May  
pesach Sheini 

20/21  May  
Shabbat parshat Bechukotai

Saturday 21 May
Shacharit at 9.15 am followed by Kiddush 
Torah readings:  Bechukotai (Leviticus 26:3 – 27:34)
Rabbi’s Shiur, 7.50 pm
Mincha followed by Seuda and Maariv – 8.20 pm
 
Sunday 22 May 
Lag B’Omer
 
27/28 May  
Shabbat parshat Bamidbar

Saturday 28 May
Shacharit at 9.15am followed by Kiddush 
Torah Readings Bamidbar (Numbers 1:1- 4:20) 
Rabbi’s Shiur, 8.00 pm
Mincha followed by Seuda and Maariv - 8.30 pm

Yahrzeit / Kaddish
If someone has yahrtzeit or is saying Kaddish and would like a Minyan 
to be organised, please contact Rabbi Rader on 0777 565 3897 or 
rabbibhhc@gmail.com. 

Adult Education
Rabbi Rader holds a weekly Lunch and Learn on Wednesdays 12.30 – 
1.30 pm and a Ladies’ Shiur on Thursdays at 11.00 am. The Topic for 
the Lunch and Learn, which aims to be of current interest, is publicised 
on the Shul Website www.webjam.com/bhhc10 and by email to the Shul 
membership at the beginning of the week. All are welcome and lunch is 
£2.50. The Ladies Shiur deals with a variety of subjects, often generated 
by the attendees.

ruby bass making matzo
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shabbat shalom – brighton times
In    Light Candles Out  Havdalah
Fri 6     8.10 pm  Sat 7  9.28 pm
Fri 13    8.21 pm  Sat 14  9.42 pm
Fri 20    8.31 pm  Sat 21  9.54 pm
Fri 27    8.40 pm  Sat 28  10.06 pm

special dates
Sun 1  Yom Hashoah         Mon 9    Yom Hazikaron
Tue 10  Yom Ha’atzmaut     Sun 22  Lag B’Omer

regular actiVities
Sundays

shalom Programme  � on www.radioreverb.com and 97.2 FM 
9.00-9.55 am.  Repeated Thursdays at 3.00 pm Tel:  01273 
5404647.

radio reverb theatre programme, ‘curtain up’   � 97.2 FM 4.00 
pm.  Repeated on Wednesdays at 7.00 am, Tel:  01273 
5404647.

carmel tennis club �  10.00 am-12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels 
welcome. Tel: Leon on 07717 222744

Mondays
the ethics of our fathers �  with Rabbi Efune 11.30-12.30 pm 
Chabad House, 15 Upper Drive, Hove.  Tel:. 01273 321919

afternoon club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Contact Reba 01444 
410435

rubber and duplicate bridge �  1.30-4.30 pm £2.00. Tel Reba 
01444 410435 RH

contemporary basic talmud  �  with Rabbi Efune  - Men only 
8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

tanya (kabbalah) learning group   � with Penina Efune  - Ladies 
only 8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays
ralli hall lunch and social club  �  10.30 am-4.30 pm. Tel: 
Jacqueline 01273 739999 Weekly RH 

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00-4.30 pm RH

Painting with rochelle (Jas)  �  7.00 pm-9.00 pm. weekly Tel: 
01273 503708 RH

israeli dancing   �  7.45 pm-9.45 pm. Tel: Jacky 01273 688538 
Weekly RH

Wednesdays
chutzpah choir �  (singing in Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew, Aramaic 
and other languages) with Polina Shepherd. 7.00-8.45 pm  
Tel: Rosalind 01273 541031 RH.

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00-4.30 pm RH

Jacs  �  at the AJEX Centre 2.00 pm, Eaton Road, Hove - 
£2.00 members/£2.50 non-members.

Thursdays 
ralli hall lunch and social club � , 10.30 am-4.30 pm. Weekly 
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH

Weekly torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad 
House. 01273 321919. 

20
eVents for may

J:tots �  – for parents, toddlers, grandparents and carers - is held 
monthly at Ralli Hall.For information regarding the next session, please 
e-mail Rachel at jtots@rocketmail.com 
or ring 01273 204334. 
 
Tuesday 3

lunch & discussion group   �  – at the Ajex Centre 12.30 pm 
Jewish historical society    – AGM followed by Godfrey Gould on the 
‘Rise and Rise of Gateshead’. 7.45 pm. Members free, non-members 
£4.00 RH. 
 
Wednesday 4 

Jacs   � –  at the AJEX Centre 2.00 pm. Eaton Road, Hove £2.00 
members, £2.50 non-members. 
 
Thursday  5 

an evening of Jewish music   �  –  World Sacred Music Festival. Unitarian 
Church, New Road, Brighton 8.00 pm. Tickets £12 (concs £9) from 
01273 606312 or www.worldsacredmusic.org.   
 
Tuesday 10

  � yom ha’atzmaut children’s Party    – Hove Town Hall, 4.00-6.00 pm, 
donation £2 per child. Contact 01273 558884 or 079628 
 
Wednesday 11

Jacs     � – at the AJEX Centre 2.00 pm. Eaton Road, Hove £2.00 
members, £2.50 non-members. 
     
Thursday 12 

centre for german-Jewish studies   �  – Dr Nicolas Berg ‘On Modern Jews 
and Jewish Modernity : Political Economy and its Interpretation of 
Capitalism (1900-1930) University of Sussex, Arts B 127 4.30 pm. (tea 
from 4.00 pm.)  
 
Sunday 15

sussex Jewish film club   �  – The Band’s Visit’ 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm. RH 
 
Monday 16

sarid & aJr  � – spkr Bridget McGing ‘My Father’s Roses’ 10.45 am. RH 
 
Tues 17

council of christians & Jews   �  – spkr Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah 
‘Trouble-making Judaism’, 7.30 pm. Progressive Synagogue, 
Lansdowne Road, Hove 
 
Sunday 22

sussex day limmud  �  – University of Sussex – tickets from 01273 
206456, sussex@limmud.org or visit www.limmud.org/day/sussex 
 
Wed June 1

youth aliyah child rescue  � – Spring Outing with Cream Tea - Phone 
01273 776671

Grodzinki’s challot and 
rye bread are available 

from Premier Convenience 
Stores in Hove Street every 

Thursday morning until 
supplies run out.  

COMMUNITY EVENTS – 
IMPORTANT REMINDER

Contact the Communal Diary before planning your 
events email 

info@sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org 
or ring 07771 210186

You can now view the Communal Diary online at
www.sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org


