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3Pause for thought

Without your help we would have no magazine, 
so it goes without saying that we value and 
appreciate all your contributions. We are a very 
small team of volunteers who are proud to work in 
a professional manner on this community asset, 
and we hope to continue to improve the quality of 
our output. One aspect of producing a magazine 
which looks 
good and 
reads well is 
that there is 
much hard 
work and 
planning which is not visible, and indeed should 
not be evident at all. In order to maintain our 
house style and high standards there is checking, 
editing and compiling to do for almost every 
submission, including advertisements. If regular 
pieces continually come in after deadline we 
cannot possibly maintain these standards. 

The submission deadline for the next issue of 
Sussex Jewish News is 08 March and indeed the 

Editorial Board has already begun to put the issue 
together. If your submission is late, we will try to 
include it; however, if it doesn’t get published in 
the next issue, we will hold it for the following 
month’s issue. It may not, alas, be possible to 
publish time-sensitive material which comes in 
late.

You, our readers, can 
help us go from strength 
to strength in several 
ways, for we know that 
you prize your SJN. 

Here’s how: you can volunteer to help edit, 
procure ads and contribute your own articles. 
The more the merrier! But please, please, if you 
do the latter, make it before the deadline for the 
next issue, as printed every month. This is your 
magazine.  Help us help you. 

We wish you all a happy Purim!

A HeARtfelt PleA

sussex jewisH news suBsCRiPtion
Name: ____________________________________________________Date: _________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ Postcode: _________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________ Telephone: _________________________

Subscription (tick one) 
  I would like to receive electronic copies of SJN. £15 p/a   
  I would like to receive printed copies of SJN. £18 p/a.

   I enclose my cheque payable to Sussex Jewish News at PO Box 2178, Hove BN3 3SZ 
     I have made a bank transfer to the Sussex Jewish News at Lloyds Bank, Sort Code 30-98-74, Account No. 00289447       

and I have included my name as a reference to ensure my subscription is noted.

Or you can subscribe online at www.sussexjewishnews.com and pay with PayPal!



SJN brings local news, events, articles, reviews, 
announcements, people, congregations, communitites, 
contacts and more. Delivered at  the start of each month, 
SJN is run entirely by volunteers for reporting, editing and 
circulating each edition that has become the cornerstone of 
the Jewish community across the region.

EDITORIAL BOARD
Doris Levinson / Stephanie Megitt / Ivor Miskin / Brian Megitt  

BADCHAN David Seidel

ADmIN AssIsTANT Gweni Sorokin

COmmuNITy IssuEs Laura Sharpe

COmmuNAL DIARy Angela Goldman   diary@sussexjewishnews.com

COVER ILLusTRATION  Ali Levinson

PRODuCTION/LAyOuT Anand Day 

SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 8 MARCH 2011
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Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:

are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views expressed by writers are •	
not necessarily those of SJN;
accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse any products or •	
services and do not accept liability for any aspect of any advertisements; and
welcome readers’ contributions but reserve the right to edit, cut, decline or •	
submit the content to others for comment.

To ensure that we receive your submissions by email, please send them ONLY to 
editor@sussexjewishnews.com, otherwise we cannot guarantee their consideration 
for publication. To assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word format 
using Times New Roman as a font. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, 
unless specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely of volunteers, 
any response may be subject to delay.

sussex jewish news
Po Box 2178
Hove Bn3 3sZ
telephone:  07906 955 404
e-mail editor@sussexjewishnews.com
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5Your news & views

Mazel tov
 to Irene and Raymond Wise on the birth of their fourth 
grandson, Archie Lewis Wise, a second son for Louise 

and Clive Wise and an adorable brother for Sam.

Thanks for Condolences
June Noah and family would like to thank the Brighton & 

Hove community for demonstrating their warmth and support 
following the loss of our dear Alvin.  In particular, we would 

like to thank Rabbi Silverman, the Helping Hands executive and 
the kind friends who ensured we never went hungry.  We are 

extremely grateful. Thank You.

Births
Mazel tov to:
•  Doreen and Malcolm Lasky, who are thrilled to announce 

the birth of a darling granddaughter, Anya Poppy, born 
January 19th to Louise and Jamie Lasky. 

•  Beryl & Frank Lazarus on the birth of their first grandchild 
Jacob Louis, a beautiful son for Julian & Phillipa. 

•  Gillian & Michael Rich on the birth of Zoe Fay Spanbok, a 
second daughter for Naomi and Gary.

special Birthdays
•  Mazel tov to Maurice Bloch, Wendy Bloom, Janet Cowan, 

Nathan Esterman, Alan Israel , Micheal Korby, Louis 
Shaer,Kumrija Shlomo, Edella Sutcliffe, Arthur Thai, 
Clive Wise, Peter Zelnik and Rachel Zoob, all of who are 
celebrating special birthdays.

engagements
Mazel tov to:
•  Rose Ani on the engagement of her granddaughter in New 

York
•  Katie Lyons on her engagement to Darren Firsht 

Anniverseries
Mazel tov to:
•  Doreen & Bernie Walker on their golden wedding 

anniversary
•  Stanley & Blanche Brickman on their golden wedding 

anniversary

Get well
•  We wish a refuah shelaimah to Julia Benjamin, Rose 

Cannan, Phillip Conway, Bernie Goldberg, Sandra Gross, 
Shirley Lerner, Pam Magrill, Julia Milton, Ivor Miskin, Moss 
Rich, Raynor Samuel, Marilyn Seligman, Beryl  Sharpe, 
Gloria Taylor and Sarah Winstone.

Deaths
We wish long life to:
•  the family of Nick Russell z’l, husband of Vicky and son-in-

law of Sorrel & Tony Bourne
•  the family of Carmela Davies z’l
• the family of Maurice Shalam z”l
• the family of Harry Shepherd z’;l
•  the family of Nancy Sussman z’l
• the family of Rev Chaim Zack z”l

Car parking at Hove station
Please note that the Car Park at Hove Station now charges 
£5.30 for parking at any time of the day or night Monday to 
Saturday.  Sunday parking charges are £1.00 at any time of 
the day or night.

the first recorded Brighton jew
In a directory of 1766-7, Israel Samuel is recorded as trading 
as a silversmith and toy man at 22 East Street, Brighton.

This is the first mention of a Jew locally and thus 2016 will 
be the 250th anniversary of a continuous Jewish presence 
in Brighton (and Hove). Surely such an event is worthy of 
a major celebration by all of our many institutions. The 
contribution of the Jewish community to life and landscape in 
this city has been immense as the recent exhibition by JTrails 
at the Friends Centre aptly demonstrates.

So here’s the challenge. There’s only five years to go, and 
they’ll pass all too quickly. Let’s get started and make 2016 a 
year for us all to remember and of which to be very proud of 
our heritage and achievement.

Godfrey Gould



4 5

issue 206 | MARCH 2011 | www.sussexjewisHnews.CoM

Board of Deputies of 
British jews

we looK foRwARD to seeinG You!
To attend any event or for more information please contact 

Martin Frey on 020 7543 5400.
For the Saturday Night Supper tickets please contact the Sussex Jewish 

Representative Council on 07771 210186.
Booking is essential as soon as possible as numbers are limited.

Please make cheques payable to Board of Deputies of British Jews and 
send to: Administration Department, Board of Deputies, 6 Bloomsbury 

Square, London WC1A 2LP

The Board of Deputies of British Jews has been representing 
Anglo-Jewry since 1760. It is a cross-communal organisation 
with Deputies representing synagogues of all practices and 
Jewish organisations (not just religious ones) across the 
United Kingdom. The Board meets several times a year to 
discuss issues affecting Jewish communities around the 
country.  Meetings are usually held in London; however, 
one meeting per year is held outside London.  It has been 
approximately 15 years since the Board visited our city.  

As the two Deputies in Sussex, we are proud to welcome 
the Board of Deputies to Brighton & Hove during its 250th 
anniversary year on 
25-27 March 2011. We 
hope that many in our 
community will join 
Deputies from around 
the country at various 
events that have been 
planned.

1-24 March – Board History
To celebrate its 250th anniversary, an exhibition of the History 
of the Board of Deputies of British Jews will be at our City’s 
synagogues for a month, before moving to Ralli Hall and Hove 
Town Hall for the Board of Deputies weekend.

friday 25 March
During the day we expect that many Deputies will be arriving 
for the weekend, particularly those coming from long 
distances.

All Deputies will be welcomed at Ralli Hall at 7.15 pm for a 
special Friday night dinner where Godfrey Gould, Chairman 
of the Jewish Historical Society – Sussex Branch, will be 
speaking about the Jews of Brighton. A limited number of 
spaces are available for members of the community wishing 
to join this event. The cost is £35 per person.  

The History of the Board of Deputies exhibition will also be on 
display until Sunday morning when it will move to Hove Town 
Hall for the plenary session.

saturday 26 March - Morning
After Shabbat services at the shuls of their choice, Deputies 
will be returning to Ralli Hall for a Shabbat lunch at 1.00 pm. 

During lunch Professor Eric B Litwack will be giving a talk 
entitled Raoul Wallenberg: Learning from Totalitarianism, and 
will be looking at the question of strengthening democratic 
culture today generally and fighting antisemitism in particular.   
Professor Litwack is a director of a newly-formed charity, 
The Raoul Wallenberg Society, and a lecturer in philosophy 
at the Bader International Study Centre of Queen’s University 
(Canada) at Herstmonceaux Castle in Sussex.

A limited number of spaces is available for members of the 
community wishing to attend Shabbat lunch. The cost is £35 
per person.  

saturday 26 March - evening
The Sussex Jewish Representative Council will be hosting 
a SATURDAY NIGHT SUPPER at Ralli Hall at 8.30pm, to 
formally welcome the Board of Deputies of British Jews to 
Brighton & Hove.  The evening will provide an opportunity 
for our community to meet members of the Board in an 

informal social setting over 
a light supper, with cabaret 
performed by members of our 
own community.
 
Tickets will be £10.00 per 
person – please support your 
Representative Council by 

joining us to give our special guests a warm welcome.

sunday 27 March
The Board of Deputies of British Jews will be holding a 
plenary session in the Council Chamber at Hove Town 
Hall from 11.00 am until approximately 4.00 pm with lunch 
between 1.00 and 2.00 pm.  

Members of the community are welcome to attend the 
plenary session and witness the Board’s activities firsthand.  
There are a limited number of spaces to join Deputies for 
lunch by pre-paid ticket only at a cost of £15 per person.

On Sunday Marcus Roberts of JTrails will be at Hove Town 
Hall to talk about the Brighton & Hove Anglo-Jewish Heritage 
Trail. This will be followed by a walk along our JTrail for all 
interested persons at no charge. 

Sam Barsam is the Deputy for Hove Hebrew Congregation 
and is a member of the Defence Committee of the Board of 
Deputies. David Seidel is the Deputy for the Sussex Jewish 
Representative Council including Brighton & Hove Hebrew 
Congregation, Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue and 
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue.

Board of Deputies returns to Brighton & Hove
by Sam Barsam & David Seidel

it HAs Been APPRoxiMAtelY 15 YeARs sinCe 
tHe BoARD VisiteD ouR CitY.  we HoPe MAnY 
in ouR CoMMunitY will join DePuties At tHe 

VARious eVents.
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worthing & District jewish 
Community 
by Barbara Gordon

Very recently I heard someone say that ‘Worthing wasn’t 
doing anything and was finished.’  I was suitably astonished 
and so I’m here to tell you that ‘reports of our demise are 
greatly exaggerated’.  Of course we’re still here - although 
I must admit that we’ve been a little quiet of late.  This has 
much to do with the weather and, sadly, illness to some of our 
valued committee members.  

So what are we doing?  We were due to have our Chanukah 
party in early December but, along with so many others, 
unfortunately this had to be cancelled owing to the snow.  
Over 45 of our members were coming and had promised 
sumptuous food for our Chavurah meal.  Ian had worked so 
hard and also engaged a tutor and members of Chichester 
College of Music to perform for us.  

But are we down-hearted?  NO.  We intend to have our party 
entitled Chanukah’s Here at Last on Sunday 13th March: 
same venue, time, music etc. and ask our members to raid 
their freezers in search of all the goodies they put in last 
December.  

I would add that the marvelous response we had did not 
come about by accident.  Ian in particular made countless 
telephone calls:  announcements and reminders were sent 
out by email and ordinary mail and we are indebted to our 
priceless Secretary Joy Barnett for all her help and, of course, 
our members for their enthusiasm.

We would like to thank Roger Berlin (in our absence on 
holiday) and Worthing Council for arranging Holocaust 

Memorial Day on 27th January.  Our Jewish Community will 
continue to play our part in this important commemoration.  
Our very best wishes go to Roger’s wife Lilian on her recent 
illness.

We are also organising our Seder to be held on 2nd night 
Tuesday 19th April and a series of coffee mornings at the café 
in Marine Park.

In particular we send our love to Frances Selby and Dorothy 
Rosen – we miss you both on our Committee.

The Worthing & District Jewish Community exists to perform 
a worthwhile function of putting Jewish people in the area in 
touch and running social events so that we can get together 
from time to time.  We constantly receive messages from 
people new to West Sussex and are always delighted to help 
and inform.

So, as you can see, we are very much alive and running and 
continue to offer a warm welcome to visitors to our functions.

Our future functions are:

•  Sunday 13th March – “Chanukah’s Here at Last - £4.50  
(Chavurah supper) 6.45 pm – approx. 10.00 pm at the 
Quaker Meeting House, 34 Mill Road, Worthing

•  Tuesday 19th April – 2nd night Seder - £18.00 6.30 pm at 
the Quaker Meeting House

•  Wednesday 6th April.  Coffee morning @ Marine Park, 
Worthing. 10.45 am

Any enquiries please ring Ian & Barbara Gordon on 01903 
779720 or e-mail barbaraian@talktalk.net.

Ajex
by Judy Gabriel, PRO Brighton & Hove 

Sunday 30 January, a lovely bright but chilly morning, saw 
a sizeable gathering for the Holocaust Memorial service at 
Meadow View Bear Road. There is no set run of service, 

so there is a personal viewpoint from whichever Rabbi is 
Chaplain for Ajex in a particular year, and so Rabbi Charles 
Wallach led us at this poignant and moving event.

The official parade of the Ajex Standard service was carried 
out, as always at the beginning and end, by Standard Bearer 
Michael Phillips with Lt.Commander Jack Rose and Bernard 
Frost as escorts.  This service holds meanings and memories 
for all who attend and is a tribute to all those held dear.
 
On a lighter note, the Music Quiz on 06 February in the Ajex 
Hall at the Reform Synagogue was a very merry event. The 
room was filled with anticipation when Stewart Macintosh, 
our Quiz Master, listed all the sections on a large board for 
everyone’s perusal, to give us a chance to pick a topic on 
which to play our jokers. A joker enables you to score double 
points, so correct selection is paramount. Needless to say 
hardly any team ever gets it right! Alongside the Quiz there 
are the ever important refreshments, and Jennie and her 
team never disappoint We all settled down to soup and a vast 
array of sandwiches, followed by tea,coffee and cake. This 
is always a fun event, and we were fortunate to have with us 
the Mayor of Brighton & Hove, Councillor Geoff Wells with 
Mayoress Lucy Wells and Mace Bearer Robert Robertson, 
who all agreed it was a most enjoyable afternoon. So, 
Stewart, you’ll be busy now preparing the next one ! 
Watch this space. 

the Mayor with Chairman Aubrey Cole
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Visit to jewish Care by Helping 
Hands
by Karen Pettitt, Administrator

We were warmly welcomed to the Maurice & Vivienne 
Wohl Campus in Golders Green by Sonia Douek, head of 
volunteering and community development at Jewish Care.

After a chat with Sonia, we met Naomi, who runs the Jewish 
Care Direct phone helplines. Our aim was to make Jewish 
Care aware of Helping Hands and what we can offer to their 
clients.

Sarah outlined the services offered by Helping Hands 
including befriending, accompanying on hospital visits, 
shopping, DIY etc. The Helping Hands bus was purchased 
by fundraising and is now an essential part of the community. 
Helping Hands also organizes the monthly teas, so enjoyed 
by the elderly; our recent Mitzvah Day was so successful that 
we received an award from the Jewish Chronicle. And the 
Pub Quiz too was a great success, both as a fundraiser and a 
community event.   

Some of the Jewish community in the Brighton & Hove area 
are not affiliated to a synagogue, but when they need help 
they may go back to their roots and contact Jewish care for 
advice and support.

Naomi was very impressed by the range of work done by 
Helping Hands, especially since it is run solely by volunteers, 
and told us that Helping Hands could be a really useful 
resource once it was better known within Jewish Care.

After a lovely lunch with Sonia & Jo Masters in the Michael 
Sobell Commumity Centre, they took us on a tour of the 
campus.  The Community Centre has a café and restaurant, 
a synagogue and offers a wide range of social and physical 
activities. Plus a hairdressing salon and wellbeing salon!

The Otto Schiff care home offers specialist, personal and 
nursing care for people with dementia. Bedrooms are 
clustered in groups of 12 and each group has its own main 
lounge, kitchen, dining room and quiet lounge. There are 54 
bedrooms, with six dedicated to respite care.  Selig Court 
has 45 independent living apartments. There is a Kosher 
restaurant serving an evening meal and the tenants have 
access to communal facilities, plus 24 hour on-site support 
team.
We were then taken around the offices, including the KC 
Shasha Centre for Talking News & Books, which produces 
an edited audio version of the Jewish Chronicle and offers 
a library of over 1300 books on CD.  We felt that this would 
be of benefit to our clients and that perhaps Sussex Jewish 
News could be made available in this way.  

During our visit we were introduced to Debbie Fox, a trustee 
with responsibility for Care Homes and to Jamie, a manager 
in the Youth & Community department. 

It was a very worthwhile visit and we were all overwhelmed by 
the campus and by the different facilities available, all on one 
site. The attention to detail and quality was amazing!

Ralli Hall
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman

To date, the upgrade of the ladies toilets is progressing well, 
and I am sure that you will be more than a little pleased with 
the finished product. Six double windows have now all been 
replaced to an excellent standard, and I am happy to advise 
that we do have enough funds to complete the scheme to 
refurbish the gents toilets, without further delay. Finances 
have been helped by our caretaker, Martyn Coblenz, carrying 
out the decorating himself. He is a dab-hand at this, but 
please accept our apologies for his having to curtail the day-
to-day cleaning temporarily. Martyn is also busy decorating 
the servery & the entrance lobby, giving them a fresh look.

We have now found a suitable successor to our Alternative 
Therapy Practitioner.  Sarah is now fully ensconced in the two 
smartly redecorated rooms at the rear of the stage, which 
would otherwise be little used. I understand that she is an 
expert in acupuncture and also lectures on this practice. If 
you would like to avail yourselves of Sarah’s services, please 
speak to Norina, who will put you in touch with her.

The interview process for prospective candidates for the new 
part-time co-ordinator for the Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club 
is ongoing, and so I hope to be able to announce Suzanne 
Collins’ successor in the next edition of SJN.

You may recollect that some time ago we regularly hosted 
weekends at Ralli Hall for orthodox Jewish youth groups. 
I am pleased to advise that we have just booked such a 
weekend, with a likely second booking soon thereafter. These 
were rather special and an excellent use of our quite unique 
facilities.

My family all thoroughly enjoyed the recent excellent 
Lubavitch Celebratory Dinner at Ralli Hall, as well as the 
special ceremony for the completion of the Scroll of the Law, 
presented to Rabbi Efune for his fiftieth birthday.

Our next Management Committee Meeting takes place in 
March, when, among other matters, we will be deciding on 
the date of the 2011 Annual General Meeting, most likely in 
May. 

See you at Ralli Hall!

MARTIN GROSS
Funeral Director and 
Funeral Consultant 

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771 
07540 066566

HELPING HANDS 
We invite you to check out our new website:  
www.helping-hands.org
Telephone: (01273) 747722 Email: helping-hands@ntlworld.com
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Brighton jlGB takes part in 
banner competition
by Diane Style

Members of the recently formed Brighton JLGB (Jewish Lads 
and Girls Brigade) took part in their first ever JLGB Banner 
Competition, held at Haberdashers Aske’s school in Elstree, 
Herts. 

The Brighton JLGB team consisted of Kimberley Style, 
Rose Paterson, Danielle Phillips, Charlotte Seligman, Rachel 
Seligman, Oren Shaer, Saul Rowland, Henri Ben Ezra, Robert 
Burgh and Marcus Dollow. They joined 8 other units from 
Borehamwood, Bushey, Edgware, Hendon, Ilford, Kingston, 
Radlett, Redbridge and Woodford.

The JLGB Banner Competition comprises four sections: 
sport, drill, inspection and Brigade and General Knowledge. 
Each section earns points towards a final score and the 
overall winners are awarded the Challenge Cup and the 
Edward Greenbury Memorial Banner. The winners meet 
the winners of the Walton Trophy, held for members of 
Birmingham, Cardiff, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester 
and Newcastle.   The two winning companies then go on to 
compete for the prestigious Ancil Trophy, awarded to the best 
unit in JLGB.
Brighton Company did extremely well in sport, having only 
been introduced to the game of handball two weeks ago. 

There was huge excitement when 
they found out they had won one of 
their matches 12-4.  Then came the 
inspection which went extremely 
well.  They all looked very smart in 
their uniforms. 

The groups’ biggest challenge was 
the drill section. Brighton executed 
their routine perfectly, having been 
excellently tutored by BSM Carly 
Szasz and PSM Felice Cartz. An 
officer from the British Army had 
been invited to mark the children 
in their drill and they certainly did 
themselves (and us) proud. The 
final section, Brigade and General 
Knowledge quiz, also went very 
well. 

The afternoon finished with Final Parade. Brighton JLGB 
proudly marched into the hall parading their unit standard, 
which had been in storage since Brighton JLGB closed some 
years ago.  Following a hugely exciting day and extremely 
fierce competition, Redbridge were crowned the worthy 
winners. Other awards were presented and one of the 
members from our unit, L/Sgt Marcus Dollow, was delighted 
to be called up to receive his Jack Petchey Achievement 
Award as an Outstanding Achiever. Marcus also received a 
cup during JLGB National Senior Summer Camp last year, his 
first JLGB Camp, as well as promotion to Lance Sergeant last 
October. 

All participants, especially those from Brighton, thoroughly 
enjoyed their day at the Banner and can’t wait to take part 
next year. The JLGB Commandant, Jill Atfield, spoke briefly 
and said she was delighted to see so many young people 
representing our town. Brighton is now on half term, returning 
on Sunday, 27th February with a packed programme. The first 
session concentrates on making costumes from re-cycled 
materials. Future sessions include Film Making, ‘Go Ape’ and 
a Treasure Hunt around Brighton.

For further details about JLGB, please go to wwwjlgb.org.  
For Brighton JLGB, please call Diane Style:  07963 552920 or 
Alison Dollow:  07951 499215 or go to www.jlgb.org/brighton.

eastbourne Hebrew 
Congregation
by Stephanie Megitt

A winter barbecue lunch was held at the home of Dan and 
Melanie Liebenberg to raise funds for the shul building 
repairs. The event was very well attended and guests 
were treated to delicious meats cooked on a most unusual 
industrial-sized indoor barbecue, South African style. The 
hospitality of the family and the bonus of the opportunity to 
hear the piano playing of the three children, including Lazar 
Liebenberg with his own piano composition, made for a lovely 
January treat. 

Chairman Ronnie Taylor gave a warm vote of thanks. The sum 
of £300 was raised.

A farewell from eastbourne 
Hebrew Congregation
by Stella Harris

On Saturday 15 January 2011, we sadly said au revoir to 
Tzachi and Nichole Mizrachi and daughters, who are returning 
to live in Israel.

Although we enjoyed Tzachi’s service at Susans Road, 
Eastbourne, it was with heavy hearts, for we knew we 
probably would not hear his lovely singing voice again. We 
shall miss his enthusiastic rendering and explanations of our 
prayers. A delightful service was followed by a sumptuous 
Kiddush provided by Linda, Stella and Diane.

We wish the Mizrachi family the best of luck in the future and 
hope we will see them on a visit to Eastbourne soon.



8 9

issue 206 | MARCH 2011 | www.sussexjewisHnews.CoM

Community life

sussex jewish Representative 
Council
The meeting on 2 February at Ralli Hall jointly chaired by 
Debra Goodman and Jessica Rosenthal was well attended. 
The following is an extract of the minutes of the meeting. 

Detective Inspector Neville Kemp and Sergeant Peter 
Castleton were in attendance to discuss community relations 
with Sussex Police.  It was reassuring to hear that hate/
anti-Semitic crimes were still reassuringly low in Sussex and 
despite planned budget cuts, DI Kemp was confident that 
front line services would be maintained.   

Sussex Day Limmud is taking place at the University of 
Sussex on 22 May. A wide- ranging adult and children/youth 
programme is being planned and ticket sales would open on 
2 March.  

A children’s party with an Israeli theme is planned for Yom 
Ha’atzmaut on 10 May. Parents and other adults welcome. 

A number of poignant events took place during the week 
surrounding 27 January for National Holocaust Memorial 
Day which events were put together by Brighton & Hove City 
Council and the University of Sussex.

It was disappointing that so few people from the local Jewish 
community had taken part and it was hoped that in future 
better support should be organized.  There were also HMD 
events in Eastbourne, Hastings and Worthing.

The SJRC Chair Team are preparing a website for the Council, 
which in no way duplicates any of the excellent existing web-
sites serving the local community.

The SJRC website and a new SJRC telephone will be a 
central point of contact with the Council and will provide 
a portal to all member organizations and access to people 
outside of the area to information about Jewish life in Sussex. 
The website should go live by the end of March 2011.

It is most important that anyone organizing a function should 
contact the Communal Diary before deciding on a function 
date to avoid any future clashes. Then they must notify 
the Diary of the date when it has been fixed, so that other 
organizers can avoid it.

Synagogues will also be asked to notify the Diary of any 
private functions that could affect attendance at other events, 
although details of these private functions would, of course, 
not be made public.

A full copy of the report can be obtained from 
the Representative Council by e-mailing info@
sussexjewishrepresentativecouncil.org

Helping Hands  
During the snow towards the end of 
last year, however beautiful it looked, 
it really wasn’t so good for those of 
us that had to get out and about. At 
this time our volunteers were phoning 
our clients, asking if they needed any shopping, or if they 
needed to be taken to appointments etc. This was much 
appreciated by all and we would like to thank our volunteers 
who were able to help us.  

However, the problems caused by the bad weather, made 
it difficult, if not impossible, for volunteers to visit clients in 
different parts of the city, so we had to rely on volunteers who 
were in walking distance to get to clients who needed help.  

We have therefore come up with a new project called ‘HH 
Neighbourhood Care’ which is in its planning stage.  The 
idea is to have a volunteer phone contact, who would be 
responsible for a number of clients in a certain area, not 
necessarily the area in which they live.

We would use our existing phone volunteers to start with, and 
phone calls could be made every week or two (maybe more in 
very bad weather).

If a client needs anything, the phone contact would ask a 
volunteer in the client’s neighbourhood, to call and help where 
necessary. Volunteers and clients could be matched by post-
code, in this way; the address of the volunteer would not be 
made known to the client.  

We are very keen to hear your feedback as it will help us to 
develop the project further.

Please call us on 747722 or email us on helping-hands@
helping-hands.org 

Our next Tea will be on Sunday 27 March at the AJEX Centre. 
Regular guests will be notified, but if you haven’t been before, 
give us a call and we’ll be pleased to put you on the list.

Sussex Jewish Representative Council

YOM HA’ATZMAUT 
CHILDREN’S PARTY
To celebrate Israel’s 63rd Birthday!

Tuesday 10th May 2011
AJEX Hall, Eaton Road, Hove

4.00 – 6.00 pm
Children’s entertainment followed by supper

To reserve your place, contact Tessa Bass 01273 558884 or 
07962 870642 by 30th April 2011

Donation £2.00 per child
Tea/coffee/cakes for sale
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jsoc update
by Ellen Segalov

Since returning to Brighton five weeks ago Brighton 
and Sussex JSoc has been filled with opportunities 
and activities for the Jewish Students of the South. We 
have continued to have our fortnightly Shabbat dinners 
together in Ralli Hall and many of us have enjoyed 
spending the alternate weeks at the home of our lovely 
chaplains Avi and Debby and their family. Our weekly 
soul food sessions have also continued to be thought-
provoking and inspiring, all of this helped along of 
course by the delicious home cooked-food that comes 
with it. This month we also had the chance to prepare 
our own food, as we were guided through a sushi 
making and, more importantly, sushi eating evening. 

This term we also celebrated Tu B’Shevat with an 
urban gardening project. We put together flower beds 
and made pots that we hope to move to the new Hillel 
Centre’s garden in the near future. We also started work 
on a mosaic to be put in the centre. 

Back on campus this term saw the annual 
Remembrance Day programme put on by the centre 
for German-Jewish Studies. The theme this year 
was ‘Holocaust Remembrance in the 21st century: 
Listening to Untold Stories’ and a lot of us students 
were privileged to hear the speakers and also watch a 
film about the life of Tomi Reichenthal, who was there in 
person.

Coming up in the next few weeks we are all off to 
Bournemouth for the UJS Southern weekend away. 
Those of us who went last year are looking forward 
to reliving the fun to be had and we have a lot of new 
members who will be experiencing this for the first time. 

JSOC will also be continuing the link that was started at 
Mitzvah Day with Helping Hands: a group of us will be 
coming to the next AJEX tea party, something we hope 
will become a permanent part of our calendar. 

On top of all this the main excitement on everyone’s 
mind is the opening of the Brighton Hillel Centre in the 
next few weeks. We already have lots of big plans for 
the Centre and can’t wait until we have somewhere to 
base ourselves and to continue growing as a Society.   

Malcolm Green Catering
The selection of your menu is an important part in 
the planning of your Simcha. For that reason our 

Chefs continue to create exciting and tasty menus to 
meet your every need. We can tailor a menu to fit your 
specific requirements and help create the function you 
are proud of. Let us introduce you to a cuisine that has 

made us one of Israel’s leading Caterers.

Plus summer holidays in Italy, Ireland and 
weddings throughout the world. 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST

Contact Rachel on 01273 726495  
or Malcolm on koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk 

www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN

COFFEE MORNING & 
BEAUTY BAR

In aid of the restoration of the dormitories at Yemin orde 
which were originally funded by Brighton & Hove 50 years 

ago and recently destroyed by fire

Wednesday, 16th March 2011 at 11.00 am
1 Park Avenue, Hove

Raffle
Donation £3.00
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jewish Historical society - sussex Branch       
by Godfrey Gould, Chairman 

The first meeting of 2011 was held on 25 January when the 
best attended audience this session heard Sam Barsam 
speak on The Enlightenment. Sam started by reference 
to secular philosophers such as Voltaire, Descartes and 
Rousseau and their influence on early modern thought 
in general, before dealing with the impact on Jewish 
practice with consideration of such writers as Spinoza 
and Mendelssohn. Later Sam brought the topic right up 
to date with current changes and developments in Jewish 
thought and practice. Sam’s address was an intellectual 
and comprehensive study which bore all the hall marks of 

significant and detailed research which were well received by 
the many members and visitors present. It is certainly worthy 
of publication for more detailed study.

The final two meetings will be held on 29 March and 3 
May. At the first we will welcome Marcus Roberts, Director, 
National Anglo-Jewish Heritage Trails, who will speak on The 
Jews of the Lake District, and at the second by Professor 
Miri Rubin of Queen Mary, University of London, whom 
many will remember from her inspiring address to our 2009 
Limmud. After our very brief AGM (five minutes!), she will talk 
about “Church and Synagogue - from Sisters to Enemies in 
Medieval Europe”. Sure to be brilliant. All are invited - come 
along. You will not be disappointed!

Carola Grindea (1914-2009): 
an appreciation       
by Susan Conway 

I first met Carola in my capacity as solicitor.  Rabbi Wallach 
had informed me that her sister was dying in one hospital and 
her brother-in-law Arnold Daghani was gravely ill in another: 
both needed wills. Sadly, Carola’s sister died within twenty-
four hours of my professional visits, and Arnold, the famous 
holocaust survivor and painter, died shortly thereafter. It 
was Carola who had brought Arnold’s work to the public’s 
attention. She ensured that the remainder of his art collection 
would remain intact. His work is now in an archive at Sussex 
University.

Carola and I became friends, leading to my being instrumental 
in the drafting of the charity trust of the International Society 
for the Study of Stress in Performance, which became one of 
her lasting legacies to the world of music. She also founded 
the European Piano Teachers’ Association in 1978, which 
enhanced the status of piano teachers throughout Europe.

On the 17th October 2010, at the Guildhall School of Music, 
where she had been a professor of piano, I was privileged to 
join the family and a full concert hall of friends and students, 
for a celebration of her life. Hostess Nadia Lasserson, her 
daughter, wore a dress which, when young, Carola had made 
from old velvet curtains for a first piano recital.

Following a musical introduction by some of Carola’s 
grandchildren, the occasion took the form of moving and 
interesting “vignettes in music and speech” from many of 
the people whose lives had been enriched by Carola The 
president of EPTA Norway had flown in especially to pay 
tribute to Carola. The Norwegians were the first EPTA group 
to be formed outside of England.  Claire Bloom, the actress,  
praised  Carola’s teaching, and told of her family friendship 
spanning many years.

Stories were told of her arrival with very little in England with 

her husband Miron 
and their early lives 
as intellectuals 
in London. Their 
wonderful open 
house was spoken 
of by many. Old 
film was shown 
of Myra Hess 
and Carola giving 
recitals at the 
National Gallery 
throughout the war.  
Myra had intended 
to cease playing 
during the war, 
but the concerts 
continued largely 
due to Carola’s 
determination.

One lady, now aged 95, had come from Rumania to explain 
how she played for Carola when young, and enjoyed a 
musical career, thanks to Carola arranging a scholarship for 
her in the UK. Carola loved to help poor young artists from 
her native Rumania: many came to tell stories of her giving 
them a good start in their careers.

One violinist told of the scholarship offered to him at The 
Guildhall School of Music. He had arrived, almost penniless, 
at Victoria Station with little English and no one to meet him. 
He waited for coins to be left in the public coin box with 
which to phone Carola.  She collected him and then provided 
him with a home for several months.  Many former students 
told of similar generous hospitality.

She and her late husband Miron were famous for their parties 
and intellectual soirees.  Miron left his legacy in the famous 
magazine ADAM.  Carola left hers with her many students, 
friends, and her beloved ISTIP and EPTA. 

I feel privileged to have known this tiny lady of enormous 
determination and strength of character, whose memory will 
live on. 
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Carola Grindea was a pianist, 
teacher and therapist
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untold stories:  HMD 2011      
by Stephanie Megitt 

I attended this event put on by the Centre for German-
Jewish Studies and sponsored by the Association of Jewish 
Refugees.  The lecture theatre was almost full to capacity with 
survivors, members of the community and many students.

Several prominent citizens, including Gordon Greenfield, 
the director of the AJR, gave fine introductory speeches 
stressing in different ways the need for accurate Holocaust 
remembrance. Most impressive among these was Cameron 
Tait, President of the Student Union: I am sure his name will 
be one to watch in the future.

We were then treated to a riveting lecture by Professor 
Eaglestone, whose field is contemporary literature and 
thought. His arguments against ‘kitsch’ storytelling and 
turning the Holocaust into fable were well made and backed 
up with evidence. He referred both to specific novels and 
films, and demonstrated both the good done by faithfully 
recorded accounts, and the harm done by false ones such 
as “The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas”, which contain glaringly 
inaccurate scenarios. 

We were then privileged to hear personal testimony from Tomi 
Reichenthal, a survivor. He had not talked to anyone for nearly 
60 years about his horrific experiences in 1944 as a Slovakian 
Jewish boy of nine. Although, miraculously, his immediate 
family survived, Tomi lost his childhood and his way of life. 
Many of his close family members were murdered. The 
outstanding film about his life story, Till the Tenth Generation, 
was shown. It is a seamless blend of re-enactment, actual 
wartime footage and film of Tomi recently returning to his 
childhood home in Slovakia and the camps, for the first time 
since the war. It succeeds in telling the wider story of the 
atrocities committed by the Nazis through this particular one. 
The story is inspiring: he went on to settle in Dublin, have a 
successful career in engineering and after marrying a Jewish 
girl, to have a family of his own. 

A question and answer session with Tomi and Irish film 
makers Gerry Gregg and Oliver Donohoe followed. The 
striking aspect of it all for me was that he displayed no 
bitterness.

It is strange to say that one enjoyed a day like that, but I 
did find it uplifting, probably because of the evidence of the 
power and strength of the human spirit on display. The work 
undertaken in schools by Tomi Reichenthal and others like 
him is priceless. It cannot be stressed enough how difficult it 
is for them to revisit the horror they suffered – the fact that so 
many survivors never spoke about it afterwards at all speaks 
volumes. 

As a Jewish person born only a few years after the end 
of World War II, one feels that one has seen and heard it 
all. Although I didn’t expect to learn anything new about 
the Holocaust, I was struck, not for the first time, by the 
uniqueness of this and every victim’s story. The message 
was loud and clear: not only must we remember and educate 
successive generations to an awareness of this history, but 
do so with accuracy, so that it does not happen again. And 
the important question was posed: how will we do this when 
there are no Holocaust survivors left?

films for the rest of this year      
by the Sussex Jewish Film Club 

Don’t forget to come to our screening of the American film 
Crossing Delancey (97 mins) starring Amy Irving, on Sunday 
6th March at Ralli Hall. Refer to the February issue of SJN for 
further details of this much loved ‘feel good’ movie.  As usual 
it’s 7.00 pm for hot or cold drinks, with the film starting at 
7.30 pm.

Dates and films for the rest of 2011 are as follows:

•   10 April: Oedipus Wrecks (USA, short Woody Allen film, 
37 mins) together with Barmitzvah Boy (UK, Jack 
Rosenthal, 75 mins)

•   15 May: The Band’s Visit (Israel, 87 mins)

•   26 June: The Schwarz Dynasty (Israel, 
104 mins)

•   31 July: Bonjour Monsieur Schlomi 
(Israel, 94 mins)

•   18 September: Leon the Pig Farmer 
(UK, 99 mins)

•   30 October: Waltz with Bashir (Israel, 
90 mins)

•   18 December: The Jazz Singer (USA, 110 mins)

It’s £27 per year to join the Club (Brighton & Hove Jewish 
Centre), which works out at only £3 per evening (free to 
full-time students). Occasional guests are welcome for 1 or 
2 screenings on the basis of a donation. We hope to see you 
there!

Centre for German-Jewish 
Studies, University of Sussex 

Tuesday 29 March 2011, 14:00-15:00
Panel on ‘Jewish Enlightenment’ for the Conference of the British 

Society for the History of Philosophy 

Organised by Prof. Christian Wiese and hosted by the Centre 
for Intellectual History and the Philosophy Department at the 

University of Sussex. 

Speakers will include Prof Shmuel Feiner (Bar Ilan University), 
Dr Andrea Schatz (Kings College) and Prof Christian Wiese 

(Frankfurt).

For details check website 
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/cgjs/1-1.php
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limmud:  “it’s usually more satisfying to be a driver than a passenger”
Gordon Kay, co-chair of Sussex Day Limmud 2011, 
interviews Clive Lawton, co-founder of Limmud.

GK:  With Limmuds now happening around the world, why do 
you think it has been so successful?

CL:  The wonderful thing about Limmud is that it liberates 
energy. It says to people ‘Make it happen. Don’t judge. Don’t 
divide. Just bring everything you can think of that might be 
Jewish into one space and let people explore’. Limmud is 
also optimistic - about Jews, about the future, about how 
brilliantly Jewish stuff works when you just give people 
access to it without guarding the entrance.

GK:  There always seems to be a positive buzz at Limmud 
events. Why do you think this is?

CL:  Limmud capitalises on people’s energy. The can-do 
atmosphere of Limmud, where everyone is a participant, not 
just a consumer, means that people feel more involved - and 
therefore more energised -, than in many Jewish contexts 
where you just go along to hear stuff or be told what to do. 

GK:  There is much discussion on Jewish education as a way 
of countering assimilation.  What do you think Limmud can 
contribute to this?

CL:  I’d rather talk about learning than education, since 
learning is what we do. Education is what is done to us. At 
Limmud events, the only thing we ask is that people should 
learn and we define Jewish learning as widely as is humanly 
possible. 

Limmud isn’t telling anyone what they must do with their 
learning. Does it intensify this person’s Jewish practice? 
Great! Does it confirm that Jewish practice is not for them? 
Well, people make their own choices, but at least this choice 
is a more informed one.

Actually, most of the evidence suggests that Limmud results 
in people being more Jewishly involved. Some people get 
angry when they find out from Limmud that there is so much 
vibrancy in the Jewish world out there but they can’t find it 
in their own community. Some will use that anger to demand 
and organise greater activity, and others will use that same 
anger to justify dropping away from their community because 
it isn’t providing what they want.

Assimilation is one symptom of the real problem, which is that 
many Jews are not finding Jewish stuff interesting, engaging 
and exciting enough for them to live their lives in such a way 
that being Jewish makes a difference to them and makes 
them make Jewish choices in their lives.

GK:  Limmud is largely volunteer-led, what impact does this 
have?

CL:  This is one of the features that has caught the 
imagination of Jews all around the world. Volunteer power in 
Limmud means that volunteers not only do stuff but make all 
the key decisions. This really is people power. It’s extremely 
rare - which is why it becomes so exciting when people finally 
get that Limmud is absolutely serious about empowerment. 
It’s not just a recruiting strategy.

GK:  This is the fourth Limmud to be held in Sussex, what do 
you think this says about the community?

CL:  It says several things. Firstly, that quite rightly, Sussex 
is a key Jewish population in the UK. Local people have 
decided that it’s only right that Sussex Jews should have their 
own Limmud. 

Secondly, that there is a band of enthusiasts who are not only 
going to dream of Jewish stuff in Sussex but they’re actually 
going to make it happen. 

Thirdly, it tells us that it’s possible in Sussex for Jews of every 
stripe and none to get together, celebrate and develop their 
Jewish learning under one roof with warm mutual respect 
despite their sometimes deeply held differences, offering a 
model of an ideal Jewish world on your own doorstep.

Finally Sussex Jews aren’t stupid! When such a thing 
happens in Sussex hundreds turn up in their droves because 
they know a good thing when they see one. After all, it’s 
virtually unimaginable that a worldwide phenomenon, 
(Limmuds are happening in every continent), would come to 
your own locality and you wouldn’t want to see for yourself 
what all the fuss is about.

Of course, readers of this article will make sure they’re there 
on May 22nd. Naturally you won’t want to miss it. But a 
moment’s thought will show you that you’d enjoy it even 
more if you actually got involved in making it happen. I have 
no doubt that the organising team will be happy to receive 
you. Limmud teaches Jews worldwide that it’s usually more 
satisfying to be 
a driver than a 
passenger. It’s 
no different in 
Sussex!

See you in May.

Culture

Sussex Day Limmud is on 22 May. Tickets go on sale 
from March 2, check the back page and inserted flyer 

for more details.
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BHRs
Rabbi Charles wallach
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE    Tel: 01273 735343 Email: office@bh-rs.org www.bh-rs.org

Clowning around with Purim
by Rabbi Charles wallach

The month of Adar means just one thing: Purim! 
Though, it has to be said, its popularity was probably 
something that grew on Judaism. For example, in the 
time of the Maccabees, it was probably not celebrated. 
Its customs seem to have developed over time. Today 
we readily recognise the reading of the Megillah, the 
fancy dress parade, the eating of hamantaschen and 
the Purim play.

The latter seems to have developed in the Middle Ages, 
perhaps influenced by the Christian passion plays, but 
quite different of course. The first known text has been 
dated 1697, in Germany, and actually in the keeping of 
a Christian.  Indeed, in the eighteenth century, these 
plays were performed not just amongst Jews, but were 
shown to mixed audiences. Indeed, some people got 
so excited that, in at least one instant, the police had to 
be called to keep the peace! 

In time the badchan, or clown, became synonymous 
with Purim, alongside the main characters of Esther, 
Mordechai and Haman. This was merged with the idea 
of the ‘fool’ that became part of the Yiddish theatre, 
which so dominated the life of Eastern European Jewry. 
This was then extended to the immigrant communities 
here and in the new world. Purim thus became a time 
of jolliment for young and old alike. 

Amongst the adults, parodying the community and the 
wider society became the thing; whilst for the children, 
the merriment of dressing up and song and dance 
became the thing.

So, enough of the analysing – on with the show: Purim 
chag sameach to one and all!

Bulletin Board for March 2011 

Mondays   Exercise to music with Adele, 11.00 am

Wednesdays JACS, 2.00 pm

Saturday 5th  Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am 

Sunday 13th  Members Tea, 2.30 pm featuring 
Jonathan Elvey:  A Life in Music

Saturday 19th  Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am

Sunday 20th Service & Megilla Reading, 10.00 am 
   includes Purim Schpiel and  Fancy  
  Dress Parade

Tuesday 22nd Cooking Demonstration with Denise 
  Phillips, 2.30 pm

Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
Ladies Guild

“NEW IDEAS FOR 
PESACH”

with
DENISE PHILLIPS

The well known cookery 
writer

Tuesday 22nd March 2011 2.30pm Ajex Hall, Eaton Road, Hove

It’s getting towards the time of year when we all start to think, Pesach: 
“what shall I cook?”

Come and explore new possibilities in an exclusive cookery 
demonstration by DENISE PHILLIPS.

Denise will be revealing some of her creative recipes and ideas, and you 
will be able to see how it’s done.They say “the proof of the pudding is in 

the eating” SO COME AND TASTE.
Denise will be happy to answer your cookery questions and queries.

Tickets available from the office 01273 735343
£7.50 donation

PLEASE BOOK EARLY AS WE NEED TO ENSURE A GOOD 
ATTENDANCE TO COVER COSTS.

JONATHAN ELVEY – A LIFE 
IN MUSIC 

Join us for afternoon tea on Sunday, 13 March 2011 
at AJEX Centre

Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
(Eaton Road entrance), 2.30-4.30 pm

Flying in from Athens semi-professional jazz pianist Jon 
will be talking about his life with musical excerpts.  
Gweni Sorokin will be performing Yiddish songs.

Tickets in advance from the Shul Office 01273 735343

(Donation £3.00)
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A Brief Purim Guide
By Rabbi Hershel Rader

Details of our communal Purim celebrations are listed in the 
Services and Special Events on this page.  We hope you will 
join us and we look forward to welcoming you.

We are all familiar with the story of Mordechai and Esther 
and the miraculous deliverance of the Jews from their 
oppressors. This potentially tragic episode in Jewish history 
has given us one of our most joyous festivals – Purim. Below 
is a brief description of the personal Purim observances we 
should keep.

Listen to the Megillah:  To relive the miraculous events 
of Purim, listen to the reading of the Megillah (the Scroll of 
Esther) twice - once on Purim eve (Saturday 19 March) and 
again on Purim day (Sunday 20 March). 

Give to the Needy:  Concern for the needy is a year-
round responsibility; but on Purim it is a special mitzvah 
to remember the poor. Give charity to at least two, (but 
preferably more) needy individuals on Purim.

Send Gifts of Food to Friends:  To emphasise the 
importance of Jewish unity and friendship, send gifts of food 
to one or more friends. Gifts should include at least two 
kinds of ready-to-eat foods (e.g., pastry, fruit, drink). 

Eat, Drink and be Merry:  Celebrate with a special festive 
meal on Purim Day, at which family and friends gather 
together to rejoice in the Purim spirit. 

Recite Al Hanissim:  The prayer Al Hanissim is inserted into 
the Amidah prayer and Grace After Meals.

BHHC
Rabbi Hershel Rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855    Email: office@bhhc-shul.org   www.webjam.com/bhhc10

services and special events – 
March 2011

Shacharit 
shacharit services are held in the Bais Hamidrash in conjunction with 
Hove Hebrew Congregation on mondays and Thursdays at 7.30 am 
and on sundays at 8.30 am, except for Rosh Chodesh Adar II when 
services will be held on sunday 6 march at 8.15am and on monday 
7 march at 7.15am. On shabbat, shacharit begins in the shul at 9.15 
am.

4/5  March:  Shabbat Parshat Pikudei – Shekalim
On Friday 4 march, mincha and Kabbalat shabbat begin at 5.28 pm.
On the morning of saturday 5 march services will be followed by 
Bumper Buffet Lunch.  There is no charge and all welcome.  Our Torah 
readings will be Pikudei (Exodus 38:21- 40:38) and shekalim (Exodus 
30:11-16).
The Rabbi’s shiur begins at 4.45 pm and will be followed by mincha, 
seudah and maariv at 5.15 pm.

11/12  March:  Shabbat Vayikra
On Friday 11 march, mincha and Kabbalat shabbat begin at 5.40 pm.
On the morning of saturday 12 march, services will be followed by 
Kiddush.  Our Torah Reading will be Vayikra (Leviticus 1:1 – 5:26). 
The Rabbi’s shiur begins at 5.00 pm and will be followed by mincha, 
seudah and maariv at 5.30 pm.

18/19  March:  Shabbat Tzav - Zachor
On Friday 18 march, mincha and Kabbalat shabbat begin at 5.52 pm.
On the morning of saturday 19 march services will be followed by 
Kiddush.  Our Torah readings will be Tzav (Leviticus 6:1 – 8:36) and 
Zachor (Deut. 25:17-19). The Rabbi’s shiur begins at 5.10 pm and will 
be followed by mincha, seudah and maariv at 5.40 pm.

19/20 March:  Purim
We are delighted to be celebrating Purim together with Hove Hebrew 
Congregation at the West Hove synagogue on the following dates and 
times:
•  Saturday 19 March at 7.10 pm:  Maariv service followed by the first 

megillah reading and refreshments.
•  Sunday 20 March at 9.45 am to noon:  second communal Megillah 

reading followed by a Purim shpiel, gifts and refreshments in the 
mark Luck Hall.  Everyone (children and adults) are requested to 
please come in fancy dress.

26/27 March:  Shabbat Parshat Shemini – Parah
We are delighted to be welcoming members of the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews who will spending the weekend in Brighton & Hove. 
On Friday 26 march, mincha & Kabbalat shabbat will begin at 6.03 
pm
On the morning of saturday 27 march services will be followed by 
Kiddush.  Our Torah Readings will be shemini (Leviticus 9:1 – 11:47) 
and Parah (Numbers 19:1-22).
The Rabbi’s shiur begins at 5.20 pm and will be followed by mincha, 
seudah and maariv at 5.50 pm.

Yahrzeit / Kaddish
If someone has yahrtzeit or is saying Kaddish and would like a minyan 
to be organised, please contact Rabbi Rader on 0777 565 3897 or 
rabbibhhc@gmail.com. 

Purim Teach-In for Adults
6th March in the Mark Luck Hall at 11.20am

Join Rabbi Rader for an investigation of the 
Purim story and the origins of our Purim 

traditions. 

All Welcome – No Charge.

Communal Seder
We will be holding a Communal Seder in the 
Mark Luck Hall on the first night of Pesach 

Monday 18th April. 

Adults £25, Children £10. 

For more details or to book a place please 
contact the Shul Office  on 01273 888 855 or 

office@bhhc-shul.org
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Did you know this about Purim?
by Rabbi Vivian silverman

Purim point:  God’s name is absent from the Megillah 
because it was a letter sent to the Jewish communities 
throughout The Persian Empire, explaining how their lives 
were spared by Divine Intervention. A secular letter would be 
thrown away afterwards.

Purim point:  The Persian Empire stretched from India to 
Ethiopia, and consisted of 127 Provinces.

Purim point:  The Fast of Esther marks the date (13 Adar) 
that Haman fixed for the massacre of the Jews of Persia.  
Since, this year, 13 Adar falls on Shabbat, the Fast is on the 
preceding Thursday.

Purim point:  Hallel (Psalms of Praise113 – 118) is not recited 
on Purim because the reading of The Megilla is itself praise to 
The Almighty for sparing the Persian Jewish communities.

Purim point:  Haman’s name (which occurs more than fifty 
times in The Megillat Esther) is noisily blotted out during 
the reading, to fulfil the passage from The Torah (Devarim 
ch. 25 v. 19):  “Timheh Et Zeiher Amalek.”(Blot out the 
memory of Amalek). Amalek was a warlike tribe which tried 
to destroy The Israelites soon after they left Egyptian slavery 
and according to tradition, Haman the Agagite was a direct 
descendant. This is the only time of year when one is allowed 
to make a noise in Shul.

Purim point: The Four Mitzvot of Purim are: (1) Kriat 
Hamegilla – the reading of The Scroll of Esther evening and 
morning on the 14 Adar; (2) Mishloah Manot – the sending of 
gifts to one another consisting of a minimum of two ready to 
eat foods; (3) Mattanot La’evyonim – distributing gifts to the 
poor and needy – i.e. charitable donations; (4) Seudat Purim – 
enjoying a festive meal on the afternoon of Purim.

Purim point:  Hamantaschen are the distinctive food 
associated with this festival: Three-cornered pastry filled with 
poppy seeds. The original pronunciation was mohntaschen (a 
pocket of Mohn [poppy seeds]) symbolising the ten thousand 
silver talents which Haman paid the king in order to have 

all the Jews in his power. The word sounds so similar to the 
name of the Grand Vizier that it ended up being called Haman 
Taschen.

Purim point:  Communities, families or individuals, whose 
lives were spared through a miraculous event often kept the 
Hebrew date of The “Miracle” as a special Purim of their own.  
Down the generations a letter would be read explaining how 
the “Miracle” came about.

Purim point:  Esther is actually a Persian name (as mentioned 
in chapter 2 v. 7.). Her Hebrew name was Hadassah. 
Mordechai (also a Persian name) was her first cousin, though 
he was much older than her.

Purim point:  Haman cast lots (chapter 3 v. 7) to determine in 
which month to destroy the entire Persian Jewish community: 
Men, women, children, babies. The Persian word Pur means 
“a lot” – hence the name of the festival – Purim.

Mishenihnas Adar Marbim B’Simcha / When Adar Begins We 
Increase Our Joy!

HHC
Rabbi Vivian silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035  Email: hollandroadshul@btinternet.com

Norman Grant
of Gary Green Memorials

The Approved Mason for the 
B & H Reform Community and all 
Jewish Cemeteries Countrywide

Renovations and 
Additional Inscriptions

Home Visits by Appointment
Brochure on request

01273 885874 
mobile: 0776 951 5045 

ngrant37@gmail.com

March Diary
Tuesday 1
 Talmud Shiur – Weekly in the Talmud Torah Hall
Tuesday 15
Ladies Discussion Circle, 10.30 am
Thursday 17
Fast of Esther, ends 6.49 pm
Shabbat 19
Zachor - Erev Purim. Reading of the Megillah after 
Shabbat. Joint service at West Hove
Sunday 20
Purim - Reading of the Megillah and festivities at West 
Hove, 9.45 am
Monday 21
Shushan Purim
Sunday 27
Plenary session of The Board of Deputies in Brighton and 
Hove
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Rabbi elizabeth tikvah sarah
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selective memory
by Rabbi elizabeth tikvah sarah

As the current Jewish year contains thirteen months, we 
look forward to Purim on the 14th Adar II. The Shabbat 
before Purim is called Shabbat Zachor because we read an 
additional portion from Ki Teitzei (Ki Teitzei, Deuteronomy 
25:17-25) which opens with:  ‘Zachor – Remember what 
Amalek did to you along the way when you were going out 
from Egypt / how he met you along the way, and attacked the 
stragglers at the rear, when you are faint and weary, and he 
did not fear God. (see B’shallach – Exodus 17:8-16). 

What is the connection with Purim? In the Book of Esther, 
the wicked Haman is presented as a descendant of Amalek.  
Thereafter the worst persecutors of the Jewish people in 
every generation have been identified as Amalek, including 
Hitler.

We have taken the injunction to ‘remember Amalek’ seriously. 
But we have done more than this. The focus on ‘remembering 
Amalek’ has also shaped our memory altogether. 

Heinrich Graetz (1817–1891) was born in Posnan, Prussia 
(now Poland).  He was one of the first historians to write a 
comprehensive history of the Jewish people from a Jewish 
perspective. His History of the Jews from the Earliest Times 
to the Present Day (published in English in five volumes, 
1891-2) described Jewish history as a ‘vale of tears’. For the 
most part our remembering has focused on our experience of 
churban – ‘destruction’. Of course, Graetz wasn’t wrong – but 
there has been much more to Jewish history than persecution 
and genocide. 

Just think about our memory of memories: the Exodus from 
Egypt. Again and again the Torah exhorts us to remember 
that we were slaves in Egypt.  But the point of remembering 
this defining episode is that we were liberated. And so, not 
just Pesach, each Shabbat is zeicher itzi’at mitzrayim – ‘a 
memorial of the Exodus from Egypt’ (birkat ha-yom - ‘the 
blessing for the day’ - recited as part of Kiddush on Erev 
Shabbat)

Of course, the Exodus only happened once: one moment 
of liberation a long journey through the ‘vale of tears’? If we 
look back on our history, it is clear that despite oppression 
and slaughter we have flourished, again and again, making 
a stunning contribution to the world in almost every field of 
endeavour. So, in addition to ‘remembering’ every ‘Amalek’, 
we should also remember with pride all our achievements – 
not least, the modern State of Israel, and the revival of Jewish 
life in Eastern Europe and throughout the world after the 
Sho’ah. 

Czech scroll exhibition
In honour of National Holocaust Memorial Day, Brighton & 
Hove Progressive Synagogue held an Open Day exhibiting 
the Torah Scroll which originally belonged to the community 
of Frydek-Mistek in Czechoslovakia. Our members, Steve 
Field, who, with Hans Levy, was a prime mover in our being 
entrusted with the scroll, held visitors enthralled with his lucid 
explanation of its construction and use. 

The poignant, graphic exhibition of photographs telling the 
story of the Frydek-Mistek community was open all day. The 
many synagogue members, friends and members of the 
public who braved the cold weather to attend, were obviously 
moved by what they saw.

Dr Brian Klug delivered the 2011 Aubrey Milstein Memorial lecture on 6 
february.
Photo by Matthew Andrews

March Events
Saturday 1st March
To mark Fair Trade Fortnight which begins on 28th 
February, BHPS will be holding a Fair Trade Kiddush 
after the Shabbat Morning Service on Saturday 1st March.
Saturday 12th March
There will be a Mishaberach during the Shabbat Morning 
Service to mark 60 years since Anne Carr first joined 
BHPS.
Saturday 19th March 7.00pm Purim  
We will celebrate Purim with a short service and Megillah 
reading. Please come and join us whether in fancy dress 
or not.

Communal Seder Night:  18th April 2011
The BHPS communal Seder will take place on Monday 
18th April 2011 at 6.30pm in the Montefiore Hall at the 
synagogue. Book early to avoid disappointment as places 
are limited to 70 people.
Tickets cost £10 for members and £15 for non-members. 
Please contact Sarah Winstone to reserve a place.
Tel home 01273 501604, mobile 07841488620 or email 
sarah.winstone@ntlworld.com. Details are also available 
from Chandra at the synagogue office.
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sHABBAt sHAloM – BRiGHton tiMes
In  Light Candles Out  Havdalah
Fri 4   5.27 pm  Sat 5  6.36 pm
Fri 11  5.39 pm  Sat 12  6.48 pm
Fri 18  5.51 pm  Sat 19  7.00 pm
Fri 25  6.02 pm  Sat 26  7.12 pm

ReGulAR ACtiVities
Sundays

shalom Programme  � on www.
radioreverb.com as well as 97.2 FM, 
9.00-9.55 pm. 

Carmel tennis Club �  10.00 am-12.00 
noon. Weekly. All levels welcome. 
Tel: Leon on 07717 222744

Mondays
the ethics of our fathers �  with Rabbi 
Efune 11.30-12.30 pm Chabad 
House, 15 Upper Drive, Hove.  Tel:. 
01273 321919

Afternoon Club �  with tea 1.30 pm. 
Contact Reba 01444 410435

Rubber and Duplicate Bridge �  1.30-4.30 
pm £2.00. Tel Reba 01444 410435

Contemporary Basic talmud  �  with 
Rabbi Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

tanya (Kabbalah) learning Group   � with 
Penina Efune  - Ladies only 8.15 pm 
at Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays
Painting with Rochelle (jAs) � , 7.00-9.00 
pm  Weekly Tel: 01273 503708 RH. 

israeli Dancing � , 7.45-9.45 pm Tel: 
Jacky 01273 688538 Weekly RH

Ralli Hall lunch and social Club � , 10.30 
am-4.30 pm. Weekly Tel: Suzanne 
01273 739999 RH

Art in the studio with Martin  �  2.00-4.30 
pm RH

Wednesdays
Radio Reverb theatre programme �  
‘Curtain Up’ is on Wednesdays at 
7.00 am, 10.00 am-12.00 noon Tel:  
01273 540464 Weekly RH

Chutzpah Choir �  (singing in Yiddish, 
Ladino, Hebrew, Aramaic and other 
languages) with Polina Shepherd. 
7.00-8.45 pm  
Tel: Rosalind 01273 541031 RH.

Art in the studio with Martin  �  2.00-4.30 
pm RH

 
Thursdays

Ralli Hall lunch and social Club � , 10.30 
am-4.30 pm. Tel: Suzanne 01273 
739999 Weekly RH

weekly torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 
8.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 
321919. 

eVents foR MARCH
j:tots �  – for parents, toddlers, grandparents and carers - is held monthly at Ralli Hall.For 
information regarding the next session, please e-mail Rachel at jtots@rocketmail.com 
or ring 01273 204334. 
 
Wednesday 2
jACs –  AGM  �  – 2.00 pm Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
 
Sunday 6
sussex jewish film Club ‘Crossing Delancey’ �  –  7.00 for 7.30 pm RH 
 
Tuesday 8
jlGB junior Group (8-11 year olds) launch Meeting  �  –  Young people and adult volunteers 
welcome. Contact 020 8989 8990 or email brighton@jlgb.org by 3 March 7.45 pm RH 
 
Wednesday 9
  � jACs – Guest speaker theresa sundt  – ‘The Jews of Salonika’ 2.00 pm 
Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
 
Sunday 13
Afternoon tea with jonathan elvey: A life in Music   � –  BHRS,  Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
2.30 – 4.30 pm, Donation £3.00  
     
Wednesday 16 
  � Coffee Morning   – Youth Aliyah 11.00 am onwards in aid of Yemin Orde – 
village destroyed by fire. All details from 01273 776671
jACs – Pot Pourri   �  – Members Reminisce 2.00 pm Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
 
Monday 21
sARiD – Guest speaker Doris levinson  �  – Co-Editor of the Sussex Jewish News ’18 Years of the 
Sussex Jewish News’ 10.45 am at Ralli Hall. Donation £1.00. 
Tea, coffee and light refreshments served. 
 
Tuesday 22
new ideas for Pesach – Cookery with Denise Phillips  �  – Donation £7.00 BHRS 2.30 pm 
Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
 
Wednesday 23
jACs – Guest speaker Godfrey Gould  �  – ‘Jews of Brighton and Hove 1766-2011’ 
2.00 pm Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
 
Weekend 25-27
Board of Deputies of British jews   � are coming to Brighton and Hove for the weekend. There 
will be events at Ralli Hall on Friday evening (Shabbat dinner), Saturday afternoon (Shabbat 
lunch) and Saturday night (food and entertainment). 
On Sunday afternoon there will be the Board meeting at Hove Town Hall and JTrails walk on 
Sunday afternoon. 
 
Sunday 27
Helping Hands tea   � – AJEX Centre 2.30 pm. Donation £2.50 
 
Tuesday 29
Centre for German-jewish studies, university of sussex,  � Panel on ‘Jewish Enlightenment’ 
(organised by Prof. Christian Wiese) 2.00 – 3.00 pm  
For details check website http://www.sussex.ac.uk/cgjs/1-1.php 

jewish Historical society   � – Marcus Roberts, National Anglo/Jewish Heritage Trails 
‘The Jews of the Lake District’ 7.45 pm RH 
 
Wednesday 30
jACs – Guest speaker Dr scarlett epstein oBe   � – ‘Rescue in Albania’ a film that shows why 
Muslims saved the lives of thousands of Jewish Refugees before and during WW2 
2.00 pm Ajex Centre, Eaton Road, Hove 
 
iMPoRtAnt ReMinDeR:  Please contact the Communal Diary before planning your events.

Grodzinski’s challot and rye
bread are available from Premier

Convenience Stores in Hove Street
every Thursday morning until

supplies run out.




