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3Pause for thought

There can be few Jewish homes where a Chanukiah 
is not in evidence, even if it was “merely” a souvenir 
brought back from a visit to Israel. Many of these will 
show little evidence of the candles having been used. 
Nonetheless, the Chanukiah stands as a symbol of 
Jewish identity for many though the Menorah would 
really be more appropriate.

There are many aspects of the whole Chanukah story 
that symbolize the strength of the Jewish people, 
particularly the coming together of the Hasmoneans 
and the Chasidim to resist the oppression from the 
Greeks and their leader Antiochus IV. These Chasidim 

were probably not the precursors of the current 
movement, but did represent a traditionalist approach 
to Judaic practice, while the Hasmoneans were 
primarily nationalistic. 
The concept of re-dedication, applied to the survival 
and cleansing of the Temple, might equally be applied 
to the survival of the Jewish people and their Judaism. 

In Israel today, one wonders 
what might happen to peace 
negotiations if the parallel 
movements were to come 
together. And even in our local 
community, where we have a 
limited “coming together” of 
some of the religious “factions”, 

there has to be scope for much more. Otherwise, the 
longer-term prospect for survival of our community has 
to be in serious doubt.

Chag Chanukah sameach.

The chanukah sTory symbolizes The sTrengTh 
of The jewish PeoPle, in ParTicular The coming 
TogeTher of The hasmoneans and The chasidim, 
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Malcolm Green Catering
The selection of your menu is an important part in the 

planning of your Simcha. For that reason our Chefs continue 
to create exciting and tasty menus to meet your every need. We 

can tailor a menu to fit your specific requirements and help 
create the function you are proud of. Let us introduce you to a 

cuisine that has made us one of Israel’s leading Caterers.

Plus summer holidays in Italy, Ireland and weddings 
throughout the world. 

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST

Contact Rachel on 01273 726495  
or Malcolm on koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk 

www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

UNDER SUPERVISION KASHRUT DIVISION  
OF THE LONDON BETH DIN
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5your news & views

births
•  Maia & Dan Evans are delighted to announce the safe arrival 

of a precious daughter Alma Lee, a sister for Eitan. Mazel 
tov to all the grandparents and great grandparents Morris 
and Evelyn Evans.

•  Mazel tov to Philip Freeman on the birth of a granddaughter, 
Stella Charlotte Persaud

•  Mazel tov to Angela & Ivor Goldman on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Poppy May

•  Mazel tov to Cheryl & Toby Wiggs on the birth of their baby 
girl, Saffron

special birthdays
Mazel tov to Ronnie Bloom, Noemi Cohen, Elizabeth Curtis, 
Linda Felsenstein, Daniel Gerrey, Merle Kessler, Jacob Levy, 
Saonie Lyons, Alan Margo, Bonnie Margo, Irene Millar, Shirley 
Moss and Stuart Panto, all of whom are celebrating special 
birthdays this month.

engagements
•  Mazel tov to Julie and Brian Rosehill on the engagement of 

their son Brett to Romy Mandell of Cape Town.
•  Mazel tov to Sue & Graham Gordon on the engagement of 

Laura to Alistair.

get well
A refuah shelaimah to Carole Lever, Liz Posner, Vanessa 
Regan, Gary Rubin, Raynor Samuel, Cathran Smith, Natalie 
Smith and Edella Sutcliffe.

deaths
We wish long life to 
• the family of Doreen Collick z”l
• the family of Marie Garman z’l
• the family of Alisa Kean z”l
• the family of Betty Ritterband z’l
• the family of Hymie Sheftz z”l
• the family of Maurice Simmons z”l

Thank You
Sarah & David Wilks would like to thank everyone for 
all their support and good wishes whilst Daniel was in 
hospital.   His operation was successful and he is now 
home and well on the way to a full recovery. We are 

absolutely delighted.

Thank You
Sarah Liz & Liz and the Helping Hands Team would 

like to thank the Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
for including us in their Kol Nidre Appeal and for their 

very generous donation.

The Management Committee of the Lunch & Social 
Club would like to thank Jill Richards and the “bridge 
playing ladies” for their generous donations, which 
over the last five years have now exceeded £4,000. 

These regular donations have been a very real help in 
running the club and the committee would like to place 

on record their appreciation and grateful thanks.

Local author seeks 
literary agent

Phone  01273 771628 for further details.

Hyman Fine House

OLD COMPUTERS 
WANTED

Do you have an old desktop computer (working 
of course) that you could donate to Hyman Fine 

House? 
 

We have a good monitor so only the computer 
unit is required.

 
We will collect.  Please email alan.burke@

btinternett.com or ring 01273 416335.
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disagreements about the middle east conflict
I have recently had several disagreements with friends 
regarding the current Middle East situation.  They ask about 
the Gaza Wall, the blockade, “killing innocent civilians and 
children” and other matters.

I try to reply, telling them that rockets are deliberately 
launched from sensitive sites, how cheaply Arabs value life, 
Gaza has plenty of goods, suicide bombings have ceased 
since the wall, how would they like rockets launched at them 
daily, and how can you deal with people who have vowed to 
destroy you, but could really do with some concise answers 
to these and other questions.

Can SJN help by letting its’ readers have some good answers 
to these and other questions?
Name and address supplied

just a thought
During a recent visit to Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, I was struck 
by the almost total helplessness of all the Jewish people 
during the period governing World War II.  The ‘Gola’Diaspora 
did not want to know, as all the information coming our of 
Europe was too horrible and too nightmarish to contemplate.  
Few intervened and even the Jewish world in the USA and the 
UK were frightened of a high profile response to the murder of 
the 6 million.

It was really only the Zionists (mostly secular) who provided 
the dynamic for the social and cultural resurgence of the 
Jewish identity and the Jewish spirit.  Indeed 60+ years 
on, there is established a Jewish state militarily strong and 
economically thriving, but still beset by enemies.

The Nazi concepts included making environments 
‘Judenrein’.  I cannot but help having a feeling of ‘deja vu’ 
about the removal of Jewish settlements from the West Bank.  

After all, about 20% of the Israeli population is Arab and they 
live mostly in quietude and on terms theoretically as equal 
citizens in the democratic fabric of the Israeli state.  So why 
should not some 400,000 Jewish settlers in the West Bank 
not equally become citizens of a Palestinian state?

International law could no doubt engineer a scheme whereby 
Israeli citizens of a Palestinian state could have two votes in 
any national election – one for the Knesset and one for the 
parliament of the State of Palestine.

Similarly, Israeli Arabs could maintain their franchise in the 
Knesset and also vote if they so wish for the recognised 
parliamentary assembly of the Palestine state.

Why not? The Palestinians would benefit from the expertise 
of the Israeli society in agriculture and manufacturing.  The 
Israelis would benefit from a transfer from violence to the 
peaceful response of the hustings.

So the settlers could have dual nationality, as would the Arab 
citizens of Israel, if they so wish.
Simeon Bar Yav

Two matters
Having known Ella Preisler (nee Best) z’l for well over 60 years 
I would have dearly attended her stonesetting.  Unfortunately 
it was arranged for immediately after the Yomim Tovim and 
thus announcements about the event were not generally 
made.  However, it would appear that the only way of being 
aware of this stonesetting was to have an e-mail facility.  
Those of us who are not online are invisible to the community 
– sometimes think that many of us might remain invisible even 
after being connected!  So whoever arranges it might try to 
ensure that all connected with a deceased is aware of any 
pertinent event.

I note a whole page devoted to astrological predictions.  Such 
superstition has no place in Judaism.  However, of Babylonian 
origin the ‘zodiacal’ signs are relevant, which is why they 
appear on the great rose window on the western gable 
of Middle Street Synagogue.  They represent the Jewish 
months.  For example, Aries (the ram) represents Nissan the 
month of the Paschal lamb, and Libra (the scales) represents 
Tishri, the month in which we are all weighed in the balance 
and our future year determined.  Perhaps Ms Aviv might care 
to write of the Jewish symbolism of these signs rather than 
the fanciful heathen mysticism to which you chose to devote 
an entire page.

Yours sincerely,
Godfrey Gould
 
The stonesetting of Ella Preisler z’l was announced one month 
earlier in the Personals  section of our September issue. – 
eds.

more doris & gavin on bbc radio sussex
Just to say how delighted I was to hear Doris on Gavin’s 
Sunday Show.   I used to adore listening to her on the 
late-lamented Sarah Gorrell’s week-day breakfast show.  I 
feel that guests from different religions can build bridges 
between various 
communities - 
both religious and 
non-religious.  I 
have e-mailed 
Gavin asking 
for more Doris, 
please, and I have 
put a comment 
on Gavin’s show’s 
facebook page.   
Lovely picture of 
Doris, she still has 
such flair.

With very best 
wishes to all.
Heather Wilson

Unit 3, St Josephs Business Park,
St Josephs Close, Hove, BN3 7HG

www.dorcom.co.uk
info@dorcom.co.uk

0800 068 5447

SPECIALISTS IN SECURITY SYSTEMS SINCE 1974

Access Control
Gates & Barriers

Door Entry Systems
CCTV Surveillance
Care Call Systems

Sales
Service
Repair

Installation
Maintenance

Technical Advice
Design

FREE SURVEYS
& QUOTATIONS

TRADE & PUBLIC
SHOWROOM
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eastbourne hebrew 
congregation 
by Manny Godfrey

As part of his programme to meet with the diverse ethnic 
groups in Eastbourne, Stephen Lloyd, Eastbourne’s 
new LibDem MP, recently visited Eastbourne Hebrew 
Congregation’s shul in Susans Road.  He was welcomed 
by President, Menashe Harounoff, Chairman, Ronnie Taylor 
and Security Officer, Sally Taylor.  This was his first visit to 
a synagogue and he showed great interest in its history, 
its religious artifacts and its function in the local Jewish 
Community.

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation will be having a Chanukah 
Party on Sunday, 5th December at the WRVS Centre, Hyde 
Road, Eastbourne from 3.00-5.00 pm.  All members and 
friends are welcome, and if you can bring a menorah or 
chanukiah and candles, you will be even more welcome!  
There will be food, music and a raffle with valuable prizes.  
Please make every effort to support this event - you will not 
be disappointed.
 
Payment in advance is at £4 and on the door at £5 with 
children under 10 at half price.  Please contact Linda Taylor 
on 01323 484135 or Sally Taylor on 01323 488513.

jewish historical society
by Joan Melcher

This year’s series of lectures held by the Sussex Branch of the 
Jewish Historical Society was given on Tuesday 26th October 
at Ralli Hall by Herman Rothman.   Dr Rothman served in the 
Intelligence Core as an interpreter and was present at the 
Auschwitz trials in 1964. He posed the question why (we all 
ask ourselves) a country like Germany produced a monster 
like Hitler and went back in history to the events which 
might explain this phenomenon.  His talk was interesting, 
informative and was followed by a question and answer 
session. 

We look forward to the next series of lectures and hope to see 
you then.

The 2011 census – what is 
your religion?
The next census takes place on 27 March 2011.  For the first 
time guidance for filling in the census questionnaire will also 
be available in Yiddish.

Individual data obtained in the census is kept confidential for 
a hundred years and only group statistics are released into 
the public domain.

“What is your religion?” remains the only voluntary question 
in the entire questionnaire.  In 2001 approximately 260,000 
individuals registered themselves as Jewish on the census 
questionnaire, with the majority recorded in the London area. 
Although the census has been around since 1801, the religion 
question has only been asked twice before, in 1851 and then 
again 150 years later in 2001.  It will be asked again in 2011.  

The information 
gained from the 
religion question 
helps improve 
understanding of 
local populations, helps to promote equality legislation, in 
order to prevent religious discrimination.  The information can 
also help identify the needs for religious groups as well as the 
needs for new schools, care homes or leisure centres.

For over two hundred years, census statistics have been used 
to underpin national and local decision making. The census, 
which is run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS), 
obtains a comprehensive and consistent snapshot of the 
population. Census statistics are used by a range of people 
for a range of reasons, from historians to local councils and 
academia.

The census takes place on 27 March 2011.  The questionnaire 
will soon arrive through your door. For the first time in census 
history, you will be able to complete your questionnaire online 
at www.census.gov.uk

A total of 35,000 people will be required to deliver the census, 
which will take 
place on 27 March 
2011. The majority 
of vacancies are for 
Census Collectors 
who contact 
householders to 
collect completed 
census questionnaires 
and assist where 
required.

For more information 
or to apply to assist 
with the census, 
please see our 
dedicated recruitment 
site: 
www.censusjobs.
co.uk
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ajex 
By Judy Gabriel, PRO AJEX Brighton & Hove Branch.

The AJEX Music Quiz will be held on Sunday 16 January at 
1.00 pm and will include lunch.  The Quiz will be presented 
by Stewart Macintosh, and as always promises to be a lively 
afternoon, so get together, make up your tables and most 
importantly call Aubrey on 737417 to book your place.

On 30 January the Holocaust Day Service will be held at 
11.00 am at Bear Road Cemetery. Your attendance and 
support at this important service would be much appreciated.

The Jewish Military Museum continues to flourish and has 
collected much of interest over the past months, the displays 
are rotated at present but it is hoped that over time there will 
be room to display all the artefacts together. Thanks go to 
Brenda Goldberg the Museum Director and Martin Sugarman 
the Archivist, along with all volunteers who have worked long 
and hard to bring this collection to presentable order.

The aforementioned Martin Sugarman has a book, recently 
reviewed by Henry Morris, called Fighting Back. This book 
has taken many years of research and covers Jewish 
participation over three centuries serving in all branches of 
the Armed Forces with particular attention to WWII. Copies 
can be obtained from AJEX Head Office at the discounted 
price of £16 + p&p or by ringing 020 8202 2323. 

It is also available on-line from the publisher at www.
vmbooksuk.com or at www.amazon.co.uk.

hastings and district jewish 
society by Stella Harris

On Sunday 7th November the Annual General Meeting of the 
Hastings and District Society was held at Bexhill. Not only 
was it well attended, but we enrolled two new members. 
This is a most encouraging sign for the future.

Most of the members of the committee stood for re-election 
and Claudette Woolfson is now our new chairman.
Under her new leadership and Brian Linke`s Friday night´s 
services, we are in safe hands.  

We look forward to seeing our members and friends on 
December 3rd at our combined Shabbat and Chanukah 
service, followed by the appropriate refreshments. 

helping hands 
by Janice Greenwood

If you missed it, don’t worry.  The Helping Hands Pub Quiz 
in Your Own Home was so successful that we intend having 
another one next year.. Details have yet to be confirmed but 
we hope to hold it next November.  

Over 120 people took part in the Quiz. Twelve local houses 
were taken over for the evening and we had contestants in 
Henfield, London and Australia. The evening started with 
the Helping Hands Community Bus collecting one of our 
wheelchair-bound contestants to take him to his hostess. Our 
fleet of couriers on their (two) Vespas delivered the questions 
and the out-of-towners were sent theirs by e-mail. The 
couriers returned to HQ to be revived by tea and sandwiches. 
Meanwhile the Helping Hands Community Bus went from 
house to house with raffle tickets. After a couple of hours 
our couriers went on the road again to collect the quizzes, 
give the answer sheets and rush back to HQ. Here a team of 
volunteers marked the papers, which were then scrutinized by 
Dr. Jo Greenwood who helped devise the quiz. 

The following day Ivan Lyons, captain of the winning team, 
was presented with the Helping Hands Pub Quiz Cup, which 
he and his team can defend next year. All the team members 
won prizes. When the Bus returned (from Henfield!) we drew 
the raffle, first prize being a 19” TV with DVD.  The evening 
was a resounding success, both social and financial, as we 
raised over £1,300.  This will help with behind the scenes 
administration costs and contribute to the on-going success 
of Helping Hands i.e. volunteer training in different skills 
such as driving the Helping Hands Bus, first-aid, wheelchair 
handling and other safety aspects.  

Our Annual Chanukah Tea, held in 
conjunction with the Ralli Hall Lunch 
Club, will be on Sunday 5 December 
at Ralli Hall.

To be sure of a seat and a warm 
welcome phone us on 747722. 

community life

MARTIN GROSS
Funeral Director and 
Funeral Consultant 

to Jewish communities

01273 439792 
07801 599771 
07540 066566

HELPING HANDS 
We invite you to check out our new website:  
www.helping-hands.org
Telephone: (01273) 747722 Email: helping-hands@ntlworld.com
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ralli hall 
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman

Irit and I attended the first two events of the Ralli Hall 
Jewish Film Club and I would like to thank all those who are 
organising this excellent addition to members’ activities. 
If there are any more such interesting projects in mind, we 
would also welcome them as additions to our programme.

After a slight delay I expect our new disabled toilet to be 
complete shortly with the upgrade to the ladies’ toilets, 
including retiling and a baby changing facility, should also 
have commenced. There will be replacement UPVC double 
glazed windows in both the ladies and the gents toilets, with 
individual extractor fans in each cubicle.

Once the whole facility has been upgraded, I hope that 
the community will be keener to use our Great Hall, itself 
the subject of a substantial upgrade not long ago, for their 
simchas and meetings. 

We have further plans to continue the upgrade of our core 
accommodation, subject to the availability of adequate funds. 
It is our intention to replace the milk and pareve kitchenette 
with a more comprehensive facility suitable for larger 
vegetarian functions, redecorate the servery and, if possible, 
improve its natural light.  In addition, we wish to widen the 
entrance to the Stephen Magrill Lounge by the installation of 
double doors to match those leading to the adjacent Great 
Hall.  Watch this space.

I am pleased that, thanks to Norina’s efforts, our main 
non-core letting area on the lower ground floor is now busy 
throughout the week from commercial lettings.

Finally, our membership year will re-commence at the 
beginning of January and next month I will be in a position to 
let you know what the fees will be for 2011.  Renewal forms 
will then be sent to all members. Those within the Community 
who are currently not members are always invited to join 
B&HJCF.

Happy Chanukah and see you at Ralli Hall.

sussex day limmud 2011 
update
by Gordon and Michelle Kay, 2011 Sussex Day Limmud Co-
chairs.

Since our announcement in the SJN last month, we have 
been working on finding a suitable venue and confirming 
speakers for the event.

It is a pleasure to announce that Sussex Day Limmud will be 
hosted at the University of Sussex on Sunday 22 May 2011 
(Lag B’Omer).  One of the newest buildings on the campus 
which will be the focus of activity, a unanimous choice by the 

volunteer team, due to the accessibility as well as excellent 
parking and transport links. We hope the spring weather will 
enhance the day and inspire some outdoor sessions. 

On the presenter front, we have already confirmed Baron 
(Jeremy) Beecham, current shadow minister and former 
leader of Newcastle City Council; food writer Clarissa Hyman, 
and Nathan Abrams, Director of Bangor University’s Centre 
of Film Studies and author of The New Jew in Film. There will 
also be films from the UK Jewish Film Festival.

We look forward to telling you more in our next update 
including confirming more presenters, the children’s 
programme, prices and how to book.

Finally, it is not too late to suggest ideas.  If you feel you 
can contribute to making this event a success, we want 
to hear from you. Please email sussex@limmud.org or call 
01273 560799, or visit www.limmud.org/day/sussex for more 
information.

sjn hall of fame – Pms edition

Congratulations to political butterfly Peggy Sherwood, who 
joins the SJN Hall of Fame for these photos with PM David 
Cameron and former PM Gordon Brown.  

Now we challenge her to get a pic with Nick Clegg!
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by James Cook

It’s likely that you or someone you know 
has received a parking ticket recently. 
Streets and car parks across the country 
are now a blaze of warning signs and 
all motorists fear the ubiquitous parking 
warden.

Recently my car was ticketed in a college 
car park despite displaying a valid permit. 
The ticket states I was ‘parked between 
two bays’.

The corner of the car park was a patch of 
wasteland, with tatty, hand-painted white 
lines that were way too short to use as a 
guide for parking. My car was in no way 
hindering the parking of other vehicles. 
The cars either side of mine had also 
been issued with tickets. All three cars 
were displaying permits issued by the 
college.
 
I did some investigating. These tickets 
are issued by private parking companies 
who control parking on private land – i.e. 
colleges, supermarkets, hospitals etc. 
The tickets are pseudo-official. Initially I 
assumed that the local council had issued 
it. It came in a little yellow envelope 
and was cunningly worded to scare me 
into paying up without a quibble. The 
company who issued my ticket is called 
‘County Parking Enforcement Agency 
Ltd.’ A name clearly intended to deceive. 
They differ from local authority and Police 
tickets in one very important way. The 
words ‘fine’ or ‘penalty’ are absent. They 
are forbidden to use these terms. Instead 
they use the word ‘charge’. These tickets 
are nothing more than an invoice!

The tickets are based on contract law. 
You are supposedly entering into a 
contract when you park. The company 
relies on the wording of their warning 
signs to claim a breach of contract. 
They would thus have to sue in a civil 
court to enforce payment. But no known 
cases have gone to court! In my case, 
the warning signs made no mention of 
straddling bays, so there is no breach of 
contract and no justification in issuing the 
ticket.

In court, the remedy for a breach of 
contract is payment of the claimant’s 
damages or losses. Where parking is 
charged by the hour, the amount of 
damages would be the loss of revenue 
incurred by overstaying or straddling the 
bay, if it prevented another vehicle from 
parking. Two Pounds should cover it! 
Clearly a parking charge of £40 or £80 is 
extortionate because it bears no relation 
to the loss incurred. If the car park is free, 
then the loss to the company is zero!

In British law there is a presumption of 
innocence. The burden of proof rests 
on who asserts, not on who denies. The 
claimant has to prove a case against you, 
not the other way round. So if you get one 
of these private tickets, don’t help them 
build a case against you. They can only 
sue the driver who parked the vehicle, 
which may not be the registered keeper. 
There is no legal requirement to state who 
parked the vehicle, so don’t! If they can’t 
prove who parked the vehicle, that’s their 
problem! They will have no one to take 
action against!

The ticket will explain an appeal process. 
According to Internet message boards, 
this is a sham. An appeal will almost 
certainly fail! You will be appealing to the 
people who are trying to make you pay.

The Company can request the details 
of the registered keeper of the vehicle 
from the DVLA and then contact you. 
(Controversially there is a provision in the 
2002 Road Vehicles Regulations, giving 

car-parking companies this right.) You will 
then receive letters threatening court 
action, debt collectors, pestilence, fire 
and brimstone!

Later they may sell the debt to a 
collection agency. If debt collectors arrive 
at your home, refuse to discuss anything. 
Don’t let them into your house, (they are 
not bailiffs and have no right of entry), tell 
them they are trespassing, ask them to 
leave and tell them that if they return you 
will take action under the ‘Protection from 
Harassment Act 1997’.
 
The consensus among legal experts is not 
to engage with private parking companies 
at any time. Just ignore everything they 
throw at you until they stop pestering you.

Tim Cary, a solicitor specialising in traffic 
law, appeared on BBC’s Watchdog 
programme. See what he has to say at: 
www.youtube.com. Search for ‘Penalty 
Charge Notices  private companies’, or 
Google ‘Private Parking Tickets’.

These companies prey on drivers who are 
not aware of their rights. They deliberately 
mislead and issue tickets in huge 
quantities, often for spurious reasons, for 
fat profits. It’s time for the government 
to intervene and regulate the activities of 
these corporate vultures.

It goes without saying that my parking 
‘invoice’ will not be paid!

when is a fine not a fine? 
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Friends of Israel are a rare commodity in 
today’s world. Enough time has passed 
since the flames of Europe for a new 
anti-Semitic movement to legitimise 
itself. They call it anti-Israel and it is 
virulent, contagious, well-funded and 
well organised. The end result could be 
the destruction of the Jewish people in 
their rightful homeland. Some visualise 
it through negotiation, others by violent 
and destructive means. 

Others cannot even begin to grasp 
what is going on in the Middle East 
because the propaganda against Israel 
is so well presented and overwhelming 
that the average person believes the 
slant adopted by the media. Dramatic 
pictures are zoomed into living rooms 
instantaneously without time for 
reflection or the collection of facts.  
Truth seems to be an irrelevant bi-

product that is 
disregarded and 
manipulated 
to show the 
Jewish state as 
the perpetrator 
of heinous 
crimes against 
their Arab 
neighbours and 
as the puppet 
state of the 
United States. 

It takes a very 
brave person to 
look deeper into 

what is really happening and to speak 
against the trend. One such person is 
Julie Burchill who is different to your 
average “hack”.  She operates outside 
the box and has the rare talent to look 
beyond what is presented and to have 
the courage to speak without restraint 
outside the realms of fashionable 
language. So when Julie asked to see 
the other side of Jerusalem I was happy 
to organise a tour in conjunction with 
Israel Project. 

Burchill  learnt that Arab building in 
Jerusalem is not only funded by the 
Palestinian Authority as well as some 
Gulf States and Palestinian millionaires 
such as Abd al-Majid Shuman and 
Munib al-Masri, The Jerusalem Treasury 
fund in Morrocco and the Jerusalem 
Foundation for Development and 
Investment in Jordan. Foundations in 

Saudi Arabia and Qatar also helped 
to finance the building of 58 Arab 
housing units in Beit Hanina. But here 
is the confusion:  it is the illegal Jewish 
building that is holding up the peace 
talks and the illegal Arab buildings are 
not holding up anything except the 
building of trust and goodwill. 

The problem lies in the term “illegal”- 
the Arab buildings are illegal according 
to the Israeli authorities, who have 
“care and control of the area” as they 
don’t have planning permission or 
perhaps don’t even own the land on 
which they are building. The Jewish 
building deemed illegal is a product 
of the terms used by the international 
community due to restriction on building 
on “occupied” territory but they have 
planning from the state of Israel so they 
are not illegal.  It’s difficult to explain to 
overseas journalists about the different 
illegalities. What is not difficult to 
explain is that millions of dollars were 
pledged in 1996 by Saudi and Quatar 
“as a token of support to the intifada 
against Israeli occupation” 

Outside forces are interfering in and 
damaging what is already a delicate and 
volatile situation that could be solved 
if the extremists were kept away and 
sanity could be given a chance to reign. 
It’s a very unique and complex state of 
affairs. Faisal Husseini PA Minister for 
Jerusalem Affairs said  in June 1987. 
“ The Palestinian program is to create 
a Palestinian belt around the Israeli 
belt( of post-1967 new Jerusalem 

standing up to the 3 d’s

At the second international conference for the Inter-
parliamentary Coalition for Combatting Anti-Semitism, 
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper said as follows:

“Harnessing disparate anti-Semitic, anti-American and anti-
Western ideologies, it targets the Jewish people by targeting 
the Jewish homeland, Israel, as the source of injustice and 
conflict in the world, and uses, perversely, the language of 
human rights to do so. 

“We must be relentless in exposing this new anti-Semitism 
for what it is. Of course, like any country, Israel may be 
subjected to fair criticism. And like any free country, Israel 
subjects itself to such criticism – healthy, necessary, 
democratic debate. But when Israel, the only country in the 
world whose very existence is under attack – is consistently 
and conspicuously singled out for condemnation, I believe 
we are morally obligated to take a stand. Demonization, 
double standards, delegitimization, the 3 D’s, it is a 
responsibility, to stand up to them.”

Source:  National Post (Canada), 7 November 2010

friends of israel are a rare commodity in today’s world
by Carolyne Davis

julie burchill, carolyne davis and friends in jerusalem
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neighbourhoods)… The most important 
Palestinian challenge is building, even 
without permits”. And that’s pretty much 
how the map is looking with Jewish 
neighbourhoods scattered among Arab 
neighbourhoods. Jerusalem is a central 
and strategic point in Israel’s defence 
and its demographics have changed 
dramatically since 1967.  Therefore 
Israel cannot bow down to international 
pressure that doesn’t understand how 
the city has developed and the danger 
of encirclement by less than friendly 
neighbours. 

The populating of the East Jerusalem 
area by Palestinians is a recent 
phenomenon used purely to prevent 
the Judaizing of Jerusalem. During the 
Jordanian rule 1949-1967 not many 
Arabs were interested in living in that 
area. The population of Amman grew 
fivefold while the population of East 

Jerusalem underwent zero growth. 
The area was stagnating and offices 
and institutions were closed down, 
58 synagogues were destroyed and 
Jewish tombstones were used to pave 
roads and build fences and latrines for 
soldiers. 

Now under Israeli rule all the holy 
sites are protected and open to the 
world under the Protection of the 
Holy Places Law 1967. The Islamic 
religious authority has tried to erase 
Jewish archaeological claims to the 
Temple Mount removing and dumping 
“rubble” that contains relics dating 
back to the first and second temple. 
Additionally they have converted 
underground buildings from the second 
temple period into mosques – without 
permission, on sites that had never 
previously housed mosques. 

The expansion of Arab East Jerusalem 
is a political ploy to make peace with 
a two state solution that includes 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 
extremely difficult.  It is amazing that 
Jews still live in that area considering 
the violence that has been heaped 
upon them by their neighbours. In the 
second intifada more than 900 Israeli 
citizens were murdered and thousands 
were wounded. 

It’s strange we didn’t see any boycotts 
in Europe against the intifada and 
no one was marching in the streets.  
Busloads of children were blown up but 
that attracted much less condemnation 
that the nine terrorists that were shot in 
self-defence on the flotilla. The world 
didn’t care about Israel’s losses but 
Israel did; in fact Israel cared so much 
that it decided to hem itself in away 
from the terrorists and built the anti-
terrorist security fence. 

The world is up in arms against this 
act of self-defence.  Some Arabs are 
remote from their olive trees (which 
provides their living), can’t travel freely 
and their quality of life is severely 
disturbed. Yes, this is a consequence 
but it’s nothing compared to the mother 
who is permanently remote from her 
child who lies in a premature grave and 
the terror everyone had to endure prior 
to the construction of the fence. Every 
death affects hundreds of people; 

family, friends, neighbours - the whole 
nation were struck by the brutality of 
suicide bombers. On the other side the 
bombers’ families were paid a reward 
for their act of bravery. 

Israel has been holding her hand out 
in friendship and peace since 1948 
but has suffered more wars and 
attacks than any other nation. Israel 
is still prepared to negotiate a peace 
settlement and has offered talks without 
pre-conditions. But peace takes a 
partner and that partner is dancing 
a dance and the western world is 
clapping. The band is playing and that 
band is Iran is conducting it. It is a very 
dangerous situation as it is a dance 
away from peace, co-operation and 
mutual trust. It is a dance towards the 
destruction of Israel.  

We should thank Julie Burchill for taking 
the time to look and dig deeper and 
say to other journalists “Come here to 
Israel, come and see the reality”: so 
that when you put your pen to paper to 
condemn be sure you know the facts. 

support for israel costs 
canada seat on the un 
security council 

In October, on the day before a 
vote to give it a temporary seat on 
the UN Security Council, Canada 
announced an important new trade 
agreement with the State of Israel.  
Canada also refused to agree with 
the United Arab Emirates that 
commercial aircraft landing rights 
should be linked to foreign policy.  
Suddenly aware that that its stances 
met with the disapproval of Arab 
and Islamic bloc (about one-third of 
UN membership), Canada withdrew 
its nomination.

Source:  David Warren, Ottawa 
Citizen, 16 October 2010

israel should be proud to 
be a rogue state

On Thursday 21 October 2010 
the Cambridge Union was at full 
capacity to hear a debate entitled, 
‘Israel is a rogue state’.  Although 
a not unusual sentiment on British 
university campuses, the result 
was unexpected. 

The motion’s proposers were 
Lauren Booth, Mark Macdonald 
and another student who 
interpreted the motion from a 
fresh perspective, claiming that if 
Israel’s great achievements, such 
as its outstanding humanitarian 
aid record, make it a rogue state 
then Israel is proud to be so.

The motion failed decisively 
owing to a combination of this 
new approach and forceful 
defences given by Ran Gidor, 
Israel’s Minister Counsellor for 
Political Affairs, and Shiraz Maher, 
a former radical Islamist who has 
since become an enthusiastic 
supporter of Israel.

Source:  Israel Embassy Briefing, 
28 October 2010
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what’s in a name?
by Ivor Richards

“What’s in a name?   That which we call 
a rose by any other name would smell as 
sweet!”   So wrote William Shakespeare in 
Romeo and Juliet and it may be true when 
considering such neutral items as flowers 
and plants.   Not so when talking of political 
matters.

I believe it was the late, unlamented, 
Joseph Goebbels who, as Nazi propaganda 
minister, knew how to manipulate men’s 
minds by remarking that if a lie is big enough 
and repeated often enough, in the end it 
becomes accepted as a fact.

Today, we see this happening in the 
demonising of Israel, the questioning of its 
right to exist and the beginning of belief that 
all the problems of the world would cease if 
Israel disappeared.

One way in which Israel’s enemies are 
seeking to undermine it is by constantly 

referring to the land as “Palestine” – a name 
which only applied in certain historical 
periods.   Regrettably I have come across 
two respectable sources of historical 
information which accept the use of 
“Palestine” for other periods.

Historically, the land which today we call 
Israel, has undergone many changes of 
name.   We are first told of it in the Bible, as 
the land of Canaan.   Upon its conquest by 
Joshua, it became the land of the children of 
Israel (or the Promised Land). 

It is noteworthy that part of the land, 
including Gaza and the coastal strip 
including Ashkelon, were not part of the 
territory controlled by the Israelites, but was 
ruled by the Philistines.

After the death of King Solomon, the country 
split politically into two – the southern state 
of Judea and the northern state of Israel (or 
Samaria or Manassa …. )   The northern state 
disappeared politically after its conquest by 
the Assyrians.   Judea continued until  the 
defeat of the Bar Kochba revolt in the second 
century CE.

Following that defeat, the land was renamed 
Palestina by the Romans by way of 
punishment for the various Jewish uprisings 
(Jerusalem was renamed Aolia Capitolina but 
it is interesting that this attempt to blot out its 
previous name, failed).

The country was incorporated into the 
Ottoman Empire in 1517and then became 
part of that cumbersome bureaucratic 
organisation and was organised into smaller 
districts, including the Vilayat of Beirut, and 
the Sanjat of Jerusalem.   This continued 
until the British conquest in 1917 whereupon 
the occupying power reverted to the name of 
Palestine, which continued until 1948.

Whenever you see articles which refer to 
Palestine in a historical period when that 
name was not used, please contact the 
writer/author and point out the correct name.

It does matter.
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Aries

This month your determined, wilful 
and ultimately victorious ruler Mars 
steps up into the high point of your 

chart which signifies a time of accomplishment 
and recognition. Being assertive is appropriate; 
being downright bossy or forceful could have a 
detrimental impact. 

Taurus

Expansion is afoot as a stream of 
planetary activity reawakens your 
desire to explore your place in the 

world and forge new pathways. While love deepens 
and friendships blossom, this is a feel good-month 
if you allow yourself to think big!

Gemini

With an Eclipsed Full Moon in your 
sign on the 21st, you may realise a 
hidden aspect of your psyche that fills 

in the blanks on what was once a personal mystery. 
Finding thinking space to analyse an important 
relationship is beneficial. 

Cancer

Finding the balance and boundaries 
between yourself and others will help 
to keep relationships strong. While you 

may experience some turbulence, try to ensure 
that everyone plays fair. Gently airing or listening 
to grievances could clear the air and re-establish 
mutual co-operation.

Leo

While you’re in the mood for having 
fun either with children or perhaps 

creatively, you may have to sidestep some pretty 
pressing obligations. Shake a leg this month, get 
your head down to reap rewards later - duties can 
be fun too!

Virgo

As your fast-thinking ruler Mercury 
is doing a turn around this month 

in your house of the home, expect increased 
communication with family members and bustling 
activity about the place. There’s a lot of inspiration 
to be found meeting new people.

Libra

Loving the finer things in life comes 
naturally: this month is no exception as 

your indulgent ruler Venus helps you to reassess 
which things are at the top of your ‘most valued’ 
list. Making money and home makeovers are well 
starred.

Scorpio

As your fast-thinking ruler Mercury 
is doing a turn around this month 

in your house of the home, expect increased 
communication with family members and bustling 
activity about the place. There’s a lot of inspiration 
to be found meeting new people.

Sagittarius

As the most jovial sign of the zodiac 
we can expect you to be on superfine 
form this month as the Sun re-visits 

your sign. As a fresh new solar year dawns, you 
are propelled into a rewarding time. You will get out 
what you put in.

Capricorn

With a gathering of planets in 
Capricorn, you will have every trick 
up your sleeve and at your disposal 
to make the finest of impressions. 

Expect a hearty energy boost from Mars; it’s never 
been a better time to sort out that fitness regime.

Aquarius

Relationships with authority figures 
are well starred as you are nailing 
diplomacy. While you might be 
spending more time in the confines 

of your imagination or private world on a material 
level finances could surprise you by the end of the 
month. 

Pisces

Sometimes when things happen and we 
are thrown into new situations, making 
the adjustment can be unsettling. 

Things usually change for the better as change is 
often good. A deep wish of yours is on the verge of 
realisation, don’t fear it.

in december the stars are visible longer
by Val Aviv

Val Aviv is an accomplished astrologer.  For more 
information view her website www.valaviv.com
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moss rich publishes new 
book at 100
by Alasdair Glennie

Sprightly Moss Rich celebrated the launch of his latest poetry 
anthology at the age of 100 - and promised his best work is 
still to come.

The razor-sharp centenarian only started writing verse when he 
was 65 and says he is getting better with each year.  Despite 
being blind and partially deaf, Mr Rich, Britain’s oldest working 
poet, has lost none of the flair that won him a place in the 
Penguin Book of Limericks and a string of prizes.  He has 
four published collections to his name and is already planning 
future projects.

His most recent anthology, called A Patch of Land to House 
Six Million Ghosts, came out on his 100th birthday. Another, 
called How It
All Began, is due out later this year.  Mr Rich said, “I think I have 
at least two more books in me. I think I’m getting better with age.  
I want to do one collection of limericks, and another book of 
poems to my wife, Milly.”

The prolific poet, from Hove, East Sussex, is known for his funny, 
often vulgar verses, and likes to cause a stir with his poems.  He 
said, “About thirty years ago I went to the Edinburgh Fringe to 
read on stage, and an outraged feminist threw a bottle at me.  
But it hit some other poor sod in the head, and he had to go to 
hospital.”

Mrs Rich - a spry 93-year-old with un-dyed jet-black hair and 
a lively wit of her own - grimaces.  “Sit up straight, Moss,” she 
said. “People will think you’re dead, slumped in your chair like 
that.”

Blind for the past seven years, Mr Rich can remember almost 
every verse he has ever written, and recites them at will.  He 
said, “I have always had a good memory like that. But you can 
only remember poetry that rhymes.  ‘Jack and Jill went up the 
hill’ is easy.  “But ‘Jack and Jill ascended a nearby rise in order 
to collect a bucket of water’. That’s no good.”

Mr Rich said he tries not to take himself - or his poetry - too 
seriously.  “I don’t hope to reach the higher plains of poetry.  My 
favourite line of verse is ‘coughs and sneezes spread diseases.’ I 
have never been able to get it out of my head, all my life. And it’s 
a motto people would do well to remember.  

“I do admire some of the older poets, such as John Donne.  ‘No 
man is an island,’ he said. From which it follows that ‘No woman 
is a lowland.’”

The couple’s daughter Shula - who also looks several decades 
younger than her 63 years - lives next door to their top-floor 
seaside flat.  She said, “Moss is up riding his exercise bike every 
morning. He threw away all the pills the doctors gave him for 
heart pressure and that nonsense. He is a force of nature.”

Mr Rich said he never planned to become a poet. He said, “I 
wrote my first verse on the walls of my playground when I was 
a small boy.  It was unsigned, of course, and I’m sure would 
be unrepeatable even if I could remember it.  But I didn’t write 
another serious poem for forty years.”

Discharged from the Army Pay Corps during the Second World 
War because he could not find glasses of the right prescription, 
the son of Russian and Austrian immigrants worked for years as 
an advertising copywriter.  “Writing advertising jingles taught me 
a valuable motto: ‘Every word you write must pay the cost of the 

space it occupies.’  “That means every word I wrote had to be 
the right word for that sentence.  That’s when I started working 
hard at my writing.”

But Mr Rich said he did not write his first serious poem until 
1975, when he sent a satirical verse about Harold Wilson to 
The Times.  He was surprised when they published it.  “But it 
knocked me flat when I got a cheque for two guineas in the post.  
“From then on it seemed to me that there was a career in poetry, 
and money
to be made.  I was soon to be disillusioned.”

Mr Rich said he is not interested in baring his soul through 
poetry.  “I have always focussed on craftsmanship. Others were 
intent on expressing themselves - tearing out their guts and 
letting the public know what that felt like.  That wasn’t my line. I 
prefer to write about other people and their exploits.  My deepest 
thoughts are not for publication. I’m what they call a realist poet. 
The others are very good in their way, but it’s not my line.”

Now housebound, Mr Rich dictates most of his poems to his 
publisher, who types them up and helps with revisions.  “Being 
blind has deprived me of a certain amount of awareness, 
obviously.  I can’t write about colours, except from memory.  
But apart from that, it hasn’t changed much.  I have found that 
I can compose poems in my head, and remember them.  To my 
surprise I have found that I can think of a poem on Tuesday, 
and dictate it to someone on Wednesday.  But mostly I put it 
on cassette, and my 
publisher takes it 
down from that. Then 
we go over it and 
change it later.”

Asked for the secret 
of his long life, Mr 
Rich is dismissive.  
“If people ask me 
about my longevity 
I just say it’s luck. 
Not good luck, just 
luck.  For the last 
thirty years nobody 
has paid me much 
attention. Now I am 
100, I have become 
interesting.  It puzzles 
me, because being 
100 is not something 
I ever worked at - it 
just happened.” 235-237 Hangleton Rd .. Hove .. BN3 7LR

(Next to TEXACO petrol station)
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by the SJFC Planning Group

The second meeting of the Sussex Jewish Film Club at Ralli 
Hall on 14 November saw a great turnout to watch Lemon 

Tree, a thought-provoking and 
well-made Israeli film that had 
members huddled in animated 
groups discussing it afterwards. 
The evening was a success and 
further proof that the new Club has 
well and truly taken off.

See the display advert on this 
page for information about our 
next screening on Sunday 12 
December - a fun event open to 
all! The words to the songs will all 

be subtitled. The action of the much loved musical Fiddler 
on the Roof is based on the stories of Sholem Aleichem and 
takes place in pre-revolutionary Russia, centring on the life of 
Tevye (played by Topol), a milkman who’s trying to keep his 
family’s traditions in place while marrying off his three older 
daughters.

To add to the fun we’re encouraging everyone to dress up in 
appropriate costume for the evening – perhaps a long skirt 
with headscarf for the women, cap and boots for the men. Try 
to find something if you can!  Children are very welcome at 
this event.

The first screening of 2011 will be the American film Defiance 
on Sunday 23 January – more details next month. Other 
information about the Club can be obtained from Stephanie 
(tel 01323 507380) or Jacky (tel 01273 688538). We hope to 
see you on 12  December!

by Nina Taylor, Hon. Chairman

Estelle Simon, Celia Shuster and 
I enjoyed a few days holiday in 
Eastbourne with over a hundred other 
members of JACS. We returned to 
another full and varied programme 
at our usual venue and renewed 
acquaintances from last year. 

Godfrey Gould reminded us of the 
terrific support that people in this 
country and elsewhere gave to the 
Soviet “refuseniks” who wanted to get 
to Israel over twenty years ago. He went 
to Leningrad to help distribute goods 
to families who would then sell them 
and so raise money. Godfrey and his 

colleagues bravely walked the streets 
knowing that they were being followed. 

Coincidentally, the following week we 
had Brian Chattock taking us through 
the waterways of the czars from 
Leningrad (St. Petersburg) to Moscow, 
visiting beautiful palaces and churches. 
No shops on this trip but Brian said that 
all the tourist spots were ably served by 
stalls selling novelties and souvenirs. 

A talk was given by Cecily Woolf, 
aided by husband Sidney who played 
cassettes. Cecily is involved with two 
local radio programmes. She plays 
requests for hospital patients and, on 
the Jewish side, she has managed to 

interview national and international 
celebrities including Maureen Lipman 
and Jackie Mason. 

Richard Draycott told us about Sussex 
Air Ambulance, an organisation which 
is not government funded and relies on 
donations to keep going.  They do an 
amazing job airlifting accident victims 
speedily to hospitals.

We have another varied programme 
lined up for this month. Come and try us 
out any Wednesday at the AJEX Centre 
in Eaton Road. You will be assured of a 
warm welcome.

This month Radio 3 will feature Clive 
Lawton travelling to Safed in Northern 
Israel, one of the four holy cities of 
Judaism.  He explores its extraordinarily 
rich history, from ancient times, through 
the Crusaders, Ottomans, the War 
of Independence to the present day. 
He asks why so many great Jewish 

thinkers were drawn to the city and why 
it became the home of the study of the 
Kabbalah. And he meets contemporary 
Jews who come to the self-declared 
“world centre of spirituality,” from 
potters to artists - and even the Werner 
family from Brighton!

The Sunday Feature: City on a Hill on 
Radio 3 is produced by Mark Savage 
and edited by Hugh Levinson and 
will be heard on BBC Radio 3 on 12 
December at 10.15-11.00 pm.

 

sing along with Topol on 12th december !

jacs – december 2010

bbc radio 3 safed
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When Cantor Steven Leas and the 
London Jewish Male Choir visited our 
beautiful synagogue at Middle Street he 
gave us a memorable evening of music 
which was admirably suited to the shul’s 
excellent acoustics.   It was so good to 
see the building, now made safe and 
waterproof after months of painstaking 
work, thronged with people from across 
the community and beyond at this event 
organised under the auspices of the 
World Festival of Sacred Music.
In addition to the fine tenor voice of 
Steven Leas, soloist Eliot Alderman 
made me feel very nostalgic with 
musical settings from the Rosh 
Hashanah liturgy of Uv’yom 

Simchatchem and Uvchein Yitkadash, 
which were always performed by 
the choir at London’s Egerton Road 
Synagogue in Stamford Hill, where the 
service rarely ended before 2.30pm.   
Mr Alderman, who gave us a fascinating 
festival Kaddish in the Spanish & 
Portuguese tradition, was joined by Rob 
Davies for what must have been the 
saddest version of Ein Keloheinu ever

In contrast, the lovely modern setting of 
V’al Kulam sounded very much in the 
style of John Rutter, though the other 
modern item, Eicha, proved to be rather 
discordant Lamentations; but the most 
touching item of all was ‘Bilvavi’.   Its 

13th century text was set to a haunting 
melody in memory of the young Israeli 
Yoni Jesner, who was killed in a terrorist 
attack.   The mixture of joyful and sad 
music, so skilfully performed made for a 
most uplifting evening.

This is the last piece from me owing to 
pressure of work and I’d like to thank 
you for all the support you’ve given 
to me over the past 20 years.   Do 
join me if you can on my new theatre 
programme, Curtain Up, Radio Reverb 
(97.2 FM and online at radioreverb.
com) Sundays, 4.00 p.m. and 
Wednesdays,7.00 p.m.

by Doris Levinson

Some of the members of the JAS made their way to 
view The Times Watercolour Competition 2010 at The 
Mall Gallery in London.  The sun shone, it was warm, we 
walked through St James Park and down The Mall on this 
splendid day and were inspired by the fantastic paintings 
which certainly gave us inspiration and hope that perhaps, 
one day, we might be tempted to send in a picture or two 
ourselves for inclusion in a future competition.

(left to right) Pat Moss, Rochelle Oberman, Ronnie Bloom, Joe 
Davis, Claire Barsam and Doris Levinson.

The World Sacred Music Festival, which 
takes place each year in Brighton, 
promotes inspirational music from 
spiritual traditions around the globe. 

The Festival always tries to include 
at least one event celebrating Jewish 
music. This year’s concert of liturgical 
music at Middle Street synagogue is 
reviewed separately in this issue, but 
did you know that there was another 
local Jewish contribution to the 
Festival? 

An innovative choral group called The 
Clerks put together an awe-inspiring 
sound installation called The Hours, 
celebrating the impulse to pray and 
to praise that’s shared by people all 
over the world from different faith 
communities. For this they pre-recorded 
material from different faith traditions 
around Brighton & Hove, including 

members of the B&H Progressive 
Synagogue singing traditional Shabbat 
morning songs – a whole hour’s worth!

All the recordings were then 
broadcast over the sound system in 
St Bartholomew’s Church in Brighton 
(the one that looks like Noah’s Ark) 
throughout the day of Saturday 16 
October. In preparing for the recording 
a decision was made not to produce a 
sound like a rehearsed conducted choir, 
but rather one to simulate a genuine 
Shabbat morning congregation singing 
as they would normally do, with all the 
rough edges implied by that.

So any tourists going into this beautiful 
church between 11am and noon that 
day (and there were quite a few) heard 
- not the sort of hymns they might have 
expected to hear but Jewish songs 
such as Ma Tovu, Oseh Shalom and 

Yism’chu, to name but a few (30 of 
them in all!) sung by members of the 
BHPS High Holy Day choir. The various 
recordings were then interspersed 
with the universal poetry of the psalms 
to create a unique tapestry of sound. 
In the evening the diverse elements 
of the collage coalesced into a live 
performance by The Clerks, featuring 
music by 16th century John Taverner 
and a new work by Jonathan Green.

The Progressive Synagogue was 
delighted to be associated with this 
innovative contribution to the Festival 
programme. The World Sacred Music 
Festival aims to promote understanding 
across boundaries of religion, ethnicity, 
language and nation and provides 
opportunities to experience moments of 
genuine transformation through sacred 
music and arts. It’s the only organisation 
of its kind in the UK.

The arts beat by Cecily Woolf

The mall gallery

a unique tapestry of sound by Jackie Kay
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december diary

Wednesday 1  Light first Chanukah candle 
after dark

Monday 6    Chanukah tea and candle 
lighting together with BHHC. 
Holland Road Talmud Torah 
Hall, 4.00-6.00 pm

Tuesday 7    Ladies Discussion Circle, 
10.30 am Jewish Women in 
Renaissance Times

Tuesday 7   Talmud Shiur – Sanhedrin, 
11.00 am

Thursday 9 Last day of Chanukah

Friday 17   Fast of 10 Tevet - dawn to 
4.40 pm

Thursday 23 JNF founded in 1901

Monday 27 Bank Holiday

Tuesday 28  Bank Holiday

bhhc
rabbi hershel rader
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
31 New Church Road, Hove BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855 
Email: office@bhhc-shul.org
www.webjam.com/bhhc10

The words of the Prophets
haftarah for shabbat chanukah
4 december 2010 – zachariah 2:14-4:7

his spirit defeats great armies
by rabbi hershel rader

Chanukah means ‘dedication’, referring to the rededication of the 
Temple by the Hasmoneans.  When the sedra of Miketz falls on the 
Shabbat of Chanukah, as it often does, we read the haftarah for the 
festival, which tells us of the first dedication of the menorah of the 
Second Temple. 

The haftarah begins with the words ‘Sing and be glad, O daughter 
of Zion’. The prophet encourages the Jewish people to be glad for 
there will come a time when the world will acknowledge Israel as 
G-d’s chosen people.

There is a vision of Yehoshuah, the High Priest of that time, wearing 
soiled garments and being condemned for failing to chastise his 
sons who had fallen prey to the sin of intermarriage so prevalent 
at that time. G-d defends Yehoshuah, calling him a ‘brand rescued 
from the fire’ in reference to the Babylonian exile. An angel clothes 
Yehoshuah in clean garments warning him to be faithful to the 
commandments so that he may grow and his children inherit his 
position. This phrase “a brand rescued from the fire” is today often 
used to describe survivors of the Holocaust.

An obvious connection to Chanukah is the closing passage which 
describes a vision of a golden menorah with olive trees to supply 
it with oil. This symbolises how all our needs are provided by 
Hashem. The penultimate verse contains the phrase ‘Not through 
armies and not through might, but through my spirit’ says the Lord 
of Hosts. This underlines the message of Chanukah when the Jews 
fought for their religious freedom and defeated great armies.

The words of the Prophets
haftarah for Parasha Vayigash
11 december 2010 – ezekiel 37:15-28

revelation and reunion
by rabbi Vivian silverman
Our haftarah is the continuation of the one read on Shabbat Chol 
Hamoed Pesach - “The Valley of Dry Bones,” where the dead of Israel 
come to life once again through the prophetic spirit.

Here Ezekiel depicts the regeneration of the people by announcing 
the reunion of the former two kingdoms of Israel:  the Northern 
Kingdom known as Ephraim (son of Yosef) and the Southern Kingdom 
known as Judah (together with Benjamin). He does so in a symbolic 
way, by bringing together two pieces of wood that become as one in 
his hand.

The Aramaic translation of eitz (wood) is lucha, perhaps alluding to 
the twin tablets (shnei luchot) on which the Ten Commandments were 
inscribed. This indicates that the two Kingdoms would only endure 
if their citizens followed the teachings embodied in the two tablets 
placed by Moshe inside the Ark of Wood.

Ezekiel continues by announcing that the Almighty will gather in all of 
Israel to their land, and a descendant of David will reign over them. 
Israel will no more seek idolatrous practices and will follow the divine 
laws and keep the Torah. As a result, the people will remain attached 
to their land for ever.

God will make an eternal pact of peace (brit shalom) with them and 
his sanctuary will be in their midst. The nations of the world will 
realize that the Almighty has sanctified Israel when they see the 
Divine presence (shechina) in the holy city of Jerusalem. And Israel 
will have fulfilled its task of revealing God to the nations by being (in 
Isaiah’s famous phrase) “or lagoyim” - a light to the nations.

The theme of reunion also parallels our sedra where Yosef is reunited 
with his brothers, revealing himself to them after many years of 
estrangement.   

hhc
rabbi Vivian silverman
Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035  Email: hollandroadshul@btinternet.com

ALL YOU NEED FOR A 
KOSHER* EXPERIENCE

Tel: 01273 562464
Mob: 0771 267 2768

*Under the personal supervision of 
ANGELA SAMUELS

Norman Grant
of Gary Green Memorials

The Approved Mason for the 
B & H Reform Community and all 
Jewish Cemeteries Countrywide

Renovations and 
Additional Inscriptions

Home Visits by Appointment
Brochure on request

01273 885874 
mobile: 0776 951 5045 

ngrant37@gmail.com
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bhPs
rabbi elizabeth Tikvah sarah
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 6 Lansdowne Road, Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk
www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk

The words of the Prophets
haftarah for Parasha Va-y’chi
18 december 2010 – i kings 2:1-12

last words 
by rabbi elizabeth Tikvah sarah

What should a father say to his children before he dies? 
Parashat Va-y’chi relates Jacob’s blessing of his sons as his 
death approaches. Similarly, the haftarah relates King David’s 
final words to Solomon, the son he has chosen to succeed 
him. Jacob’s last testimony reflects his blatant preference for 
his favourite son, Rachel’s firstborn, Joseph (Genesis 49:22-
26). Is it a surprise that he remains true to form? And when 
we read what David says to Solomon, isn’t it to be expected 
that a man, whose life involved so much war and conflict, 
should tell his son to take vengeance on those who had acted 
against him – Joab son of Zeruiah, and Shim’i the son of Gera 
– as he takes his dying breaths?

But David does begin by proclaiming a more ethical legacy 
to his son: ‘Keep faith with the Eternal your God, walking in 
God’s ways, carrying out the laws, commandments, rules 
of justice, and directions of God, as written in the Torah 
of Moses, so that you may succeed in all that you do and 
whatever you turn to’ (2:3). Interestingly, I Chronicles chapters 
28 and 29 record a much longer farewell address; a public 
pronouncement to all the officers of Israel, which includes 
confirmation that Solomon is his chosen successor, as well 
as David’s instructions to Solomon to build ‘the House of 
the Eternal’. In this speech, the dying king offers words of 
encouragement to the son, who is to rule after him: ‘be strong 
and of good courage and do it; do not be afraid or dismayed, 
for the Eternal God, my God, is with you; He will not fail you 
or forsake you until all the work on the House of the Eternal is 
done’ (I Chronicles 29:20). ‘Be strong and of good courage’. 

According to the Torah (Va-yeilech, Deuteronomy 31:22), this 
is exactly what Moses said to Joshua before he died – and 
this is exactly what David needed to say, as he handed on 
the mantle of authority to his son. We are left to ponder the 
contrast between King David’s private words to Solomon and 
his public utterance.  We are reminded that this powerful and 
charismatic leader was also very flawed; a man of passions 
who often allowed those passions to get the better of him – 
which is why the task of building the House of the Eternal was 
left to Solomon.

chanukah shabbaton - 4 december 2010

• 11.00 am  Shabbat Service followed by Kiddush   

We will be celebrating the 10th anniversary of Rabbi Sarah 
becoming minister of BHPS.

•  2.00 pm  Informal open afternoon – Are you Jewish 
or Jew-ish?

Have you dropped out of the Jewish community? Would you 
like to reconnect with your Jewish roots? Are you marginal? 
Unaffiliated? Single? Do you have a non-Jewish partner?

Would you like to meet Jews who are open to outsiders, 
progressive, committed to full gender equality, accepting of 
all Jews – including children of Jewish fathers, proud of their 
Jewish heritage, engaged in the contemporary world and 
welcoming to those who have a non-Jewish partner?

Then come along to an informal open afternoon at BHPS 
where you will have the opportunity to meet others like you, 
to talk with Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah and members of the 
synagogue and to ask questions.

• 3.00 pm  Storytelling with Sef Townsend 

Sef Townsend, will be telling traditional stories (with traditional 
wisdom) for Chanukah. Sef works mainly with refugees and in 
peace and reconciliation projects in the UK, Ireland and The 
Middle East. He uses traditional stories as a way to enable 
the voice of the silent to be heard.

This year, he has worked in synagogues, mosques, churches 
and schools, in an 18th century boutique hotel in Stepney, 
under the shade of an olive tree in Palestine, a ‘Barn and  
Haystack’ tour of Holland, in the wilds of the Scottish 
Highlands with former combatants of the Northern Irish 
‘troubles’ and in the calm and quiet of libraries in Israel. 

•  4.30 pm  Havdalah and Chanukah Candle Lighting, 
followed by refreshments

For more information please contact the Synagogue Office 
01273-737223, email bhps@freenetname.co.uk or just drop 
in. 

advance notice of the aubrey milstein lecture – 
6 february 2011

On 6 February 2011 Brian Klug will be delivering the 2011 
Aubrey Milstein Lecture.  He will be speaking on Living in the 
World: The People of God and the Pursuit of Justice.

Brian Klug is Senior Research Fellow in Philosophy at St. 
Benet’s Hall, Oxford, a member of the faculty of philosophy 
at the University of Oxford, an Honorary Fellow of the Parkes 
Institute for the Study of Jewish/non-Jewish Relations, 
University of Southampton; and Fellow of the College of 
Arts & Sciences, Saint Xavier University, Chicago. He holds 
degrees in philosophy from the University of London and a 
doctorate in social thought from the University of Chicago. He 
has published widely on race, antisemitism, Jewish identity 
and other subjects. 

Brian’s latest book is Being Jewish and Doing Justice: 
Bringing Argument to Life, published earlier this year by 
Vallentine Mitchell.  He has co-founded two initiatives: the 
Jewish Forum for Justice and Human Rights and Independent 
Jewish Voices.

december diary
Access to Hebrew: 
 11.00-12.30 pm, Thursdays - 2, 9, 16 & 23
 7.00 – 7.30 pm, Thursdays - 2, 9 & 16 

Exploring Judaism: 
7.30 – 9.00pm – Thursdays - 2, 9 & 16
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The words of the Prophets
haftarah for Parasha shemot
25 december 2010 – isaiah / jeremiah

slavery and the need for leadership 
by rabbi charles wallach

The Torah portion opens the Book of Exodus. It introduces 
us to two ideas.  One is the slavery in Egypt, replete with the 
awful privations suffered at Pharaoh’s behest and acted out 
on the people by the taskmasters. The other is the need for a 
leader to appear to take the people out of slavery. Askenazim 
read Isaiah (27:6-28:13, 29:22-23) who essentially deals with 
the former. Sephardim read from Jeremiah (1:1-2:3) is about 
the latter. 

Isaiah notes that the people of his era had suffered from the 
Assyrians and Babylonians. A miracle had saved Jerusalem 
in 701 BCE when a plague had befallen the Assyrians. 
However, it was a temporary stay.  True repentance would be 
necessary for a complete sense of return both to God and to 
the Promised Land.

Jeremiah was a reluctant prophet who soon realised he had 
to speak out against the ills he saw around him. The Sephardi 
rabbis chose this text to complement the sedra because 
they saw in Jeremiah’s diffidence an echo of Moses’ reaction 
at the Burning Bush. Indeed most of the prophets felt this 
way certainly at first. They operated in a hostile environment 
as often they had to show that the optimism espoused by 
king and priest was false: Or, as someone once put it, they 
winnowed optimism to bring out the wheat of hope.

dancing the night away 
by yael breuer

A hundred and fifty people from across the community 
attended a 70s and 80s themed party at Brighton and Hove 
Reform Synagogue. The guests, many in fancy dress, enjoyed 
dancing to live music by local band Funky Gorgeous whose 
drummer, Samuel Firsht, is a member of the synagogue and 
whose wife, Melanie, was the co -organiser of the event. 

Over £2,000 was raised for the cheder and other projects 
run by the synagogue.  Mrs Firsht was very pleased with the 
event: “It was a very successful evening, everyone seemed to 
have a great time and the dance floor was packed the whole 
night. It was a perfect combination of a dedicated team of 
helpers, lovely food and a superb band.  We look forward to 
the next one,” she said.

bhrs
rabbi charles wallach
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 
Palmeira Avenue, Hove BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343 Email: office@bh-rs.org www.bh-rs.org

bulletin board - december

Mondays   Seated exercise with Adele, 11.00 am

Wednesdays JACS, 2.00 pm

Friday Nights Services, 6.30 pm (except 3rd December)

Saturdays Services, 10.30 am

Wed 1st  1st candle for Chanukah

Fri 3rd   Shabbat Eve and 3rd candle service for 
Chanukah, 6.00 pm Followed by a Kiddush 
hosted by the Cheder parents

Sat 4th  Rabbi’s Shiur, 9.00 am

Sun 5th   Chanukah Party for Children, including 
Disco 2.30 pm-4.30 pm 

Sat 11th    Book Club (to be confirmed)  
 Howard Jacobson, The Finkler Question 
Man Booker prize winner

TEACHER WANTED

A vacancy has opened for 
teaching at our expanding and 

vibrant Cheder.

Are you available on a Sunday 
morning for a couple of hours?  

Do you like working with 
children?

Please contact Rabbi Wallach, 
on 01273 735343



18 19

issue 203 | december 2010 | www.sussexjewishnews.com

what’s on: december
diary@sussexjewishnews.com

shabbaT shalom – brighTon Times
In  Light Candles Out  Havdalah

Fri 3   3.59 pm  Sat 4  4.53 pm

Fri 10  3.37 pm  Sat 11  4.52 pm

Fri 17  3.37 pm  Sat 18  4.53 pm

Fri 24  3.40 pm  Sat 25  4.56 pm

Fri 31  3.46 pm  Sat Jan 1 2011 5.02 pm

noTable daTes

Wed 1 Light 1st candle for Chanukah

Wed 8 Light 8th candle for Chanukah

Fri 17   Fast of Teveth

regular acTiViTies
Sundays

shalom Programme breakfast show �  on 
www.radioreverb.com as well as 97.2 FM 
9.00-9.55 am. 

carmel Tennis club �  10.00 am-12.00 noon 
Weekly. All levels welcome. Tel: Leon on 
07717 222744

Mondays
The ethics of our fathers �  with Rabbi Efune 
11.30-12.30 pm Chabad House, 15 
Upper Drive, Hove.  Tel:. 01273 321919

afternoon club �  with tea 1.30 pm. Contact 
Reba 01444 410435

rubber and duplicate bridge �  1.30-4.30 pm 
£2.00. Tel Reba 01444 410435

contemporary basic Talmud  �  with Rabbi 
Efune  - Men only 8.15 pm Chabad 
House 01273 321919

•Tanya (Kabbalah) Discussion Group   �  with 
Penina Efune 8.15 pm Ladies only at 
Chabad House 01273 321919

Tuesdays
Painting with Rochelle (JAS) � , 7.00-9.00 pm 
Tel: 01273 503708 Weekly RH

israeli dancing � , 7.45-9.45 pm Tel: Jacky 
01273 688538 Weekly RH

ralli hall lunch and social club � , 10.30 am-
4.30 pm. Tel: Suzanne 01273 739999 RH

art in the studio with martin  �  2.00-4.30 
pm RH

Wednesdays
chutzpah choir �  (singing in Yiddish, Ladino, 
Hebrew, Aramaic and other languages) 
with Polina Shepherd. 7.00-8.45 pm Tel:  
01273 541031 (Rosalind) Weekly RH.

Thursdays
ralli hall lunch and social club � , 10.30 
am-4.30 pm. Tel: Suzanne 01273 739999 
Weekly RH

weekly Torah portion  � with Rabbi Efune 
8.15 pm at Chabad House. 01273 
321919. 

eVenTs for december
j:Tots �  – for parents, toddlers, 
grandparents and carers - is held 
monthly at Ralli Hall.  For information 
regarding the next session, please e-mail 
Rachel at jtots@rocketmail.com or ring 
01273 204334. 
 
Wednesday 1  

jacs �  –  Art Deco Worldwide with guest 
speaker Ian Gledhill, 2.00 pm at AJEX 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove.  Members 
£2.00/Non-Members £2.50 
 
Saturday 4

chanukah shabbaton  � from 11.00 am, 
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, 
6 Lansdowne Road, Hove 
 
Sunday 5

  � helping hands chanukah Tea, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Donation £2.50 Ralli Hall. Tel: 747722

  � chanukah Party 3.00-5.00 pm WRVS 
Centre, Eastbourne Tel: 01323 484135. 
£4.00 in advance/£5.00 on door/children 
under 10 are half price.

  � chanukah Party & disco for kids 2.30-4.30 
pm Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, 
Palmeira Avenue, Hove 
 
Monday 6

chanukah Tea and candle lighting �  4.00-
6.00 pm Hove Hebrew Congregation, 
Holland Road, Hove

  � submission deadline  for the January issue 
of Sussex Jewish News 
 
Wednesday 8

  � jacs - Music You Love with guest 
speaker Sidney Lipman, 2.00 pm at AJEX 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove Members 
£2.00/Non-Members £2.50 
 
 
Sunday 12

  � sussex jewish film club: sing-along to 
fiddler on the roof at ralli hall.  Drinks 
7.00 pm. Film 7.30 pm. All welcome 
including children. Wear appropriate 
fancy dress if possible. Non-members 
can attend one Club session free as a 
taster on the basis of a donation.   
  
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 15 

  � jacs – Firle Place and the Rise of the 
Gage Family with guest speaker Helen 
Poole, 2.00 pm at AJEX Centre, Eaton 
Road, Hove. Members £2.00/Non-
Members £2.50 
 
 
Monday 20

sarid social get-Together �  The opportunity 
to catch up with each other during the 
year 10.45 am at Ralli Hall. Tea and light 
refreshments are served at all meetings. 
Donation £1.00. 
 
 
Wednesday 22

jacs  � – To Build a Dream:  John Nash, the 
Royal Pavilion & Rakish Raffish Regency 
Brighton with guest speaker Mark 
Perry-Nash, 2.00 pm at AJEX Centre, 
Eaton Road, Hove. Members £2.00/Non-
Members £2.50 
 
Tuesday 28

brighton jlgb winter camp – for 11-16 year  �
olds    (to 2nd January)

For more information, call 020 8989  �

8990 or go to our website www.jlgb.org/
brighton  
 
Wednesday 29

jacs  � – Hat Debate:  Speak Your Mind, 
Have Your Say, 2.00 pm at AJEX Centre, 
Eaton Road, Hove. Members £2.00/Non-
Members £2.50

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

Your Sussex Jewish News is going 
from strength to strength! 

Our success means we need more 
help. If you have time to help us, 

we’re looking for help with: 
ADVERTISING SALES  

REPORTERS 
WEBSITE EDITORS 

Training will be provided. 
For more information, e-mail editor@

sussexjewishnews.com or call 
07906 955 404.




