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Pause for thought

Donald Rumsfeld once spoke about, “unknown
unknowns – the ones we don’t know we don’t know”.
Over the past two months some of these unknowns
have become knowns – they have turned out to be
unforeseeable events.
We have seen political change unfolding in the Middle
East and we
have no idea
where any of
that change will
lead. Israel has
to contend with
neighbours undergoing change which is not welcomed
by the existing ruling classes. The Jewish state can
only look on; it has no control and no idea what its
developing neighbourhood will turn out to be.

the trade markets and, as in Israel, we have no control
and can only hope that all will turn out for the best.
One factor that has come to the fore is the way the
world has joined together to help Japan. Benjamin
Netanyahu was offering help within an hour of the
disaster; giant corporations such as Canon and Nikon
donated 400 million Yen to
the Japanese Red Cross;
Apple turned its stores into
homes for its staff and their
families, providing food
and shelter and also paying
for hotel accommodation if necessary. Where there is a
disaster, countries and organisations pull together.

Where there is a disaster, countries
and organisations pull together.
When will they do that for Israel?

Further east, natural disaster has combined with manmade nuclear technology to bring one of the world’s
most prosperous nations to its knees. Japan provides
the world with so many consumer and industrial items
that a major failure in its economy will cause panic in

When, we have to ask ourselves, will they ever do that
for Israel?
Next Year in Jerusalem, maybe!
We wish you all a happy, peaceful and kosher Pesach.
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Your news & views

Special Birthdays

• Mazel tov to Zena Alexander, Michael Bloomstein, Beryl
Booker, David Forman, Shirley Korner, Alexandra Lawrence,
Barbara Moss, Olivia Olorenshaw, Gillian Rich, all of whom
are celebrating special birthdays.

Anniversaries

• Mazel tov to Ruth & Cecil Josman on their golden wedding
anniversary

Thank you
I would like to thank everyone who so kindly sent flowers, fruit,
cards and good wishes and especially the ‘meals-on’wheels’
ladies who ensured that we never missed a meal or went
hungry after my recent operation. I am truly grateful to you all.
Beryl Sharpe

Get well

• We wish a refuah shelaimah to Martyn Cooperman, Sally
Crook, Dennis Hollis, Alan and Carole Lever, Cecile Levine,
Pam Magrill, Sue Rae, Sashiya (granddaughter of Penina
and Pesach Efune), Lesley Shaw, Lydia Swithern, Gloria
Taylor.

Deaths

We wish long life to:
• the family of Ivor Miskin z”l
• the family of Phyllis Schrifreen z’l

Letters

I was interested to read in SJN issue 206 information
provided by Godfrey Gould, that ‘The first recorded Brighton
Jew’ had a place of business at 22 East Street.
It was at this address in 1969, at the tender age of 25, that I
set up business as Jules Henri and traded there for more than
twenty-five years.
The business, prior to my tenancy, was a pharmacy owned
by the father of Dr Arthur Curtis and unsurprisingly was called
Curtis The Chemist.
I recognised the corner position in Brighton’s prime shopping
district as being absolutely ideal to open a ‘modern’ jewellers
with emphasis on quality and style. However, jewellers in
the immediate area took the trouble to advise me that the
town was ‘saturated’ with shops of this nature and I was
bound to fail. Filled with youthful ambition together with the
necessary self-belief, I proceeded regardless and happily my
assessment proved to be the outcome. Jules Henri surpassed
all my expectations and was perceived, dare I say far beyond
Brighton, as a measure for the future of progressive jewellery
design and retail presentation.
Stanley Cohen

Recently, I went to watch Spurs play A C Milan in the
Champions League. It was a great day for a Spurs fan as
we won 1-0. After the match, I went to a trendy bar and sat
down to eat. A group of two men with their two sons sat next
to me and started speaking Hebrew. Of course I started to
talk to them and found out they were Israeli and had come to
over to see the same match.
They had come to England to watch Manchester United
play Manchester City in the Premiership on the Saturday.
They stayed in Manchester and came down to London for
the Fulham v Chelsea match on the Monday. They stayed
in London and travelled to Milan for the A C Milan v Spurs
match. The next day they were going by train to Rome
to watch Roma play Shakhtar Donetsk in the Champions
League. That was the final match before they went home.
They told me that this trip was a Barmitzvah present for one
of the boys. I told them that for my Bar Mitzvah all I got was
£20. How times have changed.
Andrew Devon

Remembering Rev Chaim Zack z”l
by Ronnie Taylor, Chairman
Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation
Rev Chaim Zack was born in Liverpool. He was a visiting
minister to the Jewish internees on the Isle of Man at the
beginning of World War II. In 1946 he was appointed
minister to the Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation following
the retirement of Rev Wolfe. Chaim endeared himself to
the congregation and was respected by the Eastbourne
community both Jewish and non-Jewish. Besides his
accomplished Chazanut, he was a Shochet and also found
the time to run a watch and jewellery shop in the town.
In 1986, after forty years as minister to our congregation, a
tribute to Rev Zack and his wife Margaret took place in the
Shul. A special service was held in the presence of the Mayor
and Mayoress of Eastbourne, in which the former spoke of
his long association with our Minister.
In 1997 Rev Zack retired and he and Margaret moved to
London to be near to their children.
He had served the Congregation for 51 years, which probably
made him the longest serving Minister in the country. He has
been sorely missed.
He is survived by his lovely wife Margaret and daughters
Shirley and Rosalind, to whom the Congregation wish long
life.

Ivor Miskin z”l
As we were going to press, we learned with sorrow of the
passing of Ivor Miskin z”l. Ivor worked tirelessly within
our community with various organisations including
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, the Sussex Jewish
Representative Council and Sussex Jewish News. An
appreciation of Ivor’s sterling contributions to our community
will be featured in our next issue.
issue 207 | APRIL 2011
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Community life
Only as good as our volunteers

Brighton
Marathon:
Jo runs for
Helping
Hands

by Liz, Liz & Sarah @ Helping Hands

“My friend Taya Amit and I have been
given the opportunity by our school,
Michael Sobell Sinai [in London], to
fundraise for a charity of our choice
on Open Evening. We are going to
raise money by selling biscuits/muffins
that have been kindly donated to us
from Tony Page Ltd. As Taya and I
both come from Brighton, we would
very much like to give the proceeds to
Helping Hands.”
Elise Aben, Age 11 years
All of us at Helping Hands thank Elise and Taya for
nominating us and wish them luck for their Open Evenings.
We are delighted to receive these Helping Hands from our
young supporters in the capital.
We would also like to thank all our volunteers for their
continuing help. As a charity we are totally reliant on the
dependability and dedication you show to our cause. We are
only as good as our volunteers!

How to contact Helping Hands
• Email us at helping-hands@helping-hands.org
• Call us on 01273 747722
• Please visit our website on www.helping-hands.org

by Jo Greenwood

After my first
Marathon in London
in 2005 I said “never
again”. But watching
the first Brighton
marathon last year
caused a momentary
blip in my sanity and
I registered that same
day. So now I am running (if I can stop limping) the Brighton
Marathon on 10 April this year. Not long to go now.
If any of you good people would be nice enough to make a
small donation to my favourite charity - Helping Hands - that
would be really cool! Just go to the online donation link at
http://www.helping-hands.org/donate/index.html were you
can be assured that 100% of your donation plus gift aid
goes to Helping Hands (unlike a lot of the popular on-line
sponsorship websites).
Helping Hands provides practical and emotional support
across all of the Sussex Jewish Community. Thank you for
your support from me and from Helping Hands.

Hastings & District Jewish Society
by Claudette Woolfson
Hastings Holocaust Memorial Day took place once again
in the magnificent St Mary in the Castle venue in Hastings
with the participation of the Society, the CCJ (Council for
Christians and Jews) and the CFI (Christian Friends of Israel).
Over 200 attended, including the Mayor, Kim Forward,
Council Leader Jeremy Birch and Local MP Amber Rudd.
Opera South East provided the Choral Support. There
were several readings - all ‘Untold Stories,’ that gave us an
understanding of the past and an inspiration to work together
for the future. It was a most dignified and poignant occasion,
a time to remember the victims of the Holocaust and more
recent genocides.
At our February meeting we had a most enjoyable illustrated
talk on aspects of art. In March we held a discussion on the
forthcoming festival of Purim followed by refreshments and
a lively quiz. On Tuesday 8th March there was an outing to
the Jewish Museum in Camden organised by the CCJ. Many
members attended the Klezmer concert in Eastbourne on

Sunday 27th March, which featured Polina & Merlin Shepherd
and the Chutzpah Choir.
We meet again on the first Friday in April and hope to see as
many of you there as possible.
For all enquiries please contact the Society on 07743 99 22
95 or write to HDJS, PO Box 74, Bexhill, East Sussex
TN39 4ZZ

Hyman Fine House
Volunteers’ Lunch
12.00 noon on 10 April 2011
at Ralli Hall
By invitation only
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Community life

Ralli Hall

by Roger Abrahams, Hon Chairman
Irit and I have just come back from a family visit to Israel,
where we were blessed with fine weather almost every day
- except for one, when it rained so hard that the weather
forecasters confirmed that the Kinneret had risen an amazing
5cm.
As mentioned last month, I am pleased to announce that we
have now appointed a successor to Suzanne Collins, who
is retiring as the co-ordinator for the Lunch and Social Club
at the end of March. She is Ms Jacqueline Tichauer, who
is very experienced in all aspects of social work, and who I
am sure will be a worthy successor to Suzanne. I would like
to very sincerely thank Suzanne for all of her hard work and
dedication and am sure that she will still have an involvement
with the club in one way or another.
Again as mentioned last month, we have just hosted a
Shabbaton for Hashem Boys School, hopefully the first of
many such weekends. The school was introduced by Rabbi
Efune and I understand that the absolutely delightful and wellbehaved youngsters had a great time in the city by the sea.
You will have read in last month’s edition of SJN that the
Board of Deputies of British Jews is celebrating their 250th

anniversary with a weekend in Brighton just before the end
of March. Ralli Hall is hosting the Friday night supper as well
as the Shabbat lunch. Then B&HJCF is donating the use
of the Great Hall for the Representative Council to hold a
Saturday night supper with cabaret for the Brighton and Hove
community to welcome the delegates formally and to meet
them in a more social and informal setting. I am sure that the
weekend will be a great success.
Hopefully, the planned upgrade of the toilets will be
completed in time for the Board of Deputies weekend except,
perhaps, for some wall tiling and decorating,. So far the
quality of the finish has been to an excellent standard and we
should no longer be “let down by our toilets” when functions
are held at Ralli Hall.
Next month I will be able to confirm the date of the 2011
Annual General Meeting. It is likely to be towards the end of
May. As in previous years, we are still keen to welcome new
blood to the Board of Management, which is currently too
small to organise any functions or events. Our only criteria
for new board members are a wish to help B&HJCF to move
“onwards and upwards” and to have been a fully paid-up
member of the Foundation for at least one year. So please
come forward and join us in our mission.
See you at Ralli Hall.
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Community life
Jewish Historical Society
by Joan Melcher
On 22 February, Dr Helen Spurling, Outreach Officer at the
Parkes Institute, gave a fascinating and unusual talk on
Jewish and Christian Interpretations of the Flood Story in late
antiquity. Dr Spurling is a teacher, researcher and student of
Jewish Affairs at the Institute. She stressed the importance
of looking at the past before understanding how the present
has come about. A lively question and answer session was
followed by tea.
The Parkes Institute is at the University of Southampton.
Its patrons include screenwriter Ronald Harwood, Frederic
Raphael, Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks, Archbishop of Canterbury
Rowan Williams. It is a community of scholars, archivists and
students, whose work is based around the rich resources of
the unique Parkes Library and provide a world class centre for
the study of Jewish/non-Jewish relations through the ages;
to study the experience of minorities and outsiders; and to
examine the power of prejudice from antiquity to the present
day.
Its founder, James Parkes - who died in 1981 aged 85 - was a
remarkable Christian pioneer in the fight against antisemitism.

JACS
by Nina Taylor, Hon Chairman
Once again, we have had a great variety of speakers. Ceska
Abrahams’ Memories of the Holocaust was about how
Jewish parents in German-occupied Europe tried to save
their children by sending them abroad. In Ceska’s case,
members of her family were hidden under cowsheds in the
country by poor Polish farmers who shared their meagre
rations with them for some years. With all the horror stories of
World War II, it gave one faith in the goodness of some Polish
people.
Sydney Levine gave an excellent talk and convinced us
that “The Merchant of Venice” is not an antisemitic play.
As a preface to his talk he asked how many thought it was
antisemitic with 80% of our members raising their hands. At
the end of his talk, when after a lively debate, he asked the
same question. This time only 5% raised their hands!
Lea Mitchell, who is a tour guide at the Brighton Pavilion,
opened the doors of The House of Hanover and told us about
the numerous Georges who ruled Great Britain after the
Stuart dynasty was terminated by Parliament.
Ian Gledhill’s World of Art Deco showed wonderful examples
of architecture, design and new ideas for engineering. Our
dear friend Godfrey Gould stepped in when one of our
speakers was unwell. He told us about Rufus Isaacs, the
first Marquess of Reading. The Rufus family were originally
fruiterers who came to England from Belgium.
We meet at the AJEX Centre every Wednesday afternoon
at 2.00 pm. Why not join us? You can be sure of a warm
welcome.

He promoted positive Jewish/ Christian relations and the
establishment of authentic histories of the Jewish people.
After a lifetime’s work of collecting records relating to the
Jewish experience, the Rev. Dr. James Parkes presented the
Parkes Library to the University of Southampton in 1964 with
the aim of providing ‘a centre for research by non-Jewish and
Jewish scholars... into the field of relations between Jews and
other peoples and between Judaism and other religions.’
Southampton’s links with Anglo-Jewry began at the beginning
of the last century when Claude Montefiore, an outstanding
scholar of the Bible and early Christian/Jewish relations,
became President of the College of Southampton, later the
University of Southampton. Much of his personal library was
incorporated into the massive private collection of James
Parkes.
Marcus Roberts spoke on 29 March about Jews of the Lake
District.
The next meeting of the Society will be at 7.45 pm on
Tuesday 3 May at Ralli Hall, when Professor Miri Rubin will
present ‘Church & Synagogue: From Sisters to Enemies in
Medieval Europe’. The meeting will be preceded by a brief
AGM.

Youth Aliyah
Child Rescue
A record sum of £1,340 was
raised at the Coffee Morning
generously hosted by Rosa
and Stuart Panto on 16 March
in aid of the reconstruction of
the children’s village of Yemin Orde, much of which was
devastated by fire in the Carmel Forest in November last
year.
Liz Posner, Chair of the local committee was overwhelmed
by the generous response to the charity’s request for help.

AJEX AGM

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday
April 3rd at 10.30 am at Ralli Hall.
If you would like to know more about
what AJEX does and why,
come along and find out.
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Board of Deputies of
British Jews

March News from the Board of Deputies
The following is a summary of current news from the Board
of Deputies of British Jews released in advance of the
regional assembly held in Brighton & Hove at the end of
March.

Board Complaint over Palestine Advert Upheld
Following a Board complaint, the Advertising Standards
Authority (ASA) adjudged a ‘Travel Palestine’ advertisement to
be misleading.
In January 2011, an advertisement promoting tourism to the
Palestinian Territories appeared in the National Geographic
Traveller magazine. The advertisement suggested a State of
Palestine already existed, that it occupied the area between
the Mediterranean Sea and Jordan River and that Jerusalem
was part of ‘Palestine’. In response to the advertisement, the
Board of Deputies of British Jews sent a letter to the ASA.
The Board is pleased that the ASA recognised that the
advertisement was misleading and that it will not appear
again in that form. If or when ‘Travel Palestine’ re-submits
this advertisement, it will be without content which denies the
existence of Israel. The letter from the ASA can be found on
the Board’s website at www.bod.org.uk.
The Board believed it was necessary to respond to the advert
as the State of Israel is currently enduring an assault on its
legitimacy from certain sections of society, the media and the
political sphere. the Board of Deputies felt that the assertions
made by the advertisement denied Israel’s very existence
which, intentionally or otherwise, feed directly into this antiIsrael campaign. The Board felt that action was necessary
when such obvious de-legitimisation had taken place in a
national publication.

English Baccalaureate (EBacc)
The EBacc has been introduced by the government as a way
to measure achievement across a range of “core academic
subjects” studied at GCSE. It is not a new qualification in
itself, but is awarded to any student who passes GCSEs in
English, Maths, Science, a foreign language and a humanities
subject. In the 2010 league tables, Religious Education was
not included as a humanities subject which could count
towards the EBacc.
Professional RE associations, together with faith groups
and many concerned teachers and parents have been
campaigning to ensure that RE is included in next year’s
listing of EBacc qualifying subjects. This is important as
RE must be recognised as the valuable subject that it is,
but also because it runs the risk of being marginalised and
under-resourced by schools if it does not count towards their
position in the league tables.
In particular this issue is of concern for the Jewish community
as in the vast majority of Jewish schools GCSE RE (Jewish
studies) is a compulsory subject for all students. This means
that our schools would be at a particular disadvantage when

offering the EBacc if one of the subjects studied by all of their
GCSE pupils did not count towards their achievement. The
omission of RE will also impact on the way in which young
people in all schools across the country learn about Judaism,
a vital tool in building understanding of our faith and traditions
in wider British society.
There is currently an EDM tabled on this issue which has 45
signatories - http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1375.
We are working with our colleagues to increase the number of
signatories and to spread awareness as far as possible.
Attached is a template letter which can be sent to MPs to
encourage them to sign the EDM. A list of further ways to
take action can be found at http://www.retoday.org.uk/news/
re-ebacc-further-action-needed-now
If you are able to contact your MP regarding this issue it
would be appreciated. If you require any further information,
please contact Hannah Ashleigh on 020 7543 5400 or
hannah.ashleigh@bod.org.uk

Recent comments by John Galliano
On the subject of John Galliano’s recent comments and
the reaction to it, please find the following comments from
Jon Benjamin, Chief Executive of the Board of Deputies,
commented on the recent comments made by fashion
designer John Galliano.
“We deplore the comments alleged to have been made
by John Galliano and applaud the subsequent action of
Christian Dior, along with the universal condemnation of these
comments,” said Mr Benjamin. “In the context of other recent
reports of comments critical of Jews for no other reason
than their faith, this should send an unequivocal message
that antisemitism and indeed racism of any kind is not to be
tolerated.”

Impact Assessment on Daylight Savings Time Bill
The Board of Deputies has submitted an impact assessment
on the Daylight Savings Time Bill. The Bill is currently in
the Committee Stage in Parliament. The report outlines the
effects of any change to the current GMT arrangements and
was formulated following a series of consultations across the
entire range of the Jewish community.
The analysis noted the arguments from some quarters that
the changes would improve road safety and save lives, but
also the difficulties resulting from darker mornings and lighter
evenings and the impact on Jewish practice. This would
include the effect on prayer and Shabbat times, fast days and
women’s use of the mikveh. On balance, the Board’s position
is not to support a change in the current arrangements.
Please email public@bod.org.uk for more information on the
Impact Assessment.
issue 207 | APRIL 2011
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Flats – risks we need to know
by Shula Rich

The Buy
to Let
Risk

Landlords
who buy
flats, think of
themselves as
landlords first,
leaseholders
second
(if ever?).
However what
use are the
landlord’s
calculations about whether the property
will ‘wash its face’or not, in the event of
unpredictable service charge bills?
A repair bill as part of the service charge
can be many thousands more than the
usual service charge. Perhaps you
remember my block Kingsway Court
where our maintenance bill was two
million pounds in the 1990s - £20,000
each, not the usual £2,000.

Wasting Lease Risk

Recently I was welcomed home
by a fine pot of flowers from some
neighbours (themselves landlords) who
reckoned my advice had saved them
£30,000 or more. They had received an
alarm bell letter from a firm touting lease
extensions, and were being hurried
into a deal to lengthen their lease at a
‘bargain’ price.
But do you really want a lease
extension, I asked them, and what for?
It may add value if you want to sell it,
otherwise you’ve paid for air time you
don’t need or want.
My friends didn’t want to sell the flat,
and on consideration, the purchase
of expensive air time they didn’t need
at the expense of money which would
pay for some excellent holidays, wasn’t
such a good idea. I advised them to
really look closely at their own needs
and decide for themselves whether this
deal was in their own interests.
Lawyers and estate agents may not be
thanking me for this – but how many
of you are looking at the question of
lease extensions in the clients’ real
interest? And how many of you know
whether in twenty years time conversion
to commonhold will not have become
so much easier that leases won’t even
exist?

Self-Managing Risk

In our professional lives many of us run
businesses far more complicated than
any block of flats, so surely a committee
of wisepersons can run a property
without an agent?
The danger here is that we don’t
know what we don’t know and any
leaseholder
who feels aggrieved at the size of the
maintenance bill will soon find out if
we haven’t served an S.153 with our
S.166 or that we are missing an S.20.
Flats of all sizes, from the one-up onedown owned by the resident freeholder,
to the block of 100, down the bottom
of First Avenue are, every one of them,
subject to the same convoluted legal
regulations.
It’s not beyond the skill of wise persons
to run their own block but it must be
done with absolute respect for all these
regulations. This is time-consuming
and responsible work, which, if unpaid
and unappreciated, one may begin to
resent. In addition, if the right Notices
are not served, the service charge
is not payable, and the major works
contribution is limited to £250.00, no
matter how much is needed.

The Risk in the Agent’s
Contract

I am looking at this from both sides. As
a managing agent, have you thought
about the
transparency
of your own
management
contract? Many
management
contracts in
Brighton & Hove
are what I call
Desk Hoppers.
People take
them with when
they leave one
firm and start up
on their own.

sometimes as one paragraph with
another attached, and then in another
contract it has migrated and attached to
another section.
The advantage of keeping the
same terms in contracts is that they
are understood and tested. The
disadvantage is that the job itself has
changed but the contract hasn’t, so
these old contracts don’t suit anyone:
the agents can’t make enough money
because new tasks aren’t costed, so
they have to rely on percentages.
The leaseholders can get an inferior
service because the agent works on
percentages which can encourage
disrepair. 10% percent of a big repair
job is a lot better than 10% of a little
one for the agent.
I am dealing with sensitive issues here,
and those in the field may find what
I say controversial – I hold a drop-in
for leaseholders twice a week at the
Friends Meeting House (details 01273
705432) see www.leaseholdrights.
co.uk. You are invited to bring me your
leasehold woes or, even better, share
your own experiences.
Shula Rich is Honorary Consultant to
the Federation of Private Residents
Associations and advises members of
the Southern Landlords Association on
leasehold issues.

I see the same
‘grant and
reservation’
(what you do,
and what I keep
for me to do)
all the time,
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A visit to the Leo
Baeck Centre, Haifa
by Sharon & Gerry Crest
We have just returned from Israel, visiting
family and touring hundreds of miles in
that wonderful country. The highlight of
our trip was a prearranged visit to the
Leo Baeck Centre in Haifa.
Our very dear friend Jacki Gryn (wife
of the late great Rabbi Hugo Gryn)
arranged this visit for us and we are both
overwhelmed with the work carried out at
the Centre. It would take many pages to
describe fully the activities, but here are
some of the key points.

A funny thing
happened…
by Ivor Sorokin
In February, I was visiting a friend in a
local residential hotel at the same time
as Jill Goodman. While we were chatting,
she mentioned that her sister, Carole,
was staying with her for a few days that
week. As Carole was a girlfriend of mine
some 55 years ago, I told Jill that I would
be delighted to catch up with her, and
see how life had treated us.
Carole did phone, and we arranged to
meet up in Otello’s coffee bar. When
she arrived, looking great for her years,
we sat for nearly two hours reminiscing
about old times as far back as the
Cordoba Coffee Bar days and chatting
about our current lives.
She had married Allan Jay, a solicitor,
who also became a world champion

The Leo Baeck School has over 2000
pupils who attend from six months to 18
years. We witnessed various aspects of
the teaching, including dedicated tuition
for children requiring special needs.
There is also:
•S
 ocial outreach serving thousands of
Arabs, Jews, Druze, veteran Israelis
and new immigrants
•S
 pecial integration teaching for
Ethiopian immigrants
• Leadership training for youth at risk
• Arab-Jewish coexistence
•E
 arly childhood learning therapeutic
centre for Arab children at risk
• Arab-Jewish summer camp
fencer, and competed in five successive
Olympics, winning two silver medals.
They are now retired and live in a lovely
cottage in Somerset, with wonderful
flower and organic kitchen gardens.
Carole, however, still works parttime in her complementary medicine
practice, specialising in reflexology
and acupressure. Allan, having been
England’s team captain for a number
of years, now travels the world, most
recently to Israel, as a representative of
the International Fencing Federation,
overseeing World Cup competitions.
Otello’s is quite a public place, and
there were several of my acquaintances
looking quizzically at us, and wondering
at the connection. I did explain the
situation to two local girls who were
really interested, but left others to draw
their own conclusions. On discovering
that we were both still tennis nuts, I
invited Carole to have a doubles game
with Gweni and me, along with our coach

• After school care for Arab and Jewish
children at risk.
In addition, Jewish identity is taught in
the school and there is the wonderful
Hugo Gryn Outdoor Synagogue and
Garden. A visit to this centre dispels so
many of the myths created by the media.
There is so much more than mentioned
here. If you want to know more, please
do contact us by e-mail at gerrycee@
yahoo.co.uk
We wish the whole community a Pesach
Sameach.

Tom Monk. By the way, Carole’s maiden
name was also Monk.
Gweni and I had discussed the possibility
that they might be vaguely related, as
Tom had previously told us that there
were some Jewish roots in his family.
When we got together for a pre-game
snack at our Falmer club, Carole asked
Tom for his father’s name. He told her
that it was Michael. She also asked
whether he had two aunts called Valerie
and Pamela. When he replied in the
affirmative, she told him that she was his
father’s first cousin. What an amazing
coincidence!
We had a super game of tennis, (one set
each). After the game, Carole picked up
the phone to speak to her cousin Michael
and his wife Moira. Apparently they got
on famously after all this time and caught
up with news of various members of the
family, hoping to meet up with them in
the near future.

MARTIN
GROSS
Memorials

All aspects of stonemasonry undertaken
from new to
renovation
and cleaning
235-237 Hangleton Rd .. Hove .. BN3 7LR

01273 439792
07801 599771

(Next to TEXACO petrol station)
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Interfaith relations & Holocaust Commemorations in Albania
by Dr. T. Scarlett Epstein OBE

Albania’s tribal culture has an age-old
Code of Honour called BESA which
obliges every family to treat guests
better than their own kin and offer
them help if they need any. BESA
is even now an important part of
Albanian culture. It was BESA that
was responsible for allowing Albanians
to disregard their own religions and
provide a safe asylum for over 2,000
Jewish refugees before and during
World War 11, often at the risk
to their own lives. Even under
German occupation not a single
Jewish refugee was handed
over to the Nazis. Already in the
mid-1930s King Zog of Albania
instructed his embassies to
offer visas to Jews who had
passports and issue Albanian
passports to those who had
no documents, thus offering
persecuted Jews asylum.

Now that I have reached old age, I
feel I should begin to repay the debt I
owe the country and its population. I
decided to make the movie, Back From
The Brink, which includes three stories
by Jewish refugees, including my own.
These stories show that each one of us
survived the Holocaust only because
individuals, organisations and/
or countries helped us.

I personally benefitted from this
support. At the beginning of
August 1938 I was granted a
three months Yugoslav Tourist
Visa. I was staying with my
parents at my aunt’s home in
Zagreb. When our visas were
Imam Maulana Shahid Raza of Three Faiths Forum and
due to expire in November 1938,
H E Mr Zef Mazi, Ambassador of Albania.
the authorities threatened us,
that unless we could find another
To make the film I returned to Albania
country that would accept us, they
after 72 years. There I saw the level
would send us back to the German
of poverty that still persists among
border. We knew that if that happened
the population. This made me decide
we would end up in a concentration
that it was high time I did something
camp. This made my parents suicidal,
more effective to repay the debt I owe
whereas as a 16 year old girl I still
the Albanians for having saved my
wanted to continue living.
life. Since I am not rich enough to give
Thus, I went to all the
Western Consulates in
Zagreb, trying to obtain
visas but at every one of
them the door was shut
in my face when I showed
our passports with a
big red “J”. This made
me extremely worried.
When I was about to
despair, a friend advised
me to go to the Albanian
consulate. I rushed there
and, to my most pleasant
surprise, I was ushered
into the Consul’s office
where he granted me
visas straight away. Thus
Albania saved my life and
that of my parents.

money, I volunteered my developmental
expertise, which was readily accepted.
My first objective was to get Albania
the long overdue recognition for having
saved so many Jewish lives. Together
with Dr. Teuta Starova, the deputy
Albanian ambassador to London and
two of London’s Jewish organisations,
we arranged several functions during
the recent Holocaust memorial period.
The Jewish Museum and
the London Jewish Cultural
Centre (LJCC) screened my
movie and the Albanian movie
Rescue in Albania for large
audiences. The LJCC arranged
a well-attended reception at
which the Imam member of
the interfaith forum presented
the Golden Interfaith Medallion
to the Albanian ambassador
in recognition of the many
Jewish lives Albanians had
saved before and during the
last war. In Tirana there is an
Association of Albanian Friends
of Israel, of which the President
and a number of its members
are Muslims. It seems that this
is the only organisation of its
kind in the world.
In Albania I met many poor women in
the Highlands who produce beautiful
handloom, crocheted and knitted items
for which there is unfortunately very
little demand. With the help of Mike
Lyons’ website, I met a Jewish lady who
teaches design at Brighton University.
She has kindly agreed to allow her
students to advise these women on the
type of items to produce
and for which there will
be a demand in Western
countries. Once these
goods are available, we
will have to help to sell
them in Europe.
Your help and support
would be greatly
appreciated. Please
contact me via Sussex
Jewish News.
Clive Marks, President OF
LJCC, Imam Maulana Shahid
Raza of Three Faiths Forum,
H E Mr Zef Mazi, Ambassador
of Albania and Sir Sigmund
Sternberg.
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Repertoire

Their brother Jacob, 9, sang solo in a clear and sweet voice. There
was also a string quartet made up of Lazar’s friends, who acquitted
themselves admirably. All played with astounding flair, expertise and
maturity beyond their years.

by Stephanie Megitt
The Eastbourne community were treated
to a concert with a difference. Meticulously
planned by Lazar Liebenberg, 15, it took
place in a packed and intimate theatre,
ideally suited to the programme.

The opening piano piece, entitled
Heartbeat, had been written by Lazar in
response to a friend going into hospital
for a heart operation. The beautiful
composition told the whole story, building
shades of tension and the relief of
survival. This was received with rapture
by the audience, who were not to be
disappointed by the remainder of this
varied and adventurous ‘Repertoire’.

Well-loved classical pieces for piano
and cello by such composers as Mozart,
Beethoven and Mendelssohn, were
interspersed by others, including a sonata,
written by Lazar, a promising composer. In
addition, there were modern renditions of
jazz pieces such as 12 bar blues and songs
by Rihanna and Andrew Lloyd Webber. Lazar,
a confident compere and conductor, was
a masterful pianist, as was his sister Nina,
Photo by Brian Megitt
13, who also played cello magnificently.

Luscious lemon pudding
from the kitchen of June Temerlies
A light-as-air sponge tops a refreshing lemon
mousse. It is a dessert for Pesach and all
the year round too.
2 oz (50g) soft margarine
4 oz (125g) caster sugar
1 heaped teaspoon potato flour
4 eggs separated

The concert was a great success and a
testament to this talented family, whose
evident time and effort paid off so well.
An overall profit of £400 was raised for
repairs to Eastbourne shul.

zest and juice of 1 lemon
5 fl oz water
Preheat oven to gas mark 3 (170 C). Lightly
grease a 2-pint soufflé dish or 6 individual
ramekins with a little softened margarine and
stand in a roasting tin.
Beat the margarine and sugar until pale. Beat
in the egg yolks one at a time and then add
the potato flour. Next, add the finely grated
zest and juice of the lemon and the water.

Whisk the egg whites until firm. Slowly pour
the egg and lemon mixture into the stiff
egg whites, folding gently together with a
spatula, then spoon carefully into the dish or
dishes. Pour boiling water into the roasting
tin to surround the dishes and bake for 45
minutes-1 hour for the large dish or 30-35
minutes for individual dishes, until pale
golden on top and spongy to touch. When
cool, refrigerate for several hours and serve
chilled.

Animal Magic
Vet on Call
by Marc Abraham
Ebury Press, at £6.99
ISBN 9780091937874
Review by Doris Levinson
It was buzzing and crowded
with friends, colleagues,
musicians and supporters at
the Kemptown Bookshop on 3
March when our own celebrity
‘pet vet’, Marc Abraham,
launched his first book Vet on
Call about his experiences in his first
year as an emergency out-of-hours vet.
He writes amusingly about his early mistakes, and the
terror and joy involved in saving an animal’s life. It is a
heartwarming
and enjoyable
book which
is thoroughly
entertaining.
A great
read, giving
touching
insights
into the
unpredictable
world of a vet.

Take the next step on your Jewish
journey at Sussex Day Limmud.
Sunday 22 May 2011 at the University of Sussex

The event, delivered in Limmud’s unique style, has a range
of local, national and international presenters including:
Mark Abraham, Nathan Abrams, Geoffrey Alderman,
Jeremy Beecham, Sally Becker, Alex Brummer, Daniel
Cainer, Edie Friedman, Luke Holland, Clive Lawton, Gail
Louw, Jonathan Schneer and Merlin & Polina Shepherd.
Visit www.limmud.org/day/sussex for more information,
and latest updates on presenters and programme.
Book now, either online or phone 01273 206456, to avoid
disappointment.
Look for us on Facebook!

Photo by Mike Mendoza
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Two for the price of one!
by the Sussex Jewish Film Club
The next screening by the Sussex Jewish Film Club at Ralli Hall
will be a double bill. On Sunday 10th April we’re showing Oedipus
Wrecks (USA, short Woody Allen film, 37 mins) together with
Barmitzvah Boy (UK, Jack Rosenthal, 75 mins).
The Woody Allen film includes all his trademark neuroses and wit. It’s
about a single Jewish New Yorker (played by Allen) whose mother is
constantly trying to get him settled down with a nice Jewish girl. Then
she suddenly disappears. Is this his chance of freedom at last?
Jack Rosenthal’s story is about Eliot, aged 13, who is caught up

Jewish music from the Strauss/Warshauer
Duo on 5 May
The Brightonbased World
Sacred Music
Festival
promotes
inspirational
music from
spiritual
traditions
around
the globe.
This year’s
contribution
from the

in a whirlwind of caterers, guest lists,
hairdressers and Torah study as his mother
prepares him for his Barmitzvah. But Eliot
is about to experience an acute case of
cold feet.... This witty time capsule of 1970s
Britain was first shown by the BBC in their
Play for Today slot and won a BAFTA award.
So come along and enjoy an evening of
comedy (7.00 for 7.30 pm – hot or cold
drinks available). Non-members are welcome with a donation and
parking at Hove Station costs only £1 on Sundays.
Our full programme of dates and films for 2011 was published last
issue.
Jewish tradition is a concert on Thursday 5 May with the Strauss/
Warschauer duo from New York.
Performances by this husband and wife team are an integrated and
intimate blend of songs, translations and instrumental music, drawing
from klezmer, Yiddish, Hasidic and liturgical music and culture,
adding their own original compositions and song settings. Jeff
Warschauer plays guitar and mandolin, while Deborah Strauss plays
violin and accordion. Both of them do vocals.
They will be joined by our own Merlin and Polina Shepherd, who
bring together the Ashkenazi traditions of East and West Europe.
Don’t miss the opportunity to enjoy this concert, which will be held
on 5 May at Brighton Unitarian Church, New Road, Brighton (the one
that looks like a Greek temple) at 8.00 pm.
Tickets are £12 (concessions £9) and are available online from www.
worldsacredmusic.org or from Resident Music (01273) 606312.

Sussex Jewish Representative Council

Tuesday, 10th May 2011
Ajex Hall, Brighton & Hove
Reform Synagogue,
Eaton Road Entrance, Hove
4.00 - 6.00pm
Children’s entertainment
followed by supper
To reserve your place contact
Tessa Bass
On 01273 558884 or 07962870642
by 30th April 2011
Donation £2 per child
Tea/coffee/cakes for sale
issue 207 | APRIL 2011
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Rabbi Hershel Rader

Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855 Email: office@bhhc-shul.org www.webjam.com/bhhc10

Pesach is an eternal message of hope

some do not. But no thoughtful man can deny the fact that
they are, beyond any question, the most formidable and the
most remarkable race which has appeared in the world.”
Pesach commemorates the emergence of that remarkable
race as an independent nation, an emergence that was
contingent on our faith and preparedness to be G-d’s people.
As we face the future let us remember that important lesson
which is the basis of our unique identity.

by Rabbi Hershel Rader

Pesach approaches with its eternal message, a message
of hope for an oppressed nation. We celebrate Pesach in
the spring to affirm our belief that nature is subordinate to
Hashem and that we owe our freedom to Him.
Winston Churchill said, “Some people like the Jews, and

Purim rocks BHHC
Over 75 people celebrated
together at Purim, including
over 30 children. Everyone
was provided with handmade
greggers made by the Cheder
children and used for the
reading of Megillat Esther.
Before a festive Kiddush,
the children also put on a
Purim spiel and handed out
mishloach monot to everyone
in attendance.

Services and Special Events – April 2011
Weekdays
Shacharit services are held in the Bais Hamidrash in conjunction with Hove
Hebrew Congregation (Holland Road) on Mondays and Thursdays at 7.30 am and
on Sundays and Bank Holidays at 8.30 am, except where otherwise stated.

20 April: Pesach – 2nd day
Wednesday 20:
Shacharit – 9.15 am
		
Mincha / Maariv – 7.50 pm, yom tov ends - 8.58
		
pm

Shabbat and Yom Tov Services
Shacharit services for Shabbat and Yom Tov begin at 9.15 am and are followed by
Kiddush.

22/23 April: Shabbat Chol Hamoed
Friday 22:		
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat at 7.49 pm
Saturday 19:
Shacharit – 9.15 am
		
Mincha / Maariv – 7.40 pm, Shabbat ends – 9.03
		
pm

1/2 April: Shabbat Parshat Tazria - Hachodesh
Friday 1:		
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat at 7.15 pm
Saturday 2: Torah readings: Tazria/Hachodesh
		
(Leviticus 12:1-13:59/ Exodus 12:1-20)
		
Rabbi’s Shiur, 6.30 pm
		
Mincha followed by Seudah and Maariv – 7.00 		
		
pm
8/9 April: Shabbat Parshat Metzora
Friday 8:		
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat at 7.26 pm
Saturday 9: Torah Reading: Metzora (Leviticus 14:1–15:33)
		
Rabbi’s Shiur, 6.45 pm
		
Mincha followed by Seudah and Maariv - 7.15 		
		
pm
15/16 April: Shabbat Acharei Mot - Hagadol
Friday 15:		
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat at 7.37 pm
Saturday 19:
Torah reading: Acharei Mot (Leviticus 16:1–		
		
18:30)
		
Rabbi’s Shiur, 6.45 pm
		
Mincha followed by Seudah and Maariv – 7.30 		
		
pm
18 April: Erev Pesach, Fast of the Firstborn
Monday 18: Shacharit followed by Siyum – 7.30 am
		
Mincha / Maariv & Light candles – 7.42 pm
19 April: Pesach – 1st day
Tuesday 19: Shacharit – 9.15 am
		
Mincha / Maariv – 7.45 pm, light candles after 		
		
8.56 pm

24/26 April: Pesach – 7th and 8th Days
Sunday 24: 		
Mincha / Maariv and light candles – 7.52 pm
Monday 25:		
Shacharit – 9.15 am
		
Mincha / Maariv- 7.55 pm, light candles after 		
		
9.07 pm
Tuesday 26:		
Shacharit – 9.15 am followed by Yizkor
		
Mincha / Maariv – 7.55 pm, Yom Tov ends – 9.09
		
pm
29/30 April: Shabbat Parshat Kedoshim
Friday 29:		
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat at 7.50 pm
Saturday 30:
Torah Reading Kedoshim (Leviticus 19:1–20:27)
		
Rabbi’s Shiur, 7.20 pm
		
Mincha followed by Seudah and Maariv - 7.50 		
		
pm
Yahrzeit / Kaddish
If someone has Yahrtzeit or is saying Kaddish and would like a minyan to be
organised, please contact Rabbi Rader on 0777 565 3897 or rabbibhhc@gmail.
com.
Adult Education
Rabbi Rader holds a weekly Lunch and Learn on Wednesdays 12.30 – 1.30 pm
and a Ladies’ Shiur on Thursdays at 11.00 am. The topic for the Lunch and Learn,
which aims to be of current interest, is publicised on the Shul Website www.
webjam.com/bhhc10 and by email to the Shul membership at the beginning of the
week. All are welcome and lunch is £2.50. The Ladies Shiur deals with a variety of
subjects, often generated by the attendees.
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Rabbi Vivian Silverman

Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 Email: hollandroadshul@btinternet.com

A Pesach FAQ
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman

What is Hameitz? Leavened food or drink from any
of the five types of grain: wheat, barley, oats, rye,
spelt. This means that flour, bread, rolls, cake, biscuits,
cereals, together with matzoh and matzoh meal from
a previous year (even if unopened) are all hameitz.
Whiskey must not be drunk because it is distilled from
barley.
Yet we eat matzoh? True, matzoh is made from one of
those five species, but it is kneaded into the flat bread
we call matzoh, and prepared within eighteen minutes
from the moment water comes into contact with the
flour until the matzoh comes out of the oven. The time
factor prevents it becoming hameitz.
Why must I lock away all hameitz, including pots
and pans, dishes and cutlery? This is based on a
Torah passage which explains that hameitz must not
be seen or found on our premises over Pesach, and so
we must not own the hameitz from erev Pesach till after
Yom Tov. A document of sale is drawn up and signed
by members of the synagogue before 10.00 am on the
day before Pesach authorising the rabbi to sell their
hameitz to a specified non-Jewish person till until after
Yom Tov.

PESACH TIMES – APRIL 2011
18 Monday		
		
		
		
		

Erev Pesach
Latest time (Hafsaka) for eating/			
drinking hameitz – 10.00 am
Burn hameitz from last night’s home 		
ceremony (Bedikat Hameitz) by 11.30 am.
Mincha 7.30 pm and 1st Seder

19 Tuesday
		
		
		

1st Day of Pesach.
Shacharit 9.30 am. Prayer for Dew – Tal.
Mincha 7.30 pm and 2nd Seder
Counting of the Omer begins

20 Wednesday
		
		

2nd day Pesach.
Shacharit 9.30 am
Mincha 7.55 pm – Yom Tov ends 9.00 pm

21 Thursday

Chol Hamo’ed. Shacharit at West Hove

22 Friday 		
		

Chol Hamo’ed. Shacharit at West Hove
Erev Shabbat Mincha 7.30pm

23 Shabbat

Shacharit 9.30 am - Song of Songs read

24 Sunday		

Erev Yomtov - Mincha 7.30 pm

25 Monday		
		

7th of day Pesach
Shacharit 9.30 am, Mincha 7.30 pm

26 Tuesday		
		
		

8th day Pesach
Shacharit 9.30 am followed by Yizkor
Yom Tov ends at 9.12 pm

Document for the sale of Hameitz is available from 5th April till Erev
Pesach on 18th April

Which food is kosher for Pesach? Please be very
sure that whatever you buy has a recognised Beth Din
label, whether from this country or overseas, stating
that the product is for Pesach 5771/2011. Stating that it
is “Kosher for Passover” is not sufficient.
What is Hafsaka? This is the latest time for eating
and drinking hameitz on erev Pesach. This year it will
be on Monday 18 April at 10.00 am. From then on
until 11.30am we can dispose of, and lock away, our
hameitz.
What about lunch on erev Pesach? Fruit and
vegetables, fish and matzoh meal fritters prepared
under Pesach conditions can be enjoyed, but matzoh
should not be eaten until the Seder so that the taste will
be new and delicious. This is also why many families do
not eat matzoh from Purim onwards.
Why the unusual greeting for Pesach? We wish
each other a “hag kasher v’sameiah” – a kosher and
happy Pesach, in the hope that, with all the intensive
preparations beforehand, nothing will have gone wrong
and that no hameitz will be unexpectedly found in our
home over Yom Tov.

Malcolm Green Catering

The selection of your menu is an important part in the
planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need.
We can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements
and help create the function you will be proud of. Let us
introduce you to a cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s
leading Caterers & the world’s foremost glatt kosher
destination wedding specialist.
Join us for our glatt kosher June/July tour of “Mystical Ireland”

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST

Contact Malcolm on 0203 393 6823
koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com
www.kosherexperiences.co.il
UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN
(For functions in the U.K.)

“You’ve eaten the food now read the blog”
www.koshersericesworldwide/blog/

issue 207 | APRIL 2011

16

BHPS

Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk
www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

Remembering the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

The first day of Pesach this year coincides with the anniversary of
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising which began on Erev Pesach 1943,
19th April 1943.
By the end of 1942 approximately 300,000 people had been
rounded up in the Warsaw Ghetto and transported to Treblinka.
In January 1943, with approximately 60,000 people left, a
small group of mostly young Jews, using a stash of smuggled
weapons, attacked German troops rounding up more Jews for
deportation. Within a few days the troops retreated. Emboldened
by this small victory, the ghetto’s Zydowska Organizacja Bojowa
(ZOB or Jewish Fighting Organization) set about acquiring more
weapons and making plans to defend the Ghetto. The Germans,
however, also made sure that they were ready to meet resistance.

troops – and held out against them for 27 days. The first major
blow came on 8 May when the Germans captured the ZOB’s
headquarters and killed their leader, Mordecai Anielewicz, and
a large number of his colleagues. By 16 May it was all over.
Approximately 300 Germans and 7,000 Jews were killed during
the Uprising. Another 7,000 Jews were deported to Treblinka.
Today you can still meet a handful of surviving ghetto fighters at
Kibbutz Lohamei Ha-gheta’ot in the Western Galilee.
This Uprising became so important in the collective psyche
of the nascent Jewish state that when Jewish scholars began
discussing a date to commemorate the Sho’ah, the Israelis
argued for one coinciding with the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. As
Pesach itself wasn’t possible, Yom Ha-Sho’ah was eventually
fixed for a few days later on 27 Nissan and eight days before Yom
Ha-Atzma’ut – Israel Independence Day.

On the eve of 18 April 1943 the Ghetto fighters made sure that
the remaining Jews went into hiding. By morning 750 fighters
armed with a handful of pistols, rifles, and Molotov cocktails
took on more than 2,000 heavily armed and well-trained German

With the first day of Pesach this year coinciding with the first day
of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, it seems appropriate that as we
celebrate the ‘Season of our Freedom’ – Z’man Cheiruteinu – and
remember that the process of liberation begins when people take
action to liberate themselves. Pesach same’ach!

Jews and the pursuit of justice

Oneg on Israel

by Marguerite Wright

Members who went to Israel in October, many who had never
been to Israel before, presented a very interesting account of their
trip at our Friday Night Oneg in February. The evening began
with a slide show that included images of kibbutz Natan, where
beautiful buildings are constructed from mud and discarded
object,s as well as dramatic salt formations at the Dead Sea. A
description of the trip was then given by Rabbi Elli and others.

Distinguished academic and philosopher Dr Brian Klug delivered
the 2011 biennial Aubrey Milstein Community Lecture. He
spoke to a multi-faith audience of around sixty on “Living in the
World: The People of God and the Pursuit of Justice”.
Quoting from the Hebrew Bible, he said that although the Jews
may have been chosen by God, it was a poisoned chalice
requiring the difficult if not impossible task of doing justice in
the world. Defining his interpretation of justice, Dr Klug drew
a parallel to the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights
arguing that it was rooted in the same scriptures.
“Judaism means nothing if it does not mean social justice”
said Dr Klug, who has published widely on race, anti-Semitism,
Jewish identity and other subjects. He believes that to be
Jewish is to be rooted in the here and now, taking Tanakh as an
ideal but not for each word to be followed unquestioningly and
without interpretation. The lecture was followed by a question
and answer session, refreshments and a book signing.

The group was accompanied by an Israeli guide with an
encyclopaedic knowledge of the history and geography of the
region. From Jerusalem they visited the southern Arava desert
(a crater formed by a prehistoric sea), Sde Boker (Ben Gurion’s
kibbutz), Beer Sheva, Ein Gedi, the Dead Sea and Masada.
Moving north they went to the Galilee, including the Hula valley
(an important habitat for migrating birds) and the Lebanese border
before returning south to Jerusalem via Acre, Haifa, and Tel Aviv.
Highlights included praying at the Western Wall, seeing the
Arab Israel Centre in Acre where Arab and Jewish children play
together, and visiting Ben Gurion University (housing the world’s
leading desert research institute) and, visiting progressive
synagogues in Haifa, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.
This intensive itinerary provided everyone with a memorable
experience of the diversity of the land and its people.

A few tickets are still available for the BHPS
communal Seder on 18th April at 6.30 pm.
Tickets cost £10 for members and £15 for nonmembers.
BHPS hosted a Fairtrade kiddush after the Shabbat service
on 1st March. BHPS is also contributing towards a recordbreaking line of bunting for the Fairtrade Foundation which
we hope will be shown at the World Trade Organisation talks
in November.

Please contact Sarah Winstone to reserve a place.
Tel home 01273-501604, mobile 07841 488620 or
email sarah.winstone@ntlworld.com.
Details are also available from Chandra at the
synagogue office.
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BHRS

Rabbi Charles Wallach

Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue
Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE Tel: 01273 735343
Email: office@bh-rs.org www.bh-rs.org

Cry “Freedom!”
by Rabbi Charles Wallach

I always recall the first Communal Seder I conducted as a young
rabbi in South Africa. My congregation was a small one so the
Seder was held at a nearby communal hall two streets away. It
was a success and we all went away with a joyous spirit in our
souls. Our caretaker – a black man – had been involved in the
nuts and bolts of the evening and he and I were the last to leave
the premises. I bade him farewell and headed home, having
been assured that he was happy to walk back to his flat at the
synagogue. It was about an hour later when I had a knock
on my door: A young man who also lived in the building was
there. “Aren’t you the Rabbi of the synagogue down the road?
Your caretaker has been arrested and taken to the local police
station!”
This was the bad old days of South Africa, when black people
in the designated “white” areas had to carry a passbook at all

times. What had happened here was that our caretaker had
forgotten his passbook at home, had gone to help set up the
Seder, had stayed on and did not even think he might be found
without that hated passbook when walking home. Naturally
I telephoned the police station but, as it was quite late and
there was nobody to whom I could speak. So it was prior to
commencing the service that Pesach morning I first had to go to
the police station, assure the officials that the gentleman was in
our employ and have him released.
Naturally enough my sermon that morning was somewhat
different to that which I had planned! Indeed, the congregation
sat in dumbfounded silence as I told my tale. In retelling it 36
years later its meaning and message remain clear: we must: (1)
value freedom; (2) recognise our fortune at living in freedom, and
(3) be dutiful at ensuring that the freedoms we enjoy are not the
envy of others but for the preserve of all. Chag same’ach

BULLETIN BOARD – APRIL 2011

Mondays
Exercise to music with Adele, 11.00 am
Wednesdays
JACS. 2.00 pm
Friday 1st
Friday night late Service, 8.00 pm
Saturday 2nd
Rabbi Shiur, 9.00 am
Sunday 3rd
An evening with Polina Shepherd & The Chutzpah Choir, 7.30
pm
Tuesday 5th
Discussion Group, 12.30 pm
Monday 18th
First night Seder
Tuesday 19th
First Day Pesach Service, 10.30 am
Tuesday 19th
Second Night Communal Seder, 6.30 pm
Friday 22nd
Evening Service, 6.30 pm
Saturday 23rd
Shabbat Service, 10.30 am
Sunday 24th
7th Night Pesach, 6.30 pm
Monday 25th
7th Day Pesach, 10.30 am
Advance Notice for May - Sunday 1st
Yom Ha Shoah Service, 6.30 pm

Best wishes for Passover

87 Old Shoreham Road, Hove BN3 7AQ
Tel: 01273 880022
Email: bdsanders1@tiscali.co.uk
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What’s on: April

19

2011

diary@sussexjewishnews.com
Shabbat Shalom – Brighton Times
In				
Fri 1					
Fri 8					
Fri 15				
Fri 22				
Fri 29				

Light Candles
7.14 pm		
7.25 pm		
7.36 pm		
7.48 pm		
7.59 pm		

Out		
Sat 2		
Sat 9		
Sat 16		
Sat 23		
Sat 30		

Havdalah
8.23 pm
8.36 pm
8.49 pm
9.02 pm
9.15 pm

Grodzinki’s challot and
rye bread are available
from Premier Convenience
Stores in Hove Street
every Thursday morning
until supplies run out.
(Not during Pesach.)

Pesach candle lighting times
Mon 18 – Erev 1st day Pesach
Tues 19 – Erev 2nd day		
Sun 24 – Erev 7th day		
Mon 25 – Erev 8th day		
Tue 26				

7.41 pm
after 8.54 pm
7.51 pm
9.05 pm
Holiday ends 9.07 pm

Regular Activities

Events for March

Ralli Hall will be closed from 18-26 April for Pesach. For
activities during Pesach, please contact the organisers
for more information.



Sundays






Shalom Programme on www.radioreverb.com and 97.2 FM
9.00-9.55 am. Repeated Thursdays at 3.00 pm Tel: 01273
5404647.
Radio Reverb theatre programme, ‘Curtain Up’ 97.2 FM 4.00
pm. Repeated on Wednesdays at 7.00 am, Tel: 01273
5404647.
Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am-12.00 noon. Weekly. All levels
welcome. Tel: Leon on 07717 222744

Mondays






The Ethics of our Fathers with Rabbi Efune 11.30-12.30 pm
Chabad House, 15 Upper Drive, Hove. Tel:. 01273 321919
Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm. Contact Reba 01444
410435
Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30-4.30 pm £2.00. Tel Reba
01444 410435 RH
Contemporary Basic Talmud with Rabbi Efune - Men only
8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919
Tanya (Kabbalah) Learning Group with Penina Efune - Ladies
only 8.15 pm at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays





Painting with Rochelle (JAS), 7.00-9.00 pm Weekly Tel:
01273 503708 RH.
Israeli Dancing, 7.45-9.45 pm Tel: Jacky 01273 688538
Weekly RH
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club, 10.30 am-4.30 pm. Weekly
Tel: Suzanne 01273 739999 RH
Art in the studio with Martin 2.00-4.30 pm RH

J:Tots – for parents, toddlers, grandparents and carers - is held monthly
at Ralli Hall.For information regarding the next session, please e-mail
Rachel at jtots@rocketmail.com
or ring 01273 204334.
Friday 1



Hastings & District Jewish Society – for details Tel: 07743 992295
Sunday 3



AJEX AGM – 10.30 am RH
Wednesday 6



JACS – Guest speaker – Sarah Hornsby from Care Link Plus
Sunday 10



Hyman Fine House – Volunteers’ Lunch at RH 12 noon, by invitation only
Monday 11



SARID – Guest Speaker Mark Perry-Nash – In the Footsteps of the
Legions: The Romans in Britain. Donation £1 with light refreshments
10.45 am RH
			
Wednesday 13



JACS – Guest speaker
New Town

– Geoff Mead ‘Burton St Leonards – Regency

Wednesday 27


JACS – Guest Speaker – Cliff Dargonne ‘Climbing Everest’

Wednesdays





Chutzpah Choir (singing in Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew, Aramaic
and other languages) with Polina Shepherd. 7.00-8.45 pm
Tel: Rosalind 01273 541031 RH.
Art in the studio with Martin 2.00-4.30 pm RH
JACS at the AJEX Centre 2.00 pm, Eaton Road, Hove
- £2.00 members/£2.50 non-members. See Events for
details of speakers

Thursdays



Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club, 10.30 am-4.30 pm. Weekly
Tel: Jacqueline 01273 739999 RH
Weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Efune 8.15 pm at Chabad
House. 01273 321919.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
To help ensure the planning of another success,
please co-ordinate your community event with
the Communal Diary
diary@sussexjewishnews.com
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