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Pause for thought 
A welcome note from the Editor

“Shana tovah.
Fittingly, this issue marks our paper anniversary. Over the past year, the Editorial Board 
has received contributions of many articles, photographs, art or help with proofreading 
and layout of our community magazine. These volunteer contributors come from 
across our community and from outside our community, providing us with tremendous 
diversity in content, opinion and interests. Without our volunteers, there would not be a 
Sussex Jewish News. On behalf of our community and ourselves, we thank them all for 
their efforts.

Putting Sussex Jewish News together monthly is a labour of love for the Editorial Board. 
We also recognise that our community is comprised of different practices and views, 
and, we are not naive enough to think that we will be able to satisfy all of our readers 
all of the time.

As the calendar heads toward the Ten Days of Repentance, it is our obligation to try 
to make peace, to try not to enter the New Year with any broyges. It is in this spirit of 
teshuva that the Editorial Board extends its apologies to anyone we may have offended 
in the past year, whether by commission or omission, as a board or individually.

May the New Year bring health, joy, success and prosperity to all and to our community. 
Shana tovah / happy New Year and well over the Fast.

”
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THIS MONTH’S COVER is the inside of the Grand Choral 
Synagogue in St Petersburg, taken by Diane Joseph on her 
recent Baltic cruise. Diane writes about her trip on pages 15 
and 16 of this issue.

Sussex Jewish News (‘SJN’), its Editor and Editorial Board:

are not allied to any synagogue or group and the views 
expressed by writers are not necessarily those of SJN;
accept advertisements in good faith but do not endorse 
any products or services and do not accept liability for any 
aspect of any advertisements; and
welcome readers’ contributions but reserve the right to edit, 
cut, decline or submit the content to others for comment.

Submission deadline for next issue: 7th October 2009.

To ensure that we receive your submissions by email, please 
send them ONLY to editor@sussexjewishnews.com, otherwise 
we cannot guarantee their consideration for publication.

To assist the Editorial Board, submissions should be in Word 
format using Times New Roman as a font.

Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged, unless 
specifically requested. As the Editorial Board is made up entirely 
of volunteers, any response may be subject to delay.

•

•

•

About our contributors 
Getting involved

Thank you to our contributors in 5769:
Godfrey Gould, Gabi Markham, Jean Etherton, David Stamp, 
Cecily Woolf, Sophie Sheinwald, Moss Rich, David Schaverien, 
Debra Goodman, Rabbi Charles Wallach, Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah, 
Hans Levy, Rabbi Vivian Silverman, Sam Barsam, Laura Sharpe, Manny 
Godfrey, Barbara Gordon, Claudette Woolfson, Jacqui Caidan, Nina 
Taylor, Judy Gabriel, Roger Abrahams, Angela Goldman, 
Shula Rich, Gary Weston, Cynthia Barnett, Terry Barnett, Jodie Graham, 
Lisa Graham, Jane Dennett, Rabbi Dr Jeremy Rosen, Janice Greenwood, 
Liron Greenberg, Raquel Buckland, Marjorie Phillips, Michelle Kay, 
Lily Korn-Bernstock, Ashley Sheinwald, Gloria Lennard, Joan Melcher, 
Ivor Sorokin, Ian Gordon, Michael Davids, Gordon Kay, 
Sharon Granville, Richard Wood, Ben Wood, Bryan Wood, 
Suchitra Chatterjee, Gweni Sorokin, Rabbi Hershel Rader, Ivan Lyons, 
Rochelle Oberman, Robert Blass, Andrew Jay, Gerald Levy, Imam Sajid, 
Yael Breuer, Ivor Richards, Janet Cowan, Ann Conn, Andy Devon, 
Martin S Wertheim-Gould (Salmond), Betty Skolnick, Penina Efune, 
Rochel Hoose, Chutzpah Choir, UK Jewish Film Festival, Alan Burke, 
Shirley Burke, PC Jake Rolf, Phillip Kiberd, Martyn Cooperman, 
Moses Barnard Seidel, Jackie Fuller, Philip Freeman, Fiona Sharpe, 
Miriam Book, Winston Pickett, Marc Carlton, Daniel Seligman, 
Prue Baker, Vivienne Stockman, Lydia Swithern, Sandra & Chaz, 
Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks, David Forman, Liz Posner, Ruth Smee, 
Henry Grunwald QC, Jamie Levinson, Susan Conway, Suzanne Collins, 
Mike Weatherley, Angela Jay, Sidney Lipman, Liz Shaw, Sarah Wilks, 
Ruth Karp, Daniel Briscoe, Richard Harris, Vivien Harris, David Melcher, 
Simon Weinberg, Rabbi Pesach Efune, Aubrey Cole, Judy Irwin, 
Rt Hon Gordon Brown, Margaret Phillips, Sharon Rubin, Gillian 
Rich, Katie Lyons, Tessa Bass, Community Security Trust, Joachim 
Hemmerle, Merle Kessler, Diane Joseph, Susan Dineen, Victor Sharpe, 
Paul Jackson, Dr T Scarlett Epstein OBE, Emanuel Marx.

CONTACT US TO ADVERTISE HERE OR ONLINE

07906 955 404 | EDITOR@SUSSEXJEWISHNEWS.COM
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postcards

Personals
Mazel tov and welcome to Rabbi Hershel Rader as the 
new rabbi of Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation. We 
send him and his family our sincerest good wishes on 
his appointment and hope that he will have a happy and 
successful time in our community. 

Births
Mazel tov to Penny and Michael Phillips on the birth of 
their first grandchild, Buckley Baxter Phillips.

Mazel tov to Sheila & Gerald Grossman on the birth of 
their first great-granddaughter, Leah.

Special Birthdays
Mazel tov to Montague Boam, Cyril Davidson, Renne 
Davis, Pamela Levy, Cissy Luper, Estelle Mordecai and 
Jack Zukor, all of whom are celebrating special birthdays.

Engagements
Mazel tov to Elaine and John Abrahams on the 
engagement of their daughter Juliet to James Harrison, 
son of Linda Phillips and Philip Harrison.

Mazel tov to Claire and Sam Barsam on the engagement 
of their son Jean-Marc to Heather Freedland of 
Manchester.

Anniversaries
Mazel tov to Irit and Roger Abrahams on their ruby 
wedding anniversary.

Mazel tov to Michele and Stanley Cohen on their pearl 
wedding anniversary.

Mazel tov to Susan and Phillip Conway on their 45th 
wedding anniversary.

Something extra special
A triple Mazel tov for October celebrations to Millie Rich on 
her 92nd birthday, Moss Rich on his 99th birthday and to both 
Millie and Moss on their platinum (70th) wedding anniversary.

Achievements
Mazel tov to Daniel Levene, who received 4 ‘A’ grades 
in his ‘A’ levels and will be going to St Peter’s College, 
Oxford to study geography.

Get well
Refuah shelaimah to Estelle Kay, Michael Linde, Raynor 
Samuel, Betty Sniders and Cliff Walker.

Deaths
Condolences to the family of John Cobbs z”l
Condolences to the family of George Conway z”l
Condolences to the family of Dr Arnold Elliot OBE z”l
Condolences to the family of Myrel Ginsburg z”l
Condolences to the family of Johnny Katz z”l
Condolences to the family of Ella Preisler z”l
Condolences to Michael Rosenberg and family on 
the death of his brother

Thank you
Arnold and Wendy Bloom are most grateful for all the 
comfort they derived from their many friends on the death 
of their beloved wife and mother, Ida. Thank you all.

Thank you from Susan Conway
I would like to express my appreciation of all the wonderful 
kindness and thoughts shown by friends. Words are not 
sufficient to say thank you. I was overwhelmed by this support. 
My sincerest thanks also to Rabbi Rader and Rabbi Efune.

SUSSEX JEWISH NEWS SUBSCRIPTION OFFER UNTIL 31 OCTOBER 2009
Name:   Date:  
Address:     
   Postcode:  
Email:   Telephone:  
Subscription (tick one)
( ) I would like to receive electronic copies of Sussex Jewish News for one year at a cost of £12
( ) I would like to receive printed copies of Sussex Jewish News for one year for a cost of £15

Payment (tick one)
( ) I enclose my cheque payable to Sussex Jewish News at PO Box 2178, Hove BN3 3SZ
( ) I have made a bank transfer to the Sussex Jewish News at Lloyds Bank, Sort Code 30-98-74, 
 Account No. 00289447 and I have included my name as a reference to ensure my subscription is noted.

Or you can subscribe online at www.sussexjewishnews.com and pay with PayPal!
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Eastbourne Progressive Jewish 
Congregation by Angela Jay
We hold regular Erev Shabbat Services on the 2nd and 
4th Friday of each month at 7pm at The Friends Meeting 
House, Wish Road, Eastbourne. 

Our Beit Chaverim Friendship Club holds a regular Coffee 
Morning at The Hydro Hotel, Eastbourne on the 1st 
Wednesday of each month at 11am in the Garden Room 
(The Conservatory). 

Both venues are accessible to disabled persons and all 
can be assured of a very warm welcome.

Enquiries to the Administrator on 01323 725650 or email 
at EPJCONG@AOL.COM 

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation 
by Manny Godfrey
Forty-five people enjoyed a wonderful Kiddush after the 
service on Saturday, 1st August when we celebrated the 
birthdays of President, Menashe Harounoff-Cohen and 
Security Officer Sally Brown. Guests included members 
of the Hastings & District Jewish Society, Geoffrey Smith, 
Director of the Christian Friends of Israel and visitors 
from Cambridge and London.

Klezmer Concert and Tea in Eastbourne
Sunday 13th September
On Sunday 13 September Eastbourne Jewish Social Scene 
(EJSS) are delighted to present the internationally acclaimed 
duo, Merlin and Polina Shepherd who will be performing for 
us at the WRVS centre in Eastbourne. They are amongst 
the world’s leading players of traditional East European 
Klezmer-style music and are a treat not to be missed. 

Merlin Shepherd is a renowned clarinet and saxophone 
player. He has been Musical Director for the Royal National 
and Shakespeare Globe Theatres as well as music 
co-ordinator for Klezcamp and Klezfest London. Merlin 
has also taught at Klezfest in St Petersburg, Ukraine and 
Klezkanada. 

Polina Shepherd is a composer, singer and pianist She was 
also the foremost Yiddish choir leader in the former Soviet 
Union and currently directs the Chutzpah Choir at Ralli Hall. 
She works as the live accompanist to rare black and white 
films. Her songs and music for choirs, vocal groups and 
Jewish Theatre are performed in various places around the 
world.

Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity to see this amazing and 
talented couple in action. Our event is from 3pm to 5pm on 
Sunday 13th September and includes another scrumptious 
tea. Tickets are only £6.00 and can be obtained in advance 
from Claudy 01323 521283 or Sharon 01323 733868.

Community life

High Holy Day Services Around 
the County
Bexhill & District Jewish Friends will be meeting in 
the evening on Friday 18 September (Erev Rosh 
Hashanah), and this will be followed by a fully catered 
salmon buffet.

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation will be holding 
services for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Succot, 
Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah.

For both days of Rosh Hashanah, morning services 
commence at 10.00 am on Shabbat, 19 September 
and Sunday 20 September. Morning services will also 
commence at 10.00 am on Shabbat, 26 September.

On Yom Kippur, the fast begins at 6.15 pm on Sunday 
27 September with Kol Nidre services commencing at 
6.45 pm. On Monday 28 September services for the 
entire day commence at 10.00 am.

We will also hold morning services for Succot on 
Shabbat, 3 October from 10.00 am. Morning services 

on Shemini Atzeret will commence at 10.00 am on 
Shabbat, 10 October and will be followed by Yizkor. 
Later that day we will celebrate Simchat Torah with 
the evening service beginning at 6.30 pm.

Eastbourne Progressive Congregation is delighted 
to announce that Rabbi Monique Mayer will be 
leading this year’s High Holy Day Services which will 
be held at The Friends Meeting House, Wish Road, 
Eastbourne. All are welcome. Unfortunately, for 
security reasons admission is by ticket only @ £20 per 
person (non-members). 

Rosh Hashanah Services will commence at 7.00 
pm on Friday 18th September and at 10.00 am on 
Saturday 19th September.

Yom Kippur Services will commence at 7.00 pm on 
Sunday 27th September and at 10.00 am on Monday 
28th September.

Hastings & District Jewish Society - For information 
regarding High Holy Day Services, please contact 
Frank at the Society on 07743 99 22 95.
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Stanley Jackson (1931-2009)
by Graeme, Paul and Beverley
Stanley Jackson died suddenly of a heart attack on June 
18 in Brighton; he was 77. 

Stanley was born in London on November 27, 1931 
within the sound of Bow Bells. So, despite being such 
a true Brightonian, he was also proud to call himself 
an official Cockney. His parents came to England as 
teenagers: his mother from Rumania, his father (born 
Buscovitch) from Lithuania. As a baby, Stanley had 
breathing difficulties and a doctor advised the family, 
which included his two elder sisters, Sally and Jean, to 
move to the seaside. 

He worked in the family estate agency, B. Jackson & Co. 
This was the beginning of his acquiring a remarkable 
knowledge about the architecture and history of 
Brighton and Hove, some of which found its way into 
articles in this magazine.

Stanley was a member of the Maccabi Youth Club where he 
took part in musicals and played table tennis. It was there 
he met June and in 1954, they married. We, their children, 
Graeme, Paul and Beverley, came along a few years later.

Dad was very much a community man and sat on many 
committees. He was a member of the Jewish Welfare 
Board, a founder of Ralli Hall – later appearing in the 
musicals there – and an active member of the Brighton 
and Hove Youth Trust, to name a few. 

He, like his father, was a member of Middle Street 
Synagogue, where he loved to sing and his love of music 
infused our childhoods – everything from classical music 
to big band jazz (not much beyond the 1970s though!).

Over the years, he had developed an interest in stamps. 
In mid-life, he left the family business and went to 
work for Stanley Gibbons in London as an expert in the 
stamps of the Middle East.

In the mid-1980s, Stanley and June separated. A few 
years later, he married Joy (formerly Franks), a long-
time friend, with whom he enjoyed many years. Joy’s 
death last year, after a long illness, left Dad bereft.

With our families spread around the world, Dad was our 
personal “Facebook” phoning us all every Friday, keeping 
us up to date on what was going on in our respective 
hemispheres. Stanley is greatly missed by his eight 
grand/step-grandchildren, step-daughter Judy, sister 
Sally and family, and by the three of us. The stone-
setting is planned for January 3, 2010.

Hastings and District Jewish Society
by Claudette Woolfson
At our last Friday night meeting Frank gave us a 
most interesting talk on the history of Zionism, and in 
particular its origins as a movement dating back to the 
19th century. On Friday September 4th our speaker will 
be Jo Oliver from the Association of Carers in Hastings.

Mazel tov to Stella Harris on the Bar Mitzvah of her 
grandson Daniel. The Society presented Daniel with a 
lovely illustrated book about Israel. A hearty mazel tov 
also to Menashe Harounof, President of the Eastbourne 
Hebrew Congregation, who recently celebrated his 
86th birthday. Members of the Society joined him (and 
Sally Brown, who had a less significant birthday!) for a 
wonderful service and kiddush in Eastbourne.

The annual Coalition of Christians & Jews Garden Party 
was held on August 2nd in Hastings. The weather was 
sunny and warm so everybody was able to sit outside 
and enjoy a lovely afternoon. Many thanks to all the 
volunteers from both the CCJ and the Society who worked 
hard to make this event a success. For all enquiries please 
contact the Society on 07743 992295 or write to HDJS, 
PO Box 74, Bexhill, East Sussex, TN39 4ZZ

Bexhill & District Jewish Friends
by Bernice Lee
Our last meeting was held on Friday 17th, July, and all 
members present had a very pleasant evening. The lady 
members spent a delightful afternoon in the beautiful 
surroundings of the garden at the home of Iris and 
Stanley Goldklang, where all ladies enjoyed a delicious 
afternoon tea.

Our next ladies afternoon tea will be held at the 
Eastbourne home of Eve and Rick Edwards, starting 
at 2 pm on Wednesday, 9th September. For further 
information about Bexhill Jewish Friends and their 
activities, phone 0772 472 880.
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FIRST BIRTHDAY FOR 
HELPING HANDS BUS
as told to Janice Greenwood
I can’t believe that I’m a year old 
already. I’ve already clocked up 
nearly eight thousand miles and 
everybody comments on how 

well I’m keeping my looks and always looking so spick 
and span. Most of my trips are taking and fetching 
people to Ralli Hall for the luncheon club, to the Reform 
Shul for their monthly teas and to the Mark Luck 
Hall for the Helping Hands teas. I tell you, you’d be 
surprised at some of the conversations that the elders 
of our community have, but I must keep to the law of 
confidentiality so – no names no pack drill. Ferrying 
people to and from Roedean for the Brighton Limmud 
was great fun. How I boasted to the other buses in the 
garage – I had been to ROEDEAN!!

I also take people on private trips. My first outing was 
to an 80th Birthday Party out in the country. Everything 
went fine until we drove up to a house with balloons 
outside, which we’d been looking out for, and just as 
everybody was about to pile out we were told it was the 
wrong house. So all the passengers had to get back in 
their seats and strap themselves in again. All my drivers 
are very fussy (bossy?) and won’t so much as turn 
on the engine until everybody is strapped in. Another 
fun trip was when a lady, to celebrate her birthday, 
took a group of her friends on a trip round Brighton & 
Hove and then to a cream tea. I took a group of ex-
Servicemen and women from AJEX up to London for 
the Jewish Remembrance Service in Whitehall. A local 
couple’s daughter is an actress and when she was 
appearing in Eastbourne they asked if I would take a 
group of their friends to see her performance. 

I was very proud when Liz, Sarah and Liz booked me to 
take a group up to Nightingale House for the day. They 
had a lovely day and what made it especially nice was 
that they got to see one of our Patrons, Esther Rosen, 
who was thrilled at seeing me as she hadn’t been able 
to make the inaugural celebrations. A group of eleven 
ladies meet in each other’s homes for lunch on a 
monthly basis. They all make a donation to The Martlets 
Hospice and once a year they go out for lunch, so that 
was another country trip. One trip cost me some beauty 
sleep, I took a team of golfers to Gatwick as they were 
flying off somewhere to play in a tournament, then I 
went and collected them at goodness knows what time 
of night. 

I really enjoy riding around the town. People wave at 
me. I don’t always know who they are but I guess they 
had something to do with raising the money to buy me. 
All my drivers are well trained and experienced; they 
have to take a special road test every four years which 
is very stringent. Please don’t stop making donations, 
I hope to have a brother or sister soon, but it’s all up 
to you. If you want to use me all you have to do is 
phone the Helping Hands Bus Line on 701467 or e-mail 
hhbusline@googlemail.com

If you would like to go the grounds before the Hagim 
and need a lift, Helping Hands are arranging visits 
to Old Shoreham Road Cemetery on Sunday 6th 
September and to Meadow View Cemetery on Sunday 
13th September Please call Helping hands 
on 747722 to book transport.

Remembering George Conway
by Aubrey Cole, Branch Chairman
AJEX Brighton & Hove
July 27th was a sad day for many - it was the day that 
George Conway died. George had been an essential 
part of AJEX for many years; as committee member, his 
welfare and defence work and Vice Chairman. He was 
deservedly elected Vice- President of the Branch. George 
was always the life and soul of the party - always with a 
hilarious Yiddisher joke - not necessarily new! This was 
ideal when we made welfare visits.

When his illnesses took hold of George he had to give 
up active service with AJEX, but he always maintained 
his interest in it. From then on his life was one of 
continual treatments at home and frequent visits 
- sometimes emergencies - to hospital. He took all this 
in his stride. Whenever I phoned him he might be up or 
down medically, but his spirit never changed - it always 
remained high.

We were all delighted when George managed to come 
to our tea quiz on 14th June.

George Conway was truly a fine man. He will be 
remembered by many with great affection.
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AJEX
by Judy Gabriel, PRO Ajex Brighton & Hove
Aubrey Cole, Bert Gabriel and myself were honoured to 
represent AJEX at the funeral of Henry Allingham at St 
Nicholas of Myra Parish Church on July 30th. We were 
fortunate to have a bright sunny day, and to see the 
coffin carried through the Standards representing all Her 
Majesty’s forces, plus the British Legion and local and 
Surrey Police. Of course the AJEX Standard, carried by 
our National Standard Bearer Leslie Sutton, was a truly 
moving sight and a wonderful and deserving tribute to 
this dear man. 

Also present were HRH The Duchess of Gloucester, 
Patron of the World War One Veterans’ Association, The 
Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor of Brighton & Hove and our Vice Chairman 
from London Dr.Arnold Phelops 

It was heartwarming to see so many people there to 
pay their respects, all ages gathered together, and once 
the service began, at which family and those invited 
attended, everyone waited to see the procession make 
it’s final journey. A brief stop, at which the Last Post 
was sounded, was followed by one minute’s silence then 
Reveille and the Church bell tolled (113 times). Just as 
everyone started to leave, a fly-past of World War One 
Aircraft circled the Church, including the one that Henry 
himself flew when in the Fleet Air Arm. He would have 
loved it!

Police and the Community
by Yael Breuer
Representatives of Sussex Police joined the Sussex 
Jewish Rep Council at a recent meeting, to discuss the 
relationship between the Jewish community and the 
police. Detective Chief Inspector Nev Kemp, who is 
himself Jewish and who used to take Hebrew lessons in 
Brighton before his parents moved to Israel some years 
ago, explained that Sussex Police representatives are 
holding regular meetings with various ethnic minority 
groups, and emphasized the importance of a viable 
dialogue between the Jewish community and the 
police. He praised the work of the CST and encouraged 
community members to involve the police more with 
reports on incidents of antisemitic nature and any 
other concerns of safety. He added that in relatively 
minor incidents, even when it is not possible to find the 
culprits, any information passed on to the police would 
contribute to the build-up of intelligence that will, in 
turn, help support the community.

Worthing & District Jewish Community
by Barbara Gordon
Well, summer has finally come to Worthing, and our 
annual garden party was held on a warm afternoon with 
our usual sumptuous strawberry cream tea. We were 
particularly delighted to welcome two gentlemen who 
had made a special journey to be with us. They were 
two of the eleven children of the Kindertransport who 
had been brought to Worthing. Vernon showed us the 
book given to him for his bar mitzvah in 1942 inscribed 
as being from Worthing Synagogue. He also brought 
along a 1949 magazine from the Worthing Jewish Youth 
Group containing fourteen pages of fascinating articles. 
We very much hope that these two gentlemen will be 
able to visit us again.

After talking about it for ages, we finally arranged a 
group outing for our members thanks to Roger Berlin. 
We filled the coach and went to visit Portsmouth 
Synagogue. This is one of the oldest Jewish communities 
in the British Isles and a shul has been there for over 
200 years. The present one was built in 1936 when the 
community purchased a large house and built the shul 
in the garden incorporating many of the features of the 
original shul. Portsmouth, like so many of our outreach 
communities, is suffering from lack of members and 
they haven’t had a cheder or bat/bar mitzvah for many 
years. But they do have a magnificent synagogue and 
we were grateful for their warm welcome.

Unfortunately this summer hasn’t been all good in 
Worthing. We have recently had the sad deaths of 
two of our most valued members – David Josephs and 
Barbara Pinto and we extend sincere condolences to 
Estelle and Ed.

Future functions: Monday 14th September at 2.00 pm 
– AGM when we are delighted to welcome Rabbi Pesach 
Efune back for a return visit. For further information 
contact 01903 779 720.

Connection, Continuity and Community
British Jewish Women Speak Out
The 2009 Women’s Review has been published by 
The Board of Deputies of British Jews. 

It is available for download on the Board of Deputies 
website at www.bod.org.uk (click on Publications). 

Hard copies may be requested by calling Lillian 
Bennett at the Board of Deputies on 020 7543 5400.
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Betty Sharpe: celebrating 100 years
by Victor Sharpe
As a very young girl, Betty Sharpe remembers standing 
with her mother near Black Friars Lane in London’s East 
End watching as a Zeppelin flew overhead during the 
First World War. Now, many years later, Betty has just 
celebrated her 100th birthday in Hove surrounded by 
close family and friends. Other family members sent 
greetings and flowers from around the world, including 
Spain, Israel and the United States. Among the many 
birthday cards was one from HM the Queen, which took 
pride of place. 

Betty came to Hove as a newly-married bride in the 
mid-1930s when her husband, Sydney Sharpe, was 
appointed musical director of the orchestra at the 
Brighton Hippodrome. After seeing service during World 
War Two, Sydney returned to Hove and took up the 
baton again at the Hippodrome where he remained for 
well over thirty years before retiring and sadly passing 
away nearly thirty years ago. Betty loves to show visitors 
the pictures she has of her beloved Syd with the family, 
as well as those photos taken at the many concerts 
which she attended at the Hove bandstand, at the 
Plummer Roddis department store, and at the Jewish 
charity functions at which his orchestra played . 

Sydney and Betty were among the founding members 
of the Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue and Betty is 
the synagogue’s longest surviving congregant. But if you 
ask Betty for one of her earliest childhood memories, 
she will proudly tell you that she was a member of the 
Second South Stepney Forget-Me-Not girl guide troop 
- a far happier experience than watching with horror 
all those years ago as the menacing German dirigible 
hovered overhead.

Victor Sharpe is a freelance writer and author of 
Politicide: The attempted murder of the Jewish state. 

Brighton & Hove JTrail Roadshow:
an open invitation 
by Phillip Kiberd 
The aim of the Brighton & Hove JTrail project is to 
create a trail linking sites of Jewish interest that can 
promote the area’s Jewish heritage to Jewish and non-
Jewish audiences and can sit alongside existing city 
tours as a viable tourism and educational experience.

JTrails is working with Brighton History Centre, part of 
Brighton Museums and Libraries, situated on the first 
floor of Brighton Museum & Art Gallery in the Pavilion 
Gardens and will launch the trail at the History Centre 
in 2010. JTrails aims to present stories and memories, 
with the consent of contributors, provided by the local 
community in an exhibition at the launch, which will also 
be on show at Ralli Hall during the Brighton Festival in 
May 2010.

To learn more about the project and to view progress 
on the tour and get a chance to see some of the 
memories collected JTrails is holding a ‘roadshow’ event 
at Ralli Hall on November 29, 12 noon-4.00 pm. 
JTrails extends an open invitation to the Brighton & 
Hove Jewish community to come along and see what’s 
happened so far; what’s planned and what else we’d like 
to know. The 29 November roadshow will also feature 
a selection of boards from other JTrail projects and 
will provide an opportunity for individuals to add their 
own story or memory; bring in an old photograph or 
document to share with the project or suggest additional 
Jewish locations in Brighton & Hove to include in the 
final trail. Further events are planned for January and 
March 2010 before the trail launch in May 2010.

For more information on JTrails or to contribute a story 
or memory visit our website at www.jtrails.org.uk ; email 
– jtrailsoutreach@hotmail.co.uk or write to JTrails c/o 
Oxford Centre for Hebrew & Jewish Studies, Yarnton 
Manor, Yarnton, Kidlington, Oxfordshire, OX5 1PY. We 
also have a project page at Sussex Jewish Online which 
we will be using to update progress on the project over 
the coming months. 

Wednesday 16 November
European Day of Jewish Culture and Heritage
JTrails Heritage Tour of Jewish Brighton, 2.00pm

This is a trial run (approx 1 hour) for the tour that is to be launched 
next year. Everyone welcome, but please advise www.jtrails.org.uk 
(then go to contact us) beforehand. Meet outside Brighton Railway 
Station, Queens Road.
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Sussex Jewish 
Community Care
The idea of Sussex 
Jewish Community 
Care (SJCC) started 

approximately eighteen months ago following agreement 
about the need for a forum across all of the Sussex 
Jewish care organisations consisting of Helping Hands, 
the Jewish Welfare Board, Brighton & Hove Jewish 
Housing Association, Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club, 
Hyman Fine House (Jewish Care), the Brighton & Hove 
Jewish Centre, Sarid, the Monday Club, Jewish Care, 
Jewish Women’s Aid, AJEX, the Mother & Toddler Group 
(now JTots), Sussex Tikvah and all of the synagogues.

SJCC acts as an umbrella body for care across the entire 
community. Our mission is to provide care across the 
Jewish community. The independence of the constituent 
organisations will be maintained whilst they will gain 
the advantage of being part of a co-ordinated approach 
which enhances support and shares the valuable 
experience of all of the individuals.

Our ultimate aim is to facilitate the provision of first 
class care within our community as we are becoming 
more aware that we all need to work with each other 
to identify common needs and concerns, to enhance 
the lives of Jewish individuals living in Sussex, and 
to support anyone within the Jewish community with 
a specific need. We also want to be able to identify 
common issues for member organisations in providing 
services and to work jointly to address those issues, 
as well as identifying hidden situations within the 
community and work together to support people 
affected by them. For member organisations, we will 
offer further training and support for volunteers which 
will benefit the whole Jewish community.

SJCC is facilitated by Sonia Douek, Head of Community 
Development and Family Carers at Jewish Care and 
co-chaired by Sarah Wilks of Helping Hands and Fiona 
Sharpe of the Jewish Welfare Board. As with all new 
organisations we have evolved and changed and are now 
far nearer in our aim for co-ordinated community care.

In this month’s issue of Sussex Jewish News is 
our directory with contact information of the main 
organisations involved with Sussex Jewish Community 
Care. The aim is for this leaflet to reach the wider 
community by distribution to doctors’ surgeries, 
hospitals, libraries, coffee shops etc. We want to reach 
every Jewish person in Sussex who needs any of the 
services provided by our organisations.

Working and playing together across the 
divide by Yaron Jackson, aged 12
Rosh Hay’im, Israel
This summer I came to Brighton on my own to have a 
holiday with my grandma, June. We were invited out to 
some of her friends for Friday night dinner. It was very 
nice and we chatted a lot. The friends around the table 
asked me about my life in Israel and especially about my 
school.

They were so interested when I told them about the 
project that we had at our school where Arab children 
from the nearby village, Kfar Qedem, came to our 
school. At the beginning, we were very wary of each 
other and kept ourselves to ourselves, but as the days 
went by, we became friendly and we all realised that we 
are not as different as we thought. By the end of the 
week, after lessons about each others’ culture and team 
games, the week was a big success.

Sussex Jewish Representative Council
On 22 July 2009, the Sussex Jewish Representative 
Council wrote to Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks 
following his appointment as a life peer.

On behalf of the Sussex Jewish Representative Council, I 
would like to pass on to you our hearty congratulations on 
your recent appointment to the House of Lords.

We wish you well in your continuing work on behalf of the UK 
Jewish community.

On 27 July 2009, the Sussex Jewish Representative 
Council received the following reply:

Thank you so much for your kind letter about the peerage. 
Elaine and I really appreciated your writing and we were 
touched by the warmth of your words.

We know that the honour belongs in large measure to the 
respect in which the Jewish community, and Judaism itself, are 
held, and that too has given us great delight.

These are challenging times for the Jewish community, for 
Britain, and for the world, and it’s a privilege to have a voice 
in the conversation about our shared future.

Thanks again, and may all you do be blessed.

Treasurer Sought
Irvyn Isaacs has carried out the role of Treasurer of 
the Sussex Jewish Representative Council for a number 
of years and wishes to step down at the next Annual 
General Meeting. Responses from volunteers wishing 
to succeed Irvyn are invited from the community. 
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Back from the brink

Back from the Brink
by Dr. T. Scarlett Epstein OBE
We live in times of unscrupulous profiteers and chasms 
of moral decay. We have our champions of justice and 
people of compassion. Looking back to the plight of the 
Jews caught in the grip of Hitler’s wrath, we find not 
only many villains, but also many unsung heroes. 

Back from the Brink is a film documentary in the 
course of production which highlights the plight of four 
European Jews hanging on to their lives by a thread and 
their harrowing experiences of being just steps away 
from death at the hands of the Nazis. 

All four are saved, brought back from the brink, not by 
chance or by luck, but through the selfless compassion 
and moral courage of non-Jews. The four tell their 
stories as if the events had happened just yesterday and 
all four are still amazed that others were willing risk their 
own lives to save them. To our knowledge, such a film 
has never before been made.

The producers of the film are Ric Wasserman and 
Scarlett Epstein and we have been given a modest grant 
from the Austrian authorities to make this documentary, 
but another £23,000.00 is needed so that it can be 
completed. Ric Wasserman is a well-known documentary 
film director who has also worked with the Steven 
Spielberg Shoah Foundation as a cinematographer. 

One of our goals is to show Back from the Brink to an 
international television audience, with special emphasis 
on the annual National Holocaust Memorial Day events, 

thus promoting a more humane world society. Through 
the initial grant from Austria, we, the producers are pretty 
well assured of European-wide distribution. But we have 
a wider vision - to instil courage and conviction into the 
people who see this film. The Shoah Foundation has also 
promised to help with its world-wide distribution.

Although there are many video archives of survivor 
interviews providing valuable tools for research, we want 
to go that one step further. With these stories we want to 
highlight the moral obligation on ourselves as Jews and 
on all other faiths throughout the world to reach out and 
support the persecuted minorities, whatever their faiths or 
beliefs, in order to affirm our own faith in humanity. 

Sadly we are all aware of the horrors of the Holocaust 
and those who perpetrated those dreadful events. 
However, we must also give praise to those brave 
people who risked their own lives to save Jews and this 
bravery, highlighted in our film, should inspire and set 
an example for future generations to do the same if they 
are called upon to do so. 

We are confident that the Jewish communities will 
appreciate the special features of our venture and will 
support our work in making this film, thus allowing us to tell 
these important stories so that we can make our tribute to 
those unsung heroes for their unflinching bravery, a reality. 

To provide support for this venture or for more 
information, please write to me at 5 Viceroy Lodge, 
Kingsway, Hove BN3 4RA or contact me on 01273 
735151 or by e-mail at scarlett@epstein.net.
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13 Spotlight on...
Kristallnacht

The Kristallnacht as Symbolic Turning Point 
in Nazi Rule by Professor Emanuel Marx
The Kristallnacht of November 9-10, 1938 was both a 
carnival and a complex ritual pregnant with meaning. 
A noisy and rowdy public display that broke the stern 
and demanding routine of the regular “Aryan” German 
citizens, participants were permitted to derive pleasure 
from the suffering and death of others to still their own 
fear of disorder and death. The pogrom sent out three 
intertwined symbolic messages. 

First, it was a turning point in the relations between 
Germany and the world. Until that day, after each 
conquest the Nazis reassured the world that they would 
refrain from further demands. From now on, the Nazis 
would freely develop and pursue grandiose political 
projects and the founding of a colonial empire, without 
concern for what the world thought of them. 

Secondly, it demonstrated the Nazi state’s complete 
subjugation and degradation of its Aryan citizens. It 
regulated their lives to the point where it could permit 
them to commit excesses without fear of losing control. 
From now on, it would drop all remaining moral restraints, 
and exploit and maltreat them almost like the non-Aryans. 
Aryans would no longer be treated as individuals, but as 
expendable units of production or fighting. Men would 
be sent to their deaths in the various war zones. Women 
would be exploited as workers and mothers of successive 
generations of soldiers. If any German could or would 
not work, fight or otherwise serve the purposes of their 
masters they would be imprisoned or eliminated.

Thirdly, Jews would no longer be encouraged to 
emigrate from Germany, and would be dealt with more 
harshly. The Nazis expropriated Jewish property, then 
deported them to the East, and finally exterminated 
them by forced labour and outright murder.

Peter Marson BSc MC Optom
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Interesting 
summer reading

This summer offered some interesting reading material. 
Outliers: The Story of Success and The Israel Test 
are different in subject, but they have some common 
threads. In addition, both books inadvertently adopt a 
similar structure in that the final chapter in each book 
adapts the author’s lessons to his own personal past.

Outliers: The 
Story of Success
Malcolm Gladwell
Penguin Books, 320 pages
Truth told, I was a little 
sceptical about Malcolm 
Gladwell. Friends have 
recommended The Tipping 
Point and Blink, his previous 
works, with what seemed 
almost a cultish fervour from 
which I have always felt 

compelled to keep away. I was given a copy of Outliers: The 
Story of Success by a friend who said that the book is a series 
of true stories that are engagingly told. Again, I hesitated. 
After reading the introduction, I was hooked.

Gladwell’s writing style makes complex subjects readily 
comprehensible and enjoyable. The chapters are about 
diverse subjects, including sportsmen, classical musicians, 
Jewish immigration, Chinese numbering, education 
systems, school holidays and more. Some were more 
interesting than others, but all worked together to prove 
the central thesis that success is not about talent alone, 
but about talent, circumstance and luck. 

One outstanding chapter outlined the 10,000 hour rule, 
the practising time necessary to become an expert 
in any field. However, the genius in Gladwell’s book 
was looking at The Beatles and Bill Gates, two clear 
examples of individuals achieving their 10,000 hours 
at an early age and then using their skills to set their 
profession and even the world on fire. The information 
on Bill Gates alone helps to understand why the 
Microsoft founder has deserved his success. 

On education, Gladwell looks at the Ivy League and Oxbridge 
universities and asks what they should do when all of the 
applicants are geniuses. The answer makes perfect sense. 
The chapter on the links between ethnicity, obedience to 
authority and plane crashes was particularly interesting.

Outliers is a wonderful book filled with engrossing 
narratives and information that prove a slogan in an 
old television advert in Canada: it takes twenty years to 
become an overnight success.

The Israel Test
George Gilder
Richard Vigilante Books, 
320 pages

George Gilder is a free 
market economist whose 
books over the past 
thirty years have been 
exceedingly influential 
in the West. Again, this 
is a book that is easy to 
read, despite its complex 
subject matter and biases 

for which Gilder is unashamed and unapologetic. It 
is also filled with a lot of information that is of great 
assistance in understanding a difficult issue.

The Israel Test begins with Gilder using the State of Israel 
as a marker, a test for all nations on Earth to determine who 
and what they stand for. A supply side capitalist, he looks at 
the historical issues of antisemitism from a socio-economic 
and secular perspective and arrives at an interesting theory. 
Importantly, he looks at other examples of racial persecution 
for exactly the same reason. It is a compelling argument 
that also acknowledges the mutability of antisemitism as it 
morphs into current-day anti-Zionism. 

The book then examines the impact of government 
redistribution of wealth. It is not pretty reading, particularly 
for those favour economic redistribution, within the context 
of Israel and the Palestinian territories from 1948 to present. 
Divided into three periods, it leads to some interesting 
conclusions about the prospects for peace in the Middle East.

The last third of the book deals with an historical 
Israel Test. Looking at Israeli economic policies from 
1948 and its origins in the labour movement, Gilder 
points out that for its first fifty years, the modern state 
failed its own Israel Test. How things turned around 
for Israel – include examinations on the importance of 
professional immigration from Russia and how Israel 
became a leader in technology development. Both are 
striking tales, but not as interesting as the final chapter, 
where Gilder outlines how as young man he failed his 
own Israel Test. It is an uncomfortable tale.

The Israel Test is, in some ways, a paean to a country 
that has survived and prepares to continue to survive. 
That is something that Gilder admires and hopes will 
continue for the future with the support of nations who 
will join in a fight for what is right. 
by David Seidel
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16 Travel
Sailing, sailing, 
over the Baltic Sea
by Diane Joseph

When we arrived at our airport hotel on 4th 
June, the night before our early-morning flight to 
Copenhagen, so too did guests for an Orthodox 
wedding. In fact a chuppah had been erected 
outside. We considered mingling with the guests 
and partaking of the reception but didn’t think I 
would be welcomed in trousers. 

Copenhagen, Denmark
We flew to Copenhagen and had a half-hour coach ride 
to the docks to board the ship for a Baltic cruise. The 
Emerald Princess is the largest ship we have been on 
with about 3,400 passengers and 1227 crew, There was 
a new show every other day and entertainers in many of 
the bars. We had a tour back stage and were amazed to 
see a moving clothes rack in the dressing room and the 
wardrobe as high as three decks. A show is mounted in 
Los Angeles every three years at a cost of two million 
dollars and after a season on one ship it goes on to 
another.

Stockholm, Sweden
Sweden is a country made up of 14,000 islands, so it 
can be very treacherous sailing to it. There are small 
and even smaller islands necessitating three pilots to 
show ships the way, many of these islands having a 
small lighthouse on them. There are fourteen islands in 
Stockholm, which are reached via fourteen bridges, a bit 
like Spaghetti Junction in Birmingham! We went on a 2 
hour coach trip and saw all points of interest, the Palace, 
House of Parliament etc. It is unbelievably hilly but very 
clean, not one piece of paper or plastic to be seen, just 
like the UK! 

The country is preparing for the wedding of the King 
and Queen’s daughter, who has been engaged to a 
commoner for the seven years it has taken the Royal 
couple and parliament to agree that the 33 year-old 
princess can marry him. We saw the house of Nobel, he 
of the Peace Prize, who, you will remember, developed 
dynamite but while experimenting he unfortunately blew 
up the house, killing his twenty year old brother. 

We heard the same complaint in all the Scandinavian 
countries: warmer winters. They used to have thick 
snow and ice; even the sea froze but in the last year 
or two this has scarcely happened. Our first day’s 
tour ended with the excitement of passengers on the 
balconies cheering and applauding as 3 latecomers just 
made it before the ship sailed.

Helsinki, Finland
At midnight it was still light, although the sun was 
starting to set. I got up at 2.30am and I took a 
beautiful photo of the sun high in the sky, a liner sailing 
underneath and the reflection of the sun continuing on 
the other side of the ship. Unlike Stockholm, where from 
the ship you can see numerous hills, Helsinki is flat, 
although there are also many little rocks. The Swedes 
annexed Finland in the 13th century and in the 17th 
century it passed from Sweden to Russia by treaty. The 
Finns are considered some of the world’s best soldiers 
and during the winter of 1939 – 1940 little Finland, with 
only four million people, held back the might of the 
Soviet Union and was even able to counter-attack. 

In Sibelius Park there is a huge monument in stainless 
steel honouring John Sibelius, a great nationalistic 
composer who helped keep the ethnic consciousness 
alive. This monument is made up of six hundred tubes 
with openings at the top and bottom of each tube. 
During the Russian period it was illegal to play Finlandia 
and some of his other compositions because of the 
patriotic stirring that it prompted in the Finns. 

Helsinki is built on granite of all different colours and 
we went into a very modern Lutheran church, Lutheran 
being the main religion of Scandinavians. Schooling 
is free up to the age of 18 but then they only pay for 
the books, not the tuition. With regard to health, there 
are private schemes but with non-private they pay 20 
Euros a visit to the doctor. (We were not told about 
visits to the hospital and operations.) There is a very big 
department store called Stockman which brags about 
being the biggest store in the world, however the guide 
disagreed with this. Stockman has a motto: ‘If we don’t 
have it then you don’t need it’!!

St. Petersburg, Russia
In 1703 Peter the Great had no ill feelings against 
the Jews – the first Jews in Russia were converted 
Portuguese. Peter’s motto was ‘if a person has been 
baptised or circumcised it’s all the same to me as long 
as they do their job’. In 1742, some years after Peter’s 
death, all Jews were deported unless they agreed to 
become Russian Orthodox - only 142 Jews remained 
in St. Petersburg. In the 1760’s Catherine the Great 
annexed part of Poland, Lithuania and Belarus and they 
became part of Russia. Hundreds more Jews thus came 
to St. Petersburg but as they were not allowed to live in 
the centre they were put into fifteen districts outside St. 
Petersburg. 
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Alexander the First assimilated Jews through education 
and in 1804 allowed them to go beyond settlements to 
work and live. There were about 400 by 1825. Yet again 
the tide turned as there was a list of Jews who were 
deported who did not have an occupation. Hundreds 
were deported to convict labour camps, which left only 
29. These were soldiers, doctors, nurses, and dentists 
who worked at the Imperial Court. Others who remained 
were converted. We took photos of St. Isaacs Church 
and the statues of Rimsky Korsakov and Blinka, the 
composer.

The purpose of our visit to St. Petersburg was to visit 
the Grand Choral Synagogue. Alexander the Second 
allowed Jews to construct the Grand Choral Synagogue, 
whose foundation date is considered to be 1 April 
1802, but it took years to get permission because they 
couldn’t erect one near Orthodox Churches - the ‘nimby’ 
effect. The history of the St. Petersburg Jewish Religious 
Community dates back over 200 years. There are 
90,000 Jews in the USSR, 1300 belonging to the Grand 
Choral Synagogue, known as the second Jerusalem. The 
amazing thing is that the shul was never damaged in 
WW11 – a bomb hit one Shabbos morning but there was 
no damage and no one was hurt – Divine Intervention! 
There are 7 Sephardi and Georgian families and 150 
Ashkenazi families worshipping in the main Synagogue. 
About 100 Lubavitch, whose Rabbi comes from 
Brooklyn, worship in one side room and the rest in the 
other side room. 

When we arrived we were taken to the Le Chaim kosher 
restaurant where we had a very nice four course meal, 
but the waiters thought they were in the day centre 
where I had worked for years, because almost before 
you had put your cutlery down they snatched the plate 
away. We had a fit of the giggles as the waiter shushed 
me! We were then ushered into the main synagogue 
which was beautiful, and greeted by Cantor Gregory 
Yakerson, a charming and eloquent young man who had 
studied in America. He firstly gave us a talk on the shul 
and gave us many facts and figures. 

In early 2000 an American philanthropist Edmond 
Safra spent zillions of dollars refurbishing the shul. On 
this site, as I mentioned, there is a restaurant which 
doubles as a soup kitchen feeding 60 poor people 
daily, a day centre for elderly people where Yiddish 
lessons are given, five Hebrew classes, a mikvah, and 
another building erected by ORT in 1880. The upkeep 

of all these buildings is supported by different Jewish 
organisations and very wealthy businessmen. There is 
no membership fee or burial society fee but if they want 
to give, they give. They have a Shochet and a Mohel 
and the Cantor made a joke about not mixing up the 
two! There is also a souvenir shop called Kosher, selling 
Judaica, memorabilia, packets of kosher food available 
in the UK and would you believe, a wurst at £10!! There 
were also the Russian bubba dolls that fit into each 
other, and items of silver, all expensive. 

Only a quota of about 5% of Jewish students may go to 
university. Jews are tolerated: there is no discrimination 
from the state but there are odd cases of intolerance. 
Intermarriage is at 90% but the Rabbi will accept 
children of mixed marriages into the Jewish schools. 
There is no such thing as a get. They have five scrolls, 
one original one from Lithuania which is about 100 years 
old, rather tattered, which the Cantor felt was no longer 
kosher, so they use the other modern scrolls.

In the summer the sun doesn’t really set, although it 
does start to get darker at about 11pm but as that is 
too late, they bring Shabbat forward to about 9.20pm. 
It doesn’t go out until about 3.00am Sunday morning. 
In the winter Shabbat comes in about 3.00pm as in 
England.

At the end of the talk the Cantor answered questions 
and then was joined by a pianist and clarinettist. He 
then thrilled us all, singing songs in Yiddish, Hebrew and 
Russian, giving me goose pimples. He sang Tumbala and 
asked everyone to join in. Those that knew the words 
sang them and we illiterates who didn’t la-la’d but it 
was beautiful. I whispered to John that he could be an 
opera singer. When we eventually left, the guide pointed 
out the Opera House and said that is where the Cantor 
worked!!!

He showed us the Wedding Chapel – the whole room 
is the chuppah. There is a white covered chair under 
a small canopy for the bride to sit on and he pointed 
out the ornate domed roof: all the wedding guests are 
under the chuppah and take part in the ceremony. We 
also went upstairs into a very small synagogue where 
daily prayers are said – the notice read ‘Only Men and 
Tourists’!! I noticed two charity boxes on a shelf which 
were screwed down.

This 10-day tour lived up to all expectations and was the 
highlight of the cruise for us.
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Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple 
(The Female Version) 
by Stephanie Megitt

Incisor’s outdoor production of this time-honoured 
classic was an outstanding achievement. If anyone, and 
I must confess I was one, thought that nothing could 
come close to the film with the revered Walther Matthau 
and Jack Lemmon, they would be proved wrong. The re-
working by the playwright into a female version worked 
perfectly and added an extra dimension to the play, 
whilst taking nothing from its hilarious original premise. 
Two opposites living together: one a junk-food eating 
slob, the other a hypochondriac obsessive compulsive 
cleaner and perfectionist in the kitchen: what rich 
pickings for comedy. Add to this mix Neil Simon’s gift for 
word-play and the new theme treating women’s issues, 
and you have a laugh a minute. The production made 
full use of the features of St. Anne’s Well garden and 
the cast was superb, being unfazed by such interlopers 
as seagulls and the odd aeroplane. The performances 
of the actors playing the parts of the Spanish brothers 
were most enjoyable, and particular mention must go to 
the two leading actresses Carol McNish and Sarah Mann, 
also the producer, whose timing and delivery were 
superb. I look forward to next year’s production.

JACS
by Nina Taylor, Hon. Chairman
In July we had a visit from the Hendon branch of JACS. 
Forty five delightful people came to Brighton for the day, 
visited the Pier, explored the Lanes and came to us for 
tea. It might be more correct to say that we went to 
tea with them! They bought sandwiches and cakes from 
Grodzinsky’s (enough for them and us) and a good time 
was had by all. 

Linda Whitby, from Hives for Lives – Africa, explained how 
the Charity showed natives in Uganda how to become 
beekeepers and harvest the honey. This can then be 
sold to earn a living to maintain their families, and thus 
become self sufficient. Our members were fascinated and 
most interested in hearing about different types of bees, 
as not all of them produce honey. 

The talk that Clive Hamblin gave about Jack the Ripper 
was very interesting but I’m glad that he left out the 
gory details! We had a two week break in August but we 
have a full programme for this month and look forward 
to seeing our friends again and some new faces. On 
behalf of JACS I should like to wish all readers of SJN a 
Happy, Peaceful and Healthy New Year. 

Who is Tamsyn Chambers?
Mystery surrounds the identity of Tamsyn 
Chambers, the author of a brand new 
novel, Conspiracy. 

Exploring the often unspoken relationships 
that are common in families, it opens 
the possibility that things are not what 
they appear to be. Yet even the apparent 

conspiracy has a twist, so that the reader at times 
doubts as to whether there is indeed a conspiracy or 
not. This is a novel about human relationships as well 
as a murder mystery with psychological and political 
overtones. It is written in a semi-humorous and blunt 
style and looks at what is happening from the points of 
view of different family members.

This paperback makes excellent reading for those who 
wish to be transported to a Greek island.

THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER 
LOS DESTERRADOS with Razia Aziz and Lou Beckerman

Los Desterrados – ‘The Exiles’ – weave soul, jazz, flamenco 
and folk influences into the Mediterranean music of 

the Sephardic Jews, including songs inspired by Jewish 
festivals and religious traditions. The band sing mainly in 

Ladino, an ancient language, fusing fiery Balkan and Gypsy 
melodies with the rhythms of Spain, Morocco and Turkey. 

‘Los Desterrados take the music of the Sephardic Jews and 
drag it effortlessly into the 21st Century.’ London Metro

Nominated for Best Group in the 2009 Songlines Music Awards

Plus Festival favourites Razia Aziz and Lou Beckerman 
perform songs from Sufi, Jewish and other spiritual traditions.

8pm. Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Palmeira Avenue 

Tickets: Angel £12 (concs £9), Standard £10 (concs £8) 
Dome Box Office 01273 709709

http://www.worldsacredmusic.org/index.html
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Making free international calls over the 
internet by your Sussex Jewish Online Team
If your computer can play music then it has a sound 
card. Connect a computer microphone to the microphone 
jack on your sound card at the back of your PC.

Download free internet phone software. The most popular 
internet phone service provider is Skype (www.skype.com) 
but there’s also Gizmo, Net2Phone and WebPhone and 
even an Israeli provider called Jajah (www.jajah.com). 

Skype is free, easy and fun to use. Install the software 
and register. Remember your user name. Start the 
software and follow the instructions to configure your 
equipment and make a free test call to make sure 
everything is set up correctly. When your equipment and 
software is set up and the test call is fine, e-mail your 
friends and family and ask them to do the same. 

Share your user name with friends and enter each 
other’s user names into the Contacts list. Skype lets you 
see when friends and family are online, and everyone 
has their Skype running. Call by clicking on the person’s 
user name within your Contact list - and then clicking 
the “dial” icon within the program. You will hear a 
ringing sound on your side, and the other party will 
hear the ringing. They will also see a message on their 
computer screen telling them that you are trying to call. 

When the person you are calling clicks “answer” on 
his/her PC - you will be connected. You can then talk to 

each other 
over the 
internet for 
free. When 
done talking, 
simply click 
“hang up”. 

Calls between 
users of the 
same service 
provider 
(i.e. Skype, 
Net2Phone, 
Gizmo, etc.) 
are always 
free, so it’s 
easy to keep 
in touch with 
international 
friends and 
relatives.

Treasure islands: 
memories in blue and 
white by Joachim Hemmerle
Do you pay attention to blue 
plaques on houses? I usually 
do, and often glean useful 
information from them. Sometimes they even help me 
to remember experiences which might otherwise have 
been lost.

I like to walk along Marine Drive in Brighton’s Kemp 
Town on a sunny day, enjoying looking at the lovely 
scenery. On my way I pass a house on a corner of 
a street. A blue plaque of the Regency Society, with 
an inscription in white, catches my eye: “Sir Terence 
Rattigan CBE, playwright, lived here.” I haven’t ever met 
him. But I watched the television film of The Winslow 
Boy, and more than half a century ago, I attended a 
remarkable performance of his play “The Deep Blue 
Sea”, in the theatre of a German provincial town. It was 
performed by a famous touring ensemble, including the 
actors Elisabeth Bergner and Ernst Deutsch. Both were 
prominent names in their time. In the performance that 
I saw, Elisabeth Bergner was appearing for the first time 
after her exile from the German stage. In the 1920s she 
had acted in the silent movie Nju, which was adapted 
from a drama by Ossip Dymov, a Jewish writer who had 
switched from the Russian language and had become a 
successful Yiddish dramatist.

Elisabeth Bergner had been driven out of Germany like 
so many, many talented people during the first years of 
the Nazi terror. Ernst Deutsch, also one of the stars of 
the German stage in the years of the Weimar Republic, 
found refuge, like Bergner, first in England and later 
in the United States. Both actors returned to Austria 
and Germany after the war. You may remember Ernst 
Deutsch as “Baron” Kurtz, one of the shady characters 
close to Harry Lime (played by Orson Welles), in Carol 
Reed’s film version of Graham Greene’s The Third Man. 
Deutsch stated that, apart from a life-threatening illness, 
nothing could be worse for an actor than to lose the 
country of his native language. I was lucky enough to 
see him several times as “Nathan the Wise” and Shylock, 
and once enjoyed a reading by this impressive actor in 
Düsseldorf’s Jewish community. Some months ago I laid 
a little stone on Deutsch’s gravestone in Berlin’s Jewish 
cemetery in the Heerstrasse. 

It’s always the same sort of blue and white plaque. 
The inscriptions are different, however. And so are the 
thoughts they provoke in passers-by.

Culture

Unit 3, St Josephs Business Park,
St Josephs Close, Hove, BN3 7HG

www.dorcom.co.uk
info@dorcom.co.uk

0800 068 5447

SPECIALISTS IN SECURITY SYSTEMS SINCE 1974

Access Control
Gates & Barriers

Door Entry Systems
CCTV Surveillance
Care Call Systems

Sales
Service
Repair

Installation
Maintenance

Technical Advice
Design

FREE SURVEYS
& QUOTATIONS

TRADE & PUBLIC
SHOWROOM
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The National Archives at Kew
There are some Interesting talks at The National 
Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU between 
2.00-3.00 pm. They are FREE and fill-up as people arrive 
(people can simply turn up on the day).

Tuesday 15 September 2009: Internment in the Second 
World War - Roger Kershaw
Upon the declaration of war on 3 September 1939, 
some 70,000 Germans and Austrians resident in the UK 
became classed as enemy aliens. Some 120 tribunals 
were established to consider them for internment. Roger 
Kershaw looks at official papers relating to the policy 
of internment, individual internees, and the camps in 
which they were interned. These include papers relating 
to resident Italians who were also considered for 
internment following Italy’s declaration of war on Britain 
on 10 June 1940.

Tuesday 24th November 2009: Kindertransport: Britain’s 
Rescue Plan - Ela Kaczmarska
The Wiener Library in London holds many personal 
accounts of children evacuated from Nazi Germany, 
Austria and Czechoslovakia between Dec 1938 and Sept 
1939.

Using individual firsthand accounts sourced from The 
Wiener Library and documents held at The National 
Archives, this talk will examine Britain’s immigration and 
refugee policy and how it affected those children who 
left on the Kindertransports.

Thursday 11th February 2010: Dependence, Intolerance 
and Expulsion: the story of the Jews in England, c.1066–
1290 – Sean Cunningham
After William the Conqueror invited Jews into England 
from Normandy around 1070, the English crown and 
people and the Jewish community of merchants and 
money lenders, formed an uneasy relationship. On the 
one hand, medieval Jews were considered to be the 
king’s property, and received certain protection, despite 
ruthless exploitation of their finances by the crown. On 
the other, their religious beliefs created suspicion that 
resulted in frequent persecution. In this talk, two of the 
medieval records specialists at the National Archives, 
Adrian Jobson and Sean Cunningham, will explore 
the records that help to explain the tense relationship 
between Christian England and the Jewish community 
before the expulsion of the Jews in November 1290.

Making Jewish Radio
by Cecily Woolf
The Shalom programme on Radio Reverb was born 
of frustration at the media’s portrayal of Israel – and 
especially that most obscene accusation that we Jews 
(even in distant Sussex!) were doing to the Palestinians 
what the Nazis did to us. There was no mention, except 
in The JC, of the wonderful inventions in medicine and 
other sciences which Israel has given to the world.

So, just over two years ago, with the backing and 
encouragement of programme manager Simon Watkins, 
Shalom was launched as our local community counter-
balance: there were features to show that people of 
goodwill on both sides of the Middle East divide were 
working for peace, celebrations of our rich religious and 
cultural heritage, and a showcase for both the infinite 
variety of Jewish music and the Jewish contribution to 
our city.

Celebrity interviews also had a unique twist – for where 
else could you learn that musician George Melly had 
fond memories of his Jewish past, or hear Steven 
Berkoff talk about his Uncle Sam? Future interviews will 
include Maureen Lipman and Arnold Wesker.

Like Sussex Jewish News, Shalom is not allied to any 
particular brand of Judaism, so our Ask the Rabbi 
feature will continue to reflect the approaches to Jewish 
questions like intermarriage and kashrut from different 
strands of our religion.

Above all I’d love to have some more input from you, 
dear readers. If you have a song which you’d like 
to share, or if you would like to dedicate a piece of 
music to anyone in the world, because after all we are 
available on the internet at www.radioreverb.com every 
Sunday from 9.-9.55am, I’d love to hear from you.

Best of all, you can advertise any events, goods or 
services for only £5 – which all goes to support Radio 
Reverb. Please e-mail cecilywoolf@talktalk.net or call 
01273 732467.
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22 HHC
Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove, BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035 Email: hovehc@btinternet.com
Rabbi Vivian Silverman

Sedra for 5 September 2009: Ki Tavo

Peace of Mind and Mental Discipline 
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman
 In the second half of Ki Tavo we find The Tocheha 
- The Rebuke - warning the people of Israel what will 
befall them if they turn away from God and his Mitzvot. 
Over the past almost two thousand years, many of 
these dire warnings have come to pass - constant exile; 
no fixed abode; harassment and persecution; disease 
and starvation; sorrow and exploitation.

Near the conclusion of the Tocheha we read: “Your life 
will hang in doubt and you will be afraid night and day. 
In the morning you will say ‘would it were evening’ and 
in the evening ‘would it were morning’ “. There can be no 
greater fear than this. Constant worry and anxiety about 
the future, even about the next twenty-four hours.

Rabbi Hayyim Shmulevitz (one time head of the Mir 
Yeshiva) remarks that people create their own mental 
torture. If you have enough food and appreciate what 
you have, you are fortunate indeed. The person who 
perpetually worries about the future will never have 
peace of mind. Even if he has peace and security, he 
will keep focussing on what could go wrong. According 
to Rabbi Shmulevitz, we must learn to have mental 
discipline. Gain control of your thoughts, and keep 
counting your blessings. “And the Almighty bless all 
the work of your hands”.

DIARY: September 2009 
8 Tuesday 11.00 am - Talmud Shiur (weekly). Sanhedrin
12 Shabbat  Bar mitzvah of 
  Matthew Faull.
  1st night Selichot. 
  Midnight at West Hove.
19 Shabbat 1st day Rosh Hashanah
20 Sunday 2nd day Rosh Hashanah
27 Sunday Kol Nidrei 6.30 pm
28 Monday Yom Kippur - 
  fast ends 7.35 pm
DIARY: October 2009
3 Shabbat Succot
4 Sunday Succot
10 Shabbat Shemini Atzeret
11 Sunday Simchat Torah
20 Tuesday 10.30 am 
  Ladies Discussion Circle
24 Shabbat Clocks go back one hour   
  after midnight

Janet’s Column by Janet Cowan
I had a very interesting “media” week - last Tuesday I watched 
a TV programme called Loose Women and the guest presenter 
was Rachel Agnew (nee Fisher). Rachel had previously appeared 
on the programme as a contestant - and, having been voted as 
the winner, she was invited to appear as a presenter. I then read 
my Daily Mail and my Jewish Chronicle, which contained financial 
articles by Alex Brummer. Finally on Sunday night, a whole crowd 
of us went to an open air Big Band concert (it poured the whole 
evening) and the singer was Angie Mills (nee Isaacs). Now what 
do these three people have in common? Yes, their parents are all 
members of HHC Shul. We certainly have a great deal of talent in 
our community.
On 12th September, Matthew Faull will be celebrating his bar 
mitzvah and I wish his parents, Laura and Maurice, a big mazel 
tov, as well as mazel tov to grandparents, Stanley and Dian, and 
also to Grandma Anne - with a very special thought to our dear 
Kalman who served our Shul for so many years. I know he will 
certainly be there in spirit.
Special congratulations for Penny and Michael Phillips. We wish 
you and the family much happiness on the birth of your grandson.
Once again the yom tovim are nearly upon us; this year the 
chatanim for Simchat Torah are Martin Gross and George 
Abayahoudayan - to whom I send good wishes and look forward 
to sharing the yom tovim with them and their families.
Congratulations to Michele and Stanley who are celebrating their 
30th (Pearl) Wedding Anniversary. Our heartiest congratulations 
to you both and wishes that you may share many jewelled 
anniversaries together with your very special family.
I take this opportunity of wishing everyone a happy and very 
healthy New Year.

MALCOLM GREEN
Your local, 

international Caterer
Check out our sensational 
reception buffet and our 
exceptional kiddushim

KOSHER CATERING AT ITS BEST

Contact Rachel on 01273 726495
or Malcolm on

koshercaterer@yahoo.co.uk
www.kosherservicesworldwide.com

UNDER SUPERVISION BRIGHTON & 
HOVE KASHRUT COMMITTEE

PLUS CRUISES, HOLIDAYS AND 
WEDDINGS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
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23 BHHC
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation
31 New Church Road, Hove, BN3 3AD
Tel: 01273 888855 Email: office@bhhc-shul.org
www.bhhc-shul.org
Rabbi Hershel Rader

Sedra for 12 September 2009: Nitzavim 
Eternal Life
by Rabbi Hershel Rader
I call this day upon heaven and earth as witnesses. 
I have set before you life and death, blessing and 
curse. And you shall choose life, so that you and your 
children may live. (Deuteronomy 30:19)

These are the words of Moshe to the Israelites on the day 
of his death, the penultimate verse of the sedra Nitzavim. 

The significance of calling upon heaven and earth 
to act as witnesses is explained by the great 
commentator Rashi in two ways. First, heaven and 
earth exist eternally indicating a message which is 
eternal. Alternatively, G-d wants Israel to draw a lesson 
from heaven and earth. Heaven and earth are not 
rewarded or punished but they never deviate from 
the functions G-d ordained for them. Should not the 
Children of Israel, who are rewarded for observing the 
commandments, be meticulous in that observance?

The second part of the verse presents us with an 
obvious question, one possibly resolved by Rashi’s 
comments. ‘You shall choose life’. Do we really need 
the Torah to tell us to choose life? Which person of 
sound mind would choose death?

A mother, whose son I teach weekly, called me and 
asked me for a favour: at the next lesson could I 
teach her son the meaning of life! I explained that 
this was not something that could necessarily be 
covered comprehensively in one lesson but I would 
certainly enter into a discussion with her child and see 
where it led us. The discussion was both interesting 
and meaningful. One of the points we touched upon 
was the concept that a life committed to values 
and a higher purpose is more meaningful than 
one dedicated solely to self gratification. A person 
should ask themselves the question ‘did it make any 
difference at all in that I inhabited Planet Earth for so 
many years? Will anyone really know the difference if 
I’m gone? Is my life productive, worthwhile?’

I believe that this is alluded to in Rashi’s comments. 
Heaven and earth fulfill the purpose for which G-d 
created them. The question is ‘do we?’ For if we do 
then, just like heaven and earth, we will, in some 
measure, exist forever. Surely this is the meaning 
of ‘choosing life’ – not merely choosing to live, but 
choosing to live a life full of Torah values and noble 
deeds. A life not limited to our body’s span on this 
earth but a life in which we make a contribution that 
is eternal.

Ralli Hall 
Summer breezes and welcoming the JLGB: 
an open invitation 
by Roger Abrahams, Hon. Chairman
I wish everyone a shana tovah and well over the Fast. 
It is quite astonishing how quickly another year comes 
around, but again, “thinking positive”, I now intend to 
become a year younger every year. This despite now 
having had my bus pass for a full five years and Irit and 
I celebrating our ruby wedding anniversary!

The reinstatement and modernisation of the original 
ventilation system in the Great Hall has been completed 
and the system appears to work even better than 
expected. There is almost no noise from the fans (unless 
there is a deathly hush) with a complete air change in 
just one hour! As long as the ten top-hung north facing 
windows are open, which will all soon be electrically 
operated, there should be a continuous flow of cool 
air from the north into the Hall, first dropping down to 
floor level and then circulating up and out as it warms 

up. I have since been told that a post-Shabbat function 
held in the Great Hall was remarkably cooler and more 
comfortable.

We were approached recently by Deborah Roos, the 
National Development Manager of the Jewish Lads & 
Girls Brigade, who is very keen that there is JLGB in 
Brighton & Hove again. It was previously very successful 
for many years and I well remember my daughter, 
Sharon, in her smart blue uniform. There will be a 
meeting on Wednesday 23rd September at Ralli Hall, 
at 7.30pm, for all those interested. I understand that, 
with the help of the various synagogues, etc., contact 
is being made with as many young families in the 
community as possible who have children within the 
appropriate age range. 

I sincerely hope that JLGB will prove to be popular 
with both the children & their parents, in which case 
a regular weekday evening will be set aside in the 
youth area at Ralli Hall for structured activities under 
the leadership of the well-trained and dedicated JLGB 
staff and volunteers. I am again thinking very positive 
thoughts that this exciting venture will succeed!

See you at Ralli Hall.
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Torah Readings for Rosh Hashanah 
Trials and Questions
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
On Rosh Hashanah we read Genesis 21, which 
recounts the birth of Isaac, and Genesis 22, the tale of 
how Abraham, obeyed the voice of God, and set out 
on a journey to Mount Moriah to slaughter Isaac.

It’s a shocking story – and more complex than it 
appears at first reading. Apparently, God ‘tested’ 
Abraham (22:1). But Abraham was already a tested 
man: Genesis 21 relates how God told him to ‘listen’ to 
Sarah’s voice (21:12), and expel his eldest son, along 
with the son’s mother, Hagar (ibid.). We know from the 
previous parashah, Lech L’cha, that this first son was 
called Ishmael because when Hagar, pregnant with 
Abraham’s child, fled into the wilderness to escape her 
mistress’s harsh treatment, the Angel of the Eternal 
addressed her: ‘…. You shall bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Yishmael [God shall hear] because the 
Eternal has heard your affliction’ (16: 7-11). 

So, when God told Abraham to offer up Isaac, he had 
already lost a son to the desert. And then after all 
this; after the first experiment in human surrogacy 
had ended in family break-down; after Sarah had 
finally been blessed with her own son, God was telling 
Abraham to kill Sarah’s child? What was Abraham 
thinking as he and Isaac made that three day journey? 
What was Isaac thinking as he asked his father: ‘Here 
is the fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering? (22:7).

And what of Sarah? She had borne the pain of her 
infertility; she had watched her maid-servant become 
pregnant with her husband’s child; she had finally 
been blessed with her own son, Yitzchak – meaning, 
‘he shall laugh’ – and could now laugh joyously 
rather than wryly (18:10ff.). What was she thinking 
as Abraham and Isaac left home early that morning? 
(22:3). Genesis chapter 22 does not mention Sarah; 
but the opening of the next parashah, Chayyey Sarah 
(Gen 23:1ff.) tells its own story: Sarah died: Did she 
die of fear as she waited? 

The Yamim Nora’im, the ‘Awed Days’ that begin on 
Rosh Hashanah, summon us to ask questions – mostly 
of ourselves – and to be tested. The tales of Genesis 
chapters 21 and 22 remind us that the Shofar that 
recalls the ram sacrificed in Isaac’s stead (22:13), calls 
us to interrogate our lives. 

Shanah Tovah! 

Kabbalat Torah 
graduation
Shabbat Morning 18th 
July saw the Graduation 
Service for this year’s 
Kabbalat Torah class. Each 
of the three graduands 

participated in the Shabbat service and each delivered a 
short sermon.
Left to right: Sarah Kingsley-Fried, Jacob Kearey, Jess Wood Sarah, 
their Tutor, and Hannah Swirsky.

DIARY
September 2009
Access to Hebrew  Thursdays 11.00 am – 12.30 pm
Access to Judaism Saturdays 1.00 – 2.30 pm
   (note: no session on the 19th)
Monday 9th  L’Chayyim Lunch - 12.00 pm 
Friday 11th  ONEG after erev Shabbat service
   Josephine Spiegel – Music composition
Saturday 12th  Selichot Service, 8.30 pm 
   following Havdalah and Study Session
Friday 18th  Erev Rosh Hashanah, Shabbat Service, 
   7.30 pm
Saturday 19th  Rosh Hashanah , Shabbat Morning 
   Service, 10.30 am
   Followed by Kiddush & Chavurah Lunch
   Tashlich – ‘Casting’ our sins into the 
   depths of the Sea, 3.30 pm
Sunday 27th  Erev Yom Kippur, Kol Nidre Service, 7.30 pm
Monday 28th  Yom Kippur, services begin at 10.30 am

October 2009
Access to Hebrew  Thursdays 1st, 8th and 22, 
   11.00 am – 12.30 pm
   New Workshop begins on 22nd, 
   7.30 – 9.00 pm
Access to Judaism Saturdays 1.00 – 2.30 pm
   (note: no session on the 17th)
Friday 2nd  Erev Sukkot, Shabbat Chavurah Supper, 
   7.00 pm, With Refugees from Brighton 
   Voices in Exile and Launch of Exhibition of
   the art-work of Darfuri Children
Saturday 3rd  Shabbat Sukkot Morning Service, 11.00 am
   With baby blessing of Harry Aylott
   Sukkot celebration at home of the 
   Romems, 3.00 – 5.00 pm
Friday 9th  Erev Simchat Torah Service, 7.30 pm
Saturday 10th  Simchat Torah, Shabbat Morning Service, 
   10.30 am

BHPS
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue
Adat Shalom Vereiu’t-Al Sefat Hayyam
6 Lansdowne Road Hove BN3 1FF 
Tel: 01273 737223 Email: bhps@freenetname.co.uk 
www.brightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
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25 BHRS
Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue
Palmeira Avenue, Hove, BN3 3GE
Tel: 01273 735343 Email: office@bh-rs.org
www.bh-rs.org
Rabbi Charles Wallach

Sedra for 26 September 2009: Haazinu
Not forsaking all that one learns
by Rabbi Charles Wallach
One of perhaps the moments in any service is when the 
Hagbeh, the bearer of the scroll, lifts the Torah high and 
shows the congregation the text. Those who frequent 
synagogue regularly will know that certain readings stand 
out. Of particular note are the Song of the Sea (Exodus, 
chapter 15) – and again Chapter 32 of Deuteronomy, the 
passage known as Haazinu. 

These two passages are almost but not quite the 
“bookends,” as it were, of Moses’ leadership of the people. 
I say “almost” because in reality Moses’ story starts with the 
vision of the Burning Bush followed by his verbal tussles with 
Pharaoh and, at the other end of it all there are still a further 
two chapters with which Deuteronomy concludes. But the 
bulk of what he does, his leading of the people and all that 
that entailed occurs between these two signposts as it were. 

Both are poems, essentially short poetic lines clearly visible 
as such. That of Haazinu is almost two columns of terse 
Hebrew, a song. And its content is essentially not just a 
farewell but an appeal: O people please do not forsake all 
that you have learned these forty years. Yet a dire warning 
is stated: for, as the text says, “you neglected the Rock that 
begot you, and forgot the God who created you “ (verse 
18),, or again “I will hide my face from them…” (verse 20).

The challenge then and now is for us, the people of today, 
not to do the predictable thing of avoiding the Almighty as 
it were, or rather, forgetting the higher aspects of life, the 
expectations and so on. Or, as the Rabbi of Meseritz taught 
after seeing a child weeping under a tree in a garden: “Why 
are you crying?” asked the Rabbi. “Nobody’s looking for 
me!” said the child. “What do you mean,” asked the Rabbi. 
“My friends and I are playing hide and seek. I am hiding but 
nobody’s looking for me. They must have all gone away.”

The Rabbi reflected: “I heard in the child’s voice the voice of the 
Shechina, the spirit of the Almighty: Nobody is looking for me!”

How good are we as people? 
by Rabbi Charles Wallach
The tale I include in my comment on Haazinu concerning 
the Rabbi of Meseritz is worth dwelling upon for a moment 
longer. At any time of the year, but perhaps especially at this 
time when our hearts and minds should be honed to a higher 
purpose, the reminder to look for or to seek out the Almighty 
that is actually in each and every one of us is most apposite. 
The words we read, the prayers we say especially during these 
Yomim Noraim, or Days of Awe, are geared to our being that 
much more concerned with the people and world about us. 

As in most years Haazinu, the Torah portion, falls on Shabbat 
Shuva, the Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
As such it very naturally seeks to assuage the sense that we do 
not go enough out of our way, as it were, to seek out the godly 
in us and in others. But the whole drama is there precisely to 
remind us, and to get us to be more “at one” with ourselves and 
the Almighty. 

So how can this manifest itself? Well, as a congregational Rabbi I 
would naturally say by attending services more regularly, coming 
to classes, by praying and learning more. But another sense was 
implied in that child’s cry of “nobody is looking for me”: All too 
often we are so bound up in our own worlds that we forget about 
others. And for that but a few minutes of thought or care is all that 
is required. 

As it happened, while I was writing these very words I had a 
call from a congregant who wished to chat. I readily agreed 
because hidden behind the words was not just that request to 
deal with this or that matter, but a need for genuine concern. 
And it is that which should be as much at the forefront of our 
minds at this time as our prayers. Or, as one Rabbi said to a 
student who asked for time to polish up on his knowledge of 
the service ahead of the High Holy Days: “The prayers are the 
same as last year. But how are you as a person? Is your heart 
geared into acting on those thoughts?”

As we go through the prime period ahead may we be so imbued 
as to be bearers of goodness and concern for all. On behalf of my 
wife Marilyn as well as myself may I wish you all a leshana tova – a 
good, healthy and successful year. 

Bulletin Board
For information on JACS, please see the diary on page 27

September 2009
Tuesday 1 12.30 pm Lunch/Discussion Group 
  Should we be in Afghanistan? facilitated 
  by Michael Harris.
Friday 4 Friday Night Service commences at 8.00 pm
Shabbat 5 Service commences at 10.30 am
Sunday 6 Cheder returns, 10.00 am
   Cheder Kids Club, 12.30 pm
Friday 11 Friday Night Service commences at 6.30 pm

Shabbat 12 Book Club meets at 9.00 am
  Services commence at 10.30 am
Sunday 13 Communal prayer at the Old Shoreham 
  Road, Hove, 1.45 am,
Shabbat 19 First day of Rosh Hashanah
Sunday 20  Second day of Rosh Hashanah
Sunday 27  Kol Nidre
Monday 28 Yom Kippur

October 2009
Shabbat 3 Sukkot begins
Shabbat 10 Simchat Torah
Sunday 18 Bill Epstein Memorial Lecture
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Torah Readings for Sukkot 

Starting Over 
by Rabbi Hershel Rader
Never again has there arisen in Israel a prophet like Moshe, 
whom G-d had known face to face. As evidenced by all the 
signs and wonders that G-d sent him to perform in the land 
of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and all his land. 
And by the strong hand and awesome power that Moshe 
performed before the eyes of all Israel (Deuteronomy 34:10-12)

The final few verses of the Torah, read every year on Simchat 
Torah, pay great tribute to Moshe. Inherent in this tribute 
is the seventh of Maimonides’ Thirteen Principles of Faith 
– that Moshe’s prophecy is unique and of a quality unrivalled 
by any other prophet. This is an essential belief inasmuch as 
it renders illegitimate the claim of any other ‘prophet’ to a 
prophecy which overrides the Torah. As Maimonides states in 
his ninth Principle ‘this Torah will not be changed nor will there 
be another Torah from the Creator’. 

The eternity and constant relevance of the Torah is the 
central theme of Simchat Torah. We conclude the Torah and 
immediately begin again on the same day. Perhaps we can find 
an allusion to this in the Torah’s final words ‘before the eyes 
of all Israel’. Our sages (Talmud Shabbat 87a) say that these 
words allude to the incident of Moshe smashing the Tablets 
of the Covenant when he found the people worshiping the 
Golden Calf, commenting that G-d actually thanked Moshe for 
shattering the Tablets - an action which embodied the quality 
of Moshe’s leadership. We can only imagine how much Moshe 
was looking forward to presenting the Israelites with the 
Tablets and teaching them the Torah he had been taught on 
Mount Sinai. Nevertheless, when he witnessed their idolatrous 
behaviour he realised that they were not fit to receive the 
Torah and acted accordingly and in a very demonstrable 
fashion notwithstanding his own aspirations. 

This interpretation raises the following question: why should 
the Torah end with a reference to the incident of the Golden 
Calf? True, it is a tribute to Moshe’s leadership, but is that 
the note on which we want to conclude the Torah and what 
message does it leave us with? 

Maybe the message is synonymous with the theme of Simchat 
Torah: just when we think we have reached the end, the 
Torah’s very last line, we are reminded that the Tablets of the 
Covenant were once destroyed and had to be remade. So it 
is with our spiritual journey, as embodied in the Torah, that 
there is never completion, only the reminder that it is time to 
start again.

Sedra for 17 October 2009: B’reishit

What it means to be human
by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
There are two accounts of Creation in B’reishit (Genesis), 
which teach us very different things. First, God speaks and the 
world comes into existence, day by day. At the end of each 
day, God pronounces that it is ‘good’- tov - and then at the end 
of the sixth day, that is ‘very good’ – tov m’od – before going 
on to create Shabbat on the seventh day, sanctifying it, and 
then resting. In this version, God creates Humanity – Adam 
–on the sixth day b’tzelem Elohim, ‘in the image of God’, in two 
forms, ‘male and female’ – zachar u’n’keivah – blesses them, 
and then addresses them: ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing’ 
(Genesis 1:27).

In the second account, there are no fields or plants or rain, just 
a mist watering the ground. Then: ‘The Eternal God formed 
‘the Human’ – ha-Adam – out of the dust of ‘the ground’ 
– ha-adamah – and breathed into its nostrils the breath of life, 
so the Adam became a living being – nefesh chayyah’ (2:7). 
Next, ‘God planted a garden, eastward, in Eden; and there 
He put the Adam whom He had formed’ (:8) ‘to work it and 
to keep it’ – l’ovdah u’l’shomrah (:15). So, we have a singular, 
undifferentiated Adam and a garden – but no other creatures 
– and while the Adam is told to eat freely of all the trees: ‘Of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat; for on 
the day you eat of it, you will surely die’ (:17). 

So, the Adam does not have free reign – and there is 
another issue: ‘The Eternal God said it is not good that the 
Adam should be alone’ (:18). Throughout the first account, 
everything is ‘good’, and then, ‘very good’. Here, something is 
‘not good’ – lo tov: It is not good for the Adam to be alone, 
and so, God creates the animals and brings them, in turn 
to the Adam to name them. But as the Adam names each 
creature, not one of them is deemed suitable. It is only then 
that God causes a ‘deep sleep’ to fall upon the Adam, and 
forms a woman, ishah (:21-22), and, consequently, also a 
man, ish (:24).

So, while in the first account, Adam is the pinnacle of Creation, 
exerting dominion over the Earth and over all the other 
creatures, in the second, Adam is confined within a garden, 
given the humble role of gardener, and prohibited from eating 
one of the trees. While in the first, Adam is both male and 
female and commanded to reproduce, in the second, Adam 
is a lonely figure in need of companionship – which is why, 
finally, one becomes two: a woman and a man. Significantly, 
while zachar and n’keivah describe what is different about 
the ‘male’ and ‘female’; ish and ishah, both derived from the 
Hebrew root, Alef Nun Shin, to be human, tell us what they 
share. In a sense, the second account acts as a corrective to 
the first: Humanity is not all powerful – only God has ultimate 
power; in need of one another, our task as human beings is to 
tend God’s world.
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Sedra for 24 October 2009: Noach

Virtues regardless of race, colour or creed
by Rabbi Charles Wallach
Noach takes us from the beginning of the tale of Noah, 
through the whole experience of the Ark to the story 
of the Tower of Babel. Indeed, it actually ends with 
mention of the genealogy of Abraham, though Abraham, 
or Abram, is really the subject of the following sedra. 
Thus we are in familiar territory: well-known stories but 
perhaps so well-known that we forget the many inner 
messages to be drawn. 

One such message is what has been deduced from the 
text following the flood. For there we find what are 
known as the seven laws of Noah, seven laws relating to 
worldly living. These cover the establishment of courts 
of justice, the prohibition of blasphemy, idolatry, incest, 
bloodshed, robbery and eating flesh cut from a live 
animal. For the Israelite world and thus the later Jewish 
world, there were to be 606 further commands – some 
still able to be practised today, others only applicable to 
the Land of Israel, others again lost to us because of the 
destruction of the temples and so on. But it was deemed 
that irrespective of faith, irrespective of whether one 
was born Jewish or whether we embraced Judaism, the 
seven laws listed were seen as the means by which all 
mankind was to conduct itself.

At a time when the various elements that make up 
society seem to be highlighted as going off hither and 
thither, it is worthwhile to recall that the very Bible that 
we read and study is itself a source for a common path 
to follow, a way to live and let live. Such virtues should 
be followed, as at least one of my rabbinic teachers 
taught, regardless of race, colour or creed.

Sedra for 31 October 2009: Lech Lecha

The depth of spiritual ties
by Rabbi Vivian Silverman
The sedra opens with the famous words of God to 
Avram: “Go out (Lech Lecha) from your country, your 
birthplace and your father’s house to the land I shall 
show you”. Our sages and commentators remark that 
this is in the reverse order to what is normal. When a 
person leaves somewhere for good, first he leaves his 
home, then his town and, finally, he departs from the 
land of his birth.

Why does the Torah put it the wrong way round? There 
is a fundamental difference between a physical and a 
spiritual departure. When one makes an actual physical 
leave-taking, that person leaves home first. However, 
should the departure be a spiritual one, then the reverse 
order, as given in the Torah, comes into play.

Former South African Chief Rabbi Louis Rabbinowitz 
commented that this apparent unusual order applies, 
too, when one talks about religious commitment. 
Spiritual ties to one’s country are the easiest to sever, 
followed by the loosening of ties with town customs. 
The most difficult spiritual cords to break are usually 
those of one’s own home. These ties tug at the heart 
strings long after all the others have been severed. 
Mental images of fond and happy family ceremonies 
and customs (minhagim) remain in the recesses of one’s 
mind, sometimes forever, especially those from one’s 
childhood.

When Jews left their towns in eastern Europe and made 
their way to South Africa, Australia, Great Britain and 
North America, the sights and the sounds of the shtetl 
were ingrained in their hearts and minds, and bound 
them with “hoops of steel” to kinsfolk and landsleit they 
found in their new home far from the “heim”.

Helping Hands 
would like to open an ‘Escort Agency’ (no, not that sort!!!)

We desperately need ‘young, fit and able’ volunteers to help our clients on and off the 
bus and make sure they are seated safely and comfortably.

If you can spare 1½ hours on a Sunday afternoon between 1.00–2.30 pm or 4.30–6.00 pm. 
please, please, please contact us on 747722. We hold our teas once a month so if we 
could get a rota together you would only need to spare one or two afternoons a year. 

A little time goes a long way!!
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The Sussex Jewish News editorial team thank you all for 
supporting us during the past year, and send our warmest 
greetings for the New Year

ABBOUDI: A happy New Year and well over the fast from Juju 
and Eliyahu Abboudi, their children and grandchildren.

ABRAHAMS: John and Elaine Abrahams and family wish their 
friends a happy New Year and well over the Fast.

ABRAHAMS: Roger and Irit Abrahams wish Shana Tova to all 
our family and friends.

ARGHEBANT: Sylvia and Harold Arghebant wish their dear 
family and friends a happy New Year and well over the Fast.

BARNARD/SEIDEL: A happy New Year to all from Rachel 
Barnard, David Seidel, Moses and Gabriel.

BARSAM: Sam and Claire Barsam wish Shan Tovah to their 
family and friends.

BASS: Alan and Jill Bass wish all their family and friends a 
healthy and good New Year and well over the Fast.

BECKERMAN: Shana Tova to my daughter Jacqui , George, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and all my good friends 
Stella Beckerman.

BENHACOUN: Avril Benhacoun wishes family and friends a 
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

BERKOWITZ-WERNER: Nick and Linda Berkowitz-Werner, Jessye 
and Asher send greetings of peace and prosperity to friends and 
family. “May you be inscribed for a good and happy year”.

BLOOM: Wendy and Ronnie Bloom wish their dear father, 
children, grandchildren and all their friends a happy New Year 
and well over the Fast.

BLUME: Barbara and Joe Blume wish Rabbonim, family, friends 
and the community a healthy, happy New Year and well over 
the Fast.

BOOKER: Beryl, John and Maurice Booker wish family and 
friends a very happy and healthy New Year.

BOYASK: Linda and Martin Boyask, with Ross and Katy 
(Florida) wish friends a happy and healthy New Year and 
well over the Fast.

BRIGHTON & HOVE CCJ: A happy Rosh Hashanah to everybody 
from Brighton and Hove Council of Christians and Jews.

CAPLIN: Alma Caplin sends all good wishes to her family and 
friends for a happy New Year and well over the Fast.

CARR: To my family and friends. I hope that the coming year 
will be a very happy and healthy one, and well over the Fast to 
you all. Anne Carr.

CATERING CONNECTIONS: Angela, Rod and Dawn wish all the 
community Shana Tova and thanks for their support.

COLLICK: Rabbi Jeremy, Cindy, Joel and Jacob Collick wish all 
their Sussex family and friends a happy and healthy New Year.

CONN: Anne Conn wishes a happy and healthy New Year to all 
family and friends.

CONWAY: Phillip, Susan and Jonathan Conway wish all their 
friends, family and Rabbonim Shana Tova, with best wishes for 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

COWAN: Best wishes to all for a happy and healthy New Year 
from Janet Cowan.

CUDDIS: Shan and David Cuddis wish family and friends a 
happy New Year and well over the Fast.

DOCTORS: A happy New Year and well over the Fast from 
Hilda, Anthony and Philip Doctors.

DUKE: Norina and all the Dukes of Hove wish Shana Tova and 
well over the Fast to all their friends and family.

ELKIN-ROSE: Muriel Elkin-Rose sends her love to family and 
friends and wishes them a happy New Year and well over the Fast.

EPPEL: May Eppel wishes all her friends, helpers and relatives a 
healthy and peaceful New Year. Shana Tova.

ETON: Ilse Eton sends greetings and all good wishes to her 
Sussex friends.

EVANS: Evelyn and Morris Evans wish their family and friends a 
very happy and healthy New Year.

FAULL: Dian and Stanley Faull wish their family and friends a 
happy and healthy New Year.

FAULL: Laura, Maurice, Matthew and Emily Faull wish all their 
family and friends a very happy New Year.

FELSENSTEIN: Linda and Raymond Felsenstein, together with 
Lisa, Lee, Dylan and Curtis Fox, and Joanna, Danny and Bebe 
Longhurst, wish all our family and friends Shana Tova.

FERRIS: Benita Ferris wishes her dear family and all her friends 
a very healthy and peaceful New Year.

FISHER: Marilyn Fisher wishes all her family and friends a 
happy and healthy New Year and well over the Fast.

FLASHMAN: Roz and Michael Flashman wish their dear family 
and friends a very happy, healthy and peaceful New Year and 
well over the Fast.

FREEDMAN: Doreen Freedman wishes her family and friends a 
healthy and happy New Year.

FREEDMAN: Linda and Brian Freedman wish all our friends a 
healthy and peaceful New Year.

FREEDMAN: Shana Tova to friends and family. May the New 
Year be a good one for us all. Suzanne Freedman and family.

FREEMAN: Philip Freeman wishes all his family and friends a 
very happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

GABRIEL: Shana Tova to all our friends in the community. May 
the New Year be a healthy one for us all. Bert and Judy Gabriel.

GLYNNE: The Glynne and Jackson clan wish you all a happy 
New Year.
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GOLDBERG: Berny and Jenny Goldberg wish a healthy, happy 
and peaceful New Year to all friends and family.

GOLDMAN: Jose Goldman wishes all her friends good health 
and happiness for the New Year.

GORDON: Joan Gordon wishes all her family and friends a 
happy New Year and well over the Fast.

GOULD: Godfrey Gould sends best wishes for a happy, healthy 
and contented New Year to family and friends.

GREEN: Sheila and Ben Green wish our relatives and friends a 
happy and healthy New Year.

GUMBINER: Marie Gumbiner wishes her son, Anthony and his 
family in America and her sisters in England Shana Tova.

HAMILTON: Tony Hamilton wishes his family and friends a 
happy and healthy New Year.

HELPING HANDS: Helping Hands would like to wish 
our clients, volunteers and everyone in the community Shana 
Tova.

HIRSCHBERG: Audrey and Mavis Hirschberg wish their relatives 
and friends a healthy and happy New Year and well over the Fast.

HIRSCHFIELD: Morris Hirschfield wishes a happy New Year to 
everybody in Ralli Hall and Hyman Fine House, especially Alfred 
and Shirley Huberman.

HOLLIS/NIA: Dennis Hollis MM and Victoria Nia wish all our 
friends that the coming year brings you and yours all the 
blessings of peace, health and happiness.

HUBERMAN: Alfred and Shirley Huberman wish all their friends 
and family a very healthy and happy 5770.

INGRAM: Gil and John Ingram wish their family and friends a 
happy and healthy New Year.

IRONSIDE: Happy New Year to all the volunteers and readers 
of the Sussex Jewish News from Judy Ironside and the UK 
Jewish Film Festival.

ISAACS : Barbara and Irvyn Isaacs wish all their family and 
friends a happy and healthy New Year.

JACOBS: Sheila and Cyril Jacobs wish their family and friends a 
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

JAY: Derek and Jean Jay wish their family and friends a happy, 
healthy and peaceful New Year.

JOSMAN: Ruth and Cecil Josman wish family and friends a 
happy and healthy Rosh Hashanah and well over the Fast.

JOSYFON: Brian and Sandra Josyfon, together with Joe and 
June Solomons wish all their family and friends a happy, healthy 
and peaceful New Year.

LANGHAM: Tessa and Maurice Langham in Newhaven wish all 
their friends and family health and happiness. Shana Tova.

LASKY: Doreen and Malcolm Lasky, together with Alex, Simon, 
Harrison and Jamie and Louise wish everyone a happy New Year.

LEVER: Carole, Alan and the Lever family wish a very happy 
and healthy New Year with peace to all. Shana Tova!

LEVINE: Sydney and Cecile Levine extend to all their relatives and 
friends good wishes for a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

LEVINSON: Warm greetings to the Rabbis, Colleagues and friends 
in the community. Shana Tova to you all from Doris Levinson.

LEWIS: Audrey and Leslie wish their family and friends a happy 
and healthy New Year.

LYONS: Jeff and Gillian Lyons and Rachel Bailey wish their family 
and friends a very happy, healthy and peaceful Shana Tova.

LYONS/MELCHER: The Lyons and Melcher families wish 
everyone Shana Tova for a peaceful and happy 5770.

MAGRILL: Shana Tova to my dear mother, children, 
grandchildren, family and dear friends from Marilyn Magrill.

MAGRILL: Pam Magrill sends warm greetings to her family and 
friends for a healthy and happy New Year.

MANN: Lewis Mann and family would like to wish all their family 
and friends a happy and healthy New Year.

MASON: Hazel and Harry Mason wish their family, relatives and 
friends a happy and healthy New Year and well over the Fast.

MELCHER: Joan and David Melcher wish their friends a happy, 
healthy and peaceful New Year.

MILLER: Wishing Rabbonim, their families and all my good 
friends a happy New Year and well over the Fast.

MISKIN: Francine and Ivor Miskin wish a Shana Tova to all 
friends and “co-workers” throughout the community.

MORDECAI: Estelle Mordecai wishes her family and friends a 
very happy New Year and well over the Fast.

MORRIS: Stephen, Phillipa, Gemma and Oliver Morris wish all 
their family and friends a Shana Tova.

MOSS: Pat and Roland Moss and family wish all their friends a 
healthy, happy and peaceful New Year.

NISSEN: Nettie Nissen sends greetings and all good wishes to 
relatives and friends for a happy New Year.

PANTO: Happy New Year to all my family and friends. With love 
from Lee Panto.

PANTO: Rosa and Stewart Panto wish all their family and 
friends a healthy and happy New Year.

PANTOOCK: Rosalind Pantoock wishes her friends and relatives 
in the Brighton and Hove area a very happy New Year and well 
over the Fast.

PASTOR: Sarah and Tom Pastor wish Rabbi Efune, family and 
friends L’Shana Tova and thanks for their support following the 
sad loss of Sarah’s mother.
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PHILLIPS/SPECTOR: Renee Phillips and Helen Spector wish family 
and friends Shana Tova, good health and happiness for 5770.

RATNER: Lily Ratner sends warmest wishes for a happy and 
healthy Rosh Hashanah to all her friends in Brighton and Hove.

RENTS: Renee and Joe Rents wish their dear family and friends 
a happy New Year and well over the Fast.

RICH: Gillian and Michael Rich wish all their family and friends 
a very happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

RICHARDS: Jackie and Ivor Richards and family wish all 
relatives and friends a very happy, healthy and peaceful New 
Year and well over the Fast.

RICHARDS: Jill and Ivor Richards send best wishes to all their 
relatives and friends. May the New Year be a peaceful one.

ROLAND: Bernard and Marianne Roland wish family and friends 
a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

ROSE: The Rose family send kosher season’s greetings to all. 
Jack, Elaine and Marianne Rose.

ROSENFIELD: Shana Tova from Sue and Tony Rosenfield. 
We wish all our family and friends a happy, healthy New Year.

RUBIN: Brian and Sharon Rubin wish their family and friends 
Shana Tova.

RUBIN: Hazel and Joe Rubin send their best wishes to family 
and friends for a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year and 
well over the Fast.

SAMUELS: Angela and Steven Samuels, together with Damian, 
Leanne, Paul, Sarah and Ruby wish the community “Shana Tova”.

SAMUELSON: Doris and Sydney send greetings to their family 
and friends in southern England. We wish you much health and 
happiness during 5770 and onward.

SCHAVERIEN: David Schaverien wishes friends, family and 
all who know him a Chag Sameuch and a healthy, happy and 
peaceful 5770.

SCRIVEN: A happy, healthy and good New Year to my family 
and friends. Valentine Scriven.

SELIGMAN: Marilyn Seligman wishes her dear family and 
friends a very happy and healthy New Year.

SELTZER: Rita Seltzer wishes her family, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, Rabbonim and many friends Shana Tova.

SHALAM: Maurice Shalam wishes the community in Brighton 
and Hove a happy New Year and well over the Fast.

SHARPE: Wishing my dear children, and Adam and Lexi, a very 
happy and healthy New Year. Laura Sharpe.

SHAW: Eddie Shaw wishes his family and friends a happy and 
healthy New Year.

SHELTON: Fausta Shelton wishes friends, colleagues and the 
whole community a peaceful 5770.

SIMONS: A happy, healthy and peaceful New Year to all family 
and friends from Jack and Joan Simons.

SIMONS: Ruth Simons wishes the community Shana Tova and 
well over the Fast.

SLESS: Ruth Sless from Protea Village, Israel, sends warm 
greetings to all friends and readers of Sussex Jewish News. A 
happy and healthy New Year to all.

SOROKIN: Ivor and Gweni Sorokin send our sincere good 
wishes for a joyous and healthy New Year to the whole 
community. May we all enjoy life’s most precious blessings.

STANFORD: Jeffrey, Lydia and Simon Stanford wish their family 
and friends a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

STEIDAM: Rene and Elizabeth Steidam wish Rabbi Charles 
“Mazel tov” Wallach, the community and all our friends a 
happy New Year. Shana Tova.

STYLE: Alan and Irene Style would like to say Shana Tova to 
our lovely family and friends.

SUGARMAN: Lucy Sugarman wishes her dear family and 
wonderful friends a very healthy and happy New Year and well 
over the Fast.

SWITHERN: Lydia and Bernard Swithern wish family and 
friends a happy and healthy year.

TACK: Phyllis Tack wishes all her darling family and wonderful 
friends a happy and healthy New Year, and thanks for all 
support at all times.

TAYLOR: Gloria Taylor wishes all her dear friends and family a 
happy and healthy New Year.

TAYLOR: Best wishes for a healthy and happy New Year to all the 
friends I meet in Shul, Ralli Hall, and JACS. Dr Ellen (Nina) Taylor.

TAYLOR: Ronnie and Linda Taylor wish their dear family, 
friends, and all the Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation a happy 
and healthy New Year.

WALKER: Doreen and Benie Walker wish their dear children, 
grandchildren, family and friends a healthy, joyous New Year.

WALKER: Lesley, Steve, Oliver and Ryan Walker wish all their 
dear family and friends a happy and healthy New Year.

WHITE: Good health and happiness for the coming year and 
always to my family and lovely friends within the community 
from Diana White.

WINSTON: Myra and Grant Winston wish all their family and 
friends a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

WOOLFE: Laurel and Julian Woolfe wish children, 
grandchildren, relatives and friends a happy, healthy New Year.

WORTHING AND DISTRICT JEWISH COMMUNITY: The 
committee of Worthing and District Jewish Community extend 
good wishes for the New Year to all their members, families.
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diary@sussexjewishnews.com

Regular Activities
All activities are at Ralli Hall unless otherwise noted. Please liaise with 
activity contacts regarding activities that fall on a Jewish holiday.

Sundays
Shalom Programme Breakfast Show 9.00 - 9.55 am 
www.radioreverb.com and 97.2 FM 

Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am -12.00 noon, all levels welcome: Simon 
01273 235607

Mondays 
Afternoon Club with Tea 1.30 pm: Greta 01273 721987

Rubber and Duplicate Bridge 1.30 – 4.30 pm ₤2.00:
Reba 01444 410435

Tuesdays 
Advanced Oil Painting Group: Martin 01273 327403

Painting with Rochelle (JAS) 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm: 01273 503708

Israeli Folk Dancing 7.45 pm - 9.45 pm: Jacky 01273 688538

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm: Suzanne 01273 
739999

Ivrit Classes 6.45 – 7.45 pm: Sara Allen 01273 566416 or Norina on 
01273 2022544

Wednesdays 
J:Tots (formerly Mothers and Toddlers) 
10.00 am -12.30 pm, weekly from 9 September, 
£1 (members), £2 (non-members) per session: Rachel 01273 204334 
or e-mail jtots@rocketmail.com

Painting with Gwyneth Rose (JAS) 10.00 am - 12.00 noon: 01273 
540464 RH

Chutzpah Choir Singing in Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew, Russian and 
Ukrainian with Polina Shepherd,
7.00 pm – 8.45 pm: Rosalind 01273 541031

Thursdays
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club 10.30 am - 4.30 pm: Suzanne 01273 
739999

Shabbat Shalom/Chag Same’ach - 
Brighton times
September 2009
Fri 4th September in 7.23 pm out Sat 5th 8.30 pm
Fri 11th in 7.08 pm out Sat 12th 8.13 pm
Rosh Hashanah (1st day) Fri 18th light candles 6.52 pm
Rosh Hashanah (2nd day) Sat 19th light Candles after 7.57 pm
Fri 25th in 6.36 pm out Sat 26th 7.41 pm
Yom Kippur Sun 27th light candles 6.32 pm
Mon 28th Yom Kippur ends 7.36 pm

October 2009
Sukkot (1st day) Fri 2nd Oct light candles 6.20 pm
Sukkot (2nd day) Sat 3rd light candles after 7.25 pm
Shemini Atzeret Fri 9th light candles 6.05 pm
Simchat Torah Sat 10th light candles after 7.10 pm
Sun 11th Yom Tov ends 7.07 pm
Fri 16th in 5.50 pm out Sat 17th 6.55 pm
Fri 23rd in 5.36 pm out Sat 24th 6.42 pm
Fri 30th in 4.22 pm out Sat 31st 5.29 pm

Special Events - September
Wednesday 2
JACS: Montague Stevens Entertains At the Piano
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove. Members ₤1.50/Non Members ₤2.00

Wednesday 9
JACS: Guest Speaker Brian Dungate 
“Holidays to Suit Your Taste” AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove. Members 
₤1.50/Non Members ₤2.00

Monday 14 
SARID Social get-together. Bring one thing that is particularly dear to you and 
tell us why. 10.45 am at Ralli Hall 

Wednesday 16 
JACS Guest Speaker Chris Rudd “The Heart of London”
AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove. Members ₤1.50/Non Members ₤2.00

Wednesday 16 
European Day of Jewish Culture and Heritage
JTrails Heritage Tour of Jewish Brighton, 2.00 pm
This is a trial run (approx 1 hour) for the tour that is to be launched 
next year. Everyone welcome, but please advise www.jtrails.org.uk 
(then go to contact us) beforehand. Meet outside Brighton Railway 
Station, Queens Road.

Wednesday 23
JACS: Guest Speaker Godfrey Gould 
“Brighton and the Hanoverians” AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove.
Members ₤1.50/Non Members ₤2.00

Wednesday 30 
JACS: Hat Debate – air your views – speak your mind. AJEX Centre, 
Eaton Road, Hove. Members ₤1.50/Non Members ₤2.00

Special Events - October
JACS usually meets on Wednesdays at AJEX Centre, Eaton Road, Hove. 
For information on their October programme, please contact Janice on 
01273 772812

Wednesday 7 Sussex Jewish News - Submission deadline for 
  November issue.

Thursday 15 Brighton World Sacred Music Festival presents the 
  Mediterranean Sephardic music of Los Desterrados 
with special guests Razia Aziz and Lou Beckerman. Brighton & Hove 
Reform Synagogue, 8.00 pm. Tickets: £12 (concs £9), £10 (concs 
£8) from www.worldsacredmusic.org or the Dome Box Office. More 
details on Los Desterrados can be found on the band’s website: www.
losdesterrados.com 

Sunday 18 Helping Hands Tea. 2.30-4.30 at    
  Mark Luck Hall. Donation ₤2.50.

Monday 19 SARID with guest speaker with guest speaker 
  Professor Gerald Curzon A Strange Love Affair – 
  Hannah Arendt and the Nazi
  Philosopher Martin Heidegger. 10.45 am

Sunday 25 Helping Hands Volunteer Day
  10-00 am-5-00 pm, AJEX Hall, Palmeira Avenue.
  Light lunch provided no charge. Call 747722. E-mail 
  helping-hands@ntlworld.com for a booking form.

Tuesday 27 Jewish Historical Society

Grodzinski’s challot and rye bread are available 
from Premier Convenience Stores in Hove Street 
every Thursday morning until supplies run out.



Celebrating Jewish Heritage 
in Brighton and Hove

JTrails Roadshow | The Studio at Ralli Hall
29 November 2009 | 12 noon to 4.00pm

In 2006, Anglo-Jewry celebrated the 350th anniversary of the re-admittance of Jews 
to England. But, in fact, the history of the Jewish community in England stretches 
back well over 1,000 years. JTrails, the National Anglo-Jewish Heritage Trail, is a 
new initiative of the Spiro Ark to raise awareness of this rich, but often unknown, 
history among both Jews and non-Jews alike, and to encourage individuals to 
investigate their own roots as well as the fascinating origins of their community.

JTrails Jewish Brighton & Hove Community Heritage Project
During 2009-2010 JTrails is creating a trail and tour of the Jewish Heritage in Brighton & Hove.

The 29 November Roadshow will present progress on the project and a chance to see some of the memories and 
stories that have been collected; and view an outline of the Brighton & Hove’s JTrail.

Memories & Histories from JTrails other projects - including Northampton, Lincoln, Oxford, and South London will be on 
display. The 29 November Roadshow provides a chance for you to contribute your own story or memory or to bring 
along an old photograph or document to share.

You don’t need to wait for the Roadshow - To contribute a story or memory, or nominate a location on a trail at 
any time visit the JTrails website – www.jtrails.org.uk- and click on Get Involved or contact the JTrails Outreach Officer 
jtrailsoutreach@hotmail.co.uk or write to JTrails c/o Oxford Centre for Hebrew & Jewish Studies, Yarnton Manor, 
Yarnton, Oxfordshire, OX5 1PY

The Sassoon Mausoleum Florence Road Cemetery Middle Street Synagogue


