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Editorial
March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb?  You
really have to wonder.  Our communities have been 
roaring into March with a wealth of activities that helped 
dispel the winter cold.  It also explains why there have been
no entries so far in our Mea Culpa Competition (even
though we purposely left a number of typos in there – just to
be fair).  People were busy.

Thankfully the number of activities we are all enjoying is 
increasing.  Weʼll see each other at any one of the 
readings of Megillat Esther or meet up in the pub to drink in
honour of Purim.  Or maybe weʼll join in any one of the
many varied social activities listed in the communal diary or
go to the films being shown in Brighton as part of the UK
Jewish Film Festival.   

Many of us will also be coming together at Roedean for 
the Brighton & Hove Day Limmud.  Thatʼs where weʼll be
launching our revamped website as one of many parts of
the new community website, www.sussexjewishonline.com,
which will also launch at the same time.   

One thing is certain:  Sussex Jewry is active and becoming
more so.  Maybe March comes in like a lion and goes out
like a bigger lion.  Unless one looks at the calendar.  Then
March comes in like a lion and goes out like a 
korban Pesach – a Paschal lamb with all of us waiting to
pounce on new social activities later in April.

Happy Purim / Chag Purim Same’ach to all.
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from our readers

Births
Mazel tov to Sandra and Brian Josyfon on the birth of 
a fourth grandchild.

Mazel tov tov to Sylvia Ash on the birth of twin 
great-granddaughters.

Birthdays
Mazel tov to Muriel Elkin-Rose, Benita Ferris, Ron
Gould, Emma Myers, Ivor Miskin, Paul Samrah  and
Sybil Wilson, all of whom are celebrating special 
birthdays.

Get Well
Refuah shelaimah to Suzi Collard and Jack Levy.

Achievements
Mazel tov to Kimberly Style and her family on the 
occasion of her bat mitzvah.
Mazel tov to Ronnie Marcovitch on his second 
bar mitzvah. 

Condolences
We wish long life to:
• the family of Hetty Levene z”l
• Ruth Morris on the passing of husband Bruce
• the family of Jessie Price z”l

Consecration
The memorial stone in loving memory of Stella 
Noble z”l will be consecrated on Sunday, 1 March at
2.00 pm at the Jewish cemetery, Meadowview, Bear
Road, Brighton.

Letters
I was very impressed and delighted that you published the 
article The challenges and prospects for Jewish-Muslim 
dialogue by Imam Sajid. I wonder if a similar article from a
leading Rabbi would be published in a Muslim newspaper or
magazine. One would hope so.  
I have always thought that it is luck where you are born and
therefore which religion or culture you belong to. That's why
we need to tolerate (and understand) other people's faiths
and cultures however challenging that may be. Keep up the
good work addressing such issues.

Andy Devon
I was very interested in your article about Joshua Nelson and
The Kosher Gospel Singers in last month's SJN. In my years
as choir leader at the Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue we
explored many different tunes to Adon Alom. We all had our
favourites so I thought it might be a nice exercise to challenge
the choristers to come up with a novel idea for a melody to
this anthem.  Very tongue in cheek, it was suggested that at
Christmas time we could use Good King Wenceslas!

Scarborough Fair fits in quite beautifully and I was thinking
about teaching the Cheder children to sing it one Shabbat
morning. However, the most unusual tune put to me was Any
Dream Will Do from Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat. Try it for yourselves; it really does work.

Gweni Sorokin

The article about the Wood triplets in your January issue 
reminded me of the Yom Kippur of 1981.  During the 
afternoon break, three very smart boys in grey suits walked
into Middle Street shul.  I knew about them, but had never
met them.  They decided that it was the shul for them and that
was the begining of a long and happy relationship. Their
knowledge of Hebrew was outstanding and soon they were
partaking in the service whenever it was needed, and became
part of the ʻMiddle Street Familyʼ, as the regulars were known.  
They also went to the Jewish Home on Friday nights to take
the service there.
They used to help us with the Succah and whenever we had
a Shabbaton, we knew we could rely on them to shift the 
furniture around.
After all these years they have gone their separate ways and
become very successful in their careers; Bryan in Prague,
Benjamin in America and Richard in Canada, who is now 
engaged to be married. Mazel tov to him.
They are now young men but keep in touch with us and all
their news through their parents, Margaret and Robin Wood.
I look forward to the day when they come back to see us, but
until then they will always be known as ʻour boysʼ.

Elizabeth Caplin

Join the community at Ralli Hall at 7 pm on 28 April 2009
to celebrate Yom Haʼatzmaut with Colin Shindler, author of
A History of Modern Israel and What Do Zionists Believe?
Then come and shop in our market of Jewish books, 
Jewish music and Judaica.  Enjoy refreshments and
much, much more.  Look for more details, next month in
Sussex Jewish News!

We mourn the loss of two dear cousins Hetty Levene
and Jessie Price.  We would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all at Hyman Fine House for their loving
care of Jessie, and to Fausta Shelton for her great
kindness and consideration visiting both cousins.

June Sinclair and Joe Levene

Personal

announcements / classified

Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration – 28 April

CARER AVAILABLE
PRIVATE

20 years experience.
Qualified to administer

medication. Hourly
rates and references 

available.
Further information ring

Jenny King
01273 880013

ROOM WITH EN-SUITE
BATHROOM TO LET  
Iʼm a 25 year old male
looking for a flat mate. I
have a 2 bedroom flat at

Brighton Marina. Age
18/35, non-smoker. £525

per month inclusive.
Please call 

07703 562400.
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Hastings & District Jewish Society
This yearʼs National Holocaust Memorial Day service at
St. Mary-in-the-Castle, Hastings, was without doubt a
most remarkable and outstanding event. Attended by
over 400 people, including many dignitaries from around
the county, it was a collaboration between the Society,
the Council of Christians and Jews and Christian Friends
of Israel.  It was sponsored by Hastings Council.  
In keeping with this yearʼs theme, Standing up to Hatred,
the story of how the Danish people saved their Jewish
compatriots from the Nazis was recounted. It was 
especially poignant, as one of our members and her 
family were amongst those who were rescued. Stella
Harris and Christophe Lennard led the reading of this
amazing story. We were honoured to have the presence
of the Danish Deputy Ambassador, who spoke most 
generously about the contribution that Jewish people
made to Danish society.  The internationally renowned 
violinist, John Kane, played music from Schindler’s List.
Bernard Perkins of Opera South East sang Kaddish.
This event always involves a lot of hard work behind the
scenes over a long period of time and we are grateful to
all those who made it happen. 
On Friday 6th February we held our monthly service and
social. In place of a speaker we had a very friendly 
meeting recounting stories from our lives. In March our
speaker is Mr Ken Brooks
Eastbourne Jewish Social Scene is holding a Grand
Purim Party on March 8 – see below for details. On Purim
itself, Tuesday March 10th, Stella has kindly offered her
home for a reading of the Megillah – in English. Please
let her know if you can attend.
Since 1974 Hastings & District Jewish Society has been
bringing people together who are interested in Jewish life
in Hastings, Bexhill, Rye and the surrounding areas.  For
all enquiries please contact us on 07743 992295 or write
to PO Box 74, Bexhill, East Sussex TN39 4ZZ.

Ralli hall hosts first 
SPARKS seminar
The SPARKS Programme is a series of seminars that
launched on 1 February 2009 as a regional development
initiative for lay leaders by the Board of Deputies. The first
and was attended by over thirty community representatives
including delegates from Brighton & Hove, Eastbourne,
Hastings, Tunbridge Wells, Canterbury and Maidstone.  
Delegates chose between sessions on managing commu-
nity organisations or Jewish education in the community.
In the morning sessions, Angela Gluck Wood discussed
“Were you born great or did you have greatness thrust
upon you?” whilst Clive Lawton worked with the education
group on how to create a curriculum for Jewish education.
In the afternoon the presenters switched sessions.  Clive
Lawton continued the leadership and management session
on “How do you get people to do things?”  Meanwhile, 
Angela Gluck Wood met with the education group to 
discuss teaching and teaching techniques.
Delegates learned a lot on various issues and enjoyed the
opportunity to meet and network with leaders from different
communities. All looked forward to the next sessions on 1
March at Gatwick, 26 April in Tunbridge Wells and 31 May
at Ralli Hall.  Future sessions will feature a variety of
speakers who will be looking at topics such as Israel 
following the general election, social action, creating 
speakers panels, inter-faith issues and Jewish education
for children and adults. 
Additional spaces are limited for future sessions.  All ses-
sions are free and travel expenses are reimbursed by the
Board of Deputies.  For more information or to register for
future sessions, please contact Hannah Ashleigh at the
Board by e-mail to hannah.ashleigh@bod.org.uk or by 
telephone on 0207 543 5400.

David Seidel

ultimately benefit both our clients and volunteers.
The first of this yearʼs events was on Sunday 25 January at
the Mark Luck Hall.  The volunteers who came were the
trustees, executive members, tea administrators, the
“phone-uppers” (who call our clients monthly) and of course
the Sunday tea team who organise the catering and enter-
tainment. Our aim was to bring together all the back-room
staff involved in the lead-up to our monthly teas.   
We drank tea, and ate delicious sandwiches and cake. The
afternoon was a great opportunity to learn a little more
about how much work goes into the arranging of our 
Sunday teas.
The next event will be an evening in March for all our driv-
ers followed by another evening in May for our volunteer
home visitors and befrienders.
After reading this if you can put pen to paper or fingers to
keyboard please send us a few words.

Helping Hands
Over the past few months, like many local organisations,
we have taken a step back to look at how we can do
things even better.  We have been taking advice from our
mentors and are in the process of implementing a much
more efficient and caring organisation.    
We would like more contact with our volunteers and to be
able to offer more to our clients. With this in mind we
have now introduced a Volunteer Information Sheet that
we will distribute monthly in order to keep our volunteers
up to date. We also intend to have a ʻHands Onʼ newslet-
ter for our clients which will coincide with the chagim.  It
will replace our existing newsletter. We would welcome
contributions from both volunteers and clients for inclu-
sion - sad or funny, serious or amusing, but worthy of
passing on.  
We are planning a series of events for volunteers where
they will be able to share news and views which will 



Eastbourne Jewish Social Scene
EJSS invites you to their Purim Party which is being held
on Sunday 8th March from 3.00 pm to 5.00 pm at the
WRVS centre in Eastbourne.  In addition to another
scrumptious tea and a tribute to Purim we have the 
fabulous Downtown IV playing Trad Jazz for your 
entertainment. Fancy dress is optional.  All this for only
£5.00 or £2.50 for children aged 5-12. To obtain tickets 
in advance contact Claudy on 01323 521283 or e-mail 
claujune@aol.com
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SJYG at Hyman Fine House
In honour of Tu B'Shevat  the Sussex Jewish Youth
Group, along with the kind help of Rabbi Pesach Efune,
planted a beautiful tree in the Hyman Fine House garden.
Much to the excitement of many of the residents, after
planting the tree we had a little chat to them whilst Aaron 

Borkum serenaded everyone with his fantastic alto 
saxophone.

We would like to thank Helping Hands for allowing us to
use their minibus, the Hyman Fine House for allowing us
to perform this mitzvah and for being so welcoming,
Liron and Raquel our two fantastic youth workers, for all
the help they put in and all our members who were, as
always, fantastic representatives of the Brighton & Hove
Jewish youth community.

We have many exciting new projects coming up, there is
talk of a trip to Thorp Park, a big haunted sleepover, a
charity fundraiser night walk from the marina to the 
lagoon and we are even organizing the teen programme
for Brighton Limmud. So please come along.  For more 
information please contact Liron on 07730 970975.

Gabi Markham 

A tree for our generations

Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation
In anticipation of Purim, Frank Miller writes that “Haman,
the Prime Minister of Iran  2,500 years ago, was intent on
killing all Jews. Fortunately he did not succeed and,
thanks to this, the 9th and 10th of March this year marks
the celebration of Purim – the noisiest and most irrever-
ent festival in the Jewish calendar. [Today the] Hamas
leadership calls for the killing of all Jews, so has anything
changed in the last  2,500 years apart from an ʻsʼ being
substituted for an ʻnʼ?  Amazingly, “Hamas” is also a 
Biblical Hebrew word meaning ʻviolenceʼ or ʻdestructionʼ.
Now do you believe in Bible codes?”   

There will be no Purim service at Susans Road as there
will be an incorporation of the Esther story at the EJSS
Purim party. Please see above for details.

There will be a communal Seder on Thurs. 9th April 2009
at 7pm held in the Synagogue hall. For more details 
collect a leaflet from the Shul or phone Linda on 01323
484135 or Sally on 07739 082538.

The Christian Friends of Israel will be using our Shul hall
to hold a forum together with our community. Participants
will include Eric Moonman, ex-Member of Parliament and
member of the Zionist Federation. It will be open to all
members of the Jewish Communities. A date will be 
confirmed and circulated.

Eastbourne Progressive Jewish
Congregation
A moving and meaningful service was held at the Friends
Meeting House, Wish Rd, Eastbourne at 4pm on 27 
January. It was led by the Rev. Sheila Foreman of the
Central Methodist Church, Andrew Jay of Eastbourne
Progressive Jewish Congregation and Ronnie Taylor of
the Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation. 

Members of the Christian and the Jewish communities of
Eastbourne met to remember the six million Jews who
perished in the Holocaust during the last World War, as
well as the countless others lost in subsequent genocides
elsewhere.  Kaddish was recited, Psalm 19 was read,
and a moving version of Psalm 121 sung by the Liberal
Jewish Synagogue Choir was played.  Readings were
heard from the works of Elie Wiesel, and Corrie Ten
Boom.  Six candles were lit in commemoration of the 6
million Jews who perished in the Holocaust.

Our next Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 4 March
at 11am in the Garden Room (Conservatory) of The
Hydro Hotel, Mount Road, Eastbourne.

Our Services, which are held at The Friends Meeting
Place, Eastbourne, Wish Road, are: -

13 March - Normal Erev Shabbat Service 7pm
27 March - Chavurah Supper 5pm, 

Erev Shabbat Service 7pm

WIZO@Home Quiz 2009
An innovative way to raise funds for WIZO which was
launched last year and it was so successful that it was
repeated again this year.  Sussex WIZO organised two
tables - one in Hove and the other in Eastbourne. In 
excess of £30,000 was raised nationally by this event,
which funds are dedicated to helping the one in five 
vulnerable children at risk in Israel.  
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community spanning a large age range. Other members
of the community delivered a series of readings from the
writings of a wide range of authors. The Ark was opened
for the reading of the Shemah from the Synagogueʼs
Czech scroll.  Rabbi Sarah explained that the scroll had
come from a community in Fridek Mystek which had been 
effectively destroyed by the German war machine.
Amongst many poignant moments, probably the most
touching was the rendition of the Patriots Song, sung from
the balcony of the Synagogue by Josephine Spiegel and
accompanied on violin by Tilly Kearey.
The evening ended with Aubrey Cole, the Chair of the
Local AJEX branch, being invited to light the memorial
candle, which he did with great grace.
Thanks are due to Rabbi Sarah for arranging an excellent
cross-communal event.

Ivor Miskin

Worthing & District Jewish 
Community
Well, here we are again and yes, we are still going strong.
Unfortunately, due to holidays and defunct computers
weʼve not been able to submit our usual articles for the
last couple of months. We even had to cancel our
Chanukah party but have promised our members and
Rev. Malcolm Weisman a late celebration at the end of
May.
We are grateful to have had several visits from Rabbi
Charles Wallach of BHRS ranging from a very successful
and enjoyable afternoon meeting in November to his 
attending our Worthing service for Holocaust Memorial
Day. The Mayor, many church dignitaries, representatives
of the police, Salvation Army and very importantly, the
local Imam, joined our Community in a moving service
held near the tree planted in Beach Park to commemorate
this special day.  Rena Haines, accompanied by her 
husband and daughter, tied a wreath to the tree in 
memory of her family. The Imam impressed all with his
oration and Rabbi Wallach ended by saying Kaddish.  
Afterwards we were all treated to coffee and cake in the
local park café by the Mayor.  All in all a very satisfactory
morning apart, that is, from the failure of Barbara to set
free all three doves from their basket. Two flew out on cue
but it took the assistance of the Mayor to get the third to
move!  And the weather in this miserable winter … well
this IS Worthing … and, of course, just before we were
due to start the sun came out.
We are regularly approached on HMD by someone who
expresses an interest in our Community and this year was
no exception. A lady told us that her grandfather had been
a Rabbi but that her father had opted out. This was the
first time she had ever heard Hebrew and she now wants
to join us for Seder night.  Another timely reminder of how
many people out there may be searching for their Jewish
roots. They are all given a warm Worthing welcome.
Forthcoming events:

Purim Tuesday 10, March  2.30 pm with special tea
Seder night:  Thursday 9 April

Ian & Barbara Gordon

Shoah Memorial Event
In the absence of any spiritual event being organised by
the City Council, Rabbi Sarah volunteered to arrange a
Community event for National Holocaust Memorial Day.
The Progressive Synagogue was packed on 27 January
for this event, with the Mayor of the City of Brighton and
Hove, Councillor Gary Peltzer Dunn, and the Mayoress,
Mrs Chip Peltzer Dunn in attendance. A wide cross-sec-
tion of the local community, both Jewish and otherwise,
was present. 
The proceedings began with a six minute silence, 
signifying the 6 million Jews who perished in the Shoah.
This was followed by the lighting of the six candles on a
menorah with each one lit by a different member of the

AJEX
All the events in January were well attended.  The Ajex
Quiz compiled and hosted by Stewart Macintosh was a
great success, and we say a big "thank you" to him and 
all those involved. 
Aubrey Cole has reported the sad news that our National
President, Major Edmund de Rothschild CBE VMH, died
on 17th January at the age of 93.  'Eddie' had been our
National President for many years, during which time he
had done very great service to AJEX.  He had been our
sheet anchor.  He will be remembered by us with great 
affection.  Our branch has a special memory of the time
when we (together with other branches) were invited to
Exbury for lunch to tour the magnificent gardens.
We remind you that the AJES AGM will be held at Ralli
Hall on Sunday April 5th 10.30am.  Please try to attend.

Judy Gabriel, PRO Ajex Brighton & Hove

Youth Aliyah Child Rescue
The Brighton and Hove Committee of Youth Aliyah Child
Rescue thank all who contributed so quickly and 
generously to our recent appeal.
Tom opened its doors to over 40 families, frightened 
children, weary and worried parents, all badly in need of
rest and recuperation. At Aloney Yitzchak the children who
normally return to their families for the weekend are 
reluctant to do so, and so additional staff and provisions
have had to be organised – and paid for!
While we continue to care for the children in our villages –
as we have for over 75 years - we can only hope and pray
that the coming months will be more peaceful for the 
children, and all concerned with their welfare, everywhere.
Thank you again.

Liz Posner, 
Hon.Chairman
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On our sixteenth bus
Two recent batches of Brighton & Hove buses have all 
received names of people associated with this locality.
Seven single-deckers will ply the 50 Shuttle route, whilst
13 Scania Omnicity double deckers have been allocated 
to route 5. Of the latter no. 706 is named 'Alfred Feld'. He
was only the second Jewish Mayor of Brighton, holding 
office in 1978-9.  The first was Lord (then Lewis) Cohen
who is on bus no. 818.  The Alfred Feld bus was put into
service on 9 January 2009.  It brings the number of Jews
commemorated on our buses to sixteen.

Comments about Alfred
Feld by some who
knew him have not 
always been kind and,
as I will be speaking
about Jews commemo-
rated on our buses at
Limmud on 29 March, I
would like some more
personal reminiscences
of him. Anybody who
would like to give me
their views will be most
welcome to do so. It
would also be helpful to
have observations
about others who have
lived here fairly 
recently. They include
Lewis Cohen himself,

David Land, Harry Leader, Ben Sherman (Arthur 
Sugarman), Sir Hans Singer and Jack Solomons. Herzl
Sless I knew well myself and have also had the benefit of
talking about him with his widow, Ruth.

I can be contacted at 8 Rothbury Road, Hove BN3 5LH
or by telephone on 01273 419412. Obviously comments
cannot be kept confidential if I am to use them in a 
lecture, but they will be unattributed unless otherwise 
authorised by the source.

Godfrey Gould

Alfred Feld continues to roam
the streets of Brighton & Hove

Jewish Historical Society
Rabbi Charles Wallach gave an interesting and 
informative talk entitled 36 Good Men and True on 
Tuesday 27th January at the Ralli Hall.
He pointed out that the 27th January was the anniversary
of the liberation of Auschwitz. The 36 men were Rabbis
from Europe who had came to England before the war.
British Jewry was very much influenced by the influx of
these Rabbis with their emphasis on scholarship and
learning.
Rabbi Wallach then went on to talk about the origin of the
Reform Movement in the United Kingdom and the 
influence of people like Leo Baeck and Lily Montagu.
The talk was enthusiastically received and ended with
questions and discussion over tea. 

Joan Melcher

JACS March Programme
JACS begins the month with our Annual General Meeting
on 4 March with special guest, National Chairman 
Sydney Grant. On 11 March Theresa Sundt will be 
discussing the 9 Colour Personalities and Your Birthday
Colours. One week later, on 18 March, Philip Freeman
will be telling us about his trip to China – Land of 
Contrasts. Then on 25 March we will be joined by Alan
Grey who will speak on Weather, Climate and 
Landscapes.

All JACS meetings are held at 2.00 pm in the AJEX 
Centre, Eaton Road, Hove.  Admission is £1.50 for 
members (who must show their membership cards) and
£2.00 for visitors.  

For more information about JACS, please call Janice
Greenwood on 01273 772812.

Hate crimes and the CPS 
Four members of Brighton and Hoveʼs Black and 
Minority Ethnic (BME) communities met with members of
the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) on February 5th.
The meeting was suggested by the CPS in order to 
develop our understanding of how the CPS works and
how it deals with racially and religiously motivated crime. 

We learned how the CPS in Sussex is structured, how
charges are decided upon, how cases are progressed
and how prosecution witnesses are supported 
(particularly important when witnesses may feel 
intimidated either by individuals or just the thought of
being in a court of law). Most valuable, however, was the
discussion that took place enabling community members
to comment, for example, on aspects of witness support
to ensure the quality of evidence is not diminished 
because of language or cultural issues. 

All of us who attended are members of the Racial 
Harassment Forumʼs Scrutiny Panel. The Panel was 
established in 2007 to scrutinize the work of statutory
bodies like the CPS, and to review the statistical and 
evidence base of Race crime in the city. In 2008 the
Panel did a very thorough review of the CPS, identifying
gaps in the service it was providing in the area of racially
and religiously motivated crime, such as gaps in 
statistical monitoring, the availability of interpreters, 
communication with other agencies, communication with
victims, etcetera. The CPS has a duty to address the 
issues identified and our meeting was part of their 
response. The Scrutiny Panel has now begun its scrutiny
of Brighton and Hoveʼs Housing Department.

For anyone interested in the CPS Policy regarding hate
crime there are two booklets available: “Racist and 
Religious Crime – CPS Prosecution Policy” and “Policy
for Prosecuting Cases of Homophobic and Transphobic
Hate Crime” (email publicity.branch@cps.gsi.gov.uk).

Betty Skolnick
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Shedding light in dark times
I was very happy to be able to welcome thirty-
five ladies to our Chabad House (of 22 years) in
aid of such a worthy cause - our children's 
Jewish education at Torah Academy Nursery. It
was our 4th Ladiesʼ Sephardic-themed supper
and attracted new people from the Brighton and
Hove community. The event raised £250 for the
nursery.

I wanted to dedicate the evening to a fellow
shlucha Rifka Holtzberg who was so tragically
killed in her Chabad House in Mumbai. She and
her husband were a couple who sought only to
do good and many acts of kindness, bringing
the warmth of Judaism to all those around them.
I was deeply affected by their death. I felt as if
family had been taken away by such dreadful
forces of evil. How could this happen? How 
could the grandparents handle so much 
suffering? 

Amidst all the tragedy, what I found amazing and so 
encouraging was the response. Instead of wallowing in
misery, we were encouraged to channel our emotions
into positive acts to bring more light and goodness into
the world; in the same way as the Rebbe had led the 
generation after the Holocaust by nurturing and 
encouraging the pained and suffering to focus on positive
acts to bring about healing through building. 

In 1974, in response to the Yom Kippur War, the Rebbe
started a campaign to revive the age-old custom that
young girls, from the age of three, light their own 
Shabbos candle before their mothers did. This was
actually a way of combating the darkness in the world. 

Ladies night out for the Torah Academy

Sussex Police have launched an initiative likely to be of
great benefit to our community. They wish to establish a
forum, meeting perhaps quarterly, in which fears and 
concerns, incidents and reactions to all aspects of 
anti-Semitism can be aired. The objective is to give the
Police the feedback they need to deal with such issues
and to give us feedback on police activity on current 
issues. The initiative is not confined to the Jewish
community, as similar forums are planned for three other
ethnic groups.  However, they are beginning with us.

An initial meeting was held on 11 February at the 
Progressive Synagogue. In attendance from Sussex 
Police were Graham Bartlett, Detective Chief 
Superintendent, Detective Chief Inspector Nev Kemp,
and Sargeant Peter Castleton, Strategic Support Officer
matters. The level of involvement is an indication of the
seriousness with which the police are treating this 
project. DCI Kemp will be acting as project manager for
the Jewish Faith Forum. He advised us that he 
volunteered for this role as his father is half Jewish and
both his parents live in Israel.

Just like a little candle pushes away a lot of darkness, so
the mitzvah of a young Jewish girl lighting her candle,
with a brocha at the right time, pushes away a lot of 
darkness in the world and creates real light and brings a
lot of blessing.

All of the ladies were encouraged to do another special
deed - either lighting candles at the right time, putting
tzedakah in a box before lighting, saying a special extra
prayer when lighting the candles or any other good deed
in memory of the Holtzbergs.

Many thanks were given to Tessa Bass who helped 
organise the event together with Sharon Granville, 
Sandra Gross, Stephanie Anderson and Rose Ani who
helped make some of the tastiest dishes. 

Penina Efune

Though not fully representative of the whole community,
nine members of our local Jewish community attended
this initial meeting. Police stressed that they want to hear
about all incidents of anti-Semitism, no matter how minor.
Even if there is no possibility of catching the offender,
reports help to build a picture of what is happening 
and where, and, could possibly lead to an offender 
being identified at some later stage. 

Discussion ranged around pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations, issues at Sussex and Brighton 
Universities and at some local schools. It was stressed
that serious problems are at a very low level here. It was
also reported, and agreed, that there is generally now a
very quick response to any calls made.

Finally it was agreed that the Sussex Jewish 
Representative Council would deal with the matter of 
representation on the Forum, with a limit of approximately
ten participants for effectiveness. A tentative date in May
was set for the next meeting.

Ivor Miskin

Police establish Jewish Faith Forum
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Supporting Israel with one hand
I looked for familiar faces in the crowded seminar
room.The debate to come was likely to be volatile and I
didnʼt want to be caught amongst unsympathetic peers. At
the back of the room I spotted the Jewish students, from
differing backgrounds and opinions but united because all
felt similarly targeted.  We had requested an emergency
student council meeting to challenge the invitation of a par-

ticularly inflammatory
speaker, Dr Azzam
Tamimi, to our campus.

At last yearʼs Annual 
General Meeting, the 
Sussex Student Union
had passed a ʻno-plat-
formʼ policy.  The policy
– at the time a subject of
much debate, is
supposed to prevent
fascist groups from
using the university as a
platform for hate and a 

place from which to recruit equally intolerant individuals.  
In January the Jewish students were confident that the 
policy would be used to bar Dr Tamimi from speaking at
Sussex. The student councilʼs votes were split fifty-fifty
until President Laura Tazzioli cast her vote to break the tie.
Dr Tamimi was allowed to make a stand at Sussex. But
isnʼt Dr Tamimi, a representative of Hamas and an 
advocate of suicide-bombing, the sort of extremist we 
donʼt want to legitimise?  
Sussex is known for being militantly left-wing. The climate
at the university has become hostile to Jewish students
and nearly anyone who doesnʼt side with the Palestinians.
The conflict playing out in the Middle East is brought into
our lecture halls, our seminar rooms, and nearly any public 
space where a poster might be hung.
There are student societies at Sussex which make Jewish
students feel uncomfortable, angry and even victimised. I
donʼt believe it is their aim to do so, because I donʼt think
they seek to target Jews.  But the very nature of their 
beliefs - and more importantly their activities, clash so 
severely with Jewish beliefs and ideals that conflicts are
bound to arise.  Particularly problematic is the Palestine
Society, whose fundamental stance, according to their web
page, is the freedom of Palestinians from ʻillegal Israeli 
occupationʼ.  To me, their society seems to be comprised
of the personally affected and the emotionally misguided.
Some do have legitimate ties to ʻPalestineʼ, such as a 
parent who grew up in the West Bank.  
What causes the personally unaffected to join remains a
mystery to me.  With the many injustices being committed
in the world, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict appears quite
far down the list.  It still amazes me that Sussex students
havenʼt organised to prevent the recruitment of child 
soldiers in Africa, or that there are no vocal protestors
seeking to end human rights violations in China.  Free
Tibet?  Was it just a fad, or a cause that was truly taken to
heart?  I have a feeling that Israel-bashing has become the

new trendy cause, and that many of its supporters are just 
joining the bandwagon of popular protest.  
I was somewhat surprised and delighted when I read 
another studentʼs reaction to Dr Tamimiʼs speech, 
published in our student newspaper, The Badger, on 26
January.  Although supportive of the Palestinian cause, the
student was upset by ʻthe constant comparisons drawn 
between the plight of the Palestinians and the plight of the
Jews during the Holocaust.ʼ  Rhetoric such as this, as well
as terminology like ʻapartheidʼ is hugely inappropriate. Not
only does it describe the situation in Israel inaccurately, it
also belittles the historical records of the Holocaust and
South Africaʼs apartheid.  
The Badger article continued, ʻSome of the language used
also bordered on anti-Semitism with one speaker talking of
a conspiracy involving Zionists around the World.ʼ  Are
people really still buying into The Protocols of the Elders of
Zion propaganda?  Sadly, it seems that this is the case.
As much as all the anti-Israel hate makes me angry, I donʼt
mean to suggest that Israel has done no wrong.  Certainly,
every death at its hands is a tragedy, as is loss of life any-
where in the world.  Most Jews, however, are not going to
stop supporting Israel simply because theyʼve been caught
in a public relations nightmare. Eretz Yisrael is fundamental
to the essence of the Jewish people and always has been.
It is for this reason that the whole spectrum of 
Jewish students was
present at that decisive
council meeting. We
showed our support for
the Jewish state and
expressed our outrage
that a speaker 
fundamentally opposed
to its existence could 
express his views
unhindered.  
Jewish youth today is
put in a unique position.
It supports Israel with
one hand, and deflects
blows with the other.
Itʼs exhausting.  It isnʼt helped by unfavourable news 
coverage or unsympathetic decisions by student councils.
These are blows we cannot deflect with one free hand.
So what can be done?  In the hours before Dr Tamimi
arrived at Sussex, fliers were handed out to publicise an
authentically Jewish response to adversity:  students were
urged to carry out more acts of goodness and 
kindness.  ʻA little light dispels much darkness.ʼ  I think 
the most detrimental tactic is to mimic the actions of those
who oppose us.  It is not our way to resort to anger,
racism, or violence.  We can make the biggest changes
through leading by example, doing good when it seems as
if the whole world enshrines evil.

Rochel Hoose

Rochel Hoose is a third year student at the University of
Sussex reading Contemporary History and Politics

campus life

At the back of the
room I spotted the
Jewish students,
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because all felt 
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LOOKING FOR THAT 
UNUSUAL GIFT?

Ever thought of giving a
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PO Box 2178,

Hove BN3 3SZ
or phone 01273 220461 and tell

us who the gift is for .
We will do the rest. 
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chutzpah choir

Keeping our musical heritage alive
Did you know that we have a Jewish singing group in
Brighton & Hove? We call ourselves the Chutzpah Choir.
Weʼre a cross community group of people who enjoy 
coming together to learn and sing Jewish folk songs, both
traditional songs that have been handed down through the
generations and also some original compositions using 
the same Jewish modes.  Most of us have never sung in a
choir before, so we do have ʻchutzpahʼ!

Since the Choir was started just over two years ago, 
people have joined from all over Sussex - not just Brighton
& Hove but also Lewes, Worthing, Eastbourne and 
elsewhere. We come together because we share a love 
of this wonderful Jewish music and we want to keep it 
alive in Brighton &
Hove and Sussex.
Our members are not
exclusively Jewish, 
as there are also
some non-Jewish
people who love our
kind of music. The
Choir spans a large
age range. 

Polina Shepherd, our
musical director,
teaches us with 
infectious enthusiasm
and infinite patience
and brings with her
many years of 
professional 
experience as a 
Jewish composer,
singer, pianist and choir leader.  Polina comes originally
from Russia but has performed and taught in many parts of
the world. Our weekly choir sessions are quite informal and
we have a lot of fun. Thereʼs always a mid-session break
for tea and biscuits as well, which is a good 
opportunity for the Choir members to get to know 
each other.

During the past two years the Choir has learnt Jewish
songs in Yiddish, Ladino (the Spanish-related language
spoken by the Sephardic Jews in Spain), Hebrew, and
even Russian and Ukrainian! Of course we donʼt speak 
all these languages, so we just learn the words 
phonetically (but we also have the translations so we do
know what they mean). We also sing niggunim, the age old
Jewish songs without words, and sometimes we have fun
experimenting with improvisations in Jewish modes. 
Most of us donʼt read music and so Polina teaches us by
ear, although the musical notation is also available for
those who want it.

The Chutzpah Choir had a very busy autumn season. On
5th October we were invited to represent the Jewish musi-
cal tradition at the first Brighton & Hove People’s Day,

organised by B&H City Council at Hove Town Hall. The
aim was to celebrate diversity and to bring the cityʼs 
different faith and ethnic communities together. Then we
performed at a sell-out concert called ʻSacred Sussexʼ in
the Brighton Festival of World Sacred Music at the
Friends Centre on 15th October. And last but not least we
enjoyed providing the entertainment for the Reform 
Synagogueʼs Tea Party for Older People on 9th 
November.

We currently have about 30 members, although of course
not everyone can come every week. We would welcome
some new members in 2009, so why not come along and
give us a try (and bring your non-Jewish friends too)? We

meet on Wednesdays
in the basement at
Ralli Hall, 7 – 8.45pm.
You can come once
as a ʻtasterʼ before
you need decide
whether to join. The
cost is £6 per session
or £4 if youʼre a mem-
ber of Ralli Hall (or
agree to become
one). Thereʼs also a 
special reduced rate
for full-time students.
Members pay monthly
in advance just for the
sessions theyʼre able
to attend.

One of our main 
ambitions for 2009 is

to develop a strong male section. At present our regular
members are all women, although a few men do come 
occasionally. However, weʼre planning a special evening
shortly when new male singers could all come along at the
same time and sing together. It would be good to have
some deeper voices in some of our song arrangements!
So how about it, men?  We canʼt believe that there arenʼt
lots of men in our community who enjoy singing and 
previous experience isnʼt necessary. If you contact us weʼll
just keep your name on a list and then when we have
enough men interested weʼll arrange a date for our special
Menʼs Evening. 

Whether you are men or women you can contact us by
email at: chutzpahchoir@hotmail.co.uk or you can ring
Rosalind, our New Members Contact Person, on (01273)
541031. If you have questions related specifically to the
music, you can also email Polina, the Choirʼs musical 
director, at: polina_shepherd@yahoo.co.uk

Finally, do contact us via the Choir email address above if
you might be interested in having the Chutzpah Choir sing
at your event during 2009.... Weʼd love to hear from you!

Some members of the Chutzpah Choir in full voice at 
Hove Town Hall, October 2008.         © Nina Emmett
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How to book tickets

Tickets can be purchased on the door of the venues as
well as in advance.

For advance tickets for UKJFF screenings at Duke of
Yorkʼs Picturehouse please call the cinema box office on
0871 704 2056 (9.30am-8.30pm)

For advance tickets for UKJFF screenings at The Old
Court Room please call Brighton Dome Box Office on
01273 709 709 or book online at 
www.brightonticketshop.com 

UK Jewish Film Festival gets reel to real in Brighton during March

Venue details:

Duke of York’s Picturehouse
Preston Circus, Brighton BN1 4NA
Box Office: 0871 704 2056
Tickets: £7.20 (no concessions)

The Old Courtroom
118 Church Street, Brighton BN1 1UD
Please use the side entrance
Box Office: 01273 709709 (via Brighton Dome Box Office)
Tickets: £7 (no concessions)

Brighton UK Jewish Film Festival 2009 22 & 28 March

Sunday 22 March 11am: The Old Court Room
Blessed is the Match: The Life and Death of  Hannah Senesh
Dir. Roberta Grossman | USA | 2008 | 85 mins | English
Hannah Senesh was just 22 when she parachuted into Nazi-occupied Europe with a small band of Jewish volunteers from
Palestine: the only military rescue mission for Jews during the Holocaust. A gifted student from a wealthy Budapest family,
Hannah became a committed Zionist in the face of growing anti-Semitism in Hungary, emigrating to Palestine in 1939
without her beloved mother Catherine. Hannahʼs mission ended in tragedy when she was captured and executed in a
Gestapo prison, yet her poetry and diaries have left an inspirational legacy. 
Roberta Grossmanʼs film tells Hannahʼs story as much through the eyes of Catherine Senesh as those of the heroine 
herself, bringing their letters and diaries to life with gripping reconstructions to explain how their bond, as well as Hannahʼs
love for her people, compelled this courageous idealist to return to Hungary from the safety of her kibbutz. Narrated by
Oscar-nominated actress Joan Allen, and featuring interviews with Hannahʼs fellow female parachutists and former Israeli
president Shimon Peres. Blessed is the Match is an unmissable testament to a 20th century Joan of Arc. 

The film will be followed by a discussion led by Judy Ironside, Festival Director of the UK Jewish Film Festival.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT THE UKJFF WEBSITE: www.ukjewishfilmfestival.org.uk
And don’t forget, the UKJFF will also be screening three short films – Sidney Turtlebaum, Veils and 

Holocaust Tourism on Sunday, 29th March as part of the Brighton & Hove Day Limmud at Roedean School.
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film festival

Sunday 22 March 4pm: The Duke of York’s Picturehouse
Strangers
Dirs. Erez Tadmor, Guy Nativ | Israel | 2007 | 85 mins | Hebrew and Arabic with English subtitles

Weʼve all locked eyes with an attractive stranger on the under-
ground, but most of us havenʼt accidentally picked up their bag.
Thatʼs how Palestinian Rana (Lubna Azabal) and Israeli Eyal (Liron
Levo) meet by chance in Berlin. Eyal promised an ex-girlfriend heʼd
be there for the 2006 football World Cup, but finds his calls unan-
swered; Rana is running from something. Two orphans in a strange
city, the pair swap bags and decide to look for somewhere to stay. A
holiday romance ensues despite the fact heʼs from a kibbutz and
sheʼs from Ramallah. 
But Rana has unfinished business back in Paris, and when Eyal 
follows her their innocent love affair gets a lot more complicated. Will
they realise that all they really need to have in common (besides
their taste in rucksacks) is each other? Set against the backdrop of

the 2006 Lebanon War, Strangers is a beautifully acted, down-to-earth love story with two great leads in the free-spirited
Azabal and the handsome Levo, whoʼs sure to inspire some swooning in the aisles. 

With Veils Winner of Pears Foundation UKJFF Short Film 2007
Dir. Dan Susman | UK | 2007 | 80 mins | English

Starring Maureen Lipman and David Horovitch, and written and directed by Dan Susman, Veils is a story about a Jewish
girl and a Palestinian guy on their wedding day. But this is not a standard Romeo & Juliet story of forbidden love - there is
much more than meets the eye...

Saturday 28 March: Reception 8pm Film 8.30pm: The Old Court Room
Reception: Please join us for a glass of wine or a soft drink before the screening

Noodle
Dir. Ayelet Menahemi | Israel | 2007 | 101 mins | Hebrew with English subtitles 
with Mili Avital, Alon Aboutboul and Anat Waxman

A charming and deeply moving comic-drama about a young Israeli
woman and an abandoned Chinese boy whose lives converge in
the most surprising manner. 
Miri, a thirty-something flight attendant who has been twice 
widowed, lives with her volatile sister Gila, who is in the throes of a
mid-life crisis. Returning home from work one day Miri thinks 
nothing of being asked to look after their Chinese maidʼs young
son. But when she fails to return Miri finds herself with a six year old
Chinese boy silently waiting for his mother to come back. Thus 
begins a remarkable journey involving family, friends and an array
of engaging characters, crossing continents and cultures in an 
attempt to reunite mother and child. 
Flawless script, witty dialogue and well-crafted visuals are all spiced

up with a sensitive insight into human lives and loves, turning this delightful film into a meaningful cinematic experience. 
Best Supporting Actress Award, Anat Waxman, Israeli Film Academy  
Grand Jury Prize, Montreal Film Festival

With My Amulet
Dir: Leah Thorn | UK | 2008 | 8 mins | English

Beehives and high heels, fur stoles and Ford Zephyrs, 60ʼs Ashkenazi 
Anglo-Jewish suburbia cut with poet Leah Thornʼs spin on assimilation, 
acculturation and ʻother such aggravationʼ.
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In the Biblical sense
In The Year of Living 
Biblically, A J Jacobs 
recounts his year living
according to the literal
laws of the Bible.  The
problem is that as a 
secular Jew, Jacobs
barely knows where to
begin.  Avoiding shellfish
was easy. The stoning of
adulterers proved a little
more difficult. Was it
enough to walk up to
adulterers and gently
touch them with a stone?
For answers Jacobs
seeks guidance from a
large team of spiritual 
advisors from across the
Biblical spectrum.

Jacobs and religion are not a natural fit.  He participates in
a number of rituals that he cannot understand.  He meets
religious fundamentalists and moderates of all sorts.
Whether meeting a shatnes inspector, building a succah in
his apartment, dancing at Lubavitch headquarters on 
Simchat Torah, sharing a joke with the Amish, attending a
gay religious support group, spending time with Mormons
and the Moral Majority, acquiring a slave(!) or simply 
interacting with his wife and sons, Jacobs writes with 
humour and affection for all those with whom he has come
in contact.

The Year of Living Biblically is an engaging book with a
conclusion that will give even the most cynical reader
pause for thought.  It is published on 25 March by Arrow. 

David Seidel

On the CD And Sarah Danced Emil Skobeloff reinterprets
Shabbat songs using original melodies.  “I wanted to give
the listener new insight into prayer and a stronger sense of
its meaning”, he told Sussex Jewish News from his home
in the Philadelphia area.  “I wanted to look at the essence
of these beautiful songs.”  
As a child Skobeloff, who is also an emergency physician
and a former cantor, was taught to reflect the meaning of
the song in his singing.  “And Sarah Danced is my chance
to reflect this wonderful liturgical music within the context
of my life,” he said, revealing that he was also paying 
homage to influences such as The Mills Brothers and Van
Morrison among others.  

Much of the
album is
about love.
Questioning
how many
people really
see Shabbat
as a bride
marrying the
people of 
Israel, 
Skobeloff

turned L’Cha Dodi into a rollicking Appalachian-style wed-
ding dance.  “I wanted something pure, simple and inno-
cent,” he said, “but something uniquely American.”
In Ahavat Olam – where G-d pronounces his love for the
people of Israel, the tune is that of a wispy and romantic
Irish love ballad.  “When people say that they donʼt 
understand how I could do such a thing,” Emil explained, “I
sing it in translation using an Irish accent.”  
By contrast, when that love is told from the perspective of
Israel, the tone is coquettish and flirtatious.  V’Shamru is a
tango.  “I wanted it to feel like Carmen,” Skobeloff said,
noting that the lead vocal of soprano Ann Thaller and the
subtle instrumentation make the song more seductive.  
Two songs are song mostly in English.  Elohei N’Shamah
harkens back to Skobeloffʼs love of Preservation Hall
jazz/blues.    Rather than use any particular translation, he
wrote lyrics based on the prayerʼs themes.  Because the
style is raw, Emil confessed, “I intentionally mangled some
of the Hebrew.”
Mi Sheberach is a kick in the kishkes moment.  Skobeloff
wrote it for a friend whose son was born with swallowing
and breathing difficulties and was often in hospital.  Written
as a lullaby, Emil captures the hope and prayer of a parent
who prays for Divine intervention whilst at the bedside of
an ailing child.  In real life, thankfully, the story ends well.
The boy is three, well and learning to eat. 
The last two tracks are production opposites.  Ashrei is
done in a finger-picking style that would not be out of place
on a Pete Seeger record.   Commenting that more often
than not it is overlooked as the end of the Torah reading

and as a lead-in to Musaf, he wanted to “give it some life
and make Ashrei fun to sing.  If you slow it down, you lose
the energy of the words.”  By complete contrast, Adon
Olam has the lushest production on the album.  It is also
where Emil was able to channel his inner Elvis. 
And Sarah Danced took four years to write, record and 
produce.  It is a labour of love that brings Shabbat comes
to life whenever you listen to it.  It is highly recommended
and is available from www.cdbaby.com.  For more on Emil
Skobeloff, please check out www.myspace.com/emilsko-
beloff.

You will be able to listen to tracks from 
And Sarah Danced after the new 

www.sussexjewishnews.com 
is launched at the 

Brighton & Hove Day Limmud

And Sarah Danced to keep the Sabbath holy

Emil Skobeloff
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The theme of this yearʼs National Holocaust Memorial
Day event was Stand Up to Hatred. The Centre for 
German-Jewish Studies at the University of Sussex 
organised an extraordinarily interesting, informative and
emotional day on 28 January that was sponsored by the
Association of Jewish Refugees.
The introduction by the Dean of the School of 
Humanities, Dr Stephen Burman, was followed by
Michael Newman of the Association of Jewish Refugees,
Student Union president Laura Tazzioli [who, by con-
trast, used a casting vote to allow Dr Azzam Tamimi to
speak at the University:  see page 9 – eds.] and Prof
Christian Wiese, Director of the Centre for German-Jew-
ish Studies. Three guest speakers included Philip

Spencer from Kingston University and Dr James Smith
from the Aegis Trust, both of whom spoke about learning
from the Holocaust and the issue of genocide in modern
times.
The final speaker was the cellist and Holocaust 
survivor Anita Lasker-Wallfisch who recounted how
music had saved her life when she addressed the two
hundred and fifty people who filled the Chowen Lecture
Theatre.
Born in Breslau in 1925, she was only sixteen when her
parents were deported. Desperately trying to leave the
country, she was taken off the train and arrested by the
Gestapo on charges of “forging passports, helping the
enemy and trying to escape.”
“Friends supplied me with what I thought were cyanide
pills, so I decided to commit suicide, but the pills turned
out to be made of harmless sugar,” she recalled. “It
seemed actually fortuitous to be a criminal. Even prison
turned out to be better than the camps.”   
Later she was indeed taken to Auschwitz. Once again
her life was saved when the Germans discovered that
Mrs Wallfisch could play the cello.  She joined the
Womenʼs Orchestra at Auschwitz. Musicians were privi-
leged to have better food and even a shower every day!
An emotional film entitled Playing to Survive shows her
chatting with two French-speaking friends and fellow-
musicians. They recalled playing all kind of marches
each morning as the wretched inmates went out to work

in freezing temperatures. Apparently, the music-loving
Nazis obtained musical instruments by stealing them.
Mrs Wallfisch was later transferred to Belsen, which was
liberated by the British in 1945. She arrived in England
on 17 March 1946, where she helped found the English
Chamber Orchestra. Consumed with hatred for the Ger-
mans, she vowed never to return to her homeland. How-
ever, fifty years later, on hearing the news that there was
to be a museum established in Belsen, she decided to 
relate her horrendous experiences to German schools
and adult groups.
In the question and answer session which followed, a
Palestinian activist asked if the suffering of the people in
Gaza could  be equated with the Holocaust. Mrs. Wallfish
answered this with commendable dignity. “That question
always upsets me,” she said. “The Israelis do not use 
poison gas and crematoria, neither do they plan the
worldwide extermination of Palestinians. “ 
Evidently there is much that still needs to be done.

Cecily Woolf

Standing up to hatred: remembering The Holocaust

Prime Minister’s Message
The theme of this Holocaust Memorial Day is Standing
up to Hatred.  We all like to think that we know what we
would do in the face of hatred – that in a moment of 
decision we would honour our obligations to resist
brutality and to stand with its victims.  In studying the
Holocaust, however, one thing becomes painfully clear;
that the full barbarity of Hitlerʼs death camps was the end
point of many acts of cruelty and discrimination, each 
injustice feeding on the last.
The murder of six million Jews and countless Roma,
Poles and other Eastern Europeans, gay men and 
lesbians, trade unionists, disabled people and political
and religious opponents of the Nazis was not a sudden
and frenzied explosion of hate, but a horror that had 
been methodically and carefully planned.
Hatred may begin with small acts of prejudice or 
bigotry – but it rarely ends with them.  That is why we all
have an obligation to stand up to hatred. Last year I had
the great honour of meeting with Elie Wiesel who was in
Britain to speak to the Holocaust Educational Trust. So
many of his words and writings inspire me, but today I
think particularly of his quote about the imperative to act
as we remember: “Because I remember, I despair.  
Because I remember, I have the duty to reject despair.”
This, then, is how we must honour the victims of the
Shoah.  In remembrance, yes, but also in finding the
courage to act even in our sorrow.  This Holocaust 
Memorial Day I hope that people all across Britain will
join me in renewing a personal commitment to resisting 
hatred wherever it is found today.

The Rt Hon Gordon Brown
House of Commons

Angela Lasker-Wallfisch and Dr Chrstian Wiese
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ROOM 1 PETER JAMES ~ Our Criminally Good City
ROOM 2 DAVID SOLOMON  ~ The Whole of The Bible in One Hour
ROOM 3 GODFREY GOULD  ~  Sixteen Jewish Buses
ROOM 4 OLIVER KAMM  ~  The Bankers, the Jews and Conspiracy Theory
ROOM 5 ROB STEEN ~ My Life as a Yiddisher Hack
ROOM 6 JOACHIM HEMMERLE  ~ Puppets which enchanted Chagall
ROOM 7 WINSTON PICKETT  & DAVID SEIDEL ~

The future of Jewish Education in small communities
ROOM 8 CHARLES WALLACH  ~ Ma Nishtana. Creative Insights to add to your Seder
ROOM 9 ROCHELLE OBERMAN  ~ Create your own fabulous Passover Seder Plate

First
Session
10.00

to
11.00

ROOM 10 GUEST SPEAKER

ROOM 1 ALEX BRUMMER  ~ Press Freedom and bias in the British media
ROOM 2 ANTHONY JULIUS  ~ The New Anti-Semitism
ROOM 3 BRIAN NATHAN ~ Jewish contribution to Popular Music of the 20th Century
ROOM 4 VIVIAN SILVERMAN ~

The Parting of the Ways. Nazarene Christianity. Rabbinic Judaism.
ROOM 5 SYLVIE SCHAPIRA   ~  with ADRIAN LOCHER

Working for peaceful co-existence with Israeli & Palestinian Teenagers
ROOM 6 STEWART MACINTOSH ~ ‘Talking to a Mop’
ROOM 7 MIRI RUBIN  ~ Church and Synagogue. The History of a medieval image
ROOM 8 WILLY WOOLF  ~

Can you revive a Jewish culture once it has been destroyed or abandoned?
ROOM 9 GORDON CHARATAN  ~ Quill, Reed, Pen

Second
Session
11.15

to
12.15

ROOM 10 ERIC MOONMAN ~ After the Parades

ROOM 1 GUEST SPEAKER~ Israel – the situation at the moment.
ROOM 2 TONY MACAULAY  ~ Award-Winning British Songwriter,

in conversation with DAVID SEIDEL
ROOM 3 GERRY GABLE ~ Facing the Enemies of Democracy
ROOM 4 JEREMY GORDON ~ In Search of a Useable Revelation
ROOM 5 MARGARET BREARLEY  ~ Nazism and Nature: some roots of the Holocaust
ROOM 6 PAUL BASS ~ Judaism, Medicine & Pathology
ROOM 7 MICHAEL J.FLEXER ~

Funny because it’s true. The last two Jews of Afghanistan
ROOM 8 DENA COLEMAN ~ Jewish Schools: Desirable or divisive?

Third
Session
12.30

to
1.30

ROOM 9 SHIVAUN WOOLFSON ~ A Journey into the Heart of Jewish Lithuania

Brighton & Hove Day Limmud Programme to

Here is what you can look forward to (subject, as always, to last-minute changes), along with our
youth programme, children’s programme, creche, market stalls, and the launches of Sussex Jewish
Online and the new Sussex Jewish News websites.

Due to unprecedented demand, Limmud tickets are sold out!        Due to unprecedented demand, Limmud tickets are sold out!  
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ROOM 1 Is it too late for a two state solution?
OLIVER KAMM, FIYAZ MUGHAL, STEPHEN POLLARD, moderator   ALEX BRUMMER

ROOM 2 JULIE BURCHILL  ~ In conversation with WINSTON PICKETT
ROOM 3 MAUREEN KENDLER  ~

Why are these four sons different from those other four sons?
ROOM 4 LINDSAY WITTENBERG  ~ How high is your EQ?

Raise your Emotional Intelligence Quotient in 60 minutes.
ROOM 5 EVA SCHLOSS ~ Living with the aftermath of The Holocaust
ROOM 6 MARC SAPERSTEIN ~ British Rabbis Facing Catastrophe ( 1939 – 1945 )
ROOM 7 DAVID LAWSON  ~

Steel & Schnapps.  Sausages & Soldiers. Scrolls & Survival. The Story of Ostrava
ROOM 8 POLINA SHEPHERD ~ The Phoenix of Jewish Music

Fourth
Session

1.45
to

2.45

ROOM 9 ALISTAIR FALK ~ Whose ritual is it anyway? Changing religious practices
in 19th Century Germany.

ROOM 1 ‘Can Judaism survive modernity?’
MAUREEN KENDLER, CLIVE LAWTON, ERIC MOONMAN, MARC SAPERSTEIN
and moderator HUGH LEVINSON

ROOM 2 DAVID SOLOMON  ~ The Whole of Jewish History in One Hour
ROOM 3 CLIVE COLEMAN  ~ Jews are like everyone else … only more so
ROOM 4 DAVID HIRSH  ~ The Relationship between hostility to Israel and anti-Semitism
ROOM 5 FIYAZ MUGHAL ~ Where to After the Middle East?
ROOM 6 IVAN LAWRENCE  ~ Being a Jewish M.P.
ROOM 7 MERLIN SHEPHERD  ~

Identity through Music.  Klezmer as a ‘way back in’ for secular Jews.
ROOM 8 DIANA LIPTON  ~

What’s in a name? The Biblical Background of a Talmudic Martyrdom
ROOM 9 GUEST SPEAKER

Fifth
Session

3.00
to

4.00

ROOM 10 ELENA MARKHAM ~ Physical Theatre Workshop

DINING
ROOM

Antisemitism: not so much a threat from the Right, but rather from the Left?
JULIE BURCHILL, GERRY GABLE, DAVID HIRSH, ANTHONY JULIUS,
and moderator WINSTON PICKETT.

ROOM 3 STEPHEN POLLARD ~
Editor of The JC, will outline his plans and take your questions

ROOM 4 DANNY SCHEINMANN  ~
Random Acts of Heroic Love, from inspiration to publication

ROOM 5 CLIVE LAWTON  ~
Seder Miracles. Strange things you never thought about before

ROOM 6 ANN ROTH  ~ Janusz Korczak. Champion of the Child
ROOM 7 JONATHAN HOFFMAN  ~ Do they really hate us ?
ROOM 8 JUDY IRONSIDE ~ ‘Brief Encounters’- 3 short films from the UKJFF
ROOM 9 JESS WOOD-SARAH ~ Jewish Painting. A contradiction in terms?

Sixth
Session

4.15
To

5.15

ROOM 10 ALISTAIR FALK ~ ‘ Two Jews on a train ‘

o attract sold out crowd to Roedean

        Due to unprecedented demand, Limmud tickets are sold out!     Due to unprecedented demand, Limmud tickets are sold out!   

5.30 FINALE in ROOM 1 with DANIEL CAINER, RUSSELL LEVINSON, POLINA and MERLIN SHEPHERD



Tu B’Shevat Celebrations
Some 30 congregants and visitors stayed after the 
Shabbat morning service on 12 Shevat for a lovely seder.
We had been asked by Rabbi Sarah to bring food to share
and items to represent the seven food species celebrated
at this time – wheat, barley, figs, pomegranates, olives,
dates and anything from the vine. Various special items
were in evidence, including pomegranate syrup, date
syrup and dates in several unusual forms. Particular
favourites seemed to be the dates with marzipan and the
barley with raisins and rose water. Prayers and readings
prepared by Rabbi Sarah brought a level of solemnity to
the friendly and cheerful seder lunch.
The following day, we planted a tree in the garden of the
home of Dany Louise. This was a double pink hawthorn,

which looked very healthy and will certainly brighten
Danyʼs outlook when it matures. We had not realised what
a superb soup chef Dany is, and the delicious spicy broth
warmed us wonderfully, complemented by the various
other lovely eats on the table. What a lovely way to 
remember this under-rated festival and its significance for 
Israel.

Ivor Miskin
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bhps
Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue
Adat Shalom Vereiu’t-Al Sefat Hayyam 
6 Lansdowne Road Hove BN3 1FF– Tel 01273 737223
Email:bhps@freenetname.co.uk
Website:wwwbrightonandhoveprosynagogue.org.uk
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

powerful and enduring symbol of Judaism, it has not been
a living sign of Jewish life for almost two thousand years.
As the famous stone frieze depicts, the Romans took the
Temple M’norah back to Rome as booty.  But although the
M’norah has not been lit since Temple times, it has been
replaced by something else. Taking its cue from Parashat
T’tzavveh, after the Temple was destroyed, Jews began to
light a ʻregular lightʼ in the synagogue – known as a Ner
Tamid – which in time found its place above the front of the
Aron Ha-kodesh, the Sacred Ark.  Although Parashat
T’tzavveh makes it clear that the M’norah was to burn
ʻfrom evening until morningʼ (:21) – not all the time – it has
become customary to refer to the Ner Tamid as the 
ʻEternal Lightʼ, rather than the ʻregular lightʼ of Temple
times.  This change of meaning is very significant:  
Although the Temple M’norah is no more, the Jewish 
people remain committed to keeping the light of Judaism
alive forever.  And so, when we turn after reading
T’tzavveh, to the additional verses from the Torah, set
aside for the Shabbat before Purim, Shabbat Zachor
(Deuteronomy 25:17-19), let us not only ʻremember
Amalekʼ and our history of anti-Semitism, but also 
remember the seven-branched M’norah, blazing with light,
and re-dedicate ourselves to this central mitzvah: to 
re-kindle Jewish life, day after day.

Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah

Sedra for 7 March 2009:  T’tzavveh
From M’norah to Ner Tamid
Parashat T’tzavveh opens with an astonishing phrase:
V’attah t’ztavveh – ʻThen you shall commandʼ (Exodus
27:10).  The preceding parashah, T’rumah, concerning the
instructions for the construction of the Mishkan, the 
Tabernacle, sets out all the elements involved in the 
building of the structure and all its utensils, by repeating
the refrain, ʻyou shall makeʼ – and, so, for example, we
read at Exodus, 25:31: V’asita M’norat zahav tahor, ʻThen
you shall make the lamp-stand of pure goldʼ.   Parashat
Tʼtzavveh returns to the lamp-stand to declare:  ʻV’attah
t’tzavveh – Then you shall command the Israelites to
take for you oil of beaten olives for lighting, for setting up
a regular light – l’ha’alot ner tamid’. Rashbam – Rabbi
Shʼmuel ben Meir (1085-1174) – Rashiʼs grandson 
commented: “ ʻYou shall makeʼ referred to what had been
done once [i.e. the building of the Mishkan]; ʻyou shall
commandʼ to what was to be a regular procedure in that
and future generations” [i.e. the lighting of the M’norah]

So here we find a crucial commandment, mitzvah – a noun
derived from the same root, Tzadi Vav Hey, as the verbal
form t’tzavveh.   And yet although the two verses dealing
with the lighting of the Mʼnorah close with the words, ʻIt
shall be a statute for ever on the part of the Israelites
throughout their generationsʼ (:21), clearly since the 
Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE, the 
M’norah has not been lit. And so, while it remains the most 

DIARY FOR MARCH 2009

Acess to Hebrew  
Each Thursday, 11.00 – 12.30 & 6.30 – 7.30 pm

Acess to Judism  
Each Saturday, 1.00 – 2.30 pm after service

Friday 6th Erev Shabbat Tent Service 7.00 pm
Chavurah Supper 8.00 pm led by Rabbi Sarah

Saturday 7th Shabat Morning Service 11.00 am  
Led by Ron Gould & Mi Shebeirach for his 70th 
birthday

Friday 13th ONEG Blind Cricket in Oz, the “Ashes” – 
Steve Field.

Tuesday 17th Interfaith Womenʼs Panel at BHPS with 
Rabbi Sarah
For details or information, contact the shul office

Saturday 21st Shabat Morning Service 11.00 am  
Led by Ivor Miskin & Mi Shebeirach for his 70th 
birthday and Francine and Ivor̓s 45th wedding 
anniversary

Tuesday 31st CCJ meeting

On the
level,
Dany had
ordered a
bonsai.
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Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue
Palmeira Avenue, Hove, BN3 3GE

Tel: 01273 735343
Email: office@bh-rs.org

www.bh-rs-org
Rabbi Charles Wallach

bhrs

Dwelling on the positive
The coming festival of Purim allows us both a moment of
levity and a sense of soberness. Soberness because we
know that that joyous festival has got a darker side to it –
an unbridled anti-Semitic attack by Haman borne out of
his not being bowed down to by Mordecai the Jew. Sadly,
it always affords us an insight into the minds of those bent
on seeing the negative in us as a people. Recent situa-
tions emerging out of the Gaza conflict are prime exam-
ples and the need to be vigilant remains. 

It was therefore rather refreshing that within one week two
visits occurred at the Reform Synagogue which partly 
redressed the situation in my eyes: one was a party of
local police officers and the other a group of theological
students from Chichester. As I had occasion to say from
the pulpit at the time the fact that such visits did occur was
in stark contrast to the situation sixty and seventy years
earlier when Jews and things Jewish were decidedly
shunned then.

Happily we tend to dwell not on the negative but rather on
the positive side of Purim and so, come that day we shall
rejoice, enjoy ourselves and hope many will come and
celebrate. And among them I hope will be our wonderful
children who, over the past few months, have expanded
their activities here both at Cheder and through the
monthly Kids Club. The first meeting of the club attracted
a dozen, by the second meeting it had doubled! At the
second meeting delicious vegetarian sushi was made and
consumed as well as a number of model trees in advance
of Tu B’Shevat, the New Year of Trees which was then in
the offing. So come along on Sunday, 1st March to 
prepare for Purim and letʼs have a true Purim Sameʼach.
The Shabbat is actually called Shabbat Parah and is one
of the Shabbatot counted in advance of Pesach. Parah
refers to the red heifer and elements of purification in 
temple times

Rabbi Charles Wallach

Sedra for 14 March 2009:  Ki Tasa 
Mercy and Forgiveness
This is a Torah portion brimful of events. The world at
large would perhaps focus on the incident of the
Golden Calf where Aaron acceded to the peopleʼs
wish to build an idol while Moses tarried on the 
mountain. We Jews might do well to focus on Mosesʼ
reaction – both his anger at what he saw causing him
to break the stone tablets and the aftermath.  For it is
in the aftermath that perhaps we see the pathos of it
all as first Moses pleads with the Almighty on behalf
of the sinful nation and then describes Godʼs merciful
qualities – qualities which are recalled liturgically in
the Thirteen Attributes of God as enumerated by 
Maimonides, and in Godʼs forgiveness – words which
have become included in the Yom Kippur 
ritual. For it is in the concept of appeal and 
forgiveness that much of what we might deem true 
religion comes to the fore: the enigmatic line: “I will
show mercy on whom I will show mercy” (Ex. 33 v 19) 
perhaps encapsulates it. The challenge is ours to be
merciful and considerate in our lives…. 

Rabbi Charles Wallach      

Bulletin Board for March 2009
Every Mon Exercise to Music with Adele
Every Wed JACS meeting in Ajex Hall
Sun. 1st 12.30 – 2.15 pm Cheder Kids Club
Fri. 6th Monthly 8 pm service
Sat. 7th 9 am       Rabbi’s shiur
Sun. 8th 2.30 – 4.30 pm - Members Tea
Mon. 9th 6.30 pm  - Erev Purim Service & Party
Sat. 14th 9am Meeting of the Book Club

Bat Mitzvah of Kimberley Style
Fri. 20th Chavura Supper following the 6.30 pm

service 
Thu 9th Apr Second evening of Pesach communal 

seder. Please contact the office for 
details and cost.

sussexjewishonline.com

How many out there are using social networking sites
like Facebook, Bebo, Friends Reunited and Twitter?
Facebook has over 70 million members, all socialising, 
networking, communicating and interacting with each
other using the internet.
With busy lifestyles, social networking websites enable
us to maintain our social lives from wherever we are -
home, office and even on your mobile phone. If you
have access to the internet, you can network and keep
contact with your friends and family, wherever they are. 
When Sussex Jewish Online launches on 29 March,
weʼll have our own social networking community hub -
an ambitious and exciting project capturing the atten-
tion of Jewish communities across the UK.  By bringing
our communities across the region closer together
using the internet and technology, weʼll create an online 
Jewish community centre! 
Online social networking is big and getting bigger. Soon
weʼll have our own online social networking hub for
Jews across Sussex.  For more information on the so-
cial networking scene, just go to 
www.sussexjewishonline.com or e-mail us at 
info@sussexjewishonline.com. 

Next issue: all the lovely freebies you can get on the 
internet,... if you know where to look.

The Sussex Jewish Online Team
info@sussexjewishonline.com



Janet’s Column
I canʼt believe how quickly time flies – it will soon be 
Pesach.  I was reminded of this because my window
cleaner came today and his next visit is in eight weeksʼ
time – just days before the Festival. 
To get you in the Passover mood, I thought you might like
one of my tried and tested recipes for Apple Macaroon
Pie.

For the Apple Sauce: peel, halve and core 4 large 
apples.  Place in shallow pan with tight fitting lid, add 4
tblspns water, cook on very low heat for about 20 minutes
until they fall apart.  Mash with a fork and, if too watery,
continue to cook with the lid off for a further 5 minutes.
Beat in 100g of sugar, 3 tablespoons matzo meal and 4
eggs.  Mix well and pour into a pie dish.
For the Pie Topping: Grind 150g blanched almonds in
food processor. Add 100g of sugar, 1 egg and 3 drops 
almond essence and blend to a stiff paste. 
Slightly oil your hands so the paste does not stick. Take
lumps of the paste and flatten them between your hands
to thin them out, then lay them in patchwork style over the
apple puree, so the whole of the apple mixture is covered.
Bake in preheated oven 350oF/180oC/gas no.4 for about
25 minutes, until top is golden.  Best eaten warm.  
Delicious!
Birthday News
Ronnie Markovitch will be 83 years young on 14th March
and he extends an invitation to the whole of our 
community to a kiddush on that Shabbat.  Congratulations
Ronnie - and here's to many more celebrations.
Enjoy the Spring flowers that are appearing everywhere.

Janet Cowan
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hhc
Hove Hebrew Congregation
79 Holland Road, Hove, BN3 1JN
Tel: 01273 732035
Email: hovehc@btinternet.com
Rabbi Vivian Siverman

(codified in the Mishna and Gemara, which together form
the Talmud) Jewish families have light and warmth in
their homes and can eat their meals hot. So long as lights
are put on before Shabbat and the fires or heating 
likewise, they are permitted the whole of Shabbat.

As a result of their strict literalist approach to Judaism,
there are only a few thousand Karaites in the entire world
- mainly living in the State of Israel. the West Bank and
the Crimea.

One of our greatest sages, Saadya Gaon, who lived 
during the tenth century, fought with all his might against
the Karaite scholars and their views, which were gaining
ground among Egyptian and Babylonian Jewry. He fought
a one-man battle, knowing that to lose would spell the
demise of Jewry as we know it today.  Eventually, Saadya
succeeded in weakening the Karaite impact on world
Jewry, whose main centre was Babylonia.

Rabbi Vivian Silverman

Sedra for 21 March 2009:Vayakhel-Pekudei
Literalism and the Oral Tradition
“You shall not light fire in your habitations on Shabbat."

These words from Shemot, chapter 35, verse 3, became
the focus of fierce contention between Jewry and the
Karaite community in the early centuries of the Karaite
sect (eighth to twelfth century).

Anan ben David, founder of the sect, laid down the rule
that only the written text of the Torah was to be 
observed and not the oral tradition. Hence their name in
the Hebrew: Kara'im (those who keep the written word).
Thus, thus the verse quoted above would be kept literally
"to the letter".  As soon as Shabbat began, all lights
would have to be extinguished.  There would be no easy
way to keep warm, or have light in their homes over
Shabbat and meals would be eaten cold throughout the
year.  Also the Karaites did not light Shabbat candles.

Jewry (labelled "Rabbinite" by the Karaites) maintained
that the written Torah could only be fully understood, and 
fulfilled, by the oral tradition.  By following the oral Torah 

MARCH DIARY:
3  Tue:   1.00am  - Talmud Shiur  (weekly)
9  Mon    Fast of Esther.  Begins 4.47 pm and ends 

6.36 pm. Maariv and Megilla reading at 
West Hove Synagogue 

10  Tue    Purim: 7.00 am Shachrit and Megilla at 
West Hove

11  Wed   Shushan Purim
24  Tue    10.30 am : Ladies Discussion Circle
26  Thu    Rosh Chodesh Nisan
29  Sun    Limmud at Roedean School
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bhhc
Brighton & Hove Hebrew Congregation

31 New Church Road
Hove, BN3 3AD
01273 888855

Email: office@bhhc-shul.org

Almighty. When God spoke, Moshe heard His voice with 
a loud and clear reception while the rest of the people, not
on the same level as him, were unable to hear.

The word of God is with us throughout the generations, at
all times and wherever we may be. But so many of us go
through life without really relating to our wonderful 
heritage; the Torahʼs words seem to pass us by and, 
possibly, lack relevance. What an awful shame!

The well known Jewish lawyer and writer Alan Derschowitz
writes: American Jews, who are the most highly educated
group in this country when it comes to general knowledge,
are the least educated when it comes to their own 
heritage. We get our history from Fiddler on the Roof, our 
traditions from canned gefilte fish, our Bible stories from
television and our culture from Jackie Mason. This doesnʼt
only apply in America! Surely, as the People of the Book,
we should make an effort to ʻswitch on and tune intoʼ
Godʼs word, as written in His Book. It may require an effort
but the reward for that effort is infinite.

Rabbi Hershel Rader

Sedra for 28 March 2009: Vayikra
Switching on and tuning in
On the opening words of our sedra ʻHe called to Moshe,
and Hashem spoke to him from the Tent of Meetingʼ the
famed commentator Rashi writes the following: ʻThe voice
of God would reach Mosheʼs ears but the Israelites would
not hear itʼ.

It can be difficult for us to relate to the miraculous events
recounted in the Torah. How was it possible for Godʼs
voice to reverberate thoughout the Israelite encampment,
but be heard only by Moshe?

It is probably easier to understand this in modern times
than ever before. Most of us have a radio in our homes.
We are used to switching on the radio and instantly hear-
ing the programme playing on the particular station we are
tuned into. Now the radio waves which bring us that pro-
gramme are being transmitted constantly and are with us
in our home the whole time, itʼs just that the radio is not al-
ways switched on and tuned in so consequently we donʼt
hear them. We can say that the same applied to Moshe
and the Israelites. Moshe was on such a high spiritual level
that he was constantly switched on and tuned in to the 

Rabbi Rader answers questions
about Purim
Why is Hashem not mentioned in Megillas Esther?

Rabbi Rader replies: Ibn Ezra explains that the authors of
the Megilla were concerned that the Persians, who 
incorporated the story of Purim in their Book of Chronicles,
would substitute the name of their deity for Hashem. To
prevent this happening they did not mention Hashem’s
name.
Another reason given is that there was no particular overt
miracle in the Purim story, rather the entire sequence of
events is miraculous. If one was making a movie of the
Megilla it would not require special effects unlike, say, the
Exodus from Egypt. The Megilla teaches us that miracles
are not necessarily openly supernatural but the hand of
God can work through seemingly mundane events. The
Megilla teaches us to look for God in our everyday lives,
not only when He appears openly.
What is shalakh mones and why do we give it?

Rabbi Rader replies: Shalakh Mones (more accurately
Mishloakh Monos, Esther 9:19) means ʻsending portionsʼ.
The Jews celebrated the miracle of Purim in various ways;
one of them was by sending gifts, consisting of portions of
food, to their friends. This remained part of the Purim 
celebration (see Esther 9:20-23) and is one of the 
Purim Mitzvos. Shalakh Mones should consist of at least
two portions of different foods which are ready to be eaten.
Two reasons are given for Shalakh Mones: The Terumas
Hadeshen writes that this is a way of ensuring that 
everyone has food for the Seudas Purim – Celebratory

Purim Meal. Others describe Shalakh Mones as a way of
increasing friendship and brotherhood within the 
community.
Why are we commanded to give tzedakah to the needy
at Purim?

Rabbi Rader replies: This is called Matonos Lo’evyonim
and is one of the original Purim observances ordained by
Mordechai (Esther 9:22). Maimonides writes that ʻthere is
no greater Simkha than gladdening the heart of the poor,
widows, orphans and strangersʼ.  The joy of Purim is 
therefore enhanced by the performance of this Mitzvah.
One should give tzedakah to at least two poor people on
Purim.
Both Shalakh Mones and Matonos LoEvyonim should be
observed during the daytime and after the Megillah
reading.
Are there any reflective lessons during Purim and, if so,
doesn’t getting drunk hinder that reflection?

Rabbi Rader replies: The Rabbis tell us that ʻwine enters
and the secrets come outʼ. When a person becomes 
intoxicated his true self emerges. If one has listened to the
Purim narrative and truly absorbed its message, then that
message will emerge openly through saying L’chayim on
Purim.

YOM HA’ATZMAUT 5769
An Evening with Colin Shindler

Come celebrate at Ralli Hall

7 pm on 28 April 2009
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ralli hall
81 Denmark Villas
Hove, BN3 3TH
01273 202254
Day Centre: 01273 739999
Email: rallihall@tiscali.co.uk

Last month I wrote about our need to obtain funds to pay
for the urgent provision of a full-size unisex disabled toilet
and the modernising the ladies and gents toilets. We
have now been introduced to a professional fundraiser,
who will endeavour to find for us grant monies or 
donations to provide the funding to help carry out this
most important project.  Soon we will be making the
many required grant applications, etc. – so watch this
space for what we hope are good results!
Our professional fundraiser is also a member of our com-
munity and is prepared, at a realistic cost, to hold a train-
ing day that would be an “Introduction to Fundraising”.
The day will be about how to raise funds from govern-
ment bodies, charitable trusts, companies, the public and
putting on fundraising events. Ultimately, the goal is that
our many community and charitable organisations would
then be better suited to plan successful fundraising activi-
ties without relying heavily on professional fundraisers.
The training day is aimed at representatives from any
and all of our various community and charitable 
organisations – particularly for Treasurers and/or mem-
bers of fundraising committees.   Ralli Hall will donate the
accommodation for the course, for which we have a 
suggested date of Sunday 7 June.  We are currently 
looking for funding to pay for the other costs of the day. If
you or anyone in your organisation are interested in 
participating in such a course, please contact the office at
Ralli Hall, on 01273 202254, to express your interest.

Lunch & Social Club seeks a new chairman
The Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club (formerly the Day 
Centre) has now been running for about seven years and
has proved to be a successful and valuable asset within
the community.  
I have chaired the Management Committee since the 
beginning and I have decided to relinquish this position 
towards the end of this year whilst still continuing as a 
volunteer and (if required) committee member.  It is time
for some new blood to take the Lunch & Social Club from
strength to greater strength.  
A new Chairman is being sought for this very interesting
and rewarding position.   To help manage and administer
the Lunch & Social Club for our senior citizens, we have
a very efficient part-time organizer running all of the day-
to-day operations. 
For more information or if you feel that you would like to
offer any volunteer help to the Lunch & Social Club,
please contact me on 01273 416335. I will of course 
continue to help over this year with all aspects of 
administration and fundraising.

Alan Burke 

Training to meet fundraising challenges
The course will only happen if we have sufficient interest
from our community, so we would appreciate receiving
your responses by the end of April in order to give time to
make the necessary arrangements. 
When the Ralli Hall Lunch & Social Club first came into
being, one of the original three “partners” was Jewish
Care. For various reasons, they regretfully had to 
discontinue their regular funding of the project. However,
I am very pleased to announce that we have just been
sent by Jewish Care a grant of £5,000 towards the 
running costs of the Lunch & Social Club.  The grant has
been very gratefully received and will help considerably
towards our funding requirements.
The new SJYG – the Sussex Jewish Youth Group for 11
to 16 year olds, has Sunday evening meetings booked
through to the spring. For more information, contact 
either of their two excellent volunteer youth workers,
Liron Greenberg and Raquel Buckland by e-mail at liron-
greenberg@hotmail.com or on 07730 970975.  I am
pleased that the SJYG have found a home at Ralli Hall,
particularly as our community has gone many years with-
out a youth club.  Details of meetings are sent by e-mail
to all known young people in the community and are in-
cluded in Sussex Jewish News.  Look for the new SJYG
website at the new community website www.sussexjewis-
honline.com, which launches at Limmud at the end of the
month.
See you at Ralli Hall. Roger Abrahams

It’s in the cards for Hyman Fine House
On Sunday, 1 February, around 100 people played bridge
and kalooki at Ralli Hall at a very successful card 
afternoon benefiting Hyman Fine House.  The event
raised nearly £1,500. In addition to prizes for the best
scores, players had a delicious tea catered by the 
committee and a very enjoyable time was had by all.
The event was organized by Raymond and Linda 
Felsenstein and the Fundraising Committee. This event
has now been held every year since 2002, raising a total
of around £11,000 for the benefit of the residents.    
The funds are used to provide the residents at Hyman
Fine House with extras over and above the normal 
excellent service provided by Jewish Care. In addition to
providing all sorts of in-house entertainment and facilities
at the home, the residents also enjoy organised outings
such as visits to the cinema, the ice show and the Theatre
Royal.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity
which enable us to provide these extra benefits the 
residents so enjoy.

Shirley Burke,  Chair, Fundraising Committee

Monday Bridge Club
We are happy to announce that due to popular demand we will now be playing Duplicate as well as our regular 

Rubber games.  For further details please call Reba on 01444 410435.   Look forward to seeing you at Ralli Hall.
Regards,  Reba and Norina
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diary march 2009

Sunday 1
Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am-
12.00 noon Weekly. All levels wel-
come. Tel: Simon 01273 235607
Musical Spectacular in aid of
Martlets Hospice at The Dome,
Brighton 4.30 pm and 8 pm Tickets
£12 from Box Office 
08700 606 650

Monday 2
Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.
Contact Greta 01273 721987 RH
Rubber and Duplicate Bridge
1.30-4.30 pm £2.00. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435.

Tuesday 3
Advanced Oil Painting Group:
Tel:  Martin 01273 327403 RH
Painting with Rochelle (JAS)

7.00 pm-9.00 pm weekly Tel:
01273 503708 RH
Israeli Folk Dancing 7.45 pm-

9.45 pm Tel:  Jacky 01273 688538
Weekly RH
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
Tel: Suzanne 01273 739999 

10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly RH

Wednesday 4
Shalom Programme on 
www.radioreverb.com

as well as 97.2 FM 11.00-11.55 am
Mothers and Toddlers 
10.00 am12.00 noon  Weekly Tel:
Meg 779966 or 07962 828877 RH
Painting with Gwyneth Rose
(JAS) 10.00 am-12.00 noon Tel:

01273 540464 Weekly RH
JACS  Annual General Meeting with
guest speaker Sidney Grant, AJEX
Centre, Eaton Rd, Hove
Chutzpah Choir (Singing in 

Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew, Russian
and Ukrainian) with Polina 
Shepherd 7.00-8.45 pm Tel:  
01273 541031 (Rosalind)  RH.

Thursday 5
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
Tel:  Suzanne 01273 739999 
10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly RH
Helping Hands Volunteer 
Drivers – Mark Luck Hall 8.00 pm
with coffee/tea and cake

Sunday 8
Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am-
12.00 noon Weekly. All levels wel-
come. Tel: Simon 01273 235607
Shalom Programme on 
www.radioreverb.com
as well as 97.2 FM 9.00-9.55 am

Monday 9
Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.
Contact Greta 01273 721987 RH
Rubber and Duplicate Bridge
1.30-4.30 pm £2.00. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435.

Tuesday 10
Advanced Oil Painting Group:
Tel:  Martin 01273 327403 RH

Painting with Rochelle (JAS)

7.00 pm-9.00 pm weekly 
Tel: 01273 503708 RH

Israeli Folk Dancing 7.45 pm-

9.45 pm Tel:  Jacky 01273 688538
Weekly RH

Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
Tel: Suzanne 01273 739999

10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly RH

Wednesday 11
Mothers and Toddlers 
10.00 am12.00 noon  Weekly Tel:
Meg 779966 or 07962 828877 RH
Painting with Gwyneth Rose
(JAS) 10.00 am-12.00 noon Tel:

01273 540464 Weekly RH
JACS 9 Colour Personalities and
Your Birthday Colours, AJEX 
Centre, Eaton Rd., Hove
Chutzpah Choir with Polina

Shepherd 7.00-8.45 pm Tel:
01273 541031 (Rosalind)  RH. 

Thursday 12
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social Club
Tel:  Suzanne 01273 739999 
10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly RH

Sunday 15
Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am-
12.00 noon Weekly. All levels wel-
come. Tel: Simon 01273 235607

Monday 16
Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.
Contact Greta 01273 721987 RH

Rubber and Duplicate Bridge
1.30-4.30 pm  £2.00. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435.

Tuesday 17
Advanced Oil Painting Group:
Tel:  Martin 01273 327403 RH
Painting with Rochelle (JAS)
7.00 pm-9.00 pm weekly 
Tel: 01273 503708 RH
Israeli Folk Dancing 7.45 pm-
9.45 pm Tel:  Jacky 688538 Weekly
RH
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social
Club. Tel: Suzanne 01273 739999
10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly RH

Wednesday 18
Shalom Programme on 
www.radioreverb.com
as well as 97.2 FM 11.00-11.55 am
Mothers and Toddlers
10.00 am 12.00 noon  Weekly Tel:
Meg 779966 or 07962 828877 RH
Painting with Gwyneth Rose
(JAS) 10.00 am-12.00 noon Tel:
01273 540464 Weekly RH
JACS China - Land of Contrasts
AJEX Centre, Eaton Rd., Hove
Chutzpah Choir with Polina
Shepherd 7.00-8.45 pm Tel:
01273 541031 (Rosalind)  RH. 

Thursday 19
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social
Club. Tel: Suzanne 01273 739999
10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly  RH

Sunday 22
Carmel Tennis Club 10.00 am-
12.00 noon Weekly. All levels wel-
come. Tel: Simon 01273 235607

Shalom Programme on 
www.radioreverb.com
as well as 97.2 FM 9.00-9.55 am

Helping Hands Tea  at Mark
Luck Hall  2.30–4.30 pm
Jewish Film Festival – 11.00 am
The Old Court Room ‘Blessed is the
Match: The Life and Death of 
Hannah Senesh’.
4.00 pm The Duke of York’s Picture-
house ‘Strangers’, with ‘Veils’

Monday 23
Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.
Contact Greta 01273 721987 RH
Rubber and Duplicate Bridge
1.30-4.30 pm £2.00. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435.

Tuesday 24
Advanced Oil Painting Group:
Tel:  Martin 01273 327403 RH
Painting with Rochelle (JAS)
7.00 pm-9.00 pm weekly 
Tel: 01273 503708 RH
Israeli Folk Dancing 7.45 pm-
9.45 pm Tel:  Jacky 01273 688538
Weekly RH
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social
Club. Tel: Suzanne 01273 739999
10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly  RH

Wednesday 25
Mothers and Toddlers 10.00-
12.00 noon  Weekly Tel:  Meg
779966 or 07962 828877 RH
Painting with Gwyneth Rose
(JAS) 10.00 am-12.00 noon Tel:
01273 540464 Weekly RH
JACS  Weather, Climate and Land-
scapes AJEX Centre, Eaton Rd.,
Hove
Chutzpah Choir with Polina Shep-
herd 7.00-8.45 pm Tel:  01273

541031 (Rosalind)  RH. 

Thursday 26
Ralli Hall Lunch and Social
Club. Tel: Suzanne 01273 739999
10.30 am-4.30 pm Weekly  RH

Saturday 27
Jewish Film Festival – The Old
Court Room – Please join us for a
reception at 8.00 pm – screening
starts at 8.30 pm.
‘Noodle’ with ‘My Amulet.’

Sunday 29
One Day Limmud at Roedean
School, sessions commence
10.00 am. Tel: 206456

Monday 30
Afternoon Club with tea 1.30 pm.
Contact Greta 01273 721987 RH
Rubber and Duplicate Bridge
1.30-4.30 pm £2.00. 
Tel: Reba 01444 410435.

Tuesday 31
Jewish Historical Society  Prof.
Michael Alpert (President of the
Jewish Historical Society of Eng-
land): ‘The Jews of Spain and the
Inquisition’

Shabbat Shalom
In Friday 6th 5.31 pm out Sat 7th  6.39 pm In Friday 13th 5.43 pm out Sat 14th 6.51 pm
In Friday 20th 5.54 pm out Sat 21st 7.03 pm In Friday 27th 6.06 pm out Sat 28th 7.15 pm

Notable Dates
Purim March 9th/10th 

Grodzinski’s challot and rye bread are now available from Premier Convenience 
Store in Hove Street every Thursday morning until supplies run out
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